
By Judy Reed

Fourteen years and two months 
to the day Michael James Pagel 
murdered his wife, Renee Beth 
Pagel, he received what amounts 
to a life sentence: 25 years in pris-
on, with a maximum of 50. 

Pagel pled guilty to second-de-
gree murder earlier this year, after 
years of claiming he had nothing to do with it.

Renee was murdered in August 2006, in her Courtland 
Township home, while recovering from donating a kidney 
to the father of one of her students. She was estranged from 
Pagel, and they were going through a divorce and bitter 
custody battle for their three children—twins Sarah and 
Joel, 7, and Hannah, 3. The children were raised by Pagel 
after the murder, and now are grown.

Pagel apologized before the sentencing on Monday, Oct. 
5, to their children and others before he was sentenced. 

He says he plotted Renee’s death but that his brother was 
the one that carried out the vicious attack on his wife. She 
reportedly had over 50 stab wounds to her head, face and 
torso, and her hands were mutilated defending herself from 
the attack.

Assistant Kent County Prosecutor Kellee Koncki said the 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office did not find any proof to back 
up Pagel’s claim that his brother was the killer.

A plea agreement called for Pagel to serve a minimum 
25-year sentence. He won’t be eligible for parole until he 
is 80 years old.

It was August 5, 2006, that that the Kent County Sheriffs’ 
Office responded to 9050 13 Mile Road NE in Courtland 
Township on a report of a deceased person. First responders 
located Renee Beth Pagel deceased with obvious trauma to 
her body. There were no signs of forced entry into the home 
and valuables in plain sight were left behind. The medical 
examiner’s office completed an autopsy and ruled the death 
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Kent Theatre to reopen with 
original Ghostbusters

After many months in lockdown, 
the Kent Theatre is again exhibiting a 
movie on the big screen!

Over the Halloween weekend, The 
Kent Theatre will be running the clas-
sic film “Ghostbusters” (1984) star-
ring Dan Aykroyd, Bill Murray, Har-
old Ramis, Sigourney Weaver, Rick 
Moranis, and many more. This film 
should be a lot of fun for family and 
friends.

“Ghostbusters“ will be shown Fri-
day, October 30 at 6 p.m., Saturday, 
October 31 at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m., and 
Sunday, November 1 at 2 and 6 p.m. 
All seats are $3. The concession stand 
will be open. 

If all goes well, they plan to offer 
other classic movies on a regular ba-
sis until the movie studios release new 
material.

Patrons will be required to wear a 
mask, and practice social distancing. 

The volunteer staff at the Kent Theatre 
has worked tirelessly to create a safe 
environment for your movie experi-
ence. “We have purchased a machine 
that sterilizers the Theatre between 
shows. Our staff has been advised by 
the State of Michigan, the Kent Coun-
ty Health Department and the CDC, 
and trained to keep the Kent as safe as 

possible,” said Len Allington.
Because seating is limited to 50 

persons per show, you can buy your 
tickets in advance at Perry’s Place at 
90 North Main Street CS, or go to the 
Kent Theatre Facebook page. Note: 
the Saturday (Oct. 31) showing at 2 
p.m. has already sold out so get your 
tickets while you can!

Husband sentenced 
in wife’s murder
Michael Pagel was sentenced to a 
minimum of 25 years in prison

Halloween fun 2020

Renee Pagel and her three children.

Michael James Pagel.

What are you doing for Hal-
loween this year? Public 
celebrations may be a 
little scaled back this 
year, but it doesn’t 
mean you can’t have 
some fun. If you’d 
like to see some of the 
events right here in our 
own community, turn 
to page 11. 

If you’d like to see 
some ideas of things 
you can do on your 
own, here are some sug-
gestions from healthychildren.org.

Spooky movie night
Celebrate with a movie night and dress as your favorite 

characters. Do this as a family at home or consider letting 
your child watch with their friends while video chatting, with 
everyone starting the movie at the same time. 

Decorating pumpkins
This is one Halloween tradition that’s as safe and fun as 

ever. As always, just be careful to avoid pumpkin carving 
injuries. Children can draw a face with markers. Then parents 
can do the cutting. When the carving is done, consider put-
ting a battery-operated light rather than an open-flame candle 
inside. Roast the seeds  from the pumpkin for a healthy snack!

 Halloween-themed treats 
Make some fun Halloween treats as a family. Decorate a 

pizza with toppings in the shape of a jack-o’-lantern, for ex-
ample, or make tangerine pumpkins (peel the tangerine and 
stick a thin slice of celery on top to look like a stem). Make 
sure the treats are not choking hazards if you have children 
under age 3.

Outdoor community events
Look for community events focused on safe ways to have 

fun. These may include programs 
offered by a park district, ar-

boretum, zoo or other out-
door venues in your area. 
Stay away from crowds 
and clustering and fol-
low safe distance rules 
even when outdoors.

Avoid indoor 
events such 
as haunted 

houses 
A local haunted forest or corn maze 

may be a better option, as long as cloth 
face covering use, physical distancing 

and one-way walk through is enforced. If 
you think there may be screaming, leave extra distance to 
lower the risk of spreading respiratory virus. If you go to a 
pumpkin patch or apple orchard, also use hand sanitizer be-
fore and after touching what you pick.

If your children will be outside, mark their costumes with 
reflective tape. Remind them to be careful around cars, as 
drivers may not see them. Make sure shoes fit well and cos-
tumes are short enough to prevent tripping or contact with 
flames.

If there is trick-or-treating in  your 
community...

Trick-or-treating may be discouraged or cancelled in some 
areas this year. A family scavenger hunt for treats in your 
home or yard can be a fun alternative. If trick-or-treating is 
still on in your neighborhood, avoid large groups or clus-
tering at doorsteps or anywhere else. If you hand out treats, 
consider sitting outside and lining up individually prepacked 
treat bags for families to take (don’t forget to wear your own 
mask). Non-edible treats are a good option, especially for 
children who suffer from food allergies.



A new Friends’ Group for 
the Cedar Springs Library was 
born during that time and was 
already having monthly meet-
ings when I arrived.  I was 
delighted to join their month-
ly meetings. As I supported 
them, how could I have known 
how much their support would 
mean to me, and to our com-
munity moving through the 
next 15 years of fundraising. 
We started building in 2016 
and moved in and opened the 
doors to whole families on 
May 8, 2017! Twenty years 
later the Friends are still fund-
raising and going strong.  

Thousands of dollars have 
been raised over these years, 
but let’s zero in on the last two 

Village of Sand 
Lake candidates 

There are several spots to fill in the November 3 election in the 
Village of Sand Lake.

Village President – 2-year term, vote for 1
Tracy Quinlan
Current Village President Tracy 

Quinlan is running to retain her seat. 
She was appointed by the board when 
former President Danielle Harden-
burgh stepped down.

Quinlan says she is running so that 
“with the six council trustees, we can 
continue the leadership that has made 
the Village of Sand Lake one of the 
best rural communities between the 

Rapids!”  
She says: “I was raised on a farm just north of Howard City until 

high school and then moved to Ensley Center, Sand Lake, gradu-
ating from Grant High School. I am proud to hold several profes-
sional degrees, a real estate license and am currently engaged in a 
professional career as an elementary science and English teacher 
in the Grand Rapids Public Schools district.  I like to paddleboard, 
hike, SCUBA dive, paint, garden and hangout with friends and 
family!

“Committed to community service, I have been an adjunct pro-
fessor at Davenport University in the legal studies department, as 
well as serving on the executive board of Whitefish Pointe Histor-
ical Society and one of a group that created Grand Traverse Bay 
Underwater Preserve and the Southwest Michigan Underwater 
Preserve. I also served for many years as a fundraiser for Habitat 
for Humanity in Fremont, Michigan and have business experience 
as the Vice President of a local longhaul trucking company and 
owner of a real estate renovation company. 

“I never waiver from my commitment to Village residents; I 
do not succumb to the pressure of outside interests and I have the 
maturity, experience and common sense to provide quality lead-
ership.”

Nile Hayden
Nile Hayden has lived in Sand 

Lake, Nelson Township, for the 
last 27 years. He is originally from 
Cornell, Wisconsin. Has been 

married for the last 63 years. 
He has 3 kids, and 6 grandkids. 
Nile also retired from the Air 
Force after 20 years of service. 
Nile has served on the Village of 
Sand Lake Council in the past. 
He served 6 years as a council 
member, and 4 years as Village 
President. The biggest thing 
Nile would like to accomplish if 
elected, is unity with other local 
governments and our communi-
ty. 

Village trustee, 4-year-term, 
vote for not more than 3

Glenn Baker Jr. currently 
serves on the council. He is run-

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Boulder Creek Assisted Living and Memory Care is a senior living 

facility in the Rockford, MI area. 

BOULDER CREEK ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
6070 Northland Dr. Rockford, MI 49341

(616) 866-2911   |    bouldercreekassistedliving.com
PS84061

FIND YOUR PURPOSE AT 
BOULDER CREEK TODAY!
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      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Ancient Egyptian 
texts have been 

found that 
contain over 

100 medicinal 
uses for beer.

Homecoming 2020

Congratulations to the Cedar Springs High School 2020 Homecoming Court!
From left to right: Livy Austin, Kade Dingman, Sophia Dault, Ian little, Queen Kaelyn Coclasure, King David 

Dipizzia, Cassidy Canfield, Jeremy Campione, Delaney Drumm, and Willy Zain.

American Library Association celebrate 
“Friends of the Library” week
By Donna Clark, Director

Friends of the Library treasurer giving a check for $1,029 
to the library for a new iPhone 11, otterbox, and screen 
protector, to help with their online programs and Face-
book live programming, for better pictures and sound. 
From L to R: Mary Gardner, Doug Christensen, Kate Mer-
lington, and Donna Clark. Courtesy photo.

Though we at the Cedar Springs 
Public Library have been celebrating 
our Friends for 22 years,

this week is the perfect time to shout 
their praises and honor them from 
hearts that overflow with gratitude! 
When the Library Board hired me to 
begin work on February 1, 2001, one 
of the

six mandates they gave me was 
to “work with the Friends of the Li-
brary,” with the intention

of fundraising and building a new 
library facility. Already the Board had 
initiated a feasibility

study with the Breton Group and 
was in the process of putting a plan 
for a new building forward.



*LANSING* Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nes-
sel has charged an eighth 
individual for his alleged 
participation in a plan of do-
mestic terrorism that includ-
ed storming the Michigan 
Capitol building and harming 
government officials.

Brian Higgins, 51, of Wis-
consin Dells, Wisconsin, is 
charged with material sup-
port of an act of terrorism, a 
20-year felony.

It is alleged that Higgins 
provided assistance in the 
plan to kidnap Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer from her vacation 
home.

The Attorney General’s 
office charged seven men af-
ter the execution of multiple 
search and arrest warrants 
Oct. 7 in a joint operation 

with the U.S. Attorneys of the 
Eastern and Western districts 
of Michigan, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, and the 
Michigan State Police.

“While the political rheto-
ric in our nation may at times 
be divisive, I am encouraged 
by the united front our law 
enforcement community has 
displayed in response to this 
indescribable act of terror,” 
Nessel said. “These were 
very credible, and very se-
rious threats to our elected 
officials and the public in 
general, and the swift actions 
taken by state and federal au-
thorities this past week are 
nothing short of heroic.”

Including this latest charge 
against Higgins, a total of20 
state felony charges were 
filed by Attorney General 

Nessel against eight individ-
uals known to be members of 
the militia group Wolverine 
Watchmen or associates of 
Wolverine Watchmen. Fed-
eral charges were also filed 
against six other individuals.

Higgins was arrested last 
week Thursday in Portage, 
Wisconsin by Wisconsin 
state law enforcement. He 
will be extradited to Michi-
gan to be arraigned in Antrim 
County 86th District Court 
on the charge. Court dates 
have not been scheduled.

All but one of the six de-
fendants charged last week 
have been arraigned and are 
in custody in Michigan jails. 
Paul Bellaris is facing extra-
dition from South Carolina 
where he was arrested. He 
is scheduled to be picked up 

from South Carolina by Oct. 
27.

Charges for all the individ-
uals may change as investi-
gators review evidence gath-
ered during the execution of 
the search warrants. Details 

The Michigan State Police (MSP) Computer Crimes Unit 
(CCU), Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) Task 
Force, announced the arrest of Kevin Scott Narloch, 42 

of Howard City, following 
an undercover investigation 
into his online activity.

The MSP CCU/ICAC 
Task Force Grand Rapids 
Office, along with the as-
sistance of the Montcalm 
County Sheriff Department, 
arrested Narloch follow-
ing a search warrant at his 
residence. Additional ev-
idence was seized, and he 
was lodged at the Montcalm 
County Jail. The Montcalm 

County Prosecutor’s Office charged Narloch and he was 
arraigned on aggravated distribution of child sexually abu-
sive material, aggravated possession of child sexually abu-
sive material, aggravated manufacturing/copying of child 
sexually abusive material, and three counts of using a com-
puter to commit a crime.  

