
By Judy Reed

Anyone in the Cedar Springs Drainage 
District should have gotten a letter in the mail 
this week that the project is proceeding and is 
going out for bids.

Cedar Springs Drain is a closed storm sew-
er system which serves properties within the 
City of Cedar Springs and Nelson Township 
by collecting the storm water runoff from 
properties and roads within the drainage 
district. The drain is over 80 years old and is 
being relocated.

Currently the drain runs west along Beech 
and north on Grant Street, then west again 
between Cherry and Elm, under some Main 
Street businesses, under the parking lot 
where the old community building stood and 
westward to Cedar Creek.

The Kent County Board of Determination 
held a public meeting in front of residents 
in June of 2018 to see whether a petition to 
move the drain should be approved. It was. 
They found it was a hazard to be running un-
derneath buildings, especially if the old pipes 

burst.
In the letter residents should have re-

ceived, it says that there will be installa-
tion of approximately 760 feet of 60-inch 
by 38-inch elliptical concrete storm sewer 
and 815 feet of 45-inch by 29-inch ellip-
tical concrete storm sewer with an aver-
age depth of seven feet. The project also 
includes 2,600 square yards of road res-
toration, lowering water mains, concrete 
drive restoration, and concrete curb and 
gutter. 

The bids will be opened on December 
18 and the contract awarded.

In the letter residents received, they 
should also have been given what portion 
of the cost they will be paying over a 20-
year period. After the bid has been award-
ed, residents will then be notified what the 
dollar amount is that they will be assessed. 
It will be assessed in each winter tax bill. 
Note that both the drainage district map 
and apportionment list was updated on 
the Kent County Drain Commission web-

Cedar Springs City Hall temporarily closed
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Family loses home in fire
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The Cedar Springs City 
Hall is closed to the pub-
lic this week (December 8 
through December 13) due 
to staff COVID exposure.  

Staff will continue to 
work remotely and will be 
available to assist the pub-
lic via phone and e-mail on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday during regular 
business hours.  The Regu-
lar City Council meeting on 
December 10 will be held 

Tree lighting 
held virtually

Mayor Pro Tem Rose Powell with Santa and Mrs. Claus at 
the tree lighting ceremony. Photo by Donna Clark.

By Judy Reed

COVID-19 can’t stop 
Christmas from coming, 
and it didn’t stop the an-
nual tree lighting in Cedar 
Springs either. A handful 
of people gathered Satur-
day afternoon for the an-
nual ritual, which is put 
on by the Cedar Springs 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and the event was 
livestreamed on Face-
book. Even Santa and 

Mrs. Claus (played by 
Tony and Delores Ow-
ens) were on hand for the 
ceremony, just like every 
year.

The tree will be lit each 
evening, in the Heart of 
Cedar Springs, near the 
amphitheater. Feel free 
to visit and take a holiday 
photo! For other places to 
visit to see lights, please 
turn to our Tour of Lights 
on page 7.

via ZOOM with sign in creden-
tials posted on the City’s web-
site under NEWS. You can find 
the agenda packet on the city’s 

website at https://cityofcedar-
springs.org/wp-content/uploads/
minutes-agendas-packets/Agen-
da-Packet_2020-12-10.pdfCity 
Hall is expected to reopen to the 
public on Monday, December 
14, for regular business hours if 
there are no additional COVID 
complications.

This home at 15797 Algoma was a total loss. Post 
photos by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

Smoke billowed from a So-
lon Township home Monday 
as seven area fire departments 
battled the blaze.

According to Solon Town-
ship Fire Chief Jeff Drake, 
they were dispatched to 15797 
Algoma Ave, just north of 19 
Mile Rd at 2:02 p.m. Mon-
day, December 7, and arrived 
on scene three minutes later 
at 2:05 p.m. He said that the 
initial 911 call indicated the 
fire was outside of the home. 
When the first unit arrived on 
scene, they found heavy fire 

on the exterior wall of the dou-
ble-wide mobile home with a 
walk-out basement.

“The fire was discovered 
outside by a family member 
earlier near the chicken coops,” 
explained Drake. “Fire spread 
to multiple chicken coops and 
eventually to the residential 
structure.” He said there was 
a delay in reporting the fire of 
more than 10 minutes. 

With the fire spreading rapid-
ly, the fire departments fought 
the fire defensively. The build-
ing and contents were a total 
loss, estimated at $200,000 for 
structure and contents.

He said the fire was deemed accidental.
The three people at home at the time of the fire 

all escaped without injury.
Drake said the property was insured, and the in-

surance company is providing shelter for the fam-
ily at an area hotel.  “They were referred to North 
Kent Connect for clothing and other assistance,” 
he said. Some donations were also being gathered 
for the family by area residents.

The fire departments assisting Solon on the 
call included Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Algoma, 
Kent City, Sparta, and Plainfield Fire Depart-
ments. Kent County Sheriff deputies also assisted 
at the scene.



Jurisdiction & Precinct Date Time
Byron Township, Precinct 1 Wednesday, December 9, 2020 9AM-5PM
East Grand Rapids City, Precinct 5 Thursday, December 10, 2020 9AM-5PM
Grandville City, Precinct 5 Friday, December 11, 2020 9AM-5PM
Wyoming City, Precinct 26 Monday, December 14, 2020 9AM-5PM
Plainfield Township, Precinct 4 Tuesday, December 15, 2020 9AM-5PM
Cannon Township, Precinct 6 Wednesday, December 16, 2020 9AM-5PM
Cascade Township, Precinct 10 Thursday, December 17, 2020 9AM-5PM
Grand Rapids City, Precinct 22 Friday, December 18, 2020 9AM-5PM
Caledonia Township, Precinct 6 Monday, December 21, 2020 9AM-5PM
Oakfield Township, Precinct 3 TBD 9AM-5PM
Grand Rapids Township, Precinct 1 TBD 9AM-5PM

GRAND RAPIDS, MI - Kent 
County Clerk Lisa Posthumus 
Lyons has announced the 
schedule of the post-elec-
tion audits that her office 
will conduct following the 
General Election. The au-
dits are to begin Wednes-
day, December 9 and will 
continue throughout the month 
of December.

In accordance with Michigan Elec-
tion Law, Lyons’ office conducts post-election 
audits of between 10 and 12 of Kent Coun-
ty’s 252 precincts following every statewide 
General Election. Additionally, post-election 
audits are routinely held following local, 
and special elections. Post-election audits 
thoroughly review the administrative proce-
dures performed before, during, and after the 
conduct of an election, including a review of 
voted Election Day and absentee ballots with 
a manual recount of selected contested rac-
es. For this audit, the county will recount the 
votes for President of the United States and 
United States Senator. The review of voted 
ballots serves to confirm that the equipment 
used to count votes worked properly and re-
ported the correct result. Information collect-
ed as part of the post-election audit process is 
public information and the results are used as 

an educational tool for the city and 
township clerks that conduct the 

county’s elections.
“The spotlight on this elec-

tion has provided every voter 
with a tremendous opportu-
nity to learn exactly how our 
elections are administered. 

Critical to understand are the 
many checks-and-balances that 

we perform before, during, and after 
every election to ensure that our elections 

are conducted properly. Elections in Kent 
County are secure, accurate, fair, and trans-
parent and these audits provide the public 
with the assurance.” Clerk Lyons said.

All post-election Audits, which are open to 
the public and media, will begin at 9 a.m. on 
the scheduled days, and take place at the Kent 
County Administration Building, 300 Mon-
roe Ave. N.W., Grand Rapids, MI 49503. A 
schedule of audits is below, and also avail-
able at www.KentCountyVotes.com.

 The Post-Election Audit Manual for Elec-
tion Administrators is available at: https://
www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Post_
Election_Audit_Manual_418482_7.pdf

 The Post-Election Audit Checklist is 
available at: https://www.michigan.gov/doc-
uments/sos/Post_Election_Audit_Check-
list_418481_7.pdf
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37 4th St. • Sand Lake (behind Wesco)

PATSY’SPATSY’S  
        HairHair Place Place&&BarbershopBarbershop

Follow us on facebook

OPEN! Tuesday-Friday 9am to 5 pm 616-636-4500

Monday 12/14 

FREE
Kid Haircuts 

11 & under 
by appt.

&&
Tuesday 12/15 

FREE 
Veterans 
Haircuts 
by appt. 

NOW SELLING
• Free of paraben, free of triclosan, free of 

heavy metals
• Phosphate Free, formaldehyde free, 

phthalates free
• Dermatologist tested
• Developed in our own laboratories
• Reject the use of animal ingredients
•	 Do	not	use	plants	in	danger	of	extinction
• Non-GMO
• Animal cruelty free
• All product processes comply with GMP 

Standard	(good	manufacturing	practice)

Beauty & More

Evening Appointments Available

We’re giving back to our community We’re giving back to our community 

Call
 616-636-4500 

for an
appointment

Or shop online @ www.farmasius.com/melissakleyn

Toys for Tots collection 
a big success

Kent County clerk 
announces schedule of 
post-election audits

Kent District Library expands 
availability and extends 
checkout times of hotspots

Post photo by L. Allen

By Judy Reed While many Toys for Tots collection boxes sit half emp-
ty, the one at the Post is overflowing, just like it does every 

year—and it’s all due to the 
generosity of our readers.

A big thank you to every-
one that dropped off toys at 
The Post for the Kent Coun-
ty Toys for Tots program this 
year! It was a big success, 
and we are always amazed at 
the great donations. The toys 
are going to make a lot of 
kids happy this Christmas!

These toys will be picked 
up on Monday. But you can 
still make an online donation 
at our fundraising page for 
Toys for Tots. If you’d like 
to make a monetary donation 
instead, just go to https://
tinyurl.com/Posttoysfor-
tots. They could really use 
your donations this year! 
All donations through Team 
and Personal pages are man-
aged with the same 97 per-
cent to 3 percent program 
to support ratio as any oth-
er form of dollar donation 
to the program, with over 
97 percent of your dona-
tions going to the mission of 
providing toys, books, and 
other gifts to less fortunate 
children.

Kent County, Michigan – 
Mobile Wi-Fi Hotspots are 
now available for pick up 
at all Kent District Library 
branch locations, when pre-
viously they were only avail-
able at seven branches.  

A Wi-Fi hotspot is a small 

piece of equipment that will 
set up a wireless network 
that allows a houseful of 
people to connect to the In-
ternet via cellular service.

KDL has also increased 
the amount of time that 
hotspots can be checked out 

from three weeks to four 
months.

 The library has over 
1,000 hotspots available 
for checkout. The hotspots 
are part of the Beyond 
Books Collection and 
are available to library 
cardholders age 18 and older. 
“With an estimated 37,000 
households without broad-
band Internet access in Kent 
County, during this time of 
crisis, it’s important to help 
as many people as we can,” 
said Carrie Wilson, Director 
of Library Services at KDL. 
“With so many people work-
ing and learning from home, 
the need for Internet access 
is greater than ever before.”

To check out a hotspot, 
visit kdl.org and search on 
the term “hotspot” to place a 
hold. Hotspots can be picked 
up and returned at any KDL 
branch. People who live in 
the KDL service area and do 
not have a library card can 
register for one online at kdl.
org/virtual or by calling 616-
784-2007.

 

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

In 1850, Louis 
Pasteur studied 
beer. After find-
ing it ‘was alive’, 

he invented 
pasteurization.



remain closed for dine-in 
service, but can remain 
open for outdoor dining, 
carry-out and delivery. 
Gyms are open for individ-
ual exercise with mandato-
ry masking and additional 

strict safety measures. Ca-
sinos, movie theaters and 
group exercise classes re-
main closed. 

