
Would you 
like to do 
something spe-
cial for fam-
ilies in need 
this Christ-
mas? You can 
partner with us 
to provide toys 
for children in 
Kent County. 
The Post is 
participating 
in the Toys 
for Tots pro-
gram again 
this holiday 
season, as a drop 
off site for toys. 

Toys for Tots is a volunteer organization whose goal 
is to collect new, unwrapped toys for kids 0-16, and 
distribute them to children who would not otherwise re-
ceive a gift during the holiday season. Toys for teens and 
tweens are always especially needed.

“For more than a decade, we’ve been helping Toys for 
Tots collect toys for children who might not otherwise 
get one,” said Post editor Judy Reed. “We are humbled 
and grateful at the community’s response to helping oth-
ers in need, and hope everyone will consider giving to 
this program, which helps less fortunate children have a 
merrier Christmas.”

The program runs now through December 9. Just 
bring a new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36 E. Maple 
Street in Cedar Springs, Monday and Thursday, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., and Tuesday and Wednesday from noon to 5 
p.m. If you can’t make those times, call us to make other 
arrangements at 616-696-3655.

Together we can make this Christmas special for many 
children!
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Covid cases rising

Letters to Santa Santa Claus is coming to town
By Judy Reed

Covid cases are rising to the highest 
peak since the pandemic, hospitals are the 
fullest they have been since it started, and 
schools are closing this week due to staff 
shortages and illness.

“The increases in case counts, percent 
positivity and hospitalizations have us 
very concerned,” said Elizabeth Hertel, 
MDHHS director. “We are issuing the 
face mask advisory and are looking to 
Michiganders to do their part to help pro-
tect their friends, their families and their 
communities by wearing a mask in indoor 
settings and 
getting vac-
cinated for 
C O V I D - 1 9 
and flu as 
soon as pos-
sible if they 
have not al-
ready done 
so.”

Kent Coun-
ty is one of 
the hotspots 
for the virus. 
A c c o r d i n g 
to a news 
release issued Tuesday, the current test 
positivity rate is 22.8 percent, the 7-day 
average for new cases is 645, and local 
hospitals and ICUs are operating at ex-
tremely high capacity.

“This is a crisis for all of us who live 
and work in Kent County,” said Dr. Adam 
London, KCHD Director. “The capac-
ity for hospitals to provide care, which 
is exasperated by staffing shortages, is 
at a tipping point. We should all expect 
increased wait times for emergency, ur-
gent, and primary care as well as delays 
in ambulance transfers and some surgical 
procedures until we control the spread of 
COVID-19 in the community.”

As a result of increasing numbers of pa-
tients admitted with COVID-19 and hos-
pitals at or near capacity throughout West 
Michigan, Spectrum Health is revising its 
visitor policies to reduce the number of 
people in its Grand Rapids and regional 
hospitals and outpatient care sites. 

“Spectrum Health is happy to welcome 
visitors who want to be with their loved 
ones,” said Chad Tuttle, senior vice pres-
ident, hospital and post-acute operations, 
Spectrum Health West Michigan. “Like 
hospitals across West Michigan, Spec-

trum Health 
is experienc-
ing high de-
mand for our 
services and 
our hospitals 
are very full. 
While our 
teams focus 
on care, visi-
tors can help 
their loved 
ones feel more 
comfortable 
during their 
stay and keep 

everyone healthy and safe by following 
our updated visitor guidelines.”

Effective Tuesday, Nov. 23, patients are 
allowed only one adult visitor in the fol-
lowing areas: All inpatient rooms, emer-
gency departments, urgent care, walk-in 
clinics, surgery, radiology and lab loca-
tions, as well as labor and delivery. Adult 
COVID-19-patients are allowed only one 
adult visitor, who must be the same per-
son throughout the patient’s stay and must 
follow personal protective equipment 
guidelines.

Spectrum Heath pediatric patients may 
have two adult visitors in the emergency 

I t ’ s 
that time 
of year 
again, when kids 
can’t wait to mail their let-
ters to Santa! To help par-
ents out, the Cedar Springs 
Post will have a special 
North Pole drop box. Ev-
ery year dozens of kids use 
our special box for express 
delivery to the North Pole, 
and we make sure Santa 
reads each and every one! 
So, if you’d like to send a 
letter to Santa, and maybe 
get it printed in the news-
paper, just drop off your 

letter, in 
the bright 

red box la-
beled “Santa Mail” 

outside our office at 36 E. 
Maple Street. It’s a fun 
memory for you and your 
child and a great photo op-
portunity! Or, mail your let-
ter to: Letters to Santa, c/o 
the Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. If you do take a 
photo of your child mailing 
a letter, you can post it to 
our facebook page or email 
it to news@cedarsprings-
post.com.

Are you ready for some 
holiday cheer? With 
Thanksgiving this week 
Thursday, that means the 
holiday season will be in 
full swing! Sana Claus will 
be making appearances in 
the surrounding areas, and 
nearby cities and villages 
will hosting  their annual 
festivities, including tree 

lightings, parades, carriage 
rides and more! 

Cedar Springs will be 
holding their annual Mingle 
with Kris Kringle next Sat-
urday, December 4, along 
with other events in Decem-
ber. Turn to pages 7-10 for 
more information on that 
and a list of holiday events 
in the surrounding areas.

Check your skin

HEALTHHEALTH - - page 15 page 15



ible team at Community 
Food Club to be a catalyst 
for greater health in West 
Michigan.”

Founded in 2015, Com-
munity Food Club, located 
at 1100 South Division Ave. 
in Grand Rapids, focuses 
on providing and expand-
ing access to healthy food 
for people in Kent County. 
Serving families at or below 
the 200% poverty level, the 
club operates on a member-
ship model with a sliding 
scale pricing structure. For 
$11-15 a month, members 
get an allotment of points 
they can use. As an incen-
tive for patrons to choose 
fresh options over shelf-sta-
ble food, produce is avail-
able for the lowest number 
of points.

“From our initial con-
versations with Plainsong 
Farm, it was clear there was 
a strong synergy in our mis-
sions and vision for food 
equity in our community,” 
said AJ Fossel, executive 
director of Community 
Food Club. “We are all 
about dignity and choice, 
which often depends on 
our partners. Plainsong will 
allow us to work on a new 
level to be intentional with 
people who, for so long, 
haven’t had a voice in their 
food choices.” 

Plainsong Farm previ-
ously offered its produce to 
the public through a com-
munity-supported agricul-
ture, or CSA, program, but 
it was discontinued so the 

BISSELL Pet Foundation 
is bringing hope to home-
less pets across the country 
this holiday season with its 
“Empty the Shelters – Hol-
iday Hope” event December 
6 – 20, 2021. Participating 
shelters across the country 
will reduce adoption fees to 
help pets find their adoptive 
families.

BISSELL Pet Foundation 
is hosting its “Empty the 
Shelters – Holiday Hope” 
adoption event, an effort that 
has helped more than 67,758 
pets find homes in shelters 
throughout the country. 
During each nationwide event, BISSELL Pet Foundation 
sponsors reduced adoption fees for $25 or less. The “Empty 
the Shelters – Holiday Hope” event will be hosted in more 
than 220 shelters in 40 states and Canada.

Two hundred-plus shelters across 40 states and Canada 
are participating. But not every shelter is participating for 
the full event. Potential adopters are encouraged to visit the 
“Empty the Shelters” website to find the nearest participat-
ing shelter and confirm their adoption day details. 

Go here for an interactive map: www.bissellpetfounda-
tion.org/empty-the-shelters/

“Shelters are overcrowded and in desperate need of sup-
port due to slowed adoption rates and increased length of 
stay for pets,” said Cathy Bissell, Founder of BISSELL Pet 
Foundation. “With so many people seeking to add pets to 
their family around this time of year, our ‘Empty the Shel-
ters – Holiday Hope’ event is the perfect opportunity to 
make a difference in your community by saving a life and 
creating space to give another homeless pet a chance.”

Although pets can feel like a gift in terms of the joy they 
bring to life, BPF reminds prospective pet parents that 
adopting a pet during the holidays is a long-term commit-
ment.

Visit www.BISSELLPetFoundation.org/Empty-The-Shelters 
for more information.

Pets in West Michigan participating include:
Al-Van Humane Society
Crash’s Landing
Faithful to Felines
Harbor Humane
Heaven Can Wait Animal Haven
Humane Society and Animal Rescue of Muskegon County
Humane Society of West Michigan
Kent County Animal Shelter
SPCA of Southwest Michigan
Unleashed Love Pet Rescue
Van Buren County Animal Control
Wishbone Pet Rescue Alliance
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Y O U R  L A N D  A N D  C R U I S E  E X P E R T S

LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

“Empty the Shelters” Holiday 
Hope event

Plainsong Farm partners with Community 
Food Club
To expand access to fresh produce

The Post travels to 
Ireland

The Post recently traveled to the Republic of Ireland with 
Steve and Judy Reed, of Cedar Springs. The Reeds went on 
an escorted tour of the country in early November, where 
they visited several cities and many historic sites. Some of 
their favorites were the castles in Kilkenny and Blarney, 
and Bunratty Castle with the historic homes there; the Ring 
of Kerry with its beautiful mountains and landscapes; and 
the Cliffs of Mohr. They liked learning about the history 
and culture of the people of Ireland, and liked the Irish folk 
songs, dancing and delicious food.

Are you going on vacation? Be sure to take along a 
printed edition of the Post and get someone to snap a 
photo of you or your family with it. Send it to us along 
with some info about your trip (where you went, who 
went along, what you saw) and send the photo and info 
to news@cedarspringspost.com. We will print as space 
allows. If you forget the Post, please do not photoshop it 
into the photo. Just take it with you next time!

Plainsong Farm is bring-
ing fresh produce to people 
coping with poverty in Kent 
County by teaming up with 
the Community Food Club.

Beginning in spring of 
2022, the new partnership 
will allow patrons utiliz-
ing nonprofit grocery store 
Community Food Club 
to select from a variety of 

organically grown vegeta-
bles harvested at Plainsong 
Farm. Crop selections are 
being purposefully chosen 
to be familiar and easy-to-
use for the patrons of Com-
munity Food Club.

“Plainsong Farm has 
grown and distributed fresh 
produce through food pan-
try partners as long as our 

organization has existed,” 
said Nurya Love Parish, 
executive director of Plain-
song Farm. “During, the 
pandemic, we saw how 
essential food access was 
to health equity, and we 
committed to increase our 
work in this area. Our new 
partnership with the Com-
munity Food Club helps us 
achieve that goal.

