
Man to face trial 
in dog’s death
By Judy Reed

A Spencer Township man’s case has 
been bound over to Kent County Circuit 
Court in the shooting death of his neigh-
bor’s Siberian Husky.

Matthew Goldsmith, 43, is facing the 
felony charge of killing/torturing an ani-
mal-third degree.

The decision to proceed to trial was 
made during a preliminary hearing on 
Monday in Kent County 63rd District 
Court.

According to Cindy Holli-
day, Goldsmith’s neighbor on 
19 Mile Rd, she was trying to 
put her dog, Kita, on a leash, 
on November 4, when she 
bolted. She called her friend, 
Laura Ensley, and they went 
to search for her. “We were 
standing right in front of his 
house calling for her when 
we heard her whine, and then 
heard the shot,” she said. “She 
was literally shot six yards 
from my driveway.”

Kita, whom Cindy said was 
an amazing, sweet dog that 
liked to run, did not survive.

“She didn’t deserve a bullet,” said Cindy. “She deserved a call 
to animal control and I would’ve dealt with it from there. But not 
a bullet.” Cindy said the dog had gotten out previously and killed 
one of her neighbor’s chickens. She said she had apologized to her 
neighbors and offered to replace one or more of the chickens or pay 
for them. “But they didn’t want to work anything out,” she said.

On the day of the shooting, Cindy said the neighbor’s chickens 
were in no danger, and were safe inside the chicken coop. “It is 
completely fenced in. Kita was not a threat,” she said.

The felony charge is punishable by up to four years in prison and 
a $5,000 fine. Those convicted can be ordered to perform up to 500 
hours of community service; the court may also order psychiatric 
evaluation. 
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Firefighters battle Solon blaze

COVID-19 vaccinations started 
Monday at Michigan hospitals

A Solon Township home caught fire Tuesday evening. Photos from Solon Township Fire facebook page.

By Judy Reed

Several fire departments bat-
tled a fire in Solon Township 
Tuesday evening. It was located 
at 16685 Antler Drive, which 
is north of 20 Mile Rd, west of 

Algoma.
When the call came across 

dispatch shortly before 7 p.m., 
the fire was through the roof in 
the garage. It later spread to the 
house itself.

According to the Solon Town-

ship Fire facebook page, the 
family made it out of the house 
safely, and firefighters rescued 
two cats from the home.

Both Cedar Springs Fire 
and Algoma Fire Departments 
helped Solon put out the fire.

Complete details about the 
fire were not available at press 
time Wednesday.

That’s at least the third fire in 
a week for the Solon Township 
Fire Department.

Matthew Goldsmith will 
go to trial in Kent Coun-
ty Circuit Court for kill-
ing his neighbor’s dog, 
pictured below.

Marc McClelland, 46, a Spectrum Health pulmonary 
and critical care physician, from Ada, Michigan, 
was one of the first to be vaccinated Monday, at 
12:04 p.m. “To me this is a day of hope,” he said.

LANSING, Mich. – Frontline health 
care workers at two Michigan hospitals 
Monday were the first people in the state 
to receive the safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccine approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

The first COVID-19 vaccine, produced 
by Michigan-based Pfizer, and today’s ini-
tial vaccinations mark a historic milestone 
in the world’s unprecedented cooperative 
mission to control and end the COVID-19 
pandemic. The vaccinations at Michigan 
Medicine and Spectrum Health Butter-
worth Hospital begin the journey toward 
the eventual safe full reopening of Michi-
gan’s economy, schools and communities. Ad-
ditional Michigan hospitals are expected to be-
gin vaccinating health care staff later this week.

Schools continue remote 
learning

By Judy Reed 

When elementary students at 
Cedar Springs Public Schools re-
turned to school last week Monday, 
Dec. 7, after several weeks of remote 
learning, kids and staff were happy to be back. 
But the return was short-lived.

On Tuesday, December 8, the administration 
had to make the tough decision to return to re-
mote learning starting Wednesday, Dec. 9, af-
ter several staff and students tested positive for 
COVID-19.

“Unfortunately, we did have to make the 
change late in the day on Tuesday to return to 
fully remote learning for our PK-5 students,” Su-
perintendent Scott Smith told the Post.  

He explains why in a com-
munication sent to par-

ents on Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
which is below.

“To have students on 
campus, we need to be 

able to adequately staff 
classrooms and follow or-

ders and recommendations es-
tablished by county and state health depart-
ments.   

We monitor our ability to provide a safe, 
in-person learning experience for Cedar 
Springs students around the clock. Data and 
available information are ever-changing and 
require a rapid response at times. 

Unfortunately, as the afternoon unfolded 
today, several students and staff at all three 
of our elementary buildings tested positive for 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer thanked the state’s 
hospital and other health care workers for “tire-
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BOSTON (December 15, 2020) – Travel 
plans have been upended this entire year due to 
COVID-19, but when it comes to being “home 
for the holidays,” GasBuddy’s just-released Hol-
iday Travel Survey found that more than a third 
(34 percent) of Americans are planning to make 
that happen and will be taking to the road for the 
special day.

Nearly 60 percent of those surveyed said that 
COVID-19 has impacted their holiday travel 
plans.

While a majority plans to stay put, 10 percent 
said they have switched up their mode of transpor-
tation to driving by car instead of by plane or train. 
When asked if gas prices were affecting holiday 
travel plans, 14 percent of survey respondents said 
that they are taking a road trip because gas prices 
are low this year, a significant increase compared 
to previous years.

“It’s been a nightmarish year for many due to the spread of 
COVID-19 and economic challenges that came with it, but many 
Americans have deeply rooted traditions for the holiday and are 
unwilling to let them slip away like the rest of the year. Ironically, 
due to the challenges 2020 has presented, gas prices have fallen 
and we project the national average to be $2.19 per gallon on 
Christmas Day, the second lowest in the last decade,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.
HOLIDAY TRAVEL BY REGION

The regions that are expected to see the most holiday road trips 
include the Rocky Mountains (40%) and the Southeast (39%), fol-
lowed by the Southwest (39%), the Pacific (38%) and Midwest 
(31%), with the lowest percentage of travelers expected in the 
Northeast (27%).

Thirty nine percent of those traveling say they are planning on 
crossing state lines. Regionally, the Southeast has the most travel-
ers crossing state lines (45%), followed by the Rocky Mountains 
and the Pacific (41%), the Northeast (40%), and the Midwest and 

Southwest (34%).
“We’re expecting to see heightened driving activity across some 

of the most hard-hit areas of the coronavirus,” said De Haan. “It’s 
more important than ever for travelers to remain safe and vigilant 
on the roads, particularly at rest stops and gas stations, but also 
amidst state quarantine requirements since many that are hitting 
the road may be crossing into other states.”
THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 VACCINE

When asked if the news of the COVID-19 vaccine trial results 
have changed their outlook on driving or celebrating the holi-
days, the majority of travelers (78%) have said that news has not 
changed their outlook on driving or celebrating the holidays, while 
13% said they feel more optimistic about travel and 7% say they 
feel less optimistic about travel.

“With most of the country’s views unchanged about driving or 
celebrating the holidays, fuel demand is expected to rise in the 
short-term due to holiday travel before tapering off to likely multi-
month lows once the New Year arrives. Our 2021 Fuel Outlook 
being released in early January will discuss how the vaccine will 
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Survey finds more than a third of 
Americans will take holiday road trip
Gas prices lowest since 2015

Correction
You know the old saying that starts out “A rose by 

any other name…” well, what about a rose by any other 
title?

Last week we ran a photo on the front page about the 
Christmas tree lighting here in Cedar Springs. In the 
caption, we identified Rose Powell as the Mayor pro-
tem. She is not. She is indeed on the Cedar Springs City 
Council, so is one of the Council members. Pam Conley 
is the Mayor pro-tem, and she was not in the photo. We 
apologize for the error and have fixed it on our website.

CBDT honors Dan Clark
By Sue Wolfe

First snowman of 
the season

Post photo by L. Allen.

Ho ho ho! The first snowman of the season means Christ-
mas is coming soon! This snowman was spotted this week 
along the White Pine Trail, just before you get to Cedar 
Creek. Nothing like seeing a little joy in the season to put a 
pep in your step!

Send your snowman and winter photos to us at news@
cedarspringspost.com. Will print as space allows.

From left to right: CBDT Chair Kurt Mabie; Carolee Cole, CBDT member; Donna Clark; Dan 
Clark; and Cedar Springs Mayor Gerry Hall.

Dan Clark was recently ac-
knowledged by the Commu-
nity Building Development 
Team (CBDT) and Cedar 
Springs Mayor Gerry Hall for 
his three plus years of man-
aging the grounds around the 
Cedar Springs Community 
Library and amphitheater, as 
well as surrounding park areas 
of the Heart of Cedar Springs.

Kurt Mabie, chairperson 
of the CBDT, expressed ap-
preciation for the many long 
hours of hard work Clark has 
provided in keeping the grass, 
flowers, trees, and landscaped 
buffers looking exceptionally 
nice. 

“Your volunteer efforts 
have not gone unnoticed. 
Your hours of grooming, pull-
ing weeds, leveling dirt, pick-
ing stones, laying sod, cutting 
grass and much more have 

made this park area shine,” 
said Mabie. 

Clark is a self-proclaimed 
farm boy. “I was raised on a 
farm and enjoy working out-
doors. Someone has to do this 
work so why not me?” ex-
plained Clark. 

Clark has a history of 

serving the City of Cedar 
Springs with his years as a 
City Councilor and Planning 
Commissioner. “Dan is a ded-
icated member of our com-
munity and we are grateful for 
his commitment and service,” 
said Mayor Gerry Hall. 

