
Library’s Polar 
Express delights 
kids and parents

Twenty-seven adoptions 
finalized at 17th Circuit Court 
Court celebrates a record number of teenage adoptions
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Christmas events beginChristmas events begin

The city Christmas tree in the Heart of Cedar Springs. Other trees in the park are also 
lit up. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

It was a beautiful day last Sat-
urday, December 4, for Mingle 

with Kris Kringle, the annual 
kickoff in Cedar Springs to 
the Christmas season. 

Various events went 
on, including the Cedar 
Springs Library’s Polar 
Express Open House (see 
event this page); storytime 
with Mrs. Claus at Perry’s 
Place; a Santa parade; the 

Christmas tree lighting, and 
the Polar Express movie at 

the Kent Theatre.
Tonight, December 9, are car-

riage rides from the White Pine 
Trail staging area. Turn to page 8 for 

details on that and other holiday hap-
penings.Santa came in on a Cedar 

Springs Fire Truck. Post photo by J. 
Reed.

Above: Judge Ackert on Adoption Day.
Left: Pierce Overway and his adopted family.

Santa Claus with a baby at the Cedar Springs Library Polar Express Christmas open 
house. Courtesy photo.

The Kent County 17th Circuit 
Court, Family Division marked 
its 25th Annual Adoption Day, on 
December 2, with 27 adoptions 
finalized. Embodying this year’s 
theme, “You are 
Deer to 
U s , ” 

many of the virtu-
al courtrooms and 

judges were deco-
rated and dressed in 

festive reindeer attire.
“We celebrate every 

single adoption that is fi-
nalized in our courtrooms 

throughout the year,” said 17th Circuit 
Family Division Judge Kathleen Fee-
ney. “But our annual adoption day is 
a way to collectively honor these mo-
mentous occasions and to celebrate 
with the children and families whose 
lives are forever changed through 

Patrons and staff of the Cedar 
Springs Public Library kicked off 
the holiday season last Saturday, 
December 4, during the Library’s 
Polar Express Christmas Open 
House. About 650 kids and 

adults got to enjoy train rides out-
side, a Polar Express Storytime, 
cookies, crafts, hot chocolate and 
of course taking a picture with 
Santa Claus. 
       POLAR EXPRESS -  continues on page 15

American Underdog

Reagan, Lincoln, and Jaxson Trolla are excited to watch the movie. Courtesy photo.

Would you like to see a brand 
new movie, free of charge, in a 
local theater? Here’s your chance!

The movie American Underdog 
is based on the inspirational true 
story of the legendary quarter-
back and Hall of Fame recipient 
Kurt Warner and his wife Brenda. 
Undrafted as a quarterback out of 
college, Kurt found himself stock-
ing shelves in a grocery store to 
help support his wife and her two 
kids, all while trying to hold onto 
his fading dream of becoming an 
NFL quarterback. This movie is 
sure to inspire the dreamer in all 
of us. 

Winter bird counts



Aubrey Rasch crowned 2022 Michigan 
Apple Queen

Aubrey Rasch of Lowell, Mich. 
has been crowned the 2022 
Michigan Apple Queen. Re-
aghan Dolphin of Gowen, 
Mich. is first runner-up.

Rasch is the daughter of 
Duane and Deborah Rasch, 
and is a student at Low-
ell High School. She is the 
daughter and niece of apple 
growers.

“The Michigan Apple 
Queen has the great responsi-
bility of serving as an ambassa-
dor for the Michigan Apple 
industry,” said Diane Smith, 
executive director of the 
Michigan Apple Committee. 
“Before the competition, the 
candidates undergo a rig-
orous interview and essay 
writing process. Aubrey will be very busy in 2022 repre-
senting the industry at various parades, schools, festivals, 
grocery store events and more.”

Rasch will spend the next year attending events and festi-
vals across Michigan as the face of the Michigan Apple in-
dustry. She will also travel to schools throughout Michigan 
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Red Cross: donors needed now 
to address historically low 
blood supply
Limited-edition long-sleeved 
T-shirts for those who come 
to give around holidays

It’s the last week 
for Toys for Tots
Please get your toys to us this week

Would you like to do something special for families in 
need this Christmas? You can partner with us to provide 
toys for children in Kent County. The Post is participating 
in the Toys for Tots program again this holiday season, as a 
drop off site for toys. 

Toys for Tots is a volunteer organization whose goal is to 
collect new, unwrapped toys for kids 0-16, and distribute 
them to children who would not otherwise receive a gift 
during the holiday season. Toys for teens and tweens are 
always especially needed.

“For more than a decade, we’ve been helping Toys for 
Tots collect toys for children who might not otherwise get 
one,” said Post editor Judy Reed. “We are humbled and 
grateful at the community’s response to helping others in 
need, and hope everyone will consider giving to this pro-
gram, which helps less fortunate children have a merrier 
Christmas.”

The program runs now through December 9. Just bring a 
new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36 E. Maple Street in 
Cedar Springs, Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and Tuesday and Wednesday from noon to 5 p.m. If you 
can’t make those times, call us to make other arrangements 
at 616-696-3655.

Together we can make this Christmas special for many 
children!

Pictured 
from left 
to right is 
Queen Aubrey 
Rasch and Court Reaghan 
Dolphin. Courtesy photo.

teaching students about apples.
Dolphin is the daughter of Jeffery 

and Julie Dolphin, and is a stu-
dent at Greenville Senior High 

School. She is the niece and 
cousin of apple growers.

The 2022 Queen was 
crowned on Decem-
ber 7 at the 18th an-
nual Michigan Apple 
Committee grower 
luncheon. It marks the 
69th year of the com-
petition that awards 
an apple representative 

based on poise, beau-
ty, apple knowledge and 

public speaking ability.
Queen contestants must be 

between 17 and 23 years of age 
and have a link to the Michigan 

Apple industry. The Michigan Apple 
Committee sponsors the annual event. The 

queen and first runner-up each receive scholarships from 
the Michigan Apple Committee and the Michigan State 
Horticultural Society.

The 2020-21 Queen, Victoria Wittenbach, and her Court, 
Sarah Rasch, served two years in their spokesperson roles, 
with events and opportunities canceled in 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Michigan Apple Committee is a grower-funded non-
profit organization devoted 
to marketing, education and 
research activities to distin-
guish the Michigan apple 
and encourage its consump-
tion in Michigan and around 
the world. For more infor-
mation, visit www.Michiga-
nApples.com.

Nearly two years into the 
pandemic, everyone has 
earned a holiday break with 
their family and friends. But 
as the nation gathers again 
for celebrations this season, 
the American Red Cross, 
which provides 40 percent 
of the country’s blood, 
is facing historically low 
blood supply levels.

Busy holiday schedules, 
breaks from school and win-
ter weather all contribute to 
a drop in blood and platelets 
donations this time of year. 
Those factors, combined 
with the ongoing challeng-
es of COVID-19, make it 
vital for donors to make an 
appointment to give as soon 
as possible. If more donors 
don’t come forward to give 
blood, some patients requir-
ing a transfusion may po-
tentially face delays in care.

Donors are urged to 
schedule an appointment 
now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org or 
calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767). There is 
no blood donation waiting 

period for those who 
have received a flu 
shot or a Moderna, 
Pfizer or Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine or booster, 
so long as they are 
symptom-free.

To encourage do-
nors to help address the his-
torically low blood supply 
this holiday season, all who 
come to give Dec. 17-Jan. 
2 will receive an exclusive 
Red Cross long-sleeved 
T-shirt, while supplies last.

Blood drive safety
Each Red Cross blood 

drive and donation center 
follows the highest stan-
dards of safety and infec-
tion control, and additional 
precautions – including face 
masks for donors and staff, 
regardless of vaccination 
status – have been imple-
mented to help protect the 
health of all those in atten-
dance. Donors are asked to 
schedule an appointment 
prior to arriving at the drive.

Upcoming blood donation 
opportunities Dec. 17-Jan. 2

Kent
Grand Rapids

12/27/2021: 11 a.m. - 
4:45 p.m., American Red 
Cross West Michigan, 3886 
Broadmoor Ave SE

12/28/2021: 11 a.m. - 
4:45 p.m., American Red 
Cross West Michigan, 3886 
Broadmoor Ave SE

12/29/2021: 11 a.m. - 
4:45 p.m., American Red 
Cross West Michigan, 3886 
Broadmoor Ave SE

1/6/2022: 11 a.m. - 4:45 
p.m., American Red Cross 
West Michigan, 3886 
Broadmoor Ave SE

Grandville
12/30/2021: 12 p.m. 

- 5:45 p.m., RiverTown 
Crossings, 3700 Rivertown 
Pkwy

1/5/2022: 11 a.m. - 3:45 
p.m., Hanley Christian Re-
formed Church, 372 Jack-
son St

1/6/2022: 12 p.m. - 5:15 

p.m., RiverTown Crossings, 
3700 Rivertown Pkwy

Montcalm
Carson City
1/5/2022: 12 p.m. - 5:45 

p.m., St Marys Church, 404 
N Division Street

Greenville
12/6/2021: 1 p.m. - 6:15 

p.m., Calvary Baptist 
Church, 12501 Montcalm 
Ave. NE

12/8/2021: 10 a.m. - 2:45 
p.m., Moose Lodge Green-
ville, 5649 S Greenville Rd

Lakeview
12/30/2021: 10 a.m. - 

2:45 p.m., Tamarack Dis-
trict Library, 832 S Lincoln 
Ave

Vestaburg
1/7/2022: 11 a.m. - 3:45 

p.m., Vestaburg School, 
7188 Avenue B.m., Doug-
las Community Church, 
6874 Wiley Road

6,955 people like this
7,211 people follow this
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Men arrested in child trafficking sting

MSP investigates fatal 
bicycle crash

Winter parking 
now in effect

Spectrum Health ER and urgent 
care experiencing high volumes
Reminds community to utilize alternative same day health care services 
for cold and flu

No overnight parking on streets from November 1 to April 1.

The City of Cedar Springs 
is reminding residents that 
winter rules for parking in 
the city are now in effect.