“We’re filled with hope 
and excitement as we 
work alongside the incred-



area that houses our ultra-
sound machine. Father Lam 
Le from St. John Paul II 
blessed the ultrasound ma-
chine and led a dedication 
ceremony. The Knights of 
Columbus were represent-
ed both at the local level by 
Leonard Kogut and at the 
state level by Ed Strach, the 
State Culture of Life Direc-
tor.

We are looking forward 
to providing an answer to 
the life changing question 
women are confronted with, 
“Am I really pregnant?” 
with the use of our newest 
service of limited obstetric 
ultrasounds. We hope to be 
able to begin providing this 

Kent County receives two refugee 
resettlement grants
Funding will provide critical services 
to Afghan refugees
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Alpha Family Center dedicates new ultrasound machine
Announces name change to Alpha 
Pregnancy Center

First influenza A outbreak in state 
serves as reminder to get flu vaccine
Michiganders asked to take steps to prevent influenza and COVID-19

LANSING, Mich. – The 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) is asking Mich-
iganders to get their flu and 
COVID-19 vaccinations, 
wear masks in indoor set-
tings, social distance when 
possible and stay home when 
they are ill to prevent addi-
tional outbreaks of the flu and 
COVID-19.

“As we head into respirato-
ry virus season, it is import-
ant to take every mitigation 
measure we can to prevent 
outbreaks of the flu, RSV and 
COVID-19,” said Dr. Natasha 
Bagdasarian, chief medical 
executive. “Wearing masks, 
washing hands, social distanc-
ing and getting vaccinated for 
the flu and COVID-19 will 
help prevent the spread of ill-
ness. COVID-19 vaccines and 
flu vaccines can be adminis-
tered at the same time, and we 
encourage all eligible Michi-

ganders to get theirs as soon as 
possible.”

A recent outbreak involving 
more than 525 cases of influ-
enza A (H3N2) among Uni-
versity of Michigan students 
is currently being investigat-
ed by public health officials. 
This outbreak comes at a time 
when COVID-19 infections 
are again surging in Michi-
gan, with case rates, positiv-
ity rates, hospitalizations and 
deaths all increasing. State and 
local public health officials are 
concerned with the potential 
for increased strain on health 
systems if COVID-19 and 
influenza cases surge at the 
same time this winter.

Data from MDHHS’s flu 
vaccine dashboard show that 
influenza vaccine administra-
tions are down versus previ-
ous seasons. As of Nov. 6, a 
little over 2 million doses of 
flu vaccine have been admin-
istered, about a 26% decrease 

from this time last year. Last 
flu season, approximately 3.5 
million people in Michigan re-
ceived a flu vaccine as report-
ed to the Michigan Care Im-
provement Registry. The state 
has set a goal of vaccinating 4 
million Michiganders for the 
2021-2022 flu season.

Despite its comparison to 
the common cold, the flu is a 
very serious and potentially 
deadly disease, especially for 
children, older people and 
people with chronic health 
conditions. During a typical 
flu season like the 2019-2020 
flu season, the nation record-
ed 39 to 56 million estimated 
cases of the flu, 18 to 26 mil-
lion medical visits due to the 
flu and nearly half a million 
flu hospitalizations. The flu 
vaccine is the best way to re-
duce risk from the seasonal flu 
and its potential serious com-
plications. Each year flu vac-
cination reduces the burden 

of influenza significantly in 
the United States preventing 
millions of illnesses and thou-
sands of hospitalizations and 
deaths. The 2020-2021 flu sea-
son was unique in many ways, 
resulting in historically low flu 
activity for the entire season. 
Public health professionals 
indicate that community miti-
gation measures related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic such as 
masking and social distanc-
ing and influenza vaccination 
could have contributed to the 
below average amount of in-
fluenza cases last season. Both 
COVID-19 and flu vaccines 
are available now at local 
health departments, physician 
offices and pharmacies around 
the state. Visit Vaccine Finder 
to find a location near you. 
To learn more about influen-
za, visit Michigan.gov/flu. 
For more information about 
COVID-19, visit Michigan.
gov/coronavirus.

Alpha celebrates the new ultrasound with a ribbon cutting.

From Alpha Family Center

Alpha Family Center is 
truly thankful for many 
things this year. First and 
foremost, we are thankful 
that we are able to serve 
the local communities with 
the truth and love of Jesus 
Christ. We are blessed by 
the generous support from 
local churches, businesses 
and individuals that allow 
us to serve families and 
individuals faced with an 
unexpected pregnancy with 
resources and encourage-
ment. 

On Saturday, October 23, 
we held a dedication cere-
mony for our new medical 

The new ultrasound machine at Alpha.

At its November 18 meeting, the Kent County Board of Commis-
sioners approved two grants to meet the health and nutritional needs 
of newly arriving Afghan refugees.

• $333,000 Refugee Resettlement Food As-
sistant Grant from the Michigan Department of 
Health & Human Services which will be managed 
by Kent County Community Action (KCCA)

• $180,000 Refugee Screening Grant from the 
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity which will be administered by the 
Kent County Health Department (KCHD)

“I am glad that KCCA can help during this time 
of need,” said KCCA Program Manager Rachel 
Kunnath. “I cannot imagine what these families 
have been through over the past few months, and 
it is my hope that these meals are a little taste of 

Afghan refugee Meals

Afghan refugee supplies



offer to the Lord: 
12 If you are offer-
ing it for thanks-
giving, you must 
offer the following 
with the commu-
nal sacrifice of 
thanksgiving: un-
leavened flatbread 
mixed with oil, 
unleavened thin 
loaves spread with 
oil, and flatbread 
of choice flour 
thoroughly mixed 
with oil.”

One of the 
first mentions of 
Thanksgiving in 
the bible occurs in 
Leviticus 7. It is a 
description of an 
offering of thanks-
giving, which is 
a part of a larger 
offering of peace. As part of the 
peace offering, this tells us that giv-
ing thanks is a part of finding God’s 
peace. Without thankfulness, there 
is no peace. If you truly want a heart 
of peace, you must have a heart of 
thankfulness. You must be thankful 
in all things. The offering was a dif-
ferent kind of offering in that it was 
to be several different things, un-
leavened cakes, bread, small cakes, 
even leavened breads, and cakes. In 
the bible, leavening represented bad 
things. So why would God include 
cakes of leavened bread in the peace 
offering? Because as Paul told us 
several times, we must be thankful 
in all things. Even the bad stuff. As 
C. S. Lewis said, “how can we learn 
to depend on God if the need never 
arises?” Even in the bad times, we 
are blessed to truly feel God’s pres-
ence and know His love for us.

The offering was also a heave of-
fering, which means that it was lift-
ed towards heaven as a direct offer-
ing to God. Paul tells us that thanks 

are pleasing to God and that just 
like the prophet Samuel said our 
offerings of thanks never touched 
the ground, our offerings of thanks 
go as the Jewish proverb says “from 
our lips to God’s ear.”

Another interesting thing about 
this offering is that it is to be eaten. 
Other offerings were burned com-
pletely as a total gift to God but this 
one was to be eaten and not only 
that but it was to be eaten as a com-
munity. The priests and the people 
were to share in the meal together. 
It is sort of like God reminding us 
that we are all one family of God. 
What’s more is that the offering was 
to be completely eaten on that day. 
It’s not that God isn’t fond of left-
overs! Instead, this reminds us that 
each new day is a new opportunity 
for thankfulness. A thankful heart 
yesterday doesn’t cut it. We must 
be thankful each and every day for 
the things that God blesses us with 
that day. 

One final observation is that part 
of the offering was to be mingled 
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Sand Lake United Methodist Church
65 W Maple St, Sand Lake | (616) 636-5673

South Ensley United Methodist Church
13600 Cypress Ave., Sand Lake | (616) 636-5659

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Formerly Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

DARCEY D. 
RAYMOND SR.

Darcey D. Raymond 
Sr. age 77 of Cedar 
Springs, ran to 
Jesus’s open arms on 
Tuesday, November 
23, 2021 at his home. 
Darcey was born 
August 19, 1944 
in Cadillac, MI the 
son of Farrand and 
Wanda (Ryan) Raymond Sr. Surviving are 
his fiancé and special friend, Anna Truman; 
children, Darla (Ricki) Myers, Cleo 
Shanendoah Beck (Billy), Julia Morgan; 
step-children, John (Monica) Benton; 
grandchildren, Cory, Courtney, Cricket, 
Cassandra, Michael Steven Thompson, 
Jacob, Braiden and Ricky; sisters, Patricia 
Asplund, Suzanne Raymond; special 
friends, Shane from Daily Deals, Marv 
Deur from The Shack and Tom Deckers. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; wife, 
Sandra; sons, Darcey Jr. and Jesus Dale; 
brother, Farrand Raymond III. Dad, you are 
a loving, caring man, full of life, joy and 
faith. You will be very much missed and 
you will be loved very much and missed 
so dearly. We have pictured our Lord 
embracing you with open arms at heaven’s 
gate. Love you Father. The family will 
greet friends Friday, December 3 from 2:00 
p.m. until time of service at 3:00 p.m. at 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Tom Deckers speaking. Interment 
Solon Township Cemetery.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Pastor Darryl Miller
SOUTH ENSLEY UNITED METHODIST/

SAND LAKE UNITED METHODIST

WHERE THANKSGIVING 
COMES FROM

Leviticus 7:11-
12 11: “This is the 
Instruction for the 
communal sacri-
fice of well-being 
that someone may 

with the blood of the sacrifice. The bottom 
line is that peace and thanksgiving are pos-
sible only with sacrifice. We can truly be 
thankful and at peace because of the blood 
shed by Jesus on the cross. We are forgiven 
and that is the only thing that brings true 
peace and thankfulness. Our hearts can be 
at peace and full of thanks because our sins 
have been washed away in the blood of 
Christ and we have been given the promise 
of everlasting life with God. 

I know that in this time of uncertainty we 
have not been able to gather as we would 
like for holidays, but remember, as the 
body of Christ, we are always together in 
the Spirit. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.



new service no later than the first of Jan-
uary, 2022. A positive pregnancy test can 
verify that a woman is pregnant. But an ul-
trasound image can confirm a viable intra-
uterine pregnancy. By providing an answer 
to this one question women are empowered 
to make a medically informed decision. The 
use of ultrasound also serves as a means of 
creating a bond between mother and child 
at the earliest stages of life. 

Part of going medical is training RNs to 
perform ultrasound scans. That training in-
cludes the use of volunteer models that are 
pregnant in their first to second trimester. 
We currently have one RN we need to train. 
We hope to begin training after the first of 
the new year. We are also seeking more 
volunteers who are medically qualified to 
perform pregnancy tests and limited O.B. 
ultrasounds once a week for 3 hours during 
our business hours. If you are interested in 
helping us with either of these needs, please 
call the center at 616. 696.HELP (4357) for 
more information.