Clark not only has provided 

the labor in this grounds care 
but also the gas and equipment 
to complete the tasks. Donna 
Clark, librarian and wife to 
Dan, was happy last summer 
when they purchased a riding 
lawn mower. “He gets home a 
lot earlier now,” she said. 

Rifle raffle 
winner

The Sons of the American Le-
gion, Glen Hill Squadron 287, of 
Cedar Springs would like to con-
gratulate David Reidzans of Grant. 
David’s winning ticket for our Ri-
fle Raffle was drawn on December 
12. Pictured is David holding his 
new Mossberg Patriot 450 Bush-
master with scope and Squadron 
287 Commander Keith Tyler. The 
squadron has held an annual ri-
fle raffle for over 30 consecutive 
years and thanks the community 
for their support.



The Michigan De-
partment of Attorney 
General and the Michi-
gan Department of Ag-
riculture and Rural De-
velopment (MDARD) 
recently learned that 
Dean Foods, the largest 
dairy processor in the 
United States, sent notices to 
a handful of Michigan dairy 
farmers who direct-shipped 
their milk to a former Dean 
dairy plant in Michigan’s Up-
per Peninsula. The notices de-
mand the return of money paid 
to them by Dean in the months 
leading up to the company’s 
bankruptcy. The company 
filed for bankruptcy in No-
vember 2019.

The notice is an attempt 
to force those dairy farmers 
who previously direct-shipped 
milk to Dean Foods to repay 
a portion of the amount Dean 
paid the farmers during the 
90-dayperiod before Dean 
filed for bankruptcy. While 
this action is a common prac-
tice under bankruptcy law, not 
all amounts paid in the normal 
course of business are subject 
to such claims. 

The issue was brought to the 
attention of Attorney General 
Dana Nessel last week by state 
Sen.Ed McBroom, R-Vulcan, 

who represents a few dairy 
farmers who direct-shipped 
milk to a Dean Foods plant in 
Marquette and may be affect-
ed. These farms are not repre-
sented by either the Michigan 
Milk Producers Association or 
the Dairy Farmers of America 
co-ops. A dairy inspector from 
MDARD is personally reach-
ing out to these farmers to 
provide them with information 
on how to respond to the Dean 
notice.

“We are disappointed that 
hard working dairy farmers 
and their families are put in 
the position of having to in-
cur costs, either in paying the 
amount demanded or from ob-
taining legal counsel to defend 
themselves and I want to per-
sonally thank Sen.McBroom 
for bringing this issue to my 
attention,” said Nessel.

“Michigan’s dairy farmers 
provided milk in good faith 
fulfilling their contract with 
Dean Foods,” said Gary Mc-
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www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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Michigan dairy 
farmers caught 
up in Dean Foods 
bankruptcy

Stay safe this holiday season
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign encourages sober driving

Toys for Tots 
You better watch out, you better not cry, you better not 

pout, I’m telling you why—Santa Clause is coming to 
town! 

YOU—the people—of Cedar Springs—are Santa Claus 
to many families in need, and you really stepped up for 
Toys for Tots this year! We thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts for such a great outpouring of kindness and gifts. 
In a year when so many Toys for Tots boxes are only half 
full, ours was overflowing. And we even had a few more 
drop-offs of toys once these were all bagged. 

You can be assured that your gifts are going for a good 
cause, and we hope to do it again next year!

Bags full of toys, waiting to be picked up at The 
Post, and later distributed to children in our area. 

Post photo by J. Reed.

 Before and during the 
Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, law enforcement 
officials throughout Michigan 
are participating in the Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled 
Over campaign. To protect 
lives there will be increased 
patrols on roads from 
December 11, 2020 to January 
1, 2021, with zero tolerance for 
those who drive impaired.

Throughout 2019, there 
were 9,787 alcohol-involved 
crashes in Michigan with 295 
alcohol-involved fatalities 
statewide.  

“Drunk driving is deadly 
and illegal. Getting behind the 
wheel of a vehicle after you’ve 
been drinking endangers you, 

your passengers, and everyone 
else on the road,” said Michael 
L. Prince, Office of Highway 
Safety Planning (OHSP) di-
rector. “Even if your travel 
plans are different this year, 
and you’re just making short 
trips near home, always drive 
sober.”

December has been pro-
claimed as Impaired Driving 
Prevention Month in Michi-
gan to remember those who 
lost their lives due to impaired 
driving and to remind residents 
that preventing impaired driv-
ing deaths and injuries is every 
driver’s responsibility.

According to the 2019 Mich-
igan Annual Drunk Driving 
Audit by the Michigan State 
Police, 41.9 percent of all fatal 
crashes that occurred involved 
alcohol, drugs, or both. The 
National Association of Drug 
Court Professionals recognizes 
December as one of the most 
dangerous months because of 
an increase in impaired driv-
ing. 

The Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over campaign 
is supported with federal 
traffic safety funds provided 
by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration and 
coordinated by the OHSP. 

Michigan Senate 
passes sweeping 
criminal justice 
reform bills
By Scott McClallen | The Center Square

(The Center Square) – 
The Michigan Senate passed 
bipartisan criminal justice 
reform bills that aim to pro-
tect public safety, keep non-
violent offenders out of jail, 
and make it easier for peo-
ple to get jobs. House Bills 
5844 and 5854-5857 aim to 
reform a wide range of man-
datory minimum sentences 
to allow judges discretion 
in sentencing nonviolent, 
minor crimes to account for 
collateral damages of the 
criminal justice system like 
broken families.

Sen. Sylvia Santana, D-Detroit, said many people can’t make 
bail pre-trial, so they’re stuck in jail, where they can’t take care 
of their family.

House Bills 5846-5852 seek to reduce driver’s license sus-
pensions for offenses not related to dangerous driving, such as 
driving without a valid license, which is the third-most-common 

Photo by Weston MacKinnon on 
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

DirectoryDirectory

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Drive-in Service Sundays @ 9:30 am
transmitted over FM radio 95.5 WLOV 
until the end of 2020, or tbd.

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

...For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
Matthew 12:34b

Your words are
windows to your heart
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SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

EMILY ANN HILL
Teddy Hill from Sand Lake would like to 
announce the birth of his sister, Emily Ann 
Hill, November 27, 2020 at Metro Hospital 
in Wyoming. She was born at 10:19 am and 
weighed 6 lbs. 15 oz. Proud grandparents are 
Bruce and Debra Hill of Sand Lake and Charlene 
Allen of Rockford. Parents of the newborn are 
Adam and Amber Hill of Sand Lake.

JAY CRAMER
In loving memory of my beloved dad, Jay 
Cramer, who passed away from cancer 15 
years ago on December 18, 2005. Almost every 
day, something reminds me of you – something 
I hear, something I see, something. Sometimes 
the memory makes me cry and sometimes it 
makes me smile. I’m so happy to have these 
memories. I love you with my whole being, 
Dad. You’ll always be my Papa Smurf.

Love,
Your daughter Robin

SANDRA LEE JOHNSON
Sandra Lee 
Johnson, age 
80 of Cedar 
S p r i n g s , 
passed away 
on Saturday, 
D e c e m b e r 
12, 2020 at 
S p e c t r u m 
Butterworth 
H o s p i t a l 
in Grand 
Rapids after 
complications from a fall.
Sandy was born on May 27, 1940 in 
Oakfield Township, the daughter of Floyd 
and Helen (Colby) Clark. She graduated 
from Merrill High School in 1959. She was 
a member of Maranatha Baptist Church in 
Cedar Springs. Sandy is survived by her 
husband of 59 years, Lawrence Johnson; his 
daughter, Lori and Aaron Wilk of Casnovia; 
her son, Danny Johnson of Grand Rapids; 
her daughter, Rebecca Seeley of California; 
her grandchildren, Katie and James Clarke, 
Karrie Wilk, Kyle Johnson, and Benjamin 
Johnson; her three great-grandchildren, 
Greta, Ashe, and Gustav; her brother Ronald 
Clark; her in-laws, Marian and Jim Hilliard, 
Judith Lane, Janice Witkoski; and several 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her brother Jerry Clark. A 
celebration of her life will be held in the 
Spring of 2021. Interment will take place in 
Solon Township Cemetery.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford

HAROLD L. POTTER
Harold L. 
Potter age 
82 of Cedar 
Springs, went 
to be with 
his Lord and 
Savior on 
T h u r s d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 
10, 2020 at 
his home. 
Harold was 
born June 
2, 1938 in Cedar Springs, MI the son of 
Merritt and Beulah (Sneathen) Potter. He 
served his country in the U.S. Air Force 
from 1956-60. He grew up on a dairy farm 
and had been a leader with the Boy Scouts. 
He enjoyed hunting and was a member of 
the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club where he 
taught hunter safety classes. Surviving are 
his wife, Helen whom he married on August 
5, 1961; children, Harold “Les” (Denise) 
Potter Jr, Eileen (Randy) Driesenga, Emmett 
(Sonila) Potter, Elizabeth (Jim) Johnson; 
17 grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Donovan (Jane) Potter, Daniel 
(Alice) Potter; sister, Elsie (Bob) Sly; nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his parents; and brother, Carl Potter. The 
family greeted friends Tuesday, December 
15 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. The service was 
held Wednesday 11:00 a.m. at Camp Lake 
Baptist Church 12150 N. Division, Sparta. 
Pastor Dennis Tyson officiating. Interment 
Solon Township Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Camp Lake 
Baptist Church.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

THANK YOU
The family of Esther Anderson would like to 
thank family and friends for all the prayers, 
cards, flowers and food during the recent 
loss of our wife, mother and grandma. A 
special thanks to Jean, Benjamin, Faith 
Hospice, Pastor Inge, Kevin Pike and his 
staff for their compassion and kindness 
during this difficult time.