Colleges, universities and 
high schools will continue 
with remote learning, with 

no in-person classes.
Professional and college 

sports meeting extraordi-
nary standards for risk mit-
igation may continue with-
out spectators. However, 

The Michigan State Police are alerting con-
sumers of a scam claiming to be 
from Amazon and Apple. The Feder-
al Trade Commission (FTC) announced 
that scammers are calling consumers and pos-
ing as both Amazon and Apple representatives. 
Scammers will call stating that there is a suspi-
cious purchase, lost package, or unfilled order 
or there is an issue with your iCloud account.  

In both scenarios, the scammers say you can con-
veniently press 1 to speak with a customer service repre-
sentative or provide you with a number to call. Do NOT do 
either, it is a scam! This is an attempt to steal your person-
al information, like your account password or credit card 
number.

If you get an unexpected call or message about a problem 

with any of your accounts, hang up.
Do NOT press 1 to speak with customer sup-

port
Do NOT call a phone number they gave you

Do NOT give out your personal information
If you believe there is a legitimate prob-

lem with your accounts, contact the 
company using the correct contact 

number for customer service and support.  Share 
this information with family members including the 

elderly who are often subject to become victims of these 
types of scams.

Link:  https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2020/12/
fake-calls-apple-and-amazon-support-what-you-need-
know?utm_source=govdelivery

Jurisdiction & Precinct Date Time
Byron Township, Precinct 1 Wednesday, December 9, 2020 9AM-5PM
East Grand Rapids City, Precinct 5 Thursday, December 10, 2020 9AM-5PM
Grandville City, Precinct 5 Friday, December 11, 2020 9AM-5PM
Wyoming City, Precinct 26 Monday, December 14, 2020 9AM-5PM
Plainfield Township, Precinct 4 Tuesday, December 15, 2020 9AM-5PM
Cannon Township, Precinct 6 Wednesday, December 16, 2020 9AM-5PM
Cascade Township, Precinct 10 Thursday, December 17, 2020 9AM-5PM
Grand Rapids City, Precinct 22 Friday, December 18, 2020 9AM-5PM
Caledonia Township, Precinct 6 Monday, December 21, 2020 9AM-5PM
Oakfield Township, Precinct 3 TBD 9AM-5PM
Grand Rapids Township, Precinct 1 TBD 9AM-5PM

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.
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Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

MDHHS extends epidemic 
order 12 more days 
Indoor and outdoor gatherings to remain limited, department to 
closely monitor hospital beds with COVID patients, rate of case 
growth, positivity rate prior to re-engagement

State police warns of scam calls

Pause to Save Lives
COVID-19

Two-household gathering  
(high precautions)* 

Small outdoor gatherings  
(25 people)

Retail

Preschool through 8th grade  
(local district choice)

Childcare

Manufacturing, construction, 
other work that is impossible 

to do remotely, including 
technical education

Public transit

Hair salons, barber shops,  
other personal services

Gyms, ice rinks, and pools 
(for individual exercise)

Restaurants and bars (outdoor 
dining, takeout, and delivery)

Professional sports**  
(without spectators)

Parks and outdoor  
recreation

Funerals  
(25 people)

Health care

For more information about the order, visit Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.  
Questions or concerns can be emailed to COVID19@michigan.gov.

High schools  
(in-person learning)

Colleges and universities 
(in-person learning)

Workplaces, when work can 
be done from home

Restaurants and bars 
(indoor dining)

Organized sports, except 
professional sports

Theaters, movie theaters, 
stadiums, arenas

Bowling centers, trampoline 
parks, indoor water parks

Bingo halls, casinos,  
arcades 

Group fitness classes

Not openOpen

*See Social Gathering Guidance.
**Includes a limited number of NCAA sports.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) has ex-
tended by 12 days the epi-
demic order that restricts in-
door social gatherings and 
other group activities. This 
means existing “pause” 
measures will stay in place 
until December 20.

Their reasoning is that 
the additional 12 days “will 
allow the department to de-
termine the full impact of 
the Thanksgiving holiday 
on the spread of COVID-19 
across Michigan.”

Under the order, MDHHS 
continues to urge families 
to avoid indoor gatherings, 
and only two households 
may gather inside, with 
strict protocols recom-
mended. Individuals should 
wear masks consistently 
whenever they are inside 
with individuals not in their 
household and are recom-
mended to pick only a small 
group to see regularly. 

Bars and restaurants must 

Firefighters return to Michigan after 
assisting with historic western wildfire 
season
By Kathleen Lavey, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Paige Gebhardt, of Cedar Springs, is a Re-
source Analyst with the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources Forest Resources Divi-
sion. She helped make digital and paper maps 
at two western fires this year, in California and 
in Wyoming. This photo was taken during the 
Mullen Fire south of Centennial, Wyoming. 

Firefighters from an unidentified crew working along the Lake Fire in Los An-
geles County, California in August. (InciWeb photo)

Paul Dunn has been fighting 
wildfires in Michigan for 15 
years, the last two of them as a 
full-time firefighter for the Mich-
igan Department of Natural Re-
sources.

Late this summer, he got his 
first chance to go west, driving a 

DNR Type 6 off-road engine with 
colleague Ben Osterland, arriving 
at the Lake Fire near Santa Clari-
ta, California on Aug. 24. The fire 
burned more than 31,000 acres 
of big-cone Douglas fir, oak and 
gray pine between Aug. 12 and 
Sept. 28.

Once on site, the duo from Michigan was 
assigned to mop-up duties in areas where the 
fire had already passed through. They made 
many trips up and down the mountain to look 
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ChurchChurch
spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories

Church ConnectionChurch Connection
DirectoryDirectory

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Drive-in Service Sundays @ 9:30 am
transmitted over FM radio 95.5 WLOV 
until the end of 2020, or tbd.

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

He that reproveth a scorner getteth to himself shame: and 
he that rebuketh a wicked man getteth himself a blot.

Proverbs 9:7

The only fool bigger than the 
person who knows it all is the 
person who argues with him.

Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

PP      STST ObituaryObituary

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Pastor Richard Nichols
CEDAR CREEK COMMUNITY 

CHURCH

HOW LONG SHOULD WE 
WAIT?

After Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, he spent 40 days 
with his apostles, teaching while they listened. His teaching 
was drawing to a conclusion and included their immediate 
future. We read in part, “wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. (5) For John truly 
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baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 1:4b-5 KJV).  

For some reason, this prompted the 11 apostles, to ask a 
question. “When they therefore were come together, they 
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6 KJV). But Jesus 
told them plainly they did not need to know. “And he said 
unto them, ‘It is not for you to know the times or the sea-
sons, which the Father hath put in his own power’” (Acts 
1:7 KJV).   

I mention this because their world changed in seconds, 
a world that has some similarities to our world under the 
dark cloud of a pandemic.  “And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9).  I think I would 
have had a lot more questions at that point. “Wait, where 
are you going?” “Can you be a little more specific?” “How 
long do we have to wait?” and a few hundred more.   

They are gazing, seeing Jesus taken up, disappearing as 
he is enveloped by the clouds; well, that’s really not some-
thing you see every day. They did many “new normal” 
things, like learning from someone who was crucified and 
now risen from death to life. And, they returned to Jerusa-
lem and gathered with over 100 more followers of Jesus. 
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and suppli-
cation, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brethren” (Acts 1:14).  

Because we have God’s word in holy scripture, we know 
these people had been pulled out of their normal lives and 
called to do something totally different, yet not knowing 
what. We do know they were in a wonderfully weird place 
to be; our Lord trusted these folks to continue his ministry 
on earth, to start the church. This is the same ministry God 
trusts us with, to carry on faithfully, even in the middle of a 
pandemic, not knowing what it is going to look like when 
all the restrictions are lifted.   

They waited and prayed in that upper room and we know 
what God made of that. Can we, will we place our trust in 
his plan for us, too, when the time is right and safe? We 
wait as long as the Lord wants us to.



VICTOR L. HAVENER
Victor Louis 
Havener, age 
91, of Cedar 
Springs, MI 
passed away 
quietly of 
A l z h e i m e r ’ s 
and entered his 
heavenly home 
on Wednesday, 
November 25, 
2020. Victor was born October 19, 1929 
in Utica, New York, the son of Paul and 
Minnie Havener. He lived most of his life in 
San Diego, California and moved to Cedar 
Springs, Michigan with his wife in 2016 to 
live with his daughter-in-law and family, 
Rebecca Powell. Victor was a kind, loving, 
gentle man and father who exemplified the 
life of Christ. Everyone who knew Victor 
will miss his kind smile and gentle spirit. 
Victor served proudly in the United States 
Army in Korea during the Korean Conflict. 
He then worked in the aerospace industry 
as an electronics technician, first for Aerojet 
in Los Angeles, then for Teledyne Ryan 
in San Diego. He had a lifelong passion 
for electronics, autos and motorcycles, 
and enjoyed tinkering in his garage where 
he could fix just about anything. Victor is 
survived by his wife, Elizabeth Havener; his 
beloved children, Michael (Joy) Havener 
of Alpine, CA, Theresa Schumacher of 
Jacksonville, OR, Cynthia (Ray) Bedsaul 
of Sierra Vista, AZ; daughter-in-law, Lisa 
Havener of Port Orchard, WA; stepchildren, 
Michael (Kim) Bowersox of Beauford, SC, 
Michelle (Anthony) Iarocci of Marathon, 
FL; daughter-in-law, Rebecca Powell of 
Cedar Springs, MI. Six grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. Brother-in-laws; 
David (Vicki) Parks, Doug Voller; sister-
in-law, Jean Parks. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; first wife, Jacqueline 
Havener; son, David Havener; son-in-law, 
John Schumacher; stepson, Norman Powell; 
brothers, Paul and Raymond Havener. The 
family wishes to thank Faith Hospice and 
Emerald Meadows Assisted Living Facility 
for their loving care and kindness during his 
final days. A private service at Spring Arbor 
Cemetery will be held in the future. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

YVONNE J. HENDRICK
 
Yvonne J. 
H e n d r i c k 
(Brownell) age 
88 of Pierson 
died Thursday, 
December 3, 
2020 at Green 
Acres of 
Cedar Springs. 
Yvonne was 
born August 22, 
1932 in Walker 
Township, MI the daughter of Leon and 
Thelma (Geer) Fox. Surviving are her 
children, Douglas (Edie) Brownell, Debra 
(Hank) Hemmes, Darcy (Jim) Wilcox, Denise 
(Scott) Fisk; grandchildren, Jamie Brownell, 
Sara Jestila, Kyle (Tiffany Bannen) Wilcox, 
Melissa Fisk, Scott (Melanie Magoon) Fisk, 
Jr; great-grandchildren, Audrey, Evelyn, 
Madison, Lane; many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her husbands, 
William Brownell and Darwin Hendrick; 
special friend, Tony Husar; siblings, Norris, 
Erwin, Beverly and Barbara. A private family 
graveside service was held on Wednesday, 
December 9 at Solon Township Cemetery. 
Mr. Craig Caswell speaking. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Faith Hospice 
or Green Acres of Cedar Springs. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

