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CTA announces new secondary 
principal

Algoma between 16 and 17 Mile. Photo submitted by Sara DeMull Coral. Photo submitted by Cynthia Brown Solon Township. Photo submitted by Jaime Gunderson

White Creek and Indian Lakes. Photo submitted by Ryan QuadererSolon Rd north of Long Lake. Photo submitted by Frank Mansko Jr

Area hit by high winds during storm

While Michigan didn’t get any torna-
does during last weekend’s storms, we 
did get high winds that toppled trees and 
power lines and caused power outages for 
over 160,000 residents.

Saturday’s windstorm featured 55 miles 
per hour gusts across the lower peninsula. 
Severe weather swept through Michigan 
knocking out power along the lakeshore, 
moving across mid and southern Mich-
igan Saturday morning. According to 
Consumers Energy, winds knocked down 
trees, limbs, broke 192 poles, and dam-
aged over 2,500 power lines.

We asked readers to share your storm 
damage photos, and you can see them 

here and on Facebook.
At the same time the high winds roared through Michi-

gan, some southern states also saw devastating tornadoes. 
For information on how to give to a charity to help those 
affected in Kentucky, Arkansas, and other states, turn to 
page 3.

Deputies investigate 
hunting accident

Creative Technologies Academy 
(CTA) has completed its compre-
hensive search for a secondary el-
ementary principal. Jenny Bangma 
will begin her new position with 
CTA on January 24, 2022.

This is Bangma’s 16th year as an 
educator. In her years at CTA, she 
has served as the 6th-grade home-
room teacher, 6th-8th English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) teacher, and has 
been serving for the past three years 
as the 6th-12th Academic Specialist. 
Bangma also oversees the National 
Honor Society and Legacy Tribe. 

“Mrs. Bangma is passionate about 
teaching and learning and builds 
lasting relationships with students, 
staff, and families,” said Autumn 
Mattson, CTA Superintendent.

“I am excited for this opportunity to 
serve CTA as the next secondary prin-
cipal,” said Bangma. “Our CTA fami-
ly is very near and dear to me; I truly 
view our school family as an extension 
of my own. I look forward to applying 
what I have learned from the leaders I 

have been blessed with in life; I truly 
am standing on the shoulders of gi-
ants.”

“Thank you to the administrative 
team as well as our school community 
for affording me this growth opportu-
nity,” continued Bangma. “Working 
together, I know that we will continue 
to move closer and closer to achieving 
our collective vision and mission for 
CTA.”

“Mrs. Bangma has played an im-
portant role in enriching and devel-
oping key instructional components 
at Creative Technologies Academy,” 
said Mattson. “She is a mentor to 
many, a leader of multiple teams, and 
a facilitator of growth for several di-
verse groups; her charismatic leader-
ship style allows for all voices to be 
heard while at the same time continu-
ally moving forward with a vision of 
success.”

“The staff and student learning 
needs are at the core of all that she 
does,” added Mattson, “and her broad 
experience brings the type of credibil-
ity that will make her an asset to con-
tinuing to support the growth of our 
CTA World Changers.”

CTA is a preschool through grade 
twelve community of learners and is 
a public school of choice for students 
and families in West Michigan offer-
ing academic courses with built-in 
character education, small class sizes, 
technology, fine arts, and athletic pro-
grams. Visit www.ctachargers.org for 
more information on Creative Tech-
nologies Academy. A 12-year-old Solon 

Township boy was hospi-
talized in serious condition 
Monday after an older sib-
ling mistakenly thought he 
was a deer and shot him.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
deputies were dispatched 
to a home in Solon Town-
ship at 6:01 p.m. on Mon-
day, December 13. Their 
investigation found that a 
17-year-old subject was out 
hunting from a tree stand. 
A 12-year-old sibling had 
entered the wooded area to 

call his sibling in for dinner. 
The 17-year-old mistook 
the sibling for a deer and 
shot the victim with a rifle. 
The 12-year-old victim was 
transported to the hospital 
and is in serious, but stable 
condition. 

Drugs and alcohol are 
not believed to be a factor. 
Names and addresses are 
not being released due to 
the ages involved. 

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
also assisted with the inves-
tigation.

Red Hawk bowlers off 
to a good start

Spectrum announces 
top baby names 2021



SARS-CoV-2 and will continue to monitor for variants of con-
cern.

Whole genome sequencing allows scientists to examine the 
genetic material of pathogens, including SARS-CoV-2. During 
the pandemic, laboratories across Michigan have been submitting 
samples to the state public health laboratory for surveillance to 
help monitor the emergence of any variants of concern. MDHHS 
Bureau of Laboratories prioritizes additional specimens for whole 
genome sequencing when there is increased concern for a new 
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• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan
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  Restaurant  Restaurant

 The oldest continuously operating 
brewery in the world is located at 
Weihenstephan Abbey in Bavaria, 
Germany, dating from 1040 AD.

 

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed
89 N. Third Street | Sand Lake(616) 636-5341 
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First Omicron variant detected in Kent County
Vaccination, masking 
and social distancing 
strongly encouraged 
to help slow spread
From the MDHHS

LANSING, Mich. Dec. 9--The 
Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS) and 
Kent County Health Department have been notified of a case of 
the Omicron variant in a Kent County resident.

“We are concerned, although not surprised, about the discovery 
of the Omicron variant in Michigan,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDH-
HS director. “We continue to urge Michiganders ages 5 and up to 
get vaccinated and continue participating in measures we know 
slow the spread of the virus by wearing well-fitting masks proper-
ly, socially distancing, avoiding crowds, washing their hands often 
and testing for COVID-19. Vaccines are our best defense against 
the virus and how we can manage the spread of COVID-19.” 

The Omicron variant, B.1.1.529, was classified as a Variant 
of Concern by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) on Nov. 30. Variants are classified as variants of concern 
if they show evidence of being more contagious, causing more 
severe illness or resistance to diagnostics, treatments or vaccines.

“We have tools that prevent the spread of COVID-19, includ-
ing Omicron. However, we continue to see that those not utilizing 
these tools, including vaccines, are disproportionately affected by 
this virus,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, MDHHS chief medical 
executive. “The data is clear that these vaccines are extremely safe 
and effective, and the side effects of COVID-19 are much worse 
than receiving a vaccine. I emphasize the importance of not wait-
ing to get vaccinated. Now is the time.”

The initial detection of the COVID-19 case was reported to the 
Michigan Disease Surveillance System on Dec. 3. MDHHS was 
notified by CDC that it was the Omicron variant on Dec. 9 fol-
lowing genetic sequencing. The sequencing was conducted and 
reported by a commercial laboratory as part of the CDC surveil-
lance program.

MDHHS is coordinating with 
the Kent County Health De-
partment on investigation of the 
case which is ongoing. Public 
health follow-up will include 
an assessment of the potential 
for out of state exposure, com-
pliance with isolation guidance 
and outreach to close contacts. 
Vaccine records indicate the 
Kent

County adult was fully vaccinated but had not received a boost-
er dose.

“The identification of the Omicron variant is not unexpected,” 
says Dr. Adam London, Kent County Health Department Direc-
tor. “We are fortunate that we have effective, safe and available 
vaccines that can protect us from this illness. We continue to urge 
people to get their vaccine and to get their boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.”

The Omicron variant was first detected on Nov. 11 in South 
Africa and the first case was confirmed in the United States on 
Dec. 1. Michigan joins the list of more than 20 other states with 
confirmed Omicron detections.

According to CDC, the Omicron variant will likely spread more 
easily than the original SARS-CoV-2 virus. How easily Omicron 
spreads compared to the Delta variant remains unknown. CDC 
expects that anyone with the Omicron infection can spread the vi-
rus to others, even if they are vaccinated or don’t have symptoms. 
With other variants, like Delta, vaccines have remained effective 
at preventing severe illness, hospitalizations and death and are ex-
pected to do the same against Omicron. The recent emergence of 
Omicron further emphasizes the importance of primary vaccina-
tions and boosters.

There are several factors contributing to current case rates. 
However, according to state data, unvaccinated persons have 4.4 
times the risk of testing positive for covid-19 and 9.3 times the 
risk of dying from covid-19 than people who are fully vaccinated.

Viruses constantly change through mutation, and new variants 
of a virus are expected to occur over time. MDHHS’ Bureau of 
Laboratories is a national leader in whole genome sequencing for 

Local Resident 
Publishes First 
Children’s Novel

 Karri Sanders, a local 
Cedar Springs resident 
and math intervention-
ist with Rockford Pub-
lic Schools, published 
her first novel for 
children this month. 
Sanders has always 
loved telling stories 
to her students and 
making them laugh. 
With a plethora of 
material from her 
own childhood and 
the antics of her 
two daughters, she 
recently developed 
a desire to write a 
book that she knew kids would love to 
read. Entirely age-appropriate, The DAB Letters: One Shoe 
Wonder is her debut novel. Ideal for children in grades 4-6, 
the novel is realistic fiction loaded with laugh-out-loud hu-
mor. 

In the book, Robert Grundries is an ordinary adolescent 
boy with a unfortunate nickname. In a quest to rid himself 
of the moniker, he decides to become a basketball star. His 
plans stall when one of his new basketball shoes is stolen. 
Epic adventures and hilarious incidents arise as he searches 
for it. Along the way he narrates his search and mishaps to 
his Aunt Belinda through Dear Aunt Belinda (DAB) spell-
ing letters, written with absurd hilarity that will cause read-
ers to laugh out loud.

Robert will keep readers entertained with his antics with 
content that is appropriate for all readers. Come along with 
him on his journey and see whether he can locate his shoe 
in time for tryouts, nix the nickname, and make the team.

The DAB Letters can be viewed on Amazon and pur-
chased on Amazon and through Kindle.

One-Act Play Festival

Spectrum Health United Hospital 
announces top baby names for 2021

Attention play-
wrights!  This is 
a gentle remind-
er that the Cedar 
Springs Commu-
nity Players are 
hosting a One-Act 
Play Festival in the 
spring of 2022!

This is an oppor-
tunity to share your theatrical creativity.  Please submit your 
original short play by January 3 or before.  Optimal scripts 

will have less than 6 actors, few props, a flexible set, and 
20 minutes or less performance time.  Kids are welcome to 
submit plays as well!

Selection of submitted plays begins in January with per-
formances March 4, 5, and 6 at the Kent Theatre in down-
town Cedar Springs. 

Get your creative juices flowing and turn an embarrass-
ing moment, first date, poignant family event, school/work 
experience or topic of your choice into a one-act comedy or 
drama.  Be sure your final play is in PDF format and sent by 
January 3, 2022, to cscommunityplayers@gmail.com with 
“One Act Play Submission” in the subject line.