With sincere gratitude,
Carl, Michael, Aaron, Lisa,
Hannah, Abby and Brayden

MemorialMemorial

Thank YouThank You

Church 
Connection 

is online @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/churchconnection/



COVID-19 or are now required to quarantine as close contacts. 
We no longer have enough staff to provide meaningful, consistent 
in-person instruction.  As a result, we are moving our PK through 
5th-grade students back to remote-learning starting Wednesday, 
December 9. 

Looking ahead:
PK through 5th-grade students will connect with teachers using 

the remote learning schedule beginning Wednesday, December 9, 
2020.

Our Holiday break is December 21 through January 3. Teachers 
will not deliver remote instruction during this time.

All students, grades PK through 12 will learn remotely January 
4, 2021, through January 8, 2021.

Monday, January 11, 2021, will be our first possible day back in 
classrooms for our current students learning in-person. 

PK through 5th-grade students will plan on bringing 
Chromebooks and chargers back to school in their backpacks on 
January 11, 2021, when they return to in-person learning.”

Creative Technologies Academy is also still doing remote 
learning, and plans to continue to do so through the end of the 
semester, in mid-January.
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ARLENE WESCHE
Arlene Abbey (Shick) 
Wesche, age 91, of Cedar 
Springs, went home to be 
with her Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ on Sunday, 
December 13, 2020 at the 
Brook Retirement Home, 
Big Rapids, MI. Arlene 
was born on July 16, 
1929 at her home in Sand 
Lake MI, the daughter of 
John and Ivah Shick. She 
came to know her Lord 
and Savior at the age of 
12 at the First Baptist Church of Cedar Springs (was 
a member for over 70 years). She graduated from 
Sand Lake High School in 1947. She met the love of 
her life, August John “Bud” Wesche in 1948 and on 
June 23, 1950 they were united in marriage at the First 
Baptist Church of Cedar Springs. Arlene was one of 
three sisters whose husbands are brothers. Arlene and 
August had 4 children together. If asked what was 
the most important to her she would always say “her 
family.” She was a hard worker all her life, working 
at several factories in Grand Rapids, Wolverine World 
Wide in Rockford, Cedar Springs Public Schools as a 
classroom aide and at Great Day in Cedar Springs in the 
Deli (food preparation). Arlene loved to camp and deer 
hunt with her husband and several family members, 
x-country ski by moonlight (with the love of her life), 
travel the country side (especially the U.P.) and spend 
time with family and friends. She was very proud of 
the beautiful afghans she made for her children and 
grandchildren. She was a wonderful cook, baker and 
so enjoyed to prepare meals at holidays for her family. 
Arlene was a loving and devoted daughter, sister, wife, 
mother, grandmother, great grandmother and friend. 
She will be greatly missed by her four children, Daniel 
(Bev) Wesche of Big Rapids, Linda (Bill) Williams of 
Grand Rapids, Gregg Wesche of Sand Lake and Sandy 
(Don) Richard of Cedar Springs; grandchildren, Amber 
(Christopher) Jenson, Erin Wesche, Jason (Claire) 
Williams, Jeffrey Williams, Nicholas (Sara) Wesche, 
Shastyn Nelson, Heather (Eric) Bagge, Logan (Kristina) 
Shepherd, Zack (Brittany) Richard, Jenny (Tony) Smith; 
great-grandchildren, Derek, Lula, Roland, Harper, 
Eliza, Lindsey, Kiera, Liam, Toby. She is survived 
by sisters, Beverly (Phillip) Wesche, Verna (Richard) 
Wesche (note: Phillip and Richard Wesche are brothers 
of August Wesche Jr.); brother, Fred (Carol) Shick; 
brother-in-law, Gerald (Gloria) Wesche; sisters-in-law, 
Dorothy Houghton, Rose Hunter and many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death by her husband of 
nearly 56 years, August John Wesche Jr., parents, John 
and Ivah Shick; siblings and in-laws, Robert and Jean 
Shick, Harvey Shick, Donna and Orvin Reed, Berniece 
and Nelson VerStrate, Edward and Beverly Wesche, 
Jackie and Joseph Chorman, Mike Houghton. Mom, you 
will forever be loved and greatly missed by each of us, 
but we find comfort in knowing you will be watching 
over us … Heaven has welcomed a new angel! Psalm 
23:6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever. Due to COVID a memorial service 
will follow at a later date. Memorials in lieu of flowers 
in Arlene’s memory can be made to the First Baptist 
Church of Cedar Springs P.O. Box 387 Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319 or Spectrum Health Hospice 750 Fuller Ave. 
NE Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs, MI.

 

ARTS &ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

Childbirth Classes at Alpha Family 
Center
Jan. 15: Alpha Family Center will be offering  FREE 
Childbirth Classes. Classes begin on Friday, January 15, 
2021. For more information or to enroll in class call 616-
696-HELP (4357). #51

Can you hear me now?
Two young boys were spending the night at their 

grandparents the week before Christmas. At bedtime, 
the two boys knelt beside their beds to say their prayers 
when the youngest one began praying at the top of his 
lungs. “I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE...” “I PRAY 
FOR A NEW NINTENDO...” “I PRAY FOR A NEW 
STEREO...” His older brother leaned over and nudged 
the younger brother and said, “Why are you shouting 
your prayers? God isn’t deaf.” To which the little broth-
er replied, “No, but Grandma is!”

VOICES VOICES 
& VIEWS& VIEWS

impact gas prices and fuel demand throughout the new year,” said 
De Haan.
Methodology

Findings were taken from GasBuddy’s Holiday Travel Survey 
issued to 1878 GasBuddy members from December 3 - 7, 2020. 
Gas prices and projections are based on GasBuddy’s gas pricing 
data from more than 150,000 gas stations across the United States.

SchoolsSchools
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 
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SHOP LATE in
Downtown Cedar Springs

Thursday, December 17th 5pm to 8pm
Support your local Stores when you SHOP LATE 

in Downtown Cedar Springs Thursdays in December.  
Most businesses will be open extended hours (not all will).

Current list that will be open til 8

LAST CHANCE 
to get Gift Certificates and/or Concessions 
at the historic Kent Theatre this year. 
NO MOVIES ARE AVAILABLE UNTIL NEXT YEAR, 
but you still have one more opportunity to buy a 

gift certificate to be used in 2021.

 Thursday December 17th is your last                  
opportunity this year to have some theatre 

popcorn from the Kent Theatre. 

•  The Cedar Chest Resale Shop
•  Cookies Collectibles and Sundries
•  The Hawk’s Nest
•  Kent Theatre
•  Nikki and Company Hair Design

•  Perry’s Place llc for herbs, teas, and more...
•  Reinspired Treasures
•  The Rustic Roof
•  Scott’s Music Co
•  Soul Revolution LLC

6 S Main • Cedar Springs • (616) 696-2516



The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, December 17, 2020   Page 7

Don’t get caught unprepared; 
our priority: Yule

Grand Rapids MI — You’re very nearly there! It’s the last 
week to get those holiday gifts and greetings in the mail by the 
recommended deadlines. Dec. 14 – 21 is expected to be the Post-
al Service’s busiest week of the holiday mailing and shipping 
season. 

This has been an extraordinary year of unprecedented chal-
lenges given the COVID-19 pandemic—and the Postal Service 
is expecting significant increases in the volume of mail and 
packages. Sunday delivery has been expanded in select high 

BBaby’saby’sFFirstirst hristmashristmasCC
We want to give you the oppor-

tunity to celebrate your baby’s very 
first Christmas in a special way. 
The     Cedar Springs POST will be 
featuring area newborns in 
“Baby’s First Christmas,”                  
a special feature for      
babies celebrating 
their first Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at NO COST 
to our readers, but 
space is limited 
so get your photos 
in early. Deadline is 
Monday, December 21 
by 5 p.m. and pictures with 

name and date of birth will appear in the                         
December 24th issue. We cannot guar-

antee return of photos. Show the com-
munity your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at 
the Cedar Springs POST - 36 

E. Maple St., or mailed to 
Baby’s First Christmas, 
P.O. Box 370,    Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, 
or emailed to news@    
cedarspringspost.com. 
Please include baby’s 

name, and birth date, 
as well as a contact name 

and phone number.

BASBASSETTSETT’’SS
BODY SHOPBODY SHOP

11896 Northland Drive 
(just north of 14 Mile Road) 

Rockford

49 Years At Same Location!

from all of us at Bassett’s
Here’s to a season of love and harmony!

616.696.1347

Merry Christmas 
AND

Happy New Year

FREE

Estimates

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLC

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo Counties 
and Surrounding Areas

616-636-5565 
or 616-951-7171

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Merry & Happy 
Christmas New Year

May you have a happy and joyful Christmas
 and a prosperous New Year ahead!

Tour of lights

We  wish you and your family a safe,
 happy, and peaceful festive season

and extend our sincere thanks for your 
support this year. 

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791

w w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o m

& & HAPPY NEW YEARHAPPY NEW YEAR

Get ready for the busiest mailing 
and shipping week There’s nothing like the warm glow of Christmas lights this 

time of year to give you a good dose of Christmas cheer! So 
pack up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy the decorations your 
friends and neighbors have put up this year. We’re sure you’ll 
find a few other treasures along the way!