FRANKLIN E. PAGEL
Franklin E. 
Pagel age 93 
went to serve on 
the Lord’s Navy 
on Sunday, 
December 6, 
2020. Frank 
was born 
November 18, 
1927 in Grand 
Rapids, MI the 
son of Arnold 
C. and Helen K. M. (Bellingsley) Pagel. 
He proudly served in the United States 
Navy from 1946-1954 in WWII and the 
Korean War. Frank retired from McDonald 
Douglas/Boeing where he was an engineer 
for over 25 years. He was a proud member 
of the American Legion Post #311 for over 
45 years. He’s a paid for life member and 
held several chairman and officer positions, 
including Post Commander. Frank served 
in the Northern Kent County Veteran’s 
Honor Guard for over 30 years holding 
several positions, including 20 years as 
Commander. He was very involved in his 
community and a lifetime member of the 
Red Flannel Gun Club. Frank was a Master 
Marksmanship Shooter and competed 
in several competitions, winning several 
awards. He enjoyed helping any veteran 
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ObituaryObituaryObituaryObituary ObituaryObituary that he could and teaching his children 
and grandchildren the importance of our 
freedom and flag. He enjoyed shooting, 
hunting, reading and spending time with 
family. If he wasn’t doing one of these 
things, he was in the pole barn fixing or 
building something. He was a loving man, 
husband, dad and grandpa. Frank will be 
missed by many. He will be remembered 
for his “tell it like it is” approach, loving 
advice and was always there if you needed 
him. Surviving are his children, Marilyn 
VanRiper of Bay City; LoraLee (Jeff) 
Nauta of Kent City; Dan (Marilyn) Pagel 
of Comstock Park; Jay (Lisa) Nauta of 
Atlanta, GA; Trudy (Gale) Billow of 
Cedar Springs and Tony (Melissa) Parker 
of Comstock Park. He was a lovingly 
known as Papa to 10+ grandchildren and 
8 great-grandchildren. He was preceded 
in death by his wife of 34 years, Nancy; 
first wife, Margaret; son, Frank Jr.; sister, 
Sharon Landon and brother, Arnie Pagel. 
The family would like to thank everyone 
involved in his care at StoryPoint of 
Rockford. We will be forever thankful for 
the love and care you gave of our father 
and to Spectrum Hospice for making dad’s 
last days comfortable. The family will 
greet friends Thursday, December 10 from 
11:30 a.m. until time of service at 1:00 
p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Every Life Tells A Story...

high schools may not.
Mark Uyl, Executive Director of the 

Michigan High School Athletic Associ-
ation, was disappointed in the state’s an-
nouncement. “We realize the crisis our 
medical caregivers and first responders are 
navigating and understand the need to con-
tinue the pause. However, the MHSAA had 
provided a detailed plan to both Governor 
Whitmer and MDHHS that would have 
completed fall tournaments with no specta-
tors as safely as possible during the month 
of December along with allowing winter 
sport practices to resume.  While we are 
disappointed in today’s announcement, we 
will continue to look forward as we remain 
committed to play three sports seasons to 
their conclusion.” 

The MHSAA Representative Council 

met Wednesday December 9, for informa-
tional purposes, and will convene Dec. 16 
to formulate plans for when school sports 
are allowed to resume activity.

Not everything is closed. Employees who 
work in jobs that cannot be performed from 
home can continue to go to work, including 
those in manufacturing, construction and 
health occupations. Outdoor gatherings, 
outdoor dining and parks remain open. In-
dividualized activities with distancing and 
face masks are still allowed: retail shop-
ping; public transit; restaurant takeout; per-
sonal-care services such as haircuts, by ap-
pointment; and individualized exercise at a 
gym, with extra spacing between machines. 
“We each have a personal responsibility to 
wear a mask consistently and minimize in-
door gatherings, so we can protect our front-
line heroes and loved ones,” said MDHHS 
Director Robert Gordon. “If we don’t, the 
disease will continue to spread and people 
will continue to get sick and die.”

OrderOrder
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

site on December 8, so you may want to see if 
anything has changed. Just go to https://www.
accesskent.com/Departments/DrainCommis-
sioner/meeting_notices.htm and look at the doc-
uments under Cedar Springs Drain.

There will be a Day of Review of the drain-
age district boundaries and review of apportion-
ments for residents on Friday, January 15. While 
Drain Commissioner hopes to hold an in-person 
meeting with residents, if that is not possible due 
to the coronavirus mandates, then the meeting 
will be held via ZOOM. The Drain office will 
post an update on its website regarding this prior 
to the Day of Review. If you have questions pri-
or to the Day of Review, you can email drinfo@
kentcountymi.gov and they will provide you 
with information. Or you can telephone their 
office at (616) 632-7910.

Please refer to the letter you received for more 
information and frequently asked questions. 

Please see Legal on page 12.

DrainDrain
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Solon finally cleared 
the scene at 5:00 p.m., 
only to be called out on 
another fire at 5:36 p.m. 
They arrived on scene 
at 43 Clear Lake Ave-
nue NE at 5:47 p.m. 

Dispatch reported that 
the caller said it looked 
like someone had pur-
posely set the fire. The 
fire was out but the 
basement was full of 
smoke. The first Solon 
unit to arrive reported that the fire was out.

Drake said that damage from the smoke 
was estimated at $500.00, and there was no 
structural damage.

Cause of the fire was “incendiary” and 
allegedly set by a juvenile.

Assisting agencies included Cedar 
Springs, Sand Lake, Algoma, Kent City, 
and Plainfield Fire Departments and the 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office. 

Solon finally cleared the scene at 8:30 
p.m.

FireFire
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 
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NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! 
If you have a good “clean” joke to share email it to: 
news@cedarspringspost.com or send to P.O. Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

NOTICENOTICE

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

TAKE OUT.

STAY IN. 

CLASSIC KELLY’SCLASSIC KELLY’S
Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 12:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

CURBSIDE PICKUP AVAILABLE

follow us on facebook
facebook.com • search for 

Classic Kelly’s Family Restaurant

For Updated Specials and Hour changes:

356 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs • 616-696-0620 

WE’RE OPEN!

DELI HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 11am - 3pm 

Fri-Sat11am - 7pm

INSIDE HANDY MKT. 4848 18 MILE ROAD | CEDAR SPRINGS MI
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

 SATURDAYS 
11AM-7PM

mokeymokey
aturdaysaturdays

616.439.3010

Traditional 
Southern Style 

Smokers
• Baby Back Ribs 
• Brisket 
• Chicken Wings 
• Smoked Sausage

Call (616) 696-09994025 17 Mile Rd | Cedar Springs
(same parking  lot as TSC)

CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

Check out facebook for daily specials 

FULL MENU
Hours: 
Mondays  CLOSED
Tues. & Wed.  3pm-9pm
Thurs.  11am-10pm
Fri. & Sat.  11am - 10pm
Sundays  3pm-8pm

ADVERTISE HERE! For as little as $50 a week
Call Melissa @ 616.799.4967 for details

We will miss our patrons and hope We will miss our patrons and hope 
you all stay safe and well.you all stay safe and well.
We hope to see you We hope to see you SOONSOON..

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE

For the safety of For the safety of 
our volunteers and our volunteers and 
our patrons during the our patrons during the 
current COVID-19 outbreak. current COVID-19 outbreak. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Sand Lake Christmas Around the Park
Dec. 12: Sand Lake Christmas Around the Park on 
Saturday Dec 12th from 9:30-11:30am. Santa and Drive-
Up Goody Bags, Free Carriage Rides and Hot Chocolate 
& Cookies from Mr. E’s Pizza. Meet at the tree in the 
park. #49,50p

Live Outdoor Navitity at Sand Lake 
UMC
Dec. 12: Drive-By or Walk-Up Live Outdoor Nativity 
at Sand Lake United Methodist Church. Saturday Dec 
12th from, 10:00 am-Noon. Live animals, the Holy 
Family, Angels singing, a Prophet reading the Christmas 
Story, and the Wise Men. The reading and carols will be 
broadcast on FM radio in your car. #49,50

Feeding America Food Truck in Sand 
Lake
Dec. 12: Feeding America Food Truck will be in the 
parking lot of Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic Church 
on the corner of 5th and Maple St. on Saturday, December 
12th. Sponsored by Sand Lake Village Churches. 
Distribution starts at 1:00pm, registration beginning at 
12:30pm. Due to Covid restrictions you are asked to stay 
in your vehicle and all food will be put in your trunk. 
Please make room before you come. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider. #50

theTable at the Springs Church is still 
here!
We cannot wait to see you again! We are still planning to 
serve again, but it looks like it might be after the 1st of the 
year. Know that we miss you and hope to see you again 
soon! Be safe~ #50

WildfireWildfire
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

for hot spots, pulled hose out of the area and restored the 
landscape, as much as possi-
ble, to its native state.

They were up at 5 a.m., 
working in remote country 
in 90-degree heat, wearing 
25-40 pounds of gear while 
working at their jobs.

For Dunn, the experience 
offered a chance to take in 
the breathtaking beauty of 
the west, as well as an op-
portunity to build firefighting 
skills he can use back home 
in Michigan.

“Before I was full-time, I 
did this for fun on my days 
off from my other jobs in 
Michigan,” Dunn said. 
“Coming out to California is 
like a big bonus. You get to 
see the country. You meet a 
lot of good people from all 
over.”

Dunn and Osterland are 
among DNR staffers who 
filled 90 out-of-state as-
signments during the 2020 
wildfire season, even though 
COVID-19 kept them from 
traveling until the middle of 
August. 

This year, DNR individ-
uals and teams have taken 
seven fire engines west, 
worked on direct fire lines 
and served various leader-
ship positions on fire man-
agement teams in California, 
Colorado, Oregon, Arizona, 
Utah and Wyoming.

Their help was essential.
Spurred by hot, dry con-

ditions in much of the west 
during 2020, wildfires have 
burned more than 8 million 
acres across western land-
scapes, with record-setting 
blazes sometimes forcing 
quick evacuations of towns 
and cities. 

DNR staffers Glenn 
Palmgren and Keith Murphy 
are part of an interagency 
Eastern Area Type 2 Incident 
Management Team. They 
were summoned to Califor-
nia’s capital city of Sacra-
mento in early September to 
be placed on emerging fires 
as needed. 

Their first assignment was 
the Bobcat Fire in suburban 
Los Angeles, which start-
ed Sept. 6 and burned more 
than 115,000 acres. The fire 
destroyed or damaged more 

Paul Dunn and Ben Osterland, two Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources firefighters, drove an off-road fire truck 
from Michigan to California to help with the Lake Fire outside 
of Los Angeles.

Christmas firemen
In a small southern town there was a Nativity Scene 

that showed great skill and talent had gone into creat-
ing it. However, one small feature bothered me. The 
three wise men were wearing firefighter helmets. Totally 
unable to come up with a reason or explanation, I left. 
At a “Quick Stop” on the edge of town, I asked the lady 
behind the counter about the helmets. She exploded into 
a rage, yelling at me, “You Yankees never do read the 
Bible!” I assured her that I did, but simply couldn’t recall 
anything about firemen in the Bible. 

She jerked her Bible from behind the counter and ruf-
fled through some pages, and finally jabbed her finger at 
a passage. Sticking it in my face she said, “See, it says 
right here, ‘The three wise men came from afar!’”
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Happy 
Holidays 

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319  |  616-696-9740

During the 
Holiday Season more 

than ever, our thoughts 
turn gratefully to those 

who have made our 
progress possible. 

And in this spirit we 
sincerely say 

Thank You and 

Best Wishes 
for the Holiday Season 
and a Happy New Year!