Along with our new medical service, we 
are excited to announce our new name, Al-
pha Pregnancy Center, which better reflects 
the new services. “What’s in a Name?” In 
this case it may be the difference between 
life or death of an innocent human life. We 
need to be approachable to women when 
they are seeking an answer to their question 
“Am I really pregnant?”

Some things aren’t changing at Alpha 
Pregnancy Center. We will still provide all 
the same services we have before - advo-
cate support for our clients through educa-
tional and referral support, parenting class-
es, childbirth classes and material items. 
We will continue to provide support studies 
for those who have experienced miscarriag-
es, and one for post abortion healing.
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AlphaAlpha
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

He who cannot forgive 
breaks the bridge over which

he himself must pass.

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

Matthew 6:14

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

•

Every Life Tells A Story...

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

88 EAST DIVISION STREET
SPARTA, MI 49345-1394

Phone 616.887.1761
Fax 616.887.2870

MANAGER/OWNER:
Thomas Cheslek

Brandon Poortenga
Timothy Valk

Timothy Plaisier

www.hesselcheslek.com

BURIALS • CREMATIONS • PRE-ARRANGEMENTSMonuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

NOTICENOTICEPOSTPOST    ScriptsScripts
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters 
of up to 350 words. The subject should 
be relevant to local readers, and the ed-
itor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accura-
cy, and liability concerns. All submissions 
MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone num-

ber. We use this information to verify the 
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anon-
ymous letters, or acknowledge letters we 
do not use. Writers are limited to one 
letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, 
Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

VOICES & VOICES & 
VIEWSVIEWS

nonprofit could focus on supporting com-
munity outreach programs. Leaders at the 
organization cite the disturbing impact of 
longstanding health inequities brought for-
ward through the COVID-19 pandemic as 
one of the reasons they sought out a new 
partnership to share their produce with.       

“Typically, access to healthy produce is 
directly related to income,” Love Parish 
said. “The last two years have made that 
even clearer. We very much don’t want that 
to be true. Everyone deserves the option to 
put nourishing food on their table.”

In 2021, Plainsong Farm provided fresh 
produce through partnerships with Grand 
Rapids Community College Student Re-
source Center’s pantry, the Pantry at North 
Kent Connect, the Kent County Health De-
partment and Southeast Market.

Both Plainsong Farm and Community 
Food Club rely on financial and volun-
teer community support to provide nutri-
ent-dense, culturally appropriate food to the 
underserved.

PartnersPartners
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

department, urgent care, surgery and lab. 
Pediatric radiology patients can have one 
adult visitor. 

Pediatric inpatient areas allow two adult 
visitors, who must be the same people 
throughout the patient’s stay. In double oc-
cupancy rooms, a pediatric patient is only 
allowed one parent. Pediatric COVID-19 
patients are allowed two adult visitors, who 
must be the same people throughout the pa-
tient’s stay and must follow personal pro-
tective equipment guidelines.

CovidCovid
...continued from front page...continued from front page

Exceptions can be made at the discretion 
of the care teams involved based on end-
of-life care or special needs. Adults are in-
dividuals ages 18 and older. Children and 
minors will be allowed as visitors only in 
limited circumstances.

Both Kent County and the State of Mich-
igan ask that people get vaccinated against 
both Covid and influenza; get tested if 
you’ve been exposed or are showing symp-
toms; wear a mask during indoor gather-
ings; and take other preventative steps such 
as avoiding large indoor gatherings; prac-
ticing good handwashing; physical distanc-
ing; and covering your coughs and sneezes.

follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

cedarspringspost/
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NOTICENOTICE

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

*PLANNED MOVIE 
TITLES MAY BE 

CHANGED BY THE 
DISTRIBUTOR

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWING

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

Masks required for the unvaccinated. Please 
Social Distance, (Families that live together 

can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY: 6 PM
SATURDAY: 3 PM & 6 PM
SUNDAY: 3 PM

COMING 
SOON: 

DEC. 3, 4, 5

NOVEMBER 26, 27, 28

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

TicketsTickets
ONLYONLY  

$$3.003.00eaea

Rock legends Journey and Toto 
coming to Van Andel Arena
Wednesday, May 4, 2022. Tickets available at AXS.com.

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Nov. 25, Dec. 2: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 
to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. Please note that Thanksgiving Day’s meal will be served 
at 12.30 pm. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this free meal 
that is being shared with us! #tfnb

Advent Concert at CS United Methodist 
Church
Nov. 28: Advent is the time of anticipation of Christ’s birth. 
Please join us as we span this time from Eden to the Manger 
of Bethlehem. Appropriate for young and old. The concert 
will be at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, 140 
S Main Street Cedar Springs MI. Doors open at 3:30 pm and 
the Concert begins at 4:00 pm. Mark this on your calendar for 
Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021. For the protection of our friends face 
masks are required. #46,47

Sand Lake Community Tree Lighting
Nov. 28: Don’t miss the Sand Lake Community Tree Lighting 
and Caroling at Salisbury Park on Sunday, Nov. 28th beginning 
at 6 pm. Southeast corner of the park (5th and Lake St.) Bring 
your bells to help ring in the Season! #47

Craft and Vendor Sale at Resurrection 
Church
Dec. 4: Christmas Craft, Vendor and Library Book Sale at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 180 S. 3rd St. (Northland Drive) 
in Sand Lake will be held on Saturday, December 4th from 9 am 
to 2 pm. #47,48 

Live Indoor Nativity
Dec. 3,4: Live animals will greet you. Come inside to see and 
talk to: Shepherds, Soldiers, Town Merchants, Angels, Wise 
men, Mary, Joseph and see the Christ Child. Enjoy refreshments 
and stay a while. Friday, December 3rd from 6 to 8 pm and 
Saturday, December 4th from 1 to 3 pm at the Sand Lake United 
Methodist Church (6th and Maple St.). #47,48

Christmas Bake Sale 
Dec. 10: A Christmas Bake Sale by the Sand Lake United 
Methodist women will be held at Independent Bank on Friday, 
December 10th from 9 am to 5 pm. Homemade treats and Prize 
Raffle. #47-49

Sand Lake Christmas Party and Santa 
Visit
Dec. 11: Bring your cameras to the Sand Lake Christmas Party 
at the former VFW Hall on Saturday, December 11th from 9:30 
to 11:30 am. Santa will be there with goodie bags. Large prize 
drawing, crafts and cookie decorating. Free carrage rides. #47-49

One of the most legend-
ary rock bands of all time, 
Journey, announces their 
Freedom Tour 2022, fea-
turing very special guests 
Billy Idol (for the first part 
of the tour) and Toto (for 
the second part). The dia-
mond-selling Rock & Roll 
Hall of Famers will take 
the stage in 40 cities across 
North America with their 
catalog of global chart-top-
ping hits, including “Don’t 
Stop Believin”, “Any Way 
You Want It”, “Faithfully”, 
“Lights” and more. 

Presented by AEG Pres-
ents, the Freedom Tour 
2022 begins February 22 
in Pittsburgh, PA – mak-
ing stops in Los Angeles, 
Dallas, Nashville and more 
– before wrapping May 11 
in Hartford, CT. Very spe-
cial guest and Rock and 
Roll icon Billy Idol will 
join Journey on all dates 
from February 22 through 
April 5. Very special guest 
Toto, who have collectively 
streamed more than 3.3 bil-
lion plays on Spotify alone, 
will join Journey on all re-
maining dates beginning in 
San Diego on April 7.

They will appear at Van 
Andel Arena in Grand Rap-
ids on May 4, 2022, at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets can be pur-
chased at AXS.com.

setlist of beloved anthems. 
The group also rocked Cen-
tral Park with “Anyway 
You Want It” and “Don’t 
Stop Believin’” at We Love 
NYC: The Homecoming 
Concert, in addition to hon-
oring 9/11 first responders 
at the Tunnel to Towers 
concert in August. Jour-

ney features founder Neal 
Schon (lead guitarist), Jona-
than Cain (keyboards, back-
ing vocals), Arnel Pineda 
(lead vocals) Jason Derlat-
ka (keyboards, backing vo-
cals), and Deen Castranovo 
(drums, backing vocals).

“It’s that time - time to 

Journey is one of rock 
music’s most influential 
icons, and they are set to 
deliver a brand-new album, 
Freedom, in 2022. This 
summer, the band headlined 
the Lollapalooza Festival in 
Chicago, uniting thousands 
of fans across generations 
with their decade-spanning 

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

NOVEMBER 2021

Athletes of the Month is brought to you by: 
288 N. Main St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-843-2438
https://cityimpactmi.org

Love. Activated.

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Larissa McGrath, Junior
Parents: Christine Hartuniewicz and 
Shawn McGrath
Larissa is a very coachable young 
lady! Works extremely hard in 
whatever she does! All-Conference, 
placed 13th at regionals, State 
qualifier in Division 1. Broke a record 
to become the 8th fastest girl in 

Cedar Springs history!

Isabel VanDusen, Senior
Parents: Jon and Kim VanDusen
Isabel has an awesome work ethic, 
one of our Team captains, Leads with 
heart and integrity. Has been on 
varsity all 4 years.

Madison Golliver, Senior
Parents: Brian Golliver and Christina 
Zinn
Madison is a hard worker. One of 
our other team captains. Has a lot of 
heart and always wanting to help out 
anyone at any time with open arms.

CITY IMPACT
CEDAR SPRINGS

More Thanksgiving jokes
Who is not hungry at Thanksgiving? The turkey, be-

cause he’s already stuffed!

If you call a large turkey a gobbler, what do you call a 
small one? A goblet.

What did the turkey say to the turkey hunter on Thanks-
giving Day? Quack, quack!

Why was the turkey arrested? The police suspected 
fowl play.

Why shouldn’t you sit next to a turkey at dinner? Be-
cause he will gobble it up!

What type of glass does a turkey drink from? A goblet.

What happened to the turkey that got in a fight? He got 
the stuffing knocked out of him!

NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! 
If you have a good “clean” joke to share email it to: 
news@cedarspringspost.com or send to P.O. Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319



and more! Friday, December 3, 4:00-5:30 p.m.
Hometown Christmas Parade
Dec. 3: Join us as we celebrate Santa, and welcome him to 

town! Friday, December 3, 6:00 p.m. in downtown Green-
ville.
PIERSON

Pierson Township Parks & Recreation is kicking off fund-
raising for a park in Pierson Township.

Nov. 27: Parks and Rec volunteers will have a snack booth 
at the Sand Lake Trading Company Holiday Open House on 
Saturday, November 27 from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Can Drive – there are clean trash toters marked for Pop 
Cans for Parks! Outside the township hall front, side and 
lower level for easy drop off anytime. Cans and bottles of all 
types are welcome – we all have an Uncle Beer, right?