We are still taking addresses, so email any not on our list to 
news@cedarspringspost.com.
Cedar Springs

City Christmas tree on W. Maple Street in the Heart of Ce-
dar Springs

* 65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and Muskegon Streets
* NE corner of Park and Ash St, Cedar Springs 
* 385 Sarah St., Cedar Springs
* Waxwing Ct (in the Pines, off Needlewood)
* Prairie Run subdivision
* 17333 Algoma Avenue NE
* Shaner Ave between 14 and 15 Mile Rd
* 15581 Cedar Springs Ave.
* 326 17 Mile Road across from Red Pine Dr.
* Hanna, between 17 Mile & Solon on west side of the road
* 2664 Wiersma
* 19 Mile between Ritchie and Shaner
* 3157  Cottage Court off Hoskins

Sand Lake
* 17421 Myers Lake Ave, Sand Lake 49343
* Corner of Oak and Second St in Sand Lake
* 138 East Lake Street, Sand Lake (South side of 22 mile and 

east off northland) Park right out front in the dirt lot on 22 Mile 
and Northland on the southeast side and roll your window down 
and listen to the Christmas music as the lights dance. Every night 
they are on dusk until 9:30. Friday and Saturday until about 11.

* 550 W, Lake Street, Sand Lake, 49343
* 17804 Algoma Sand lake
* Butternut Ave Just north of 128th, Ensley Twp 

package volume locations, and the agency already deliv-
ers packages on Sundays in most major cities. Mail carri-
ers will also deliver Priority Mail Express packages for an 
additional fee on Christmas Day in select locations.
Wrap it up without leaving home

If you prefer to handle shipping your gifts online, the 
Postal Service has you covered. You can easily ship that 
holiday gift, order free Priority Mail boxes, print shipping 
labels, purchase postage and even request free next-day 
Package Pickup from usps.com and our Click-N-Ship fea-
ture. An added bonus is, usps.com is always open.
2020 Holiday shipping deadlines

The Postal Service recommends the following mailing 
and shipping deadlines for expected delivery by Dec. 25 
to Air/Army Post Office/Fleet Post Office/Diplomatic 
Post Office and domestic addresses*:

• Dec. 15 — USPS Retail Ground service
• Dec. 18 — APO/FPO/DPO (except ZIP Code 093) 

USPS Priority Mail Express service

• Dec. 18 — First-Class Mail service (including greet-
ing cards)

• Dec. 18 — First-class packages (up to 15.99 ounces)
• Dec. 19 — Priority Mail service
• Dec. 23 — Priority Mail Express* service

Alaska
• Dec. 18 — Alaska to/from Continental U.S. First-

Class Mail
• Dec. 19 — Alaska to/from Continental U.S. Priority 

Mail 
• Dec. 21 — Alaska to/from Continental U.S. Priority 

Mail Express
Hawaii

• Dec. 15 — Hawaii to/from mainland Priority Mail 
and First-Class Mail

• Dec. 21 — Hawaii to/from mainland Priority Mail 
Express

*Not a guarantee, unless otherwise noted. Dates are for 
estimated delivery before Dec. 25. Actual delivery date 
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by Melinda Myers

Dress up your holiday meals with a centerpiece crafted from 
greens, colorful stems and seed heads collected from your garden. 
Or purchase fresh materials you need from your favorite garden 
center or florist.

Most gardeners spend some time gathering a few blossoms and 
creating a bouquet or arrangement for their summer gatherings.  
Don’t let winter stop you from crafting a festive centerpiece from 
materials collected from your gardens this time of year.

Start by gathering some greens.  The fan-like sprays of arborvi-
tae, blue-green sprigs of juniper as well as branches of yews, box-

wood, pines and spruces can provide all the greenery you need.
Now look for items with interesting color or shape. Red and 

yellow twig dogwoods and paper bark birch add festive color to 
any arrangement. The interesting shapes of curly willow, contort-
ed filbert and fantail willow provide intriguing form.

Next gather cones, berries, and fruits. Look for orange and red 
rose hips, blue berry-like cones of junipers, sweet gum seedpods, 
and alder’s cone-like fruit. Gather a few evergreen cones to in-
clude in or around your arrangement.

Look for potential adornments that are lingering in the perennial 
garden. Coneflower, rudbeckia, and allium seed heads can add a 
bit of structure to your arrangement. Gather a few milkweed, bal-
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Letters to Santa

Do-it-yourself holiday centerpiece

A festive holiday centerpiece can be crafted from materials 
found in winter gardens. Photo from MelindaMyers.com

Claire Bender is ready for Christmas and has sent her letter 
to Santa.

See more Letters to Santa on page 9
*Promotion only available in December.*Promotion only available in December.

WINTER 
SKIP A PAYMENT
WINTER 
SKIP A PAYMENT
Skip your December loan payment(s) to free up 
some extra spending cash for your holiday season!
Skip your December loan payment(s) to free up 
some extra spending cash for your holiday season!

Visit Your Local Branch:
14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Call us at: (888) 336-3490
Visit MyKCCU.com to learn more

Visit Your Local Branch:
14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Call us at: (888) 336-3490
Visit MyKCCU.com to learn more

ometownometown olidaysolidaysHH HH

loon plant and lotus pods. And don’t worry, your milkweed plants 
will return for next year’s visiting monarchs. Honor their natural 
color or add a bit of bling with some gold, silver, or red paint.

Include a few shiny ornaments as needed. Glittered stems, rib-
bons and candles can add festive color to nature’s beauty in your 
centerpiece.

Visit your favorite florist or craft store for needed supplies.  Pick 
up some floral foam to secure the stems.  Cut it to shape to fit the 
size and shape of the container.

Moisten the foam before inserting fresh greens and cut flowers. 
Set the block of foam on top of a basin of water and let it sink. This 
allows all the air spaces to fill with water, ensuring your flowers 



Dear santa
i waz gooD
this Year
I wou ld liKe
Toy Dog that
barks and
does Tr icks
Root dear PoP
Cheeze Chips
BoY dr i ll Set
PlaY kitchen
Cars Trucks
Please
Can You
deliver to My
aunts house
Love, Ethan

Ethan is 3 years old and lives w/ mom & stepdad in Morley but he spends every other weekend with us on Sundays. 
Kerry Boyer of Cedar Springs
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Letters to Santa

It’s that time of year 
again, when kids can’t 
wait to mail their letters to 
Santa! To help parents out, 
the Cedar Springs Post has 
set up a special North Pole 
drop box. Every year doz-
ens of kids use our special 
box for express delivery 
to the North Pole, and we 
make sure Santa reads each 

and every one! So, if you’d 

like to send a letter to Santa, 
and maybe get it printed in 
the newspaper, just drop off 
your letter in the bright red 
box labeled “Santa Mail” 
outside our office at 36 E. 
Maple Street, or mail your 
letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o 
the Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. 

Hurry, all letters must be 
in Santa’s Mail box by Mon-
day, December 21 to reach 
him in time for Christmas.

Dear Santa,  Can I have
a remix surprise? and
can I have more stuf lo l?
l iKe the amazing Surprise?
and lo l  bal ls  it  dosein ’t 
mater what bal ls  it is . 

Love 
Izzylove u Santa!FOR

SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

696-3655

PP      STST
TheThe

www.cedarspringspost.com

Letters to Santa brought to you by: 

To sponsor, call Melissa at 616.799.4967

FRONT BACK

Letter and drawing by Lily Reed of 
Sand Lake.

To Santa
from Lincoln
To north Pole
To Santa

Dear Santa What I relly Want for 
crismas is. My crismas list...
a JoJo huverbored Amricin girll
doll close Astr in drake doll baby
accesoreses baby cowala toy
go weing baby alive boy baby doll
close JoJo bow Amricin girll
for chlowe. And you can get me 
what you whant as long as it is 
not boy stuff. Love Lincoln Bush

of Rockford

Santa Cluse
From: Joe

Hi, for Christmas I 
would like a 100$ PS4 
gift card for Christmas, 
and a PS5, thanks.

Hi Santa i Would LiKe an ocules VR quest 2and a space Lego Set along with candy canesthanks

Sencerly: Ben Drier

P.S. My 
aunt helped

me write 
this letter

From The Mayo’s animals

From Cassidy Mayo of Cedar Springs, MI

From Lynden Bush of Rockford.
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Holiday Watermelon Cutouts

Add Fruity Flavor and Fun to Holiday Desserts
FAMILY FEATURES 

Making the holiday season special is an 
important tradition for many families, and 
it’s likely to take on heightened importance 
this year with gatherings, celebrations and 

festivities taking on a different look than years past. One 
family-favorite way to create holiday magic is through 
delicious desserts that can be made and enjoyed together. 

Don’t be afraid to try something new this year by 
turning to foods typically associated with warmer 
weather. For example, watermelon is available year-
round and makes a surprisingly nutritious, flavorful 
addition to your seasonal spread, whether it’s the main 
ingredient or included in recipes from entrees to sides 
and drinks to desserts. 

For a kid-friendly, tasty treat, ask your little ones 
to help make these Holiday Watermelon Cutouts. 
Because they only require a few ingredients and plenty 
of creativity, they’re perfect for getting the whole 
family involved. Or try this Watermelon and Blueberry 
Cheesecake as the highlight at your dessert table with its 
creamy, fruity flavor and eye-popping looks. 

To find more holiday dessert solutions and other sweet 
recipe ideas, visit watermelon.org. 

Holiday Watermelon Cutouts
Recipe courtesy of the National Watermelon  
Promotion Board
 1/2  watermelon, cut into 1/2-inch thick disks 
  vanilla frosting or yogurt 
  sprinkles, for decorating
Using holiday cookie cutters, cut shapes out of 
watermelon disks.

Decorate watermelon shapes with yogurt.
Top with sprinkles.