According to Sec. 36-86 
of the code of ordinances, 
there is no parking on the 
City’s streets between 3 
a.m. and 6 a.m. from No-
vember 1 to April 1. Persons 
unable to park their vehicle 
on their own property may 
park in public parking lots 
but must move their vehi-

cles to a plowed parking 
spot as soon as possible fol-
lowing any snowfall. Exam-
ples of public lots include 
the NW corner of Cherry 
and First Street and the City 
Hall parking lot at First and 
Ash St. 

This rule applies every 
night regardless of whether 
snow has fallen or not. A vi-
olation of the ordinance is a 
civil infraction.

Due to the rapid in-
crease of patients with 
COVID-19 and other se-
rious health conditions 
across West Michigan, 
Spectrum Health’s emer-
gency rooms and urgent 
care centers are experi-
encing significantly high-
er volumes.

To help minimize the 
added strain on these 
important services and to treat patients faster, Spectrum 
Health is urging the community to utilize other care options 
for non-emergency health issues such as cough, sore throat, 
ear pain and mild fever. More information about the differ-
ences between flu, cold and COVID-19 symptoms, as well 
as same day care options, can be found at https://www.spec-
trumhealth.org/patientaccess.

Additional health care options that will help individuals 

get the non-emergency care 
they need quickly and at a low-
er cost include:  

Virtual Urgent Care
Virtual urgent care is on-de-

mand, 24/7 and can assist those 
with flu or cold symptoms in as 
little as 10 minutes or less in 
most cases, right from home. 
https://www.spectrumhealth.
org/patient-care/virtual-health/
virtual-urgent-care

Walk-In Clinics
For in-person care, walk-

in clinics are available with evening and weekend hours. 
https://www.spectrumhealth.org/patient-care/primary-care/
immediate-care/walk-in-clinics

Primary Care Offices
Many Spectrum Health primary care offices are offering 

more same-day appointments, and evening and weekend 
hours. Every office has 24/7 support for questions, concerns 

On Tuesday evening, No-
vember 30, Deputies from 
Mecosta, Montcalm, Isabel-
la, and Newaygo Counties, 
along with Officers from 
Big Rapids Department 
of Public Safety, Agents 
from the FBI, 6th District 
MSP Intelligence Analysist, 
and the Central Michigan 
Enforcement Team, con-
ducted a Child Trafficking 
sting in Big Rapids Town-
ship, Mecosta County.  All 
three usspects individually 
traveled to a Big Rapids 
Township location with the 
intentions of having sexual 
intercourse with a minor ju-
venile. 

All three local suspects 

were arrested and lodged at 
the Mecosta County Sher-
iff’s Office on multiple fel-
onies.

On Thursday December 
2, all three suspects were 
arraigned in the 77th Dis-

trict Court.
Randall Robert-Curtis 

Pion, 26, of Big Rapids, 
was arraigned on two fel-
onies: Accosting a minor 
for immoral purposes, and 
using a computer in the 

commission of a felony. He 
remains in custody in the 
Mecosta County Jail on a 
$100,000 Bond

Jeremy Drew Ostrander, 
25 of Big Rapids, was ar-

Troopers from the Michigan State Police Lakeview Post 
are investigating a fatal vehicle vs. bicycle crash that oc-

curred at approximately, December 6, in Montcalm 
County. 

According to police, the accident occurred at approximately 12:47 p.m. Monday 
on E. McBride’s Road near N. Douglas Road in Ferris Township. Their initial investigation 
revealed that an 11-year-old boy rode his bike around the front of a semi, which was parked 
in front of his residence, and rode directly into the path of an eastbound vehicle driven by a 
34-year-old female from Carson City. The boy was declared deceased on scene. 

Troopers were assisted by Montcalm EMS, Montcalm County Sheriff’s Department and 
Montcalm County Central dispatch. The crash remains under investigation.
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PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Formerly Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

ObituaryObituary
MARLAN LEROY 

NEWLAND
Marlan LeRoy 
Newland, born 
May 4, 1947, 
died peacefully 
at his home in 
Cedar Springs, 
M i c h i g a n 
on Monday, 
November 29, 
2021, at the age 
of 74. Marlan 
was preceded 
in death by 
his mother, 
Darline (Winters) Newland; his father, Roy 
Newland; his brother, Bryan Newland, and 
his sister, Karla (Newland) Roebuck. He 
is survived by his wife of 16 years Bonnie 
(Brassington) Newland; his daughter, Lorna 
Goolsby (Greg); stepson, Jay Thebo; step-
daughter, Leah Norton (Joe); step-son, Cary 
Armstrong, and step-daughter, Lindsay 
Williams (Carlos). He is also survived by his 
grandson. Reshay Newland (Krystal) and 
step-grandchildren, Tyler Thebo (Lillie), 
Sawyer Thebo, Jesslyn Nichols (Maxwell), 
John Brazier, and Alexzia Brazier.  Also 
surviving are his sister, Shirley Kruis 
(Terry); brother, Randy Newland (Cheryl); 
sister, Paula Brink (Tom); brother-in-
law, Bob Roebuck, and sister-in-law, 
Susan Newland.  He also leaves a great-
granddaughter, Khalisia Newland as well as 
many loved nieces and nephews. Marlan was 
born in Grant, Michigan. He was the very 
first Eagle Scout from Cedar Springs. He 
attended Cedar Springs High School where 
he enjoyed football, baseball, and tennis. 
After graduation he went into the Army. He 
spent most of his working life at Michigan 
Wheel in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where 
he was a CNC operator for 35 years. After 
his retirement, Marlan and Bonnie moved 
to Lake Placid, Florida where they lived for 
10 years.  They returned to Cedar Springs 
in 2019. Marlan’s favorite pastimes were 
fishing with his lifelong friend, Norm Hill 
(Valerie) and watching sports on TV. In 
his younger years, he enjoyed hunting, 
golf, and playing pool. He was a member 
of the American Legion, Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, and the Moose Lodge. He loved 
hanging out with his friends. Marlan’s 
humor, faithful friendship, and quick wit 
will be missed by all his family and friends. 
A memorial service will be held in the 
spring on May 4, 2022, his 75th birthday.

Pastor Jonathan BergsmaPastor Jonathan Bergsma
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All in
Greetings and blessings on whomev-

er has the time to read this article today. 
I hope and pray the Lord’s favor on 
your life through his Holy Spirit for en-
couragement, blessing and direction in 
whatever circumstance of life you find 
yourself in today.

Today I felt led to share about the sto-
ry in Mark 10:46, of Jesus healing the 
blind man Bartimaeus. The story goes 
as follows:

46 Then they came to Jericho. As 
Jesus and his disciples, together with 
a large crowd, were leaving the city, 
a blind man, Bartimaeus, was sitting 
by the roadside begging. 47 When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”

48 Many rebuked him and told him 
to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call 
him.”

So they called to the blind man, 
“Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling 
you.” 50 Throwing his cloak aside, he 
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

51 “What do you want me to do for 
you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want 
to see.”

52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has 
healed you.” Immediately he received 
his sight and followed Jesus along the 
road.

I love this passage because if you 
think about it, in the chaos and commo-
tion of a large crowd, and all the mul-
titude of people following Jesus, was 
every sick or disabled person wanting 
to get the attention of Jesus for healing.

This man, Bartimaeus, is crying out 
and causing a stir when Jesus passes by. 
It seems that Jesus was close enough 
that he must’ve heard the man but con-
tinued along without stopping or doing 
anything. Then the people start telling 
Bartimaeus he’s out of line, to be quiet, 
settle down, there’s not going to be time 
for him.

So what kind of reaction does this be-
ing ignored, scolded and criticized by 
many create in this blind man?

Does he say, “Ok, whatever, forget 
it, this Jesus guy is supposed to be 
the Messiah. Isn’t he supposed to care 
about people and heal them? Good 

grief he won’t even acknowledge me, 
a poor blind guy sitting here making all 
this noise? And these stupid people fol-
lowing him, who are they? Telling me 
to be quiet. They should feel sorry for 
me and help me, not try silence me and 
make me feel bad.”

Is this the reaction we see? Not at all. 
It seems the more he’s ignored and put 
down, the more he digs in and cries out 
all the more. He is desperate. “Help me, 
Jesus!”

And then what happens? Jesus stops 
in the midst of all the commotion of 
the crowd and says, “Bring that man to 
me.”

What was it that made Jesus stop the 
second time? I believe it was his com-
mitment to Jesus for good beyond what 
his senses around him were telling him.

For Bartimaeus, and like so many 
times for us, when we come to Jesus 
and put ourselves out there with a need 
or in prayer, sometimes it seems like 
God is not listening. And then add to 
that every voice around you and every 
logical thing your senses can tell you 
says to be quiet, sit down, it’s not going 
to work! These are the times in so many 
of our lives when we can let outside in-
fluences mold our thinking and shape 
how we believe. And this is also the 
time where faith steps in and believes 
the truth of God’s word and his good-
ness over what we think or feel.

I believe this is faith, and that faith 
believes what is not yet seen, and when 
blind Bartimaeus could not see, he 
knew he had just this one chance, he 
wasn’t counting on people anymore. If 
Jesus truly was the Messiah, he was go-
ing after it or he was going to die trying. 
He was all in!

Jesus was here on earth to do good 
and it’s the goodness of God that leads 
men to repentance. So whatever it is 
you may be facing today, if you want 
your voice heard above the noise of the 
crowd and want to attract the attention 
of the King today then set your mind, 
set your heart, and press in to him no 
matter how bad things seem.

Father, I come to you in Jesus’ name 
and through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and through the blood of Jesus 
I stand in faith today. Father I set my 
heart, my mind, my will and emotions 
to follow you and the truth of your 

word believing that you are working for good 
on my behalf in every circumstance I am facing 
right now. Jesus, you are the only thing I cling 
to, I believe in you and thank you for opening 
the eyes of my heart to see your goodness, love, 
mercy, and love, in my life. For your glory today 
thank you and in Jesus name, Amen.