Dec. 2: Paint for Parks! Join us for a Paint Night at the 
Pierson Township Hall on Thursday, December 2 from 6:30 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. $30 and advance reservation required. Join 
Crystal Cunningham from Refabulous Studios for all you 
need (paint, canvas & instruction) to bring home a painted 
Gnome or Snowman. Bring a friend as a gift or make them 
a gift. Dinner and snacks will be available, bring your own 
beverages for a fun night out! Reservation information and 
preview of painting on our Facebook page or email Pierson-
Community@gmail.com

Now – Dec. 6: Pierson Township CE&G is partnering for 
the second year with Tri County Schools for the TC Giving 
Tree. There are tags at the township hall with the name of 
a child in our area that is in need for some holiday cheer. 
Gifts can be returned in provided gift bag – unwrapped or 
wrapped!  Stop by the township hall T-TH 9-2 and grab a tag 
so a child may experience the joy of the holidays. Gifts must 
be back to the township NO LATER THAN December 6.
ROCKFORD

Dec. 3: Holiday lighting ceremony. Garden Club Park, Fri-
day, Dec. 3 from 6-7 p.m. Free carriage rides from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

Dec. 4: Santa parade, downtown Rockford, Dec. 4 from 
11 a.m. to noon.

Dec. 4: Santa visit in the Christmas tent, after the parade 
until 2 p.m. Enjoy free hot cocoa and cookies.

Dec. 4: Free carriage rides immediately after the parade 
until 2 p.m. at the Rotary pavilion.

Dec. 8, 15: Santa visits, live reindeer, free hot cocoa and 
cookies, from 6 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 8 and 15.

Dec. 9, 10, 16, 17: Free carriage rides from 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Rotary pavilion.

Dec. 11: Polar Express event, Christmas tent, Saturday, 
Dec. 11. Ticketed event from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Polar Express 
movie at 5 p.m.

Dec. 17: Live nativity at the corner of Bridge and Main 
Streets, Friday, Dec. 17, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Rotary 
pavilion.

Dec. 18: Christmas Carol Karaoke and Ugly Sweater party 
at the Christmas tent, Saturday, Dec. 18, from 7 to 10 p.m.
SAND LAKE

Nov. 28:  Sand Lake Community Tree Lighting and Carol-
ing at Salisbury Park  Sunday beginning at 6 p.m.  Bring your 
bells to help ring in the Season!

Dec 3, 4: Live Indoor Nativity at Sand Lake United Meth-
odist Church, Friday 6-8 p.m. and Saturday 1-3 p.m. Come 
visit the city of Bethlehem and be a part of the story.

Dec 4: Christmas Craft Show, Bake Sale, & Library Book 
Sale at Resurrection Lutheran Church  9 a.m. -2 p.m.

Dec. 10:  Christmas Bake Sale at Independent Bank in 
Sand Lake 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Homemade treats and Prize Raffle. 

Dec. 11:  Sand Lake Christmas Party and Santa Visit at 
the former VFW Hall 9:30-11:30 a.m. Santa will be there 
with goodie bags. Bring your cameras. Large prize drawing, 
crafts and cookie decorating, free carriage rides by Cotton-
wood Carriage Co.
SPARTA

Now through Jan. 31: Candy Cane Lane lighted pathway 
located behind the Sparta Library.

Nov. 25: Sparta Turkey Trot, 9 a.m. 5K run/walk, Sparta 
Civic Center.

Dec. 11: Christmas at the Library. Saturday, Dec. 11 from 
10 a.m. to noon. Outdoor visit with Santa.

Dec. 21, 22, 23: The Living Nativity at Ballard Church of 
Christ from 6:30-8 p.m.

Santa Visits – new location Sparta Chamber office 194 E. 
Division, downtown Sparta.

Dec. 9: 5-7:30 p.m.
Dec. 11: 10 a.m. to noon at the library.
Dec. 16: 5-7:30 p.m. Pets are welcome, too.
Dec. 18: 9-noon with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 21: 5-7 p.m. with horse-drawn carriage rides.
Dec. 23: 111 p.m.
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The Cedar Springs Post special section for all things Holiday!

featuring the following businessesfeaturing the following businesses
• Big Boy - Cedar Springs
• Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce
• City Impact - Cedar Springs
• Intandem Credit Union
•  Landscape Renovations Inc - Christmas Trees
• Red Bird Bistro & Grill
•  Rockford Floor Covering
• Running Wild Alpaca’s Christmas Shop

Holiday happenings around the area
Check out some of the fun, family activities going on in the 

area for the holiday season.
CEDAR SPRINGS

A Cedar Springs Christmas 2021
Dec. 2, 9, 16: Cedar Springs Downtown Holiday Shop 

Hops. The first three Thursdays of December, visit down-
town Cedar Springs between 5-7pm to shop local, support 
your community, and be entered in a drawing to win great 
prizes from local businesses.

Dec. 3, 4, 5: Polar Express Movie at the historic Kent The-
atre

A Cedar Springs Christmas Mingle with Kris Kringle
Dec. 4: 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. downtown Cedar Springs.
If your business, club or organization would like to be in 

the parade, it’s free to join!
Sponsorship and volunteer opportunities are also avail-

able. Email the CSACoC Secretary for more information at 
csacocsecretary@gmail.com

9am - Noon - Cedar Springs Library Polar Express Christ-
mas Open House 

2:00 p.m. - Storytime with Mrs. Claus at Perry’s Place 2021 
4:00 p.m. Kris Kringle Parade line up starts
4:30 p.m. - Kris Kringle parade starts! Parade route is Cher-

ry Street by the White Pine Trail > east to 2nd Street > North 
to Maple > West towards the staging area

4:45 p.m. - Nativity Story
4:50 p.m. - Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in the Heart 

Of Cedar Springs
5:00 p.m. - Mingle with Kris Kringle & get your picture 

taken inside the Cedar Springs Public Library. Santa leaves 
when there’s no children waiting for pictures so please don’t 
wait till last minute to come see him.

Potentially more activities to come.
**Times are subject to change due to the timing & duration 

of the parade.
Other Christmas activities
Dec 9: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Cedar Springs Christmas Carriage 

Rides and 5pm to 7pm Downtown Cedar Springs Shop Hops
Dec. 11: Kent Theatre Christmas Music Show 3pm top 

5pm 
Dec. 12: Kent Theatre Christmas Dance Show 3 pm to 5pm 

GREENVILLE
Santa Park Party
Dec. 3: Bring the kiddos downtown in Lafayette Park for 

visits with Santa, cookie decorating, smores, crafts, games 
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CITY IMPACT
CEDAR SPRINGScedar springs &

Have teamed up to bring Christmas Cheer to local children!

CITY IMPACT - CEDAR SPRINGS 
288 N. Main St. 

(616) 843-2438

NOW thru December 15th, drop off a wrapped toy to Big Boy, include 
age group & gender. THEN, City Impact volunteers will gather all 

         the gifts and distribute them to local kids in need for Christmas. 

big boy - cedar springs
(616) 696-2100
13961 White Creek Ave NE
Open daily: 7:00 AM - 8:00 PM

For EVERY gift donated 
you receive a 

RAFFLE TICKET 
for our weekly drawing 

to win great prizes! 
Donate 5 gifts = 5 raffle tickets

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: 
Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Tis the season...

to purchase 
gift cards!

omeome for thefor the olidaysolidaysHH HH

Local Artisans 
& an Alpaca Merchant are 

Pop-up Christmas Shop in Cedar Springs!Pop-up Christmas Shop in Cedar Springs!

landing in Cedar Springs for 
your holiday shopping!

BLACK 
FRIDAY

Nov. 26 from 10am-8pm

Opening Day:Opening Day:
21 E Maple St., Cedar Springs, MI

Comfort holiday guests with a satisfying snack

We want to give you the opportu-
nity to celebrate your baby’s very 
first Christmas in a special way. 
The Cedar Springs POST 
will be featuring area 
newborns in “Baby’s 
First Christmas,” 
a special feature 
for babies cele-
brating their first 
Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at NO COST 
to our readers, but 
space is limited so 
get your photos in early. 

Baby’s First Baby’s First 
  Christmas   Christmas 20212021

Deadline is Monday, December 20 by 5 p.m. and pictures 
with name and date of birth will appear in the December 
23rd issue. We cannot guarantee return of photos. Show 
the community your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at the Cedar Springs POST 
- 36 E. Maple St., or mailed to Baby’s First Christmas, P.O. 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, or emailed to news@
cedarspringspost.com. Please include baby’s name and 
birth date, as well as, a contact name and phone number.

PP      STSTTheThe

(Family Features) When guests arrive for the holi-
days, handshakes and hugs are often the first order of 
business. However, a satisfying snack to tide hunger 
before the big meal is likely the next thought on ev-
eryone’s mind. 

Keeping your loved ones full and content can be 
done with apples, an ingredient that heightens the 
flavor and appearance of favorite recipes like Apple 
Stuffing Bites with Rosemary Gravy. This comforting 
dish can be shared among the crowd for an easy way 
to call everyone to the kitchen. 

An option like Envy Apples offer satisfying tex-
ture and taste with a consistently balanced, refreshing 
sweetness coupled with a crisp, elegant crunch. Perfect 
for small plates or use in recipes ranging from dinner 
to dessert, they also make for an easy snack when eat-
en fresh out of hand. A crimson red skin over a golden 
background practically glows, and their white flesh is 
naturally slow to brown when sliced for fresher flavor 
in sweet treats. 

Visit EnvyApple.com to find more holiday appetiz-
ers. 

Apple Stuffing Bites with Rosemary 
Gravy

1  box stovetop stuffing
2  tablespoons butter
2  cups diced Envy Apples
1/2  onion, diced small

Gravy:
3  tablespoons butter
3  tablespoons flour
2  cups beef broth
2  teaspoons kosher salt

20  turns fresh cracked pepper
1  teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1  tablespoon finely chopped rosemary

Preheat broiler.
Cook stuffing according to package directions; set aside 

and allow to cool slightly.
In large saute pan, melt butter saute apples and onion un-

til tender. Set aside to cool slightly.
Stir together stuffing and apple mixture. Spread stuffing 

on sheet tray and allow to cool in refrigerator.
After cooling, form stuffing into medium bites and place 

on sheet tray lined with parchment paper.
Broil bites 8-10 minutes until golden brown and slightly 

crispy.
To make gra-

vy: In small pot, 
melt butter and 
whisk in flour. 
Cook flour 1 
minute, whisking 
frequently.