Watermelon and  
Blueberry Cheesecake
Recipe courtesy of the National Watermelon 
Promotion Board
Servings: 12
Cheesecake:
  Nonstick cooking spray
 1/3  cup graham cracker crumbs  
   (2 graham crackers)
 24  ounces fat-free cream cheese, at  
   room temperature
 8  ounces low-fat cream cheese, at  
   room temperature
 1  cup white sugar
 3/4  cup no-calorie sugar substitute
 3/4  cup fat-free half-and-half
 1/4  cup fresh lemon juice
	 2		 tablespoons	lemon	peel,	finely	grated
 2  teaspoons vanilla extract
 1 1/2  cups liquid egg substitute (equivalent  
   of 6 eggs)

Watermelon-Blueberry Sauce:
 3  cups watermelon juice, with pulp
 6  teaspoons cornstarch
 6  tablespoons lemon juice
 3  tablespoons sugar
 3  tablespoons no-calorie sugar substitute
 1-1 1/2  teaspoons lemon extract
 2  cups diced watermelon
 3  cups blueberries
To make cheesecake: Preheat oven to 350 F.

Spray bottom and sides of 9-inch springform 
pan. Sprinkle graham cracker crumbs in pan 
and tilt to spread evenly over bottom and sides, 
leaving extra crumbs on bottom.

Using electric mixer, beat fat-free cream 
cheese, low-fat cream cheese, sugar and sugar 
substitute until creamy and well-blended. Slowly 
add half-and-half, lemon juice, lemon peel and 
vanilla; continue beating. Add egg substitute 
until mixture is thoroughly blended and creamy. 
Pour into crumb-lined pan.

Place springform pan in large roasting pan. 
Pour enough water into roasting pan to come 
halfway up sides of springform pan. Bake 
cheesecake until firm, slightly golden and top 
is cracked, about 1 hour, 25 minutes. Remove 
springform pan from water and refrigerate, 
uncovered, until cold, about 3 hours or overnight.

To make watermelon-blueberry sauce: In 
blender, whip watermelon juice, cornstarch, 
lemon juice, sugar and sugar substitute until 
smooth. Pour into small saucepan over medium-
high heat and bring to gentle boil until topping 
begins to thicken. Remove from heat and place 
in refrigerator to cool. Just before serving, add 
lemon extract, diced watermelon and blueberries; 
stir to thoroughly blend.

To serve, run knife around sides of cheese-
cake and remove springform pan sides. Top each 
slice with generous helping of watermelon-
blueberry sauce.Watermelon and Blueberry Cheesecake

FarmersFarmers
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

Dowell, MDARD director. “It’s disheartening that the company 
is now questioning those payments made to farming families.”

“These U.P. dairy farms, and many others like them throughout 
Michigan, have suffered greatly during the coronavirus pandem-
ic,” said McBroom. “Now, again, through no fault of their own, 
they are being punished for simply and responsibly doing their 
jobs to provide healthy products to consumers. I appreciate the 
Attorney General and MDARD taking an interest in this unfor-
tunate situation and am hopeful it can be resolved without further 
harming these small family farms.”

Dairy farmers with legal questions should consult their private 
legal counsel.

Questions regarding the Dean Foods notice can be directed to 
Jeff Haarer in the Agriculture Development Division of MDARD 
at 517-896-2236.

reason for jail admission in Michigan.
Critics argue it’s hard to keep a job to provide for a family with-

out a license, and even harder to pay fines and fees without a job. 
“For too long, driver’s license suspensions have been overused 

as a punishment for a variety of offenses not directly tied to being 
a danger on the road, and with it, the practice has actually made 
poverty the ‘offense’ most often being punished,” Alex Rossman, 
external affairs director for the Michigan League for Public Poli-
cy, said in a statement after Thursday night’s vote.

“Today’s action is another step toward smart justice that 
reins in overly severe and ineffective punishments, and another 
much-needed step toward improving racial equity and economic 
stability for Michigan residents and their families.”

Safe & Just Michigan Executive Director John S. Cooper said 
about 350,000 people have their licenses suspended to pay fines 
and fees per year.

“The ability to drive is essential to daily life for many people in 
Michigan, yet we suspend licenses as a debt collection tactic. In 
doing so, we prioritize court debt over people’s ability to work and 
care for their families,” Cooper said in a statement. 

“This criminalization of poverty is tragically counterproductive 

ReformReform
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

and drives vulnerable people and their families into destructive 
cycles of poverty and incarceration. Even worse, it does so with-
out any meaningful public safety justification. After all, these 
suspensions are by definition unrelated to the safety of a person’s 
driving,” Cooper said.

“Ending these harmful, unnecessary practices will help thou-
sands of people get to work and keep their jobs instead of cycling 
through Michigan’s jail system, thereby improving both econom-
ic productivity and public safety in our state.”

The Senate also passed HBs 4488-4492, which redefine the 
term “good moral character” so only severe crimes directly relat-
ed to a specific occupation can bar someone from obtaining that 
occupational license.

“Nearly one million jobs in Michigan require a state license, 
which mandates fees, classroom time, training hours, exams and 
more,” Jarrett Skorup, director of marketing and communications 
at the Mackinac Center, said in a statement.

“The vast majority of these licenses restrict people with any 
type of criminal record from getting a license, including roofers, 
cosmetologists, barbers, nurses, security guards and many other 
jobs in high-demand fields. A past mistake should not automati-
cally prevent people from honest work in an occupation of their 
choice. This is a great move by Michigan lawmakers which will 
help ex-offenders, job creators and the public.”

The House has already passed all of the above bill packages.

The American Farm Bureau Federation is also standing up for 
the dairy farmers affected by this.

According to Michigan Farm News, almost 500 dairy farmers 
nationwide who once sold milk to Dean Foods received the letters 
threatening legal action unless they refund money legitimately 
earned prior to the bankruptcy filing. 

American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall was critical of 
what he called “predatory lawyers for bullying dairy farmers at a 
time when many are struggling to keep their farms running.”

“It’s ludicrous to suggest the meager profits from regularly 
scheduled and routine milk sales — sales that are heavily watched 
and regulated by the federal government — were outside the reg-
ular course of business,” Duvall said. “Someone needs to have the 
farmers’ backs, and I’m proud to say AFBF is stepping-in to do 
just that.”

AFBF sent a letter to ASK LLP, the St. Paul, Minnesota, law 
firm managing the Dean Foods estate calling for an immediate 
reversal of their “predatory shakedown” and threatening potential 
legal action if the firm fails to withdraw the letters sent to farmers.

less dedication, bravery and strength” in caring for the tens of 
thousands of residents who have fought the virus–and for being 
first-in-line for vaccinations.

“This is a great day for our families, frontline workers, small 
businesses, and Michigan as a whole. Here, in the state built on 
innovation and grit, a safe and effective COVID vaccine is being 
manufactured by Michigan workers at a Michigan business,” Gov-
ernor Whitmer said. “Our frontline essential hospital workers have 
gone above and beyond to save lives – including stepping up today 
to receive vaccines. And we have residents across the state doing 
their part to eradicate the virus and keep our communities safe. 
Remember: it will take some time for the vaccine to be widely 
distributed to everyone. That’s why it’s so important that we all 
do our part by masking up, practicing safe social distancing, and 
avoiding indoor gatherings where the virus can easily spread from 
person to person. This is a historic day in Michigan. We will get 
through this together.”

In the face of the most massive vaccination effort our world has 
ever seen, Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical executive and chief 
deputy for health with the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services, expressed her confidence in the first approved 
COVID-19 vaccine.

“The significant impact of COVID-19 has led to unprecedented, 
worldwide collaboration among scientists, medical doctors, health 
and government officials, and manufacturers,” Khaldun said. “The 
arrival of this vaccine in Michigan signals that the end of this pan-
demic is near. However, it will take several months before we are 
able to have enough vaccine to widely distribute it to the general 
population. Until then, and even for individuals who receive the 
vaccine, we should all be doing our part to slow the spread of this 
virus by wearing masks, avoiding large gatherings, and washing 
hands.”

Brian Peters, chief executive officer of the Michigan Health 
& Hospital Association, said the medical, support and executive 
teams at the state’s hospitals have been on the frontlines treating 
COVID-19 patients from the start of the pandemic and now “stand 
proud and grateful to lead the state’s public health and economic 
recovery from a virus that has devastated far too many lives, fami-
lies, businesses and communities.”

“As vaccinations start today with the health care heroes at hos-
pitals statewide, Michigan is now on course to move out of the 

VaccineVaccine
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 



The long-term perspective is 
vital for conservationists. It 
informs strategies to protect 
birds and their habitat and 
helps identify environmental 
issues with implications for 
people as well. For example, 
last year, Science published a 
study using decades of Audu-
bon CBC data to describe a 
grim picture: a steady decline 
of nearly three billion North 
American birds since 1970, 
primarily as a result of human 
activities. Audubon CBC data 
has been used in more than 300 
peer-reviewed articles. 

Audubon CBC data are also 
used to measure how birds 
are already responding to cli-
mate change. By tracking how 
bird ranges have moved over 
time, conservation efforts can 
be prioritized in areas that 
are important for birds today 
and in a climate-altered fu-
ture. With two-thirds of North 
American bird species at in-
creasing risk of extinction by 
the end of this century, Audu-
bon CBC data is more import-
ant than ever for effective con-
servation. 