UnderdogUnderdog
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Thank you

We would like to thank everyone for their 
cards, prayers, flowers, and visits at the time 
of Susan Misner’s passing. Also to Pastor 
Black for the service. This meant a lot to 
the families.

Thank you,
Ed Misner Family

Charles Pritchard Family
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JOHN A. 
NORTON SR.

John A. Norton 
Sr. age 79 of 
Rockford, MI 
died Sunday, 
December 5, 
2021 at his 
son’s home. 
John was 
born May 22, 
1942 in Grand 
Rapids, MI 
the son of 
Walter and 
Erma (Stibitz) 
Norton. He loved sports and watching his 
children and grandchildren at their sporting 
events. He enjoyed spending time with his 
family and seeing his great grandchildren. 
Surviving are his children, Bob (Donna) 
Norton, John (Toni) Norton, Randy 
(Annette) Norton, Joel (Leah) Norton, 
Kelly (John) Wright; 25 grandchildren; 
24 great-grandchildren; brother, Walter 
(Janice) Norton; sisters, Arvella Palmer 
and Betty Lane; many nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; 
wife, Ruthann; and 8 brothers and sisters. 
A memorial service and luncheon will be 
held Saturday, December 11 at 12:00 p.m. 
at the Pierson Bible Church Community 
Room. Pastor Chris Weeks officiating. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Faith Hospice, 2100 Raybrook St. SE, Suite 
300, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

 Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

GEORGE K. 
WILLIAMS

George K. 
Williams age 
87 of Cedar 
Springs, passed 
away Friday, 
D e c e m b e r 
3, 2021 at 
his home 
surrounded by 
his family. Mr. 
Williams was 
born March 5, 
1934 in Leroy, 
MI the son of 
Wilford and Marvel (Bennett) Williams. He 
served in the U.S. Army from 1956 – 58. 
He worked for Smith Industry (formerly 
Lear Siegler) for over 30 years thru which 
he helped Apollo 2 get to the moon. George 
liked tinkering, puttering with things, bird 
watching and looking for four leaf clovers. 
He enjoyed making people laugh, especially 
if he was meeting you for the first time. 
Surviving are his wife, Helen; daughters, 
Lynn (Bruce) Marvel, Shonda Horter; 
grandchildren, Allyson (Drew) French, 
Brayden Marvel, Bryce Marvel; sister-
in-law, Jean Williams; many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sisters, Marjorie (Carl) Baker, Irene 
(Charles) Fewless; brothers, Glen Williams 
and Dale (Ardath) Williams. A memorial 
service will be held Saturday, December 
18 at 11:00 a.m. at Grace Evangelical Free 
Church, 4714 13 Mile Road, Rockford. The 
family will greet friends and relatives at 
10:00 a.m. Pastor Josh Williams officiating. 
Interment Middle Branch Twp. Cemetery, 
Marion, MI. Memorial contributions may 
be made Emmanuel Hospice, 401 Hall St. 
SW, #263, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Every Life Tells A Story...

14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505
(888) 336.3490 | Intandemcu.com

*Federally insured by the NCUA

We SAVED a member over

$15,000 in INTEREST 
& REDUCED the term of the loan!
See what you can save by refinancing 
your loan. 

Those who deserve 
love the least 

need it the most.

But I say unto you, Love your    
enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully 

use you, and persecute you. 
Matthew 5:44

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

•

It will be shown FREE of charge on 
Wednesday, December 15 at 6 pm to the first 
200 people entering the doors of NorthStar 
Cinema located at 11699 14 Mile Road, 
Rockford. While this movie won’t open in 
theaters across the country until December 
25, En Gedi was given a unique opportuni-
ty to provide an early showing. En Gedi, a 
local non-profit organization supported by 
local churches, businesses, and individu-
als, will cover all costs associated with this 
showing so that the community has an op-
portunity to see this amazing story. 

En Gedi has previously brought in box 
office hits such as BreakThrough, I Can 
Only Imagine, and others. Full capacity of 
the theater is 200 so first come first serve. 

If you can’t make the show on December 
15 it will open to the public at NorthStar 
December 25 and play through Feb. 8. 

Church 
Connection 

is online @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/churchconnection/
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NOTICENOTICE

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Dec. 8,16,23: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 to 
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this free meal that 
is being shared with us! #tfnb

Wreath Making Kits at HCNC
Dec 10-19: Wreath making kits will be available at the 
Howard Christensen Nature Center’s Interpretive Center 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 12 – 4 pm starting 
November 26th. Purchase a handmade grapevine wreath to 
take home and deocorate – add a bag of trimmings to your 
order. We’ll have a variety of ribbons, natural trimmings and 
holiday ornaments to choose from. Wreath - $10 nonmembers, 
$5 members. Wreath and Trimings - $20 nonmembers, $15 
members. 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. 616-675-3158, 
www.howardchristensen.org. #49

Christmas Bake Sale 
Dec. 10: A Christmas Bake Sale by the Sand Lake United 
Methodist women will be held at Independent Bank on 
Friday, December 10th from 9 am to 5 pm. Homemade treats 
and Prize Raffle. #47-49

Sand Lake Christmas Party and Santa 
Visit
Dec. 11: Bring your cameras to the Sand Lake Christmas 
Party at the former VFW Hall on Saturday, December 11th 
from 9:30 to 11:30 am. Santa will be there with goodie bags. 
Large prize drawing, crafts and cookie decorating. Free 
carrage rides. #47-49

Kids’ Craft Day at HCNC
Dec. 11: Bring the little ones for an afternoon of fun crafting 
gifts for their family and friends. Howard Christensen Nature 
Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City, on Saturday, 
December 11th at 1 pm. $5 for nonmembers, $3 for members. 
616-675-3158, www.howardchristensen.org. #48,49

Raffle Fundraiser for the Kent Theatre
Dec. 11,12: The Kent Theatre will be having a raffle on 
Saturday, December 11 and on Sunday, December 12 during 
the Christmas Shows. The raffle is $1.00 per entry and the 
prize is at least one ticket to the Andy Gross Show on Saturday, 
December 18 at 7:00 pm. Andy is an internet sensation as a 
comic, ventriquist, and magician. Contact Len Allington, 231-
750-2337, len@laphoto.com for your raffle tickets #49

FREE MOVIE! 
Dec. 15: Free movie on Wednesday, December 15th at 6 pm. 
The inspirational movie is based on the true life of legendary 
football player Kurt Warner and his wife Brenda. This is a 
premier early showing for the first 200 entering NorthStar 
Cinema located at 11699 - 14 Mile Road, Rockford. Doors 
open at 5:30. This is provided by En Gedi a local mission 
supported by local businesses, churches, and individuals. #49

An Outdoor Christmas Experience
Dec. 23: Come and experience Christmas Outdoors at Frost 
Creek! There will be a live nativity with a petting zoo of 
camels, sheep, goats and donkeys, games and activities for 
the kids, hot chocolate, a tree lighting, and bonfire barrels for 
warmth. The evening begins Thursday, December 23rd at 
6:30 pm with the tree lighting at 7 pm. Frost Creek Church 
is located at 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs (just north of 
19 Mile Rd.) #49

One Act Play Festival
Jan. 3: Attention Playwights! The Cedar Springs Community 
Players are hosting a One Act Play Festival in the spring of 
2022! Original one-act plays in PDF format need to be sent 
by January 3, 2022, to cscommunityplayers@gmail.com 
with “One Act Play Submission” in the subject line. For more 
details go to http://cedarspringscommunityplayers.org/. #49

FREE MOVIE AT 
NORTHSTAR CINEMA

FREE Premier Showing for First 200 People Entering! 
Wednesday, December 15, 6 pm 

NorthStar Cinema   11699  14 Mile Rd.   Rockford 
Compliments of En Gedi - Holiday Blessings To You! 

FREE Premier Showing for First 200 People Entering! 
Wednesday, December 15, 6 pm 

NorthStar Cinema   11699  14 Mile Rd.   Rockford 
Compliments of En Gedi - Holiday Blessings To You! 

Tomlin United tour at Van Andel March 1
Multi-platinum selling, multi-

award-winning artists Chris Tom-
lin and UNITED will co-headline 
their long-awaited 2022 “Tomlin 
UNITED” Tour, set to kick off 
at the Greensboro Coliseum on 
February 9, 2022. Anticipated 
to be the biggest Christian mu-
sic concert of the year, the Tom-
lin UNITED Tour will welcome 
thousands of fans each night to 
worship together and experience 
songs that have shaped modern 
faith today. The live worship ex-
perience includes 33 dates across 
the U.S., and will visit Grand 
Rapids, Mich. at Van Andel Are-

na on March 1, 2022. 
Tickets for the Grand Rapids 

date are available at Ticketmaster.
com.

“We really believe this tour 
is going to be something unfor-
gettable,” said Chris Tomlin and 
Joel Houston (UNITED). “We’ve 
been trying to do something like 
this for a long time and we have a 
real sense of trust in the fact that 
this is the right time. This is the 
moment for what God has been 
planning and in that, we think the 
timing has everything to do with 
the people joining us each night.”
                         TOMLIN- continues on page 13
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS
NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! 
If you have a good “clean” joke to share email it to: 
news@cedarspringspost.com or send to P.O. Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters 
or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and li-
ability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompa-
nied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s 
authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or ac-
knowledge letters we do not use. Writers are limited 
to one letter per month. Email to news@cedarsprings-
post.com, or send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

POSTPOST  ScriptsScripts

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW(7469)(7469)

LIVE on StageLIVE on Stage

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11@ 3PMSATURDAY, DECEMBER 11@ 3PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 3PMSUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 @ 3PM

Christmas Music ShowChristmas Music Show

Christmas DanceChristmas Dance
ExtravaganzaExtravaganza

Featuring - Tri County Jazz Band, 17 Degrees Featuring - Tri County Jazz Band, 17 Degrees 
South, Teah Ader, Rylie Tate and Porter KenyonSouth, Teah Ader, Rylie Tate and Porter Kenyon

Showcasing Local TalentShowcasing Local Talent

COMING SOON: COMING SOON: 
DECEMBER 18DECEMBER 18
THE ANDY GROSS SHOW THE ANDY GROSS SHOW 
AT 7:00 PMAT 7:00 PM

Featuring - Synergy Dance Co., Pol Dancing by Seira Featuring - Synergy Dance Co., Pol Dancing by Seira 
Kovach, interview with the Grinch and Santa, musical Kovach, interview with the Grinch and Santa, musical 

appearance by Teah Ader and William Baker.appearance by Teah Ader and William Baker.