Photo by Filip Mroz on Unsplash

 
Of the babies born this 

year at Spectrum Health 
United Hospital Family 
Birthing Center, Everly and 
Liam took the top spots for 
most popular names, replac-
ing Aubrey and Michael 
from 2020. 

Liam was also the most 
popular boys name in 2019. 
Everly/Everleigh was third 
most popular last year be-
fore moving into the top 
spot this year.

To date, 477 babies have 
been born at the Greenville 
hospital birthing center this 
year, down slightly from last 
year’s total.

Tied for second place for 
girl names was:

• Aria
• Piper
Tied for third place was:
• Evelyn
• Harper
• Octavia
For boys’ names, there 

was a three-way tie for sec-
ond most popular:

• Matthew
• Lucas
• Logan
A slew of names tied for 

third most popular:
• Hayden   
• Hudson   
• Jacob   
• Kayson/Kason
• Owen   
• Levi
• Noah 
• Remington
• Sawyer
• Theodore
• Waylon
• Wyatt
Spectrum Health wishes 

these children and all fami-
lies a happy and healthy hol-
iday season.



School and law enforce-
ment leaders from across 
Kent County continue to 
work together to keep all 
children, students, educators 
and our community safe. In 
the wake of the tragedy at 
Oxford Community Schools, 
the leaders gathered to dis-
cuss recent copycat threats 
and review safety processes 
and protocols. 

“We have long-standing 
relationships with our law 
enforcement community and 
we continue to be in constant 

communication. The recent 
tragedy demonstrates how 
important it is to work to-
gether to keep students and 
staff safe,” said Ron Koe-
hler, superintendent of Kent 
ISD. 

“Recently across the state 
we’ve seen an increase in 
threats directed at schools,” 
said Kent County Sheriff 
Michelle LaJoye-Young. “It 
is imperative for the safety 
of our students that we take 
each threat seriously and in-
vestigate each completely. 

This necessitates that each 
threat is reported immediate-
ly to law enforcement.” 

“Individuals who threaten 
our schools will be held re-
sponsible for their actions,” 
said Kent County Prosecutor 
Christopher Becker. “If you 
see something, say some-
thing - that’s the best way to 
keep our children safe.”

School and law enforce-
ment officials urge anyone 
who sees or hears a threat 
to report the threat as soon 
as it’s made. Individuals 

can use anonymous tip lines 
through Silent Observer at 
616-774-2345. 

They also encourage those 
with young people in their 
lives to monitor their men-
tal wellness and be aware 
of signs of depression or 
distress during this difficult 
and stressful time. If a young 
person in your life needs 
help, please contact the Kent 
County Crisis Services line 
at 616-336-3909 to be re-
ferred to additional local re-
sources and services.
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floor-covering storeSchool and law enforcement leaders 

work together to keep schools safe

Donating to help Kentucky and other 
states hit by tornadoes

Multiple tornadoes and severe storms wreaked havoc last weekend through several southern and Midwest 
states, killing more than 70 in Kentucky alone. This photo shows destruction in Mayfield, Kentucky. Photo 
from Accuweather.com

People are looking for 
ways to help those in need 
as Kentucky and other states 
begin to recover from the 
damage caused by severe 
storms and multiple torna-
does over the weekend.

BBB’s Give.org recom-
mends before making a 
contribution or sending a 
donation to verify if the 
charity they choose to sup-
port meets the BBB Stan-
dards for Charity Account-
ability.

“Instead of clicking on 
links that others may send 
in texts and social media, 
make a donation directly 
through the charity’s web-
site”. Says Lisa Frohnapfel, 
President and CEO of the 

Crowdfunding
Crowdfunding campaigns are 

already being set up for those in 
need.  While some may be drawn 
to providing direct assistance to 
individuals, BBB Wise Giving Al-
liance recommends the following 
tips:

*Give to people and organiza-
tions you know. It is safest to give 
to crowdfunding postings of peo-
ple you personally know. If that 
is not possible, consider a posting 
that is being managed by an estab-
lished charitable organization that 
can be checked out.

*Not all crowdfunding sites op-
erate alike.  Some crowdfunding 
platforms do a better job of vetting 
postings and projects that appear 
on their site than others. Review 
the site’s description of its proce-
dures. If they do take precautions, 

they generally announce that fact loudly to help encourage 
giving.

*See if the posting describes how funds will be used. 
Vague descriptions of how the collected funds will be used 
should also be met with caution. Thoughtful collections 
will take the added step of identifying and verifying needs 
before money is raised.

*Don’t assume pictures represent an official connection 
to the person or family identified.  Unfortunately, some 
crowdfunding postings may be using pictures of needy in-
dividuals without their permission. As a result, you can’t 
assume an official connection. Again, each site has different 
rules on what they allow.

*Your contribution may not be deductible as a charitable 
gift. If a crowdfunding posting is claiming to be helping 
a specific named individual or family, donors in the U.S. 
generally cannot take a federal income tax deduction, even 
if the individual or family is in need.  See IRS Publication 
526, for more information on this subject.  

Report any suspicious donation requests to bbb.org/scam-
tracker.

This huge tornado was on the ground for 227 miles.

Better Business Bureau Serving Western Michigan. “In an 
emergency, that is the fastest way to help those who need it. 
The BBB lists legitimate charities at give.org.”

Take time to find out how the organization plans to ad-
dress immediate or long term needs. The first request for a 
donation may not be the best choice. 

The BBB suggests starting with these Accredited Chari-
ties to provide assistance:

American Red Cross announced how they are providing 
assistance across multiple states. Go to: https://www.red-
cross.org/about-us/news-and-events/news/2021/red-cross-
responds-to-deadly-tornadoes.html

Salvation Army (the national office is a BBB Accredit-
ed Charity) also shared how they are providing assistance 
in some areas. Go to: https://disaster.salvationarmyusa.
org/news/2021/12/11/central-territory-provides-eds-sup-
port-following-multiple-tornadoes

Feeding America is active in providing groceries to those 
in need. Go to: https://www.feedingamerica.org/find-your-
local-foodbank

variant of the virus, such as in people with a travel history to plac-
es where the variant is known to be circulating.

Public health recommends that those testing positive for 
COVID-19 isolate for 10 days after symptom onset. Cases are 
encouraged to notify their contacts of their potential exposure and 
their potential need to quarantine following CDC guidance. CDC 
defines a close contact as an individual who was within six feet of 
a confirmed case for more than 15 minutes over a 24-hour period. 
Public health will prioritize outreach to Omicron cases and their 
contacts.

To find a vaccine, visit VaccineFinder.org.

OmicronOmicron
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
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PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Formerly Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
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In Loving Memory of
LARRY O. WOODHULL

Larry Woodhull passed away 
December 17, 2016.
Always remembered.

Gary and Barbara Woodhull
Patrick and Kris Woodhull and family

Ann and Darryl Stock and family

DEBRA A. ERGANG
Debra A. Ergang age 63 of Cedar 
Springs, went to be with her 
Lord and Saviour on Wednesday, 
December 8, 2021 at her home. 
She was born December 12, 1957 
in Grand Rapids, MI the daughter 
of Mark and June (Moul) Doren. 
Deb worked as a Senior Loan 
Specialist at Fifth Third Bank and 
was a member of Cedar Springs 
Baptist Church. Her priorities 
in life were her faith and her family. She loved spending 
time with her grandchildren. Surviving are her children, 
Joshua Ergang, Melissa (Marco) Laustroer; grandchildren, 
Clay, Ethan, Aidan, Lyra and Grasyn Ergang; sister, Sharon 
(LaVerne) Schut; brother, Dennis Doren; sister-in-law, 
Marilyn Doren; several loved nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death by her parents; sister, Marlyn Hunt; 
brother, Mark N. Doren. The family greeted friends Monday 
from 10:30 until time of service at 12:00 p.m. at the Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church, 233 S. Main St. Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Mike Wittmer officiating. Interment Pine Grove 
Cemetery, Alpine Township. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Cedar Springs Baptist Church or David’s House 
Ministries, 2375 Banner Dr. SW, Wyoming, MI 49509. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home 
Cedar Springs

RAY A. GORBY JR.
Ray A. “Pete” Gorby Jr. age 89 of 
Pierson, died Monday, December 
6, 2021 at his home surrounded 
by family. Ray was born July 2, 
1932 in Bailey, MI the son of Ray 
and Crystal (Urbrock) Gorby Sr. 
He worked at Muskegon Piston 
Ring Company, Sparta Foundry 
and was a full-time farmer. 
Pete loved hunting, fishing and 
farming, cutting wood and riding 
his four-wheeler on his property. Surviving are his children, 
Michael Gorby, Kathy (Kim) Newton, Sally (Wayne) 
Newton, Mark (Tammie) Gorby; 8 grandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren; siblings, Harold Gorby, Joyce Downer; many 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Geraldine and son, Patrick. A private family graveside will 
take place at Trufant Cemetery. A celebration of his life will 
take place at a later date. Memorial contributions can be 
made to Spectrum Health Hospice 750 Fuller Ave. NE Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

ARTHUR DWIGHT TIETHOFF
Arthur Dwight Tiethoff age 72 
of Cedar Springs passed away 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 
at Spectrum Health Butterworth 
Campus. Art was born October 
24, 1949 in Lakeview, MI. He 
worked for 34 years at General 
Motors retiring as an electrician. 
He enjoyed hunting, fishing, and 
boating on the Muskegon River. 
Surviving are his wife, Mary Lynn (Johnson) whom he 
married on Nov. 20, 1970; sons, who he was very proud of, 
Tom (Tina) Tiethoff, Tracey (Betty) Tiethoff; grandchildren, 
Tamara (Dan) Schmeltzer, Allen Tiethoff, David (Lauren) 
Tiethoff, JoAnna Tiethoff; siblings, Ruth Ann (Harold) 
Kaufman, Patricia (Jerry) Rennau, John Mark Tiethoff, Jack 
(Anita) Tiethof, Marcia Gould, Diana (Mark) Russell; step 
mother, Dorothy Tiethoff. He was preceded in death by his 
parents, John and Margaret Tiethoff. The family will greet 
friends Sunday, Dec. 19 from 3-5 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. The service will be 
Monday 11:00 a.m. at the Pilgrim Bible Church, 361 Pine 
St. Cedar Springs. Pastor David Ward officiating. Interment 
Solon Township Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the family.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

Pastor Jon Huizenga
RISE UP CHURCH

Meets at Cedar Springs Middle School, 
4873 16 Mile Rd, Sundays at 10:00 am

Old and new, old and young
Luke 2:28-30: Simeon took him in his arms and praised 

God saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you 
may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have 
seen your salvation …”

privilege of being among the 
first to hear what he is doing. 
Simeon and Anna do not dis-
criminate against the child, 
Jesus. They will not live to 
see Jesus as an adult, but 
they rejoice anyhow at what 
is to come. Old people and 
young people can be filled 
with the Spirit of God giv-

ing them joy and purpose. 
You are neither too old nor 
too young to experience the 
presence of God. That is part 
of the beauty of Christmas.