USPS Operation Santa open 
nationwide for adopters
Bring cheer to a deserving child this holiday season

Tour of lights
There’s nothing like the warm glow of 

Christmas lights this time of year to give 
you a good dose of Christmas cheer! So 
pack up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy 
the decorations your friends and neighbors 
have put up this year. We’re sure you’ll find 
a few other treasures along the way!

We are still taking addresses, so email 
any not on our list to news@cedarspring-
spost.com.

Cedar Springs
City Christmas tree on W. Maple Street in 

the Heart of Cedar Springs
•  21 E. Maple St., Brynadette Powell Real-

tor, Arthur K Eggerding Realty
•  65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and 

Muskegon Streets
•  NE corner of Park and Ash St, Cedar 

Springs 
•  385 Sarah St., Cedar Springs
•  Waxwing Ct (in the Pines, off Needle-

wood)
•  Prairie Run subdivision

•  17333 Algoma Avenue NE
•  Shaner Ave between 14 and 15 Mile Rd
•  15581 Cedar Springs Ave.
•  Hanna, between 17 mile and Solon on the 

west side of the road
•  2664 Wiersma
•  326 17 Mile Road, across from Red Pine 

Dr.

Sand Lake
•  17421 Myers Lake Ave, Sand Lake 49343
•  Corner of Oak and Second St in Sand Lake
•  138 East Lake Street, Sand Lake (South 

side of 22 mile and east off northland) 
Park right out front in the dirt lot on 22 
Mile and Northland on the southeast side 
and roll your window down and listen to 
the Christmas music as the lights dance. 
Every night they are on dusk until 9:30. 
Friday and Saturday until about 11.

•  550 W, Lake Street, Sand Lake, 49343
•  17804 Algoma Sand lake
•  Butternut Ave Just north of 128th, Ensley 

Twp 

Grand Rapids MI  — 
The USPSOperationSanta.
com website is active and 
ready to welcome potential 
letter adopters to help make 
the holiday season special 
for hundreds of deserving 
kids and their families. 

This year, the holiday 
season is going to be more 
challenging than usual 
for many. Fortunately, the 
USPS Operation Santa pro-
gram—and its generous 
Postal Service customers—
can still help make it a joy-
ous celebration. 

USPS Operation San-
ta turns 108 years old this 
year. And like other years, 
children in need are writ-
ing letters in the hopes that 
their holiday wishes will be 
granted. Since the program 
began, millions of less for-
tunate children and their 
families have been helped 
by the kindness of others.

Adopting a Letter
Potential adopters can 

visit USPSOperationSanta.
com, read through the let-
ters, pick one or more wish-
es that they’d like to fulfill, 
and follow the directions 

on how to grant that special 
wish for a child. For securi-
ty reasons, potential adopt-
ers must be vetted by going 
through a short registration 
and ID verification process 
before they are allowed to 
adopt any letter.   

Companies also get into 
the spirit of the season and 
adopt letters; every year 
many businesses create 
teams and adopt several let-
ters. All the better to help 
grant that special wish to 
deserving families and kids. 

Program Details
USPS Operation Santa 

was established by the Post-
al Service to help those in 
need during the holidays. 
The program is for any per-
son of any belief, or non-be-
lief. The purpose is to help 
as many deserving fami-
lies as we can. And we can 
only do that if good heart-
ed adopters step forward. 
To participate in USPS Op-
eration Santa as a possible 
recipient of holiday gifts, 
all you have to do is write 
a letter, put it in a stamped 
envelope with a return ad-
dress, and send it to Santa’s 

official workshop address: 
Santa Claus

123 Elf Road,
North Pole, 88888

The program began ac-
cepting letters Nov. 16. 
Letters will continue to be 
uploaded to the website 
through Dec. 15. So, if you 
haven’t written your letter 
yet, you still have some 
time. 

When someone writes a 
letter, it is opened by San-
ta’s Elves, and for safe-
ty reasons, all personally 
identifiable information of 
the letter writer is removed 
(i.e. last names, addresses, 
ZIP Codes) and uploaded to 
USPSOperationSanta.com 
for adoption.

How to Write a 
Letter

Sending a letter to Santa 
is easy and the Postal Ser-
vice has guides and tips to 
help kids write and send 
their best letters ever. All 
the information you could 
possibly need to write a 
letter, address an envelope, 
put on a stamp and send 
it on its way can be found 
on USPSOperationSanta. In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

Rembering all those who 
have left us too soon. 

this Christmasthis Christmas

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLC

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo Counties 
and Surrounding Areas

616-636-5565 
or 616-951-7171

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

com and in our Holiday 
Newsroom. These tips are 
also good all year-round for 
sending thank-you cards, 
birthday cards, or letters to 
Grandma and Grandpa just 
to say, “Hi.”

How about what to ask 
for in the letter? Well, that’s 

up to the creativity of each 
and every kid who writes. 
The only limit is their imag-
inations.

USPS Operation 
Santa History

While the Postal Service 
began receiving letters to 

Santa more than 108 years 
ago, it wasn’t until 1912 
that Postmaster General 
Frank Hitchcock authorized 
local Postmasters to allow 
postal employees and cit-
izens to respond to them. 
This became known as Op-
eration Santa.
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BBaby’saby’sFFirstirst hristmashristmasCC
We want to give you the oppor-

tunity to celebrate your baby’s very 
first Christmas in a special way. 
The     Cedar Springs POST will be 
featuring area newborns in 
“Baby’s First Christmas,”                  
a special feature for      
babies celebrating 
their first Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at NO COST 
to our readers, but 
space is limited so 
get your photos in 
early. Deadline is Mon-
day, December 21 by 5 
p.m. and pictures with name 

and date of birth will appear in the                         
December 24th issue. We cannot guar-

antee return of photos. Show the com-
munity your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at 
the Cedar Springs POST - 36 

E. Maple St., or mailed to 
Baby’s First Christmas, 
P.O. Box 370,    Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, 
or emailed to news@    
cedarspringspost.com. 
Please include baby’s 

name, and birth date, 
as well as a contact name 

and phone number.

Letters to Santa
It’s that time of year 

again, when kids can’t 
wait to mail their letters to 
Santa! To help parents out, 
the Cedar Springs Post has 
set up a special North Pole 
drop box. Every year doz-
ens of kids use our special 
box for express delivery 
to the North Pole, and we 
make sure Santa reads each 

and every one! So, if you’d 

like to send a letter to Santa, 
and maybe get it printed in 
the newspaper, just drop off 
your letter in the bright red 
box labeled “Santa Mail” 
outside our office at 36 E. 
Maple Street, or mail your 
letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o 
the Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. 

Hurry, all letters must be 
in Santa’s Mail box by Mon-
day, December 21 to reach 
him in time for Christmas.

FOR
SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

696-3655
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Letters to Santa brought to you by: 

To sponsor, call Melissa at 616.799.4967

11896 Northland Drive 
(just north of 14 Mile Road) 

Rockford

49 Years At Same Location!

Those we love can never be more than a thought away... 
for as long as there’s a memory, they live in our hearts to stay.

In Loving Memory
This Christmas

616.696.1347

BASBASSETTSETT’’SS
BODY SHOPBODY SHOP

Dear Santa
I have been a very 

good boy this year.

I was thinking maybe you could get 
me 

a Dinosaur I Love them
. I LiKe Paw Patrol

Maybe a book or ColorbooK ThanK you Teddy Hill

Oh I have a baby sist
er now Emily Hill she might 

liKe a stuffed PinK bear. ThanK you XOXO

X-MaS list
- Black Alexa
- Sweat Pants
- Squish Mellows
- A lot Of fidgets

 (3 Wack tracks, 2 PurPle PoP

itsn3, tangles, 3 bike

chains, 3 knee-don’s, 5

Marble to Mesh, 3 Mesh 

Squishy’s)
- Sweat - Pants

- MAYBE i Phone
se 2020
white

If i get
it clear
case with 
a sunFlower
PoP Socket

(probably wont
get it )

(If i do get it
I’ll Make Sure My room 

is Always Clean)

Dear santa, 
I have been good this year. I would like...• A hoverboard
• a big Pikachu card• infinity Dragon
• Ninjago DVd

from Rorey

De a r S a nt a Wat h I 
w a nt i s  a  c l r i n g
a h o rs e c l r i n g a n d a P l o wU nI COr n 

Dear Santa, 
I have been good th

is year. I am

Super cute.

I would love for Christmas: 

- Toy Girl Car (PinK)

- Personalized Pillow

- TV for my Room

- Mary Kay Mirror

- Nerf Gun
- Safety Hoverboard

 -W/ helmet, Knee pads, Elbow Pads

- Headphones - Elsa

And for my brother: 

- A football
- His own vacuum

-Vegitable seeds

Thank you for my gifts, 

Kiera Dee

Dear Santa, 
this year I know I have been missing my School Zooms and Ive beenmean to my sister AudreyBut Im trying to do thebest I can.
This year my top 3 wishes,are a Nerftm Gun With ammo, a O.M.g. doll Jet and a NintendoSwitch lite. thank you!

-Love, Lydia grace Koeppel



By Ben George, candystore.com

It’s a delicate game, asking customers about 
their least favorite product of yours. The nega-
tivity flows so freely and easily. Once you open 
the door though, it’s difficult to encourage re-
straint.

We sell candy and love and respect candy 
of all kinds. The opinions below are not ours, 
but of some of our customers. It’s important to 
note that people’s preferences about candy are 
their own subjective opinions.

Candy is a much bigger part of culture than 
most people realize. People’s likes and dislikes 
are shaped by a thousand different influences 
over their lifetime, and especially their child-
hood.

They often contradict metrics like sales data. 
Some of the biggest sellers are also mentioned 
below as the most hated. Their popularity only 
serving to enhance the vitriol from those whose 
opinions have been shaped the other way.

That is how we came to rank the worst 
Christmas candy. While doing a larger survey, 
we tacked this on as a final question, hoping to 
get something out of it. Over 11,000 customers 
responded.

Without further ado, the top ten WORST 
Christmas candies.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this 
article are the author’s only and in no way re-
flect the opinions of CandyStore.com.

Honorable Mention (aka #11) – Pepper-
mint Candy Canes

Ok, it’s not top ten, but given the extreme 
(cannot be overstated!) popularity of this can-
dy during the holiday season, we though it 
merited a mention. And it goes to show you 
that even the most popular candies have many 
haters.

Initial response from our team: What are 
these people thinking?! This is a huge seller 
and adorns a large number of people’s Christ-
mas trees not to mention the general decor of 
pretty much everywhere in December. It’s ob-
jectively extremely popular. Why is it hated at 
all?

Theory: dislike is stronger for things we see 
a lot of. If one is never reminded of a thing’s 
existence, that thing is less likely to upset them. 
Whereas, if it’s everywhere they go…

We are not here to judge, only to convey sur-
vey results.

Ok, now the official top ten.
#10 Ribbon Candy
Ribbon candy stayed at #10 this year, a spot 

it’s apparently getting comfortable in. This is 
the third year it’s come in at the same spot.

Most comments about ribbon candy seem to 
go along with the idea that the only thing rib-
bon candy has only one thing going for it: ap-
pearance. And while that can be the foundation 
for a very good life as a human, as a candy we 
need more. As anyone who watched the Great 
British Bakeoff knows, it’s gotta taste good 
and the texture has to be right.

Given the fact that it’s basically for decora-
tive purposes only, in my mind anyway, I was 
surprised this wasn’t higher on the list. It’s 
supposed to be candy but if you actually eat it, 
well, it is just an awkward thing to try and eat.

