
By Judy Reed

When families want to spend 
some quality time at the park, 
their four-legged family mem-
bers can now go along, too.

Riggle Park, located on 
Beech Street between Fifth and 
Cherry Street in Cedar Springs, 
now has an area fenced off 
specifically for dogs. The area 
is just over .41 acres and split 
into two sections: 3,600 feet 
for small dogs, and 14,500 feet 
for big dogs.

Work on the fence began 
last Friday, October 9 and was 
done by local volunteers. The 
labor was all donated with 
City Councilpersons, Plan-
ning Commission Members, 
a DDA member and Privacy 
Fence Company, a local fenc-
ing company taking the lead on 
installation.  

According to City Manager 
Mike Womack, the final cost is 

going to be around $3,300 for 
materials. 

“This dog park is something 
that we have wanted to have 
for our community for some 
time now so I was happy to 
be able to help organize it and 
install some of the fencing,” 
said Womack.  “I continue to 
find that this City is filled with 
volunteers who are interested 
in getting things done for the 

betterment of everybody.  With 
the money saved on labor on 
this project, we can now put 
that money towards some oth-
er projects that we have in the 
works such as the natural play-
ground by the amphitheater, 
pickle-ball courts by Hilltop, 
a half-court basketball court in 
Riggle Park, a full size basket-
ball court in Morley Park and 
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City installs new dog park

Volunteers working on the dog 
park. Post photo by J. Reed.

Volunteers from Privacy Fence led the installation of the 
fence at the dog park. Post photo by J. Reed.

Six  a rre sted on  fede ra l  
cha rge  of  conspira cy to  
k idnap the  gove rnor
Seven more arrested on state charges 
related to the plan

A Grand Rapids man appears to be the 
ringleader in a plot to kidnap Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer.

United States Attorney Andrew Birge 
announced last week that six men have 
been arrested and charged federally with 
conspiring to kidnap the Governor. Ac-
cording to a complaint filed Tuesday, Oc-
tober 6, 2020, those charged are Adam 
Fox, of Grand Rapids, MI; Barry Croft, of 
Delaware; Ty Garbin, of Hartland Town-
ship, MI; Kaleb Franks, of Waterford, MI; 
Daniel Harris, of Lake Orion, MI; and 
Brandon Caserta, of Canton, MI. The six allegedly conspired to 
kidnap the Governor from her vacation home in the Western Dis-
trict of Michigan.

Under federal law, each faces any term of years up to life in 
prison if convicted. 

U.S. Attorney Birge said that “Federal and state law enforce-
ment are committed to working together to make sure violent 
extremists never succeed with their plans, particularly when they 
target our duly elected leaders.”

The federal complaint in this case alleges that the FBI began an 
investigation earlier this year after becoming aware through social 
media that a group of individuals was discussing the violent over-
throw of certain government and law enforcement components. 
Through confidential sources, undercover agents, and clandestine 
recordings, law enforcement learned particular individuals were 
planning to kidnap the Governor and acting in furtherance of that 
plan. This group used operational security measures, including 
communicating by encrypted messaging platforms and used code 
words and phrases in an attempt to avoid detection by law en-
forcement. 

On two occasions, members of the alleged conspiracy conduct-
ed coordinated surveillance on the Governor’s vacation home. 
Fox and Croft discussed detonating explosive devices to divert 

Adam Fox, of 
Grand Rapids, 
was one of sev-
eral arrested in a 
plot to kidnap Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer.

The beauty of fall

By Judy Reed

This time of year is a picturesque reminder 
of the beauty we experience here in Michigan 
as leaves and fall foliage turn bright shades of 
red, yellow, and orange. We asked readers on 
our Facebook page to post their photos of the 
changing fall colors, and they did not disap-
point! Take a look at all the great photos sub-
mitted, both here in our paper (see pages 8-9) 
and on our Facebook page.