Be on the lookout for Je-
sus at work in someone old 
and young near you. Merry 
Christmas to you!

In the Bible’s story of 
the birth of Jesus there is a 
lovely scene in which an 
old man named Simeon 
and an old woman named 
Anna meet the baby Jesus, 
whom Joseph and Mary 
have brought to the temple. 
Simeon is moved to say the 
words quoted above. Anna 
goes and tells everybody 
who will listen all about the 
child. Luke, the author of the 
account, seems to have two 
themes he wants to make 
clear.

Old and new
The Bible is divided into 

the “Old Testament” and the 
“New Testament.” The Old 
Testament starts at creation 
and goes to just before Jesus. 
The New Testament tells the 
story of Jesus, followed by 
all that comes from his pres-
ence then, now, and in the 
future. Simeon was basking 

in the wonder of finally see-
ing God’s Son, the Messiah. 
God had revealed to him that 
he would not die until he had 
done so. That is why Simeon 
says, “Lord, you can take me 
now, I’m satisfied.”

The Old Testament and 
New Testament are one sto-
ry of God announcing and 
then delivering forgiveness 
and salvation for all of us. 
Jesus’ continuing presence 
in the world is as exciting 
today as it was then! I see 
Jesus loving the people in 
and around Cedar Springs, 
Michigan. Can you see him 
or sense him?

Old and young
Another theme is that 

these two old people are 
filled with the Holy Spir-
it so that they know Jesus 
when they meet him. God 
does not discriminate due to 
their age. He gives them the 
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs
616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW(7469)(7469)

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

LIVELIVE  
on Stageon Stage

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18thth @ 7 PM @ 7 PM

Showcasing Local TalentShowcasing Local Talent

COMING SOON: COMING SOON: 

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE
www.kenttheatre.com

TICKETS: $25.00 
per person

        DEC. 31-JAN. 2: DEC. 31-JAN. 2: 

National Comedian and Magician

CLOSED CLOSED 
CHRISTMAS WEEKENDCHRISTMAS WEEKEND

theTable Meals at The Springs 
Church
Dec. 16,23,30: Meals are served every Thursday fom 
5:30 to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of 
Oak and Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this 
free meal that is being shared with us! #tfnb

An Outdoor Christmas Experience
Dec. 23: Come and experience Christmas Outdoors at 
Frost Creek! There will be a live nativity with a petting 
zoo of camels, sheep, goats and donkeys, games and 
activities for the kids, hot chocolate, a tree lighting, and 
bonfire barrels for warmth. The evening begins Thursday, 
December 23rd at 6:30 pm with the tree lighting at 7 pm. 
Frost Creek Church is located at 15671 Algoma Ave., 
Cedar Springs (just north of 19 Mile Rd.) #49,50

Winter Break Day Camp at HCNC
Dec. 28-30: Howard Christensen Nature Center is hosting 
a Winter Day Camp December 28 – 30 from 10 am to 2 
pm. Cost is $10 per day. Bring your lunch and dress for 
the outdoors! 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City, 616-675-
3158, www.howardchistensen.org. #50,51p

REO Speedwagon and 
Styx with Loverboy
At Van Andel Arena May 31

Grand Rapids – It’s been four years since legendary rock-
ers REO Speedwagon and Styx joined forces for a summer 
co-headlining tour. While the world has changed since then, 
fans’ desire to rock out hasn’t. Styx and REO Speedwagon 
are telling you to close those laptops and get out of your 
sweatpants, because they’re set to once again bring their 
rock & roll classics to the masses, this time with special 
guest Loverboy for the “Live & UnZoomed” tour that kicks 
off May 31, 2022 in Grand Rapids, MI at Van Andel Arena.

Check out this video to learn more about the REO Speed-
wagon/Styx/Loverboy “Live & UnZoomed” tour at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=VX3AwzTy7V8.

Tickets went on sale Friday, December 10. 
“I can’t think of a better way of touring the USA next 

year than with good friends we’ve known for years and per-
formed with on many a stage,” said Styx’s Tommy Shaw. 
“What a great night of music this will be!”

REO Speedwagon’s Kevin Cronin said, “Tommy (Shaw) 
and I have done a number of Zoom performances together 
during the pandemic, and REO and Styx are ready to go get 
UnZoomed, and out on the road for our fifth U.S. tour to-
gether. Add our great friends Mike Reno and the Loverboy 
guys, and I am totally psyched. If I wasn’t performing in it, 
I would totally come out to see this show. See you all, LIVE 
and UNZOOMED!”

Loverboy’s Mike Reno proclaimed, “We can’t wait to 
take the stage and rock this summer, it’s gonna be awe-
some. These are all the groups I grew up with, and I’m 
there too. Best tour of the summer…guaranteed.”

Buy tickets on Ticketmaster or go to https://www.vanan-
delarena.com/p/buy-tickets.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

Santa jokes
Why does Santa always go down the chimney?
Because it soots him!

Where does Santa stay when he’s on holidays?
At a Ho-ho-tel!

What does Mrs. Claus sing to Santy on his birthday?
“Freeze a jolly good fellow!”

What does Santa put on his toast?
Jingle Jam

What do you get if you cross Father Christmas with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!

An honest politician, a kind lawyer and Santa Claus were 
walking down the street and saw a $20 bill.  Which one picked 
it up??
Santa!  The other two don’t exist!

What do you do if Santa Claus gets stuck in your chimney?
Pour Santa flush on him!

What does Santa say to the toys on Christmas Eve?
Okay everyone, sack time!

What do the elves call it when Père Noël claps his hands at the 
end of a play?
Santapplause!

Why does Santa like to work in his garden?
Because he likes to hoe, hoe, hoe!

What do you call a kitty on the beach on Christmas morning?
Sandy Claws!

Who delivers presents to dentist offices?
Santa Jaws!

Hometown
HappeningsHappenings
are online at 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
hometown-happenings/

From the editor’s desk
By Judy Reed

Last week’s Post Script from Tracy 
Quinlan made a couple of statements 
that were in contradiction with what I 
was told by Kent County Prosecutor 
Chris Becker about the case of Sand 
Lake Village President Mollie Mc-
Clellan Doerr. 

Doerr was charged with MCLA 
168.9544---Recall Petition Signing 

with Multiple Names for signing 
the recall petition twice for former 
trustee Rachel Gokey—once under 
her maiden name and once under her 
married name, which is a felony. The 
charge was later dismissed, and she 
was sent to the court services diver-
sion program, which is often used for 
first time offenders.

In her letter, Quinlan said Doerr 
admitted her guilt. And her last line 
said, “Someone who is willing to 
commit election fraud...” 

According to Becker, Doerr did not 
plead guilty, and she was not charged 
with election fraud. She was simply 
sent to the program, with no plea.



cal businesses can fill your 
needs. Don’t forget, many 
small businesses offer gift 
cards, which are wonderful 
ways to show ongoing sup-
port.

Support small business 
service providers

Small businesses aren’t 
just for tangible goods. 
Many provide important 
services, such as your local 
mechanic, dentist or insur-
ance agent. So, no matter 
your needs, try and find 
businesses that are active in 
the community.

You can spot these busi-
nesses by seeing how they 
engage with their neigh-
bors. Look for the provid-
ers that are going above 
and beyond to support the 
neighborhood and other 
small businesses. By sup-
porting those that have a 
strong investment in your 
community, you are help-
ing them create a greater 

impact.
“From doughnut shops to 

beverage distributors, from 
hair salons to warehouses, 
State Farm agents are per-
fectly suited to help small 
business owners protect 
their dreams, their liveli-
hoods and their families,” 
said Chief Agency, Sales & 
Marketing Officer and for-
mer State Farm Agent Rand 
Harbert. “We offer products 
and services business own-
ers need, and State Farm 
agents are small business 
owners themselves.”

Share your experience
Many small businesses 

rely on satisfied customers 
to tell others so they can 
grow their client base. Peo-
ple trust word of mouth, so 
your effort makes a differ-
ence.

In fact, more than eight 
out of 10 people around the 
world said they completely 
or somewhat trust the rec-

ommendations of friends 
and family, according to 
Nielsen. Plus, two-thirds 
said they trust online opin-
ions from consumers. So, 
tell a friend in person, share 
a post on social media, or 
leave a positive review on-
line.

If you’re a small busi-
ness owner, consider using 
your platform to build up 
other entrepreneurs in your 
neighborhood. Heading into 
the holiday season, State 
Farm’s agents are using 
their networks and social 
media channels to promote 
the small businesses in the 
communities they serve.

The next time you have 
a need arise, think of how 
a small business can help. 
Every effort counts to build 
your community, show your 
support, and ensure you 
continue to have thriving 
small businesses near you.
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Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown Cedar Springs.  He 
has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and Health insurance and has helped 
hundreds of people get coverage.

Medicare open enrollment was October 15th thru December 7th.  Enrollment is now 
closed, but there is STILL an opportunity to make a change for 2022.  If you have Medicaid 
and Medicare you should contact me.  There are significant benefits available to you.  Also 
if you have Priority Health for Medicare,  contact me.  
For those of you under 65 that need Health Insurance, there is still time to see your options 
and select a plan.  We can help you find the best plans available.  There are 
large amounts of government subsidy that may be available to you.

Christopher Conflitti
Four Seasons Insurance and Financial Agency

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

BUSINESS & FINANCEBUSINESS & FINANCE$$ $$
Three ways you can help local small businesses thrive

Car RentalsCar Rentals  ••  Van RentalsVan Rentals  ••  Full Repair FacilityFull Repair Facility
Hours: MONDAY thru FRIDAY 9a.m.-6p.m. 

Saturday 9a.m.-1p.m.
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AWD, V-6, 96K, PWR MOON, NAVIGATION, 
ABSOLUTELY LOADED!     