Yeah, so clearly no one enjoys the actual eat-
ing of these. But there are 9 other candies the 
are more reviled.

#9 Peppermint Bark

For the second year in a row, Peppermint 
Bark had the most positive movement of any 
candy. They were #7 worst last year, and now 
sit at #9. Peppermint brak seems to be having 
a moment. It did really well on the Christmas 
Candy by State Map as well. All that market-
ing must be finally paying off.

It does seem a little controversial. It was also 
mentioned by a bunch of seriously passionate 
haters. The bark thing can be way overdone. 
Walk into Trader Joe’s and it’s everywhere. By 
the way, a Peppermint Bark smoothie is just 
a peppermint smoothie, ok. There’s no more 
bark if you puree it.

The biggest thing for me is that it should be 
this crispy, sharp crunchy candy like the bro-
ken up pieces of toffee, but it’s sometimes not. 
When it’s got no crunch, only a limp kind of 
give and then soft separation, then I agree: yuk.

#8 Candy Canes – Non-Peppermint – 
Was #9

People love originality. When you take 
something popular and spin it slightly, it can 
come off as gimmicky and unattractive. Some 
will love it, but its popularity tends to not last 
as long. It’s trendy or considered tacky some-
times.

Of course, it makes sense that anything 
popular will be replicated and iterated upon 
to infinity. The candy cane phenomenon is 
no exception. The results, however, are vile. 
The rainbow fruit candy canes could almost 
pass for simply bad. But even those saw a lot 
of mentions in people’s top 3 worst Christ-
mas candies. Many people are probably not 
even aware of such Franken-candy creations 
as pickle-flavored candy canes. That’s, pickle. 
Pickle. Run children! RUN!

#7 Old-Fashioned Hard Candy Mix
These old-fashioned candies moved up the 

list this year from number 8 last year. Same 
thing happened the year before, when it moved 
from #10. People are liking this stuff less and 
less. Not a positive trend.

I guess can see why they made the list, but 
they sort of don’t even exist in a world of food 
to me. It’s like a bowl of jewels that have been 
around since your grandmother’s grandparents 
smuggled them from the motherland in the 
1890s, except with a negative store of value. 
They look like they used to be pretty but are 
kind of faded and sad and nobody really re-
gards them much anymore. They might all be 
stuck together in one large mass now. It never 
really occurred to me to actually pick one up 
and try it. 

#6 Chocolate Oranges
I had honestly never even heard of these be-

fore. I cannot speak to the actual taste of them, 
but it was my impression that they each had a 
real slice of orange inside. That would be real-
ly interesting to try and perhaps an effort to be 
applauded.

Nope. Milk chocolate (the inferior sibling of 
dark chocolate) covered orange cream, which 
some brands like to call Creme ‘de Orange. 
Let’s come back down to Earth here. It’s or-
ange cream. I can see it. It didn’t just come out 
the back of a French patisserie.

In any case, I will leave the judging of its fla-
vor to those who might better know.

#5 Peeps
As if we even need to address this one. The 

texture alone gives me the heeby geebies. Is 
anyone really under the delusion that these are 
actually marshmallows? It’s like swallowing 
rubbery styrofoam. Then there’s the fact that 
it’s basically just rubber and sugar with a coat-
ing of sugar on the outside.

So obviously the Holiday Peeps are bad. But 
over the past 2 years, they have improved their 
position by one both times. Started at the #3 
worst, and are now at #5. That is positive news 
for Peeps, which often draws a lot of attention 
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The Definitive ranking of worst 
Christmas holiday candies

both positive and negative. People do love 
them, but also many people do hate them.

#4 Reindeer Corn
Reindeer corn are still very hated, even 

though they too have dropped each of the past 
2 years. They were the #2 worst two years ago, 
and it seems people’s distaste for them is wan-
ing.

By the way, I disagree on this one. I like 
Reindeer Corn. Maybe it’s because I’m from 
Michigan, where it’s highly thought of accord-
ing to our holiday candy maps. But there is sub-
stance here, people. It’s tasty sugary goodness 
and solid nostalgia. It feels like Americana, and 
if you can’t get behind America on this one, I 
don’t know what to tell you.

Reindeer corn is also a very popular Christ-
mas candy. This is one that is very polarizing. 
Hate away haters, I love this stuff.

#3 Lifesavers Story Books
Old-timey Lifesavers Storybooks are mov-

ing in the opposite direction. They were #5 last 
year, now they are one of the top three worst 
holiday candies.

These are the biggest joke. It’s not even that 
LifeSavers are all that bad. They’re fine. It’s 
the packaging here. And it is an flagrant vio-
lation. Do not try package a bunch of normal 
Life Savers in a Christmas story book thing 
and pass that off as something I wanna read 
/ receive in a stocking / consume on the most 
specialist of special mornings of the year. It’s 
going to end up camouflaged on the bookshelf 
for years on end.

#2 Christmas Tree Nougat – Last Year’s 
Winner

The nougat candies no longer hold the top 
spot this year. That must feel good after 2 
straight years as the #1 worst holiday candy.

The peppermint nougat candies have a 
fundamental problem though. It seems they 
are thought of by many to have a flavor that 
is inconsistent with expectations for a nou-
gat candy. Chewy texture suggests to many a 
rich caramel or chocolate experience. Maybe 
the minty flavor is just at odds with what your 

brain expects. Brain-mouth dissonance?
Also, it does look like a poker chip that you 

can only cash in for sadness. The consistency 
at first is slightly resistant to the bite down and 
then accelerating into soft and gooey accep-
tance and then instant regret. The stick-to-your-
teeth factor is suborbital. So you end up mov-
ing your jaws in as many different directions 
as they’ll go to try and unstick the damn thing. 
Then that flavor hits. Oh man. That false minty 
flavor that gives you a little twinge in your 
brain and makes you aware again that your gag 
reflex is still working. Wretched is a word that 
comes to mind. Seriously the WORST but vot-
ed here to be the runner-up!

#1 Chocolate-Covered Cherry Cordials – 
#2 Last Year

Cherry cordials made a big jump up the list 
last year. They went from #5 to #2. And now 
they are the #1 worst holiday candy. It is not 
completely undeserved.

Why do chocolate cherry cordials fail so 
miserably? Chocolate is good, yes. Cherries 
are good, of course. As with many things in 
life, it’s all in the execution.

Sometimes a surprise in the middle is a good 
thing. This is not one of those times. What in 
the name of all that is holy is that nasty wa-
tery sugar liquid seeping out from the inside. 
It’s just weird, and gooey in a way that totally 
creeps me out. In order to eat these without A) 
spilling nasty candy juice on yourself B) hav-
ing to look at the inside of this vile creation and 
C) having anyone associate you with the nas-
ty dripping chocolate thing you’re eating, you 
have to pop this whole thing in your mouth at 
once.

How many times can you tolerate a whole 
cherry cordial in your mouth? Once? Maybe, 
before I’m reminded of previous holiday sea-
sons’ disappointment.

So that’s our list. What did you think? Agree, 
disagree? 

You can let them know your opinion in the 
comments at https://www.candystore.com/
blog/holidays/worst-christmas-candy/



Kent County Health 
Department updates 
guidance on COVID-19 
quarantine period
Guidance follows new findings from 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention

GRAND RAPIDS, MI (December 7, 2020) – The Kent County 
Health Department is aligning its quarantine guidance for people 
exposed to coronavirus with new direction from the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Effective immediate-
ly, the new guidance shortens the quarantine period for exposed 
people from 14 days to 10 days under certain scenarios.

The previous 14-day quarantine period was based on the full 
incubation period of the virus. However, recent data found 90 to 
99 percent of COVID-19 infections occur within 10 days of ex-
posure.

While the standard 14-day quarantine period remains, it can be 
reduced to 10 days without the need for testing if the following 
two conditions are met:

• The individual does not develop any symptoms of COVID-19 
infection during daily symptom monitoring for the 10 days after 
the last exposure.

• Daily symptom monitoring continues through day 14 after the 
last exposure.

If the 10-day quarantine period is used, the Health Department 
still requires that:
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Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool. 
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Why does is work?
• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas
Who can benefit? 
People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.

Select Care Physical Therapy
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)

7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329

All insurances are welcome, flexible 
payment plans for co-payments, 

deductible, private pay, etc.

We are 
OPEN 5 DAYS 

a week

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

www.selectcarePT.com
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. 

open later to accommodate late appointments.

HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS
It’s not too late: Michiganders 
urged to get flu vaccine this winter
From the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

LANSING, Mich. – This week is National Influenza Vaccina-
tion Week and the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) is reminding Michigan residents that it’s 
not too late to get vaccinated. Since COVID-19 and flu are like-
ly to spread simultaneously this winter, all Michiganders aged 6 
months and older should get their annual flu vaccine if they have 
not already.

“As we continue fighting to eradicate COVID-19, it’s crucial 
that all Michiganders get their flu vaccine to protect themselves 
and keep our hospitals from being overwhelmed,” said Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. “As the weather gets colder and people spend 
more time inside, I urge everyone to get their flu vaccine, and 
make sure your kids get one too. I got my flu shot a few months 
ago–it’s quick, simple and crucial in helping us fight COVID-19. 
Remember, Michiganders: mask up, practice safe social distanc-
ing and wash your hands frequently to protect yourselves, your 
family and our brave frontline workers from the pandemic.”

“Nearly 3 million Michiganders have received the flu vaccine 
this season,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical executive 
and chief deputy for health for MDHHS. “It’s great progress, but 
there’s still more work to be done. We need to prevent a surge of 
flu cases while we are in the middle of fighting the COVID-19 
pandemic. National Influenza Vaccination Week serves as re-

minder to those who have not received the flu vaccine that there’s 
still time to protect themselves and their family against flu and 
serious flu complications, like pneumonia.”

The state is more than 66 percent towards its goal of 4.2 million 
flu vaccinations this season. Although the nation recorded 39 to 56 
million estimated cases of the flu, 18 to 26 million medical visits 
due to the flu and nearly half a million hospitalizations during the 
2019-2020 flu season, according to data from the Michigan Care 
Improvement Registry only 31.6 percent (about 3.2 million) of 
Michigan residents reported receiving a flu vaccine last season. 

Michigan ranks 38th in the na-
tion for flu vaccination coverage 
and falls below the national av-
erage of 51.8 percent.

Despite its comparison to the 
common cold, the flu is a very 
serious and potentially deadly 
disease, especially for children, 
older people and those with 
chronic health conditions. Last 
season, 195 children died from 
the flu in the United States, in-
         VACCINE - continues on page 14                                                                                UPDATES - continues on page 14



• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates
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SERVICE
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Fishing tip: 
Where to find northern 
pike in Michigan

Ranger Steve 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Nomadic spirit 
and work
Part 3

I roamed the 
country survey-
ing bird nesting 
populations, an-
imal life cycles, 
and pursued but-
terflies. The prac-
tice continues.

After college 
graduation, I be-
came nomadic. 
My college advi-
sor assisted me in 
acquiring a posi-
tion as an urban forester to revegetate Midland, Michigan, where 
pollution had killed most trees. The 1970s environmental laws 
were created to improve human health and reduce deaths from 
air and water pollution. The Endangered Species and Wilderness 
Acts were established to protect species and wilderness areas that 
are natural “libraries” essential for maintaining biodiversity for 
economic, social, and environmental sustainability.