Carol Campbell - Manistee River Trail. Carol Campbell - Manistee River Trail. 
Stacie Minard - Roadside Park,  Newaygo. Stacie Minard - Roadside Park,  Newaygo. 



Vestergaard-Kanitz, they dec-
orate the lobby every year 
during October. 

“October is National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, a 
time to learn more about the 
disease and efforts to cure it. 
Decorating the lobby and sell-
ing the Breast Cancer Research 
semipostal stamp is our way to 
bring awareness and be part of 

the solution,” she explained.
Residents can help fund 

breast cancer research by pur-
chasing the special stamp. She 
said they have three Semi-post-
al stamps: the Breast Cancer 
Research stamp, the PTSD 
stamp, and the Alzheimer’s 
stamp. “Semi-postal stamps 
are a regular forever stamp 
($0.55) + $0.10 going to their 

respective foundations and are 
available all year.”

The Breast Cancer Research 
semipostal was issued July 
29, 1998, in Washington, DC. 
As of the end of August 2020, 
more than 1.06 billion Breast 
Cancer Research stamps had 
been sold, bringing the total 
revenue raised to more than 
$91.4 million.

The Breast Cancer Research 
semi-postal stamp was first is-
sued in 1998 and reissued in 
2014.  Purchase of the stamp 
supports the Breast Cancer 
Research work of the Nation-
al Institutes of Health and the 
Medical Research Program of 
the Department of Defense.  It 
was designed by artist Whit-
ney Sherman.

For all your �nancial service needs, call on
Member SIPC

Financial Advisor
. 4027 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

PLEASE HELP US
REACH OUR GOAL

www.edw m

We hope to collect 1250 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 17th.  Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at 
our office Monday - Friday from 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Thank you for your 
help!

We hope to collect 1500 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 15th. Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at our 
office Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  No cash donations accepted. 
Thank you for your help!

We hope to collect 2,750 pounds of food for 
the Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry 
between October 15th and November 19th.  
Non-perishable foods can be dropped off 
at our office Monday-Friday from 9:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.  No cash donations accepted. 
Thank you for your help!

Seth Donnan
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LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Tomorrow marks the 140th anniversary of the 
sinking of the Alpena, which claimed the life 

of local beer pioneer Christoph Küsterer.

It remains the largest known civilian loss of life 
accident on Lake Michigan.

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.

Pink out with the Cedar Springs 
U.S. Post Office
By Judy Reed

If you’ve had the chance to stop 
in to the Cedar Springs branch of 
the U.S. Post Office, you’ll see the 
employees are doing their part to 
raise awareness of breast cancer 
this month.

According to clerk Rachael 

 Correction 
Last week we ran an article on Alpha Family Center and 

their quest to raise funds for an Ultrasound machine. In the 
article we said that Alpha had raised a matching portion 
of the funds. While they did raise funds, they were not 
“matching” funds. As we explained later in the article, the 
funds raised by Alpha are to be used for the other expenses 
involved in making the conversion to a medical center.

Also, the Knight of Columbus are not working with Alpha. 
They are working on behalf of Alpha to raise the rest of the 
funds. The local council is working to raise their 50 percent 
portion of the cost of purchasing Alpha an ultrasound machine. 
The other 50 percent of the purchase price of the machine is 
then matched by the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council. 

We apologize for the confusion.

Town  ce lebra t e s fi rst  weekend in  Octobe r

Trixie Tang performed at the Cedar Springs Brewing Company. 
Band photo courtesy Anthony Norkus.

Cornhole tournament at the Cedar 
Springs Brewing Company.

There may not have been an offi-
cial Red Flannel Day this year, but 
residents still celebrated the first 
weekend in October, just on a smaller 
scale.

