
residential and non-residential 
gatherings where COVID-19 
spreads rapidly. 

Bars and restaurants will 
be open for outdoor dining, 
carry-out and delivery only. 
Gyms will remain open for 
individual exercise with strict 
safety measures in place. 
Casinos, movie theaters and 
group exercise classes will be 

closed. 
Professional and college 

sports meeting extraordinary 
standards for risk mitigation 
may continue without spec-
tators, however all other orga-
nized sports must stop. Col-
leges and high schools may 
proceed with remote learning 
but must end in-person class-
es.

In-person K-8 schooling 
may continue if it can be done 
with strong mitigation, in-
cluding mask requirements, 
based on discussion between 
local health and school offi-
cials. Childcare also remains 
open to support working par-
ents. 

“Indoor gatherings are the 

MDHHS issues three-week 
epidemic order
Restaurant and Lodging Association files suit

 Versiti Blood Centers 
has issued an urgent plea 
to those who have previ-
ously been infected with 
COVID-19 to “pay it for-
ward” by donating COVID 
convalescent plasma 
(CCP). With COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations 
soaring to new levels, the 
organization is struggling 
to keep up with hospital 
needs. The need for COVID 
convalescent plasma at hos-
pitals served by Versiti has 
doubled in the last four 
weeks and is expected to 
continue to increase very 
rapidly as COVID-19 cases 
continue to surge.

“We are facing a crit-
ical need,” said Dr. Dan 
Waxman, vice president of 
transfusion medicine and 
senior medical officer at 
Versiti. “Without interven-
tion from the community, 

we face the very real possi-
bility that we won’t be able 
to fill orders for patients 
in hospitals we serve. This 
important therapy cannot 
be manufactured. It comes 
from generous volunteer 
donors in our communities 
who have recovered from 
COVID and now are able to 
help hospitalized patients in 
those very same communi-
ties.”

COVID convalescent 
plasma is a blood-related 
therapy used by hospitals to 
treat the most severely af-
fected patients. The donated 
plasma contains antibodies, 
which can help seriously ill 
patients fight the infection.

Versiti has reached un-
precedented levels of de-
mand for COVID conva-
lescent plasma. In recent 
days, COVID convalescent 
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Pause to Save Lives
COVID-19

Two-household gathering  
(high precautions)* 

Small outdoor gatherings  
(25 people)

Retail

Preschool through 8th grade  
(local district choice)

Childcare

Manufacturing, construction, 
other work that is impossible  

to do remotely

Public transit

Hair salons, barber shops,  
other personal services

Gyms and pools  
(for individual exercise)

Restaurants and bars (outdoor 
dining, takeout, and delivery)

Professional sports**  
(without spectators)

Parks and outdoor  
recreation

Funerals  
(25 people)

Health care

For more information about the order, visit Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.  
Questions or concerns can be emailed to COVID19@michigan.gov.

High schools  
(in-person learning)

Colleges and universities 
(in-person learning)

Workplaces, when work can 
be done from home

Restaurants and bars 
(indoor dining)

Organized sports, except 
professional sports

Theaters, movie theaters, 
stadiums, arenas

Bowling centers, ice skating 
rinks, indoor water parks

Bingo halls, casinos,  
arcades 

Group fitness classes

Not openOpen

*See Social Gathering Guidance.
**Includes a limited number of NCAA sports.

Urgent plea to COVID 
survivors to donate 
convalescent plasma 
CCP supplies quickly dwindle as 
COVID cases soar to new levels

Hospitals see surge in COVID-19 
patients
By Judy Reed
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Local hospitals are seeing a rising wave of COVID-19 patients. They are 
asking for the public’s help to slow the spread.

The number of COVID-19 
patients entering area hospi-
tals is rising, and officials are 
asking for the public’s help to 
stem the tide.

The Post contacted area 
hospitals this week to find out 
where things stand with the 
virus and their admissions. We 
received the following state-
ment from Spectrum Health:

 “As the number of 
COVID-19 cases continues 
to rise at an alarming rate and 
hospital admissions surge, 
Spectrum Health urges Mich-
igan residents to comply with 
the new three-week emer-
gency epidemic orders from 
the Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services. 
Doing so will help ensure 
that Spectrum Health has the 
capacity to treat COVID-19 
patients as well as those with 
other conditions requiring 
immediate attention, such as 

heart attacks or car crash in-
juries. We join health systems 
throughout the state in asking 
everyone to do their part now 
to slow the spread and ensure 
we can care for our patients 
and communities.”

Number of 
cases

The COVID-19 
dashboard at Spec-
trum Health Wednes-
day shows 333 cas-
es of COVID-19 
patients across all 
hospitals in their sys-
tem. A month ago, 
there was only 70-
80. On October 26, 
just three week ago, 
there was 156. About 
90 percent of those 
hospitalized survive; 
which means 10 per-

cent do not.
Dr. Matt Biersack, MD, 

chief medical officer of Mer-
cy Health Saint Mary’s in 
Grand Rapids, said they had 
73 COVID-positive inpatients 

Local schools 
go remote
Both Cedar Springs Public and 
Creative Technologies Academy 
students will learn online for the 
next few weeks
By Judy Reed

Just last week, we report-
ed that Cedar Springs Public 
Schools had their high school 
go to remote (online) learn-
ing and felt that they could 
continue with the middle 

school and elementary 

grades attend- ing in person. 
However, by the end of the week, with continuing absences of 
students and staff due to quarantine, they first made the decision 
for the middle school to go remote starting Monday of this week, 
and then the preK through sixth grade starting next week, until 
December 8.

“We continue to see a dramatic increase in the number of ele-
mentary staff and student absences due to COVID-19,” said Su-
perintendent Scott Smith. “These high rates of absenteeism are 
hampering our ability to provide a consistent learning experience 
for our in-person PK-6th grade students.  To stabilize the deliv-
ery of instruction and other support services for our students in 
grades PK-6, our elementary schools will be shifting to a tempo-
rary remote instructional model starting Friday, November 20.” 

Details about the plans for a child’s class should come from the 
principal and the child’s teacher. 

Smith said the tentative plan is to bring all CSPS students learn-
ing in-person, grades PK-12, back to campus on December 8. 

“We’ve had a solid eleven-week run so far this year! Let’s do 

By Judy Reed

Fall high school sports 
were just ready to head to 
the playoffs and winter 
sports begin; movie the-
aters had just opened; and 
restaurants were start-
ing to see a little more 
cash flow from indoor 
dining. But under a new 
emergency order by the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices (MDHHS) that all 
changed this week.

According to press 
release from Governor 
Whitmer’s office, the ac-
tion to limit indoor and 
outdoor gatherings and 
activities was done in an 
effort to curb rapidly ris-
ing COVID-19 infection 
rates.

Under this order, in-
door residential gatherings 
are limited to two households 
at any one time. However,

MDHHS strongly urges 
families to pick a single oth-
er household to interact with 
over the next three weeks, 
consistent with new guidance 
released by the department. 
The order is aimed at limiting 
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

According to a diary entry 
from a passenger on the 
Mayflower, the pilgrims 

made their landing at 
Plymouth Rock, rather 
than continue to their 

destination in Virginia, 
due to lack of beer.

Toys for Tots: two 
ways to donate

Couple ships out patriotic 
packages to veterans

Kent District 
Library Returns 
to Curbside; 
Cedar Springs 
Library stays open

On Monday, November 16, all branches of the 
Kent District Library closed its branches to in-per-
son visits but continued to offer curbside pickup ser-
vices, online programs, and expanded online services. 
 “The closure of several branches over the past couple of 
weeks has made it clear that we must take further steps in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said KDL’s Execu-
tive Director Lance Werner. “The safety of people who visit 
the library and our staff is our utmost priority.” 

Curbside service is easy and safe: 
1. Visit kdl.org, search the catalog and place items on 

hold, indicating the branch location for pickup. 
2. After receiving notification that items are ready for 

pick-up, visit the branch during normal open hours 
and park in one of the designated Curbside Pick-up 
spots. 

3. Call the number listed on the signs in the parking lot; 
please have your library card number ready. 

4. A library staff member will bring the items to the car. 
Patrons are also encouraged to access library services on-

line. KDL offers cardholders access to several digital con-
tent providers —Freegal, Overdrive, Hoopla and RBdigital. 
These providers offer digital content in a variety of formats 
including audiobooks, ebooks, music, movies, magazines 
and more. All of KDL’s digital resources can be accessed 
at www.kdl.org/virtual. 

KDL will continue to offer online programs at www.kdl.
org/livestream.  

The Cedar Springs Library, which is not part of the 
Kent District Library system, has opted to stay open, at 30 
percent capacity, and still offers curbside pickup and online 
programs through their facebook page at www.facebook.
com/CedarSpringsPublicLibrary. Check it out now to see 
what events they have going on.

Publisher Lois Allen is shown with many of the toys donated from the community in 2018.

Would you like to do something special 
for families in need this Christmas? You can 
partner with us to provide toys for children in 
Kent County. The Post is participating in the 
Toys for Tots program again this holiday sea-
son, as both a drop off site for toys and this 
year we are also giving you the option to do-
nate money instead, through our fundraising 
page at https://tinyurl.com/Posttoysfortots.

Toys for Tots is a volunteer organization 
whose goal is to collect new, unwrapped 
toys for kids 0-16, and distribute them to 
children who would not otherwise receive a 
gift during the holiday season. 

“For more than a decade, we’ve been help-
ing Toys for Tots collect toys for children who 
might not otherwise get one,” said Post edi-
tor Judy Reed. “We are humbled and grateful 
at the community’s response to helping oth-
ers in need, and hope everyone will consider 
giving to this program, which helps less for-
tunate children have a merrier Christmas.” 
The program runs now through December 
14. Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to our 

office at 36 E. Ma-
ple Street in Cedar 
Springs, Monday 
and Thursday, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., 
and Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 
noon to 5 p.m. If 
you can’t make 
those times, call us 
at (616)-696-3655 
to make other ar-
rangements.

If you’d like to make a monetary do-
nation instead, just go to https://tinyurl.
com/Posttoysfortots. Our goal is $500.  
All donations through Team and Personal 
pages are managed with the same 97 percent 
to 3 percent program to support ratio as any 
other form of dollar donation to the program, 
with over 97 percent of your donations go-
ing to the mission of providing toys, books, 
and other gifts to less fortunate children. 

Tony and Janet Blackall, 
military veterans and the 
owners of Blackall Rac-
ing, recently shipped out 
their professional motor-
cycle racing teams #patri-
oticpackages to active duty 
military—packages that 
residents in Cedar Springs 
helped pack.