Post college years included teaching in Kentucky, where I ex-
plored the Red River Gorge on weekends. With parents, I took our 
high school ecology club on a weekend campout. While teaching 
in Wisconsin, I explored its natural areas. Summers in those years 
were at Bryce Canyon National Park. I became director of envi-
ronmental education at the nature school where I supervised three 
college student teachers annually. Parents would explore the park 
by themselves and their kids explored with our environmental ed-
ucators. 

During college years, I led weekend adventures like a winter 
overnight canoe camping trip on the South Branch of the Au Sable 
River. At Bryce Canyon I led backpack trips where participants 
learned backcountry skills. 

Butterflies remained a passion and my graduate degree became 
focused on butterflies of the Greater Bryce Canyon ecosystem that 
included the Dixie National Forest. The region was remote and 
little-studied. Twenty-five species were known from the area and 
by conclusion of my research, I had found 63 species. That has 
now increased to 83. My discovery data were published in the 
book “Butterflies of the Rocky Mountain Region.”

Enjoyable nomadic travels expanded my naturalist knowledge 
and energized my spirit. The teaching degree and scientific grad-
uate research led to Bemidji State University hiring me part-time 
to teach introductory biology. That essential experience provided 
background to be hired at Jordan College in Cedar Springs. After 
three years, I left Jordan to pursue a doctorate at the University of 
Florida, while working fulltime as chief naturalist for the City of 
Gainesville in Florida at Morningside Nature Center.

Karen and I had a newborn and a 20-month-old. I realized work-
ing at the nature center 40 plus hours weekly and many additional 
hours on a PhD would prevent me knowing my daughters until 
they were about 7 to 10 years old. I decided not to earn the ad-
vanced degree and moved to Manistique, Michigan to teach high 
school. During summers, I conducted field research and discov-
ered a breeding colony of butterflies unknown to Michigan called 
Northern Blues. The Michigan DNR listed the species as threat-
ened and provided a grant for me to conduct life history research. 

With budget cuts, I was laid off from teaching in Manistique, 
when replaced by someone with more seniority. I moved again to 
fill a sabbatical position at Brainerd Community College in Min-
nesota, where I taught human anatomy in a nursing program and 
Earth science courses. When the sabbatical work was completed, 
the college retained me part-time and I began projects with the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources on Peregrine Falcon 
reintroduction and studied butterflies at the Paul Bunyan Arbore-
tum (now Northland Arboretum). I created the video “Butterfly 
Time” for the arboretum. I was enlisted for a project to document 
county distribution of butterfly species in Minnesota counties for 
a larger Eastern US butterfly publication. 

Part 4 ‘Nomadic Travel Broadens’ next week. Link to parts 1-2 
at: http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/ranger-steves-
nature-niche/

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or call 616-696-1753.

While teaching in Manistique in the 1980s, 
Steve Mueller discovered a breeding col-
ony of butterflies previously unknown in 
Michigan called the Northern Blue. Photo 
by Ranger Steve Mueller.

Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR.

Most places in the state are seeing cold temperatures, 
but fishing for northern pike will continue to pick up. Pike 
are extremely popular during the ice fishing season but are 
readily available throughout much of the year.

There are many notable northern pike fisheries located 
throughout Michigan, including on Muskegon, Portage and 
Manistee lakes and Michigamme and Houghton lakes. But 
this species can be found in many other lakes and virtually 
all larger rivers in the state.

Please note there are many regulations for northern pike 
regarding minimum size and possession limit. Be sure to 
read up on this species in the current Michigan Fishing 
Guide at https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/Fish-
ingGuide2020_684742_7.pdf and on the northern pike 
page on our website. Go to www.michigan.gov/dnr and 
search for northern pike.

than 170 homes and other structures, which 
made for some scary moments.

“That was the most intense incident man-
agement experience that Keith and I have 
ever had, with tens of thousands of homes 
being threatened,” Palmgren said. 

Managers had to make fast decisions as the 
fire moved across the landscape toward heav-
ily populated areas.

“There’s a lot of triage involved in fire-
fighting,” Palmgren said. “Things like human 
life always take first-priority, and we have to 
work with local units of government on evacuations.

“Next, after human life is property, and we work really 
hard to try to keep the fire from destroying people’s homes 
and businesses. When we’re in that kind of a mode, and the 
fire is moving fast, we call that ‘point protection.’

“We can’t put the fire out during the most extreme con-
ditions. We’re trying to protect people and their homes. It’s 
a matter of meeting the highest priorities that we can while 
trying to stop the fire.” 

The Type 2 team Murphy and Palmgren were assigned to 
was called off as the Bobcat Fire continued to expand. The 
team was replaced with a Type 1 team rated for more com-
plex events.

Murphy and Palmgren were then reassigned to the Brattain 
Fire, eight hours north near Paisley, Oregon. It started Sept. 
7 and burned more than 50,000 acres as firefighters worked 
to cope with extremely dry conditions and high winds.

“Once the town was secured and protected, it was about 
trying to protect the grazing lands and timber,” Palmgren 
said. “Fire can leave cattle without food in that part of the 

country, so protecting grazing land was important.” 
Palmgren and Murphy spent two weeks in Oregon, work-

ing with firefighters from across the eastern region of the 
country, including 10 firefighters from New York City.

Palmgren said he enjoys the challenge of diving into a new 
fire situation.

“It’s everything from saving people’s lives to saving their 
livelihoods and their property,” he said. “And it helps us 
keep our own skills sharp. We learn valuable lessons that can 
help us do a better job here in Michigan.” 

After coming home for a few weeks, Palmgren and Mur-
phy returned to California to spend two weeks on the Dolan 
Fire, which has burned about 125,000 acres south of Big Sur, 
since it was reported on Aug. 18. 

Cedar Springs native Paige Gebhardt, a 2013 graduate of 
Cedar Springs High School, also helped with the western 
fires. Gebhardt is a resource analyst with the DNR’s Forest 
Resources Division and makes maps that include layers of 
data to help firefighters get to where they’re going and assess 
what’s happening there.

Gebhardt is currently in training on fire duty. Her first as-
signment was as part of a mapping team on the 1 million-acre 
August Complex fire in California in early September. She 
was also invited to work on the 176,000-acre Mullen Fire 
south of Centennial, Wyoming in October. 

Maps are key in fighting fires, and the technology for cre-
ating them is evolving. Paper maps are important and are up-
dated every day. But more and more, maps are going digital. 

“Staff can go in and change information in real-time based 
on what is happening on the ground,” Gebhardt said. 

Gebhardt also created “story maps” that combine journal-
istic-style text and photos displayed online with maps, to re-
lay information to the public. 

“There are definitely tight deadlines,” Gebhardt said. 
“Major stress came in when we couldn’t produce maps fast 
enough and get them to the people on the ground.”

Gebhardt didn’t know what to expect going into the ex-
perience, but she came away with better skills and higher 
confidence.

“I just didn’t really know what to expect from me and my 
job,” she said. “But I learned I can produce the maps quickly 
and interact with people and a team.” 

Michigan is always compensated fully for expenses relat-
ed to western fire assignments, and there are always firefight-
ers ready at home to handle things that come up here. 

“Out-of-state assignments are just a great way for the team 
to build skills,” said Dan Laux, fire section chief for the 
DNR’s Forest Resources Division. “These assignments are 
a win for the states that need help and for our DNR team.” 

The Brattain Fire is shown burning along a roadway near Paisley, Oregon in 
September. (InciWeb photo)
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LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND 
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
November 16, 2020, the Council of the Village 
of Sand Lake adopted an Ordinance amending 
the Village of Sand Lake Ordinance regarding 
cross-connection program.  The principal provi-
sions of the amending ordinance are summarized 
as follows:

The amending ordinance amends subsection 
7.7 to add to the purpose and intent of the ordi-
nance to include providing environmental protec-
tion to the drinking water of the Village; to elimi-
nate all current and potential cross-connections 
within the Village’s water system; to require test-
ing of all testable backflow prevention assemblies 
within the Village’s water system; to establish 
legal authority to inspect and monitor the water 
users’ facility (facilities) to ensure compliance and 
to establish sanctions for those who violate this 
chapter.

The amending ordinance adds definitions of 
terms used in the chapter;  gives the authority to 
administer, implement and enforce the provisions 
of this chapter to the Village’s Department of Pub-
lic Works; gives the Department of Public Works 
the authority to inspect any facility that is connect-
ed to the Village’s water system at reasonable 
times and in a reasonable manner to determine 
compliance with the Cross Connection Control 
Program; outlines the scope of such inspections 
to include, but not limited to, visual review of all 
piping systems on site, request of backflow test 
reports, request of prints of piping that may not 
be exposed and request of specification sheets 
of equipment that may pose a possible cross con-
nection threat to the Village’s water supply sys-
tem; provides for cross connection prohibitions, 
enforcement and appeal processes, including but 
not limited to suspension of water to the facility 
in violation of this chapter; and provides for rem-
edies and allows for the enforcement process to 
be summarily abated or restored at the violator’s 
expense, and/or a civil action to abate, enjoin or 
otherwise compel the cessation of such nuisance 
may be taken by the Village.

The amending ordinance is effective as of 
December 1, 2020.  A copy of the amending or-
dinance may be reviewed or purchased at the Vil-
lage offices, 2 E Maple Street, within the Village, 
during Village office hours.

Dated:  December 10, 2020
Tracy J. Quinlan, Zoning and 

Ordinance Administrator

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND 
SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
November 16, 2020, the Council of the Village of 
Sand Lake adopted an Ordinance amending the 
Village of Sand Lake Ordinance regarding signs 
in all districts within the Village.  The principal pro-
visions of the amending ordinance are summa-
rized as follows:

The amending Chapter 3, Section 24, Signs 
in All Districts has been amended in its entirety 
and provides for additional definitions of types 
of permitted signs and prohibited signs.  The 
amending ordinance provides for required per-
mits and exemptions.  

The amending ordinance is effective as of 
December 1, 2020.  A copy of the amending ordi-
nance may be reviewed or purchased at the Vil-
lage offices, 2 E Maple Street, within the Village, 
during Village office hours.

Dated:  December 10, 2020
Tracy J. Quinlan, Zoning and 

Ordinance Administrator

Special Meeting of the Cedar Springs Planning 
Commission And Public Hearings

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Tuesday, December 29, 2020

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the special meeting is to act 
and discuss ordinance amendments, rezoning 

requests, special land use requests, hold public 
hearings and any other business that may come 

before the Planning Commission.

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 

and provide essential protections to City of Cedar 
Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs 

boards and commissions are conducting all meet-
ings by video teleconference.