ONLY 45K MILES, V-6, DUAL POWER SEATS, 
REMOTE START, ALLOY WHEELS

2016 CHEVY IMPALA 2LT2016 CHEVY IMPALA 2LT

63K, HEATED CLOTH SEATS, BLIND SPOT, 
REMOTE START, CAMERA  

2017 CHEVY EQUINOX LT2017 CHEVY EQUINOX LT      

99K MILES, V-6, 7-PASSENGER, REAR AIR, 
ALLOY WHEELS, CLEAN!

2013 TOYOTA SIENNA2013 TOYOTA SIENNA    

110K, POWER MOON, HEATED LEATHER, 
REMOTE START, BLUETOOTH

AWD, V-6, 3RD ROW, 93K, PWR MOON, 
HEATED SEATS, TOW PKG 

4X4, V-6, 75K, HTD LEATHER & STEERING 
WHEEL, NAVIGATION, SHARP!

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK2016 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK

78K, NAV, HTD LEATHER, TECHNOLOGY 
PKG, 38 MPG, VERY NICE!

AWD, ONLY 35K MILES, PWR SEAT, 
CAMERA, FACTORY WARRANTY  

2017 BUICK ENCORE 2017 BUICK ENCORE 
PREFERREDPREFERRED

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE
616-754-7195616-754-7195 | 1-800-557-7171

$$15,99515,995 $$16,99516,995$$11,49511,495

$$23,99523,995

2016 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT2016 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

2013 CADILLAC XTS 2013 CADILLAC XTS 
PREMIUMPREMIUM  

$$21,99521,995

2014 JEEP PATRIOT HIGH 2014 JEEP PATRIOT HIGH 
ALTITUDEALTITUDE

2017 LINCOLN MKZ HYBRID 2017 LINCOLN MKZ HYBRID 
SELECTSELECT

$$21,99521,995

$$18,99518,995 $$20,99520,995 $$20,99520,995

(BPT) - There are mil-
lions of small businesses in 
the United States owned by 
passionate people working 
hard to make their dreams a 
reality. Rather than buying 
from a big retailer the next 
time you need something, 
consider supporting the 
locally owned businesses 
around you.

When you support a small 
business, you’re not only 
helping build your commu-
nity, but also directly im-
pacting someone’s life. Ev-
ery customer counts when 
it comes to small business, 
which means your dollars 
can help that small business 
owner thrive.

For example, as the na-
tion’s largest insurer, State 
Farm has more than 19,000 
agents who are small busi-
ness owners themselves, 
who are committed to re-
storing lives, rebuilding 
neighborhoods and invest-
ing in the communities 
where they live and work. 
This desire to help start-
ed 100 years ago when the 
company was founded by a 

farmer who was concerned 
that big city insurance com-
panies would not serve the 
specific needs of his busi-
ness and community.

This holiday season is the 
perfect time to support your 
local businesses. Here are 
three simple ways to sup-
port small businesses and 
have a positive impact this 
holiday season and beyond:

Get to know your com-
munity through its busi-
nesses

While holidays are im-
portant times to shop lo-
cal, your support matters 
all year long. For many 
people, this means shifting 
their mindset to thinking 
about local options first and 
getting to know the types of 
products and services your 
local businesses are provid-
ing.

Whether you are pur-
chasing items for yourself 
or someone else, start to 
understand how these lo-

Avoid delivery and shipping 
scams this holiday season
From The Better Business Bureau

You scored awesome deals 
this Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday, and now you anx-
iously wait for your packages 
to arrive. But with millions of 
packages delivered each year, 
con artists and thieves have 
developed many ways to steal 
from shoppers. Fortunately, 
there are also many ways to 
protect yourself from their 
shady tactics.

“Delivery scams and theft 
are particularly widespread 
during the holidays,” says 
Lisa Frohnapfel, President of 

the Better Business Bureau 
Serving Western Michigan. 
“Consumers shouldn’t just 
hope everything arrives as 
planned. Instead, it’s import-
ant to make sure you protect 
yourself and your purchases.”

How to avoid popular de-
livery scams: 

Look out for phishing texts 
or emails that pose as official 
notices from delivery compa-
nies. These either contain a 
“tracking link” or a message 
that the shipper is having dif-
ficulty delivering a package 
to you, or a link to update de-
livery preferences. Clicking 
the link either takes you to a 
form that asks for personally 
identifying information, or to 
a site that downloads malware 
onto your computer. Go to 
the delivery carrier’s website 
directly or log in and use the 
retailer’s tracking tools. 

Don’t leave packages sitting 
on your doorstep. If you won’t 
be home, have your pack-
age delivered to your work-
place, or to a trusted friend or 
neighbor who will be home 
to accept delivery. Some de-
livery companies allow you 
to schedule your delivery for 
a time when someone will be 
home. Another option some 
companies offer is lockers 
where your packages can se-
curely wait for you to pick 

them up using a one-time 
code to open the locker.  

Take advantage of online 
tracking services offered by 
retailers; if the company says 
it was delivered but it’s not at 
the delivered address, report 
it.

Consider monitoring the 
front door. If you have a home 
security camera system, make 
sure it captures activity at your 
front door and mailbox. If you 
catch any mail thieves in the 
act, save the video and alert 
your local Postal Inspectors.

Customize the delivery. If 
you know the package is go-
ing to be larger than the mail-
box, authorize the carrier to 
leave it in a specified out-of-
sight location. You can also re-
quest pick-up at their facility.

Watch for suspicious activ-
ity. Some thieves follow de-
livery trucks waiting for the 
opportune time to steal pack-
ages. If you notice something 
out of place in your neighbor-
hood, report it to the police 
with specific details.

Visit BBB.org/AvoidScams 
to learn more and if you’ve 
been the victim of a delivery 
scam.

Report scams at BBB.org/
ScamTracker. Your report can 
help others avoid falling vic-
tim to similar scams.
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Hometown Hometown   HolidaysHolidays

FREE ESTIMATES 

11896 Northland Drive 
(just north of 14 Mile Road)

616-696-1347

FREE ESTIMATES BASSETT’S
BODY SHOP
Serving West Michigan for over 50 years at the same location!

Happy 
Holidays 

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319  |  616-696-9740

During the 
Holiday Season more 

than ever, our thoughts 
turn gratefully to those 

who have made our 
progress possible. 

And in this spirit we 
sincerely say 

Thank You and 

Best Wishes 
for the Holiday Season 
and a Happy New Year!

presents
Outdoor Christmas 

Experience
• Live nativity • petting zoo
• tree lighting • kids games 
and prizes • hot cocoa and 

Busy Mom’s Bakery cookies 
• Solon Township Fire Engines

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23 6:30-8 PMTHURSDAY, DECEMBER 23 6:30-8 PM
15671 ALGOMA AVE NE • CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 4931915671 ALGOMA AVE NE • CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

www.frostcreek.org

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLC

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo Counties 
and Surrounding Areas

616-636-5565 
or 616-951-7171

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Merry & Happy 
Christmas New Year

May you have a happy and joyful Christmas
 and a prosperous New Year ahead!

Holiday church servicesHoliday church services
Celebrate the joy of Christmas at one of the 
churches in our community!
Cedar Springs United Methodist
Dec. 18, 24, 26: On Saturday, December 18 at 
5:00 p.m. join us for a Blue Christmas Service 
of meditation, with violin, scripture, and 
prayer. Friday Dec. 24 at 7:00 p.m.: Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service, with communion, 
candles, and glo-sticks for the kids. Our 
Lord’s Table is open to all. Sunday Dec. 26 at 
10:30 a.m.: We will offer our regular Sunday 
Worship. Feel free to come as you are to all 
events. Face masks are worn at all services 
to protect our guests. We are located on the 
corner of Main and Church Streets in Cedar 
Springs. For more information visit our 
website http://cedarspringsumc.org/.info or 
call 616.696.1140.  We hope to see you this 
Christmas!
Frost Creek Church
Dec. 19, 23: Everyone is invited to Frost 
Creek Church for a Christmas service on 
December 19 at 10 a.m. as well as an outdoor 
Christmas Experience on December 23 at 
6:30 p.m. Dress warm and enjoy a living 
nativity, petting zoo, games for the kids, hot 
chocolate, and a tree lighting at 7 pm. Frost 
Creek Church is located at 15671 Algoma 
Ave., Cedar Springs, just north of 19 Mile Rd. 
For more info visit www.frostcreek.org or call 
616-696-3229.
Cedar Springs Baptist Church
Dec. 19, 24: Join us at Cedar Springs Baptist 
Church for a special Sunday morning 
Christmas (10:30 a.m.) that connects Jesus 
to the story of Ruth, the first Bethlehem 
story. And bring your friends and family 
to our Candlelight Christmas Eve service 
(7:00 p.m.). Come as you are and celebrate 
Jesus with us! We are located at the corner 
of 17th Mile and Northland Drive. For more 
information, see www.cedarspringsbaptist.
org.
Maranatha Baptist Church
Dec. 19, 25: Maranatha Baptist Church, 
12786 Algoma Ave NE, invites you to attend 
a Christmas Candlelight service on Sunday, 
December 19 at 5:30 p.m. Enjoy an evening 
of inspirational music and scripture as we 
move “Beyond the Manger.” Refreshments to 
follow. Then start a new tradition with your 
family this Christmas and join the Maranatha 
family on Saturday, December 25 at 8:00 a.m. 
for our special Christmas morning service. 
Calvary Assembly of God
Dec. 24: Calvary Assembly of God invites 
you to attend our annual Candlelight 
Christmas Eve service at City Impact (288 
N. Main St.) on Friday, December 24, at 6:00 