Whisk in beef 
broth, salt, pep-
per and Worces-
tershire sauce; 
bring to boil, 
whisking fre-
quently. Remove 
from heat and stir 
in rosemary. If 
desired, continue 
gently simmering 
gravy to thicken.

Arrange stuff-
ing bites in serv-
ing dish and driz-
zle with gravy. 
Serve hot.
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SPORTSSPORTS

Become a member today
14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Call us at: (888) 336-3490
Visit IntandemCU.com to learn more

Federally Insured by NCUA
NMLS #372758

Finance home improvements, renovations, repairs, or unexpected emergencies
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate, on approved credit, subject to change.
* The Annual Percentage Rates (APRs) listed are our best rates. Your rate may be higher depending on credit history and underwriting criteria. Homeowner’s Insurance is 
required, and other fees may apply. Consult a tax advisor regarding the tax deductibility of interest related to your Home Equity Loan. Rates and terms are accurate as of 
8/10/2021 and subject to change. Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit have a maximum variable APR of 18%. Payment Example: $20,000 @ 2.99% for 180 months = $138.04.

STAY PUT WITH A NEW LOOK
Rates As Low As 2.99% APR* for a 15-year term

Federally Insured by NCUAFederally Insured by NCUA

Winter Skip A Payment
Skip your November or December loan payment(s) to 
free up some extra spending cash for your holiday 
season!

Skip your November or December loan payment(s) to 
free up some extra spending cash for your holiday 
season!
*Promotion only available in November & December, Interest will continue to accrue.

CHRISTMAS TREESCHRISTMAS TREESCHRISTMAS TREES 
               & Wreaths

Great trees! Great Prices! 

Several Varieties, Free 
Bailing, Shaking, and drilling. 

A portion of the proceeds 
Donated to Alpha 

Family Center. 

     Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate and Coffee. 

Landscape Renovations, INC.
Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs

616.696.4748 or 616.862.0853

CHRISTMAS TREES 
               & Wreaths

Great trees! Great Prices! 

Several Varieties, Free 
Bailing, Shaking, and drilling. 

A portion of the proceeds 
Donated to Alpha 

Family Center. 

     Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate and Coffee. 

Landscape Renovations, INC.
Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs

616.696.4748 or 616.862.0853

Several Varieties
FREE Shaking + Baling

Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate & Coffee

GREAT TREES!GREAT TREES!  
GREAT PRICES!GREAT PRICES!

Garland&Wreaths 

616.696.4748  www.LRCSMI.com

Landscape Renovations, Inc.
Located at 4951 15 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs
Corner of 15 Mile & Northland Dr.

Hours: Mon CLOSED • T-F 3-8pm • Sat 9am-8pm • Sun Noon-5pm

follow us on facebook

CHRISTMAS TREE 
CHRISTMAS TREE 

LOT IS NOW OPEN
LOT IS NOW OPEN

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

FOOD
DRIVE

City Impact “Fill the Trailer”
Thanksgiving Dinner Food Drive

We are collecting non-expired, store bought
canned green beans, canned corn,
instant potatoes, muffin mixes,
canned cranberry,
pumpkin pie filling and
boxes of jello. 
Starts November 6th.
Drop off at City Impact
288 N. Main, Cedar Springs

CITY IMPACT
CEDAR SPRINGS

FOOD
DRIVE

City Impact “Fill the Trailer”
Thanksgiving Dinner Food Drive

We are collecting non-expired, store bought
canned green beans, canned corn,
instant potatoes, muffin mixes,
canned cranberry,
pumpkin pie filling and
boxes of jello. 
Starts November 6th.
Drop off at City Impact
288 N. Main, Cedar Springs
616-843-2438 https://cityimpactmi.org

Ten simple ways to prevent cooking fires this 
thanksgiving

(BPT) - Traditional gath-
erings have returned as 
friends and family across 
the country are planning to 
celebrate in person together. 
As holiday hosts begin to 
prepare for festivities, it’s 
important to create a safe, 
healthy environment for 
family and guests.

An estimated 79 percent 
of those who plan to have 
Thanksgiving dinner this 
year will cook a meal at 
home or eat a home-cooked 
meal at a friend or family 
member’s home, accord-
ing to a study by The Har-
ris Poll commissioned by 
Kidde, a residential fire 
safety leader. The National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) reports Thanksgiv-
ing is the top day of the year 
for home fires, with three 
times as many home fires 
occurring than on a typical 
day.

Cooking fires represent 
over 50 percent of all home 
fire starters, yet 39% of re-
spondents do not have a fire 
extinguisher in the kitchen 
area and 21 percent do not 
have one in the home at all, 
found the study. Moreover, 
51 percent of respondents 
couldn’t accurately identi-
fy the replacement time for 
disposable fire extinguish-
ers, which is 12 years.

To help boost your 
home’s fire protection, in-
stall a kitchen-rated (Class 
K) fire extinguisher, like 
Kidde’s RESSP, engineered 

to extinguish grease and oil 
fires. Keep it nearby while 
cooking and make sure to 
keep it positioned behind 
the cooking area (not under 
the sink or in a cabinet next 
to the stove). What’s more, 
install at least one general 
purpose-rated (Class ABC) 
fire extinguisher, like Kid-
de’s FX210, on every level 
of the home.

Follow this advice to help 
your family host and cele-
brate the holidays safely:

BEFORE COOKING
1. Clean away old grease 

and fats: Prior to use, re-
move leftover or residual 
grease and fats, which can 
ignite.

2. Roll up those sleeves: 
Or better yet, wear short 
sleeves. When cooking, 
avoid wearing long sleeves 
or loose clothing that could 
catch fire from over a burner 
or other heat source. Short 
sleeves are a great option.

3. Know how to deal with 
an oven fire:  If you have a 
fire in the oven, don’t open 
the oven door. Turn off the 

oven heat and let the con-
tents cool completely be-
fore attempting to open the 
       COOKING- continues on page 13
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Dec 2nd, 9th, & 16th 
Cedar Springs Downtown Shop Hops

Thursday, Dec 2nd - 5pm to 7pm
Thursday, Dec 9th - 5pm to 7pm
Thursday, Dec 16th - 5pm to 7pm

Dec 3rd, 4th, & 5th - Polar Express 
Movie at the historic Kent Theatre

Saturday, December 4th 

Follow our event page “Cedar Springs Holiday Shop Hop” for details how to enter the Cedar Springs Home for the Holidays Drawing. 

If your business, club or organization would like to be in the parade, 
it’s free to join!

Sponsorship and volunteer opportunities are also available. Email the 
CSACoC Secretary for more information at csacocsecretary@gmail.com

9am - Noon - Cedar Springs Library Polar Express Christmas Open 
House see ad for details

2:00pm - Storytime with Mrs. Claus at Perry’s Place 2021 

4:00pm Kris Kringle Parade line up starts

4:30pm - Kris Kringle parade starts! Parade route is Cherry Street by 
the White Pine Trail > east to 2nd Street > North to Maple > West towards 
the staging area

4:45pm - Nativity Story

4:50pm - Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony in the Heart Of Cedar 
Springs

5:00pm - Mingle with Kris Kringle & get your picture taken inside the 
Cedar Springs Public Library - Santa leaves when there’s no children 
waiting for pictures so please don’t wait till last minute to come see him.

Potentially more activities to come.... 

**Times are subject to change due to the timing & duration of the parade.

Follow our event page “A Cedar Springs Christmas 2021”
 for up to date information

A Cedar Springs Christmas 2021

Thursday, Dec 9Thursday, Dec 9thth 4pm to 8pm 4pm to 8pm
Follow our event page “Cedar Springs Christmas Follow our event page “Cedar Springs Christmas 

Carriage Rides” for more informationCarriage Rides” for more information
This ad was paid for by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce and Gold Members:

 Cedar Springs Chiropractic, Display Pack, Preferred Design & Interior, and Vanderhyde Ford

Follow our event page “Storytime with Mrs. Follow our event page “Storytime with Mrs. 
Claus at Perry’s Place 2021” for more informationClaus at Perry’s Place 2021” for more information

December 11th Kent Theatre Christmas Music Show 3pm top 5pm 

December 12th Kent Theatre Christmas Dance Show 3 pm to 5pm

9 am to 7:30 pm - downtown Cedar Springs

StorytimeStorytime  withwith  Mrs. ClausMrs. Claus  

at Perry’s Place 2021at Perry’s Place 2021
Saturday, December 4Saturday, December 4thth at 2:00pm at 2:00pm

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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AUTUMNAUTUMNAwesomeAwesome

                                                                                 NATURE - continues on page 13

        POACHING - continues on page 13

HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS

HUNTING/OUTDOORSHUNTING/OUTDOORS

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Deer heads needed for CWD 
and bovine TB surveillance

Van Buren County suspect charged in 
poaching of nine trophy bucks
From Michigan DNR

Officers: Conservation Officers Tyler Cole, left, and Matt Page with eight deer 
heads that were suspected to have been poached by Justin Ernst, 33, of De-
catur. Page located a ninth deer that Ernst took, two days later. Ernst is a con-
victed felon who is believed to have driven around fields at night, shining and 
shooting deer. Ernst faces over $59,000 in reimbursement and is scheduled to 
reappear in court on Dec. 20.

Police investigating an 
October domestic violence 
complaint discovered nine 
poached bucks in a barn lo-
cated in Decatur.

Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources conser-
vation officers determined 
the illegal, trophy deer 
belonged to a previously 
convicted felon who is sus-
pected of driving his truck 
through fields, shining and 
shooting deer.

Justin Ernst, 33, Deca-
tur, faces up to $59,500 in 

reimbursement to the state if 
convicted of the more than 
one dozen violations he was 
charged with. He was arraigned 
Nov. 9 in 7th District Court in 
Paw Paw.

Ernst has a prior DNR con-
viction from 2018 for illegally 
taking or possessing whitetail 
deer. Previous felony charges 
on record for Ernst include 
possession of methamphet-
amine or ecstasy, third-degree 
fleeing a police officer and 
third offense (felony) operating 
a vehicle under the influence of 
liquor.

“It’s a shame that this crim-
inal ruined the chance for eth-
ical, legal hunters to have their 

opportunity to take one of these 
trophy deer,” said Lt. Gerald 
Thayer, of the Michigan DNR 
Law Enforcement Division.

“Not only did this felon steal 
from the natural resource, 
he also damaged agriculture 
crops, and has been doing so 
for some time. The financial 
penalty is the minimum he 
should serve.”

The 15 DNR charges pend-
ing against Ernst include:

Two counts of firearm pos-
session by a felon.

Two felony firearms viola-
tions.

One count of hunting with a 
revoked hunting license.