The MSP CCU encourages parents to speak to their chil-
dren about the safe use of the Internet. There are many re-
sources available to parents to assist in keeping children 
safe online. The NCMEC provides a comprehensive list 
of resources on their website at http://www.missingkids.
org. The MSP ICAC Task Force also provides resources at 
https://www.michiganicac.com/.

If you have information regarding possible child sexual 
exploitation, report it to the CyberTipline at http://www.
missingkids.org/cybertipline.

AG Nessel charges 8th man in terrorism plot

Elementary school educator gets 
60 years for child exploitation

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH-
IGAN—James Verne Russell, 
50, a former Michigan teacher 
and principal, was sentenced to 
serve 720 months in the Feder-
al Bureau of Prisons for sexu-
al exploitation of two minors. 
U.S. District Judge Janet T. 
Neff also imposed lifetime-su-
pervised release should it be 
necessary. Russell was also 
sentenced on October 8, 2020 
by Muskegon County Circuit 
Court Judge Annette R. Smed-
ley to 20 to 95 years in the re-
lated sexual assault case.

In sentencing Russell to 
serve 60 years in prison, Judge 
Neff stated the offense “is 
about as serious as it gets” be-
cause of the extended length 
of time and “circumstances in 
which you took advantage of 
children.” Judge Neff com-
mented that in her thirty-two 
years as a judge “you think 
you’ve seen it all” and then 
“something like this happens.” 
“You come face-to-face with 
a human being whose behav-
ior you just can’t understand.” 
“How you can take a little boy 
from an awful situation” and 
“take what little he has away 
from him.” “There are very 
few cases that will stick out 

to me after all these years, but 
yours will. I promise you.”

Russell was in education for 
22 years. He was an elementa-
ry school teacher for 16 years 
and an elementary school 
principal for six years in the 
Ravenna and North Muskegon 
School Districts. In June 2018, 
a teacher filed a complaint 
about Russell’s unusual inter-
est in two students.

Russell was suspended by 
the school district and later re-
signed. He then moved to Las 
Vegas and joined the Clark 
County School District as a 
fourth grade teacher. Russell 
came to the attention of law 
enforcement, in March 2019, 
when the FBI Las Vegas Child 
Exploitation Task Force re-
ceived a CyberTip from the 
National Center for Missing 
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Roger C. Morgan
Kent County Commissioner

Vote
for
•  Chair of the Kent County Board of Commissioners 2006 - 2009
• Vice-Chair of the Board of Commissioners 2003 - 2005
•  Finance Committee Chair 2003 - 2005
• In his 11th two-year term as a Kent County Commissioner 

representing the Casnovia, Kent City, and Sand Lake Villages, 
along with Courtland, Nelson, Solon, Spencer, and Tyrone 
Townships

•  Chair of the Gerald R. Ford International Airport Board 
2013-2018

• Current Gerald R. Ford International Board Member
• Kent County Fire Commission Board Member
• Past member of the Pension Board, Community Mental 

Health Authority Board, Grand Valley Metro Council, ACSET 
Board, Human Services Committee chair, amongst many 
others.

• CEO of Rockford Ambulance
• Graduate of Seidman Business School of Grand Valley 

State University
•  Married to wife, Beth, with three children, Sarah (married to 

Brad), Emily, and Hannah
• A very proud Grandpa to granddaughters Molly and Olivia, 

daughters of Sarah and Brad

Vote Roger C. Morgan November 3rd, 2020

Kent County Chair Highlights include: 
►	Established	West	Michigan	Sports	

Commission
►	Construction of the 63rd District Court-

house in Grand Rapids Township
►	Construction	of	DHS	Building
►	Construction	of	Parking	Structure	

at the Gerald R. Ford International 
Airport

►	Construction	of	the	Animal	Shelter
►	Secured	Bonding	for	New	Recycling	

Center

Kent County Airport Chair Highlights 
include: 
►	Formation	of	the	Gerald	R.	Ford	

Airport Authority
►		128	million	dollars	in	capital	
 improvements

paid for by committee to elect Roger Morgan

James Verne Russell

Howard City man arrested for 
child sexually abusive activity
Investigation finds exploitation of minor children

Kevin Scott Narloch

Brian Higgins
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Advertise Your 
Church HERE!
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DirectoryDirectory

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229 • Birth Announcement • Birthday

• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 
• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you

• Congratulations
**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

He who ignores discipline despises 
himself, but whoever heeds correction 

gains understanding.
Proverbs 15:32 (NIV)

The best way 
to be successful 
is to follow the 
advice you give 

others.

MemorialMemorial

ObituaryObituary

ObituaryObituary

ObituaryObituary
CYNTHIA RUTH CLOUSE

 
Cynthia Ruth Clouse of 
Rockford, Michigan, age 
65, passed away peacefully, 
surrounded with love by her 
family, on Saturday, October 
10, 2020. She was born 
to Robert and Mary (nee 
Gauthier) Simmons on May 
1, 1955, in Traverse City, 
MI. Cindy adored her family 
and was passionate about 
her faith, always trusting in 
God with all her heart. Cindy 
was a registered nurse with a 
strong commitment to holistic care. She spent much of her 
time helping people and always put others before herself. 
She loved being with her grandchildren and enjoyed 
camping, snowmobiling, boating, biking, kayaking, and 
relaxing at the family cottage on the Little Manistee River. 
Cindy is survived by her beloved husband of 44 years, 
Michael J. Clouse; loving children, Tom (Kelly) Clouse 
and Laura (Dan) Scholten; adored grandchildren, Paige, 
Adam, Justin, Tyler, Liam, and Maya; siblings: twin sister, 
Marie (Harm) Perdok, Amy (Mark) Wawersik, and Ted 
(Wendy) Simmons; and many nieces, nephews and family 
members. Cindy was preceded in death by her son, Gregory 
J. Clouse and both her parents. A funeral service was 
celebrated on Saturday, October 17, 2020. Those wishing 
to offer expressions of sympathy are encouraged to make 
a memorial contribution to Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. 
Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 66675-8516, and World 
Vision, P.O. Box 9716, Federal Way, WA 98063.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford 

ROBERT C. PENLAND
Robert C. Penland age 79 of 
Cedar Springs, died Monday, 
October 19, 2020 at his 
home. Bob was born June 
13, 1941 in Walker, MI the 
son of Alvin and Florence 
(Cowles) Penland. He served 
in the U.S. Air Force during 
the Vietnam War. He retired 
as a supervisor from General 
Motors on Alpine Avenue. 
Bob enjoyed restoring 
old cars, construction and 
electrical projects. He loved 
his grandchildren and doing things with them. Surviving 
are his wife, Shirley; children, Kelly (Brian) Hoffman, 
Kimberly (Dan) Foster, Eric (Heather) Shadley, Shawn 
(Emily) Shadley; 13 grandchildren; numerous great-
grandchildren; sister, Ellen Flores. He was preceded in 
death by siblings, Alvin Penland, Ed Penland, Edna Mae 
Carlton. Cremation will take place and there will be no 
services at this time. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

DORIS M. STARK 
 
Doris M. Stark age 100, of 
Cedar Springs peacefully left 
us to be with Jesus on Sunday, 
October 18, 2020 at SKLD-
Zeeland. She was born 
August 14, 1920 in Cedar 
Springs, MI the daughter 
of Guy and Elsie (Terrill) 
Moyes. Doris worked at 
the Cedar Springs Post 
Office for many years. She 
was very active throughout 
her life volunteering at her 
church. She loved her family 
tremendously. Doris was often seen using her walker around 
Cedar Springs well into her 90’s. She was adored by the staffs 
at Metron of Cedar Springs and SKLD-Zeeland. The family 
wishes to thank both of the facilities for the wonderful care 
they gave her. Surviving are her children, Margery (Wade) 
Wilson, Paul (Judy) Stark; grandchildren, Trent (Maria) 
Wilson, Travis Wilson, Taryn (Dr. Scott) Watterson, Cara 
(Dr. Benjamin) Wickstra; great-grandchildren Allyson and 
Alaina Wilson, Nikkolas and Kristian Wilson, Sawyer, 
Cecily, Wittaker, and Roarke Watterson, Owen, Alina, 
Emmett, and Gabriel Wickstra; many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her husband of 68 years, 
Herold; siblings, Ursal, Paul, Edith, Gladys, and Myrtle. 
Doris was the oldest member of the Springs Church where 
her family will greet friends 1:30-2:00 pm Sunday October 
25, 2020. Masks are required. A graveside service will 
follow at 2:15 pm at Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Dallas Burgeson, officiating. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Springs Church, 135 N. Grant St., Cedar 
Springs. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org



like Mr. Russell,” said David G. Nanz, Acting Special Agent in 
charge of the FBI in Michigan. “He used positions of trust to gain 
access to vulnerable children, abuse them and record the abuse 
for his own perverse pleasure. His actions were reprehensible and 
represent the worst betrayal of innocence and trust imaginable.”

This case is part of Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide ini-
tiative designed to protect children from online exploitation and 
abuse. The U.S. Attorney’s Office, county prosecutor’s offices, 
the Internet Crimes Against Children task force (ICAC), federal, 
state, tribal, and local law enforcement are working closely to-
gether to locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who exploit 
children. The partners in Project Safe Childhood work to educate 
local communities about the dangers of online child exploitation, 
and to teach children how to protect themselves. For more infor-
mation about Project Safe Childhood, please visit the following 
web site: www.projectsafechildhood.gov. Individuals with infor-
mation or concerns about possible child exploitation should con-
tact local law enforcement officials.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Daniel 
Mekaru and Austin Hakes, in cooperation with the Muskegon 
County Prosecutor’s Office, and investigated by Henderson (Ne-
vada) Police Department, Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment, Norton Shores Police 
Department, FBI in Las Ve-
gas, and WEBCHEX – “West 
Michigan Based Child Ex-
ploitation and Human Traffick-
ing Task Force,” a partnership 
of FBI, Michigan State Police, 
and local agencies dedicated to 
investigating offenses against 
children.
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MurderMurder
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes let-
ters of up to 350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject let-
ters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, 
accuracy, and liability concerns. All sub-
missions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime 

phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do 
not print anonymous letters, or acknowl-
edge letters we do not use. Writers are 
limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

POSTPOST Scripts Scripts

VOICES & VOICES & 
VIEWSVIEWS

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

NOTICENOTICE

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

EducatorEducator
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
and Exploited Children regarding a recent upload of dozens of 
images, some depicting child pornography. When confronted 
by investigators from the FBI Las Vegas and Henderson Police 
Department, Russell confessed to possessing the pictures. Nor-
ton Shores Police and FBI Grand Rapids located and interviewed 

the victim in Michigan. The victim, identified as Victim 1 in the 
charges, confirmed that he was the child depicted and that Russell 
had sexually molested him for years. A search of Russell’s cell 
phone and computers disclosed numerous other images of child 
pornography, many of which Russell had produced himself. Fur-
ther investigation disclosed another boy, identified as Victim 2, 
who was victimized in 2017, and a third individual who had been 
sexually abused by Russell beginning in 1996.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office brought federal charges against 
Russell for the production, transportation, and possession of child 
pornography. The Muskegon County Prosecutor’s Office charged 
Russell for the sexual assaults of Victim 1. As part of a joint res-
olution, Russell pleaded guilty to a sexual assault charge in Mus-
kegon County, and pleaded guilty to two counts of production of 
child pornography in federal court.

Russell started his career in education in 1996. That same year, 
he began grooming and sexually assaulting his first victim. Rus-
sell volunteered to work with children in many capacities, includ-
ing as a long-term guardian, babysitter, elementary and middle 
school basketball coach, lifeguard, camp counselor, and youth 
ministries assistant at various churches. In its sentencing memo-
randum, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said, “Russell’s conduct is not 
one of opportunity or an isolated aberration. His was a deliberate 
and dedicated career of manipulation and sexual abuse.”

In announcing the sentence, U.S. Attorney Andrew Birge stat-
ed, “Russell’s conduct is an abomination. He worked and volun-
teered his way into the lives of our children, not as a service to our 
community, but as a means to identify, target, and sexually exploit 
vulnerable children.

Those who are in a position of trust and sexually abuse children 
will be held accountable. There is no parole in the federal system. 
Russell will spend the rest of his life in prison and will never have 
the chance to molest another child.”

“The FBI is committed to working alongside our law enforce-
ment partners to protect children from being exploited by people 

a homicide.
Through the course of the investigation, detectives 

learned Renee Pagel was nearing the end of a contentious 
divorce with her estranged husband Michael Pagel.  Fol-
lowing Renee’s death, the initial investigation had run its 
course with no charges filed and was eventually classified 
as a cold case. The couple’s three children went to live with 
their father.

The case was turned over to a cold case review team in 
Lansing in the fall of 2018. The review team made up of 
Michigan prosecutors who looked at the case file for the 
purpose of providing feedback on possible investigative 
leads that might help the investigation. Recent interviews 
and investigations provided valuable evidence that resulted 
in the Kent County Prosecutor’s Office charging Michael 
Pagel, 55, with the murder of his estranged wife. With the 
assistance of the Michigan State Police, Michael Pagel was 
taken into custody in the Bay City area in February 2020 
and transported back to Kent County to face charges related 
to the murder of his wife.
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CANDIDATES - continues on page 16

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

NOTICENOTICE

For all your �nancial service needs, call on
Member SIPC

Financial Advisor
. 4027 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

PLEASE HELP US
REACH OUR GOAL

www.edw m

We hope to collect 1250 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 17th.  Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at 
our office Monday - Friday from 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Thank you for your 
help!