p.m. Special Christmas treats, Christmas 
carols, and a special message to prepare our 
hearts for this year’s Advent celebration. Get 
more information on our Facebook page (@
CalvaryAssemblyofGod) or on the web at 
cscalvary.org.
Courtland Oakfield United Methodist
Dec. 24: Oakfield United Methodist Church 
located at 10295 Myers Lake AVE NE, 
Rockford, MI or online at Courtland-Oakfield 
United Methodist Church’s facebook page. 
We will have a service of readings and carols: 
“Come hear the story told and sing the carols 
of old.” For more information, visit our 
website at www.coumc.org or call 616-866-
4298.
The Springs Church
Dec. 24: Join us at either 5 or 7 p.m. on this 
holy night to be reminded once again of the 
ways that Christmas meets us in our greatest 
need, as we celebrate once again this newborn 
Baby, a Light who broke into our world to 
heal and make whole. The kids can still come 
in their PJ’s and there will be candles and 
glow sticks! The church is located at 135 N. 
Grant St. (Corner of First and Grant.)
East Nelson United Methodist
Dec 24, 26: - join us at East Nelson Church, 
9024 18 Mile Road, for our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service on Friday, December 24 
at 7 p.m. Feel free to come as you are. There 
will be candles for all and glo-sticks for the 
kids. On Sunday, Dec. 26 the 10 a.m. service 
will be one of lessons and carols which you 
will not want to miss! For more information 
visit our website or call 616-696-0661. All are 
welcomed with open arms at ENC!
Grace Evangelical Free Church
Dec. 24, 26: Grace Evangelical Free at the 
corner of 13 mile and Northland Drive in 
Rockford will be holding a Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 5:30 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve. All are welcome to join our church family 
as we celebrate the birth of our Savior. Our 
Christmas series, Anticipation, will wrap up 
Sunday, Dec. 26 at 9:45 a.m. with a focus on 
walking with Christ beyond Christmas. We’d 
love to meet you and share community with 
you! For more info, visit www.gracerockford.
com or call 616-866-2647.
Resurrection Lutheran Church
Dec. 24, 26: Resurrection Lutheran Church 
would like to invite you to our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service on Friday, December 24 
at 7 p.m. Feel free to come as you are. The 
Sunday, Dec. 26 message is at 9:30 a.m. 
We are located at 180 S. 3rd St. in Sand 
Lake MI.  For more information e-mail us 
at churchresurrection@yahoo.com or call 
our office at 616 636-5502. We hope to see 

you at Resurrection Lutheran Church for our 
Christmas services.
City Impact
Dec 25: Join us Christmas Day at City Impact 
to Celebrate the greatest gift- Jesus. City 
Impact Christmas Day service at 6 p.m. We 
are located at 288 N Main Street (next to 
Dollar General). Grocery Garage is available 
after service if you are in need of food. Hope 
to see you there!
SAND LAKE
Dec. 19 Christmas Worship Services
10:30 a.m. - Christmas Program - Church of 

the Full Gospel, 180 E. Lake Street
7 p.m. - South Ensley Unites Methodist 
Church Evening Service, 13600 Cypress
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship Services
7 p.m. - Candlelight Service - Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, 180 Northland Dr.
7 p.m. - Christmas Eve Mass - Mary Queen 
of Apostles Catholic Church, 1 W. Maple St.
December 25 - Christmas Day Worship 
Services
8 a.m. - Christmas Day Mass - Mary Queen 
of Apostles Catholic Church, 1 W. Maple St.



It’s that time of year 
again, when kids can’t 
wait to mail their letters to 
Santa! To help parents out, 
the Cedar Springs Post has 
set up a special North Pole 
drop box. Every year doz-
ens of kids use our special 
box for express delivery 
to the North Pole, and we 
make sure Santa reads each 

and every one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa, and may-
be get it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter in the 
bright red box labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E. 
Maple Street, or mail your letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar 
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

Hurry, all letters must be in Santa’s Mail box by Monday, De-
cember 20th to reach him in time for Christmas.
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We want to give you the opportunity to celebrate your 
baby’s very first Christmas in a special way. The Cedar 
Springs POST will be featuring area new-
borns in “Baby’s First Christmas,” a special fea-
ture for babies celebrating t h e i r 
first Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at NO COST 
to our readers, 
but space is lim-
ited so get your 
photos in early. 
Deadline is Mon-
day, December 
20 by 5 p.m. and 
pictures with name 
and date of birth will 
appear in the December 23rd issue. We 
cannot guarantee return of photos. Show the community 
your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at the Cedar Springs POST 
- 36 E. Maple St., or mailed to Baby’s First Christmas, P.O. 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, or emailed to news@
cedarspringspost.com. Please include baby’s name and 
birth date, as well as, a contact name and phone number.

Baby’s First   Baby’s First   
  Christmas   Christmas 20212021

PP      STSTTheTheBrought to Brought to 
you by:you by:

Letters to Santa

house ad

Subscription to

PP      STSTTheThe

We have 3, 6, or 12 month 
gift subscriptions!

Call Mary at 616.696.3655 for details

14111 White Creek Ave. 
Cedar Springs
888.336.3490

intandemcu.com

Letters to Santa, Letters to Santa, 
brought to you by:brought to you by:

Local Artisans 
& an Alpaca Merchant are 

Pop-up Christmas Shop in Cedar Springs!Pop-up Christmas Shop in Cedar Springs!

landing in Cedar Springs
for your holiday shopping!

21 E Maple St., Cedar Springs, MI

NOW OPENNOW OPEN

 

 

 

 

Local Artisans & an          
Alpaca Merchant are   
landing in Cedar Springs 
for your holiday shopping! 

OOppeenniinngg  DDaayy::  BBllaacckk  FFrriiddaayy,,  NNoovv  2266  ffrroomm  1100aamm  --  88ppmm  

 

Brynadette Powell is 
sharing her office            

so come on back and 
check out the store! 

2211  MMaappllee  SStt,,    CCeeddaarr  SSpprriinnggss,,  MMII 

Running Wild 
 

 

OOppeenniinngg  DDaayy::  BBllaacckk  FFrriiddaayy,,  NNoovv  2266  ffrroomm  1100aamm  --  88ppmm  

Hours:  
Friday, Nov 26  

Opening Day 10 am-8 pm 
 

Mon - Thurs 5 pm-8 pm 
Friday’s 11 am-8 pm 

Saturday’s 11 am-6 pm 
Closed Sundays 

 
Christmas Eve 12/23 

11 am-3 pm 

CChhrriissttmmaass  SShhoopp 

 

Holiday happenings Holiday happenings 
around the areaaround the area
Check out some of the fun, family activities going on in the 
area for the holiday season.
ROCKFORD
Dec. 16, 17: Free carriage rides from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Rotary pavilion.
Dec. 17: Live nativity at the corner of Bridge and Main 
Streets, Friday, Dec. 17, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Rotary 
pavilion.
Dec. 18: Christmas Carol Karaoke and Ugly Sweater party 
at the Christmas tent, Saturday, Dec. 18, from 7 to 10 p.m.
SAND LAKE
Dec. 18: Meet the Sled Dogs at Nelson Township Library on 
Saturday, Dec. 18, at 10:30 a.m. Tun-Dra Kennels owners 
will bring a team of sled dogs with their mushing equipment 
and talk about the Iditarod. Families can meet the dogs and 
take pictures with them. Dress warmly and don’t forget the 
camera!
Dec. 31: Countdown to Happy Noon Year! Friday, Dec. 31, 
11:30 a.m. at Nelson Township Library. We’re giving kids 
an exciting way to ring in the new year with a countdown, 
noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour that won’t keep 
them up way past their bedtimes.
SPARTA
Now through Jan. 31: Candy Cane Lane lighted pathway 
located behind the Sparta Library.
Dec. 21, 22, 23: The Living Nativity at Ballard Church of 
Christ from 6:30-8 p.m.
Santa Visits – new location Sparta Chamber office 194 E. 
Division, downtown Sparta.
Dec. 18: 9-noon with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 21: 5-7 p.m. with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 23: 11-1 p.m.
TYRONE TOWNSHIP
Dec. 31: Countdown to Happy Noon Year! Friday, Dec. 31, 
11:30 a.m. at Nelson Township Library. We’re giving kids 
an exciting way to ring in the new year with a countdown, 
noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour that won’t keep 
them up way past their bedtimes.
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Tour of lights

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Tis the season...

to purchase 
gift cards!

616-887-1791

from

8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)
www.spartachevy.com

Site Preparation • Septic Systems • Driveways
Roads • Road Gravel • Recycled Concrete

Sand/Fill • Ponds • Stone • Topsoil

For All Your Excavating Needs!

FREE local delivery on full loads

13655 Shaner Avenue, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

(616) 696-0622

Residential & Commercial
Licensed & Insured

“Screened Topsoil Special” $24 Per yard

Merry Christmas
One of the real joys of the Holiday Season 

is the opportunity to say 
Thank You 

and to wish you the very best 
for the New Year

From all of us at 

(616) 696-0622 Come see us at our NEW LOCATION:
12565 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

Emmanuel Hospice can help you navigate grief during the holidays
By: Emmanuel Hospice

There’s nothing like the warm glow of 
Christmas lights this time of year to give 
you a good dose of Christmas cheer! So 
pack up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy 
the decorations your friends and neighbors 
have put up this year. We’re sure you’ll find 
a few other treasures along the way!

We are still taking addresses, so email any 
not on our list to news@cedarspringspost.
com, or post them on our Facebook page.

Cedar Springs
City Christmas tree on W. Maple Street in 

the Heart of Cedar Springs

65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and Mus-
kegon Streets

NE corner of Park and Ash St, Cedar 
Springs

19 north N. Second Street 
The corner of Tall Grass and Prairie Run
385 Sarah Street
Sand Lake
138 E Lake Street Sand Lake, Michigan 

49343.   There is a parking lot in front of 
house so you can sit and enjoy!  Tune your 
fm dial to 89.1 and enjoy the show.  Week-
nights the show runs from dusk til 10 pm 
and weekends we run until midnight.

You’re hurting. And 
you’re not alone.

Embracing the above pain 
can serve as an important 
step toward reconciling 
your feelings during the 
holidays – days that our cul-
ture insists should be spent 
in joyous celebration, but 
that in truth can provide 
special challenges to those 
who have suffered loss.

“Grief can surface espe-
cially when the holidays 
come around, and it can be 
triggered by a whole host of 
elements that aren’t usual-
ly present in our everyday 
lives,” says Merrin Bethel, 
bereavement coordinator 
for Emmanuel Hospice. “It 
can be tough to manage.”

But not impossible, she 
emphasizes, especially if 
you are able to acknowl-
edge the potential for rough 
roads ahead, and conscious-
ly take steps to prepare for 

grief that tends to get 
in the way.

Compounding the 
situation these days is 
the ongoing pandemic, 
which can add more 
layers to the grieving 
process because of so-
cial distancing and the 
threat of COVID-19 
itself. 

“We’ve lost routines 
and a sense of nor-
malcy, and this can be 
especially traumatic at 
the holidays,” Bethel 
says.

So, how does one cope?
“Planning ahead of time 

is something we really en-
courage,” Bethel says. “And 
that means having open and 
honest conversations with 
yourself, as well as people 
in your close circles, includ-
ing those with whom you 
might be gathering at holi-
day celebrations.

“Maybe you’re supposed 
to show up with a certain 
dish, or expected to host an 
event, but you aren’t com-
fortable being in that role. 
When you’re dealing with 
loss, it’s OK to take stock 
of what you can and cannot 
do, and then express that 
to others, explaining that 
you’d rather do one or two 
meaningful things instead 

at your reluctance or 
inability to be all-in? 
Surely, says Bethel. In 
which case you simply 
tell the truth gently, 
“This may sound awk-
ward,” she suggests 
saying, “and I hope 
this doesn’t jeopar-
dize our relationship, 
but this is where I’m 
at, and I hope you can 
respect that, same as I 
respect where you’re 
at.”