Last year, the 120th Audubon 
CBC included a record-setting 

2,646 count circles, with 1,992 
counts in the United States, 
469 in Canada and 185 in Latin 
America, the Caribbean, Ber-
muda and the Pacific Islands. 
This was the tenth-straight 
year of record-breaking counts. 
In total, 81,601 observers 
out in the field and watching 
feeders tallied up more than 
42 million birds represent-
ing more than 2,500 different 
species—around one-quarter 
of the world’s known avifau-
na. Unfortunately, this total of 
birds represents around 6 mil-
lion fewer total birds than last 
year’s Audubon CBC total, 
which was itself a very low 
number historically. Audubon 
scientists are unclear what is 
responsible for the back-to-
back lower-than-expected to-
tals, but further research has 
already been discussed. To ob-
serve the trends of any particu-
lar species over the last twelve 
decades, please take a look 
here: https://www.audubon.
org/conservation/where-have-
all-birds-gone 

Some species-level high-
lights: 

Anna’s Hummingbirds are 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Productivity for 
ecosystems and people
Part 4
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count 
While some local counts may be cancelled due to regional COVID-19 
rules, many community scientists across the hemisphere will carry on one 
of the longest-running wildlife censuses in a socially distanced fashion.
By National Audubon Society

Two for 
the price 
of one

Patty Tol, of Nelson Town-
ship, recently took this photo 
of pileated woodpeckers on 
her deck. One is enjoying a 
meal, while the other keeps 
watch. “I have never had 
two pileated woodpeckers at 
one time,” she wrote.

Pileated woodpeckers are 
the largest in North Ameri-
can, measuring 16-19 long.

What are you seeing at 
your birdfeeder? Send us 
your photos of birds or oth-
er wildlife. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, along 
with a little information 
about the photo—what’s 
happening, when and where 
it was taken (city or town-
ship) and your contact info. 
We will print them as space 
allows.

This snowy owl photo was taken in Monroe, Michigan by Jerome 
Jourden. Photo from the Audubon Christmas Bird County photo 
gallery. 

For the 121st year, the Na-
tional Audubon Society is or-
ganizing the annual Audubon 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC). 
Between December 14 and 
January 5, tens of thousands 
of bird-loving volunteers will 
participate in counts across 
the Western Hemisphere all 
while abiding by Audubon’s 
COVID-19 guidelines. The 
twelve decades’ worth of data 
collected by participants con-
tinue to contribute to one of 
only two large existing pools of 
information notifying ornithol-
ogists and conservation biolo-
gists about what conservation 
action is required to protect 
birds and the places they need. 

The Audubon CBC is one 
of the longest-running wildlife 
censuses in the world. Each in-
dividual count takes place in a 
15-mile-wide circle and is led 
by a compiler responsible for 
safely organizing volunteers 
and submitting observations 
directly to Audubon. Within 
each circle, participants tally all 
birds seen or heard that day—
not just the species but total 
numbers to provide a clear idea 
of the health of that particular 
population. Wearing masks and 
social distancing are mandatory 
requirements for participants. 

“We know this year is going 
to be a very different Audu-
bon CBC than in years past, 
but it is still a great tradition 
and opportunity for everyone 
to be a part of more than 120 
years of ongoing community 
science,” said Geoff LeBaron, 
Audubon CBC director, who 
first started leading the com-
munity science effort in 1987. 
“Adding your observations to 
twelve decades of data helps 
scientists and conservationists 
discover trends that make our 
work more impactful. Partici-
pating in the Audubon CBC is 
a fun and meaningful way to 
spend a winter for anyone and 
everyone.” 

 When combined with other 
surveys such as the Breeding 
Bird Survey, the Audubon 
CBC provides a picture of how 
the continent’s bird populations 
have changed in time and space 
over the past hundred years. 

Ranger Steve leads a group at Howard Christensen Nature Center.

When a position 
opened for direc-
tor of the Howard 
Christensen Nature 
Center (HCNC), my 
combined teaching 
experience and field 
research helped se-
cure the position. 
The nature center is 
located in the mid-
dle of the 5000-acre 
Rogue River State 
Game Area and pro-
vides a tremendous 
opportunity for students and 
families. 

My nomadic drifting from 
job to job ceased when our 
family settled with the long-
term employment position 
in West Michigan. Nomadic 
travel continued by choice for 
selected research projects and 
to explore wilderness. 

When Lois Allen began 
publishing the Cedar Springs 
Post, I volunteered to write 
Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche. 
My professional workload 
and family activities prevented 
writing weekly. After later be-
ing blind-sided with uncurable 
cancer, I found it necessary 
to retire early. With two bone 
marrow transplants, my health 
improved and I began contrib-
uting articles weekly. In 2014, 
my column was added in the 
Rockford Squire. 

During the years at HCNC, 
I worked on documenting and 
creating species lists but it 
was not part of my workday 
responsibilities. I spent after 
work hours studying natural 
history. The work charge was 

to establish  education curric-
ulum correlated to state stan-
dards and train staff to be effec-
tive natural history interpreters. 

As members of the Kent 
ISD educational services de-
partment, the HCNC staff and 
I created an outstanding state 
correlated curriculum. Forest 
Hill Nature Area operated by 
the Gratiot-Isabella RESD, 
Ligon Outdoor Education 
Center, and Stubnitz Envi-
ronmental Education Center 
sought my assistance for their 
development. Before opening 
the “new museum” facility, the 
Grand Rapids Public Museum 
requested me to evaluate their 
natural history floor for content 
accuracy and had me develop 
a temporary butterfly exhibit 
displayed at the hall entrance 
during the first year the muse-
um was open. 

Though my nomadic travels 
slowed, vacation time allowed 
for continued research at 
Bryce Canyon and I led tours 
for Michigan Audubon to Isle 
Royale, the Upper Peninsula, 
Beaver Island, and Utah over 

several years.
Karen and I enjoy photo-

graphing natural landscapes, 
wildlife and plants. In the 
1980s and again in the early 
2000s, I served as president 
of the Grand Rapids Cam-
era Club. I was president for 
Grand Rapids Audubon and 
the Michigan Alliance for En-
vironmental and Outdoor Edu-
cation. I served on the board of 
directors for conservation or-
ganizations and on the church 
staff/parish council. It has been 
my honor to be invited to give 
creation care sermons at our 
church and others. 

Forest Hills Public Schools 
enlisted my help to develop 
the Goodwillie Environmen-
tal School. Calvin College 
sought advice when develop-
ing the Calvin College Ecosys-
tem Preserve.  Lowell Public 
Schools requested help to es-
tablish the Wittenbach/Wege 
Agri-science and Environmen-
tal Education Center and pro-
ceeded to offer me a position 
as director. I declined and re-
         NATURE - continues on page 13
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ShopShop

Lorelei – 3-year old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Lorelei! Lorelei is a total sweetie and a 
staff favorite! She LOVES toys and will show you 
each and every one of her stuffed treasures! She 
also loves people, treats, is great on leash, and 
is such a wonderful, happy dog. She needs to 
be the only animal so she can soak up all your 
attention! She has captured the heart of every 
single one of the employees, and if you give her 
the chance, she’ll capture yours too!

Lorelei is available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 

adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Versace – 7-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair

Meet Versace! She is the very definition of a 
cool cat. Whether she’s gazing out the window 
or demonstrating her perfect loaf position, 
Versace will make a wonderful companion for 
someone with a low key home looking for a 
low key buddy to share it with. Versace loves to 
nap and lounge about the house, and her one 
crinkle ear is just the cutest! 

Versace is available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 
adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe
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3077 Wilson Dr. NW, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49534

616.453.8900 | adoptions@
hswestmi.org

Photo by Sara Cozolino Photography

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

NOTICE – All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: 3 or more acres 
between Cedar Springs and 
Morley with a trailer, 2 or 3 
bedrooms, and a large barn. 
616-363-6225. #50,51p

HOME FOR SALE

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Free – Cats, all different kinds, 
6 months and older. Call 616-
439-5269. #50
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DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655
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SERVICE
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800.982.4540
231.937.5607

• LOST • FOUND 
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Animal AdsAnimal Ads  areare  FREE!FREE!  
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55+

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Adoptable 
pups to enjoy 
Christmas 
light display

It’s that time of year 
again! Tuesday, the 22nd 
Humane Society of West 
Michigan will be taking 
some of our adoptable 
pups through the Christ-
mas Light display at 5/3 
Ball Park. We have had 
generous donors sponsor 
dogs to make this opportu-
nity possible and last year 
we had so many dogs that 
loved this adventure (see 
photos below). 

Staff and volunteers will 
be lining up at 5pm to try 
and get to the ballpark at 
5:30pm.

The Humane Society 
of West Michigan tries to 
make holidays special for 
the animals in their care.

HolidayHoliday
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

may vary depending on origin, destination, 
Post Office acceptance date and time and 
other conditions. Some restrictions apply. 
For Priority Mail Express shipments mailed 
Dec. 22 through Dec. 25, the money-back 
guarantee applies only if the shipment was 
not delivered, or delivery was not attempt-
ed, within two (2) business days.
Important Reminders

• Mail and packages weighing more than 
10 ounces and/or measuring more than 
a half-inch thick and using stamps as 
postage cannot be dropped into a col-
lection box or left for a carrier to pick 
up. Instead, take them to a retail as-
sociate at your local Post Office. This 
requirement does not apply to Click-N-
Ship customers. 

• Certain items may have restrictions or 
prohibitions when it comes to sending 
through the mail. Please see the list of 
hazardous, restricted and perishable 
mail or ask a Postal Service employee 
for more information on what can and 
can’t be sent through the mail.

• Battery-operated devices may turn on 
and make noise in transit. To prevent 
this, remove batteries from any bat-
tery-operated device, if possible, or 
make sure the device it turned off. Wrap 
and place the batteries next to the items 
in the package. Customers should in-
clude new batteries in the unopened, 
original manufacturer’s packaging if at 
all possible 

Additional Tips
The Postal Service also offers shipping 

tips in 10 video “how to” guides. Each vid-
eo is less than three minutes long and shows 
how to address packages, ship packages and 
pack a box so items arrive safely. 