The couple had a booth in 
the Heart of Cedar Springs 
on October 3, when people 
celebrated what would have 
normally been Red Flannel 
Day.

“We collected 200 care 
packages over the course 
of our 2020 MotoAmerica 
racing series from numer-
ous events, including Red 
Flannel in Cedar Springs, 
who packed 55 bags,” ex-
plained Janet. “Our team 
provided everything neces-
sary to pack the care pack-
age and requested our fans to write a note or draw a picture to 
include in the care package.”

In the care packages are snacks (candy, gum, trail mix, gra-
nola bars) a handwritten note from a fan, a Blackall racing 
decal and a note from the Blackall team.

She said the packages shipped out to the activated Army Na-
tional Guard Unit from Michigan, who is deployed overseas.

Janet said she is thankful for all the fans who helped pack 
the bags and their sponsors, who helped to make it possible.

plasma has been shipping out to local hospitals three times 
faster than it is coming in. To date, the organization has 
been able to meet the needs of hospitals with the assistance 
of other blood centers. However, with COVID cases rising 
across the country, Versiti is fearful that those backup re-
sources might soon not be available.

“Currently inventory levels of COVID convalescent plas-
ma are an enormous concern; our inventory levels have 

PlasmaPlasma
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

dwindled from four weeks to four days,” said Dr. Waxman. 
“We’re pleading with the community – if you’ve been di-
agnosed with COVID and have been symptom free for 14 
days, please consider giving an hour of your time to help 
others who are facing an uphill climb in battling the virus.”

Individuals who have previously donated COVID conva-
lescent plasma are asked to call 1-866-642-5663 to make 
another appointment. CCP donors are generally eligible to 
donate up to 12 times.

Those who are interested in donating COVID convales-
cent plasma for the first time are asked to visit versiti.org/
covid19plasma.
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City to hold special meeting

Kent County certifies 
general election results
Clerk Lisa Posthumus Lyons reaffirms confidence in 

accurate, secure, and transparent process

Sand Lake drain appeal dismissed

The Kent County Board 
of Canvassers has certified 
the Kent County results of 
the November 3, 2020 Gen-
eral Election. 

“The work that the Can-
vassers do is critically 
important, as it’s the final 
checks-and-balances in our 
process. I want to commend 
our Board of Canvassers for 
their diligent work and ded-
ication to reaffirming that 
Kent County’s election was 
secure, accurate, and trans-
parent,” said Kent County 
Clerk Lisa Posthumus Ly-
ons. 

The County Board of 
Canvassers, composed of 
two Republicans and two 
Democrats, reviews the 
precinct materials from 
Election Day (list of vot-
ers, tabulator tapes, election 

worker notes and reports) 
and double checks those 
results against results elec-
tronically submitted to the 
county to ensure the bal-
ance between the number of 
votes reported vs. the num-
ber of ballots issued.

The board also verifies 
that the results in the coun-
ty’s Election Management 
Software matches the re-
sults printed by each tabu-
lator. During this process, 
the Board often re-tabulates 
any precinct that does not 
balance. If there was any 
irregularity in the tabula-
tion of votes cast, the Board 
of Canvassers would catch 
that discrepancy. Board 
proceedings are always 
open to the public and they 
encourage media and public 
to observe the canvass.

According to Deputy 
Clerk Rob Macomber, the 
Board of Canvassers con-
vened on Thursday, No-
vember 5, meeting each 
weekday, open to the pub-
lic, until completing the 
canvass Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17. The law requires the 
canvass to be completed no 
later than two weeks after 
each Election Day. The of-
ficial county canvass doc-
uments were scheduled to 
be delivered Wednesday to 
the state Bureau of Elec-
tions for inclusion in the 
statewide canvass. With the 
canvass concluded, candi-
dates have until Monday, 
November 23 to request a 
county-level recount.

Now that the canvass 
is completed, and after 
statewide certification, the 

County Clerk’s office will 
conduct the legally required 
post-election audits in ran-
domly-selected precincts 
where they perform a num-
ber of additional measures 
to verify that the election 
was administered correctly 
and that results were ac-
curate. Among those addi-
tional steps is the conduct 
of manual hand-recounts of 
the ballots in two contested 
races.

“Michigan’s process of 
conducting elections is de-
liberative and extensive,” 
said Lyons. “Counting ev-
ery legal vote accurately 
is our number one priority, 
and we spend a month af-
ter every election to ensure 
that Kent County elections 
are secure, transparent, and 
fair.” 

The City of Cedar Springs will hold a special meeting Thurs-
day evening to consider an amendment to the ordinance regard-
ing the Cedar Springs Planning Commission.

According to City Manager Mike Womack, the city planning 
commission has not been op-
erational for awhile due to the 
resignation of five members 
from the nine-member board. 
He said the resignations were 
for various reasons, but it has 
left them without a quorum 
(five).

Last week the City Council 
had a first reading of changes 
in the ordinance. It would in-
clude changing the number 
of Planning Commissioners 
from nine to seven, which 
would make four a quorum. 
They may also give them a 
small stipend, maybe $500 for 
the year. Currently they are not 

paid. It’s hoped this would encourage people to serve.
The meeting will take place via ZOOM at 7 p.m. To join the 

meeting, go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83544022564 Meet-
ing ID: 83544022564, see details in their legal notice on page 13.

By Judy Reed

It looks like the apportionment of percent of 
benefits calculated for property owners on the 
proposed Sand Lake Drain improvement will 
not change.

A Board of Review, consisting of three mem-
bers appointed by the Kent County Probate 
Court, held a day-long ZOOM meeting on the 
issue on Thursday, November 12, after several 
property owners filed an appeal. After the hours-
long meeting and a drive to the area by the panel 
to see the properties involved, the members vot-
ed to dismiss the appeal and uphold the appor-
tionment of benefits as determined by the Drain 
Commissioner. The vote was unanimous.

Those that brought the appeal included prop-
erties owned by Sand Lake Company, LLC, 
the Dean and Kristie Wall Trust, Helena Ranch 
LTD., and Bill D LLC.

“Upon such review and hearing, we found 
the said apportionment for the Sand Lake Drain 
in Kent County to be without manifest error or 
inequality and declared the same to be just and 
equitable in every respect,” the panel said in a 
document noting the decision. 

“The appeal, therefore, is DISMISSED, with 
all costs and expenses therefore charged to the 
Appellants, to be ascertained and determined by 
the Kent County Probate Court, as provided by 
Law.”
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection
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Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

He also that is slothful in his work 
is brother to him that is a great waster.

Proverbs 18:9

Too many people 
quit looking for 
work when they 

find a job.

Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655
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by Jon Huizenga

Meeting Virtually Sundays at 10 AM 
facebook.com/riseupchurch

Help, my anxiety 
switch is stuck ON!

I had a conversation with a nurse who is under the stress 
of caring for patients, her family and herself in this height-
ened COVID-19 moment. After we talked, I thought, “Her 
anxiety switch is stuck on ON.” I recognized that because 
it happens to me. Does it to you? You get so caught up in 
the noises in your head and in the world that it is hard to 
concentrate on anything. Your mind is flitting around, not 
landing anywhere. In her case, she has good reasons for 
anxiety. There are many things for her to think through and 
handle carefully. And there are dangers.

What she said was, “I need to get some exercise and talk 
to God about it.” Yep. That sounds about perfect.

I do not know if I can help you with exercise. But I can 

help you talk to God about it! Try this if your anxiety switch 
is stuck on ON: 

Stop flitting around. Take three to five deep breaths. Then, 
read these words from the Bible, maybe out loud:

I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from?

2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth.

3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber;

4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep.

5 The Lord watches over you— 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;

6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night.

7 The Lord will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life;

8 the Lord will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore.

( Psalm 121, New International Version)
Jesus, also known as God’s Son, often called “Imman-

uel,” which means “God-with-us,” said the same thing in 
short form:

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27 
NIV)

After you read, here is a prayer you could pray:
God, I turn down the noise and the flitting around and 

I pause to listen to you. Where does peace come from? It 
comes from you, God the Father, maker of the heavens and 
the earth. It comes from you, Lord Jesus, forgiver, healer, 
and king. It comes from you, Holy Spirit, the helper Jesus 
promised to send. You are offering peace. I receive it right 
now. Help me embrace it and lean into it. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.
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RONALD R. BURT
December 9, 1955 – November 22, 2012

Love, remembered and held so dear,
In our minds and hearts you’re always near.

In loving memory,
Sharon, Heather & Lindsay

BILLIE JO CLARK
Billie Jo Clark age 
69 of Sparta passed 
away Saturday, 
November 14, 
2020 at Spectrum 
Health Butterworth 
Campus. Billie was 
born October 5, 
1951 in Lansing, 
MI the daughter of 
William and Betty (Paepke) Baxter. She 
enjoyed shopping, camping and day trips to 
the casino. She was a member of the Cedar 
Springs American Legion. She loved her 
family and was a true southern lady. They 
loved her southern sayings and infectious 
laugh. Surviving are her husband, Donald; 
sons, Billy (Lorri) Garlick, Cliff Garlick; 
step-daughter, Carley (Josh) Baeseman; 
grandchildren, Danielle (Jason) Justice, 
Brock (Ali) Garlick, Lacy Garlick, Emma, 
Addison and Tank Baeseman; great-
grandchildren, Bryce, Karson and Everett; 
sisters, Sharon Sheller and Shelia Ingraham; 
nieces and nephews. The family will greet 
friends Friday, November 20 from 12:00 
p.m. until time of service at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Ross Merlington officiating. 
Interment Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar 
Springs. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Cedar Springs American 
Legion Auxiliary.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