At the holidays es-
pecially, sights and 

sounds and even tastes and 
smells can send us into a 
tailspin, and sometimes 
we just need to walk away, 
Bethel says. 

To those who wonder 
why you’re bowing out, 
you might need to acknowl-
edge your vulnerability, and 
perhaps answer them with: 
“I’m hurting right now. I 
don’t have all the answers, 
but I’m doing my best 
to cope with some of the 
things I normally would en-
joy during this season.”

Another strategy for cop-

ing with grief at the holi-
days is to turn it inside-out 
and try channeling your 
feelings into caring for oth-
ers. But it’s important that 
you not suppress your own 
grief in the process. 

“It’s all about being pur-
poseful with the way you 
navigate your feelings,” 
Bethel says. “Keep the lines 
of communication open and 
be real when it comes to ex-
pectations.”

For more information on 
coping with grief during the 
holidays, Emmanuel Hos-
pice is hosting an upcoming 
session entitled “Handling 
the Holidays” in the first-
floor conference room of 
401 Hall St. SW in Grand 
Rapids from 10:30 a.m.-
noon Tuesday, Jan. 11

The grief support events 
are free and open to the 
public. Attendees are asked 
to wear a face covering and 
practice physical distancing. 
Those who are interested in 
attending are encouraged to 
RSVP to EHbereavement@
emmanuelhospice.org or 
616.719.0919. 

of everything.”
That takes no small 

amount of self-compas-
sion, a gift you might need 
to surround yourself with 
in order to move forward. 
For many, that’s an import-
ant part of the grieving pro-
cess, which can be messy 
and complicated. When you 
practice self-compassion, 
you “speak” to yourself as 
you might to a good friend – 
being forgiving and support-
ing, and without judgment.

Is there a chance someone 
in your circle will bristle 
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MHSAA Student Advisory Council’s 
‘Battle of the Fans’ returns for 10th year

Red Hawk bowlers 
take 3rd, 4th at tournament

OK-Gold All Conference 
fall 2021 
Cedar Springs High School

Cedar Springs boy bowlers took third place at the tournament 
at Fairlanes Bowling Center. From L to R: John Mitchell, Alex 
Steil, Zach Vedders, Isaiah Waite, Cody Marshall, Cole Harms, 
Andrew Fliearman and Noah Bayink. Courtesy photo.

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
– Dec. 8 – The Michigan 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation’s Student Advisory 
Council will host its 10th 
“Battle of the Fans” contest 
this winter to award the top 
high school student cheer-
ing section in Michigan, 
with three rounds of com-
petition that will recognize 
nine semifinalists, three 
finalists and eventually the 
2021-22 champion.

The annual Battle of the 
Fans was put on hold for the 
2020-21 school year due to 
COVID-19, but crowds 
have returned to most ven-
ues, with county health 
departments and individu-
al school districts making 
local decisions on potential 
spectator limits. The most 
recent champion was Bu-
chanan in 2020; Buchanan 
has won three BOTF cham-
pionships, Frankenmuth 
has won two, and North 
Muskegon, Traverse City 
West, Dowagiac and Bea-
verton also have won over 
the first nine years.

Schools are invited to 
submit a short video, via 
Tik Tok, of their cheer-
ing sections in action at a 
school sporting event. Vid-

eo submissions should be 
up to three minutes long 
and explain how that sec-
tion meets the following 
contest criteria: positive 
sportsmanship, student 
body participation, school 
spirit, originality of cheers, 
organization of the group, 
student section leadership 
and fun.

The deadline for stu-
dent-submitted video appli-
cations is noon Jan. 8. Nine 
semifinalists then will be 
chosen – three each from 
Class A, Class B and Class 
C/D – to partake in a two-
week challenge where each 
will be required to complete 
five tasks further showing 
why it should be chosen 
as Michigan’s best student 
section. From those nine, 
three finalists then will be 
selected by the Student Ad-
visory Council and visited 
on a home game night by 
MHSAA staff and Adviso-
ry Council representatives. 
The MHSAA will produce 
a video of that finalist after 
each visit, with the cham-
pion being selected by the 
Student Advisory Council 
based in part on support 
each section receives on 
the MHSAA’s social media 

Chloe Fisk bowled a 483 and 
took third place in individual 
competition at the tournament 
at Fairlanes Bowling Center 
last week. Courtesy photo.

The Cedar Springs Red 
Hawk bowling teams are 
off to a good start for the 
season. With the Covid re-
strictions lessened, they are 
able to have full rosters for 
both the guys and the girls. 
The girls have nine  on their 
Varsity team. The guys have 
15 bowlers, filling both Var-
sity and JV teams.

Saturday, December 11, 
was the first tournament 
of the season, at Fairlanes 
Bowling Center. The guys 
took 3rd place. The girls 
took 4th. The highlight of 
the day was Chloe Fisk, 
who took 3rd place in indi-
vidual competition with a 
score of 483. A great way to 
start the season!

Football
Blake Scheer
Antwuan Nicholls
Josh Kriekaard
Brennan Porter
Cam Heiss
Aiden Brunin
Alex Ream
Honorable Mention

Tate Ringelberg
Ryan West
Ryan Mitchell

Boys Cross 
Country
Espen Wood
Gabe White
Honorable Mention

Carter Moleski

Boys Soccer
Carter Sherman
Cole Detloff
Honorable Mention

Daniel Cole

Tennis
Walker Glyshaw

Volleyball
Honorable Mention

Makenna Outwin

Girls Cross 
Country
Annalise Elliott
Larissa McGrath

sites.
This year’s Battle of the 

Fans X winner will be an-
nounced Feb. 18 and recog-
nized March 25 at the Bres-
lin Center.

“After a year of limited 
fans in the stands, students 
have been itching to sup-
port their local teams,” said 
Andy Frushour, MHSAA 
director of brand manage-
ment and advisor to the 
Student Advisory Council. 
“Even though we are not 
yet past this pandemic, we 
know student sections are 
safely organizing to support 
their classmates and be part 
of something that for many 
is among the most memora-
ble parts of the high school 
experience. It was great to 
see students in the stands 
together this fall, and we 
are excited to see the enthu-
siasm in gyms this winter.

“We are even more excit-
ed to bring this competition 
to Tik Tok. Students spend 
a lot of time making videos 
on that platform, and we 
are eager to see what they 
come up with for Battle of 
the Fans.”

Rules, directions for sub-
mitting videos, plus links to 
coverage of finalists from 
the first nine years of the 
contest can be found on the 
MHSAA Website at www.
mhsaa.com/BOTF. This 
year’s finalist videos, plus 
the announcement of the 
2021-22 winner, will be 
published on the MHSAA 
Second Half site at Second-
Half.MHSAA.com.

The Student Advisory 
Council is made up of eight 
seniors and eight juniors 
who each serve two-year 
terms. The Council acts as 
the voice of Michigan’s stu-
dent-athletes; it serves as 
a student sounding board 
for the MHSAA’s Repre-
sentative Council, assists 
in planning Sportsmanship 
Summits, Captains Clinics 
and other student leader-
ship events; participates in 
a yearly focus group about 
the state of high school 
sports for Michigan State 
University’s Institute for 
the Study of Youth Sports 
and assists with medal cere-
monies at MHSAA champi-
onship events.

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

OCTOBER 2021

Athletes of the Month is brought to you by: 
288 N. Main St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-843-2438
https://cityimpactmi.org

Love. Activated.
CITY IMPACT

CEDAR SPRINGS

Cole Detloff—BOYS SOCCER
Cole Detloff is a junior and starting 
center-back for the varsity squad. 
He is a three-year varsity letterman, 
having begun his Cedar Springs 
soccer career as the only freshman 
player on the 2019 squad. Cole 
has taken on a new leadership role 
as a team captain this season and 
has served admirably in that role, 

modeling the work ethic, positive attitude, and commitment 
required of all varsity team members. On the field, Cole is a 
dominant presence, marshaling our defense and organizing 
our build-up play with his vision, passing accuracy and 
range, and physical commitment in tackles and aerial duels. 
He is also a credible offensive weapon, scoring four goals 
and notching two assists through 12 games – an especially 
impressive stat line for a center-back, who are not normally 
tasked with goal-scoring duties. Cole’s tally of four goals is 
good enough for 3rd on the team and makes him, almost 
certainly, the highest scoring center-back in the conference.

See more October athletes in next week issue.



Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Grow your own 
Christmas trees

When I was child, it was an exciting and major event when our 
family selected a Christmas tree. We had a favorite seller we visit-
ed each year and searched a large selection of pre-cut trees. It had 
to be the right height, breadth, fullness, and not too large a trunk 
base so it would fit into the iron tree stand my grandpa welded. 

Our family event allowed everyone a say. My mother wanted to 
make sure it was not too full so the ornaments would have room 
to hang. Dad didn’t want it so broad that it crowded us out of the 
room. I wanted lots of room underneath for gifts. My wife recently 
asked if we fought over the final selection. I do not recall unpleas-
ant conversation. We negotiated and found one accepted by all. 
Now we cut a tree with our 4-year-old grandson.

After I grew and started a family with Karen at Ody Brook, we 
began a different tradition. We planted several Scotch pine trees in 
an open sunny area to care and nurse with good husbandry. It was 
about 7 years before any were ready for harvest. During the in-
tervening years, we bought trees from a neighborhood tree seller. 

While the trees were growing, the tree cluster served as part of 
a nature niche for itself and other creatures. Mice and rabbit tracks 
showed evidence the trees provided shelter. Feeding damaged by 
sawflies killed some branches and created gaps among the branch-
es suitable for larger ornaments. 

Sawflies are not flies but they look fly-like. They are in the Hy-
menoptera Wasp Order with four wings instead of the Diptera 
Fly Order with two wings. As larvae, they resemble butterfly and 
moth caterpillars from the Lepidoptera Order. The adult sawfly 
lays eggs in mass so when hatched, they feed and devour all the 
needles on a branch. Rather than use pesticides to prevent damage, 
we picked the larvae off the tree by hand before significant dam-
age occurred and placed them on a large ant hill as a free lunch 
for ants. 

In summer that work became my youngest daughter’s when she 
was about 5 years old. During the years when the girls and trees 
were growing and being cultivated, the girls learned good natural 
resource stewardship. Most of Ody Brook remains wild for native 
plants and animals but portions serve personal use. 