Eight of the nine sets of deer antlers suspected of being 
poached by Justin Ernst, 33, of Decatur. Ernst faces over 
$59,000 in reimbursement to the state, if convicted, for the sus-
pected poaching of nine bucks. He is scheduled to reappear in 
court on Dec. 20.

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Time for 
Thanksgiving

Last week a deer narrowly survived crossing the road at 
Ody Brook. It would not have survived if a driver did not 
swerve to miss it. The maneuver could have cost the driv-
er’s life. She avoided the deer but hit the guard rail and 
buckled it for about 25 feet. We are advised not to avoid 
deer because it could kill us. Only her knee was slightly 
injured, and she can celebrate Thanksgiving. Her car was 
totaled. 

Three days later a deer was killed crossing the road. Each 
year in October/November at least one and usually more 
are hit and killed here. Deer know to hang out between the 
house and the road during fall. The county used to annually 
post a deer crossing sign in the fall by Little Cedar Creek 
so people would slow down. Being in a hurry, they choose 
to maintain speed. The county no longer erects the useless 
sign annually.

Wildlife accidental deaths are disheartening but it is most 
devastating when it’s a person we know. We contemplate 
the unthinkable horror and purchase insurance just in case 
it is a family member taken too soon. My dad said the end 
of the world comes to each of us individually when we die. 
Many are waiting for the end to come for all at once with 
the second coming. I agree with my dad that we each expe-
rience the end of the world individually. 

Scientists have figured out when the world will end with 
a fiery conclusion. The sun is about 4.5 billion years old. It 
will continue for another 4.5 billion years and likely a few 
more before burning out. Though stable now, it will trans-
form into a red giant and later condense to a white dwarf. In 
the process of becoming a red giant, it will expand to engulf 
the Earth and vaporize the planet. 

Many organisms evolved, came, and went during the de-
velopmental 4.5 billion years. On Thanksgiving we can be 
thankful for the biodiversity that has developed to support 
us and enrich our lives. Human existence is a blip in Earth’s 
history. We have only been here a couple million years. Di-
nosaurs were present for about 175 million years with vari-
ous dinosaur species living during that period. 

Two of my ministers viewed creation differently. One 
chose to believe creation happened in seven days and the 
other said most people did not read or write in early history, 
so bible authors explained creation in concrete understand-
able terms. The seven-day creation was not meant literally 
to explain creation. He explained it was to make a point that 
religion is about why and not designed to explain how. The 
development of science focused on how and not why. The 
two can support each other if we recognize one is about 
why we exist and the other is about how we came to be. 

Human behavior is not heeding the signs of global cli-
mate change caused by our excessive fossil fuel consump-
tion during a couple centuries. It will likely bring about 
the demise of our species. Though the sun will engulf us in 
about 3 to 4 billion years, we will likely create our own de-
struction earlier if we do not practice creation care to slow 

There’s still one more week of the 
firearm deer hunting season left. 

Be sure to get out and enjoy 
some deer hunting this fall.

After your successful 
deer hunt, and especially if 
you hunt in the bovine tu-
berculosis or chronic wast-
ing disease areas of Mich-

igan, bring your deer head 
to a Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources deer check 
s t a - tion for disease testing. Find a list 
of them at https://tinyurl.com/dnrdeercheckstations.

Deer heads are needed for bovine TB testing from Alcona, 
Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, 
Otsego, Oscoda, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties. The 

DNR needs samples from these counties to meet surveillance 
goals, which will help biologists understand the scale of infection 
in the local deer herd.                                                             

Deer heads are needed for CWD surveillance testing from Al-
legan, Barry, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Eaton, Gratiot, southern 
Isabella, Hillsdale, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Lenawee, Livingston, 
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Joseph, Van Buren, Washtenaw 
and Wayne counties, and also from the core CWD surveillance 
area in the Upper Peninsula (portions of Dickinson, Menominee 
and Delta counties).  

The DNR is beginning a five-year process of strategic, fo-
cused CWD surveillance by testing deer heads around the state. 
This year, testing will be occurring mainly in the southern-
most three tiers of Michigan counties. Over the next four years, 
the remainder of the state will be systematically sampled to deter-
mine if CWD is present in other areas where it has not yet been 
identified.   

If you hunt in the remainder 
of the state and you want your 
deer tested for CWD, your deer 
head or the lymph nodes from 
the deer must be submitted to 
a USDA-approved lab for test-
ing. Hunters will be charged a 
fee. Visit Michigan.gov/CWD 
and click on “For Hunters” for 
information about USDA-ap-
proved labs conducting CWD 
testing.  

Deer cooperator patches will 
be available ONLY at DNR 
deer check stations, during 
check station hours of opera-
tion, while supplies last. https://
tinyurl.com/dnrdeerchecksta-
tions.



LET US KNOWLET US KNOW 
so your newspaper subscription 

can move with you!

Call Mary at 616.696.3655 
or email: classifieds@cedarspringspost.com

MOVING?MOVING?

Cleo – 3-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Cleo! Miss 

Cleo heard freckles 
are in--and she has a 
LOT of them! Outside 
of being an absolute 
stunner, Cleo is also an 
energetic and playful 
girl that loves attention 
and has such a fun and 
silly personality. Cleo 
enjoys long walks on 
the beach or in the 

park, and likes spending time with her foster family, as 
well as staff, volunteers, and even some of the older 
kids from summer camp! Cleo would do best in a home 
with older kids or adults only, where she can be the 
only pup in the house. She’s great on car rides, and her 
gentle, quiet personality makes her a great companion 
in the car, or just about anywhere! Her foster mom 
says, “At home, she has been wonderful, she loves her 
rope toys, lounging, and just following you around.” Do 
you have room in your heart and your home for this 
polka-dotted cutie?

Cleo is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. 

Jess - 8 year-old female – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Jess! This 

independent lady 
would love a home 
where she can relax and 
enjoy the comforts of 
cat life. She will prefer 
a home where she is 
given the time to come 
out of her shell and 
seek attention when 
she is ready. Once she is 
settled in, Jess enjoys a laid-back lifestyle of napping, 
lounging, and the occasional exploring. Can’t adopt? 
Consider fostering Jess! Fostering is a temporary way 
to get an animal out of the shelter environment and 
into a comfy, loving foster home! HSWM provides 
all supplies, medical care, and support! Reach out to 
foster@hswestmi.org if you are interested!

Jess is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org
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Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS 
are online at

 http://cedarspringspost.com/
classifieds/

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

NEW LISTING!
13640 Safflower Lane

2003 Skyline
1,344 sq. ft.

$65,000

at

9050 Lake Michigan Dr.
Allendale, MI 49401

www.farmgirlflea.com

NOV 26 & 27
FRIDAY: 12PM - 8PM 

SATURDAY: 8AM - 4PM

220+ VENDORS
$5 ENTRY FEE
Kids under 12 FREE

VOTED FLEA MARKET STYLE MAGAZINE: 
TOP 100 FLEAS IN AMERICA

PRESENTED BY: 
FARMGIRL FLEA PICKERS & MAKERS

CRAFTS CRAFTS AND AND 
BAZAARSBAZAARS

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb



door. If flames escape the oven or the fire does not imme-
diately go out, evacuate family members and pets, and then 
call 9-1-1.

4. Test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms: Replace bat-
teries or alarms if needed. Smoke alarms should be replaced 
every 10 years and installed at least 10 feet away from cook-
ing appliances. A smoke alarm designed specifically for the 
kitchen, like Kidde’s Worry-Free Kitchen alarm, will help 
reduce false alarms from cooking smoke.

5. Check and install fire extinguishers: Disposable fire 
extinguishers should be checked periodically to ensure 
they’re still functioning properly. Look at the gauge: if the 
needle is in the green, that is good, but also check the age. 
If it is older than 12 years, it is time to replace.

Additionally, know the PASS system for using it:
P - Pull the pin and hold the extinguisher with the nozzle 

pointing away from you.
A - Aim the nozzle at the fire.
S - Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly to discharge the 

extinguishing agent.
S - Sweep the nozzle from side to side, moving carefully 

toward the fire.
WHILE COOKING
6. Clear the stovetop: Remove the items that are flamma-

ble like grocery bags, boxes, wooden utensils, and towels 
from the cooking area.

7. Focus on cooking: Remain in the kitchen while cook-
ing all food. If the doorbell rings or you must walk away, 
immediately turn off the burners. If you’re cooking on the 
stovetop with oil, give the dish your undivided attention to 
ensure that the oil doesn’t splatter or the dish doesn’t burn.

8. Keep a ring of safety: Create a three-foot “safe zone” 
around cooking areas clear of flammable items, kids, and 
pets. Curious kids and pets can accidentally turn on stove 
knobs or other appliances, touch hot burners, or knock over 
pots and pans.

AFTER COOKING
9. Clean up the area: As you did before the holiday, clean 

your oven, toaster oven, stovetop and other appliances. En-
sure you remove any crumbs or leftover grease. Make sure 
all appliances are off and/or unplugged.

10. Store leftover food: Avoid leaving food on the stove. 
Curious pets may attempt to reach leftover food on the 
stovetop and accidentally start a fire in the process. The 
NFPA estimates that nearly 1,000 home fires are started by 
family pets each year.

For more ways to keep your home safe for the holiday, 
visit Kidde.com/thanksgiving-safety.

CookingCooking
...continued from page 9...continued from page 9

JourneyJourney
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6
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LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

NEWSPAPER SPACE FOR SALE HERE!

PP      STSTTheThe

N e w s p a p e r

Call  Today! 
616.696.3655

100% advertiser supported100% advertiser supported

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, November 9, 2021
5:00 PM

Present: Britton, Austin, Hoffman, DeJong, 
George.  

Board action: Approved Addorio Server quote 
dated October 28, 2021; Approved Quality Air 
quotes for bearing assembly P01462 and replace-
ment of boiler P01450; Accept resignation from 
Marty Brockschmidt from the BOR; appoint Keri 
Kleynenberg to the BOR to serve the remaining 
term; Denied additional extension to Challenger 
Body Shop.

Discussed: Natural Landscape Proposal; Library 
shelving unit; Noise Ordinance.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: November 24, 2021  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
Village of Sand Lake

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Notice is hereby given that on December 16, 2021 
at a regularly scheduled Planning Commission 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. a Public Hearing will be held 
in the Board Room of the Village of Sand Lake, 
2 East Maple St, Sand Lake, Michigan 49343.  
The purpose of the hearing will be to consider 
Ordinance 21-1, an amendment to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals section of the Village of Sand 
Lake Code of Ordinances making the Village 
Council the Zoning Board of Appeals. Copies of 
the proposed ordinances can be received from 
Village Clerk’s office.  Written comments will be 
received no later than December 13, 2021 and 
should be sent to the above Village body.
The Village of Sand Lake will provide necessary, 
reasonable auxiliary aids and services such as 
signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes 
of printed material considered at the meeting, to 
individuals who want to attend the meeting, upon 
seven (7) days notice to the Village of Sand Lake.  
Individuals with disabilities, auxiliary aids, or 
services should contact the Village of Sand Lake 
by writing or calling the following:  Mollie Doerr, 
President, Village of Sand Lake, 2 East Maple 
St., Sand Lake, MI 49343, (616) 636-8854.