DOROTHY PHILLIPS

MemorialMemorial

Dorothy Helen Phillips, age 
93 died Tuesday evening, 
November 10, 2020 at her 
daughter’s home in Newaygo, 
Michigan. Dorothy was born 
May 14, 1927 in Chicago 
Illinois, the daughter of Joseph 
and Helen (Slamkowski) 
Jastrzubski. Dorothy lived most 
of her young life in Ludington 
with her mother, father and brother on the 
family farm on Hanson Road. She attended 
Ludington High School graduating in 1945. 
After high school, Dorothy moved to Grand 
Rapids to attend Grand Rapids Beauty 
School where she received her cosmetology 
license and met the love of her life, James 
Phillips. They were married December 
1951 and moved to Sand Lake where she 
lived many many years. Jim and Dorothy 
had the Sand Bar in Sand Lake where she 
was known for her corn beef and cabbage 
on Saint Paddy‘s Day. Jim and Dorothy 
loved their grandchildren and were always 
available to care for Shea and Angie when 
needed. More than anything, Dorothy loved 
her children and was a constant support for 
them, driving them to practices and cheering 
them on at football games and cheerleading. 
She also began the tradition of Friday night 
homemade pizza which many of the kids still 
do today. Dorothy’s Catholic religion was 
very important to her and she instilled that 
into her children. She attended Mary Queen 
of Apostles Church in Sand Lake for years 
then Saint John Paul II in Cedar Springs. 
Dorothy was a secretary at Tri-County High 
School for a time which was a job she loved. 
After Jim passed in 1996, Dorothy traveled 

to Israel to experience the Holy 
Land. Another thing she loved 
most of all was dancing and that 
is where she met her dancing 
partner, Vern Denhoff. They 
were a constant at the Polish 
halls on Pulaski Days for years 
as well as dancing anywhere 
they could throughout the state. 
And not only did she love to 

dance but she was a fashion statement doing 
it with her notorious flowing skirts, high heels 
and glowing smile. She is survived by her 
children, James (Robin) Phillips Jr, Michael 
(Elle) Phillips, Dawn (Dan) Borreson and 
Trish (Jay) Round; grandchildren, Shealynn 
(Mani) Franquez, Angela (Steve) Royce, 
Erica (Derek) Rovey, Ingrid (Nolan) Miller; 
seven great-grandchildren and nine great-
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, James Phillips Sr; 
brother, Edward Stremski and granddaughter, 
Bailey Borreson. The family will meet with 
friends Saturday, November 21 from 11:00 
a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. A graveside 
service will follow at 1:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Cemetery, Sand Lake, officiated by 
Rev. Fr. Lam Le. Memorial contributions 
may be made to Emmanuel Hospice and 
Saint John Paul II Church, Cedar Springs, 
MI. A special thanks to the wonderful 
caregivers that have helped Dorothy over the 
last few years especially Jodi, Eleesha and 
Kasie, the Meadowlark and Green House 
staff and Emmanuel Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

According to Kent County Drain Commissioner Ken Yonker 
the drain was first established in 1900. In 1915, the pipe was up-
graded from a 9-inch to a 15-inch. It’s now 105 years old. They 
did some maintenance on it in 1922. There have been some spot 
repairs, but the last time the county did anything with it was in 
1994.

The drain fell on to the county’s radar last year when two 
property owners had the Village of Sand Lake petition the coun-
ty to repair the drain due to sinkholes in their yards. The clay 
tiles were reportedly collapsing, leading the drain commission 
to establish a board of review to consider upgrading the drain. 
It was approved in February, but property owners only recent-
ly found out what their part of the fee for the $633,000 project 
would be. While some property owners will only pay a few hun-
dred dollars over six years, others will pay much more, since the 
apportionment is based on how much a property benefits from 
the upgrade. For instance, Dean Wall will be assessed about 
$135,000 combined on the several pieces of property he owns. 
He was one of the parties that appealed the Drain Commission-
er’s assessment. 

Yonker said that the contractors will proceed with the project 
as far as they can go before bad weather.

Wednesday. A month ago, they had 14 COVID-positive inpa-
tients. Mercy Health Muskegon had 142 Wednesday.

We asked how many are classified as critical, and what their 
survival rate looks like. “Typically, about 20 percent of our hos-
pitalized COVID-positive are classified as being in critical con-
dition,” explained Biersack. “Patients who are critically ill tend 
to stay nearly twice as long as other patients, and those who re-
quire ventilators longer still. It’s important to remember that the 
majority of cases of COVID-19 have no or mild symptoms, so 
the survival rate is difficult to assess. Additionally, new drug ther-
apies have shown to reduce mortality, and we’re seeing that these 
current treatments are more effective than those we were using in 
the spring.”
Staffing

John Norton, a spokesperson for Spectrum United, Kelsey, and 
Big Rapids Hospitals, said they are seeing staffing challenges. 
“We’re experiencing staffing challenges as we have employees 
test positive and will then go on quarantine,” he explained. Ac-
cording to the Spectrum Health dashboard at https://www.spec-
trumhealth.org/covid19, 72 staff were positive Tuesday.

Mercy Health is seeing those same challenges. “Staffing is chal-
lenged right now as we care for an increasing number of COVID 
and non-COVID patients,” explained Dr. Biersack. “We are bring-
ing in nurses from across Mercy Health and St. Joe’s hospitals. 
We’re also working with our national system, Trinity Health, to 
recruit out of state nurses through its First Choice and visiting 
nurse programs. A virtual career fair was held this week to help re-
cruit more nurses into our system. Mercy Health is also looking to 
re-deploy other available clinical staff to support front line patient 
needs in non-COVID areas.” 

Biersack did not have an exact number on how many staff mem-
bers have COVID-19. “It’s a number that is rapidly in flux, but fair 
to say, like the rates in the general community, higher than we’d 
like. This adds to the challenge of caring for a rapidly increasing 
number of COVID-positive patients.
Capacity

How are they doing on capacity? 
Bruce Rossman, with Spectrum Health, explained their plans on 

maintaining the capacity to care for COVID-19 patients. “Spec-

HospitalsHospitals
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

trum Health has 1,850 licensed beds in its system. All our hos-
pitals have “ plans in place to shift bed type and capacity based 
on clinical need. In addition, we have the ability to convert some 
areas of our hospitals, such as rooms associated with surgery, into 
patient rooms. We also have contingency plans in place for pa-
tient overflow areas and continue to investigate additional surge 
locations.”

Dr. Biersack said that Mercy Health Saint Mary’s still has ca-
pacity, but they are delaying some types of elective surgeries to 
ensure they have room to care for both COVID patients and non-
COVID patients who still need important medical care.
PPE

Both Spectrum Health and Mercy Health systems have enough 
PPE gear on hand to last greater than 30 days. That would include 
N95 masks, surgical masks, gowns, gloves, and eye protection.

“We currently have enough supplies on hand per current CDC 
guidelines and continue to watch supply and demand daily,” said 
Dr. Biersack. “We have our own distribution center in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, which enables us to quickly meet the varying needs of 
our hospitals. We continue to closely monitor key resources and 
meet regularly with supply chain counterparts in our other health 
systems and our national organization to stay aligned.”
What have they learned about treatment 
since last spring?

“We have learned so much about the disease, treatment options, 
how it’s spread and therefore how to protect other patients and 
staff,” explained Dr. Biersack. “Supply chains are much better 
positioned than before, and we have adequate supplies of PPE 
to meet current guidelines. Unfortunately, what’s also different is 
that the community is tired of this pandemic, and more lax now in 
social distancing, masking, etc. These are still important! Please 
help us help our community by continuing to wear a mask, wash 
your hands, and follow social distancing guidelines.”

To follow what’s happening at the hospitals, there are a few 
places you can look.

https://www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19 (scroll down to dash-
board)

https://www.mercyhealth.com/health-and-wellness/
covid-19/#covid (scroll down)

https://tinyurl.com/s33hdn7  Statewide Available PPE and Bed 
tracking 

State Rep. Mark Huizenga-R, of Walker, issued the following 
statement Wednesday regarding the recent rise in COVID-19 cas-
es in Michigan:

“We have entered a critical period as our state fights against this 
wave of COVID-19 infection. Hospitals have communicated to 
us that capacity limits are quickly approaching and these vital fa-
cilities will be overwhelmed if this uptick continues. We have to 
take this seriously.

“So I ask people in the greater Grand Rapids area and across 
the state to do what they can to slow the spread. I understand this 
is a very polarizing time in our nation’s history given. People are 
hesitant to trust what they hear. But opting to discard the advice 
of the medical professionals who are working tirelessly to combat 
this virus isn’t the answer. Blatantly and purposefully disregarding 
the advice of medical professionals doesn’t impact the opposition 
party – it does potentially impact you and those around you.

“We have seen news reports that a vaccine rollout could be com-
ing soon. We must focus on pushing through to the finish line. 
Let’s practice good principles and listen to medical professionals 
while working to protect our communities and our loved ones 
from COVID-19.”



The Knights of Columbus 
have a donor who will match 
up to $2,500 for donations 
made from now to the end of 
November. We are working 
to get an ultrasound machine 
for the Alpha Family Center 
in Cedar Springs. So please 
help us realize this most gen-
erous matching gift. We are 
off to a good start and have 
made it to 36 percent of our 
$25,000 goal. Checks can 
be made out to: Knights of 
Columbus 15889 with “Ul-
trasound” in the memo field 
and mailed to Knights of Co-
lumbus, 3110 17 Mile Road, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or 
drop it off at St. John Paul II church at address above.  100 percent of donations go toward the project. 

Michigan Youth Challenge Academy 
hosting virtual orientations 
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

We will miss our patrons and hope We will miss our patrons and hope 
you all stay safe and well.you all stay safe and well.
We hope to see you We hope to see you SOONSOON..

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE

For the safety of For the safety of 
our volunteers and our volunteers and 
our patrons during the our patrons during the 
current COVID-19 outbreak. current COVID-19 outbreak. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Thanksgiving laughs
Q. If pilgrims traveled on the Mayflower, what do 
college students travel on? 
A. Scholar ships.
Q: What did the turkey say before it was roasted? 
A: Boy! I’m stuffed!
Q: Why do turkeys always go, “gobble, gobble?”
A: Because they never learned good table manners!
Q: What key has legs and can’t open doors? 
A: A Turkey.
Q: What do you call a running turkey? 
A: Fast food.
Q: Why does a pilgrim’s pants always fall down? 
A: Because they wear their belt buckle on their hat.
Q: What’s the best dance to do on Thanksgiving? 
A: The turkey trot
Q: What kind of face does a pilgrim make when he’s in pain? 
A: Pil-grimace.
Q: What was the turkey looking for at ToysRus? 
A: Gobbleheads.
Q: What was the turkey suspected of? 
A: Fowl play.

Exciting challenge for Alpha 
Family ultrasound project

CS United Methodist Church Services
Nov. 22, 29: The Cedar Springs United Methodist church 
is suspending in person worship through November 29, 
2020. Please check us out at www.cedarspringsumc.org 
or on Facebook to see our virtual worship options. #46,47

Craft Show Fundraiser at the CS 
Library Canceled
Nov. 28: The Small Business Craft Show and Fundraiser 
at the Cedar Springs Library scheduled for Saturday 
November 28 has been CANCELED. Please check the 
Library’s website for updates on events. #47,48
 

DOUBLE

YOUR DONATION

BATTLE CREEK, Mich. (No-
vember 12, 2020) – The Michigan 

Youth Challenge Academy, a free-
of-cost, residential education program 
for teenagers struggling in school, is 

hosting virtual informational ori-
entations for young adults and 
parents/guardians. Orientation is 

a mandatory step in the application 
process for those applying to enter 

the next cycle which starts January 
17, 2021. Qualified candidates are 

between the ages of 16 and 18 and 
must voluntarily apply to the program, 
which applies the military model to al-
ternative education.