Wild species besides rabbits, mice, and sawflies used the grow-
ing trees. Chipping Sparrows, American Robins, and Northern 
Cardinals chose to construct hidden nests among the thick branch-
es. Deciduous tree embryonic leaves do not expand from buds by 
the time birds weave spring rearing chambers for young. 

For 7 to 10 years the trees are important for wildlife shelter and 
food. To insure we had a sustainable harvest, I required we plant 
two seedlings annually so we could harvest one each Thanksgiv-
ing weekend. If all survived, we could harvest two for different 
locations in the house or give one away. 

The fresh cut tree would be decorated and last indoors until the 
new year. Then the tree still offered years of service after the holi-
day season. We placed it near a bird feeder to provide winter cover 
and protection for birds. I do not know if birds appreciated our 
efforts, but they used the tree for the remainder of the winter. 

When springs arrived, we cut the limbs from the tree and placed 
them on one of the brush piles as a slowly decaying roof that 
helped stop rain infiltration. Rabbits used the ground level maze 
among brush pile logs and birds used upper openings. The Christ-
mas tree trunk was cut to sections and used for family backyard 
campfires where some-mores were made.

The annual tree ritual serves wildlife for about 20 years and 
provides us pleasure with family bonding. It helped our girls 
learn about sustainable harvest. Scotch pines are unsightly when 
allowed to become large. They are a non-native species that com-
petes with native trees. Scotch 
pine stands are relatively sterile 
habitat for wildlife when com-
pared with native tree stands. 
I recommend harvesting them 
while they are still small trees. 
Enjoy nature related holiday 
traditions that build family re-
lationships.

Natural history questions or 
topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at 
odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 
Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319 or call 616-696-
1753.
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Purple Heart, Lifesaving Awards presented 
to conservation officers and courageous 
civilians

Left to right: Asst. Chief Dave Shaw, DNR Law Enforcement Division, 
Conservation Officer Josiah Killingbeck, Richard Olds, Corey Miller, 
Capt. Jen Wolf, DNR Law Enforcement Division.

Two Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
conservation officers and 
two civilians were present-
ed with awards at last week 
Thursday’s meeting of the 
Michigan Natural Resourc-
es Commission, which took 
place at the Michigan Li-
brary and Historical Center 
in Lansing.

Left to right: Asst. Chief Dave Shaw, DNR Law Enforcement Division, 
Conservation Officer Tyler Sabuda, Capt. Jen Wolf, DNR Law En-
forcement Division.

Conservation Officer Josiah Killingbeck, Purple 
Heart; Corey Miller and Richard Olds, Lifesaving 
Awards

The DNR Law Enforcement Division honored Conser-
vation Officer Josiah Killingbeck with a Purple Heart, in 
recognition of what Killingbeck endured during an assault 
by a suspect whom he was transporting to the Lake County 
Jail in Baldwin on March 20.

While being attacked, Killingbeck stopped his DNR pa-
trol truck on the side of the road. Two men from Reed City, 
Corey Miller, 49, and Richard Olds, 48, were traveling 
together in a vehicle when they observed the DNR patrol 
truck and the commotion occurring inside.

“Officer Killingbeck, Corey Miller and Richard Olds rep-
resent the best of us,” said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. “All 
three of these men are worthy of recognition for their ac-
tions. Officer Killingbeck is a dedicated public servant who 
serves our state and stewards our natural resources admira-
bly, and Mr. Miller and Mr. Olds stepped up and selflessly 
put themselves in harm’s way to help a fellow Michigander. 
I am grateful to all three of them, and I encourage Mich-
iganders who are interested in protecting our state’s fish 
and wildlife, and pristine parks, forests, lakes and trails to 
pursue a career in the Department of Natural Resources.”

Miller and Olds approached the patrol truck and were 
able to get the suspect off Killingbeck and onto the side of 
the road, where they waited for additional law enforcement 
to arrive.

“It’s my honor to award Conservation Officer Killing-
beck with a Purple Heart, and Lifesaving Awards to the two 
men who were in the right place at the right time, and self-
lessly put themselves in harm’s way to help an officer,” said 
Dave Shaw, acting assistant chief, DNR Law Enforcement 
Division. “The department expresses deep and sincere grat-
itude to Mr. Miller and Mr. Olds in what could have been a 

worse situation.”
Shaw added that Killingbeck is a strong officer who con-

tinues to make the DNR proud by protecting Michigan’s 
natural resources and serving his community with a high 
level of professionalism.

The assailant, Devinci Osiris Dumas, 22, of Grand Rap-
ids, is currently imprisoned at the Michigan Department of 
Corrections Kinross Correctional Facility, for the following 
two felony charges:

Assault with intent to do great bodily harm less than mur-
der or by strangulation; serving five to 15 years. And as-
saulting, resisting, obstructing, causing injury to a police 
officer; serving four to six years.

Conservation Officer Tyler Sabuda, Lifesaving Award
Conservation Officer Tyler Sabuda, Iosco County, was 

presented with a lifesaving award after aiding a 61-year-
old Chesterfield man, suspected of having a stroke, who 
was stranded alone in a remote hunting cabin for nearly 48 
hours.

Monday, Oct. 4, Conservation Officer Stephen Butzin, 
Delta County, was contacted by his grandfather, Timothy 
Butzin, who has a hunting cabin in Iosco County. Timothy 
reported that his neighbor’s wife was concerned because 
her husband went duck hunting at their own cabin two days 
earlier and hadn’t returned home or responded to commu-
nication.

Timothy Butzin told CO Butzin that his neighbor’s cab-
in was locked, a vehicle was in the driveway and nobody 
answered the door, and he was concerned that his neighbor 
may be stranded in the woods.

CO Butzin communicated the information to off-duty 
Sabuda, who contacted Iosco County Central Dispatch to 
request they dispatch an active law enforcement officer to 
check the cabin. After learning nobody could check the cab-
in within a reasonable time frame, Sabuda activated into 
service and went to the cabin himself. While en route, Sabu-
da alerted Michigan State Police, who were arranging for a 
police dog’s presence at the cabin.

Sabuda went to Timothy’s cabin, and Timothy took Sabu-
da via off-road vehicle through the narrow trail to his neigh-
bor’s cabin. Sabuda checked the parked vehicle and proper-
ty and could not find evidence of wrongdoing.

Announcing himself as a Michigan DNR conservation 
officer, Sabuda knocked on the door several times, heard a 
quiet noise, but nobody answered the door. Due to the ele-
vated cabin, Sabuda stood on the ORV to see inside through 



Duchess – 7-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Duchess! This pup 
has been in our care 
for six months and is 
hoping for a home for 
the holidays! This totally 
bodacious babe LOVES 
80s jams, car rides, 
cheeseburgers, playing 
fetch, and is a gold-star 
snuggler! While she may 
seem shy at first, give this 

lady any amount of love and she’ll turn into a puppy puddle 
in your lap! Duchess would love to find a home that is willing 
to give her the time and space she needs to be comfortable, 
where she can be your only baby, furry or otherwise, and 
the center of your attention. This little lady has enough love 
to give for THREE pets, and she promises to pay you back in 
lots of kisses, cuddles, and snuggles! Duchess is available for 
adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan.

KowKow – 4-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair
KowKow is under 
the tree and ready to 
find her home for the 
holiday! She may start 
off shy at first, but once 
she warms up she is a 
very social gal. Her foster 
mom says, “KowKow is 
such a funny cat, with 
a lot of purrsonality! 
KowKow loves food, 
and she’ll even beg for it like a dog. If you leave your plate 
unattended--be warned--she WILL try to sneak some! She 
loves to be around her people and enjoys chatting and 
telling you all about her day. KowKow is also a total attention 
hog, and would like to be the center of attention as the only 
feline friend in the home, please and thank you! She does like 
playing, but mostly on her own time. What she really wants 
is a comfy place to sleep next to her people.” KowKow is 
available for adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan.

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 12  Thursday, December 16, 2021

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

APARTMENTAPARTMENT
FORFOR  RENTRENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

FORFOR  SALESALE
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Cedar Springs
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Classifieds 

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Solon Township Treasurer
Solon Township is accepting applications to 
fill the position of Solon Township Treasurer.  

Applicant must be a resident of Solon Township.

Statutory Duties include:
• Collects real and personal property taxes
• Keeps an account of township receipts 

(revenues) and expenditures
• Issues township checks
• Deposits township revenues in approved 

depositories
• Invests township funds in approved 

investment vehicles
• Collects delinquent personal property tax
• Responsible for jeopardy assessments in 

collecting property tax
• Collects mobile home specific tax
• Must appoint a deputy
• Must post a surety bond
• Must reside in Solon Township

Required: Knowledge of governmental 
accounting principles and practices and the 

ability to apply them accurately.  Availability to 
attend monthly staff and board meetings.

Preferred: Bachelor’s degree, experience with 
BS&A software

Benefits include life insurance, and 401a

Please submit applications by January 31, 2021.

Information and applications may be obtained 
at the Solon Township office at 15185 Algoma 

Avenue NE, Cedar Springs, MI.

Dated: December 16, 2021   

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES
see more see more LEGALSLEGALS on next page on next page

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

Best 
holiday 
wishes 

to our 
Cedarfield 
neighbors!

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

FOR SALE: Hospital bed 
in perfect working condi-
tion. Needs mattress. Pick 
up or delivery. Delivery cost 
depending on location. 
Only $99. For more info 
call (616) 309-3950 and 
leave message or call The 
Post (616) 696-3655 (leave 
message). #tfn

Fitness Professional - 
Date Available: Immedi-
ately. Job Type: Contract. 
Salary: $30.00 per class. 
Responsibilities: Looking 
for energetic and passion-
ate individuals to teach 
group fitness classes to 
older adults. This is a con-
tracted position teaching 
group fitness classes in 
Cedar Springs at the rate 
of $30.00 per class, 2 
classes per week. Addi-
tional substitution opportu-
nities available. Program 
is called EnhanceFitness 
and training in the specific 
program will be provided. 
Qualifications: This candi-
date must be personable 
and engaging and enjoy 
working with seniors. Na-
tionally recognized group 
fitness instructor or per-
sonal training certification 
or related background such 
as occupational, physical, 
or movement science is 
preferable. Must be willing 
and able to participate in 
1-1 in person training for 
the specific program. Must 
have own appropriate mu-
sic/device to play during 
classes. Must be willing to 
complete appropriate pa-
perwork for class sessions 
in timely manner. Current 
CPR certification. Please 
send cover letter and re-
sume to Julie Lake by email 
at jlake@seniorneighbors.
org or by mail to, Atten-
tion: Julie Lake, Senior 
Neighbors, Inc. 678 Front 
Ave NW Suite 205, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49504. Senior 
Neighbors is committed to 
promoting diversity, inclu-
sion and a racism free cul-
ture in the workplace and 
our community. “An Equal 
Opportunity Employer”. 
#50,51p

CEDAR SPRINGS downtown. 
1 Bedroom, NO SMOKING OR 
PETS. Call for more details and 
application 616-918-6430. tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb



the windows but still couldn’t see well 
enough inside. He knocked on the door, 
asked if anyone was injured or needed help, 
and again heard the quiet, rhythmic noise.