We hope to collect 1500 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 15th. Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at our 
office Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  No cash donations accepted. 
Thank you for your help!

That is how much food we have gathered 
so far for the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry.  Please help us reach our goal 
of 2,750 pounds before November 19th. 
Non-perishable foods can be dropped off 
at our office Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  No cash donations 
accepted. Thank you for your help!

878 POUNDS

Seth Donnan

Virtual Cooking Class
Oct. 22: Calling all young bakers/chefs to check out the 
Cedar Springs Library’s virtual Cooking Class! A video 
will be posted to our page and YouTube Channel Thursday, 
October 22nd at 6pm where tweens/teens can create an 
easy dinner and dessert recipe that your family is sure to 
enjoy! Follow us on Facebook or subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel by searching “Cedar Springs Public Library.” #43

Virtual Instapot 101 Class
Oct. 22: Join the Cedar Springs Public Library virtually for 
our Instapot 101 Class! Recipes are posted and the video 
link will be made available on our Facebook page and 
YouTube Channel starting Friday, October 16th at 7pm. 
Geared for adults. Follow us on Facebook or subscribe to 
our YouTube Channel by searching “Cedar Springs Public 
Library.” #43

Trunk or Treat at East Neslon Church
Oct. 24: Join East Nelson Church, 9024-18 Mile Rd., Cedar 
Springs, for our annual Trunk or Treat! October 24th from 4 
to 6 pm. We will keep everything safe and follow all safety 
and health protocols. This year, everything will be kept 
outdoors. We will have sanitize stations, social distance 
markers, and those passing out candy will be wearing 
masks and gloves. We ask that one family visit a trunk one 
at a time. As you leave, you will be served cider and donuts! 
#42,43b

Silent Auction for Algoma Christian School
Oct. 24: Algoma Christian School will be hosting their Silent 
auction online starting on October 24th-November 5th. For 
more details go to algomachristian.net. Our live auction will 
take place on November 7th at 6:00 at Algoma Christian 
School gymnasium. Our address is 14471 Sparta Ave. Kent 
City. We will serve a pre-packaged dinner and a farmers 
market will be available with cash and carry items. #42,43p

Free Concert at Snow Bible Church
Oct. 25: Free live concert October 25 at Snow Bible Church, 
1877 18 Mile Rd NW, Kent City, MI. The Royal Heirs with 
be live in concert 10:30 am at Snow Bible Church. All are 
invited to come here hear some good old Gospel music. #43

Halloween “Mask-A-Raid” 
Oct. 26-31: The Cedar Springs Public Library will be having a 
Halloween “Mask-A-Raid” starting on Monday, October 26th 
through Saturday, October 31st! Dress in costume (if you’d 
like), but get this…IT’S MAINLY ABOUT THE MASK 
THIS YEAR! HA! The Plan is to take photos of everyone “In 
Mask” and post them on Facebook for FUN! The RAID part is 
when you say, “Trick-or-Treat” for a special Halloween treat. 
Come anytime during normal business hours Mon.-Fri. 10am-
6pm and Sat. 9am-12pm. Don’t forget to wear your mask, 
after all, it IS Halloween! #43

Trunk or Treat at Pine Ridge Bible Camp
Oct. 31: Come join Pine Ridge Bible Camp for a late 
afternoon of fun for the whole family on Saturday, October 
31 from 3 to 6 pm! The day will include free activities 
like trunk or treat, illusionist shows, puppet shows, wagon 
rides, music and other fun activities. For those that want 
more fun, charged activities include laser tag, go carting, 
ninja course and archery. $10/person for wrist band for all 
activities except go carting. Single activity tickets can be 
purchased for $2 per ticket (go carting will be 2 tickets). 
Open to people of all ages. Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult. Food can be purchased at the 
snack shop. Costumes are optional, but the camp requests 
that costumes be wholesome and not scary or gory. For 
more information go to the Facebook page for Pine Ridge 
Bible Camp and search under events for Ridge Fest – 2 Fall 
Edition /Trunk or Treat – https:/fb.me/e/399Zs2YEJ. #43

 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

Ghostly jokes
Why do ghosts go on diets? 
So they can keep their ghoulish figures

Where does a ghost go on vacation? 
Mali-boo.

Why did the ghost go into the bar? 
For the Boos.

What is in a ghost’s nose? 
Boo-gers.

Why did the policeman ticket the ghost on Halloween? 
It didn’t have a haunting license.

Why do demons and ghouls hang out together? 
Because demons are a ghoul’s best friend!

What does a panda ghost eat? 
Bam-BOO!

What’s a ghost’s favorite dessert? 
I-Scream!

ning for his seat. The Post did not receive a questionnaire back 
from him.

Mollie McLellan 
Mollie McLellan is running for a 

4-year term. She has lived in Sand Lake 
and surrounding areas for most of her 
life. Growing up just east of the village, 
Mollie has fond memories of riding her 
bicycle into town and playing basketball 
at Salisbury park as a kid. For 14 years 
Mollie was very involved with the Red 

Flannel Saddle Club. Many accredit her for getting homeschool-
ing “on the map” with being the first homeschool equestrian team 
to compete in MIHA shows. Mollie along with her brother also 
paved the path for homeschoolers at the Kent Career Tech Cen-
ter (KCTC) with help from her mother/ business partner Denise. 
Mollie graduated as top performer in the cosmetology program 
at KCTC.

In 2011, Mollie and Denise proudly opened the Corner Hair De-
sign and Spa in the heart of the village. Over the past nine years, 
they have persevered and built a strong business and a loyal clien-
tele, and made many friends along the way. She is also a member 
of the Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce

If Mollie McLellan is elected for trustee of the Village of Sand 
Lake, she will be striving for unity. The Village of Sand Lake is 
surrounded by municipalities from 3 different counties, and Mol-
lie does not see a reason that we cannot “all get along.” Mollie is 
confident that we can build strong relationships with Nelson Twp., 
Ensley Twp., Pierson, Cedar Springs, Howard City, Paradise 
Cove, and other municipalities. Mollie understands the concept of 
professionalism and hopes she will have the chance to represent 
every voter in the village with her votes on major and minor deci-
sions that the council is faced with.

Mollie wants nothing more than to see the Village of Sand Lake 
prosper and be successful. If she is elected Trustee, every citizen 
in the village can rest assured that Mollie will vote with the best 
interest of the village in in mind. Every decision and vote made 
will be made with honesty and good intention. 

For more info go to Facebook.com/Elect for Village of Sand 

Lake Trustees.
Kim McNees (No photo)
Kim McNees is 63 years old and run-

ning for Sand Lake village trustee (4-year-term). 
He said he bought his house in the village and graduated lat-
er that year in the Viking class of 1976. “We have lived in the 
village of Sand Lake for 44 years. I was on the Sand Lake 
Fire Department for 8 years. Throughout the years I have 
worked at Keeler Brass, and McNees MFG. I am not retired.” 
He married his wife Alice in 1977 and they have 2 children and 4 
grandchildren. 

“I am running for a seat on the council, to be a voice for our 
village residents, by keeping them informed and listening to their 
concerns. With everyone working together we can make our vil-
lage strong and proud.”

Kevin Wright
Kevin Wright is also running for the 

four-year term of Sand Lake trustee. 
“I’ve lived in Sand Lake, Nelson Town-
ship for the last 12 and a half years. I was 
born and raised in Grand Rapids until my 
parents relocated to Pierson in 1997. I 
graduated from Tri County High School 
in 2002 where I met my wife. We’ve 

been married for almost 15 years, and have three girls ages 12, 
11, and 8 years old. In 2017 I helped jumpstart the Community 
Engagement Committee in Sand Lake, and the Backpack Pro-
gram for Grant public schools. If elected, I want to mend broken 
relationships with other local governments and committees, and 
always voting in the BEST interest of the community.”

William Rau
William Rau is running as a write-

in for the four-year term of Sand Lake 
trustee. He is currently serving a partial 
term.

“My name is Bill Rau. I am a write in 
candidate for the village board. I have 
served for 1 ½ years on the board. I 
was a replacement for another person. 
I would like to serve another two years 

on the council but I need you to write my name in on the ballot.
I have lived in Sand Lake most of my life.  My family moved 

here when I was 12.  I attended school in Sand Lake and graduated 

CandidatesCandidates
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
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  Very good arch. 
Now practice your 
hissing!

Sweet Treats - Counting up the Goodies Who Am I ?

1. I roam at night:
    my black cape
    and sharp fangs
    give people a fright!

__  __  __  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  

__  __  __  __  __  __
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2.  I have hair 
      almost everywhere!
      A full moon
      makes me howl in the air!

3. I wear a
    pointy black hat;
    I fly with
    my broom and my cat!

4. Yo Ho! I have a dagger
     and a hook;
     I’ve hidden a treasure
     map in a book!

5. I arch my back
    when I smell a rat;
    I hiss and spit
    I am a black...
      

c
ta

Hssssssss
ss....

...in your candy bag is fun. Add up 
each group of treats, then total all 
the goodies to find out how many 
treats are in the ghost’s bag.

   6 lemon drops
   2 peppermint patties
+ 3 small toys

   13 lollipops
   17 chocolate bars
+  4 popcorn balls

   8 coins + 5 mini bags of candy 
corn = 

  This is my 
bag full of 
treats!

treats

treats

treats

treats

total 
treats
in bag

treats

treats

+

+

c

  Our eyesight may not be 
too good, but we have an 
echolocation system.  
This means that we make 
sounds and “listen” for 
returning echoes. We can 
find anything in the dark!

   Hey! So, what’s the 
problem with turning into 
a pumpkin at midnight?

Spooooooky Sayings!
1. skeletons in your closet
2. cat got your tongue
3. as the crow flies
4. to turn into a pumpkin
5. to start a witch-hunt
6. blind as a bat
7. white as a ghost
8. scaredy-cat
9. a ghost of a chance
10. like a kid in a candy store

A. very nervous and fearful
B. to stay out too late
C. dark or shameful secrets you keep hidden
D. the straightest possible path
E. happy and excited
F. very pale; frightened
G. to have nothing to say
H. only a very small chance of success
I. to search for people to find guilty
J. not able to see very well 

Match each saying to its meaning!

o

CHOCOLATE

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-42        www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: 
color
stuff

in!

We’re making a special popcorn... ...mix and watching spooky movies!

lots of

      This year,
Halloween may
be a little different,
but that’s okay!

  chooses to do! We’re
  making orange popcorn balls.

Have

fun whatever

your
family 

Whew!

  Now I’ve got

to figure out  

my costume!

1. October 31, __________, is a time of pumpkin 
    patch visits, parties, parades and special treats!   
2. A __________ is lighted and grins from the porch.
3. People dress up in ___________ and turn into pirates, clowns and princesses.
4. Kids ___________ up and down the streets.
5. Battery-powered ___________ glow, lighting their way.
6. Doorbells ring, __________ of candy and small toys are tossed into bags.
7. Zombies and __________ sit in the graveyard placed in the neighbor’s front yard.
8. A __________ stirs her cauldron, mixing a potion and casting a spell. 
9. Tractor-powered __________ creep through fields full of spooky creatures.
10. __________ roam a school’s hallways tonight, flying from room to room.
11. A haunted ___________ gives us “scares” and we laugh with friends and family.
12. A dog howls, an ________ hoots, a cat hisses and children shout.
13. A giant web spun by a hairy __________ hangs in the corner of a porch.
14. A full __________ glows and lights up the houses and streets below.
15. The next morning the sun rises and all the creatures and shadows of the night __________.

     Read the clues to fill in 
the crossword:

  I’ve just finished carving
my jack-o’-lantern. I’m 
going to use a battery-
operated light in it.

     It is the season of costume
making, witches and bats in flight,
spooky parties and favorite candy
treats. All of this fun, fun, fun fills 
my mind, but I also know that it’s 
important to follow a few safety 
rules while celebrating.

Let’s 
 go!

Happy Halloween!

2

3
4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Halloween

jack-o’-lantern

costumes

Trick-or-Treat

flashlights

treats

skeletons

witch

hayrides

ghosts
house

owl spider

moon

disappear

1

   My sister,
 brother and 
I are ready for 
the parade!
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KELLY’S
Deer Processing

DISCOUNTED PROCESSING FOR “SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
Open Every Day During Deer Season!

For more information, please visit
www.kellysdeerprocessing.com

19077 12 Mile Road 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 796-5414 
email: colin@cks-place.com

24-hour Deer Drop-Off During Season
SCI Mid-Michigan Member

• Boneless Cut • Fast Service • Wrapped & Frozen 
VACUUM PACKAGING

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

HUNTING/OUTDOORSHUNTING/OUTDOORS
Elevate your bird-watching 
with some community science

Doing fall yard cleanup? Don’t forget 
to check for a burn permit

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Sixty fall seasons
When I was 20 years old, expe-

riencing sixty more fall seasons 
was a reasonable expectation. At 
age 70, sixty more fall seasons will 
be reached at age 130. Instead of 
looking at quantity, my focus is on 
enjoying quality. 