The Michigan Youth Challenge 
Academy (MYCA) offers youth a 
chance to take control of their future 

by providing life skills, education-
al opportunities and job preparation. 
Cadets may earn a high school diplo-
ma, GED, or recover credits over the 
22-week residential phase. They also 
engage in activities to develop leader-
ship skills, teamwork, physical fitness, 
employment skills and civic responsi-
bility. The MYCA is a program of the 
National Guard; however, there is no 
obligation to enter military service.

Attendees must RSVP by contact-
ing recruiters Joan Miller at (517) 
898-2856 or Frank Vasquez at (517) 
256-6682. For more information, vis-
it www.michigan.gov/myca.

 

The Cedar Springs POST
Newspaper
6,582 people like this 
6,751 people follow this

107 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org

The Cedar Springs Library is currently
WE ARE OPEN!!!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
with LIMITED CAPACITY

Masks are required
**CURBSIDE SERVICES WILL 

CONTINUE ALWAYS**
Computers - 30 minute limit
Study Rooms - 1 hour limit

Browse Books/DVD’s - Short Visit
Playroom will remain CLOSED
Programs will remain ONLINE

MON-FRI 10AM-6PM • SAT 9AM-12PM 
NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.  |  1-877-243-2466 (toll free)

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Thursday: Closed
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Curbside Pickup Service  Now Available at All KDL locations!
visit kdl.org for details



Earn Bonus Points or Cash Back for Qualifying 
Purchases using your Credit Card.
Earn Bonus Points or Cash Back for Qualifying 
Purchases using your Credit Card.

Credit CardCredit Card
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Save This Holiday Season
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everything we can to reduce the community spread and decrease 
the number of Red Hawks absent so we can get back to learning 
in-person on December 8!” 

Creative Technologies Academy also made the decision last 
week to go completely remote. Students did not report to school 
beginning November 12.

“We did not have any confirmed positives at the time, but we 
had 40 percent of the staff in quarantine or waiting on test re-
sults,” said Superintendent Autumn Mattson. “We didn’t have the 
staff to support teaching and learning, so decided to go remote. 
Since then, some kids and staff have tested positive, so we made 
the right call.”

Mattson said they plan to return to in-person learning on De-
cember 7. 

If any CTA parents have questions about the remote learning, 
you can get answers to some questions at https://www.ctacharg-
ers.org/page/remote-learning.

greatest source of spread, and sharply limit-
ing them is our focus,” said MDHHS Director 
Robert Gordon. “The order is targeted and tem-
porary, but a terrible loss of life will be forever 
unless we act. By coming together today, we can 
save thousands of lives.”

The order, which took effect Wednesday, Nov. 
18, is not a blanket stay-home action like in the 
spring. The order leaves open work that cannot 
be performed from home, including for manu-
facturing, construction and health occupations. Outdoor gatherings, outdoor dining and 
parks remain open.

Individualized activities with distancing and face masks are still allowed: retail shop-
ping; public transit; restaurant takeout; personal-care services such as haircuts, by ap-
pointment; and individualized exercise at a gym, with extra spacing between machines.

 “The data we are seeing is alarming. COVID-19 is impacting every area of our state. 
Our healthcare systems are becoming overwhelmed, and our contact tracers cannot keep 
up,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical executive and chief deputy for health at 
MDHHS. “If we do not act now, we risk thousands more deaths, 
and even more people having long-term health consequences. 
The actions we are taking today are the best opportunity we have 
to get this virus under control.”

“In the spring, we listened to public health experts, stomped 
the curve, and saved thousands of lives together. Now, we must 
channel that same energy and join forces again to protect our 
families, frontline workers and small businesses,” said Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. 

Not everyone agrees that the action would protect small busi-
nesses. In fact, it’s just the opposite. The Michigan Restaurant 
and Lodging Association (MRLA) has filed suit in federal court 
for injunctive relief from the new order, which has prohibited 
indoor dining for the second time this year.

“We have taken this action only after careful deliber-
ation and as the last available option to prevent the out-
right devastation of restaurant operators and their hun-
dreds of thousands of employees across the state,” said 
Justin Winslow, President & CEO, in a news release. 
 “We want to be clear that we made several good faith efforts 
in advance of the public release of the Order issued November 
15 to reach a compromise with the MDHHS that would have 
supported the goal of minimizing risk while still allowing for the 
continued operation of dining rooms. 

“The MRLA committed to substantially increased restrictions 
on our industry, including reducing capacity in restaurants to 25 
percent and implementing a 10 p.m. curfew for the duration of 
the Order. While our proposal would undeniably challenge an al-
ready beleaguered industry, it was presented to Director Gordon 
and the Executive Office of the Governor in earnest to stave off 
the far worse impact of outright closure.”

According to Wilson, the following are important facts to con-
sider regarding closing indoor dining:

 The COVID-19 Outbreak Investigation data tracked by the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDH-
HS) attributes approximately 4.3% of all outbreaks to restaurants 
statewide.  

Despite serving millions of Michiganders each day, there are a 
total of (8) investigations statewide involving a restaurant patron.

MRLA survey data suggests more than 40% of restaurants will 
close, at least temporarily, if dining rooms are closed.

Approximately 250,000 employees are likely to be laid off 
from restaurants over the holiday season. With no federal funds 
and an exhausted Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund, it is 
unclear where the revenue will derive to finance the influx of 
claims.

If the closure is prolonged and federal stimulus dollars are not 
made immediately available, upwards of 6,000 more restaurants 
will permanently close by spring. For the record, approximately 
2,000 restaurants have already closed their doors permanently in 
Michigan in 2020.

MDHHS Director Robert Gordon
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SPORTSSPORTS
Bowers medals at Michigan 
Meet of Champions

Golf team earns Academic 
All-State honors

Cedar Springs senior Corey Bowers at the Michigan Meet of 
Champions. Courtesy photo.

Senior Corey Bowers of 
the Cedar Springs Cross 
Country team laced up his 
spikes last Saturday for one 
last race of his high school 
career. He ran in the 2020 
MITCA Michigan Meet of 
Champions on November 
14, on the cross country 
course located in Freeland, 
Michigan.

 MITCA hosted this meet 
in order to give the best ath-
letes from the state a chance 
to go head to head despite 
division.  Bowers’ lifetime 
personal best qualified him 
to run in the elite boys team 
race.  Earlier in the week, 
the five sponsors of the race 
held a virtual draft where 

each got to pick their teams 
consisting of 14 boys.  Ann 
Arbor Running Club picked 
up Bowers in an eighth-
round pick. 

“Corey’s goal at this race 
was to channel all of the 
things he’s learned from his 
successes and failures over 
the past four years and just 
enjoy the race as an experi-
enced veteran racer in the 
best shape of his life. No 
need to overthink this one. 
Most of the best runners in 
the state were there and he 
competed with the best of 
them. With the way things 
are going, we’re just grate-
ful to have been able to at-
tend one more race with our 

peers while we can. There 
was more focus on simply 
enjoying the experience 
than anything, and I think 
he reaped the benefits of 
that mindset,” said Coach 
Justin Jones.

Going into the race, Bow-
ers was hoping to bounce 
back from a tough regional 
and an even tougher state 
meet.  He ended up running 
one of his best races finish-
ing at 15:41 in the 15th spot 
and earning a medal in the 
very competitive race.  

“The kid admittedly had 
some tough luck at the state 
meet. A man’s character is 
not defined by one moment, 
one race, or one time—but 

by how you respond to fail-
ure and how you handle 
success. Get bitter or get 
better. He responded with 
arguably the best race of his 
career and was determined 
to bounce back,” said Coach 
Jones.  “In our program, we 
call these key experiences, 
and we make sure to nev-
er let them just pass us by. 
They’re defining moments 
that dynamically shape who 
you are as an athlete and 
as a man. When things get 
tough, he can look back on 
this and remember how to 
bounce back with a relent-
less drive and humility. I’m 
glad he got to finish his ca-
reer on a major high note.”

The 2020 Cedar Springs Varsity Girls 
Golf Team has earned Academic All-State 
honors. There was uncertainty about this 
season given a new conference, new for-
mat for matches, new coaches, and a new 
team, but this team deserves some recogni-
tion. MIGCA, the Michigan Golf Coaches 
Association, provides Academic All-State 
recognition for teams meeting the follow-
ing criteria.

Five members from the same team who 
each competed in the Regional tournament.

Minimum combined GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0 
scale.

The team earning Academic All-State in-
cludes:

Jenna Powell (Senior, All-Conference 
Honorable Mention)

Kaelyn Colclasure (Senior)
Kaleigh Hull (Senior)
Morgan Merlington (Junior)
MayLynne Hath (Junior)
“I am really proud of our girls’ accom-

plishments both on the course and especial-
ly in the classroom,” said Coach Tim Rel-
ich. “Their efforts reinforce the value that 
we have stressed throughout our season that 
academics are our priority.”

 

Our Services: 
• Short-Term Rehabilitation  
• Skilled Nursing  
• Long-Term Care  
• Hospice Care  
• Respite Stays  
• Cardiac Rehab Services 
• Stroke Rehab Services 

WHO IS MISSION POINT HEALTHCARE SERVICES? 

With 20 facilities across the state, we are never far away. 
Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day. 

Mission Point Healthcare Services is a full service health care management company located 
throughout the Detroit-Metro, greater Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan regions. 
Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
consisting of over 1,690 skilled nursing beds. Mission Point’s services offered are physical 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing care, wound care, hospice care, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
have individualized goals to help them return to their 
prior level of function and to return home safe and 
independently. 

m i s s i o n p o i n t h e a l t h c a r e . c o m  
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BOYS TENNIS
Trevor Marshall
Trevor is a captain of this 
team and was a leader on 
and off the court. Trevor 
would lead pre-match 
stretching and lead the Red 
Hawks cheer after practice 
and before competitions. 
He is a kind soul that 
would make friends with 
his competition and often 
chat with them after the 

match. Trevor’s game got stronger, throughout the 
season, as did his perseverance and confidence.

BOYS TENNIS
Ethan Plummer
Ethan is a captain 
of his team and has 
demonstrated admirable 
leadership qualities this 
season. He has competed 
at the highest level and has 
encouraged his teammates 
to do the same. He is a 
fierce competitor on the 
tennis court, and actively 
cheers his teammates 
on whenever he gets the 

chance. Ethan finished the season defeating the 
number 3 seed at the regional tournament and was 
selected as an All-Conference player.