City businesses had sidewalk 
sales, there was a craft fair at the Ce-
dar Springs Library, and the Cedar 
Springs Brewing Company held a 
Festival market, cornhole tournament 
and concert. All were organized by 

different entities.
“Things went well,” said 

David Ringler, Director of 
Happiness at Cedar Springs 
Brewing Company. We had 
a nice turnout for our Festival 
Market with about 25 ven-
dors, Cornhole Tournaments 
(Friday night and two on Sat-
urday), and Live Music Fes-

tival Celebration (with Trixie 
Tang).

“We were able to distance 
our assets around our out-
door space so guests could 
enjoy the activities safely. We 
missed the Red Flannel Festi-
val, of course, but it was nice 
that we could do a little some-
thing for everyone to enjoy.” 

Po st  Tr a ve ls  t o  
My r t le  B e a ch ,  SC

Above: Bruce 
Chapman and 
his niece Staci 
Ramirez enjoy the 
beach.
Left: Mike and Be-
linda Sanderson 
pose with the Post 
in the Atlantic 
ocean.

The Chapman’s and the Sanderson’s, along with Staci 
Ramirez, enjoyed celebrating The Feast of Tabernacles in 
Myrtle Beach, SC this October.   They stayed in a condo on 
the beach and enjoyed the Atlantic ocean. 

Are you going on vacation? Be sure to take along a printed 
edition of the Post and get someone to snap a photo of you or 
your family with it. Send it to us along with some info about 
your trip (where you went, who went along, what you saw) 
and send the photo and info to news@cedarspringspost.com. 
We will print as space allows.



(Mt. Wolf, PA, Oc-
tober 9, 2020) – U.S. 
Secretary of Agri-
culture Sonny Per-
due announced last 
Friday that the U.S. 
Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) is 
extending flexibilities to 
allow free meals to con-
tinue to be available to all 
children throughout the en-
tire 2020-2021 school year. 
This unprecedented move is 
part of USDA’s unwavering 
commitment to ensuring 
all children across Ameri-
ca have access to nutritious 
food as the nation recovers 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

“As our nation recovers 
and reopens, we want to 
ensure that children contin-
ue to receive the nutritious 
breakfasts and lunches they 
count on during the school 
year wherever they are, and 
however they are learn-
ing,” said Secretary Per-
due. “We are grateful for the 
heroic efforts by our school 

food service professionals 
who are consistently serv-
ing healthy meals to kids 
during these trying times, 
and we know they need 
maximum flexibility right 
now. I appreciate President 
Trump for his unwavering 
commitment to ensuring 
kids receive the food they 
need during this pandemic 
and for supporting USDA 
in continuing to provide 
these unprecedented flexi-
bilities.”  

“These waiver extensions 
are great news for Ameri-
ca’s students and the school 
nutrition professionals 
working so hard to support 
them throughout this pan-
demic,” said School Nutri-
tion Association President 
Reggie Ross,  SNS. “Fami-

(The Center Square) – The Michigan Su-
preme Court on Monday rejected Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer’s statement asserting her unconstitutional 
orders still hold power over Michiganders through 
Oct. 30.

Whitmer previously claimed her executive 
orders retained the force of law for 21 days after 
the court’s Oct. 2 ruling.

Whitmer on Oct. 5 had asked the court for 
clarification, and the state’s top court answered.

“As stated in In re Certified Questions, the 
Emergency Powers of the Governor Act is in-
compatible with the Constitution of our state, and 
therefore, executive orders issued under that act 
are of no continuing legal effect,” the court wrote 
in the Monday decision.

“It should again be emphasized, [court citation 
omitted], that our decision today, like our decision 
in In re Certified Questions, leaves open many av-
enues for our Governor and Legislature to work 
together in a cooperative spirit and constitutional 
manner to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
the court wrote.

The Senate last week passed several bills intend-
ing to replace Whitmer’s wide-reaching orders: 
allowing local governments to meet electronical-
ly during the COVID-19 pandemic; extending 
unemployment benefits; and barring nursing 
homes from caring for COVID-19 patients unless 
the building has a «designated area» to care for 
those patients.