KENT THEATRE KENT THEATRE 
CHRISTMAS SHOWSCHRISTMAS SHOWS
Admission: $3.00Admission: $3.00

Village president is not acquit-
ted of charges

Kent County v Mollie McClellan
Village President Mollie McClellan was charged with 

a felony by Kent County prosecutor’s office for violating 
Michigan Election Law. McClellan was charged with a 
felony for signing the petition to recall Rachel Gokey—
once under her legal name (McClellan) and once under 
her husband’s last name (Doerr).

The case was not dismissed against McClellan for lack 
of evidence or because it was unwinnable. Technically 
McClellan didn’t enter a guilty plea. However, she had 
to admit to guilt to take part in a pre-trial diversion pro-

gram. If McClellan complies with the conditions of the 
program, the offense will eventually be removed from her 
criminal record.

By Michigan law, the petition form itself states “A per-
son who knowingly signs a petition more than once, or 
signs a name other than his or her own name is violating 
the provisions of the Michigan election law.”

The law also states “(10) an individual shall not sign a 
petition with multiple names. An individual who violates 
this subsection is guilty of a felony” (emphasis added).

The law is clear. McClellan signed the petition under 
multiple names and is guilty of a felony, even if it will not 
ultimately remain on her criminal record.

If you look at sample forms online, the warning against 
signing twice is displayed very prominently.

One can only assume McClellan intentionally signed 
the petition twice for the purpose of adding to the sig-
nature count necessary to recall Gokey. Apparently, the 
Kent County prosecutor agreed, and McClellan, herself, 
admitted her guilt so she could take part in the pretrial 
diversion program.

There is a provision in Michigan law that says a person 
convicted of a felony cannot hold public

office if “...the conviction was related to the person’s 
official capacity while the person was

holding an elective office…”
Someone who is willing to commit election fraud 

should not be serving as a public official. The residents of 
the Village need to call for her resignation!

Tracy Quinlan, Village of Sand Lake

National comedian and magician Andy Gross 
coming to the Kent Theatre Dec. 18

Christmas jokes
One Christmas, Joe and Peter built a skating rink in the 

middle of a field. A shepherd leading his flock decided to 
take a shortcut across the rink. The sheep, however, were 
afraid of the ice and wouldn’t cross it. Desperate, the 
shepherd began tugging them to the other side. 

“Look at that,” remarked Peter to Joe. “That guy is try-
ing to pull the wool over our ice!” 

Q. What do you get if you cross Santa with a detective?
A. Santa Clues!

Q: Why does Santa Claus go down the chimney on 
Christmas Eve?
A: Because it soots him!

Q. What happened when Guy ate the Christmas 
decorations?
A. He came down with tinsel-itis.Above: National comedian and magician Andy Gross 

Right: Local amateur ventriloquist Erika Thomas

Local amateur ventriloquist Erika 
Thomas to open show

Are you looking for a fun, close 
to home event you can do for the 
holidays? Then mark your calen-
dar for December 18! That’s when 
Andy Gross—a nationally known 
comedian, magician, ventriloquist 
and internet sensation—will be 
live on stage, for one night only, 
at the historic Kent Theatre in 

downtown Cedar Springs. 
Show is at 7 p.m. and will 
be opened by local amateur 
ventriloquist Erika Thom-
as.

Andy Gross is one of the 
hottest stand-up comics, 
magicians and ventrilo-
quists working today, as 
evidenced by his sold out 
shows and devoted fol-
lowing. His videos have 
over 100 million views and 
counting on the internet. He 
performs over 150 shows a 
year at comedy clubs, Las 
Vegas, cruise ships, fortune 
500 corporate events, col-
leges and performing arts 
theaters everywhere.

Andy is a multi-talented 
entertainer that currently 

     COMEDIAN- continues on page 13



It’s that time of year again, when kids 
can’t wait to mail their letters to Santa! To 
help parents out, the Cedar Springs Post 
has set up a special North Pole drop box. 
Every year dozens of kids use our spe-
cial box for express delivery to the North 
Pole, and we make sure Santa reads each 
and every one! So, if you’d like to send 
a letter to Santa, and maybe get it printed 
in the newspaper, just drop off your let-
ter in the bright red box labeled “Santa 
Mail” outside our office at 36 E. Maple 
Street, or mail your letter to: Letters to 
Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

Hurry, all letters must be in Santa’s 
Mail box by Monday, December 20th 
to reach him in time for Christmas.
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We want to give you the opportu-
nity to celebrate your baby’s very 
first Christmas in a special way. 
The Cedar Springs POST 
will be featuring area 
newborns in “Baby’s 
First Christmas,” 
a special feature 
for babies cele-
brating their first 
Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at NO COST 
to our readers, but 
space is limited so 
get your photos in early. 

Baby’s First Baby’s First 
  Christmas   Christmas 20212021

Deadline is Monday, December 20 by 5 p.m. and pictures 
with name and date of birth will appear in the December 
23rd issue. We cannot guarantee return of photos. Show 
the community your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at the Cedar Springs POST 
- 36 E. Maple St., or mailed to Baby’s First Christmas, P.O. 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, or emailed to news@
cedarspringspost.com. Please include baby’s name and 
birth date, as well as, a contact name and phone number.
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Brought Brought 
to you by:to you by:

Letters to Santa Holiday Holiday 
happenings happenings 
around the areaaround the area

Check out some of the fun, family activities going on in 
the area for the holiday season.

CEDAR SPRINGS
Dec 9: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Cedar Springs Christmas Car-

riage Rides and 5pm to 7pm Downtown Cedar Springs 
Shop Hops

Dec. 9, 10: Cedar Springs High School Band and Choir con-
cert in the high school auditorium at 7 p.m. Free admission.

Dec. 11: Kent Theatre Christmas Music Show 3pm top 5pm 
Dec. 12: Kent Theatre Christmas Dance Show 3 pm to 5pm 
Dec. 13: Join us for a Christmas PJ & Pizza dinner at City 

Impact, 288 N. Main Street at 6 p.m.
Dec. 14: Cedar Springs Red Hawk and Middle School 

Choir in the high school auditorium at 7 p.m. Art will also 
be on display from students. Free admission.

ROCKFORD
Dec. 9, 10, 16, 17: Free carriage rides from 5:30 to 8:30 

p.m. at the Rotary pavilion.
Dec. 11: Polar Express event, Christmas tent, Saturday, 

Dec. 11. Ticketed event from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Polar Ex-
press movie at 5 p.m.

Dec. 15: Santa visits, live reindeer, free hot cocoa and 
cookies, from 6 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 15.

Dec. 17: Live nativity at the corner of Bridge and Main 
Streets, Friday, Dec. 17, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Ro-
tary pavilion.

Dec. 18: Christmas Carol Karaoke and Ugly Sweater par-
ty at the Christmas tent, Saturday, Dec. 18, from 7 to 10 
p.m.

SAND LAKE
Dec. 10:  Christmas Bake Sale at Independent Bank in 

Sand Lake 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Homemade treats and Prize Raffle. 
Dec. 11:  Sand Lake Christmas Party and Santa Visit at 

the former VFW Hall 9:30-11:30 a.m. Santa will be there 
with goodie bags. Bring your cameras. Large prize draw-
ing, crafts and cookie decorating, free carriage rides by 
Cottonwood Carriage Co.

Dec. 12: Children’s Christmas program at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church at 9:30 a.m.

Dec. 18: Meet the Sled Dogs at Nelson Township Li-
brary on Saturday, Dec. 18, at 10:30 a.m. Tun-Dra Kennels 
owners will bring a team of sled dogs with their mushing 
equipment and talk about the Iditarod. Families can meet 
the dogs and take pictures with them. Dress warmly and 
don’t forget the camera!

Dec. 31: Countdown to Happy Noon Year! Friday, Dec. 
31, 11:30 a.m. at Nelson Township Library. We’re giving 
kids an exciting way to ring in the new year with a count-
down, noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour that won’t 
keep them up way past their bedtimes.

SPARTA
Now through Jan. 31: Candy Cane Lane lighted path-

way located behinThe d the Sparta Library.
Dec. 11: Christmas at the Library. Saturday, Dec. 11 from 

10 a.m. to noon. Outdoor visit with Santa.
Dec. 21, 22, 23: The Living Nativity at Ballard Church of 

Christ from 6:30-8 p.m.
Santa Visits – new location Sparta Chamber office 194 

E. Division, downtown Sparta.
Dec. 9: 5-7:30 p.m.
Dec. 11: 10 a.m. to noon at the library.
Dec. 16: 5-7:30 p.m. Pets are welcome, too.
Dec. 18: 9-noon with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 21: 5-7 p.m. with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 23: 11-1 p.m.

TYRONE TOWNSHIP
Dec. 31: Countdown to Happy Noon Year! Friday, Dec. 

31, 11:30 a.m. at Nelson Township Library. We’re giving 
kids an exciting way to ring in the new year with a count-
down, noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour that won’t 
keep them up way past their bedtimes.

house ad

Subscription to

PP      STSTTheThe

We have 3, 6, or 12 month 
gift subscriptions!