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER

400 Jeffrey St. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319 | (616) 696-0170

Athletes of the Month 
is brought to you by: 

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed
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Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 
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Free Estimates

 

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

MHSAA announces schedule to 
complete fall Sports, resume winter

EAST LANSING, Mich. 
– Nov. 18 – The Representa-
tive Council of the Michigan 
High School Athletic Associ-
ation approved Wednesday 
an adjusted schedule to re-
start and conclude Fall Tour-
naments in football, girls 
volleyball and girls swim-
ming & diving, and also to 

resume Winter sports after 
the three-week “pause” in 
activity ordered by the Mich-
igan Department of Health 
and Human Services (MDH-
HS) scheduled to end Dec. 9.

The MDHHS announced 
Nov. 15 a three-week pause 
to various activities includ-
ing school sports, effective 

Nov. 18, in hopes of halting 
the state’s rising infections 
due to COVID-19.

The volleyball and swim-
ming & diving tournaments 
have one week remaining, 
with MHSAA Finals for both 
previously scheduled for 
Nov. 21. The 11 and 8-Play-
er Football Playoffs also are 
nearing their conclusions, 
with the 8-player postseason 
two games from completion 
and 11-player down to its 
final three rounds. Winter 
practices for all but boys bas-
ketball, bowling, skiing and 
wrestling had begun for high 
school teams.

If allowed by the MDH-
HS, practice would resume 
for all three Fall sports Dec. 
9, with tournaments sched-
uled as follows:

Volleyball: Quarterfinals 
in all four divisions would 
be played Tuesday, Dec. 15, 
with Semifinals played Dec. 
17-18 and Finals on Satur-
day, Dec. 19. Those final two 
rounds would be played at 
Battle Creek’s Kellogg Are-
na, as previously scheduled.



Teachers brought the recent national election to relatable and 
age-appropriate levels in the classrooms. In the elementary 
building, students explored the concepts of voting and elections 
through read alouds such as Duck For President, and cast ballots 
in mock elections and learned about how the electoral college pro-
cess works. Middle schoolers learned about the election process 
with Social Studies teacher Mrs. Marsman through a student-led 
Kid Explorer video presentation. By completing this project they 
learned the answers to questions such as: What are the require-
ments to become President? How do elections work? What is the 
Electoral College? Which amendments guarantee voting rights? 
What are political parties? And what are checks and balances?

In the high school, Government teacher Mr. Washington fo-
cused on the purposes, organization, powers, processes, and elec-
tion of the executive branch of the United States, and the roles and 
responsibilities of the President. Mr. Washington taught students 
in his other Social Studies classes the components of a profession-
al and respectful debate, and students had the opportunity to put 
these new skills into practice.

Ms. Alexis Lucarelli
This is Ms. Lucarelli’’s first 

year at CTA. She teaches 6th 
grade Science and 6th-8th grade 
ELA. Ms. Lucarelli graduated 
from Cornerstone University 
and lives in Cedar Springs. Her 
passion for investing in the lives 
of young people is evident in 
the energy she brings each day. 
Ms. Lucarelli works to make her 
classroom a positive and fun en-
vironment for her students.

Ms. Megan Kilts
Ms. Kilts is in her first year at 

CTA, teaching high school En-
glish. She is a graduate of Grand 
Valley State University and a Ce-
dar Springs native. Ms. Kilts en-
joys being a part of our communi-
ty of students, families, and staff. 
She aims to spread her love of lit-
erature to her students through a 
variety of activities. High school 
Chargers are fortunate to have 
her lead their learning.

Ms. Meredith Lane
Ms. Lane is in her second year 

of teaching 2nd grade at CTA. 
Ms. Lane continues to share her 
passion for providing real world 
experiences and hands-on learn-
ing to her students on a regular 
basis. Her engaging and animat-
ed teaching style creates a posi-
tive learning environment for her 
Chargers.

Ms. Gabby Schatz
Ms. Schatz is new to CTA as 

the 3rd grade teacher and in her 
first year teaching, although she 
seems like a natural. Ms. Schatz 
hails from Central Michigan 
University and resides in Cedar 
Springs. She loves being out-
doors, fishing, and gardening, 
and brings her love of the out-
doors and love of learning into 
her classroom.

CTA Featured Staff 
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SPORTSSPORTS

Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!
Civic Duty of Voting is 
practiced in the classroom

4th grade student Gwen Middlebrook cast her ballot for 
her favorite animal, sport, ice cream flavor and more.

Meredith Lane

Gabby Schatz

Alexi Lucarelli

Megan Kilts

Building Character One Trait At A Time
Each month, CTA focuses 

on a character trait that stu-
dents and staff learn about 
and implement into school, 
home, and community. Stu-
dents have daily opportuni-
ties to demonstrate that char-
acter trait.

At the elementary level, 
classroom teachers spend 
time each day discussing and 
teaching around this trait with 
their students, and Elementa-
ry Principal Mrs. Bialkowski 
does a weekly lunch greet-
ing to connect with students 
around the character traits. 
Staff gives students character 
cards that fill buckets in the 
elementary entrance. Stu-

dents also have the opportu-
nity to recognize classmates 
they see demonstrating the 
qualities of the monthly trait.

In the secondary building, 
teachers and students dia-
logue around what it looks 
like to live out these charac-
ter traits, and teachers hand 
out nomination slips to stu-
dents they notice are putting 
the featured character trait 
into action. These slips are 
displayed on hallway bulletin 
boards and each nomination 
is entered into a drawing for 
a gift card.

For the month of October, 
the focus was on HARD-
WORKING.

CTA recognized several 
Chargers that were caught 
working hard, and those indi-
viduals that took the time to 
nominate them.
ELEMENTARY
Oaklee Egbert & Callie 
Dunlap - Kindergarten
Nominated by Mrs. Ceglowski
Hayden Fisk - 1st grade

Nominated by Mrs. Perry
Ethan Gambill - 5th grade

Nominated by student 
Abigail Gambill

Liam Rich - 5th grade
Nominated by student 

Linley Campbell
Mya Brinks - 4th grade

Nominated by Ms. Norman

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Tripp Freyling - 6th grade
Caleb Elliot - 7th grade
Cameron Haan - 8th grade

Nominated by Middle 
School Teachers

HIGH SCHOOL
Nadelynn Brinley - 9th grade
John Elliot - 10th grade
Skye Hephner - 11th grade
Ben Goodhue - 12th grade

These students received a 
total of 8 nominations from 
high school teachers.

CTA Chargers are cur-
rently focused on being AP-
PRECIATIVE, November’s 
character trait.



Rain, cool temperatures 
and 40 mph winds created 
challenges for emergency 
responders searching for 
a lost North Carolina man 
on opening day of the 2020 
firearm deer season.

“Sunday night, Conser-
vation Officer Amanda Mc-
Curdy coordinated a suc-
cessful multiagency search 
and rescue for a missing 
hunter,” said Chief Gary 
Hagler, Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division. 
“First responders faced in-
clement weather conditions 
in already challenging ter-
rain. McCurdy’s response, 
with the assistance of sev-
en other conservation offi-
cers and assisting agencies 
successfully resolved this 
search and rescue within six 
hours.”

McCurdy, who has been 

a conservation officer since 
2017, received a call from 
Benzie County Central Dis-
patch at 6:58 p.m. Sunday 
about a missing 75-year-old 
man from Candler, North 
Carolina, with a history of 
health complications. The 
man had been at deer camp 
with friends and family, 
hunting the same spot in 
Benzie County for the last 
20 years.

Due to the weather, the 
group decided not to hunt 
Sunday, and everyone re-
united at the cabin. By 
Sunday afternoon, others 
at camp realized nobody 
had seen or heard from 
their missing friend since 
watching him leave the cab-
in that morning. Familiar 
with their friend’s preferred 
hunting spots, the group 
searched and located the 
man’s vehicle, but no sign 

of him.
While en 

route to the 
scene, lo-
cated off of 
B o e k e l o o 
Road in the 
Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National 
Lakeshore, McCurdy be-
gan requesting assistance 
from conservation officers 
patrolling the surrounding 
area.

McCurdy met two depu-
ties from the Benzie Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and the 
missing man’s friends and 
family, who said the man 
likely would be at one of 
two hunting spots. Mc-
Curdy asked the group to 
lead her to the hunting spots 
so she could begin looking 
for clues to help officers lo-
cate the man.

“The terrain was very 

difficult, thick 
and damp—
not even nav-
igable,” Mc-
Curdy said.

K n o w i n g 
a ground 

search would 
be near impossi-

ble, McCurdy requested he-
licopter assistance from the 
U.S. Coast Guard.

During this time, Mc-
Curdy was joined by seven 
conservation officers, two 
Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
tional Park Service rangers, 
Benzie County Office of 
Emergency Management, 
Frankfort Fire Department, 
Michigan State Police K-9 
Unit, Benzie County EMS 
and members of the Benzie 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Everyone exited the 
woods so the helicopter 

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Colors of 
fall brighten

Now that leaves are down and brown, the colors of fall 
brighten yards for those who feed birds. The first white 
snow will bring out vivid color when cardinal red appears 
like a Christmas ornament lighted from inside. Male North-
ern Cardinals beam with color against a white fluffy coating 
on evergreen boughs. 

The first snow brings excitement for young to old and 
is most enjoyed when large flakes drift slowly without the 
threat of dangerous roads. The threat to bird survival in-
creases with the loss of active insects but avian migration 
has moved many to winter grounds where invertebrate ac-
tivity continues. Locally, bird residents have shifted their 
diet to seeds and hidden dormant bugs. 

Some birds like the Brown Creeper remain almost as hid-
den as dormant insects. I saw one climbing in spirals up a 
large oak but only because its activity captured my eye. The 
brown and white pattern make its feathers almost invisible 
against oak bark. The movement of climbing from the base 
of a tree upward and then flying to the base of another to 
climb is characteristic of its nature niche behavior. As the 
creeper climbs, it probes its long thin curved bill into bark 
crevasses for eggs and inactive insects. The activity easily 
goes unnoticed.

Blue Jay’s back, tail, and head crest are iridescent blue 
and accented with mottled white on feathers. It brings cheer 
to the yard. They arrive decorated with a black necklace 
on a gray breast. Along with the cardinal, jays are colorful 
birds flitting through the yard. Most birds are subdued with 
black, gray, and white but often sport patches of rust color 
like seen on the Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, 
and White-breasted Nuthatch. 