My youngest grandson is less 
than two and my oldest is over three. All is new for them. 
Every colorful leaf, marching wooly bear caterpillar, and leaf 
pile is a new adventure. It is a joy to spend time with them 
discovering. What they find is often something I do not no-
tice. They help me rediscover what fall has to offer. 

One of my colleagues is overwhelmed with work during 
these difficult Covid-19 times and spends nearly every wak-
ing hour trying to meet the needs of students through virtual 
and in-person teaching. My daughter’s teaching has left her 
feeling inadequate as she tries to meet student, parent, and 
administrator expectations. Nearly everyone is exhausted 
and spending waking hours getting farther behind because 
more is expected than can be accomplished in 16 conscience 
hours. People in many professions are experiencing similar 
exhaustion.

Personal time with children, spouses, family and friends 
seems nearly impossible. A few minutes of outdoor time 
watching leaves fall, catching some, and tracing the colors 
along leaf veins is meaningfully important. 

Leaf-footed bugs with expanded leaf-like growths on their 
large hind leg femurs make them more easily identifiable. 
They have straw-like mouth parts used to pierce prey or 
vegetation when feeding. Ladybird beetles are gathering in 
numbers for group hibernation in available hollow spaces 
like dead trees or home walls.

Large fungi fruiting bodies on dead trees protrude like 
shelves where they release fungal spores. A minute number 
of spores will find suitable dead trees to grow in. After years 
of growth in dead wood, a shelf fungus will erupt from the 
dead trunk to release spores. 

My friend took an hour to rejuvenate and enjoy the big 
woods with me. At one barkless dead tree, he photographed 
the shelf fungus and a woodpecker hole near the top of its 
broken tree trunk. It pleased him I had not removed the tree 
and left its skeleton stand for nature to slowly return nutri-
ents to the soil. He was thankful a woodpecker found shelter 
where too few dead trees stand creating essential habitat.

Simple wonders make each fall fresh and wonderful. Re-
gardless of how many we get to enjoy, we can allow them to 
grace our lives and brighten our days when we take time to 
notice.

Sassafras leaves are orange yellow, cherries yellow, sugar 
maples yellow with a tinge of red, silver and red maples have 
some of the brightest reds, hickories dominate with brilliant 
and variable shades of yellow, and climbing Virginia creeper 
excels in displaying scarlet almost equaled by sumac leaves. 
Wild blackberry leaves cast maroon through fields along 
with nearby dogwood shrubs. 

This past week sugar maples still looked full with leaves 
but each year during the third week of October nearly all 
the remaining leaves fall in a 24-hour period. Some tree spe-
cies hold their green to the end of October while neighboring 
wildflowers still provide nectar for feeding bees and insects 
that have evaded hard frosts. 

Most goldenrod blooms have transformed to seed heads. 
White flowered frost aster continues as one of the final plants 
providing food for insects before fall frost brings the season 
to a close. New England aster provides vivid and elegant pur-
ple to pink blossoms that glorify fall season’s end. Wonder-
ful tan wild grass seed heads sway in fall breezes during the 
gradual transition to winter.

Experience the splendor of fall. This is one of the most 
colorful and enjoyable. Maybe it’s me savoring the quality of 
fall nature niches or maybe it is just me noticing. It is unlike-
ly I will live to experience fall seasons to age 130 but I relish 
those I get to experience. Take time to enjoy the fall season.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

You can help advance Audubon’s Migratory Bird Initiative by visiting public lands and reporting 
bird sightings on eBird – an online database of bird observations providing scientists, research-
ers and amateur naturalists with real-time data about bird distribution and abundance. Photo 
courtesy of Michigan DNR.

One of the best ways to 
enjoy Michigan’s fall colors 
and fresh air is to take in the 
many majestic migratory 
birds that dot our skies and 
landscapes this time each 
year. Better yet, birders of 
all experience levels can 
lend bird research a hand 
by sharing observations of 
what they see and when and 
where they see it.

Michigan’s fall migration 
includes waterfowl, shore-
birds, waterbirds, songbirds 
and raptors that head south 
to their wintering grounds. 
Such bird patterns, often 
complex and misunder-
stood, are key to helping 
identify conservation prior-
ities that best support these 
winged wanderers.

Why does that matter to 
you? Well, researchers need 
help. You can help advance 
Audubon’s Migratory Bird 
Initiative by visiting pub-
lic lands and reporting bird 
sightings on eBird—an on-
line database of bird obser-
vations providing scientists, 
researchers and amateur 
naturalists with real-time 
data about bird distribution 
and abundance. Plus, eBird 
makes it easy to keep track 
of your own bird observa-
tions, photos and audio files.

The DNR owns and man-
ages half of Michigan’s 103 
Important Bird Areas (sites 
of international significance 
for the conservation of the 
world’s birds), and it’s no 
surprise these make for ex-
cellent birding destinations. 
Many are in DNR-managed 
state wildlife and game ar-
eas. Before you go, though, 
become familiar with hunt-
ing season start dates at 
these locations; check the 

Michigan Hunting Digest 
or call your local DNR of-
fice. Birders are advised to 
wear brightly colored cloth-
ing, as fall hunting seasons 
are getting underway, and 
remember that a Recreation 
Passport is needed for vehi-
cle entry at state parks and 
recreation areas. 

See the full list of Mich-
igan IBAs at Audubon.org. 
Other resources include a 
list of Michigan’s birding 

trails and sanctuaries, plus 
the MI Birds blog with tips 
on making the most of your 
fall birding experience.

For more birding inspira-
tion, explore MI Birds, your 
one-stop shop for all things 
birds in Michigan. Follow 
along on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram.

Before lighting that match to ignite leaf piles and brush, re-
member to check if conditions are safe for burning and know 
your local fire ordinances. Photo courtesy of Pixabay.

Ranger Steve

Leaves are turning red and gold across Michigan, and for 
many, that means it’s time to take care of fall yard cleanup 
before the snow flies.

Before lighting that match to ignite leaf piles and brush, 
remember to check if conditions are safe for burning and 
know your local fire ordinances. You can also consider 
mulching or composting fallen leaves, which enriches the 
soil and does not pose a wildfire hazard. 

If you’re in the Upper Peninsula and northern Lower 
Peninsula, visit Michigan.gov/burnpermit or call 866-922-
BURN to find out whether burning is allowed. Southern 
Lower Peninsula residents can get burn permits from their 
local government or fire department.

“Although temperatures are getting cooler, dry weather 
and high winds can still carry sparks with the potential to 
start wildfires,” said Paul Rogers, DNR fire prevention spe-
cialist.

When burning, always have a water source nearby and 
never leave a fire unattended. It’s ok to burn natural ma-
terials like leaves, branches and logs, but not legal to burn 
plastic or other trash.

Visit Michigan.gov/BurnPermit for more information on 
responsible burning.

Questions? Contact Paul Rogers at 616-260-8406.
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE
Operation Safe Stop 
runs this week
Enforcement effort is part of School Bus Safety Week

Starting October 19, law enforcement officers throughout Michigan will be ramping up 
patrols of motorists illegally passing school buses. Operation Safe Stop is part of national 
School Bus Safety Week, which runs October 19-23. In 2019, nearly 2,100 citations were 
issued to drivers for failing to stop for a school bus, the most in the last 10 years.

“We learn it as kindergarteners; red means stop. It’s as simple as that,” said Michael L. 
Prince, director of the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning. “Even with remote 
learning happening throughout the state, buses are still on the road. When you see the 
flashing lights, stop.”

According to the Michigan State Police (MSP) Criminal Justice Information Center, 
there were 1,197 crashes involving school buses in Michigan in 2019. Of those, 114 hap-
pened at bus stops. From the bus stop crashes, there were 42 injuries. Michigan bus drivers 
conducted a one-day survey in May 2019. In just that one 
day, the 1,373 participating bus drivers reported 508 times 
that a motorist passed a school bus illegally.

“Every time a driver ignores the flashing lights or stop 
arm of a bus, they are putting a student’s life in danger,” 
said Kellie Dean, president and CEO of Dean Transporta-
tion. “Operation Safe Stop will help keep students safe and 
will educate drivers on how to safely share the road with 
buses.”

Drivers should prepare to stop when they see the over-
head flashing yellow lights of a bus, and stop at least 20 feet 
away from a bus when the overhead lights flash red. Drivers 
who pass stopped school buses may be charged with civil 
infractions carrying a fine between $100 and $500. Viola-
tors may also be required to perform up to 100 hours of 
community service at a school. Drivers who pass a stopped 
school bus and cause a death are subject to a felony with 
either a fine up to $7,500 or up to 15 years in jail. Drivers 
who pass a stopped school bus and cause an injury face a 
misdemeanor charge and either a fine up to $1,000 or up 
to one year in jail. The MSP Calumet Post received a 2019 
Outstanding Traffic Safety Award for its efforts in reducing 
illegal school bus passing in the Calumet area. The post 
distributed educational materials and dedicated 74 hours to 
patrol for this violation. At the conclusion of the initiative, 
school bus drivers reported fewer problems.

LibraryLibrary
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
years.  From May of 2018 to today, the Friends have donated 
$20,088 to provide such essentials as security cameras, handi-
cap-door operator,  security pads for staff and renters, chairs for 
the classroom, help with the electronic sign, money for programs 
and a new iPhone 11 for Online programming. This is just a snap-
shot of why our friends are essential to the growth and health of 
our library! 

Not only have our Friends donated thousands of dollars, but 
over the years as we shared our needs, dreams, and program ideas, 
they have always been there for us, offering hands-on assistance 
and financial support to make our dreams a reality for you.     

If you would like to join our vibrant and committed Friends 
Group, or if you only have time to be a “Fair-Weather Friend” 
and help with various projects or have a great fundraising idea to 
share, there is a place for YOU! For more details, check out our 
Friends Brochure on the Library’s website:  cedarspringslibrary.
org.  



Extend your enjoyment of nutritious 
pumpkins
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Local camp offers trunk or treat and 
camp activities

Sand Lake Oktober 
family funfest
This Friday and Saturday in Sand Lake

Hold onto your lederhosen, Oktoberfest (or at least a fam-
ily version of it) is coming to the Village of Sand Lake! 
Even though there are some slight differences from the 
world’s largest Volfsfest held in Munich, Bavaria, Germa-
ny, Oktober Family Fun Fest in the Village of Sand Lake 
will have many fun-filled activities for all members of the 
family.

The event will start on Friday, October 23 at 6 p.m. and 
will run until 8 p.m. Pre-register your car ($5), enjoy the 
cruise show and food items from Big Red’s BBQ, Hungry 
Face, Majoor Concessions and Gretchen’s Kitchen. You 
can also enjoy local fare at Mr. E’s Pizza, Aiden’s Place, 
or Lakeside Inn and a cold beverage at Tri-County Eagles.

The fun doesn’t stop there! Saturday, October 24, brings 
food trucks, baked goods provide by Tri-County Eagles 
Ladies Auxiliary, family photo area, kids activities, pick a 
pumpkin, pop up shopping extravaganza, car judging and 
awards, and a special recognition ceremony where Sand 
Lake Firefighters will be acknowledged for their extraor-
dinary service during these uncertain times. Registration 
for the car show is from 8-11a.m. Firefighter recognition at 
noon.  All other events run from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

If you love family fun, cars, fall, firefighters or shopping 
for locally made crafts, Salisbury Park in the Village of 
Sand Lake is where you will want to be for Oktober Family 
Fun Fest (October 23 – 24).

Visit the official Village of Sand Lake’s facebook page for 
information on Halloween events.

AUTUMNAUTUMNAwesomeAwesome
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This Orange Smoothie variety is a great pumpkin for 
carving, painting, and its meat is sweet for homemade 
pumpkin pie. Photo courtesy of All-America Selections.

by Melinda Myers
 

Pumpkin is not just for dessert.  
Consider using this low calorie, fla-
vorful vegetable, botanically classi-
fied as a fruit, in any of the courses 
of your fall or holiday meals.

The beta carotene that gives 
pumpkin its orange color is an im-
portant antioxidant. Increasing the 
beta carotenes in your diet can re-
duce the risk of developing some 
cancers and provide protection 
against heart disease. 

And do not throw the seeds in the 
compost pile, roast them instead 
and enjoy the anti-inflammatory 
benefits of this snack. Remove the 
pulp by rinsing the seeds in cold 
water.  Spread the seeds in a single 
layer on a baking sheet treated with 
a non-stick cooking oil.  Lightly 
salt.  Bake at 325° for 25 minutes.  
Stir the seeds after 10 minutes.  Al-
low to cool and store any leftovers, 
if there are any, in an airtight con-
tainer.

Harvest pumpkins when the fruit 
is fully colored and the rind has lost its shine and is hard.  The 
curly tendrils near the pumpkin will turn brown and die when 
the fruit is fully ripe. Use a pruning shear to cut the stem and 
avoid damage to the plant and your harvest. Leaving several 
inches of the pumpkin’s stem intact increases their storage life.  
And look for blemish-free fruit with intact stems when buying 
pumpkins from the grocery store or farmers’ market.