Call Mary at 616.696.3655 for details



is there concern for the Oregon Christmas tree 
crop? “It was very hot in Oregon this summer,” 
O’Conner says. “Our members there estimate 
about 10 percent of the Oregon trees that would 
have been ready for harvest were affected.”
North Carolina

Trees Harvested: 3,770,154
Tree Acreage: 35,942
Tree Percentage: 28.26%

Acre Percentage: 13.08%
North Carolina is probably not your first 

guess as to which state farms the second most 
Christmas trees in the nation. Unless you’ve 
been to western North Carolina. That’s where 
you’ll find the expansive Blue Ridge Moun-
tains and the smaller Brushy Mountain range. 
These regions flow with cascading moun-
tainsides of evergreen trees. North Carolina 
farms over 3.7 million Christmas trees. That 
figure represents more than 28 percent of all 
trees nationally on more than 13 percent of all 
Christmas tree farm acres.

More than 99 percent of all tree species 
grown in the Tar Heel state are Fraser Firs. 
The sturdy evergreen fills those ranges of far 
western North Carolina. And how does that 
translate into Christmas tree production? The 

National Christmas Tree Association named 
the North Carolina Fraser fir the best Christmas 
tree species. And not just that, a North Carolina 
Fraser Fir was the official White House Christ-
mas tree a record 13 times.

In the extreme northwest corner of North 
Carolina is sparsely-populated Ashe County. 
Ashe ranks No. 1 in the United States for to-
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22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Tis the season...

to purchase 
gift cards!

Your Christmas tree is probably coming from one 
of these 5 states

Tour of lights

There’s nothing like the warm glow of 
Christmas lights this time of year to give 
you a good dose of Christmas cheer! So 
pack up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy 
the decorations your friends and neighbors 
have put up this year. We’re sure you’ll find 
a few other treasures along the way!

We are still taking addresses, so email any 
not on our list to news@cedarspringspost.
com, or post them on our Facebook page.

Cedar Springs
City Christmas tree on W. Maple Street in 

the Heart of Cedar Springs
65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and 

Muskegon Streets
NE corner of Park and Ash St, Cedar 

Springs
19 N. Second Street 

Americans are buying real trees as 
supply chain issues limit the number 
of artificial trees available
By Michael Hochman

 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…tree buying season.
While the first two weekends in December are the busiest live 

Christmas tree buying days by volume, many may have visited 
Christmas tree lots as early as Thanksgiving. Or sooner. Espe-
cially this year.

Christmas trees have been no exception to recent supply chain 

issues affecting nearly every sort of product. 
The good news is that the issues should affect 
live Christmas trees a lot less than artificial 
ones. “Real trees are grown in the U.S. and 
Canada and are not shipped from China like 
artificial trees,” Tim O’Connor, Executive Di-
rector of the National Christmas Tree Associ-
ation, said. “The supply chain issues affecting 
artificial trees do not apply to real trees.”

With supplies of artificial trees limited, many 
Americans will be turning to real trees, maybe 
for the first time. That means more demand for 
the real Tannenbaums. But, despite a year of 
heat and fires out West, increased demand and 
elevated shipping costs, O’Conner said there 
will be plenty of trees to go around. “Every-
one who wants one will be able to get one,” he 
noted. “Some locations may sell out, but there 
will be others nearby that will have trees right 
up to Christmas Day.”
The top Christmas tree 
producing states and 
counties in America

In the United States, growers harvest live 
Christmas trees in all but three states across 
the nation. Of the top 10 Christmas tree-pro-
ducing states, two are in the West, three are in 
the Midwest and five are in the Northeast. But 
which are the nation’s biggest tree harvesting 
states?

We forested the data and decorated the re-
sults based on two primary metrics: trees 
produced and tree production acres. Here are 
the top Christmas tree farming states by total 
harvest.

Oregon
Trees Harvested: 3,909,354
Tree Acreage: 45,132
Tree Percentage: 29.31%
Acre Percentage: 16.42%
It’s no surprise to find Oregon at the top of 

any tree-producing list. After all, Oregon is the 
heart of the Cascadia region, whose flag bears 
a giant Douglas Fir tree. The Pacific Northwest 
and the Cascade mountains are ripe with miles 
and miles of evergreens.

In fact, the Beaver State offers over 10,000 
more acres of Christmas tree forest production 
than any other state. It accounts for nearly 16.5 
percent of all Christmas tree acreage in the na-
tion. The state grows just under four million 
production Christmas trees. That’s a stagger-
ing number that encompasses nearly 30 per-
cent of all farmed Christmas trees in America.

Five counties in Oregon are among the top 
15 Christmas tree-producing counties in the 
country. Clackamas, Marion, Benton and Linn 
counties each farm more than 300,000 Christ-
mas trees. In total, the four counties, all in the 
northwestern part of the state, harvest 3.5 mil-
lion Christmas trees, a quarter of the nation’s 
total.

On its own, Clackamas County ranks sec-
ond of all counties in the United States for 
total Christmas tree production and No. 1 in 
Christmas tree farm acreage. That’s more than 
13 percent of all farmed Christmas trees in the 
nation. With over 1.8 million trees, Clackamas 
County farms more trees than every state ex-
cept North Carolina.

But with recent extreme heat and wildfires, 



tal Christmas production, harvesting nearly 1.9 million trees. 
That represents a full 14 percent of all farmed Christmas trees 
nationwide and covers almost 15,000 acres. That’s pretty good 
for second in the country.

The state’s Ashe, Avery and Alleghany Counties rank as first, 
fourth and sixth highest-producing Christmas tree counties in 
America. Those three “A” counties produce 3.2 million Christ-
mas trees collectively, nearly a quarter of the national total.

Michigan
Trees Harvested: 1,396,799
Tree Acreage: 35,856
Tree Percentage: 10.47%
Acre Percentage: 13.04%
The Upper Peninsula may get all the natural and scenic glory, 

but for tree lovers, the heart of Michigan is the northwestern re-
gion of the Lower Peninsula’s mitt. The stunning forested areas 
around greater Traverse City and Grand Rapids are ripe with 
acres of evergreens.

While some states specialize in one species of evergreen, 
Michigan prides itself in its diversity. The state offers a wide 

variety of pine, fir and spruce alike. All in all, the Great Lake 
State produces almost 10 distinct varieties of Christmas trees, 
including the almost 1.4 million Christmas trees grown in the 
state, more than 10 percent of all trees nationwide.

Three different counties in Northern and Western Michigan 
rank among the nation’s top 20 Christmas tree-producing areas. 
But at the top of them all is Missaukee. Despite a population of 
just 15,000 people, Missaukee County produces over 570,000 
Christmas trees. That ranks as No. 1 in the northern United 
States and fifth in the nation overall. In terms of pure tree acre-
age, it’s the fourth-highest of the 50 states.

In the Wolverine State, it’s not just about crop yield. Michi-
ganders like to give back, as well. Per an agreement 
among farmers, for every Christmas tree harvested, 
they plant three new trees for future harvests.
Pennsylvania

Trees Harvested: 1,010,620
Tree Acreage: 30,544
Tree Percentage: 7.58%
Acre Percentage: 11.11%
With over a million trees harvested, the Keystone 

State lives up to its name, which translates to “Penn’s 
Woods.” Despite its two metropolises on either side 
of the state, the rest of Pennsylvania is vast forest 
and farmland straddling the Appalachians. More 
than 7.5 percent of all Christmas trees are produced 
here in this Sylvania.

As opposed to other states where Christmas tree 
production is in one region, the Tannenbaums in 
Pennsylvania are in diverse areas. The county that 
harvests the most Christmas trees in Pennsylvania is 
York County, on the state’s Southern tier near Har-
risburg and Lancaster. The Anthracite counties of 
Carbon, Columbia and Schuylkill rank 18, 20 and 
24 in the nation for Christmas tree production in a 
region around Scranton.

Out west, closer to Pittsburgh, is Indiana. The 
city is known as the “Christmas Tree Capital of the 
World” for the preponderance of Christmas tree 
farms dotting the region, an oddity so close to a city. 
While Indiana County ranks just fifth on the list of 
Christmas tree-producing counties in Pennsylvania, 
its Christmas bonafide runs deep as the home of the 
introspective George Bailey, portrayed by Jimmy 
Stewart in the classic holiday film “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.”
Wisconsin

Trees Harvested: 627,977
Tree Acreage: 23,090
Tree Percentage: 4.71%
Acre Percentage: 8.40%
The very first reference to a Christmas tree in print 

was in Germany in 1531. It was in Middle Ages 
Germany where most Christmas tree traditions 
originated, including bringing them indoors. That 
Germanic tradition continues in Wisconsin, the state 
with the third-largest number of residents with Ger-
man ancestry (behind only Pennsylvania and Ohio, 
two much larger states).

A traditional Christmas is important to the 
bratwurst-loving populace of Wisconsin. Despite 
being just the 23rd-largest state by area, the Badger 
State is the fifth-biggest Christmas tree-producing 
state. There are nearly 630,000 Christmas trees har-
vested, accounting for almost 5 percent of the na-
tion’s supply. Fir trees are the preferred evergreen 
in Wisconsin. Balsams, Frasers, Concolors and 
Douglases are among the most popular Wisconsin 
varieties.

There are nearly 1,400 Christmas tree farms in 
Wisconsin, with most clustered in the west and cen-
ter of the state. The highest Christmas tree-produc-
ing county by far in the state is Jackson. The Western 
Upland county harvests more than 165,000 Christ-
mas trees, the only county producing over 100,000 
trees. That ranks Jackson as the 14th-highest pro-
ducing county in the nation.
Methodology

Data on acres in production and the number of 
trees produced is from the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 2017 Census and represents 
the latest available. The data were filtered to exclude 
counties with fewer than one acre in production.

From https://www.apartmentguide.com/blog/
states-with-most-christmas-trees/
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popart The Popcorn Board  •  www.popcorn.org

For more simple and tasty popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org

Great gifts don’t have to break the bank. 
Giving a homemade treat or supplying your 

recipient with the � xings to make a scrumptious 
nosh will win hearts and be gentle on your 
checkbook. With little effort your gift can be 
one of the highlights of the season. 

If  you’re heading out to a holiday party, 
bring both a snack and a gift basket � lled with 
the raw ingredients and recipe. Your hostess 
can sample � rsthand the gift you’re giving her 
and helps lighten her load. Providing a guilt-
free snack to graze on will be a welcome and 
healthful alternative to yet another fat laden 
treat. That’s why popcorn is a great option. 