Anticipate that winter will bring Red-breasted Nuthatch-
es, Common Redpolls, Pine Siskins, and Evening Gros-
beaks. All have been reported this fall coming from the 
north but none have paid me a visit this year. A favorite 
with a glowing sun bright yellow on the Evening Grosbeak 
and for our region it has had a limited occurrence in recent 
decades. This year they are a scattered treat arriving this 
far south. Their large size and bright color makes one think 
they would be typical in a southern rainforest. Instead they 
mostly remain north in the boreal conifer forest. When we 
lived in northern Minnesota they were daily regulars at our 
winter feeders. 

The Red-breasted Nuthatch is a northern species that 
more commonly spends the winter in our area than the 
grosbeak. It is most frequently seen among pine and spruce 
trees that establish in yards. The red breast contrasts them 
with the white underside of the White-breasted Nuthatch. 
Even the White-breasted Nuthatch has a touch of cinnamon 
on the belly near the tail. Brighter than cinnamon are red 
feathers covering much of the body on Pine Grosbeaks, but 
they only arrive in eruptive years where they flock to berry 
trees. Keep watch.

Common Redpolls are seldom common winter visitors 
from the north to our region but have arrived this year. Per-
haps this year’s seed production was small in the north forc-
ing birds south. They look a bit like a small House Finch but 
red is restricted to a small tight red cap, black chin, and red 
on the upper breast. Unlike House Finches, redpolls lack 
red on the back. Their bills are pointed and smaller than a 
House Finch’s bulky beak. 

Pine Siskins forego red and have yellow wing bars that 
might be difficult to discern. They look somewhat like a 
female House Finch but have a smaller pointed beak and 
are slimmer.

This year I have not seen five of the species described 
above at our bird restaurant. A Fox Sparrow has been for-
aging on the ground among fallen leaves. Leaf cover is left 
under the front yard sugar maple creating winter habitat. 
This sparrow has dark rust streaking on the breast, a red-
dish-brown back and brighter foxy red tail. 

Even though fall leaf color is gone, enjoy the end of fall 
and throughout the winter with brightened bird colors in 
neighborhoods now that leaves do not block viewing. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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DNR rescues missing hunter near 
Sleeping Bear Dunes

MDARD urges continued vigilance 
after dead spotted lanternfly cases 
identified in Michigan
Freight carriers, warehouse 
workers, and delivery drivers 
should be on the lookout

Spotted lanternflies’ closed wings are dull gray to brown with 
black spots, but with their wings open, they are easy to identify 
due to the bright red on their underwings and yellow and black 
abdomen. Photo courtesy of Richard Gardner, Bugwood.org.

Spotted lanternfly egg masses may be found on vehicles, outdoor 
equipment or anything that has been outside in an infested area. Pho-
to courtesy of Emilie Swackhammer, Penn State University, Bugwood.org.

LANSING, Mich. The Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development (MDARD) is asking freight 
carriers, warehouse workers and delivery drivers to be on 
the lookout for invasive spotted lanternfly after the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) confirmed dead 
spotted lanternfly insects were found in Michigan in recent 
weeks. While the specimens found were dead, these cases 
demonstrate one of the many ways this insect could find 
its way into the state. There is no evidence of established 
populations of spotted lanternfly in Michigan.

“Thanks to the collective efforts of MDARD inspectors, 
alert business owners and USDA, we were able to intercept 
these shipments. These detections showcase the importance 
of being on the continual lookout for invasive species,” said 
Robert Miller, MDARD’s Invasive Species Prevention and 
Response Specialist. “This a great example of the public 
and government agencies working together to keep out un-
wanted pests and protecting our prized natural resources.”

Invasive species are those that are not native and can 
cause harm to the economy, environment, or human health.

First found in the United States in 2014 in southeastern 
Pennsylvania, spotted lanternfly has been spreading rapidly 
across the nation. Infestations have been confirmed in Del-
aware, Virginia, New Jersey, New York, Maryland, West 
Virginia, Connecticut, and Ohio. If introduced, spotted lan-

ternfly could seriously affect Michigan’s agriculture 
and natural resources. This insect could damage more 
than 70 varieties of crops and plants including grapes, 
apples, hops, and hardwood trees.

Spotted lanternfly causes direct damage by sucking 
sap from host plants and secreting large amounts of a 
sugar-rich, sticky liquid called honeydew. This honey-
dew and the resulting black, sooty mold can kill plants 
and foul surfaces. The honeydew often attracts other 
pests, particularly hornets, wasps, and ants, affecting 
outdoor recreation and complicating crop harvests.

MDARD is asking people involved in transporting 
and handling goods or freight to become familiar with 
identifying spotted lanternfly adults and egg masses, 
as both could become attached to vehicles or goods 
themselves and unintentionally be brought into Mich-
igan.

Spotted lanternfly adults are roughly one inch long. 
LANTERNFLY - continues on page 11



search team would have a better chance isolating and iden-
tifying the missing man’s heat signal. With officers sta-
tioned around the national park, Sgt. Dan Bigger, conser-
vation officer supervisor in Benzie County, led the search 
from the air in the helicopter, communicating with the team 
on ground.

At 8:48 p.m., the helicopter crew saw what appeared to 
be a light in the woods. Directed by the helicopter crew, the 
MSP K-9 unit located the missing man, who was stuck in 
the mud, shining a flashlight at the helicopter.

Officers helped the man exit the woods, until a DNR 
off-road vehicle was able to navigate into the woods and 
transport the man the rest of the way. Benzie County EMS 
provided on-site care.

“This search was successful due to the overwhelming 
number of conservation officers and other agencies who 
were willing to help,” McCurdy said. “It was a team effort; 
everyone had an important role to play to ensure this hunter 
didn’tt spend a cold, wet and lonely night in the woods.”

The scene was cleared before midnight. The hunter was 
not admitted to the hospital and as of Monday afternoon is 
expected to make a full recovery.

Michigan conservation officers are fully commissioned 
state peace officers who provide natural resources pro-
tection, ensure recreational safety and protect citizens by 
providing general law enforcement duties and conducting 
lifesaving operations in the communities they serve. These 
officers undergo extensive search and rescue training to 
locate missing persons and have specialized equipment to 
navigate rural and difficult terrain.
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Their folded wings are gray to brown with black spots. 
Open wings reveal a yellow and black abdomen and bright 
red hind wings with black spots transitioning to black and 
white bands at the edge. Egg masses resemble old chewing 
gum, with a gray, waxy, putty-like coating.

If you find a spotted lanternfly egg mass, nymph or adult, 
take one or more photos, make note of the date, time and 
location of the sighting, and report to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development, MDA-Info@
Michigan.gov or call MDARD’s Customer Service Center, 
800-292-3939. If possible, collect a specimen in a container 
for verification.

For additional information on identifying or reporting 
spotted lanternfly, visit Michigan.gov/SpottedLanternfly.

HunterHunter
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

LanternflyLanternfly
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Swimming & Diving: All three Lower Peninsula Finals 
would be conducted Tuesday, Dec. 22 (diving) and Wednes-
day, Dec. 23 (swimming) with three high schools each hosting 
one meet. This allows for a two-week practice window for all 
participating swimmers who previously met and entered qual-
ification times, and for divers who previously qualified at Re-
gional meets.

Football: 11-Player Regional Finals and 8-Player Semifi-
nals would be played Tuesday, Dec. 15, and Wednesday Dec. 
16; 11-Player Semifinals and 8-Player Finals would be played 
Dec. 21-22, the 8-player championship games at Midland 
Community Stadium; 11-Player Finals will be played Monday, 
Dec. 28, and Tuesday Dec. 29 at Ford Field.

For Winter sports, the Council approved resuming practices 
on Dec. 9 if allowed by the MDHHS, with competition to be-
gin Jan. 4.

“We understand where COVID numbers were trending, and 
that’s why we have been supportive of the order to pause,” 
MHSAA Executive Director Mark Uyl said. “But these Fall 
sports deserve closure, and this strategy provides the best op-
portunities without further interruptions to a normal course of 
training and competition.

“A very small percentage of our teams remain active in our 
Fall tournaments, also limiting potential exposure to the virus 
across the state. Meanwhile, by waiting until January to begin 
Winter competition, the Council is allowing our teams to con-
tinue activity but also restricting the mixing of communities to 
further promote reducing COVID spread.”

The Council meets again Dec. 4 for its annual Fall Meeting, 
and at that time will consider possible tournament adjustments 
necessary due to the shortened Winter competition season.

The Representative Council is the 19-member legislative 
body of the MHSAA. All but five are elected by member 
schools. Four members are appointed by the Council to facili-
tate representation of females and minorities, and the 19th po-
sition is occupied by the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
or designee.

t’s no surprise that Americans rank
Thanksgiving among one of their
favorite holidays. Steeped in history and

tradition, Thanksgiving marks a time to bring
your closest family and friends together and
celebrate with a bountiful feast. 

And while most people relish the traditional
Thanksgiving meal, they also enjoy a guilt-free
day of grazing on tasty treats leading up to 
the main event. When hosting a large crowd
for Thanksgiving or any occasion, it’s always 
a good idea to serve a variety of snacks 
to please the many palates in the room. That’s
why popcorn is a great option. 

Plain or buttered, sweetened or spiced, popcorn
can be flavored or even combined with 
other foods like nuts, fruit or cheese to create 
a delicious and nutritious snack. As a whole
grain food, popcorn is a quality carbohydrate
source that is not only low in calories, but also
a good source of fiber. It’s an ideal in-between
meals snack because it satisfies, but doesn’t
spoil your appetite. 

To satisfy your crowd this holiday season, try
these simple popcorn ideas. For kids, mix 
popcorn with toasted pumpkin seeds, raisins
and other diced dried fruit and watch how fast
the bowl empties. A little butter, brown sugar
and cinnamon will satisfy sweet lovers. For
those who like a little spice in their lives, try
this delicious Spicy Cajun Popcorn and Nut
mix – it’s sure to be a crowd-pleaser. 

Spicy Cajun Popcorn and Nuts
Yield: 9 servings

8 cups popped popcorn
1/2 cup toasted, coarsely chopped pecans 
1/2 cup peanuts
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter or margarine, melted
1/4 teaspoon each: dry mustard, garlic powder
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper

• Place popcorn and nuts in large bowl. 

• In small microwave-safe bowl, microwave butter
on HIGH until melted, about 30 seconds. Stir in
dry mustard, garlic powder and cayenne pepper. 

• Drizzle over popcorn mixture and toss well. 