Always harvest pumpkins before the first frost. Or cov-
er plantings with floating row covers, old sheets or blankets 
when frost is in the forecast.  Protecting plants from the first 

few frosty nights can keep them 
growing until the remaining 
frost-free days of the season are 
back in the forecast.

Only store pumpkins free of 
soft spots, cuts and other damage 
that can lead to decay. Cleaning 
them before storing can help ex-
tend their shelf life. Wipe them 
down with a dilute solution of 
one tablespoon of bleach per gal-
lon of water. Allow them to dry 
thoroughly before placing them 
in storage. Washing the fruit re-
moves bacteria and fungal spores 
that can contribute to decay.

Store pumpkins in a dark, dry, 
cool location between 50 and 60 
degrees for storage. Place them 
in a single layer on cardboard, 
crates or wooden shelves. Avoid 
storing them directly on a con-
crete floor that can lead to rot.

Check pumpkins regularly for 
rot and soft spots. Remove any 
that show signs of rot and add 
them to the compost pile. Pump-
kins that are stored properly can 
last for several months.

Remember to take time this 
season to enjoy the harvest and 

flavor as you cook up some tasty, nutritious pumpkin dishes 
this fall.

Melinda Myers is the author of more than 20 garden-
ing books, including Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD series and 
the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and her web site is www.Melin-
daMyers.com.

 
Come join Pine Ridge 

Bible Camp for a late after-
noon of fun for the whole 
family on October 31, from 
3:00-6:00 p.m.! Partnering 
with a few local churches, 
the day will include free 
activities like trunk or treat, 
illusionist shows, puppet 
shows, wagon rides, music 
and other fun activities. For 
those that want even more 
fun, charged activities will 
include laser tag, go carting, 
ninja course, and archery. 
Open to people of all ages. 
Children under 14 must be 
accompanied by an adult.

Payment for charged ac-
tivities will be taken the day 
of event. Cash is preferred. 
Cost is $10/person for a 
wrist band that includes all 
activities except go carting. 
Single activity tickets, in-
cluding go carting, can be 
purchased for $2 ticket (go 
carting will be 2 tickets). 
Food can be purchased for 
an additional fee from the 
snack shop.

Costumes are optional, 
but the camp requests that 
costumes be wholesome 
and not scary or gory.

For more information on 
this event, go to the Face-
book page for Pine Ridge 
Bible Camp and search un-
der events for Ridge Fest – 2 
Fall Edition / Trunk or Treat 
- https://fb.me/e/399Zs2YEJ.

Ridge Fest provides a safe Halloween alternative event 
for families



popart The Popcorn Board • www.popcorn.org

For more simple and tasty popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org

Have a

Witchy Popcorn Balls

Makes: 8 (4-inch) popcorn balls
Preparation time: 40 minutes

Ingredients:

 16 chocolate wafer cookies 

 3 quarts popped popcorn

 4  tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter or 
margarine

3 cups miniature marshmallows

 3  tablespoons (1/2 of a 3-ounce box)  
lime gelatin dessert mix

  Green food color, optional

 8 chocolate ice cream cones

3/4 cup chocolate chips

   Orange sugar sprinkles, placed in a  
small dish

  Jelly beans, candy corn, licorice string

Directions:

1. Spread a sheet of wax (or parchment) paper over a work surface and place the wafer 
cookies on it.

2. Spray a large mixing bowl with cooking spray and place popcorn inside.

3. In a medium saucepan, melt butter over low heat. Stir in marshmallows and gelatin 
dessert powder until marshmallows are melted and mixture is smooth. If  desired, adjust 
color with a drop or 2 of food color. Pour over popcorn and mix well until coated.

4. Spray hands with cooking spray and press �rmly to form into 8 balls. Place balls on 8 
of the wafer cookies. Press candy decorations into popcorn balls to form eyes, nose and 
mouth. 

5. Place chocolate chips in a small microwave-safe bowl. Cover and heat for 10 seconds. Stir 
chocolate to aid melting. Repeat as needed until chocolate is melted and smooth.

6. Spoon about 1/2 teaspoon melted chocolate onto the top of each popcorn ball. Press a 
few licorice strings into chocolate to form ‘hair’. 

7. Dip cone edges into melted chocolate and then into orange sugar sprinkles. Place on 
remaining wafer cookies to form witches hat. Place hats onto popcorn balls. Allow 
chocolate to set for about 45 minutes before serving.

8. Serve or seal individually in plastic wrap for storage. 

It’s National Popcorn Poppin’ Month
The autumn season brings out witches, 

goblins and ghosts and one of the most 
favorite celebrations of the year: National 
Popcorn Poppin’ Month.

For the child in us all there’s also 
Halloween, but National Popcorn Poppin’ 
Month is a month-long celebration, which 
means plenty of time to enjoy America’s 
most popular “poppable” snack. Grab a 
handful and you’re helping consume some 
of the 16 billion quarts Americans eat each 
year. That’s roughly 51 quarts per man, 
woman and child.

Popcorn’s popularity is partially due 
to its irresistible aroma and taste, but 
it’s also a food that’s long been a part of 
American culture, associated with good 
times. Curious kids love watching the 
magical transformation from a hard seed 
to soft, �uffy snack while budget conscious 
parents love its “cheap eats” status. And 
everyone can appreciate that popcorn is a 
whole grain, providing carbohydrates and 
�ber to the diet, and naturally low in fat 
and calories. 

With all those reasons to love popcorn 
(as if you really needed them) why not scare 
up this frightfully good treat, compliments 
of the Popcorn Board (www.popcorn.com).
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Halloween 
Happenings 2020

Trick or treating might look a little different this year but 
you can still have some Halloween and harvest fun. Take a 
look at some of the events below. 

Green Family and Friends Pumpkin giveaway
Oct. 24: On Saturday, October 24, from 2-7 p.m., come 

on out to the 2020 pumpkin giveaway hosted by the Green 
family and friends, City Impact and the Cedar Springs 
Chamber of Commerce at Cedar Trails Elementary. We 
will have pumpkins, food, and limited entertainment. We 
will make this as fun as we can, but due to restrictions, 
we will not be allowed to have games. It will be a drive 
through event. If you do not have a car, you’re still wel-
come to come. We will accommodate walkers. We don’t 
want to leave anybody out. But we will be enforcing social 
distancing. Enter from Holton street (off Northland Drive) 
next to Green Acres retirement village.

East Nelson Church Annual Trunk or Treat
Oct. 24: On October 24, from 4-6 p.m., East Nelson Unit-

ed Methodist Church, 9024 18 Mile Rd, will hold its annual 
trunk or treat. We will keep everything safe and follow all 
safety and health protocols. This year, everything will be 
kept outdoors. We will have sanitizing stations, social dis-
tance markers, and those passing out candy will be wearing 
masks and gloves. We ask that one family visit a trunk one 
at a time. As you leave, you will be served cider and donuts. 

The Springs Church Trunk or Treat
Oct. 31: The Springs Church will be having their annual 

trunk or treat on Saturday, Oct 31, from 4-7 p.m. 
at the corner of Oak & Grant Streets. Come join the fun 

and see the fun trunks for candy!

Businesses -Trick or treating
Oct. 31: Many businesses in Cedar Springs will host trick 

or treating at their business on Saturday, Oct. 31. There will 
be sheriff deputies helping kids cross the street between 
5-7 p.m. Perry’s Place LLC will hold trick or treating from 
noon to 6 p.m. Other places open include the Red Flan-
nel Festival, the Cedar Springs Public Library, The Springs 
Church, and more.

AUTUMNAUTUMNAwesomeAwesome

The Post will not be participating in 
Trick or treating this year due to the 

holiday landing on the weekend 
and to protect our employees 

during this ongoing pandemic. 

We will miss seeing all of the 
costumes and smiling faces. 

Stay safe and have a 
wonderful Halloween!

Waldo our office cat/greeter will miss seeing you all this 
Halloween.
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SPORTSSPORTS
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Cedar Springs over 
Ottawa Hills 46-22

Cedar Springs equestrian division B reserve champions

Cedar Springs Equestrian team are Division B reserve state champions. Pictured L to R: As-
sistant Coach Dan Dunham, Morgan Chaffin, Gloria Alavarez, Melana Kettler, Parker VanDyke, 
Chloe Myers, Taryn Troupe, Emily Egan and Head Coach Katie VanDyke. Missing are grooms 
Casey Fiske and Lorraine Ives.

The three top earning point riders from left to right: Gloria Alvarez and her horse Tyler; Parker 
VanDyke and his horse Deuce; and Chloe Myers and her horse Joe.

Nathan Elliston runs with the ball. Photo by Brandon Kramer Photography.

It’s been a great year for 
the Cedar Springs Eques-
trian team, which culmi-
nated with them competing 
at state last weekend and 
being awarded the title of 
Division B state reserve 

champions.
The Cedar Springs riders 

started out this season by 
winning all three district 
meets, besting their com-
petition by over 200 points 
to earn the title of District 

5, Division B Champions 
earlier this year. They then 
went on to compete at re-
gionals.

Regionals took place in 
Mason, MI October 2nd 
- 4th. “Our team had an 

amazing weekend, earn-
ing us the title of regional 
champions and moving us 
onto State, which was held 
this past weekend October 
15-18 in Midland, MI,” ex-
plained Coach Katie Van-
Dyke. “Again, our team 
worked so well and had 

great rides, earning us the 
title of Division B Reserve 
Champions. We narrowly 
missed the Championship 
by 14 points!”

Cedar Springs compet-
ed against 9 other teams 
in Division B at the state 
championship. Their top 

three point earning riders 
were Parker VanDyke, Glo-
ria Alavarez and Chloe My-
ers.

Congratulations to the 
Cedar Springs Equestrian 
team!

Da’Montae Barnett had 168 yards in the Cedar Springs win over Ottawa Hills last Friday. Photo 
by Brandon Kramer Photography.

By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs got a 
much-needed win last Fri-
day over Ottawa Hills, 
where they racked up 
432 yards on the ground 
(Da’Montae Barnett had 
168), and upped their re-
cord to 3-2 in the OK Gold.

Ottawa Hills hit the board 
first, with 5:43 left in the 
first quarter when Kamari-
on Craig ran up the middle 
for a 7-yard touchdown. 
The two-point conversion 
run by Keveon Beal was 
good.

Cedar Springs then scored 
with 2:42 left in the first on 
two-yard touchdown run by 
Alex Ream. He then ran it 
into the endzone for the 
two-point conversion. At 
the end of the first quarter, 
the score was 8-8.

Cedar Springs scored 
again with 9:41 on the clock 
in the second, on a one-yard 
run by David DiPiazza. 

Quarterback Jeremy Cam-
pione then passed to Nathan 
Elliston to get another two 
points. The score was CS 
16, OH 8 at half.

Cedar Springs then scored 
twice in the third. First was 
on a 13-yard touchdown 
run by Da’Montae Barnett, 
and an extra two point run 
by Antwuan Nicholls. Then 
with 3:23 left in the third, 
Antwuan Nicholls ran up 
the middle for a 23-yard 
touchdown, followed by a 
Campione run for two more 
points. At the end of third, 
the score was CS 32, OH 8.

Each team then scored 
twice in the fourth quarter. 
Ottawa Hills scored with 
11:51 on the clock when 
Scharal Horton ran up the 
middle for a 42-yard touch-
down. He then ran in two 
more points. 

Cedar Springs scored 
next when Campione ran 
up the middle for a 10-yard 
touchdown, and Da’Mon-

tae Barnett’s run in for 
two points was good. They 
scored again with 3:52 left 
when Barnett ran to the left 
for a 25-yard touchdown. 
Campione’s pass for extra 
points was no good.

Ottawa Hills scored one 
last time with 2:29 left 
when Keymarion Gibson 
ran left for a 55-yard touch-
down. Scharal Horton’s 
pass for extra points was no 
good. The final score was 
CS 46, OH 22.

Cedar Springs racked up 
432 yards rushing on 49 
attempts. Barnett had 168 
yards on 14 carries, includ-
ing two touchdowns; Kyle 
Hoort got 89 yards on 10 
attempts; Antwuan Nicholls 
got 78 yards on 5 attempts 
and one touchdown; Jeremy 
Campione had 38 yards on 
6 attempts and one touch-
down; David DiPiazza had 
32 yards on 7 carries and 
one touchdown; Alex Ream 
      FOOTBALL- continues on page 14
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SPORTSSPORTS

The CTA boys soccer team are GL6 conference champs. Courtesy photo

Red Hawk boys soccer wins 
first round of district play

Nathan Elliston runs with the ball. Photo by Brandon Kramer Photography.

The Creative Technolo-
gies Academy boys varsity 
soccer team took first place 
in the Great Lakes 6 (GL6) 
regular season and first first 
place in the conference 
tournament, which took 
place on Sat., Oct. 17 at Al-
goma Christian School.