The chamber tied two bills: a six-week exten-
sion of unemployment assistance, along with 
proposals aiming to give businesses COVID-19 
liability shields for some lawsuits.

The tactic gives the first-term Democrat two 
options if they reach her desk: sign or veto both.

Whitmer on Monday said of the above bills, “It 
is my hope when the House reconvenes tomorrow 
they break that tie bar.”

The House met Tuesday to patch a framework 
that legally replaces many of Whitmer’s orders.

Since Whitmer’s orders were voided, she turned 
to her backup authority, the Michigan Department 

of Health and Human Services. 
MDHHS has issued a state-

wide mask order, COVID-19 school 
disclosure requirements, and visita-
tion restrictions on congregate care 
and residential facilities, among 
others that mirror her orders.

The MSC determination means 
Whitmer needs the GOP-led Leg-
islature’s help if the groups want 
to respond to the COVID-19 pan-
demic with similar orders that were 

Supreme  Cou r t  den ie s Wh itme r ’s reque st  
f o r  COVID -19  o r d e r s  e x t e n s ion
By Scott McClallen | The Center Square

F r e e  m e a ls  f o r  k id s  
e x t e nded  f o r  e n t i r e  
schoo l ye a r
Flexibilities now available through 
June 30, 2021

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, October 15, 2020   Page 3

POST HigHligHTSPOST HigHligHTS 

News ........................................ pages 1-3

Church Connection ................ pages 4-5

Arts & Entertainment ..................page 6

Voices & Views .............................page 6

Awesome Autumn ................... pages 8-9

Sports ...................................pages 10-11

Classifieds....................................page 12

Business Professionals ...............page 12 

Legals ..........................................page 13

Business & Finance ....................page 14

2020 Subscription Rate ...............$40 per year
3 Month Subscription ...........................................$15
6 Month Subscription ...........................................$25

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010 

published weekly, USPO third-class postal permit #81. 
Publisher: ....................................Lois Allen
Editor/Reporter:  ........................ Judy Reed
Columnist: ...................Ranger Steve Mueller
Graphic Design/Comp.: .. Belinda Sanderson
Advertising Consultants: .......,Melissa Kleyn,
............................. Juliann Leggett, Marybeth Ford
Office Manager:  ..................... Mary Randall

E-mail us at:  happenings@cedarspringspost.com
	 classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
 obits@cedarspringspost.com
 news@cedarspringspost.com
 sports@cedarspringspost.com
 design@cedarspringspost.com
 sales@cedarspringspost.com
 legals@cedarspringspost.com
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

www.cedarspr ingspost .com
Check out our website at:

PP      STSTTheThe
www.cedarspringspost.com

THE POST SUMMER/COVID HOURS: Mon 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. | Tues Noon to 5 p.m. | Wed Noon to 5 
p.m. | Thur 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. | CLOSED Fridays

           SCHOOL - continues on page 7

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

MDHHS Epidemic order OCT. 9 
COVID-19

Limits on attendance at residential gatherings.
INDOORS: UP TO 10 PERSONS 
OUTDOORS: UP TO 100 PERSONS

Limits on attendance at non-residential venues.
INDOORS

OUTDOORS

Face coverings are still required.

“Gathering” means any occurrence where two or more persons from more than one household are present in a shared space.  
Except for incidental gatherings in a shared space, all gatherings must include 6 feet of social distance between households.

Region 6, the Traverse City region, has slightly less strict rules, which can be read in  
the MDHHS Oct. 9, 2020, Epidemic Order at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.

Businesses, government offices, schools, child care organizations, and other operations must not 
allow indoor gatherings of any kind unless they require individuals to wear a face covering. These 
entities may not assume that someone who enters the business without a face covering falls 
in one of the exceptions; but may accept an individual’s verbal representation that they are not 
wearing a face covering because they fall within a specified exception. Exceptions can be found 
within the Oct. 9, 2020, Epidemic Order at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.