Dated: November 24, 2021

get back to where we are used to being - on Stage!” says 
Neal Schon. “We are looking forward to shifting into high 
gear and bringing you the best show possible. The band is 
running on all 12 cylinders and very excited! Please come 
and join us once again for an evening full of rocking stage 
connection fun. See you soon Friends.”

Toto’s Steve Lukather shares, “‘On behalf of myself and 
the band, we are very honored and excited to do this tour 
with our old and dear friends Journey. Gonna be a great 
night of music, and as all the guys are lifelong friends... a 
blast off stage as well.”

human accelerated climate change. One helpful solution is 
to reduce carbon emissions. Half of Americans are not on-
board with climate accord initiatives to help present and 
future generations.

Personally, my life is drawing to a close. I plead with 
everyone to take creation care seriously for our children’s 
children. When we act to protect the people that will be 
born 2000 years from now, we protect present people and 
living conditions for all life to thrive at the same time. I 
chose 2000 years because it has only been 2000 since Christ 
walked the Earth. That is a short time compared to Earth’s 
4.5 billion years of existence. 

I am hopeful to live functionally much longer but it is be-
coming more challenging. I will write nature niche articles 
while able, manage Ody Brook, advise college interns, and 
continue research. My cancer is aggressively growing, and 
treatment options are few with severe side effects. My fam-
ily has had tearful days recently. I decided this week not to 
choose hospice yet but will try another treatment. I am ex-
hausted from treatments and the most recent in April failed. 
I am thankful for the extended years chemo afforded me. I 
am saddened by limitations, but this Thanksgiving will be 
full of thanks even if I do not see one in 2022. Be thankful.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

NatureNature
...continued from page 11...continued from page 11

One count of applying for, or obtaining, a hunting license 
when ineligible.

Nine counts of taking game illegally.
On Oct. 17, DNR Conservation Officers Matt Page and 

Tyler Cole received a tip from Michigan State Police, that 
while troopers were investigating a domestic violence com-
plaint involving Ernst, several deer were seen in a barn 
where Ernst spends time.

Shortly after receiving the tip, Page and Cole arrived at 
the residence to investigate the deer. Ernst had yet to be lo-
cated by law enforcement following the domestic violence 
complaint.

The homeowner told the conservation officers that Ernst 
was believed to be under the influence of methamphetamine. 
They were also told that he often stays out all night, and the 
next morning there would usually be a new buck in the barn.

Receiving the homeowner’s permission to “search any-
where,” Page and Cole located and seized eight illegal bucks 
in the barn—five 10-pointers and three with 8-points.

Two days later, Page received a tip from the DNR’s Report 
All Poaching hotline that Ernst had been arrested on Oct. 18 
and was being held at the Van Buren County jail for his Oct. 
17 domestic violence charge. The tipster also reported that 
there was another buck in the barn.

Page returned to the residence and again received permis-
sion from the homeowner to search the barn. There he locat-
ed a 9-point buck that appeared to have been shot within the 
past 48 hours.

While searching the barn, Page interviewed two additional 
witnesses. One said they saw Ernst with a dead deer in the 
back of his vehicle earlier that month. The second witness 
had located the 9-point buck that morning.

At the jail, Page and Conservation Officer Travis Drag-
omer interviewed Ernst, who denied any connection to the 
poached bucks. He said he could not hunt because his hunt-
ing license had been revoked.

On Oct. 20, Page executed a search warrant with Cole, 
Dragomer and Conservation Officers Zach Bauer and Sgt. 
Steve Mooney. During their search they located two shot-
guns and a crossbow, a bloody crossbow bolt from the bed of 
Ernst’s vehicle, a cellphone that didn’t work and a handheld 
spotlight located under the driver’s seat of Ernst’s vehicle.

Ernst is free on bond and scheduled to reappear in court 
Dec. 20.

PoachingPoaching
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home that brings them comfort.”
Local resettlement agencies determine the needs of each 

family as meals are provided to those in temporary living quar-
ters until permanent housing is established. To date, KCCA has 
prepared more over 1,000 meals which are packaged in boxes 
containing 20 culturally appropriate meals with four to five dif-
ferent varieties and pita bread.

Additionally, the KCHD will screen newly arriving refugees 
for contagious disease, review and document medical history, 
administer vaccinations, and provide referrals for primary care 
physicians.

“Kent County is expecting more than 350 refugees from Af-
ghanistan and the responsibility to provide health screenings 
and immunizations for these new residents falls on local pub-
lic health,” said KCHD Public Health Division Director Joann 
Hoganson. “These funds will allow us to provide screenings 
and other support services to the Afghan refugees and assist 
them in their transition to a new life in the United States.”

The KCHD will also provide health education services that 
include an introduction to the U.S. health care system along 
with information about nutritional healthy living and Medicaid 
health insurance coverage.

RefugeeRefugee
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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Tips to maintain 
your car and extend 
its shelf life

(StatePoint) 
With car produc-
tion hitting the 
brakes due to a 
global shortage 
of microchips, 
new car prices 
have hit record 

highs and people are holding onto their cars for longer. As a result, 
you may be looking for ways to keep your current ride in tip-top 
condition.

IHS Markit research found that the average age of light vehicles 
in operation nationwide has risen by nearly two months in 2021, 
and a recent survey from Kelly Blue Book found that nearly half 
of all consumers would postpone their car purchase in the hopes 
that prices normalize.

In the meantime, here are three effective ways to extend the life 
of your car and experience smoother, safer driving:

Pay Attention
Don’t ignore warning signs that something is wrong with your 

car. Addressing issues as they arise can keep your car in good 
shape and help you avoid a dangerous situation. If your car is leak-
ing, its engine or brakes don’t sound right, it’s vibrating or emitting 
an odd odor, have it looked at. You should also be sure to take note 
of the symbols on your car’s dashboard display. Some of these 
warnings indicate issues that are easy to address on your own -- 
for example, refilling your washer fluid or adjusting tire pressure. 
Others, however, may require a mechanic’s immediate interven-
tion, such as faulty brakes or an issue with the car’s transmission.

Replace Your Tires
Changing your tires at the right time can do wonders for your 

car’s overall longevity. You should replace your tires per the man-
ufacturer’s recommendations, or sooner if the tread is less than 
2/32nds of an inch or if there are visible signs of damage, such as 
cuts, cracks, splits, punctures or bulges.

However, any old replacement tire may not do the trick. In ad-
dition to choosing tires that fit your vehicle, you should choose 
tires that provide superior handling and grip in diverse weather 
and road conditions. Featuring all the sought-after characteristics 
of a solid replacement tire for passenger cars and SUVs, Cooper 
Tire took this into account with the development of their new 
Endeavor and Endeavor Plus tires. Designed with safety and re-
liability in mind, the tires offer several treadwear capabilities and 
construction features that offer solid performance in all weather 
conditions, including rain and snow, and provide a comfortable, 
quiet ride, even on rough and bumpy roads. They also feature the 
Wear Square indicator, which allows you to quickly see the ap-
proximate tread life remaining on your tires.

Keep it Clean
Keeping the exterior of your car clean is not just a matter of ap-

pearances. It can actually protect the paint job and prevent rusting. 
Don’t forget the car’s interior though. Regular detailing will keep 
seats and upholstery in good condition and make for more pleas-
ant, better-smelling and healthier driving experiences. Vacuum out 
your car, wipe down frequently-touched surfaces and clean HVAC 
vents thoroughly.

With regular care and maintenance, you can extend the life of 
your car, make it safer and more reliable, and improve the driving 
experience.

How to drive in snow and ice
Ten winter driving tips

MI Drive
Wondering what the 

weather is like on the roads 
you are taking this holiday 
season?

Know before you go. 
MI Drive, http://Michigan.
gov/Drive, features camera 
views and weather infor-
mation from sites across 
the state, allowing you to 
see what conditions are on 
your travel route.

by Zutobi 

As the days grow shorter and the weather 
turns cooler in much of the United States, 
everyone begins slowly preparing for winter 
weather conditions. Warmer clothes come 
up from the basement, fireplaces are cleaned 
out and prepared, and plans for the holidays 
begin taking shape. Before the snow falls, it’s 
important to review some safe winter driving 
tips. 

You’ll want to begin with the car itself. Be 
sure to have a mechanic check the basics in-
cluding tire condition, battery, breaks, lights, 
and wipers. Remember that cold temperatures 
may decrease your tire pressure so checking 
more frequently may be warranted, especially 
since under-inflated tires mean less steering control. If you are in 
an extremely cold climate, now’s the time to find those tire chains.

Ten winter driving tips to stay safe during winter conditions
Below, you will find a list of 10 tips that will help you safely 

drive in winter conditions such as ice and snow. Inclement weath-
er can throw many unexpected things at a driver, and being patient 
and extra cautious are keys to safety. 

Tip 1 – Prepare Your Vehicle
Before the winter weather hits, be sure you get your vehicle 

serviced and have your tires checked. A safe level of tread is crit-
ical for winter weather driving. Make sure your fluids are topped 
off. It’s safer to have at least half a tank of fuel, and be sure your 
windshield fluid is always full. Road salt tends to increase your 
need during the winter for cleaning your windshield. You may 
also want to pack some extra blankets, snow chains, a small shov-
el, and other emergency items into your trunk for the winter, just 
in case you get stranded.

Tip 2 – Avoid Driving in Inclement Weather
Young people tend to have an invincibility about themselves, 

believing that nothing bad will happen to them. If the roads 
are particularly icy or are covered with snow, stay off of them. 
Schools, employers, and other organizations often cancel or delay 
start times for this very reason. There’s often no excuse for simply 
waiting out very bad weather safely.

Tip 3 – Give Yourself Extra Time
When the immediate danger has passed and people are slowly 

getting back on the road, remember to give yourself plenty of time 
to get where you’re going. When driving in winter, you should not 
be in a hurry. Trying to weave around other cars because you left 
your home too late. Driving in snow and icy conditions is stressful 
enough; don’t worry about being late on top of that. 

Tip 4 – Remember the Driving Basics
Don’t forget to buckle up and ensure that you are in a physical 

and mental state that’s safe for driving. Being too tired, distracted 
or under the influence of even a legal level of alcohol can pose 
extra risks during winter driving.