Plain or buttered, sweetened or spiced, 
popcorn can be � avored or even combined with 
other foods like nuts, fruit or cheese to create a 
delicious and nutritious snack. As a whole grain 
food, popcorn is a carbohydrate that is not only 
low in calories, but also a good source of � ber. 
It’s an ideal in-between meals snack because it 
satis� es, but doesn’t spoil your appetite. 

For others on your list, whether you’re 
down to the wire or just beginning holiday 
shopping, simple gift ideas are sure to please. 
You can give a decorative tin � lled with your 
favorite popcorn recipe or a basket � lled with 
the ingredients to make the popcorn treat. 
Add a favorite board game, DVD, movie rental 
passes, or a subscription to an online DVD 
rental service for an extra touch and – voila! 
Who knew holiday shopping could be stress-
free, inexpensive and thoughtful?

Spicy Italian Popcorn
10 cups hot, freshly popped popcorn
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/3 cup grated Parmesan and Romano cheese
1 teaspoon oregano
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1/4 teaspoon garlic salt

• Drizzle olive oil over popcorn in large bowl. 
• Add remaining ingredients; toss well. 

Yield: 10 servings

Quick & Personal

HOLIDAY GIFTS
Perfect Popcorn Popping Tips 

• Warm a heavy pan with lid. 
Add ¼ cup of vegetable oil 
to the pan, or just enough to 
cover the bottom. 

• Drop in two or three kernels 
and cover. When the kernels 
pop, add the remaining 
popcorn. Pour just enough 
kernels to cover the bottom of 
the pan. Cover with lid. 

• Shake the pan while the 
kernels heat and pop. 
Occasionally lift the lid 
slightly to allow steam to 
escape. When you hear the 
last few pops, remove the pan 
from the heat, take off the 
lid and empty the popped 
popcorn into a large bowl.

PB_0801107_Dec07Promo.indd   2 11/29/07   4:09:34 PM

Hometown Hometown   HolidaysHolidays



Limb pruning creates wound openings where beetles can 
gain access to the inner bark. The beetles themselves will 
not cause life-threatening illness to the tree. Woodpeckers 
and various insect predators help control the native beetles. 
The foreign oak wilt fungus that gets on the beetle bodies 
from infected trees gets carried to other trees. Native oaks 
do not have adequate immunity protection for the new for-
eign disease. 

We can help protect trees by not moving oak wood, such 
as firewood, to different areas. That will slow the spread. 
When planting oaks, it is good to plant them in isolation or 
with different tree species. The reason is underground oak 
roots overlap with roots of other oaks and the roots fuse to-
gether allowing sap to flow from tree to tree through a pro-
cess called root grafting. This allows the disease to spread 
from oak-to-oak underground and can kill an entire forest.

Many of us are familiar with the process of grafting 
branches of tasty apple varieties to other apple trees to 
grow choice apples. Several different apple varieties can be 
grown on one tree by grafting. 

When the oak wilt is spread underground by root grafting, 
it is necessary to bulldoze around infected forest stands to 
stop the disease spread by severing root connections. This 
is an expensive process. Preventing infection is the primary 
means that should be used to maintain a healthy forest and 
save tree friends. 

Loss of beautiful community forest stands that supply 
timber, oxygen, animal homes, bird nesting sites, gorgeous 
moths, and beauty is heartbreaking. The dying of a trea-
sured old mature tree in our yard is the loss of a friend. 
Behaving in a manner that protects tree neighbors that share 
our yards and neighborhoods enriches our community and 
lives. House shading by a tree in summer saves air condi-
tioning energy and money.

It is wise to hire an arborist to inject systemic propi-
conazole fungicide in a treasured tree to prevent symptoms 
for up to two years in healthy oaks that are not already in-
fected. Booster shots will be needed. White oak trees with 
early infection can be helped and possibly saved by the 
vaccine injection but red oaks are less likely to recover. 
White oaks have better resistance to the disease than red 
oaks. Unfortunately, the fungicide treatment vaccine does 
not prevent movement of the fungus through oak roots to 
other trees.
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HUNTING/OUTDOORSHUNTING/OUTDOORS
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Oak Wilt 
Prevention

Winter is a time of reprieve from the spread of oak wilt 
pandemic disease until April. In the spring and summer 
simple efforts will slow the spread of the illness. Oak wilt is 
caused by the fungus Ceratocystis fagacearum transferred 
across the ocean. It is spreading through oak forests by dif-
ferent methods and killing whole stands of trees. Things we 
can do to save our “sturdy oak” neighbors is to avoid limb 
pruning from April through July. 

Kirtland’s Warbler To Be Featured on 
Michigan License Plate in 2022

Winter community science 
opportunities in Michigan

Oak wilt fungus, found under the bark of infested trees, can spread 
oak wilt to new locations through firewood movement. 

Temperatures are dropping and 
birdsong has all but disappeared, but 
not all Michigan birds fly south to 
warmer climates. In addition to the 
birds that stay year-round, Michigan 
welcomes many visitors from the 
north in the colder months, making 
winter an exciting time to watch birds.

Snow buntings, horned larks and 
dark-eyed juncos arrive this time of 
year, in addition to snowy owls, great 
gray owls and boreal owls that make their way into the Upper 
Peninsula and northern Lower Peninsula. Winter is also the per-
fect season for waterfowl birding, as hundreds of thousands of 
ducks, geese and swans descend on the Great Lakes.

This winter, you can contribute to science while you’re birding! 
Winter bird counts help scientists better understand winter bird 
movements, assess bird population health and guide meaningful 
conservation action. With bird populations in decline, it is increas-
ingly important that scientists and land managers understand all 
aspects of a bird’s life cycle.

Check out these upcoming community science opportunities 
hosted by MI Birds partners across the state, and find out how to 
get involved:

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count (Dec. 14-Jan. 5): Audubon’s 
Christmas Bird Count is entering its 122nd year. Data submitted 
by volunteers helps scientists identify long-term population trends 
and movements for hundreds of bird species across North Amer-
ica. Visit Audubon’s interactive map to find contact information 
for a CBC coordinator near you.

Climate watch (Jan. 15-Feb. 15): This annual Audubon bird 
count explores how North American birds, like the eastern blue-
bird, are responding to climate change. The results from the survey 
will allow scientists to identify areas of high climatic suitability for 
target species and will inform on-the-ground land management 
decisions to protect birds. Learn how you can volunteer today.

The Great Backyard Bird Count (Feb. 18-21): This four-day 
event coordinated by Audubon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy invites people from all over the world to record their bird ob-
servations for at least 15 minutes, in your own backyard or at pub-

The Kirtland’s Warbler, long a symbol of conservation in Michi-
gan, will be featured on a new Michigan license plate that will help 
raise money for wildlife habitat in the state.

Beginning in January, Michigan drivers will be able to purchase 
the license plate through the Michigan Secretary of State for $35, 
with $25 of that fee designated to the Nongame Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund.

The Michigan DNR chose to celebrate the Kirtland’s Warbler 
species because it was removed from the federal endangered spe-
cies list in October 2019. Through wise stewardship on the part 
of the Michigan DNR, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, plans and partnerships with a network of 
nonprofit organizations and private citizens created a conservation 
coalition that saved this bird from extinction. There are now more 
than 4,000 individuals, and the population is considered healthy.

This warbler nests in young jack pine forests of northern Mich-
igan. Ninety-five percent of the Kirtland’s Warbler population 
nests in five counties in the northern Lower Peninsula. Small pop-
ulations can also be found in the U.P., Wisconsin, and Ontario.

The warbler spends its winters primarily in The Bahamas.
The Kirtland’s Warbler is the perfect symbol for the Nongame 

Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund because even though the bird is no 
longer considered endangered, conservation efforts must continue 
for as far as we can see into the future. Kirtland’s Warblers nest 
on the ground under the overlapping branches of young jack pine 
trees. Historically, the warbler’s breeding habitat was created by 
wildfire sweeping across the landscape, burning mature trees, and 
opening new areas for young trees to grow. But with more humans 
living near jack pine habitat starting in the early 20th century, fires 
became viewed as a threat and were extinguished. With young 
jack pine habitat becoming increasingly rare, the warbler went 
into a long, slow population decline until the 1980s, when humans 
began to harvest large areas of mature forests and replant them 
with young trees.

The Kirtland’s Warbler is just one of the species that benefits 
from management of the jack pine ecosystem. Game species such 
as the white-tailed deer, wild turkey, and snowshoe hare use the 
young jack pine habitat extensively. Jack pine management also 
helps to support the threatened Hill’s thistle (a plant) and the secre-

tive locust (an insect).
“The accomplishment of this species qualifying for removal 

from the endangered species list is a testament to the efficacy and 
power of ecology-driven conservation,” said Michigan Audubon 
Executive Director Heather Good.

Michigan Audubon has contributed to Kirtland’s Warbler con-
servation, collaboration, tours, and management in many ways 
throughout history, which makes this event of relevance to a great 
many volunteers, members, donors, tour guides, and former board 
members who helped make this happen.

Since its inception, the wildlife habitat license plate has raised 
over $3.9 million for Michigan’s Nongame Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund. This is the only designated fund for nongame species 
in our state, which is why your contribution matters, Good shared. 
“It not only puts dollars into an area of natural resources manage-
ment that is greatl unsupported and in need of resources, but it 
also conveys a message on the road and to our legislators about 
non-consumptive wildlife appreciation,” she added.

The Common Loon, another beloved avian species to many, 
was the first species featured on the Michigan’s nongame license 
plate when it became available in 2006. In December 2017, the 
nongame plate featured an elk, purportedly to mark the 2018 cele-
bration of 100 years of elk presence in our state. “I think the bird-
ing community will applaud seeing this change back to an avian 
species on the nongame plate, especially one that has such strong 
Michigan relevance,” said Good.

Michigan Audubon and the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance encour-
age every Michigan driver to purchase the plate and support our 
state’s nongame wildlife work.