Additional news and information, includ-
ing all domestic, international and military 
mailing, and shipping deadlines, can be 
found at the Postal Service Holiday News-
room: usps.com/holidaynews.

The Postal Service receives no tax dollars 
for operating expenses and relies on the sale 
of postage, products and services to fund its 
operations.

and greens have the water they need. Use high 
density foam when working with evergreen 
boughs and branches.

No need to moisten the foam when using 
dried and artificial material. This material makes 
it easier to create your arrangement.

Consider purchasing a few seasonal flowers 
for added color for your special event.  These 
can be placed directly in the floral foam or water 
filled florist tubes set in the arrangement. Simply 
remove faded flowers and replace as needed.

Or use miniature poinsettias, kalanchoes and 
cyclamen for longer lasting living color. Tuck 
them in the bed of greens or use them to decorate 
each place setting. Check the soil moisture fre-
quently as the small pots dry out quickly.

The possibilities are endless, and the results 
are sure to brighten your spirits no matter how 
you are safely celebrating this holiday season.

Melinda Myers is the author of more than 20 
gardening books, including Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine 
and her web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

 
 



darkness of pandemic to economic and public health recovery,” 
Peters said.

In the coming days and weeks, vaccine doses will arrive at ad-
ditional Michigan hospitals and other medical centers across the 
state. The first Michigan citizens to be vaccinated will be priority 
hospital and health care workers, and staff and residents of long-
term care facilities.

Even with COVID-19 vaccinations starting in Michigan and 
worldwide, doctors urge everyone to continue to practice preven-
tative measures such as properly wearing masks, social distancing 
and frequent handwashing to reduce the spread of the virus until 
the vast majority of people have been vaccinated.

People with questions about vaccines – including the COVID-19 
vaccines – should consult a credible source with answers based on 
medical science. Sources for vaccine information based entirely 
on medical science include IVaccinate.org, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, and the CDC. A comprehen-
sive set of questions and answers about COVID-19 can be found 
at Michigan.gov/COVIDVaccine.

Wondering when/where you can get the vaccine?
A consortium of West Michigan health departments, hospitals, 

healthcare providers, universities and others have launched www.
VaccinateWestMI.com where area residents can find the latest in-
formation about the COVID-19 vaccine. The site includes infor-
mation about vaccine availability, local distribution plans, safety 
and efficacy, and will be updated regularly as new information 
becomes available.
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LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The Cedar 
Springs City Council
Thursday, December 10, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:06 P.M. By 
Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was Recit-
ed.  Three Members Of The Public Addressed The 
Council During The Public Comments. Scheduled 
Public Hearings: None. The Agenda And The Con-
sent Agenda Were Approved With The Following 
Changes 6E Move January 7 Date To January 14, 
7E Motion To Appoint Matthew Hogg And Ashley 
Hamel To The Planning Commission. Action Tak-
en: Motion To Offer Up To $1500 Towards The 
Policing And Other Municipal Services Related 
To The Cedar Blitz Gravel Bike Race- May 22nd, 
2021, Motion To Approve Of A Sidewalk Waiver At 
13903 White Creek Ave Conditional Upon Their 
Installation Of A Sidewalk In The Event That A 
Sidewalk Reaches Either Their North Or South 
Property Line, Motion To Appoint Mary Evelyn Vu 
To The Cedar Springs Library Board 2020-2024 
And Motion To Appoint Matthew Hogg And Ashley 
Hamel To The Planning Commission. Discussion 
On: Paid Time Off Buyback Change To Person-
nel Policies And Kent County Drain Project.  The 
Meeting Was Adjourned At 8:03 P.M.  A Complete 
Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The Office 
Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On The 
City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: Dec. 17, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

.
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

December 2, 2020
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Frandsen. Absent: None
Approved: December 2, 2020 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: November 4, 2020 Regular Board 
Meeting minutes. Old Business: None New Business: 
Approved: Township Hall cleaning proposal. 
Approved: Hiring Derek McBeth as new fire fighter.

Next meeting: Wednesday, January 6, 2021 @ 7 
PM. Complete minutes available at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours 
and on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: Dec. 17, 2020 Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, December 8, 2020
7:00 PM

Present:  Hoffman, Austin, DeJong, George. 
Absent: Britton.

Board action approved: Financial, Accounts 
payable; Pre-pay Kent County Drain Commission; 
2021 Board calendar; add Deputy Clerk to all bank 
accounts.

Tabled: Separation of office between the township 
and village; Amend Wireless Communication 
Facilities, section 3.27; remote township board 
meetings; City of Cedar Springs 425 Agreement.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Laura Hoffman, Nelson Township Clerk
Robyn Britton, Supervisor

Dated: December 17, 2020

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
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www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
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616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Bird countBird count
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doing exceptionally well these days. This species’ numbers are 
increasing on counts in the Pacific Northwest. It is also being 
tallied in increasing numbers on counts in Southeast Alaska. 

Barred Owls are strengthening their presence in the Pacific 
Northwest, which is not necessarily good news for their belea-
guered close cousins, Spotted Owls. Barred Owls have the ten-
dency to out-compete Spotted Owls when both are present in a 
given territory. 

Sandhill Cranes are taking advantage of milder winters and less 
snow and ice cover, and are lingering into Audubon CBC period 
far north of their usual southwestern and south coastal wintering 
grounds.

The Audubon CBC is a community science project organized 
by the National Audubon Society. There is no fee to participate. 
The Audubon CBC is open to birders of all skill levels and Audu-
bon’s free Bird Guide app makes it even easier to learn more. For 
more information and to find a count near you visit www.christ-
masbirdcount.org. 

 To sign up for an Audubon CBC and ensure your bird count 
data make it into the official Audubon database, please find the 
circle nearest you and register with your local Audubon CBC 
compiler. All Audubon CBC data must be submitted through the 
official compiler to be added to the long-running census. 

The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places 
they need, today and tomorrow, throughout the Americas using 
science, advocacy, education and on-the-ground conservation. 
Audubon’s state programs, nature centers, chapters and partners 
have an unparalleled wingspan that reaches millions of people 
each year to inform, inspire and unite diverse communities in con-
servation action. Since 1905, Audubon’s vision has been a world 
in which people and wildlife thrive. Audubon is a nonprofit con-
servation organization. Learn more at www.audubon.org and @
audubonsociety. 

 

mained at HCNC. I chaired the education committee for Frederik 
Meijer Gardens for two years before the facility’s groundbreaking. 
When they were ready to hire an education director, they offered 
me the position but again I chose to stay at HCNC. 

In 2005, Kent ISD called me to the central office to inform me 
that environmental education was no longer a priority in America 
and HCNC was being closed. The superintendent told me that it 
was important but it was no longer an American priority. I laid off 
18 staff and spent the summer helping them find employment. I 
would worry about myself, when I returned from the west where I 
was already committed to summer research.

Despite HCNC closing and causing a career setback, opportuni-
ties allowed me to continue to productively contribute in my own 
small way. 

Part 5: “New Species and Ody Brook Mission” next week. Link 
to parts 1-3 at: http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/
ranger-steves-nature-niche/

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to 
Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
or call 616-696-1753.

NatureNature
...continued from page 11...continued from page 11

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10
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Consider These Year-end Financial Moves 
We’re nearing the end of 2020 – and 

for many of us, it will be a relief to turn the 
calendar page on this challenging year. 
However, we’ve still got a few weeks left, 
which means you have time to make some 
year-end financial moves that may work in 
your favor.

Here are a few suggestions:
• Add to your IRA.  For the 2020 tax 

year, you can put in up to $6,000 to your 
traditional or Roth IRA, or $7,000 if you’re 
50 or older. If you haven’t reached this limit, 
consider adding some money. You actually 
have until April 15, 2021, to contribute to 
your IRA for 2020, but the sooner you put 
the money in, the quicker it can go to work 
for you. Plus, if you have to pay taxes in 
April, you’ll be less likely to contribute to 
your IRA then. 

• Make an extra 401(k) payment. If 
it’s allowed by your employer, put in a little 
extra to your 401(k) or similar retirement 
plan. And if your salary goes up next year, 
increase your regular contributions.  

• See your tax advisor. It’s possible 
that you could improve your tax situation 
by making some investment-related 
moves. For example, if you sold some 
investments whose value has increased, 
you could incur capital gains taxes. To 
offset these gains, you could sell other 
investments that have lost value, assuming 
these investments are no longer essential 
to your financial strategy. Your tax advisor 
can evaluate this type of move, along with 
others, to determine those that may be 
appropriate for your situation.

• Review your investment mix. As 
you consider your portfolio, think about 
the events of these past 12 months and 

how you responded to them. When 
COVID-19 hit early in the year, and the 
financial markets plunged, did you find 
yourself worrying constantly about the 
losses you were taking, even though they 
were just on “paper” at that point? Did you 
even sell investments to “cut your losses” 
without waiting for a market recovery? 
If so, you might want to consult with a 
financial professional to determine if your 
investment mix is still appropriate for your 
goals and risk tolerance, or if you need to 
make some changes. 

•  Evaluate your need for retirement 
plan withdrawals. If you are 72 or older, you 
must start taking withdrawals – technically 
called required minimum distributions, or 
RMDs – from your traditional IRA and your 
401(k) or similar retirement plan. Typically, 
you must take these RMDs by December 
31 every year. However, the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Stimulus 
(CARES) Act suspended, or waived, all 
RMDs due in 2020. If you’re in this age 
group, but you don’t need the money, you 
can let your retirement accounts continue 
growing on a tax-deferred basis.