Sabuda contacted dispatch via radio to 
request medical assistance and forced en-
try into the cabin, locating an unresponsive 
man, not breathing, lying on the floor. The 
noise Sabuda heard through the door was 
the man attempting to breathe.

Sabuda rolled the man to his side and 
cleared his airway using a towel, then start-
ed performing sternum rubs to the man’s 
chest, which activated the man’s breathing. 
Sabuda retrieved his automated external de-
fibrillator from his patrol vehicle in case the 
sternum rubs stopped working, while in-
structing Timothy to meet and guide EMS 
from the road.

Sabuda performed sternum rubs until 
EMS arrived and transported the man to a 
hospital in Saginaw, where doctors suspect 
he may have suffered a stroke.

“Conservation Officer Tyler Sabuda 

dropped everything he was doing during his 
personal time and went above and beyond 
to ensure this individual’s well-being,” said 
Dave Shaw, acting assistant chief, DNR 
Law Enforcement Division.

Hiring for 2022 conservation officer 
academy

Earlier this month the DNR announced 
that it will soon begin the hiring process for 
a 2022 conservation officer academy. Inter-
ested candidates should start the application 
process now by signing up for an upcoming 
Michigan Commission on Law Enforce-
ment Standards physical fitness test and 
contacting a recruiter. Local recruiters are 
available to help prepare serious candidates 
for the process.

Michigan conservation officers are fully 
commissioned law enforcement officers 
who protect natural resources, ensure rec-
reational safety and protect residents by 
providing general law enforcement duties 
and lifesaving operations in the communi-
ties they serve. Due to the nature of their 
job, these officers often work with federal, 
state and local law enforcement officers to 
ensure public safety. Learn more at Michi-
gan.gov/ConservationOfficers.

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, December 09, 2021

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7 P.M. By 
Mayor Conley.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present.  Two 
People Addressed The Council During The Public 
Comments. There Were No Public Hearings. 
The Agenda Was Approved With The Following 
Changes: Revise Item 6Caii From Ashley Hamel 
To Shandell Napieralski, Add Item 6F Acceptance 
Of Ashely Hamel Resignation From Planning 
Commission, Add Item 6G MDOT Resolution And 
To Move Item 6D to 7C.  Action Taken:  Motion 
To Approve Of The Planning Commission Bylaw 
Modifications, Motion To Approve Of The Release 
Of Drain Easement And Damages Document And 
Authorize The City Manager To Sign It On Behalf 
Of The City, Motion To Approve Resolution 2021-
23 A Resolution To Approve Regular Meeting 
Dates Of The City Council From January 2022 
Through December 2022.  Discussion On:  Public/
Staff Zoom Participation (Ends December 2021), 
Discussion On Marihuana Caregiver Fee Schedule, 
Discussion On 5-Year Rec Plan, Discussion On 
Agenda Creation Policy, Discussion Of Proposed 
Planning Commission City E-Mail Addresses, 
Discussion On Sidewalk Policy, Proposed 2021 
Code Recodification.  Council Entered Closed 
Session At 9:31 P.M. Consider Material Exempt 
From Discussion Or Disclosure By State Or 
Federal Statute MCL 15.243(1)(G).  The Council 
Reconvened In Open Session At 10:39 P.M.  The 
Meeting Was Adjourned At 10:40 P.M.  A Complete 
Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The Office Of 
The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On The City’s 
Website Upon Approval.

Dated: December 16, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI
WEST STREET INDUSTRIAL PARK

General Notice

City of Cedar Springs (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the 
following Project:

West Street Industrial Park
19W0006

EDA Contract Number 110460

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Project will be received at the City of 
Cedar Springs City Hall, 66 S. Main Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, until 
January 20, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. local time.  At that time, the Bids received will 
be publicly opened and read.

The Project includes the following Work:

Project includes the construction of the city-owned Cedar Springs 
55-acre West Street Industrial Park which includes West Street and 
West Street Court roads, water main, storm sewers, sanitary mains, 
and a sanitary pump station. 

Principal items of work include but are not limited to:

1 LSUM Wastewater Pump Station
3,139 Ft Force Main, HDPE, 6 inch,      Directionally Bored
1,088 Ton HMA, LVSP
2,213 Ft Curb and Gutter, Conc, Det F4
1,441 Ft Water Main, DI, 8 inch, Tr Det G

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract: West Street Industrial Park, 
19W0006

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: 

 ROWE Professional Services Company     
 127 S. Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858

Obtaining the Bidding Documents

Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the Issuing Office 
on Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and may obtain copies of the Bidding 
Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.

Bidding Documents also may be examined at Dodge Data & Analytics; Con-
struction Association of Michigan; Construct Connect; the Builders Exchange 
of Lansing; Builders Exchange of Michigan; Builders Exchange of Northwest 
MI; (Builders Exchanges are authorized to share the contract documents with 
other exchanges of Michigan); the office of the City of Cedar Springs, 66 S. Main 
Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, on Monday through Thursday during regular 
business hours; and the office of the Engineer, 127 S. Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, 
MI 48858 on Monday through Friday during regular business hours.

Drawings, Specifications, and other Contract documents for submitting a bid 
must be obtained upon application at the office of ROWE Professional Services 
Company, upon the payment of $40 per set for prints, or $30 for portable docu-
ment format (PDF) files which can be obtained after completing the Request Bid 
Package form found at https://www.rowepsc.com/visitor-resources/plan-holder.  
The website will be updated periodically with addenda, lists of registered plan 
holders, and other information relevant to submitting a Bid for the Project.  Prints 
and PDF files may be purchased together for $60.

Partial sets of Bidding Documents will not be available from the Issuing Office.  
Plans and specifications will not be mailed/e-mailed until payment is received.  
The non-refundable fee shall be by credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American 
Express or Discover accepted) or in check form and shall be drawn payable 
to ROWE Professional Services Company.  The Engineer’s address is ROWE 
Professional Services Company, 127 S. Main Street, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 and 
the telephone number is (989) 772-2138.  Bidding documents must be purchased 
from the Engineer.  Bids submitted on forms obtained anywhere besides the office 
of ROWE Professional Services Company will not be accepted.  Neither Owner 
nor Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Documents, 
including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than the Issuing Office.

Pre-bid Conference

A pre-bid conference will be held on January 11, 2022 at 11:00 a.m. local 
time at City of Cedar Springs, 66 S. Main Street, Cedar Spring, MI.  Atten-
dance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged, but is not mandatory.

Instructions to Bidders

Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

The above-referenced project is a federally funded activity authorized under the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.  All successful bidders must 
comply with the federal labor standards, including the Davis-Bacon Act and the 
Copeland Anti-Kickback legislation; federal equal opportunity requirements; and 
Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1968.

City of Cedar Springs, hereinafter called the Owner, reserves the right to reject 
any or all Proposals and to waive any formality or technicality in any Proposal 
in the interest of the Owner.

Owner: City of Cedar Springs       
Date: December 2021

Dated: December 16, 2021
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FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re advertiser supported!

#shoplocal  #shopthepost
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We see you.
We thank you.

Dear Spectrum Health team members,

We see you facing every day with integrity.

We see you wiping away the tears.

We see you working long hours.

We see you giving hope and strength to our patients, 

 health plan members and each other.

We see you staying strong for your families.

We see you scrubbing the floors. 

We see you showing up.

We see you sacrificing.

We see you grieving.

We see you caring. 

From behind the scenes to the front line. 
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JumpJump

Head LettuceHead Lettuce

2/$2/$33

FreshFresh  
CeleryCelery

$$111919eaea

ShopPriceCutter.com  Not all items available in all stores.  While Supplies Last.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

AD PRICES GOOD, DECEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 24, 2021. 
Store Hours for Cedar Springs:  Sunday 8AM-8PM, Monday-Saturday 8AM-9PM 

Visit us on facebook: @ShopPriceCutter | We accept SNAP and WIC Benefits
Credit Cards Accepted: Visa, MasterCard, Discover, ApplePay, and GooglePay

Best Choice 
Large Eggs
Dozen

$$112929

Always Save 
All Purpose 
Flour 5lbs

$$111717
Gilden Hooded 
Sweatshirts 
Assorted Colors and 
Sizes

Best Choice 
2 Liters
Assorted Varieties

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI STORE
14301 White Creek Ave NE

(616) 696-5212

8989¢¢
plus deposit

Café Valley 
Cakes 
Assorted Varieties

$$339999

$$339999

Best Choice 
Raw Shrimp 
41/50 1lb

$$669999

Best Choice 
Cooked Salad 
Shrimp 12oz

$$449999

Always Save 
Cocktail 
Sauce 12oz

$$112929

AsparagusAsparagus

$$119999/lb/lb

Jumbo Jumbo 
Yellow OnionsYellow Onions 6969¢¢/lb/lb $$114949/lb/lb

Tomatoes on Tomatoes on 
the Vinethe Vine

Navel Navel 
Oranges Oranges 
3lb Bag3lb Bag

$$229999eaea

Bone-In Pork Bone-In Pork 
Sirloin RoastSirloin Roast $$112929/lb/lb

$$117979/lb/lb

Boneless Boneless 
Pork Sirloin Pork Sirloin 
RoastRoast

Boneless Boneless 
Ribeye Ribeye 
RoastRoast

$$669999/lb/lb $$111717/lb/lb

Cornish Cornish 
Game Hens Game Hens 
20oz20oz

$$339999eaea

T-Bone or Porterhouse T-Bone or Porterhouse 
SteaksSteaks $$559999/lb/lb

Whole Whole 
ChickensChickens

NOWNOW with  with BIGGERBIGGER Price Cuts on over 3,500 items including National Brands! Price Cuts on over 3,500 items including National Brands!
Stop in and see for yourself! We are NOW YOUR BEST TOTAL SAVINGS EVERYDAY!Stop in and see for yourself! We are NOW YOUR BEST TOTAL SAVINGS EVERYDAY!

FAMILY PACKFAMILY PACK