The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will con-
duct the following public hearings for the following 
topics: 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR ORDINANCE AMEND-
MENT: The Proposed Ordinance Is To Amend 
Chapter 40, Article III, Division 13, Section 40-409 
Entitled “Commercial And Industrial Side And Rear 
Setback Reductions” Of The Code Of Ordinances 
For The City Of Cedar Springs. The Proposed 
Change Would Reduce The Side And Rear Set-
backs In The B-3, HC, And I-1 Districts.  Copies Of 
The Proposed Amendment Are Available On The 
City Website At www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR A PROPOSAL TO RE-
ZONE A SINGLE PROPERTY:  The Property Owner 
For 233 S. Main Street Is Seeking To Rezone Par-
cel Number 41-02-36-229-005 From R-1 To B-3.  
The Current Surrounding Zoning Districts For The 
Parcel Are As Follows; Parcel To The North: B-2, 
Parcel To The South: R-1, Parcel To The East: R-1, 
And Parcel To The West: R-1. 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR A SPECIAL LAND USE: 
The Property Owner At 40 E Elm. Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319, Parcel Number 41-03-30-312-011, Re-
quests A Special Land Use For The Two Family 
Housing Unit That Does Not Have Main Street 
Frontage That Already Exists In The B-2 District.  
The Type Of Use Is Allowed In The District By The 
Way Of A Special Land Use.  The Planning Com-
mission Would Need To Grant A Special Land Use 
For This Purpose.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the City 

Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the location 
of the meeting may address the members during 
the public comment period via videoconference. 
• Any member of the public wishing to listen to 

the proceedings or provide public comment may 
do so by using the following internet connection 

or phone numbers and pass code:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85905868290   
Meeting ID: 85905868290

Phone Options:  1(646) 558-8656  
Meeting ID: 85905868290 #

or
1(312) 626-6799 Meeting ID: 85905868290#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets of 
the meetings, and contact information for mem-
bers of the board that are participating remotely 

may be found at the City of Cedar Springs’s web-
site www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 

Boards and Commissions are available on 
the City of Cedar Springs YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoShqbam-
J4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists YouTube provides 

real time closed caption transcriptions of the 
Board’s meetings. Enable captions by clicking 
the “Closed Captioning” or “CC” icon on the 

bottom bar. Please contact the City Clerk’s office 
at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior to the meeting if 

additional assistance is needed to assist individu-
als with accessibility.

The Planning Commission meeting will be held in 
the Cedar Springs City Council Chambers, 66 S. 
Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Persons having 
any questions regarding these matters are urged to 
attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend the 
public hearing, but wish to have your comments 
become a part of the official record of the meeting, 
or if you have questions or concerns related to this 
proposal please submit them in writing to the City 
Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org the 
above address, or contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Dated:  December 10, 2020 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Support YOUR LOCAL 
Newspaper

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616.696.3655

100% advertiser supported100% advertiser supported

Connect with Connect with communitycommunity

PP      STSTTheThe
Advertise in
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KENT COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER 
CEDAR SPRINGS DRAIN 

NOTICE OF LETTING AND DAY OF REVIEW OF 
APPORTIONMENTS & DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

NOTICE OF LETTING
DATE: Friday, December 18, 2020
TIME: 1:00 p.m.
LOCATION: Kent County Road Commission  Building
 1500 Scribner Ave., NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504
QUESTIONS: (616) 632-7910 

The Kent County Drain Commissioner will meet on the above date, time, and 
location to receive construction bids for the Cedar Springs Drain.  Bids will 
then be opened and publicly announced.

The Cedar Springs Drain will be let in one section as follows, having the 
length, average depth and width as set forth:

Installation of approximately 760 feet of 60”x38” elliptical concrete storm sewer 
and 815 feet of 45”x29” elliptical concrete storm sewer with an average depth 
of 7 feet.  Project also includes 2,600 square yards of road restoration, lowering 
water mains, concrete drive restoration, and concrete curb and gutter.

This Notice of Letting, the plans, specifications and bid proposal shall be con-
sidered a part of the Contract. The Contract will be let in accordance with 
the Contract Documents now on file at Kent County Drain Commissioner’s 
Office and available to interested parties. Bids will be made and received in 
accordance with these documents. Bidding Documents, including plans and 
specifications, are available electronically, free of charge, upon request by 
calling Spicer Group Telephone 616-458-8580 or the Drain Commissioner’s 
Office Telephone 616-901-7914

Paper copies of Bidding Documents may only be obtained from Spicer Group 
at 2464 Byron Station Dr. SW, Suite C, Byron Center, MI 49315 upon payment 
of a $50 non-refundable deposit. An additional non-refundable charge of $10 
will be required for mailing out Bidding Documents.

A mandatory pre-bid meeting will be held on Zoom at 9 a.m. on Tues-
day, December 8, 2020. Join through link: https://kentcountymi.zoom.us/
j/2491516577?pwd=ZlVFbnlVQXhkMkxhbnhLdjlCK1QwUT09

Meeting ID: 249 151 6577 
Passcode: Hello123
Call-In#: (646) 876-9923

An optional site visit will occur on the same day at 3pm at the intersec-
tion of Cherry/5th Street in City of Cedar Springs.  The Engineer will 
be present to discuss the project.  Prospective bidders are required to 
attend and participate in the conference.  All bidders must sign in by 
name of attendee and business represented.  Only bids from bidders in 
attendance at the pre-bid conference will be opened. All others will be 
considered non-responsive.

A security deposit in the amount 5% of the total bid shall be submitted in the 
form of a cashier’s check, money order, certified check or bidders bond with 
any bid. No cash will be permitted. The security deposits of all unsuccessful 
bidders shall be returned after the Contract is awarded. 

The Contract will be awarded to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder 
giving adequate security for the performance of the work and meeting all con-
ditions represented in the Instructions to Bidders. The Contract completion 
date and the terms of payment will be announced at the time and place of 
letting. If no satisfactory bids are received, we reserve the right to reject any 
and all bids and to adjourn to a time and location as we shall announce.

NOTICE OF DAY OF REVIEW OF DRAINAGE DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
AND REVIEW OF APPORTIONMENTS 
DATE: Friday, January 15, 2021
TIME: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
LOCATION:	 Office	of	the	Kent	County	Drain	Commissioner
 1500 Scribner Ave NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504-3233

 Or Alternatively Remote Electronic Access by Zoom
 Meeting ID: 921 1482 5722
 Passcode: 1152021
 Call-In#: 1 646 876 9923
QUESTIONS: (616) 632-7910
The Day of Review is an opportunity to review the Cedar Springs Drain Drain-
age District boundaries and apportionment of benefit with the Drain Com-
missioner or a staff member. A map depicting the proposed Drainage District 
boundary revisions can be found on the Drain Commissioner’s website at: 
https://www.accesskent.com/Departments/DrainCommissioner/meeting_no-
tices.htm. The Drain is located and established in the following municipalities, 
and a general description of the lands proposed to be added or deleted, in 
whole or in part, include the following:

Drain 
No. Drain Name Municipalities Portion of 

Section Added

Portion of 
Section 
Removed

8083 CEDAR SPRINGS CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS 25, 30, 31, 36 25, 30 & 31
8083 CEDAR SPRINGS NELSON TOWNSHIP 30

The Drain Commissioner intends to hold an in-person Day of Review at the 
location stated above. However, due to the ongoing coronavirus public health 
crisis, the Day of Review will alternatively be held through remote electronic 
access, as provided in this Notice, if public gatherings are unable to be held 
due to federal, state, or local orders, laws, regulations, and guidelines. Prior 
to the Day of Review, the Drain office shall post an update on its website 
whether in-person attendance will be available.

Prior to the Day of Review, you may contact the Drain Commissioner’s Of-
fice at (616) 632-7910 or visit its website at https://www.accesskent.com/De-
partments/DrainCommissioner/meeting_notices.htm to get information about 
your apportionment and assessment. Remote electronic access will be avail-
able even if in-person attendance is available.

Electronic participation will be conducted through Zoom. The Day of Review 
may be accessed through any device supporting the Zoom app, which in-
cludes many computers, laptops, smartphones. Users on a computer or lap-
top will be given the option to join the meeting through a web browser without 
downloading the Zoom app. Additionally, individuals may call into the Day of 
Review by telephone.

Prior to the Day of Review:  
• Website.  Please visit the Drain Commissioner’s website at _https://

www.accesskent.com/Departments/DrainCommissioner/meeting_notic-
es.htm for more information regarding the Day of Review, including a 
map of the proposed Drainage District boundary revisions and proposed 
apportionment roll

• Email.  If you would like to ask questions about your property or pro-
posed apportionment prior to the Day of Review, please email drinfo@
kentcountymi.gov and we will provide you information through email.

• Telephone.  If you wish to speak with a staff member of the Drain Com-
missioner’s Office about your property or the proposed apportionment, 
please call (616) 632-7910

• Special Access.  Persons with disabilities needing accommodations 
for effective participation in the Day of Review should contact the Drain 
Commissioner’s Office at the number noted above (voice) or through the 
Michigan Relay Center at 7-1-1 (TDD) at least 24 hours in advance of the 
Day of Review to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.

On the Day of Review:
• The Drain Commissioner, engineers and/or other staff members will be 

available to assist individuals throughout the day. However, due to the 
coronavirus public health crisis, the facilities are requesting limited walk-
in and request that an appointment be scheduled to limit the number of 
walk-in visitors.  If you do enter the building, it will be strongly encour-
aged to wear a mask

• To participate electronically through Zoom, you can access the Day 
of Review through the following link: https://kentcountymi.zoom.us/
j/92114825722?pwd=U0hHM0lyekR2R2NFYVRYMXdoWEo0QT09

• For participation on Zoom via telephone, please call: + 1 646 876 9923 
US (New York). When prompted the Meeting ID is 921 1482 5722 and 
the Passcode is 1152021.

• Once individuals have joined the Day of Review electronically, the Drain 
Commissioner will provide further information about procedures for par-
ticipation.

• The computation of costs for the Drain will also be available at the Day 
of Review and will be on the Drain Commissioner’s Office website. Drain 
assessments are collected in the same manner as property taxes and 
will appear on your 2021 winter tax bill. If drain assessments are being 
collected for more than one (1) year, you may pay the assessment in full 
with any interest to date at any time and avoid further interest charges.

After the Day of Review:  

You may appeal the Drain Commissioner’s decision to revise the district 
boundaries to the Kent County Circuit Court within ten (10) days, and you 
may also appeal the determination of apportionments to the Kent County Pro-
bate Court within ten (10) days. 

The following is a condensed description of the several tracts or parcels of 
lands constituting the Special Assessment District of the Cedar Springs Drain: 
Portion of Sections 25, 30, 31, 36 of City of Cedar Springs and a portion of 
Section 30 of Nelson Township

The following county, townships, cities, and villages liable for at-large assess-
ment: City of Cedar Springs and Nelson Township

      
Dated: December 3, 2020 Kenneth J. Yonker

Kent County Drain Commissioner
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Mufasa – 8-year old male– Medium Mixed Breed 
Meet Mufasa! This 
charming gentleman is 
a loveable guy with a 
megawatt smile! Mufasa 
adores getting scritches 
and will let you pet him for 
hours. He would love a yard 
to play in and explore, and 
despite his age, he can’t get 
enough of fetch! Mufasa 

is looking for a home where he can be the center of 
attention as the one and only baby in the home--furry 
or otherwise.

Kiki – 13-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 
Meet Kiki! Kiki is a sweet 
soft girl who appreciates 
a gentle approach and 
is looking for someone 
willing to give her time 
and space to adjust. 
As soon as she feels 
safe, she’s all purrs and 
personality! Poor Kiki has 
been patiently waiting 
to find her furever family for almost half a year, and 
hopes to find it soon! Kiki enjoys naps in the sun, 
being petted while she relaxes, and she loves to 
sink into her plush cat bed at the end of the day. 
 
To learn more about adopting, please visit: www.
hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

APARTMENTAPARTMENT
FORFOR  RENTRENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Photo by Sara Cozolino Photography

Apartment, 2 bedroom, 
remodeled, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, dumpster on site. 
One stall garage with opener. 
Snow removal. Heat included. 
Deposit $850, 1st month rent. 
Plus electric. No smokers. No 
pets. 616-516-5471. #49,50p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

Christmas Trees
CHOOSE & CUT

Firs & Spruces

Hours: 
9am-dark

7788 19 Mile Rd
Sand Lake

(between Meyers Lake Ave. 
and Pine Lake Ave.)