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

OCTOBER 2021

Athletes of the Month is brought to you by: 
288 N. Main St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-843-2438
https://cityimpactmi.org

Love. Activated.

Cole Harms—TENNIS
Cole is one of our senior 
captains leading by example.

CITY IMPACT
CEDAR SPRINGS

Owen Drake—TENNIS
Junior--Hard worker. very 
coachable

See more October Athletes in next week’s issue

lic lands near you. All ages and birding 
levels are welcome, and you can par-
ticipate in any or all the four days of 
this international birding event. Learn 
how you can participate.

To learn more about Michigan’s 
birds, visit MI Birds at https://gl.audu-
bon.org/conservation/bird-friend-
ly-communities/mi-birds, your 
one-stop shop for all things birds in 
Michigan.



LET US KNOWLET US KNOW 
so your newspaper subscription 

can move with you!

Call Mary at 616.696.3655 
or email: classifieds@cedarspringspost.com

MOVING?MOVING?

Seuss – 4-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed

Seuss, oh the places 
you’ll go! This sweet, 
handsome boy has a 
gorgeous blue merle 
coat, and striking two-
colored eyes--one 
brown and one blue! 
Seuss has lived with 
other dogs before 
and is great at making 
furry friends. Seuss is 

enjoying living it up in his foster home, but he’s ready 
to find his furever family! We can’t wait to tell Seuss, 
“You’re off to Great Places! Today is your day! Your 
mountain is waiting, So... get on your way!”

Seuss is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. 

Kanga - 2-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair

Meet Kanga! This 
beautiful girl has 
been in our care for 
over 100 days, and 
is hoping to find her 
furever family soon! 
Kanga starts out shy 
at first, and is looking 
for a home where she 
can get a lot of TLC 
and be allowed to 
settle in at her own 
pace. This cutie likes to have a good hiding place to 
snuggle into, and spend her day catnapping. Kanga 
will be so grateful to have a home to call her own--
apply to adopt her today!

Kanga is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org
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36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
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EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

REMEMBER 

Holiday 
Season!

to visit your loved 
ones during this 

FOR SALE: Hospital bed in 
perfect working condition. 
Needs mattress. Pick up 
or delivery. Delivery cost 
depending on location. 
Only $99. For more info 
call (616) 309-3950 and 
leave message or call The 
Post (616) 696-3655 (leave 
message). #tfn

CEDAR SPRINGS downtown. 
1 Bedroom, NO SMOKING OR 
PETS. Call for more details and 
application 616-918-6430. tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb
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Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 
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Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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Like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper

6,955 people like this
7,211 people follow this

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

Regular Board Meeting
December 1, 2021

Synopsis of Minutes
Present: Bartels, Andersen, Brown, Frandsen, 
Hartman, McConnon, and McIntyre. Absent: None
Approved: December 1, 2021 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: November 3, 2021 Regular Board 
Meeting minutes.

Old Business: Bathroom remodel removed from 
agenda till further notice.

New Business: Approved A) $274,781.00 to 
Katerberg VerHage Inc. to build Pickleball Courts; 
B) Plummers bid for Spring and Fall clean up; C) 
Resolution Final Plat Braeside Estate No. 2;  D) 
Hire a part-time Facility Services Employee 

Next meeting: Wednesday, January 5, 2022 @ 7 
PM. Complete minutes available at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours 
and on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: Dec. 9, 2021  Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

Prevention of disease spread is key to maintaining 
healthy oak forest communities. It is best done by using the 
fungicide vaccine, not moving wood, no oak timber cutting 
in summer, and pruning at the correct time of year. 

It is logical to make the connection to other pandemics. 
Individual ash trees can be protected by vaccination from 
the exotic emerald ash borer, thought to have entered North 
America in shipping pallets shipped to Detroit. Pallets are 
now heat treated to kill foreign insects living in the wood. 
The economic damage is billions of dollars annually to hu-
man communities by emerald ash borers. The death of trees 
destroys nature niche habitat for massive numbers of spe-
cies that depend on ash trees. Creation care is a religious 
responsibility for me. 

A logical human pandemic protection is to get vaccinat-
ed to slow the spread of the Covid-19 virus. It can stop a 
process I refer to as legalized manslaughter. People carry-
ing the disease can kill others and carriers will never know 
they killed people. It is known that unvaccinated people are 
likely to get seriously ill and are more likely to die. That is 
a choice, but I hope people protect others from legal man-
slaughter. My weak immune system caused by cancer has 
kept me home for a couple years to avoid getting infected 
by the unprotected. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

NatureNature
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

After an 18-month delay, the “Tomlin UNITED” Tour 
aims to not only bring the church back together but also 
bring faith back to the center of our conversations. Ex-
pected to be an experience unlike any other, the tour offers 
friends, family, and strangers the opportunity to worship to-
gether again after what has been a long season of isolation.

On their collective desire for the tour, Tomlin and Hous-
ton said, “At the heart of it, we want people to leave with 

TomlinTomlin
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6

ComedianComedian
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7
combines stand-up comedy, magic and ventriloquism suc-
cessfully together making him one of the most sought after 
corporate entertainers in the world. Audiences are absolute-
ly unanimous in their praise of this amazing performer. His 
ad-libs during his stand-up are compared frequently to Don 
Rickles and Robin Williams. His voice throwing is amazing 
to hear and must be heard to be believed.

Opening act Erika Thomas is from Stanton, Mich. She’s 
a sophomore at Central Montcalm High School. She’s been 
doing ventriloquism since 2017, and has won several local 
talent shows (Stanton, Greenville, and 2019 Belding Idol). 
She’s a member of the Central Montcalm drama club, act-
ing in plays and musicals, and participates in several other 
school activities as well.

You do not want to miss out on this show!
Tickets are $25.00 each and can be purchased one of 

three ways:
* Go to The Kent Theatre Facebook page and click on 

events to find Andy Gross Live on Stage. Click on it 
and find the paypal link to buy tickets under details. 
Tickets purchased online can be held in Will Call at the 
Kent Theatre or they will mail you a physical ticket.

* You can buy tickets at Perry’s Place, 90 N. Main St.
* You can buy tickets at the box office at the Kent The-

atre, anytime they are showing a movie on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sunday.

If you have any questions, call Len Allington at 231-750-
2337.

Check out videos of Andy Gross by going to andygross-
live on You Tube.

the understanding that there is a greater hope in this world. 
This is a critical moment in time for people to be reminded 
that there is a true and living hope, and that’s Jesus. That is 
what we proclaim with these nights.”

Tomlin and Houston further added, “Our prayer is that 
these nights of worship would be like coming home mo-
ments for people, people who have found themselves far 
from God. That they would experience something that feels 
like an anchor, a real moment where the spirit of God can 
do what only the spirit of God can do in people’s lives.”

For additional information and tickets to experience the 
Tomlin UNITED Tour, please visit www.TomlinUNITED.
com.

and prescription refills. In-person, virtual and e-visits are 
available, too.

COVID-19 testing
For COVID-19 testing options, visit Spectrum Health’s 

COVID-19 Resource Center for locations. https://www.
spectrumhealth.org/covid19/spectrum-health-app-screen-
ing

Emergency care
In cases where emergency care is needed, such as diffi-

culty breathing, chest pain and trauma, individuals should 
continue to access Spectrum Health emergency depart-
ments or call 911.

raigned on three felonies: accosting a minor for immoral 
purposes; Computer used in the commission of a felony; 
and Resist/Obstruct/Assault Police. He remains in custody 
in the Mecosta County Jail on a $125,000 Bond.

Austin James Donley, 27 of Big Rapids, was arraigned 
on five felonies: accosting a minor for immoral purposes; 
computer used in the commission of a felony; resist/Ob-
struct/Assault Police; Felony Firearms Count 1; and Felony 
Firearms Count 2. His bond was set at $150,000. He is no 
longer in custody.

All three suspects remain innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

StingSting
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3



In Michigan, over 
2.7 million adults have 
prediabetes and most of 
them don’t know they 
have it. Prediabetes is a 
condition where blood 
sugar levels are higher 
than normal, but not 
high enough to be di-
agnosed as diabetes. At 
this point, type 2 dia-
betes can be prevented. 
But, if not taken care 
of, it can progress to 
type 2 diabetes, which 
is irreversible. Many 
are unaware of predi-
abetes because there 
are often no symptoms. 
The National Kidney 
Foundation of Michi-
gan (NKFM) reminds 
all adults to be screened 
for prediabetes, and en-
courages them to take 
action to prevent type 2 
diabetes.

Diabetes is a large 
and growing problem 
in the U.S. By the time 
of diagnosis, diabetes 
complications may al-
ready be present, in-
cluding reduced kidney 
function, cardiovascu-
lar disease and vision 
problems. 

“The NKFM is a leader in diabetes 
prevention because diabetes is the lead-
ing cause of kidney failure in the U.S.,” 
states NKFM President and CEO Linda 
Smith-Wheelock. “With our programs on-
line, we can reach more people throughout 
Michigan.”

If you are diagnosed with or concerned 
that you might have prediabetes, you can 
join the Diabetes Prevention Program from 
home or wherever you have access to the 
internet. You will learn to prevent diabetes 
as part of a small, supportive group led by 
a lifestyle coach. Participants learn how to 
eat healthier, add physical activity to their 
routine, manage stress, stay motivated and 
solve problems that can get in the way of 
healthy changes. There is an upcoming no-
cost information session on 

Wednesday, December 15 - 12:00 p.m. 
To register or for more information, visit 
ReadySetPrevent.org, email preventdiabe-
tes@nkfm.org, or call 616-458-9520.

To find out if you have prediabetes or if 
you are at risk for it, you can:

• Take the risk test at ReadySetPrevent.
org.

• Call the National Kidney Foundation 

of Michigan at 616-458-9520.
•  Ask your doctor to tell you if you are at 

risk for diabetes. If you do not have a 
doctor because you do not have health 
care coverage, you can apply now for 
coverage, including Medicaid. The 
Michigan Health Insurance Market-
place Open Enrollment period has 
started and goes through January 15, 
2022. Free, local enrollment help is 
available at LocalHelp.Healthcare.gov 
or by calling 800-318-2596.