Tip 5 – Watch Your Speed and Increase Following Distance
Slowing down is critical in winter driving conditions. Be a little 

cautious to avoid hitting other cars or stationery items by reducing 
your speed. 

Another way to be safer is to increase the distance between you 
and the vehicle in front of you. Instead of the usual 3-second fol-
lowing distance, we recommend at least five seconds in winter 
driving conditions. This will allow you more time to stop should 
something unforeseen happen. For example, in icy conditions, the 
stopping distance can be up to 10 times longer compared to when 

driving on a dry road, so you 
need that extra safety margin to 
stay safe. We also recommend 
you reduce your speed by half if 
driving on packed snow. 

Tip 6 – Keep Your Low 
Beam Headlights On

Using your headlights isn’t 
only about allowing you to 
see better, but it will help you 
be seen by others. Especially 
during the winter, any extra visi-
bility can be a safety precaution. 
However, remember that high 
beam headlights aren’t neces-
sarily better than low beams. 
In bad weather conditions, high 



(Family Features) While 
it might not be the first thing 
on your to-do list, priori-
tizing regular skin checks 
could save your life.

Though a trip to the gym 
wasn’t uncommon for John 
Ahern, the bruising he no-
ticed after a particularly 
strenuous workout was un-
usual. Ahern’s board-certi-
fied dermatologist, Lindsay 
S. Ackerman, MD, FAAD, 
made a life-saving observa-
tion: the bruises indicated 
a severe blood issue. After 
testing, Ahern was diag-
nosed with a rare form of 
leukemia.

National Healthy Skin 
Month in November offers 
an important reminder to 
pay attention to the body’s 
largest organ. Ahern’s story 
is one of many examples 
that show how the skin is a 
window to overall health.

“While bruising can be 
common, when it appears in 
unusual areas or in the ab-

sence of trauma, it can rep-
resent problems with other 
organ systems,” Ackerman 
said.

Performing regular 
self-exams can familiarize 
people with their skin and 
help identify areas of con-
cern. For example, Yvonne 
Basil noticed changes to a 
mole on her toe and quickly 
scheduled an appointment 
with her board-certified der-
matologist. After a same-
day surgical biopsy, Basil’s 
dermatologist, Dr. Seemal 
R. Desai, MD, FAAD, con-
firmed it was melanoma, the 
deadliest form of skin can-
cer. Because of the early di-
agnosis and treatment, doc-
tors stopped the spread and 
Basil is now cancer-free.

“While Yvonne’s mel-
anoma was very serious, 
it could have been much 
worse had she not found 
the mole and quickly made 
an appointment with a 
board-certified dermatolo-
gist,” Desai said.

Regularly checking your 
skin from head to toe can 
help catch skin cancer and 
other conditions early when 
they are most treatable. 
These simple steps recom-
mended by the experts at 
the American Academy of 
Dermatology to perform a 
skin exam could help you 
detect a condition early:

• Examine your body in a 
full-length mirror

• Look at your underarms, 
forearms and palms

• Look at your legs and 
soles of your feet and be-
tween your toes

• Use a hand mirror to ex-
amine your neck and scalp

• Use a hand mirror to 
check your back and but-
tocks

• Take note of all the 
spots on your body, includ-
ing moles, freckles and age 
spots

People of all skin tones 
should perform skin self-
checks. When skin cancer 
develops in people of col-
or, it is often diagnosed in 
its later stages, making it 
more difficult to treat. If 
you notice any new or sus-
picious spots on your skin, 
or any spots that are chang-
ing, itching or bleeding, 
make an appointment with 
a board-certified dermatol-
ogist.

To learn more, visit 
SpotSkinCancer.org.

Check your skin, save your life
Six simple steps to perform a skin self-exam
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MI Drive

DriveDrive
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beams can actually make you see less instead of more. 

Tip 7 – Select the Right Gear
If you have manual transmission, winter is the time to use those 

rarely used lower gears. The purpose of these gears is to turn your 
tires more slowly, providing additional traction when driving in 
icy and snowy conditions. In addition, do not use cruise control 
during bad weather; you’ll want all the manual control possible.

Tip 8 – Clear All Windows
Be sure to leave enough time to clear all your windows of snow 

and ice as well as defrost them before you begin to drive. It can 
be tempting to just chip away enough so you can barely see and 
hope that the warmth of the car will take care of the rest during 
the trip. However, clear visibility is really important to stay safe 
in winter weather. Snow can also fly off your vehicle and create a 
road hazard for drivers behind you. 

Tip 9 – Don’t Slam Your Brakes
If you happen to lose control of your vehicle on an icy road, it 

can be hard to know what to do quickly enough. The most import-
ant thing is to take your foot off the gas pedal so your vehicle re-
duces speed. It can be difficult to regain control because you often 
instinctively want to do the wrong things like slam on your brakes 
and counter-steer. If your vehicle has anti-lock brakes, that can 
help you from skidding. Regular brakes may need to be pumped 
to keep them from locking.

Tip 10 – Be Extra Careful Around Curves and Shaded Ar-
eas

Curves and shaded areas are known to hide spots of ice, making 
them very dangerous during winter. Especially on wet and cold 
days. These areas tend to freeze first, hide spots of ice, and remain 
frozen the longest. 

That’s It
We hope these winter driving tips will help you stay safe during 

winter and other hazardous conditions. If you need any help re-
freshing your driving knowledge, you have come to the right 
place. For more information, go to https://zutobi.com/us/driv-
er-guides/winter-driving-tips.

Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown Cedar Springs.  
He has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and Health insurance and has 
helped hundreds of people get coverage. 
Medicare open enrollment is NOW!! October 15th thru December 7th.  You can enroll, 
or make any changes for the 2022 Plan year.  This is a very important part of the year 
when people should be reviewing options.  MAJOR Medicare update for 2022!  Part 
B Medicare premium will increase from $148.60 to $170.10.  So you will likely get less 
income in your Social Security Check.

Contact me to review
Christopher Conflitti

Four Seasons Insurance and Financial Agency
Office:  616-696-8255

Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

14111 White Creek Ave
(616)439-2779

Fast personalized service
Locally owned

Curbside pick-up
Immunizations

NEW PHARMACY IN TOWN!

Experience the Difference!
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FLU SHOTS 
AVAILABLE HERE!

Regular and High Dose/65+
By appointment or Walk In
Call (616)439-2779 or 

stop in today: 
14111 White Creek Ave.

Fast personalized service
Curbside pick-up
Immunizations

Locally owned

Emmanuel Hospice to Offer 
Free “Handling the Holidays”
Grief Support Groups

HEALTHHEALTH & BEAUTY & BEAUTY

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

ABCDEs of Melanoma
Melanoma is the deadliest form of skin can-

cer. However, when detected early, it is highly 
treatable. These warning signs can help you 
identify melanoma:

• Asymmetry: One half of the spot is 
unlike the other half.

• Border: The spot has an irregular, 
scalloped or poorly defined border.

• Color: The spot has varying colors 
from one area to the next.

• Diameter: While melanomas are 
usually greater than 6 millimeters, or 
about the size of a pencil eraser, when 
diagnosed, they can be smaller.

• Evolving: The spot looks different from 
the rest or changes in size, shape or 
color.

Emmanuel Hospice will 
host free grief support ses-
sions to help community 
members cope with grief 
and loss during the holiday 
season. 

The events are open to 
anyone in the community 
regardless of whether they 
have a prior connection 
with the nonprofit organiza-
tion or hospice care. They 
are designed to help those 
who have experienced the 
death of a loved one contin-
ue their grief journey with 
support during the holidays, 
a time when so many are 
celebrating.

“Navigating grief can be 
challenging at any time, 

but the added stress of the 
holidays and the ongoing 
pandemic can be especial-
ly tough to manage,” said 
Merrin Bethel, bereavement 
coordinator for Emmanuel 
Hospice. “These free ses-
sions will help individuals 
who are struggling connect 
with an understanding com-
munity and learn how to 
manage expectations this 
season.” 

The upcoming “Handling 
the Holidays” sessions will 
be held in person on:

Tuesday, Dec. 7 from 
10:30 a.m.-noon

Tuesday, Dec. 14 from 
6-7:30 p.m.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, the 

organization will host a 
session on planning for the 
New Year amid loss and 
grief from 10:30 a.m.-noon.

All the events will take 
place in the first-floor con-
ference room of the 401 
Hall St. SW office build-
ing. The entrance is through 
the southwest corner of the 
building. 

Attendees are asked to 
wear a face covering and 
practice physical distancing. 
Those who are interested in 
attending are encouraged to 
RSVP to ehbreavement@
emmanuelhospice.org or 
616.719.0919.

In addition to leading 
support groups, Emmanuel 

Hospice provides support 
through counseling, educa-
tion and referrals to com-
munity resources to help 
individuals cope with all 
stages of grief. The non-
profit makes personal calls, 
coordinates workshops and 
shares inspirational mate-
rials that give comfort and 
encouragement. 

More information is avail-
able at EmmanuelHospice.
org/grief-support.

Did You Know?
Dermatologists are trained to diagnose, 

treat and manage more than 3,000 condi-
tions of the skin, hair and nails.

FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re 

advertiser supported!
#shoplocal #shopthepost
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Christmas Coloring ContestChristmas Coloring Contest

The Cedar Springs POST

ENTRY FORM

Name: __________________________________________

Address: __________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone: ______________________Age: __________
DEADLINE: December 20, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

Hey kids, 
It’s time for our 

annual Christmas 
Coloring Contest 
and your chance to 
win one of three 
$50 gift cards, one 
for each age group. 
Winners choose 
their own prize and 
get what they really 
want!

Please color the 
Christmas scene 
with crayons, 
markers or colored 
pencils. Our judges 
will choose the 
three winners – 
one from each age 
group: 4-5 years, 
6-7 years; and 8-10 
years.

Good luck and 
remember to be 
creative but follow 
the rules! Please no 
help from parents 
or older siblings/
helpers.

ENTER TO WIN
$50 VISA 
Gift Card

Rules: 
1. Only one entry per child. 
2. Only one winner per family. 
3. We are not responsible for lost mail. 
4. All entries must be at our office by December 20 
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils.

Winners will be announced in the December 23rd issue 
of The Cedar Springs Post. Don’t delay, get your entry 
in as soon as possible - deadline is Monday, December 20 
by 5:00 p.m. but we’d like to display your entry on our 
windows throughout the month. See our office hours on 
page 3.

Please deliver entries to: 
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: 
Christmas Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Boy

Girl

Check one

Christmas Coloring ContestChristmas Coloring Contest

Brought to you by: 