• Indoor gatherings of up to 10 persons and outdoor gatherings of up to 100 persons at a 
residence are permitted (face coverings are strongly recommended).

• Indoor gatherings of up to 10 persons occurring at a non-residential venue are permitted 
provided each person at the gathering wears a face covering.

• Indoor gatherings of more than 10 and up to 500 people occurring at a non-residential 
venue are permitted only to the extent that the organizers and venue:

• FOR FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 20% of seating capacity of the venue.
• WITHOUT FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 20 persons per 1,000 square feet in each 

occupied room.
• Require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering.

• Outdoor gatherings of up to 100 persons occurring at a non-residential venue are permitted 
provided that each person wears a face covering.

• Outdoor gatherings of more than 100 and up to 1,000 persons occurring at a non-residential 
venue with fixed seating are permitted only to the extent that the organizers and venue:

• FOR FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 30% of seating capacity.
• WITHOUT FIXED SEATING: limit attendance to 30 persons per 1,000 square feet. 

including within any distinct area within the event space.
• Require that each person at the gathering wear a face covering.

Train derailment 
mystery

FBI Seeking 
Information on 
Train Derailment

If you have tips or in-
formation on the October 
9, 1995 derailment of the 
Sunset Limited, visit tips.
fbi.gov or call the FBI’s 
Phoenix Field Office at 
(623) 466-1999. A reward 
of up to $310,000 is avail-
able for information lead-
ing to the arrest and con-
viction of the individual(s) 
responsible for the crime.

Investigators Working to Solve 
25-Year-Old Sabotage of Track That 
Led to Derailment of Amtrak’s 
Sunset Limited Passenger Train; 
$310,000 Reward Available

Amtrak’s Sunset Limited train derailed in rural Arizona on     
October 9, 1995.

                TRAIN - continues on page 7

Michael Lum was a student 
at Arizona State University 
when he learned that a train 
had mysteriously derailed in 
rural Arizona on October 9, 

1995.
“I woke up and saw it on 

the news, and I went to class 
and we talked about it,” Lum 



 On September 27, 2020, the con-
gregation of Cedar Springs Baptist 
Church, formerly First Baptist Church 
of Cedar Springs, called Dr. Michael 
E. Wittmer to serve as senior pastor/
teacher and are delighted to introduce 
him to the community.

Pastor Mike, as he prefers to be 
called, and wife Julie, a gifted pia-
nist, live in the Rockford school dis-
trict with their three children: Avery, 
Landon, and Alayna.  Raised in Ohio, 
he is an avid Ohio State fan and enjoys 
authentic Asian cuisine, a taste devel-
oped from his years teaching English 
in Beijing.

 He earned a B.A. in pre-seminary 
from Cedarville University; a M.Div. 
in Missions and Th.M. in Historical 
Theology from Grand Rapids Theo-
logical Seminary; and a Ph.D. in Sys-
tematic Theology from Calvin Theo-
logical Seminary. He has written and 
published seven books, many articles 
and is a speaker at regional, national 
and international conferences. A facul-
ty member at Grand Rapids Theolog-
ical Seminary since 1996, he teaches 
courses in historical and systemat-
ic theology and directs the school’s 
Center for Christian Worldview. In 
addition to his extensive knowledge 
of scripture and biblical history, we 

find him warm, gen-
uine, possessing a 
pastor’s heart and a 
wonderful sense of 
humor.

Pastor Mike is 
eager to serve God 
with a congrega-
tion that cares about 
being the body of 
Christ in the Cedar 
Springs community 
and beyond. He is 
committed to lead-
ing the congrega-
tion in their desire 
to share the love of 
God in Jesus Christ 
and began his minis-
try October 4, 2020.