FORFOR  SALESALE

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

NOTICESNOTICES

STATE OF 
MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
File No. 20-208139-DE
Jennifer Sue Hayes

Date of Birth: 9/9/1969 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, Jennifer Sue 
Hayes, died 10/7/2020. 
Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be for-
ever barred unless present-
ed to Samantha L. Dush, 
personal representative, or 
to both the probate court at 
180 Ottawa Ave NW, Ste 
2500, Grand Rapids, MI 
49503 and the personal rep-
resentative within 4 months 
after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

Personal Representative:
Samantha L. Dush
211 Hiawatha Dr., Mt. 
Pleasant, MI 48858
989-621-9621

Dated: December 10, 2020

STATE OF 
MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
FILE NO. 20-207958-DE
Estate of Ida Lorraine 

Morris, Deceased
Date of birth: 01/16/1925
NOTICE TO CREDITORS:
The decedent, IDA LORRAINE 
MORRIS, died 05/23/2018. 
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
the estate will be forever barred 
unless presented to Tracey 
Wood, Personal Representa-
tive, at 170755 Harvard Ave., 
Sand Lake, MI 49343, and to 
the Kent County Probate Court 
at 180 Ottawa Ave NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 within 4 
months after the date of publica-
tion of this notice. 

Attorney: Dianne M. Longoria 
Bar no. P64170
709 W Shaw St, PO Box 660
Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6969

Personal Representative: 
Tracey Wood 
170755 Harvard Ave.
Sand Lake, MI 49343 

Dated: December 10, 2020

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

BEAUTIFUL NEW
1,920 sq. ft. HOME 

ON PREMIUM
PERIMETER 
HOMESITE

 
CALL FOR VIEWING

NOTICE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, 
handicap, familial status, age or 
marital status, or an intention to 
making any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.” 
Familial Status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people 
securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate, which is in violation 
of the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-free 
number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 

WANT TO BUY:
Wanted: 3 or more acres 
between Cedar Springs and 
Morley with a trailer, 2 or 3 
bedrooms, and a large barn. 
616-363-6225. #50,51p

HOMES FOR SALE:

REALREAL
ESTATEESTATE

FREE – Cats, all different 
kinds, 6 months and older. Call 
616-439-5269. #50

cluding six children in Michigan.
The Department of Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS) 

also reminds Michiganders that flu shots are an essential health 
benefit under the Affordable Care Act and are covered with no 
out-of-pocket costs by most health plans in Michigan. Consumers 
with questions about their coverage should contact their insurance 
company, and if they cannot get the information they need or 
have additional questions, contact DIFS for assistance 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday at 877-999-6442 or Michigan.gov/
HealthInsurance.

“Getting the annual flu shot is an important step to protect your 
health and the health of those around you, especially this year 
when flu symptoms may be confused with COVID-19, and DIFS 
is committed to ensuring that cost and coverage are not barriers 
that keep Michiganders from getting vaccinated,” said DIFS 
Director Anita Fox. “Expanding access to health insurance and 
health care is critical to the health of our state, and our consumer 
service representatives are available to answer insurance coverage 
questions and concerns.”

While flu activity indicators have been low so far this flu sea-
son, some flu activity has been reported throughout the state. It’s 
essential that we continue to take all precautionary measures such 
as social distancing, wearing a mask, washing our hands thor-

• Potentially exposed individuals who develop symptoms 
during the 14-days seek testing and self-isolate while awaiting 
results.

• Potentially exposed individuals strictly adhere to mitigation 
strategies after exiting self-quarantine such as mask use, social 
distancing, avoiding crowds, etc.

A 10-day quarantine period does not apply to those residing in 
congregate living settings or who work with individuals in high-
risk groups. Additionally, there may be conflicts in the length of 
quarantine for employers who fall under Michigan Public Act 
238 or Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
rules. Employers should refer to those sources when determining 
whether non-essential employees need to wait 14 days to return 
to work.

Isolation requirements for individuals with a confirmed posi-
tive COVID-19 test have not changed.

The Kent County Health Department will continue to closely 
monitor the evolving science for information that would warrant 
reconsideration of these recommendations.

UpdatesUpdates
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

oughly and especially getting a flu vaccine to protect ourselves 
and our healthcare resources as COVID-19 continues to spread. It 
takes about two weeks after the vaccine is administered before the 
body builds up enough immunity to prevent the flu. Michiganders 
should get their flu vaccine now to protect themselves before ac-
tivity increases in Michigan.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends 
annual influenza vaccination for all persons aged 6 months and 
older. There are many flu vaccine options available this season, 
and residents should speak with a healthcare provider about which 
is best for them.

There is ample supply of flu vaccines available at many loca-
tions throughout Michigan, including doctor’s offices, pharma-
cies and local health departments. To find a location near you, 
visit Vaccinefinder.org. For more information about flu activity in 
Michigan, visit Michigan.gov/Flu.
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

YOUR AGENCY NAME  
OR LOGO GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
youragencywebaddress.com

®

Drivers are 23 times more  
likely to be involved in a car  

accident while texting. 

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and Financial Services Agent

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Website:  www.conflittiagency.com

MEDICARE  ADVANTAGE  PLANS 
Medicare Advantage Plans are plans that provide 100% 
Medicare coverage.  There are plans that travel with you 
and travel anywhere.
97% of Providers in Michigan are mostly likely in network.  
Plans starting as low as $0 per month in most areas.  

• Free gym memberships
• $0 Medical Deductible
• $0 Lab Copay
• $0 Virtual Visit Copay

Call or email today for a 
no-obligation quote.
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Sparta Chevrolet

(616) 887-1791 Corner of M-37 
and Sparta Avenuewww.spartachevy.comSparta Chevrolet

 Open: Mon. and Wed. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  •  Tues. and Thurs. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  •  Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  •  Sat. 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

No Hidden Fees or Charges; just add tax, title, plate and doc fee. Must take delivery by 12/31/2020. Lease payments may include lease loyalty/lease conquest. All payments 
require qualified credit. Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some residency or other restrictions may apply, see us for complete details. 
We have made every effort to assure accuracy and reserve the right to amend and/or correct any errors. Some incentives require qualified credit and financing with G.M. 
Financial. Should rules or rebates change, neither customer nor dealer will be obligated to consummate deal. Due to other special offers which may be available, YOUR 
PRICE MAY ACTUALLY BE LESS THAN ADVERTISED; please ask us for details. Thank you for shopping Sparta Chevrolet.

2020 TRAVERSE FWD LS
8 Passenger Seating,HD Rear Vision Camera, Tri Zone 
Auto Climate Control, Teen Driver Technology, Android 
Auto/Apple Car Play Capable.
MSRP $34,490

2021 SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB RST 4X4
All Star Edition, Z71 Off Road Package, Remote Start, 
Heated Seats, Keyless Start, Hill Descent Control, Dual 
Exhaust, Chevytec Spray Bedliner, 18” Aluminium Wheels, 
Hitch Guidance, Trailer Brake Control.
MSRP $51,360

IMPALA LS
Power Seat, Keyless Open, Keyless Start, Remote Start, Theft 
Deterrent System, Rear Vision Camera, 4G LTE Wi-Fi Hotspot.
MSRP $30,315

2019 CRUZE HATCHBACK LT
Heated Seats, Keyless Open, Keyless Start, Rear Park 
Assist, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Lane Change Alert with 
Side Blind Zone Alert, Power Seat. 4,700 Courtesy Miles.
MSRP $24,195

2021 SILVERADO 2500 LTZ CREW CAB 4X4
Duramax Diesel with 10 Speed Allison Transmission, Midnight 
Edition, Power Sunroof, Navigation, HD Surround Vision, 
Bed View Camera, Bose Premium Audio, Heated and Cooled 
Leather Bucket Seats, Power Sliding Rear Window.
MSRP $72,425

2021 EQUINOX AWD LT
Driver Convenience Package, Power Liftgate, Remote Start, 
Heated Seats, Rear Vision Camera, Lane Change Alert, Side 
Blind Zone Alert, Rear Cross Traffic Alert.
MSRP $30,740

2021 BLAZER AWD 2LT
Convenience and Confidence Package, Heated Seats, 
Remote Start, Power Liftgate, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Rear 
Park Assist, Lane Change Alert with Side Blind Zone Alert.
MSRP $38,425

2021 SILVERADO DOUBLE CAB LT 4X4
Integrated Trailer Brake Controller, All Star Edition, Z71 Off Road 
Package, Heated Seats, Heated Steering Wheel, Keyless Open 
and Start, Auto Locking Rear Differential, LED Fog Lamps.
MSRP $47,315

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $2,518
NCC REBATE: $3,000
SALE PRICE: $28,971

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $4,597
NCC REBATE: $2,500
SALE PRICE: $44,262

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $3,320

SALE PRICE: $25,545
SPARTA DISCOUNT: $4,649
SALE PRICE: $19,546

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $7,312
National Rebate: $500

SALE PRICE: $64,612

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $2,273
NATIONAL REBATE: $3,250

SALE PRICE: $25,217

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $2,923
NATIONAL REBATE: $750

SALE PRICE: $34,751

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $4,202
NATIONAL REBATE: $500

SALE PRICE: $42,612

#20T474

#21T116

#19C050#19C027

#21T167

#21T153

#21T059

#21T071

OR LEASE FOR ONLY 
$293/MONTH WITH $0 DOWN

OR LEASE FOR ONLY 
$320/MONTH WITH $0 DOWN

OR LEASE FOR ONLY 
$257/MONTH WITH $0 DOWN

OR LEASE FOR ONLY 
$302/MONTH WITH $0 DOWN

OR LEASE FOR ONLY 
$355/MONTH WITH $0 DOWN

TRAVERSE LEASE
#20T474

SILVERADO LEASE
#21T071

SILVERADO LEASE
#21T116

EQUINOX LEASE
#21T153

BLAZER LEASE
#21T124

$34,490
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$293
$10,584

.25
$21,384

$47,315
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$320
$11,556

.25
$29,808

$51,360
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$355
$12,816

.25
$32,357

$30,740
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$257
$9,288

.25
$18,751

$38,425
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$302
$10,887

.25
$23,824

MSRP
Term
Down Payment
Security Deposit
Amount Due at Start
Total of Payments
Excess Mileage
L.E.V.

COURTESY CAR

GREAT DEALS ON THE LAST OF OUR 2019 IMPALA’S, 
3 TO CHOOSE FROM STARTING AT $24,995

2021 SILVERADO 3500 HIGH COUNTRY 
CREW CAB 4X4
Duramax Diesel with 10 Allison Transmission, Power Sunroof, 
Forward Collision Alert, Lane Departure Warning, Following 
Distance Indicator, Rear Camera Mirror, Head Up Display, 
Gooseneck/5th Wheel Package, Z71 Off Road Package. 
MSRP $79,965

SPARTA DISCOUNT: $8,023
National Rebate: $500

SALE PRICE: $71,441

#21T135

.9% FINANCING FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS AVAILABLE

.9% FINANCING FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS AVAILABLE

.9% FINANCING FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS AVAILABLE.9% FINANCING FOR UP TO 72 MONTHS AVAILABLE

GM EMPLOYEE PRICING FOR EVERYONE ON SELECT MODELS!
WE WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE EVEN IF YOU DON’T BUY FROM US.
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