“Our teamwork con-
tinues to grow each year 
as the boys begin to trust 
one another and learn the 
game. We have players that 
are good on defense and 
we have players who are 
more geared for offense,” 
shared Coach Mark Win-

ters. “Learning to not give 
up and push through when 
it gets tough shows positive 
growth and experience for 
these young men.”

CTA is a part of the GL6 
Conference (Great Lakes 
6), that consists of the fol-
lowing teams: (Runner-up) 
Algoma Christian, Barry 
County Christian, Liber-
tas Christian, Sacred Heart 
Academy, West Michigan 
Academy of Environmental 
Science, and West Michi-
gan Lutheran.

“It definitely has been a 
challenging year with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, can-
celled games, and sourcing 
facilities for games,” ex-
pressed Athletic Director 
Justin Harding. “We real-
ly want to thank Algoma 
Christian for hosting the 
League Tournament and be-
ing flexible with the sched-
ule.” 

The CTA boys soccer 
team is on season 3 and 
looks forward to grow-
ing together as a team and 
learning new skills each 
year.

CTA boys soccer crowned 
conference champions

Cedar Springs soccer after their win 
against Greenville. Courtesy photo.

Red Hawk Soccer seniors from left to right: Joe Priolo, 
Spencer Bray, Nate Van Kampen and Christian Moleski. 
Courtesy photo.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawks 
Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team ex-
ceeded expectations this season 
that were set forth by its coach-
ing staff, led by Head Coach, 
Chris Frilen and assisted by 
coach, Chris Novak.  The 2020 
season was supposed to be a 
year of rebuild and development 
of young talent after graduating 
nine seniors last season.  The Red 
Hawks have added nearly sev-
en freshmen to their starting 11, 
while the season prior they only 
started one. 

These expectations quickly 
changed, after the team stacked 



 
The JV boys cross country team had a chance to 

compete against varsity teams at the Kent Ottawa 
County Meet held at the Calvin College Gainey 
Athletic Complex on October 17. The boys com-
peted well against some of the best varsity pro-
grams in the area, coming away with a 4th place 
finish out of seven competing teams.

 Freshman Zach Reed (18th) had the race of the 
day, coming away with a 21 second PR (person-
al record) of 18:24 and a top finish for the team, 
closely followed by Gabe Minnich (21st) with his 
lifetime best performance as well at 18:27. Es-
pen Wood (24th) returned after a tough couple of 
weeks resting an injury finishing in 18:35.  Justin 
Voskuil (27th, 18:42), Jack Sherburn (28th, 18:44), 
and Caleb Menefee (30th, 18:58) rounded out the 
top five for Cedar Springs. Alex Cole (34th) ran an 
excellent race with a 13 second PR as well finish-
ing at 19:13.  Luke Price (62nd) had a great kick coming 
out of the woods and an epic dive into the finish line to cap 
it off for the Cedar Springs team in a time of 22:27.

“Pretty fun opportunity to get our dominant JV team 
some experience against some varsity competition,” said 
Coach Justin Jones. “Any time our JV team is finishing in 
the middle of the pack at the county championships, I’ll 

walk away a happy coach. The future is bright here; ex-
pect to see some strong, pack driven teams representing our 
town and program over the next few years,” he added.

The team enters into championship season with the var-
sity competing in pre-regionals held at Cedar Springs on 
Saturday, October 24, while the JV team will be traveling to 
Benzie Central for the Go Out On Top Invitational.  Good 
luck Red Hawks!
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SPORTSSPORTS
JV boys compete well at Kent 
Ottawa meet

Girls finish fourth in Kent Ottawa Meet

Hole-in-one

Red Hawk 
volleyball 
action

up five wins, including defeating the Greenville, Yellow 
Jackets Wednesday, October 14 in a last-minute thriller to 
clinch the first round of district 30 play and advancing to the 
second round, to meet Forest Hills Eastern. 

Coach Chris Frilen’s reaction to the team’s performance, 
“It was fantastic! For these young Red Hawks to win the 
game in the way they did, going from 1-0 up to 3-1 down 
at the half, and then battling back to win it 4-3 with only 
minutes left, is a testament to their character as a team. The 
boys played for each other and believed that they could and 
would prevail if they stayed together and kept fighting. It 
was a great moment for them in what has been a surreal 
2020 season.” The high scoring game included three goals 
from Red Hawks freshman, Muris Gafurovic Jr. and one 
goal from junior, Dan Cole.  Gafurovic, leads the team in 
scoring this season, with six goals.

The advancement to the second round of districts, match-
es that of prior year’s team that started eight seniors com-
pared to only four this year. The senior Red Hawks include: 
Spencer Bray, Nate Van Kampen, Joe Priolo and Christian 
Moleski. When asked about the graduating seniors, Coach 
Frilen said, “We have big shoes to fill, although this wasn’t 
as large of a graduating senior class; Spencer, Nate, Joe 
and Christian were all major contributors and leaders, both 
on and off the field, in addition to being great players and 
amazing young men. We wish them the very best and we’ll 
always be here for them.”

SoccerSoccer
...continued from page 13...continued from page 13

Congratulations to Jerry Coon, Tax Attic columnist, on 
achieving a lifetime goal on Friday, October 16 when he 
shot a Hole-in-One on the 4th hole at Pilgrim’s Run Golf 
Club in Pierson, MI.  Witnesses to his 108-yard shot on the 
par 3 hole were Greg Wagner, Pastor Tim Meendering and 
Doug Peterman.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime event!” remarked Coon.  
“Overall, I golfed poorly, but this happened on the 4th hole 
and I wasn’t concentrating much after that!”

Coon is with  Integrity Tax Group of Rockford, formerly 
Action Tax Service.

17 yards on 3 carries and one touchdown; Nathan Elliston 
had 7 yards on one carry; and Carter Falan had 3 yards on 
one carry.

Campione also attempted and completed one pass to 
Da’Montae Barnett for 15 yards. He was sacked once.

Ottawa Hills had 287 yards rushing, with 109 of that 
from Scharal Horton; Keymarion Gibson had 69; Domoin-
que Griffin had 40; Kamarion Craig had 19. 

Horton also completed three of five passing attempts to 
Keveon Beal for 43 yards, and was sacked three times.

Defensively, Alex Ream led Cedar Springs in tackles 
with 9, including one sack; Kyle Hoort had 8; Derek Dy-
merski had 5; both Logan Petty and Josh 

This week, Cedar (3-2) will host Kenowa Hills (2-3) for 
their last regular conference game.

As far as the playoffs, a release of all pairings, plus infor-
mation on purchasing tickets digitally and attendance lim-
its, will be released to schools and the media early Sunday 
afternoon. Game dates and times will be filled in Monday.

FootballFootball
...continued from page 12...continued from page 12

The Cedar Springs girls cross country team took to the 
course at the Kent Ottawa County Meet held at Gainey Ath-
letic Complex on Saturday, October 17. The girls finished 
4th out of seven teams scoring 118 points. 

“This course is usually challenging and not always 
fast. No PRs for anyone but some of them were close and 
still ran good places,” said Coach Melinda Stressman.

Finishing first for the Red Hawks in a time of 21:23 was 
junior Ally Ladd (14th overall) who got up with the front 
packs and stuck with them, not letting them get too far 
ahead. Freshmen Kaitlynn Brown (22nd) and Hannah Reed 
(23rd) were next for the squad with both ladies working 
really good together at moving up and keeping their pace 
strong throughout the race. They finished 22:26 and 22:45 
respectively. Senior Paige Marsman (32nd) ran very strong, 
maintaining a good pace, and pushing herself to earn a good 
spot and run the challenging course the best she could fin-
ishing in a time of 23:56. Freshman Reagan Viau (36th) 
was not far behind Marsman running strong and finished at 
24:24. Junior Madison Golliver (46th) ran strong into the 
finish with a time of 25:56 and Mikayla Caruthers (51st) 
pushed herself finishing at 26:51.

“I’m so proud of our girls. We have entered champion-
ship week and I am so excited to see our teams tear it up on 
the courses this week! They’ve worked so hard and have 
accomplished so much this season already,” said Coach 
Melinda Stressman.

The varsity team will be competing in pre-regional action 
on their home course on Saturday, October 24, with the JV 
team traveling to Benzie Central High School for the Go 
Out On Top meet. Good luck ladies!

ference Tournament.  
Makenna Outwin handed out 12 assists and added five 

digs and three kills in the loss for Cedar Springs. Cassi-
dy Canfield had 4 kills and three blocks, Elizabeth Fettig 11 
digs, Gracie Garchow four kills and 3 digs, Brandy Single-
ton 12 serve receives.

Junior Varsity and Freshman both fell in 0-2 matches to 
Catholic Central on the opening night of the Conference 
Tournament.  

The teams traveled to Greenville on Thursday, October 
15 where Varsity suffered a 0-3 non conference loss to the 
Yellow Jackets 17-25; 21-25; 13-25.  JV took a 21-25; 17-
25 loss, and Freshman were defeated 15-25; 17-25.  

Varsity leaders include: Libero Elizabeth Fettig with 11 
digs and 24 Serve Receptions, Arianna Rau tallied 3 kills 
and 2 blocks, Cassidy Canfield recorded 3 kills and block, 
Aaliyah Caulkins with 2 kills, Kennedi Jager 2 kills, Mak-
enna Outwin 12 assists and 4 digs, Chloe Fish with 2 digs, 
Brandy Singleton 10 serve recieves and Avery Peterson 
with 5 serve receives.

The Lady Red Hawks are 2-13 overall and 1-7 in confer-
ence as of Monday. All teams were scheduled to play sec-
ond round matches of the OK Gold Tournament on Tues-
day, October 20, with Cedar Springs hosting Kenowa Hills.  

The No. 2 ranked Grand 
Rapids Catholic Central 
Cougars earned a home 25-
9, 25-9, 25-6 sweep of the 
Cedar Springs Red Hawks on 
Tuesday, October 13 on the first 
night of the OK Gold Varsity Con-

is online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/sports/

SPORTSSPORTS



Ms. Kelsey 
Rogers

Ms. Rogers 
is in her second 
year of teaching 
1st grade here 
at CTA, though 
it feels like she 
has been here for 
years. Ms. Rog-
ers brings com-
passion and cre-
ativity into the 

classroom on a daily basis. Promoting 
mindfulness along with the character ed-
ucation curriculum, she believes even our 
young Chargers can make a big impact. She 
is passionate about growing 1st graders to 
become World Changers!

Mrs. Andrea 
Cedglowski

Though this 
is only Mrs. Ce-
glowski’s 2nd 
year as a Charger, 
it is her 28th year 
in education. She 
brings a wealth 
of knowledge and 
expertise to Kin-
dergarten. One of 

her many passions 
is to keep a strong balance of both appropri-
ate developmental play for social growth as 
well as high standards and high supports for 
academic growth. CTA’s youngest Chargers 
are lucky to have their Kindergarten experi-
ences led by Mrs. Ceglowski!

Mr. Justin 
Harding

Mr. Harding is 
in his fifth year 
teaching at CTA; 
he teaches math 
for 6th-8th grades. 
Mr. Harding builds 
strong relation-
ships with his stu-
dents and strives 
to keep learning in-
teractive and fun. It 

is his goal to have all students see themselves 
as mathematicians. Mr. Harding was awarded 
WGVU’s Cool Teacher Award in 2020. He 
also enjoys sports and serves as CTA’s athletic 
director. Our secondary Chargers are fortunate 
to have Mr. Harding lead their learning.

Mrs. Teresa 
Marsman

This is Mrs. 
Marsman’s third 
year at CTA. She 
teaches 7th grade 
Science and So-
cial Studies for 
6th-8th grades. 
Mrs. Marsman 
engages her stu-
dents by bringing 
Science and So-

cial Studies to life with captivating projects 
and hands-on activities. Her students look 
forward to her inviting classroom and sense 
of humor. Mrs. Marsman makes sure every-
one feels welcomed and ready to learn each 
day.

CTA Character traits
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!
Featured Staff Members

Andrea Ceglowski Justin Harding Teresa Marsman Kelsey Rogers

Each month, CTA 
focuses on a char-
acter trait that stu-
dents and staff learn 
about and imple-
ment into school, 
home, and commu-
nity. Students have 
a daily opportunity 
to demonstrate that 
character trait.

At the elementa-
ry level, classroom 
teachers spend time 
each day discussing 
and teaching around this trait with their students, 
and Elementary Principal Mrs. Bialkowski does 
a weekly lunch greeting to connect with students 
around the character traits. Staff gives students 
character cards that fill buckets in the elementary 
entrance. Students also have the opportunity to rec-
ognize classmates they see demonstrating the quali-
ties of the monthly trait.

In the secondary building, teachers and students 
dialogue around what it looks like to live out these 
character traits, and teachers hand out nomination 
slips to students they notice are putting the featured 
character trait into action. These slips are displayed 
on hallway bulletin boards and each nomination is 
entered into a drawing for a gift card.

For the month of September, the focus was on 
CARING.