N U T R I T I O NA L  I N F O R M AT I O N :
(Based on 1 serving)
Total Calories 190; Total Fat 17g; Cholesterol
15mg; Sodium 100mg; Carbohydrate 8g; Fiber 2g;
Sugars 1g; Protein 3g

The options for mixing and flavoring popcorn
are truly endless. And you can make these
recipes for popcorn ahead of time leaving you
with one less thing to worry about on the big
day. Just keep it fresh in an air-tight container
or bag, then pop it open, pour it into a bowl
and watch the crowd gobble it up.

And remember, popcorn is also steeped in his-
tory and facts. Try to stump “know-it-all” Aunt
Betsy with some popcorn trivia while you’re
munching away: 

• The oldest ears of popcorn ever were dis-
covered in the Bat Caves of west central
New Mexico in 1948 and 1950. They
turned out to be about 4,000 years old. 

• There are six different types of corn: sweet,
dent, flour, flint, pod and popcorn. Only
popcorn pops. 

• What makes popcorn pop? Water. As the
kernel is heated, the water inside the kernel
turns into steam. The pressure builds until
the kernel finally explodes and the insides
turn out.

• The average American consumes 54 quarts
of popcorn a year!

For more fun facts about popcorn and
other great-tasting popcorn recipes,
visit www.popcorn.org.

Feast
I

Fact or Myth?
Popcorn was served at the first Thanksgiving. 

Answer:
Myth. There is no indication that popcorn

had made its way East at the time of the 

earliest settlers.

Make Popcorn 
the Appetizer to Your

For more great popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org.
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Popcorn

Thanksgiving

t’s no surprise that Americans rank
Thanksgiving among one of their
favorite holidays. Steeped in history and

tradition, Thanksgiving marks a time to bring
your closest family and friends together and
celebrate with a bountiful feast. 

And while most people relish the traditional
Thanksgiving meal, they also enjoy a guilt-free
day of grazing on tasty treats leading up to 
the main event. When hosting a large crowd
for Thanksgiving or any occasion, it’s always 
a good idea to serve a variety of snacks 
to please the many palates in the room. That’s
why popcorn is a great option. 

Plain or buttered, sweetened or spiced, popcorn
can be flavored or even combined with 
other foods like nuts, fruit or cheese to create 
a delicious and nutritious snack. As a whole
grain food, popcorn is a quality carbohydrate
source that is not only low in calories, but also
a good source of fiber. It’s an ideal in-between
meals snack because it satisfies, but doesn’t
spoil your appetite. 

To satisfy your crowd this holiday season, try
these simple popcorn ideas. For kids, mix 
popcorn with toasted pumpkin seeds, raisins
and other diced dried fruit and watch how fast
the bowl empties. A little butter, brown sugar
and cinnamon will satisfy sweet lovers. For
those who like a little spice in their lives, try
this delicious Spicy Cajun Popcorn and Nut
mix – it’s sure to be a crowd-pleaser. 

Spicy Cajun Popcorn and Nuts
Yield: 9 servings

8 cups popped popcorn
1/2 cup toasted, coarsely chopped pecans 
1/2 cup peanuts
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter or margarine, melted
1/4 teaspoon each: dry mustard, garlic powder
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper

• Place popcorn and nuts in large bowl. 

• In small microwave-safe bowl, microwave butter
on HIGH until melted, about 30 seconds. Stir in
dry mustard, garlic powder and cayenne pepper. 

• Drizzle over popcorn mixture and toss well. 

N U T R I T I O NA L  I N F O R M AT I O N :
(Based on 1 serving)
Total Calories 190; Total Fat 17g; Cholesterol
15mg; Sodium 100mg; Carbohydrate 8g; Fiber 2g;
Sugars 1g; Protein 3g

The options for mixing and flavoring popcorn
are truly endless. And you can make these
recipes for popcorn ahead of time leaving you
with one less thing to worry about on the big
day. Just keep it fresh in an air-tight container
or bag, then pop it open, pour it into a bowl
and watch the crowd gobble it up.

And remember, popcorn is also steeped in his-
tory and facts. Try to stump “know-it-all” Aunt
Betsy with some popcorn trivia while you’re
munching away: 

• The oldest ears of popcorn ever were dis-
covered in the Bat Caves of west central
New Mexico in 1948 and 1950. They
turned out to be about 4,000 years old. 

• There are six different types of corn: sweet,
dent, flour, flint, pod and popcorn. Only
popcorn pops. 

• What makes popcorn pop? Water. As the
kernel is heated, the water inside the kernel
turns into steam. The pressure builds until
the kernel finally explodes and the insides
turn out.

• The average American consumes 54 quarts
of popcorn a year!

For more fun facts about popcorn and
other great-tasting popcorn recipes,
visit www.popcorn.org.
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Answer:
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Mason – 5-year old male – Large Mixed Breed

Mason is a sweet, big 
baby with a big bark, a 
big smile, and an even 
bigger heart! He hasn’t 
loved being in our noisy 
active kennels, but he 
does love getting out 
to play with our kennel 
staff, and once he trusts 
you, he’s a heavy leaner! 

Mason would do best in a home with a yard large enough 
for him to run and play in, and with adults who will let 
him be their only baby, furred or otherwise! Do you have 
space in your heart and your home for this big guy?

Miss Sunshine – 8-year-old female – Domestic 
Shorthair

Miss Sunshine will light up your life! She’s super sweet 
and has a purr motor 
that just won’t quit! 
She’s a little shy at first 
and will appreciate a 
nice slow introduction 
to a new home, but 
once she’s settled 
in she’s an absolute 
snuggle bug! She’s a 
total people person, 
but she’d prefer the 
center of attention in an otherwise pet-free home.  
 
Mason and Miss Sunshine are available for adoption at 
Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 
adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Apartment, 2 bedroom, 
remodeled, dishwasher, 
microwave, dumpster on 
site. One stall garage with 
opener. Snow removal. 
Heat included. Deposit 
$850, 1st month rent. Plus 
electric. No smokers. No 
pets. 616-516-5471. #47p

Book a safe, private 
shopping date for Amer-
ican Girl doll clothes in 
time for the holidays! Lo-
cated on West Street in Ce-
dar Springs. Credit Cards 
accepted. Call 616-901-
3418 any afternoon or eve-
ning, or shop echoskidz.
etsy.com. #46-48p

.
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

Regular Board Meeting
November 4, 2020

Synopsis of Minutes
Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Mojzuk. Absent: None
Approved: November 4, 2020 Agenda. 
Approved: Consent Agenda/All monthly reports 
received. Approved: October 7, 2020 Regular 
Board Meeting minutes. Old Business: None 
New Business: Approved: Budget amendment 
increase $2,967 for Kent County Drain 
Assessment, $20,000 for elections, $5,000 for 
Parks & Recreation and $1,000 for Myers Laake 
professional services. Approved: Resolution for 
Braeside Estates: Amendment to Phase 2. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, December 2, 2020 @ 
7 PM. Complete minutes available at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours 
and on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: Nov. 19, 2020  Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor
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Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK
APARTMENTAPARTMENT

FORFOR  RENTRENT

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

LET US KNOWLET US KNOW 
so your newspaper subscription 

can move with you!

Call Mary at 616.696.3655 
or email: classifieds@cedarspringspost.com

MOVING?MOVING?

FORFOR  SALESALE

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”
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Classifieds 

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Fall Leaf Pickup 
begins Monday, October 5th, 2020 

and will continue through Tuesday, 
November 24th, 2020.

All leaves need to be at the road by 7am 
Tuesday, November 24, 2020.

Please rake leaves as close to the curb as possible. 
Please remove all trash and twigs/sticks from leaf pile.

The DPW crew will make one complete sweep 
through town before returning to the starting point.  
DPW will be making trips through town regularly 
during the scheduled time for Fall Leaf Pickup.

Dated: Nov. 19, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

see more LEGALS on next page

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

1997 Single-wide
$30,000

 
2018 Double-wide

with garage
$140,000

 
See website 

for details

DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re 
advertiser supported!

#shoplocal #shopthepost

PP      STSTTheThe



Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, November 12, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:00 P.M. 
By City Clerk Rebecca Johnson.  The Pledge Of 
Allegiance Was Recited.  City Clerk Announced 
The Results Of The General Election.  Gerald Hall 
Was Elected Mayor.  Pamela Conley Was Elect-
ed Mayor Pro Tem. Six Councilmembers Were 
Present. Five Members Of The Public Addressed 
The Council During The Public Comments. There 
Were Two Scheduled Public Hearings: Ordinance 
Amendment To The Recreational Marijuana Reg-
ulatory Ordinance And Ordinance Amendment To 
The Recreational Marijuana Zoning Ordinance; 
The Agenda And The Consent Agenda Were Ap-
proved. Action Taken: Motion To Table Ordinance 
XXX An Ordinance Amendment To The Recre-
ational Marijuana Regulatory Ordinance, Motion 
To Approve Of The Installation Of Chamber Of 
Commerce Banners On City Light Poles Along 
Main St., Motion To Approve And Authorize The 
City Manager To Execute An Access Easement 
Agreement Over The City Parking Lot Located At 
37 E Cherry Street With VISIO CLARA LLC.,  Mo-
tion To Approve White Pine Trails Neighborhood 
Planned Unit Development District And A Site 
Condominium Development For Parcel 41-02-25-
201-001 (Commonly Known As 14505 CEDAR 
SPRINGS AVE NE) And 41-02-25-226-001(Com-
monly Known As 14805 CEDAR SPRINGS AVE 
NE) And Authorize The Planning Commission To 
Review And Give Final Site Plan Approval.  Dis-
cussions Were Held On: An Ordinance Amend-
ment To Amend The Total Number Of Planning 
Commission Members- Sec. 2-186-Membership, 
First Reading, Mingle With Kris Kringle Commu-
nity Event, Cedar Blitz Gravel Bike Race- May 
22nd, 2021, Discussion On An Ordinance Amend-
ment To Reduce Side And Rear Setbacks In The 
B-3, HC And I-1 Zoning Districts, Discussion On 
Paid Time Off Buyback Change To Personnel 
Policies, Discussion Regarding Ordinance XXX 
An Ordinance Amendment To The Recreational 
Marijuana Zoning Ordinance-Second Reading. 
The Meeting Was Adjourned At 9:39 P.M.  A Com-
plete Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The 
Office Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On 
The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: Nov. 19, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330
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636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

PUBLIC NOTICE
Special Meeting of the

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, November 19, 2020

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the special meeting is to act and 
discuss an ordinance amendment to amend the 
total number of Planning Commission Members- 
Sec. 2-186-Membership and any other business 

that may come before the City Council.