• Think about the future.  Are you 
saving enough for your children’s college 
education? Are you still on track toward the 
retirement lifestyle you’ve envisioned? Or 
have your retirement plans changed as a 
result of the pandemic? All of these issues 
can affect your investment strategies, so 
you’ll want to think carefully about what 
decisions you may need to make.

Looking back – and ahead – can help 
you make the moves to end 2020 on a 
positive note and start 2021 on the right 
foot. 

Local beers earn 
gold medals
Cedar Springs Brewing Company 
medaled for the third straight year

Community shows appreciation 
for Larry Levin’s 50 years
By Sue Wolfe

Cedar Springs Rotary 
supports North Kent 
Connect

Members of the Rotary with Meijer store director Larry Levin. Courtesy photo.

A recent Community 
Appreciation Celebration 
was held for retiring Cedar 
Springs Meijer Store Direc-
tor Larry Levin. 

At the end of this month 
Levin will end his 50-year 
stint with Meijer. His first 
position as a 15-year old 
bagger earning $1.56 an 
hour, was at the Plainfield 
Thrifty Acres store. He ex-
tended his career working at 
different stores throughout 
Michigan. In May 2013, he 
opened the Cedar Springs 
store, where he will remain 
until he walks out the door 
for the last time on Christ-
mas Eve. 

While serving as store 
director, Levin has numer-
ous responsibilities, which 
includes awarding dona-
tions to community orga-
nizations.  Many of those 
organizations were repre-
sented at the Appreciation 
Celebration to include the 
Cedar Springs Women’s 
Club, Rotary, Chamber of 
Commerce, Community Li-
brary, Community Building 
Development Team, North 
Country Trail, En Gedi, 
United Methodist Church 

Community Food Panty, 
Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA), Howard 
Christensen Nature Cen-
ter, Cedar Springs Public 
Schools (CSPS) and area 
business owners. Also at-
tending were Meijer ex-
ecutives Shawn Buckner, 
Regional Vice President of 
Operations for North Re-
gion; Greg Miller, Market-
ing Director in Training; 
Dawn Shoemaker, Retail 
Administrative Assistant; 
and Larry’s wife Kathy. 

Words of appreciation 
to Levin included seeing 
Levin on the store floor 

stocking shelves, gathering 
carts in the parking lot, but 
always making time to talk 
with customers about most 
anything--including how 
Meijer might assist in serv-
ing the community.  

Donna Clark, represent-
ing multiple organizations 
at the celebration, thanked 
Levin by saying, “Your 
support has allowed each of 
these service organizations 
to better fulfil their service 
goals to our community, 
country, and world. It is a 
cascading affect as you and 
Meijer blessed us, we are 
able to pay it forward and 

bless others.” 
“Mr. Levin was always 

willing to take time to meet 
with representative from 
the Women’s Club and pro-
vide various items which 
allowed us to better serve 
Cedar Springs,” explained 
Mary Balon. “On a person-
al note, I want to thank you 
for having such outstand-
ing employees. Your crew 
has happily helped me load 
groceries into my car and 
return the cart while deal-
ing with some health issues. 
This means a lot to me,” she 
continued. 

Scott Smith, CSPS Super-
intendent and Heidi Reed, 
School Board President, 
thanked Levin and the en-
tire Meijer organization 
for investing in the Cedar 
Springs Community which 
in turn helps all business-
es, organizations, and resi-
dents.   

Kim Gillow, Howard 
Christensen Nature Center 
Board Member, followed 
by explaining how the 
Meijer gift cards allowed 
the Nature Center to make, 
bake, and sell pies earning 
higher profits on the fund 
raiser. 

The Rotary Club stated 
their group would be do-
nating  $1,000.00 of Simply 
Give funds in Levin’s hon-
or to the Community Food 
Pantry. 

Judy and Bob Murray, 
co-directors of the Unit-
ed Methodist Community 
Food Pantry were on hand 
to express their apprecia-
tions to Levin by saying, 
“Please know that Meijer 
has helped feed thousands 
of community members and 
we are very grateful!” 

David Ringler, owner of 
the Cedar Springs Brewery 
and a member of the DDA 
expressed appreciate and 
presented an honorary gift 
card for retirement beverag-
es at The Brew. 

Upon the conclusion of 
the event both Larry and his 
wife Kathy expressed their 
appreciation. “I am hum-

After the blind judging of more than 
6,000 beers from around the 
world, representing 140 styles, 
the U.S. Open Beer Champion-
ship announced the medal winners 
and Grand National Champion. 
“Cedar Springs (Brewing) is de-

lighted to be among the nine Mich-
igan breweries who earned a medal at 
one of the largest International beer com-

petitions in the country,” said David 
Ringler, Director of Happiness at 

Cedar Springs Brewing Compa-
ny. “Our Küsterer Pils (Bohe-
mian Pilsener) and Eire Irish 
Stout (Classic Irish Dry Stout) 
both earned GOLD in their re-

spective categories. This is the 
third straight year we’ve been hon-

ored to medal at this competition. 

Rotary presenting the check to North Kent Connect. From L to 
R: Kim Latham, Carolyn Davis, NKC Executive Director Claire 
Guisfredi, and Rotary Club President Stacy Helsel.

In mid-November, the 
Cedar Springs Rotary Club 
President Stacy Helsel pre-
sented North Kent Con-
nect’s (NKC) Executive 
Director, Claire Guisfre-
di with a check for $1,000 
for the capital building 
campaign. In the spring, 
NKC began a $2.9-million 
building project that will 
nearly double the size of 
their building and permit 
them to offer more services 
to residents of northern 
Kent County. Thanks to 

generous local businesses, 
organizations, and indi-
viduals, the campaign has 
reached over 90 percent of 
its $2.9-million goal, with 
less than $250,000 left to 
close the gap.

Earlier in the fall, the Club 
participated in the Meijer 
Simply Give Program sup-
porting North Kent Connect 
at the Rockford Meijer by 
donating $1,000 that was 
“double” matched to give 
the NKC $3,000 for their 
food pantry.

Even better, our Küsterer Pils is still available by the can, 
six-pack, or case at our taproom. The Eire, along with all of 
our amazing brews, are available by the growler fill.”

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, judging was held in 
both the U.S. and Canada. Locations included Atlanta, 
Oxford, and Welland, Ontario. Judging in the U.S. Open 
Beer Championships is blind; judges know only the cate-
gories, not the names or locations of beers being judged.   
For a complete list of winners go to http://usopenbeer.
com/2020-u-s-open-beer-championship-medal-winners/

bled by the opportunity to 
have represented Meijer in 
serving the Cedar Springs 
Community. I have enjoyed 
getting to know the people 
of this fine community.” 

Kathy Levin continued by 
saying, “I am so impressed 

with the partnerships and 
commitment of the organi-
zations within this commu-
nity. People sure work to-
gether here and have a true 
real sense of community.” 
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Mrs. Lisa Perry
This is Mrs. Perry’s fifth 

year at CTA, where she cur-
rently serves as the K-12 
Physical Education teacher 
and Lady Chargers’ Varsity 
Basketball Coach. Mrs. Per-
ry builds strong relationships 
with her students and enjoys 
being active alongside them. 
She teaches and models to 
Chargers the qualities of 
good sportsmanship and the 
practice of maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle.

Mr. Dominic 
Morlan

Mr. Morlan is in his sec-
ond year as the CTA Fine 
Arts teacher. He loves to 
instill his love of music and 
drama into his K-12 stu-
dents. In addition to teach-
ing, Mr. Morlan directs the 
fall play and spring musical. 
He is excited to be able to 
provide the opportunity for 
creative outlets in a variety 
of ways through these pro-
ductions. Outside of school, 

Mr. Morlan is a proud member of the 126th Army Band.

Ms. Kristi Norman
Ms. Norman has been teach-

ing at CTA for 7 years and in 
the field of education for 16 
years. Her desire to create a 
safe and inclusive environment 
for all students is evident when 
you hear her students say, “We 
own our weird in this class-
room!” She is passionate about 
science education and strives 
to develop inquisitive and col-
laborative thinking skills in all 
of the World Changers that sit 
in her classroom.

Mrs. Kate Norman
Mrs. Norman has been 

teaching at CTA for 8 years 
and in the field of education 
for 16 years, just like her 
sister-in-law Ms. Kristi Nor-
man. Mrs. Norman strives 
to inspire her students to be 
self-driven and accountable 
year after year. The thought-
ful, collaborative talk she 
scaffolds and models can be 
heard in her classroom on a 
daily basis, making an impact 
on all of her World Changers!
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

CTA featured staff

Kristi Norman

Kate Norman

Dominic Morlan

Lisa Perry

Open Enrollment Period
for the 2021-22 School Year

January 15 – February 15, 2021
You may register students for grades K-12 by calling

Mrs. Atkins, Mrs. Bialkowski (K-5), or Mrs. Colin (6-12) at 696-4905.

OUR MISSION
Creative Technologies Academy is a Preschool 
through grade 12 community of learners commit-
ted to changing our world by developing students 
in character, scholarship, and leadership.

OUR VISION
Creative Technologies Academy will be the school 
of choice for students in West Michigan. We will of-
fer rigorous academic courses with built-in charac-
ter education, small class sizes, cutting edge tech-
nology, and competitive athletic teams. Students 
and staff will have access to the latest technology 
and be able to collaborate anytime, anywhere mak-
ing learning a continual opportunity. Students will 
be eager learners with exceptional critical thinking 
skills, willingly meeting and exceeding high expec-
tations of character, leadership, and learning.
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JumpJump

No Med Card Required 1965 W Main St, Lowell(616) 260-3098 medscafe.com

MEDS CAFE

ENJOY CANNABIS. IT's LEGAL NOW.