This month CTA recognized several Chargers that 
were caught demonstrating CARING, and those 
individuals that took the time to nominate 
them.
ELEMENTARY

Lane Sloppye & Abel Moreno - Kinder-
garten

Nominated by Mrs. Ceglowski
Addisyn Dells - 1st grade
Nominated by Ms. Rogers
Abigail Gambill - 3rd grade
Nominated by classmate Gabriela Lopez
Selah Rohne - 5th grade
Nominated by Mrs. Norman
Cooper Christie - 5th grade
Nominated by classmate Raelynn Dells

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Penelope Rose - 6th grade
Natalie Haan - 7th grade
Xander Toth - 8th grade
Nominated by Middle School Teachers

HIGH SCHOOL
Gabi Christie - 9th grade
Brooklyn Schantz - 10th grade
Sawyer Marek - 11th grade
Stephen Hutchins - 12th grade
These students received a total of 10 

nominations from high school teachers.
CTA Chargers are currently focused on 

being HARDWORKING, October’s char-
acter trait.
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NOTICENOTICE

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

Solo – 10-month-old male – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Solo! This goofy boy 
has lots of energy and 
love to give! He does well 
with other social dogs 
and would love to be in 
a home that will give him 
the time and training to be 
the best boy around! Solo 
loves to be with his people 
and is ready to play, walk, 

and snuggle with you!

Sir Englewright – 2-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Sir Englewright! This 
proper gentleman with a 
silly name is ready to be 
your new best friend! He 
is a curious boy who, at 2 
years old, still has a lot of 
love to give. Sir Englewright 
would prefer to be the only 
cat in the home – as he is 
much too dignified for the 
company of other felines. Help give this fancy man a home 
today! 

Solo and Sir Englewright are available for adoption at 
Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 
adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

Say, “I saw it in 
The POST!”

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

USED HOMES 
PERIODICALLY 

FOR SALE.  
Watch our website!

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS
Revocable Living Trust 

of Marie J. Bigney
Date of Birth 07-10-1931 
TO ALL CREDITORS:
The decedent, Marie J. Big-
ney (Date of Birth: 07-10-
1931) grantor of The Win-
field S. Bigney and Marie 
J. Bigney Revocable Living 
Trust, dated the 22nd day 
of June, 2005, who lived at 
11838 Algoma Ave., Sparta, 
MI 49345 passed away 09-
23-2020. Creditors of the 
decedent are notified that all 
claims against The Winfield 
S. Bigney and Marie J. Big-
ney Revocable Living Trust 
dated the 22nd day of June, 
2005 will be forever barred 
unless presented to Leslie A. 
Bigney, Successor, Trustee 
in writing within 4 months af-
ter this publication.

Trustee: Leslie A. Bigney
11838 Algoma Ave.
Sparta, MI 49345
616-696-1273

Dated: October 22, 2020

Local company looking 
for CDL-A Drivers, 2 yrs. 
experience preferred, team 
positon, dedicated lanes to 
GA. Home every weekend. 
$1,400 per week. 1099 po-
sition. Call 248-259-9827. 
#40-44p

LOST RING: Emerald and 
diamond w/yellow gold in black 
ring box. If found please call 
616-309-3950. REWARD. #38

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

CandidatesCandidates
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6
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   2 peppermint patties
+ 3 small toys

   13 lollipops
   17 chocolate bars
+  4 popcorn balls

   8 coins + 5 mini bags of candy 
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Whew!

  Now I’ve got

to figure out  

my costume!

Sweet Treats - 
 Counting up 
 the Goodies

Spooooooky
  Sayings!1. skeletons in your closet

2. cat got your tongue
3. as the crow flies
4. to turn into a pumpkin
5. to start a witch-hunt
6. blind as a bat
7. white as a ghost
8. scaredy-cat
9. a ghost of a chance
10. like a kid in a candy store

A. very nervous; 
    fearful
B. to stay out late
C. dark or shameful 
     secrets you keep hidden
D. the straightest possible path
E. happy and excited
F. very pale; frightened
G. to have nothing to say
H. only a very small chance of success
I. to search fro people to find guilty
J. not able to see very well 

  Happy 
Halloween!

fun!
lots of

Have

      This year
Halloween may
be a little different,
but that’s okay!

will not be provided until the investigation is complete or until 
evidence is revealed in court.

The suspects were alleged to have called on members of 
the Wolverine Watchmen and associates to identify the home 
addresses of law enforcement officers in order to target them 
and made threats of violence to instigate a civil war leading to 
societal collapse.

At least some of the defendants participated in various 
demonstrations at the Michigan Capitol building over the past 
several months.

Due to the ongoing investigation and court proceedings, au-
thorities will not confirm the identities of suspects in photo 
images or video recordings, or whether they were present at 
specific events.

from the high school with the class of 1957. I played football and 
basketball all four years. I worked at Merren’s Grocery store and 
also the Steer House. I served in the Navy after I graduated from 
high school.  When I returned, I lived in Ensley Center where we 
raised our family.

Most of my adult life I worked at the Sparta Foundry, however, 
I have also worked a variety of other jobs including having my 
own hardware store and my independent business called, “Have 
Hammer Will Travel”.  We now live back in the village after be-
ing gone for about 12 years. I am 83 years old and retired. I have 
5 children and 7 grandchildren. Darrel Rau, my dad, served the 
village as president and/or treasurer for a multitude of years.  He 
was instrumental in getting water and gas to the village. 

I have served on various kinds of church committees. I was 

president of the Rotary in Middleville for several years. Now I 
serve the village of Sand Lake.”

What does Bill hope to accomplish if you elected? “I enjoy 
working on the DPW committee.  We are working on projects and 
I would like to continue with that work.  I also work with the S.L 
Fire Department who I think serves the community well. I would 
very much like to see the community come together so we are able 
to grow, prosper and attract new business. I now feel I have the 
experience with the board and would like to continue the work we 
have started.  We do need some kind of experience on the board so 
work will proceed for the good of the village.”

Village trustee, partial term (2 years, vote for not more 
than 1

Stacy Rudicil
Stacy Rudicil is running for the 

2-year partial term of Sand Lake 
Village trustee. “I am 41 years 
old. I bought my house in the vil-
lage of Sand Lake in February of 
2019. I have worked within the 
village since 2003. I Manage the 
Sand Lake and Cedar Springs 
Wesco stores. I have 2 kids, Lo-
gan who is a Tri-County graduate 

and Alyssa is who is a 7th grader at Tri-County Middle School. 
“I am currently the treasurer on the Sand Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, and have organized events in Sand Lake such as Easter egg 
hunts, 4th of July parade, 3 on 3 baketball tournament.”

If elected in as Village of Sand Lake trustee Stacy will put 
foward her experience of business management and leadership 
into building our Village towards a stronger financial future. 
Stacy has 17 years experience of managing, budgeting, and dis-
playing effective leadership of a successful business in the Village. 
Stacy will be passionate in going after grants to help our village and 
residents, she will also look for ways to bring more business into 
our village while still supporting the businesses we already have. 
Most importantly Stacy feels very strongly about making 
sure all residents are informed on big decisions, and listening 
to their feedback before placing her vote on these decisions. 
She is excited to work with Nelson Township, Sand Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce, and neighboring communities to bring forth a 
strong working community for the better of all that help our Vil-
lage of Sand Lake be a proud place to work, live and visit.

Newspaper Fun Solutions - from page 7
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small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Cedar Springs City Council will conduct the 
following public hearings at the regular meeting 
scheduled for Thursday, November 12, 2020 for 
the following topics: 

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To Amend 
Chapter 40, Article 1, Section 40-6 Entitled 
“Definitions – N – Z;” Chapter 40, Article 
IV, Section 40-468 Entitled “Marihuana 
Establishments And Facilities;” Chapter 40, 
Article VIII, Section 40-575, Paragraph (G) 
Entitled “Marihuana Establishments” Of The 
Code Of Ordinances For The City Of Cedar 
Springs. The Proposed Change Requires A 
Minimum Of 100 Feet Between Marijuana 
Establishments.  Copies Of The Proposed 
Amendment Are Available On The City 
Website At www.cityofcedarsprings.org

2. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To 
Amend Chapter 5, Article II, Section 3 En-
titled “Definitions” And Chapter 5, Article 
II, Section 8 Entitled “Establishment Re-
strictions” Of The Code Of Ordinances For 
The City Of Cedar Springs. The Proposed 
Change Requires A Minimum Of 100 
Feet Between Marijuana Establishments.  
Copies Of The Proposed Amendment Are 
Available On The City Website At www.
cityofcedarsprings.org

The City Council meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
and will be held in the Cedar Springs City Council 
Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. Persons having any questions regarding 
these matters are urged to attend this meeting. If 
you are unable to attend the public hearing, but 
wish to have your comments become a part of 
the official record of the meeting, please submit 
them in writing to the City Manager at manager@
cityofcedarsprings.org or the above address or 
contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Dated: October 22, 2020

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, October 8, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs Public Library
107 N. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:00 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present. 
No One Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Were No Scheduled 
Public Hearings; The Agenda And The Consent 
Agenda Were Approved With The Addition Of 
8E Ordinance Amendment To The Recreational 
Marijuana Regulator Ordinance- First Reading, 
8F Ordinance Amendment To The Recreational 
Marijuana Zoning Ordinance-First Reading, 8G 
Planning Commission Members; Action Taken: 
Motion To Approve The Purchase Of Two Au-
tomatic External Defibrillators At A Cost Not To 
Exceed $4975.00, Motion To Approve Of The 
Cedar Springs Museum’s Zoning Application For 
Storage Construction. Motion To Approve And 
Adopt The October 5th, 2020 COVID19 Pre-
paredness And Response Administrative Order 
Regarding The Health And Safety Of The Use Of 
Public Buildings In The City Of Cedar Springs.  
This Motion Shall Remain In Effect Until Rescind-
ed By The Mayor. Motion To Place A Moratori-
um On Recreational Marijuana Applications For 
Cedar Springs Until Pending Resolution To The 
Proposed Ordinance Amendment;  Discussions 
Were Held On: 2019-2020 Funds Returned To 
Fund Balance, Consumers Energy Assess-
ment Report, WWTP Tour-Late October, White 
Pine Trails Neighborhood, Ordinance Amend-
ment To The Recreational Marijuana Regulator 
Ordinance- First Reading, Ordinance Amend-
ment To The Recreational Marijuana Zoning 
Ordinance-First Reading, Planning Commission 
Members. The Meeting Was Adjourned At 8:52 
P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are Avail-
able In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will Be 
Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: Oct. 22, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

.
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

Regular Board Meeting
October 7, 2020

Synopsis of Minutes
Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Mojzuk. Absent: None
Approved: October 7, 2020 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: September 2, 2020 Regular Board 
Meeting minutes. Old Business: Approved: to 
continue including the grinder pump maintenance 
in the quarterly billing with further information to 
be gathered and revisited for the 2022 budget. 
Approved: final payment to A-1 Asphalt. New 
Business: Approved: to support an eagle scout 
project. Approved: NKCE by-law changes. Audit 
and financial statements for FY 2020. Approved: 
$31,009.40 to purchase Genesis equipment/
tools for the fire station.

Next meeting: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 @ 
7 PM. Complete minutes available at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours 
and on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: Oct. 22, 2020  Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., Nov. 11, 
2020 at 7:00 PM at the Township Hall, 7450 14 
Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. The following 
application will be a matter for consideration:

Application by Taylor, located at 8329 & 8321 
JeNeBe., Rockford, MI, 49341
PP# 41-07-34-151-060 & 061, Location for New 
Residence to be built, both existing residences 
to be demolished. For release from Section 5.04 
District Regulations, Front yard setback, Section 
2.14 C. Location of pool.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating. We will 
follow any Covid 19 guidelines as required.

Dated: Oct. 22, 2020  Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
County of Kent, Michigan 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Accuracy Test

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public 
Accuracy Test for the
November 3, 2020 General Election has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, October 27, 2020 at 2 
pm in the Spencer Township Hall (basement), 
14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, MI 49326.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
determine that the program and the computer 
being used to tabulate the results of the election, 
counts the votes in accordance with the law.

Dated: Oct. 22, 2020  Lisa Wright
Spencer Township Clerk(616) 439-3400

North End Tire & Auto
3565 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs
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Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and Financial Services Agent

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Website:  www.conflittiagency.com

Wondering about your choices this open 
enrollment? Which plan fits your needs:

Original Medicare  
Medicare Supplement 
Medicare Advantage with Prescription 

Drug Coverage?
Call today to learn the key differences, 
licensed agents available 6am-9pm

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

hope
8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791
w w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o m

Supporting the fighters
Admiring the Survivors

Honoring the taken
and never, ever giving up

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLC

Serving Kent, Montcalm, 
Newaygo Counties 

and Surrounding Areas

616-636-5565 
or 616-951-7171

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

hope

SUPPORTING THE

ADMIRING THE 

HONORING THE 

AND NEVER, EVER GIVING UP

 fighters
survivors
taken

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-9740

HOPE

Supporting the fighters
survivors

taken
Admiring the 

Honoring the 
and never, ever giving up

Three things you need to know 
about biomarker testing and 
genetic mutations in breast 
cancer

(BPT) - This year 
alone an estimated 
276,000 women and 
2,620 men in the 
United States will be 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer. While breast 
cancer continues to 
impact a significant 
number of people 
each year, scientific 
advancements have 
led to more personal-
ized treatment options. Researchers have de-
veloped a greater understanding about the role 
that genes and defects in these genes, called 
mutations, can play in cancer development as 
well as help inform treatment decisions. Here’s 
what you need to know.