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 

and provide essential protections to City of 
Cedar Springs residents; the City of Cedar 
Springs boards and commissions are con-

ducting all meetings by video teleconference.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the 

City Manager by email at any time prior to the 
meeting at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  

Comments submitted will be read aloud during 
the public comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the location 
of the meeting may address the members during the 

public comment period via videoconference. 
• Any member of the public wishing to listen 

to the proceedings or provide public comment 
may do so by using the following internet con-

nection or phone numbers and pass code: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83544022564   

Meeting ID: 83544022564

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  
Meeting ID: 83544022564 #

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 83544022564#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets of 
the meetings, and contact information for mem-
bers of the board that are participating remotely 

may be found at the City of Cedar Springs’s 
website www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 
Boards and Commissions are available on the 

City of Cedar Springs YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists 
YouTube provides real time closed caption 

transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable 
captions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or 
“CC” icon on the bottom bar. Please contact the 

City Clerk’s office at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 
prior to the meeting if additional assistance is 
needed to assist individuals with accessibility.

Dated: Nov. 19, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

.
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., 
Dec. 9, 2020 at 7:00 PM at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. 
The following application will be a matter for 
consideration:

Application by Snowden Bldrs/Momber, Owner 
located at 8405 JeNeBe Dr., Rockford, MI, 
49341 PP# 41-07-34-451-052, Location for New 
Residence to be built, existing residence to be 
demolished. For release from Sec. 5.04 District 
Regulations, setbacks and Section 2.01 B2, 
Existing Lots of record and any other applicable 
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance if deemed 
pertinent to permit reconstruction of a dwelling.

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting. 
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the 
meeting for any changes and instructions.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.

Dated: Nov. 19, 2020  Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, November 10, 2020
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, Austin and Mahoney. 
Absent: Armstrong

Board action approved: Financial, Accounts 
payable and board minutes from October 13, and 
October 27, 2020.

Discussed: Sand Lake Drain Board of Review 
meeting; Kent County Road Commission/
Courtland/Nelson Townships - 16 Mile Road 
improvements. 

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: November 19, 2020  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES
Continued from page 12: 
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2,842 POUNDS
With your help, we made it.

THANK YOU!

1656 POUNDS
We missed our goal...

But we were close - thank you!

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry volunteers with Seth Baker-
Donnan from Edward Jones surrounded by the 1656 pounds of food 
collected during the food drive.  We didn't make our ambitious 1750 
pound goal, but we are delighted and grateful for the 1656 pounds 
collected.  It is wonderful to be a part of such a generous and caring 
community.  Thank you to everyone who donated and helped!

1656 POUNDS
We missed our goal...

But we were close - thank you!

Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry volunteers with Seth Baker-
Donnan from Edward Jones surrounded by the 1656 pounds of food 
collected during the food drive.  We didn't make our ambitious 1750 
pound goal, but we are delighted and grateful for the 1656 pounds 
collected.  It is wonderful to be a part of such a generous and caring 
community.  Thank you to everyone who donated and helped!

Seth Donnan

Seth Donnan surrounded by some of the 2842 pounds of food 
collected for the Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry during 
the food drive.  We have collected over 21,600 pounds of food 
over the eleven years we have done food drives.  It is wonderful 
to be a part of such a generous and caring community.  Thank you 
to everyone who donated and helped!

Get ready now to file 2020 federal income tax 
returns

Rowland Excavating in new location

Rowland Excavating, established in 1997, has recently 
moved to a new location. 

They are now located at 12545 Northland Drive, Cedar 
Springs.

The commercial and residential excavation company 
specializes in sand and aggregate delivery to their cus-
tomers. They said that what makes their business unique 
is that they highly value family, community, honesty, re-
spect and professionalism.

“Our goal is  not just a one time job but a lifetime cus-
tomer relationship,” they said.

They plan to continue to provide the best service they 
can for their customers out of their new location.

Their hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For more info, 
give them a call at (616) 696-0622.

Post photo by M. Sanderson.

WASHINGTON – The Internal Revenue Service today en-
couraged taxpayers to take necessary actions this fall to help 
them file their federal tax returns timely and accurately in 2021, 
including special steps related to Economic Impact Payments.

This is the first in a series of reminders to help taxpayers get 
ready for the upcoming tax filing season. A special page, updat-
ed and available on IRS.gov, outlines steps taxpayers can take 
now to prepare for the 2021 tax return filing season ahead.

Steps taxpayers can take now to make tax filing easier in 
2021

Taxpayers should gather Forms W-2, Wage and Tax State-
ment, Forms 1099-Misc, Miscellaneous Income, and other 
income documents to help determine if they’re eligible for de-
ductions or credits. They’ll also need their Notice 1444, Your 
Economic Impact Payment, to calculate any Recovery Rebate 
Credit they may be eligible for on their 2020 Federal income 
tax return.

Most income is taxable, including unemployment compensa-
tion, refund interest and income from the gig economy and vir-
tual currencies.

Taxpayers with an Individual Tax Identification Num-
ber should ensure it hasn’t expired before they file their 2020 
federal tax return. If it has, IRS recommends they submit a Form 
W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number, now to renew their ITIN. Taxpayers who fail to renew 
an ITIN before filing a tax return next year could face a delayed 
refund and may be ineligible for certain tax credits.

Taxpayers can use the Tax Withholding Estimator on IRS.
gov to help determine the right amount of tax to have withheld 
from their paychecks. If they need to adjust their withholding 
for the rest of the year time is running out, they should submit 
a new Form W-4, Employee’s Withholding Certificate, to their 
employer as soon as possible.

Taxpayers who received non-wage income like self-employ-
ment income, investment income, taxable Social Security ben-
efits and in some instances, pension and annuity income, may 
have to make estimated tax payments. Payment options can be 
found at IRS.gov/payments.

New in 2021: Those who didn’t receive an EIP may be 
able to claim the Recovery Rebate Credit

Taxpayers may be able to 
claim the Recovery Rebate 
Credit if they met the eligibility 
criteria in 2020 and:
• They didn’t receive an 

Economic Impact Pay-
ment this year, or

• Their Economic Impact 
Payment was less than 
$1,200 ($2,400 if married 
filing jointly for 2019 or 
2018) plus $500 for each 
qualifying child.

• For additional information 
about the Economic Im-
pact Payment, taxpayers 
can visit the Economic Im-
pact Payment Information 
Center.

Received interest on a fed-
eral tax refund? Remember 
these are taxable; include 
when filing

Taxpayers who received a 
federal tax refund in 2020 may 
have been paid interest. The 
IRS sent interest payments to 
individual taxpayers who time-
ly filed their 2019 federal in-
come tax returns and received 

refunds. Most interest payments were received separately from 
tax refunds. Interest payments are taxable and must be reported 
on 2020 federal income tax returns. In January 2021, the IRS 
will send a Form 1099-INT, Interest Income, to anyone who 
received interest totaling at least $10.

Although the IRS issues most refunds in less than 21 days, 
the IRS cautions taxpayers not to rely on receiving a 2020 fed-
eral tax refund by a certain date, especially when making major 
purchases or paying bills. Some returns may require additional 
review and may take longer.

EITC/ACTC-related refunds should be available by first 
week of March

By law, the IRS cannot issue refunds for people claiming 
the Earned Income Tax Credit or Additional Child Tax Cred-
it before mid-February. The law requires the IRS to hold the 
entire refund − even the portion not associated with EITC or 
ACTC. The IRS expects most EITC/ACTC related refunds to 
be available in taxpayer bank accounts or on debit cards by the 
first week of March, if they chose direct deposit and there are 
no other issues with their tax return. Taxpayers should “Where’s 
My Refund?” for their personalized refund date.

With social distancing continuing, taxpayers can stay 
home and stay safe with IRS online tools

Taxpayers can find online tools and resources to help get the 
information they need. These IRS.gov tools are easy-to-use and 
available 24 hours a day. Millions of people use them to find 
information about their accounts, get answers to tax questions 
or file and pay their taxes.  

Almost everyone can file electronically for free.The IRS Free 
File program, available only through IRS.gov or the IRS2Go 
app, offers brand-name tax preparation software packages at 
no cost. The software does all the work of finding deductions, 
credits and exemptions for you. It‘s free for those who earned 
$72,000 or less in 2020. Some of the Free File packages also 
offer free state tax return preparation.

If you’re comfortable filling out  your own tax forms electron-
ically, you can use Free File Fillable Forms, regardless of your 
income, to file your tax returns either by mail or online.

Taxpayers have several options to find a tax preparer. One re-
source is Choosing a Tax Professional, which offers a wealth of 
information for selecting a tax professional.

The Directory of Federal Tax Return Preparers with Creden-
tials and Select Qualifications can help taxpayers find preparers 
in their area who currently hold professional credentials recog-
nized by the IRS, or who hold an Annual Filing Season Program 
Record of Completion.

Taxpayers can use the Interactive Tax Assistant beginning in 
January 2021 to get answers to a number of tax law questions. 
The ITA can help determine if a type of income is taxable, if 
someone is eligible to claim certain credits, or if they can deduct 
expenses on their tax return.

Taxpayers can check the status of their refund using “Where’s 
My Refund?”. The status is available within 24 hours after the 
IRS receives their e-filed tax return or up to four weeks if they 
after they mailed a paper return. The “Where’s My Refund?” 
tool updates once every 24 hours, usually overnight, so taxpay-
ers only need to check once a day.

The best and fastest way for taxpayers to get their tax refund 
is to have it direct deposited into their financial account. Tax-
payers who don’t have a financial account can visit the FDIC 
website for information to help open an account online.

Taxpayers are invited to join the Volunteer Income Tax Assis-
tance and Tax Counseling for the Elderly programs. VITA/TCE 
volunteers receive training to provide free tax return preparation 
for eligible taxpayers. There’s never been a better time to get 
ready to help others file and the IRS is rolling out new ways 
to make volunteering easier. Visit IRS.gov/volunteers to learn 
more.

drug coverage.  Many also 
have extra added benefits 

such as Dental, Vision, 
and Hearing.  Most plans 
will also include a Free 
gym membership.

 Call or email today for a 
no-obligation quote.

Medicare Advantage Plans 
can serve as your “One-
Stop” center for all your 
health and prescription 
drug coverage needs.  
Most Medicare Advan-
tage plans combine Med-
ical and Part D prescription 

Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and Financial Services Agent

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Website:  www.conflittiagency.com
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VanderHyde Ford is looking for 
AUTO DETAILERS and 

INVENTORY PREP/LOT ATTENDANTS

345 N. Main Street | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
866.553.3673

www.vanderhydeford . com

• competitive wages

• flexible hours

• full and/or part time hours available

• family friendly work environment

• full time benefits available

To apply, contact David Pronk – Used car manager 
@ dpronk@vanderhydeford.net or 

call and ask to be transferred to ext 200
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