The NKFM also has resources for people 
with diagnosed diabetes. The Diabetes Im-
provement Program (DIP) helps adults with 
type 2 diabetes manage their health as part 
of a likeminded group led by a certified life-
style coach. While meeting online regularly 
for a year, participants take the following 
steps:

-tracking food intake
-becoming more active
-losing a moderate amount of weight
-managing stress
DIP is covered by various funders and 

insurers. For more information, call 616-
458-9520.

For information on other programs that 
the NKFM offers online, visit nkfm.org/
distancelearning.

HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS
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Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown Cedar Springs.  He 
has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and Health insurance and has helped 
hundreds of people get coverage.

Medicare open enrollment was October 15th thru December 7th.  Enrollment is now 
closed, but there is STILL an opportunity to make a change for 2022.  If you have Medicaid 
and Medicare you should contact me.  There are significant benefits available to you.  Also 
if you have Priority Health for Medicare,  contact me.  
For those of you under 65 that need Health Insurance, there is still time to see your options 
and select a plan.  We can help you find the best plans available.  There are 
large amounts of government subsidy that may be available to you.

Christopher Conflitti
Four Seasons Insurance and Financial Agency

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool. 
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Why does is work?
• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas
Who can benefit? 
People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.

Select Care Physical Therapy
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)

7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329

All insurances are welcome, flexible 
payment plans for co-payments, 

deductible, private pay, etc.

We are 
OPEN 5 DAYS 

a week

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

www.selectcarePT.com
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. 

open later to accommodate late appointments.

Diabetes awareness 
The National Kidney Foundation of Michigan 
offers online programs to prevent and manage this 
prevalent disease

MDHHS and DIFS urge residents 
to get vaccinated against the flu
State reaches over halfway point of goal in vaccinating 
4 million Michiganders

L A N S I N G , 
Mich. – The 
Michigan De-
partment of 
Health and Hu-
man Services 
(MDHHS) and 
the Department 
of Insurance and 
Financial Ser-
vices (DIFS) 
are reminding 
M i c h i g a n d e r s 
to get their flu 
vaccine as soon 
as possible to 
protect them-
selves and their 
communities from flu espe-
cially while continuing to 
battle COVID-19. Flu and 
COVID-19 vaccines can be 
administered at the same 
time.

Flu activity during the 
2020-2021 season was 
very low, likely because of 
COVID-19 prevention mea-
sures–-and it’s important to 
get vaccinated for the flu ev-
ery year. 

As we celebrate this hol-
iday season, health experts 
at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) are particularly con-
cerned about the impact re-
duced immunity could have 
on people who are already 
at higher risk of developing 
serious flu complications, 
including those with certain 
chronic health conditions 
like asthma, heart disease 
and diabetes. Getting the flu 
vaccine reduces the risk of 
serious flu complications.

“Everyone aged 6 months 
and up is recommended to 
receive a flu vaccine and 
getting it does make a dif-
ference—doing your part 
helps keep your friends, 
family and neighbors safe,” 
said Dr. Natasha Bagdasar-
ian, MDHHS chief medi-
cal executive. “There is an 
ample supply of flu vaccine 
available in many conve-
nient locations from prima-
ry care providers to local 
pharmacies. We know these 
vaccines are safe and they 
protect vulnerable Michi-

ganders.”
While it is ideal to get a 

flu vaccine before flu starts 
spreading in your communi-
ty, getting vaccinated later is 
still beneficial during most 
seasons. Flu most common-
ly peaks in February and sig-
nificant activity can contin-
ue into May, so there is still 
time to get vaccinated if you 
haven’t already. This Na-
tional Influenza Vaccination 
Week, which is observed 
Dec. 5-11, go to your doc-
tor or local pharmacy to get 
your flu vaccine, encourage 
your loved ones to get their 
flu vaccine, and learn more 
about the benefits of getting 
vaccinated against flu.

DIFS also reminds Mich-
iganders that flu shots are 
an essential health benefit 
under the Affordable Care 
Act and are covered with no 
out-of-pocket costs by most 
health plans in Michigan. 
Consumers with questions 
about their coverage should 
contact their insurance com-
pany, and if they cannot get 
the information they need or 
have additional questions, 
contact DIFS for assistance 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday at 877-999-
6442 or Michigan.gov/
HealthInsurance.

“Annual flu shots are a 
crucial part of protecting 
not only your health but the 
health of those around you, 
and DIFS is dedicated to 
ensuring that cost and cov-
erage are not obstacles to 

Michiganders 
getting vac-
cinated,” said 
DIFS Director 
Anita Fox. “Ac-
cess to health 
insurance and 
health care ser-
vices like vacci-
nations are vital 
to our state’s 
health, and our 
consumer ser-
vice representa-
tives are ready 
to respond to 
insurance cov-
erage questions 

and concerns.”
An increase of influenza 

A (H3N2) viruses has been 
detected in recent weeks, as 
well as influenza outbreaks 
in colleges and universities 
in several states. Influenza 
vaccination coverage is still 
low and there is still time 
this season to benefit from 
getting an annual influenza 
vaccine.

Last flu season, approxi-
mately 3.5 million people in 
Michigan received a flu vac-
cine as reported to the Mich-
igan Care Improvement 
Registry. The state has set a 
goal of vaccinating a total of 
4 million Michiganders for 
the 2021-2022 flu season.

Flu viruses are constantly 
changing, and multiple flu 
viruses can circulate at the 
same time during any given 
flu season. Because of this, 
flu vaccines are reviewed 
each year and updated as 
needed. In fact, two of the 
components included in this 
year’s vaccine were updat-
ed from last year to better 
match flu viruses that are ex-
pected to spread in the U.S. 
this season. 

Flu vaccines are widely 
available now at local health 
departments, physician of-
fices and pharmacies around 
the state. Find a location 
near you using the Vaccine 
Finder. Visit Michigan.gov/
flu for more information or 
visit IVaccinate.org to find 
answers to your vaccine 
questions. 

FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re advertiser supported!
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Don’t want to leave 
the house to pick up a 

POST?
YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering: 3, 6, or 12 
month subscriptions

Check one, fill out form below, and send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Or drop off in our dropbox outside the POST at 36 E. Maple St. 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST

3 month 
subscription $15 6 month 

subscription $25 1 year 
subscription $40

SHOP LOCAL 
SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”

Help support
Your LOCAL 
Newspaper!
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Right: All aboard the Polar 
Express. Courtesy photo.

The Library was over-
joyed with children’s laugh-
ter and the sound of jingle 
bells symbolizing from the 
Polar Express, “The bell 
still rings for all who truly 
believe.”

This event was made pos-
sible with the help of gener-
ous local sponsors.

adoption.”
The 17th Circuit Court’s Family Division finalizes an av-

erage of 300 adoptions each year, with the largest number in 
a single day typically slated for the Annual Adoption Days. 
Statewide, 2,161 adoptions were finalized in 2019. Of this 
number, 8% of the adoptions were youth between the ages 
of 13 to 17.

This year, the Family Division judges had added reason 
to celebrate as nine teenagers officially joined their adop-
tive families. Among those adopted were a 15-year-old boy 
(Pierce) who has spent the last seven years in foster care, 
with 10 different foster home placements; and a 15-year-old 
girl (Marissa) who has spent more than seven years in foster 
care, with 13 different placements.

“The tragic truth is, teen adoptions are rare,” said 17th Cir-
cuit Family Division Judge Patricia Gardner. “Like Pierce 
and Marissa, far too many kids spend years moving from one 
foster home to another with no sense of permanency. Many 
age out of the foster care system before they’re adopted. We 
are so happy for Pierce and Marissa and for their families. 
Theirs is a story of deep love, commitment and renewal – as 
are the stories of every single adoptive family.”

Check our our e-Edition @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/e-newspaper-2/
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We have both 
Light duty & 

Heavy Duty NEW 
Silverado trucks 

inbound

*No hidden fees or charges. Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some residency or other 
restrictions may apply; see us for complete details. We have made every effort to assure accuracy and reserve the right to cor-
rect and/ or amend any errors. All payments are with Qualified Credit. All payments are for 84 months at 3.84% a.p.r. Tax & Plate 
Fees are NOT included in payments. Thank for you shopping at Sparta Chevy.

www.spartachevy.com
(616) 887-1791

Corner of M-37 and Sparta Avenue
Just Minutes from Rockford

Check out 
these specials     
                 here!

Mon. & Wed. 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
• Tues. , Thurs., & Fri. 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Stop by and put your 
name on one Today!

2019 CHEVY SILVERADO LT 4X4
5.3L V-8, Trailer Tow Pkg. Remote Start, 43,552 Miles.

SALE $36,900

# SP6205

2019 CHEVY TRAVERSE 
All Wheel Drive Heated Seats, Power Liftgate.

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX
All Wheel Drive, Heated Seats, Power Liftgate.

SALE $37,900 SALE $27,900

# 21T568A # 21C003A

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X2 
WORK TRUCK
5.3L V-8, 125,391 Miles.

SALE $16,900

# 21T475A

2019 NISSAN ARMADA SL
All Wheel Drive, 5.6L V-8, Navigation, Heated Leather, 
Moonroof.

SALE $41,900

#SP6202A

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X4
All Star Edition, Bluetooth, 55,523 Miles.

SALE $34,900

# SP6244

2018 TOYOTA CAMRY XSE
Sunroof, Navigation, Heated Leather.

SALE $29,900

#21T5174A
2019 CHEVY COLORADO Z71 4X4 
CREW CAB
Heated Seats, V-6, Trailer Tow Pkg. 48,252 Miles .

SALE $35,900

# SP6243

2020 CHEVY SILVERADO LTZ 2500 
H.D. Z71 4X4 CREW CAB
Duramax Turbo Diesel, Heat & Cool Leather, Only 3,461 Miles!

SALE $74,900

#SP6236

$410
Mo.

$506
Mo.

$519
Mo.

$383
Mo.

$492
Mo.