What is biomarker testing? 
Just as each person’s fingerprint is unique, 

breast cancer is different for every patient. 
Each breast cancer tumor has its own unique 
characteristics, including the presence of bio-
markers.

Scientists and medical professionals can bet-
ter understand a patient’s unique type of breast 
cancer with tests to detect specific biomarkers 
in tumors. Biomarker testing can be done by 
collecting tissue samples from a cancer tumor 
during a surgical procedure called a biopsy. 
Cancer cells are then analyzed in a lab to iden-
tify the biomarkers.

Biomarker testing can be done as soon as a 
patient is diagnosed with cancer. Medical or-
ganizations recommend patients undergo bio-
marker testing as early as possible, as it will 
help doctors determine a treatment plan and 
the best course of care.

Treatment plans based on biomarker testing 
may include innovative medicines called tar-
geted therapies, which are designed to target 
specific biomarkers in an individual tumor. Un-
derstanding more about the characteristics of a 
person’s tumor through biomarker testing can 
help doctors identify appropriate therapy op-
tions, including personalized treatments. If you 
have been diagnosed with breast cancer, it’s 
important to talk to your doctor about biomark-
er testing and how the results may inform your 
treatment decisions and family cancer risk.

What genes are important in 
breast cancer? 

Breast cancer can be influenced by genetics 
and may be passed on from parent to child. 
In some cases, inherited mutations in certain 
genes can mean a higher risk of developing 
breast cancer. For those at risk of inherited 
mutations, genetic testing, using either blood 

or saliva, is used to determine a person’s future 
risk for breast and other cancers. For people 
who have already received a breast cancer di-
agnosis, genetic testing may provide additional 
information with regard to treatment options.

The most commonly detected gene muta-
tions associated with breast cancer are in the 
BRCA1 or BRCA2 genes. BRCA stands for 
BReast CAncer susceptibility gene. Normally, 
BRCA genes prevent tumors from growing by 
repairing damaged DNA. When a BRCA mu-
tation is present, these genes may not work the 
way they are supposed to, and as a result, cells 
may grow and divide to form a tumor.

Immediate family members of a person 
who tests positive for an inherited mutation 
should consider genetic testing. There is a 50 
percent chance that a first-degree relative may 
also have the genetic mutation. Anyone who is 
concerned about their risk should speak to their 
doctor or a genetic counselor about whether 
genetic testing is right for them.

Where to find support
A breast cancer diagnosis can be frightening 

and confusing. It’s important for people with 
breast cancer to find resources and support to 
learn about their disease and to feel empow-
ered to take an active role in fighting their 
cancer. There are a wide variety of services 
available at the national and local levels to help 
with everything from finding a support group 
to caregiver services and finding rides to medi-
cal appointments.

It can be particularly helpful to share expe-
riences and get advice from others who have 
experienced breast cancer. Support groups can 
offer a safe forum to exchange perspectives, 
concerns and information to help patients nav-
igate the challenges they may face living with 
cancer. Peer support can also give patients the 
tools to have better, more productive conversa-
tions with their health providers. Importantly, 
finding the right support can help patients feel 
less alone in their journey.

For more information about BRCA gene 
mutations and breast cancer, visit https://www.
bebrcaware.com.
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Where to go for 
COVID-19 testing

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY
COVID-19 testing moved 
to drive-thru process
Spectrum Health United Hospital increases testing capacity You are feeling sick. You are tired and run-

down, have fever, chills, cough, nausea, and 
more. You think you may have been exposed 
to someone with COVID-19. How do you get 
tested?

You have a medical test that needs to be per-
formed. But first you need a COVID-19 test. 
What do you do?

Testing is free, and results come back quick-
ly, many times within 48 hours. Wait times for 
test results were running as high as seven to ten 
days at their peak in July.

“We want people to know that testing is free, 
quick, easy and available,” said Christopher 
Bendekgey, Community Clinical Services Di-
vision Director, Kent County Health Depart-
ment, in a news release late last month. “People 
are still contracting the virus, but we suspect 
they’ve heard it’s hard to get an appointment 
or others have waited over a week for results, 
and they’re thinking, ‘why bother?’ But it’s vi-
tal that we continue to track and work to stop 
the spread of this disease in our community.” 

You can get tested at various locations, in-
cluding the Kent County Health Department. 
Go to https://www.accesskent.com/Health/
covid-19-testing.htm to register. Tests are ad-
ministered using the Nasopharyngeal Swab. 
It is taking at least 24-72 hours for results to 
come back. A staff member from the Health 
Department will call you at the phone number 
you provide on your registration as soon as 
they are available.

Besides its own location(s), Kent County 
Health Department has partnered with NxGen 
MDx/LINC Up for COVID-19 testing. This is 
also a free testing site. For more information 
about this testing location, please call 855-776-

9436, email info@nxgenmdx.com or go to the 
NxGen/LINC Up scheduling link at https://nx-
genmdx.com/covid-19-testing-mi/.

There are also other places to get tested in-
cluding Mercy Health (833) 247-1258; Metro 
Health (616) 252-7200; Spectrum Health (833) 
559-0659; Rite Aid (616) 827-9906; WellCare 
Urgent Care (616) 591-5995; Cherry Health 
(616) 965-8347; CVS; Family Fare; and more.

Kent County Health Department, in accor-
dance with CDC guidelines, recommends a 
person get tested if:

• You have symptoms of COVID-19, i.e.,
o Any 1 of the following

§ Cough
§ Shortness of Breath
§ New loss of taste or smell

o Or any 2 of the following
§ Fever
§ Chills
§ Body aches
§ Headache
§ Sore throat
§ Nausea or vomiting
§ Diarrhea
§ Fatigue
§ Congestion or runny nose

• You’ve been in close contact with someone 
with COVID-19 (within 6 feet; 15 minutes)

• You suspect you’ve been exposed to some-
one with COVID-19.

• You are in a high COVID-19 transmission 
area and have attended a public or private gath-
ering of more than 10 people where people 
weren’t wearing masks or social distancing.

For more information on COVID-19 and 
coronavirus testing, visit www.accesskent.
com/health/coronavirus

Patients visiting 
Spectrum Health Unit-
ed Hospital for an 
outpatient COVID-19 
swab test will now see 
a large drive-thru can-
opy conveniently lo-
cated on Marvel Drive 
adjacent to the hospital. 

The change allows 
for better social dis-
tancing and increases 
the capacity to conduct 
more tests as schools, 
sports and the busy fall 
season begins. Hours at 
the testing site will be 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. daily.

“We’re very excited to roll 
out this drive-thru process,” 
said Spectrum Health United 
Hospital chief operating of-
ficer Jon Ashford. “We’ll be 
able to conduct more tests in 
the safest manner possible. 
This allows us to increasingly 
meet the needs of our commu-
nity.” 

Patients must have an order 
from a provider to receive a 
test. Appointments are encour-
aged. There are several easy 
ways to access COVID-19 
testing:

Get screened and 
self-schedule a COVID-19 
test through Spectrum Health 

MyChart. You do not have to 
be a Spectrum Health patient 
to use this service. To access 
MyChart, download the Spec-
trum Health app or visit my-
chart.spectrumhealth.org 

Once in MyChart, follow 
the instructions found at www.
spectrumhealth.org/covid-
19test to complete the symp-
tom screening process. 

Patients may also contact 
their provider to discuss the 
need for a COVID-19 test. 

If you require an interpret-
er or special assistance, call 
the COVID-19 hotline at 
833.559.0659. Also use this 
option if you are a pre-proce-

dure or surgery patient. If you 
qualify for a COVID-19 test, 
an appointment will be made 
for you.

For tests for children, also 
visit www.spectrumhealth.
org/covid19test for more in-
formation on how and when 
to have your child tested.

Spectrum Health emer-
gency departments are for 
patients seeking emergency 
services only and are not able 
to provide testing for patients 
without serious COVID-19 
symptoms.

People experiencing 
life-threatening symptoms or 
conditions should call 9-1-1. 
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345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.VanderhydeFord.com
Prices are plus tax, title, DOC fee and registration. Prices are subject to 
change based on market conditions. While supplies last.

 P2138A P2212 20T15A 20T288A

 20T212A

 P2182 P2186 P2183

 20T209A

 20T328A

 20T33B P2092A

 P2201

 20T184A

P2209

 P2199

AMERICA, WE WANT TO HELP YOU GET
BACK TO IT WITH THE FORD PROMISE*

2018 FORD EDGE SE
FWD 6-Speed Automatic EcoBoost 2.0L I4 GTDi DOHC 

Turbocharged VCT

$19,488$19,488

2018 FORD C-MAX HYBRID SE
Hatchback, FWD eCVT I4 Hybrid, Gray with 
Charcoal Black Interior, LOCAL TRADE-IN!!

$15,688$15,688

2018 FORD F-150 XLT
EcoBoost, V-6, 10-Speed Automatic, Oxford White with 

Black Interior, ONE OWNER LOCAL TRADE-IN!!

$35,488$35,488

2018 CHEVROLET TRAX LS
FWD 6-Speed Automatic ECOTEC 1.4L I4 SMPI DOHC 

Turbocharged VVT, Silver, ONE OWNER, LOCAL TRADE!!

$14,788$14,788

2019 FORD F-150 LARIAT
4WD 10-Speed Automatic EcoBoost 3.5L V6 GTDi DOHC 

24V Twin Turbocharged, Agate Black with Black Interior

$44,688$44,688

2018 FORD TRANSIT-350 XLT
Wagon, V-6, 6-Speed Automatic with Overdrive, RWD, 

Oxford White with Charcoal Interior

$25,688$25,688

2018 FORD F-150 XLT TRUCK 
4WD 10-Speed Automatic EcoBoost 3.5L V6, 24V Twin Tur-
bocharged, Shadow Black with Medium Earth Gray Interior

$35,988$35,988

2019 FORD TRANSIT-350 XLT
Wagon, RWD 6-Speed Automatic with Overdrive 3.7L V6 

Ti-VCT 24V, Oxford White with Pewter Interior

$28,988$28,988

2017 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
Summit 4WD 8-Speed Automatic 5.7L V8 HEMI,

Billet Silver with Metallic Clearcoat

$25,988$25,988

2018 FORD F-150 XLT TRUCK
4WD 10-Speed Automatic 2.7L V6 EcoBoost

Shadow Black with Black Interior

$35,688$35,688

2011 FORD EXPLORER LTD
4WD 6-Speed Automatic with Select-Shift 3.5L V6 Ti-VCT, 

Bronze with Charcoal Black Interior

$7,988$7,988

2018 FORD ESCAPE SEL
4WD 6-Speed Automatic 1.5L EcoBoost

Blue Metallic with Medium Light Stone Interior

$19,488$19,488

2019 FORD FUSION SE 
FWD 6-Speed Automatic 2.5L iVCT

Magnetic Metallic with Medium Light Stone Interior

$18,588$18,588

2017 FORD EXPLORER LIMITED
4WD 6-Speed Automatic with Select-Shift 2.3L I4 EcoBoost, 

Shadow Black with Medium Light Camel Interior

$23,988$23,988

2017 FORD ESCAPE TITANIUM
4WD 6-Speed Automatic EcoBoost 2.0L, Turbocharged 

VCT, Ingot Silver Metallic with Charcoal Black Interior

$22,688$22,688

2018 FORD F-150 XLT
4WD 10-Speed Automatic 2.7L V6 EcoBoost, Grey, 

ONE OWNER, LOCAL NEW CAR TRADE!!

$34,788$34,788

*Ford Promise Disclaimer: Available on Used and CPO vehicles, financed for personal use through FordCredit at participating Ford dealers from 10/1/2020-1/4/2021. Excluded in NY.  Excludes Seasonal Retail Payment Plan.  Customer must have a qualifying 
involuntary job loss thirty-one (31) – three hundred sixty five (365) days after vehicle purchase, be eligible for state unemployment benefits, and provide proper notification within thirty (30) days of qualified involuntary job loss. Maximum coverage is $15,000 per 
vehicle. Additional fees and restrictions may apply. See dealer for complete program details or visit www.ford.com/promise/.

Take Your Time
Vehicle return coverage is available up to one year from date of purchase or lease.

Buy With Confidence
To be eligible for a vehicle return, a consumer must:
• Have financed a used vehicle through Ford Credit at a partici-

pating Ford dealer from 10/1/2020-1/4/2021
• Have a qualifying involuntary job loss subsequent to vehicle 

purchase

• Apply and be approved for state unemployment benefits and 
notify the Claims Administrator within thirty (30) days of qualified 
involuntary job loss

• Minimum 30+ hours a week with single employer, minimum 12 
weeks within recent 17 consecutive weeks to qualifying event 
(12-months for self-employed bankruptcy)

• Maximum coverage is $15,000 per 
transaction

• Customer is responsible for remaining 
balance

• Excess mileage, wear and tear, and other 
restrictions and fees may apply

• Excludes fleet
• Not available in New York
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