The church also 
adopted the new 
name, Cedar Springs 
Baptist Church. Be-
ing recognized as 
the first established 
church in Cedar 
Springs, the church 
was formerly named 
The First Baptist 
Church of Cedar Springs and went by 
that for 161 years. Today, the church 
offers a Sunday morning worship 

service at 11 a.m., and children’s and 
youth ministries on Sunday evenings 
at 5:30 p.m.

ChurchChurch
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spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

DirectoryDirectory

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Church Connection 

is online @ 
ht tp: / /cedarspringspost .com/category/

churchconnect ion/

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: 
but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.

Proverbs 13:4

The doors of 
opportunity are marked 

“Push” and “Pull.”
EDWARD C. WILSON
Edward C. Wilson age 65 of Newaygo, 
formerly of Cedar Springs, died Wednesday, 
September 30, 2020. Ed was born 
December 12, 1954 the son of Jack and 
Sue (Cummings) Wilson. He was a builder 
and had his own construction company. 
He enjoyed the outdoors and hunting and 
fishing. Surviving are his son, Danial 
Wilson; brother, Robert Wilson; nieces, 
Sara and Jennifer. A time to remember his 
life will be held at the Wilson residence and 
will be announced at a later date. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

ObituaryObituary

Cedar Springs Baptist Church 
calls new pastor

Dr. Michael Wittmer, the new pastor at Cedar Springs Baptist 
Church, and his wife, Julie.

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.



ETHEL L. ERGANG
Ethel L. Ergang age 
96 of Cedar Springs 
died Thursday, 
October 8, 2020 
at Faith Hospice 
Trillium Woods. 
Mrs. Ergang was 
born May 10, 1924 
in Greenville, MI 
the daughter of 
George and Dorothy 
(Magee) Waller. 
She graduated from Cedar Springs High in 
1942. She enjoyed making and painting very 
detailed ceramics, crocheting, sewing, and 
baking fresh bread, pies and rum cakes. She 
was extremely generous giving away much 
of her baked goods and ceramics. She was a 
founding member of the Gila Mountain United 
Methodist Church in Yuma, AZ. She worked 
on her family geneology and loved her family 
and grandchildren dearly. Surviving are her 
children, Carol (Stephen) McEvoy, Bryan 
(Karen) Ergang, Anita (Ken) Meszaros; 16 
grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; sister, 
Helen (Bud) Gambee. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Harold; sons, John and 
Keith Ergang; brothers, Robert and Leonard 
Waller. Visitation and the service was held 
Monday, October 12 at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor 
Larry French officiating. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Faith Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

MAC D. HARLESS
Mac Darrell Harless, 
age 93 of Cedar 
Springs, passed 
away, Tuesday 
evening, October 6, 
2020, at his home 
with his loving 
family by his side. 
Mac was born 
August 17, 1927, in 
Anderson, Indiana, 
the son of Loren 
and Mabel Harless. Mac was preceded in 
death by his wife of 71 years, Barbara Joan 
(Murray) Harless; his parents; son, Carl 
Michael Harless; brother, Ned Harless; 
sister, Donna L. (Harless) Eastman; great-
granddaughter, Madde Morrow; and many 
relatives and friends. Mac is survived by 
his daughter, Teressa Taylor (Dan); brother, 
Jack Harless (Phyllis); Ina Harless; seven 
grandchildren, Mike Dykstra (Chea), Marci 
Harless, Melissa Harless, Lori Kolodziej 
(Jeff), Chris Lyon (Alyson), Andrea Morrow, 
and Kendra Chapman (Scott); and 13 great-
grandchildren; many nieces and nephews; 
and his granddog, Milo. On April 3, 1949, 
Mac married Barbara Joan Murray. Mac 
and Barbara met in 1946 where Barbara 
was working as a carhop on roller skates at 
a local drive-in. He stopped to get a sandwich 
while on leave from the Merchant Marines. 
Mac told Barbara, “I am going to marry 
you.” Her reply was, “Oh you think so do 
you?” and skated away. They did marry and 
celebrated their 71st wedding anniversary 
on April 3, 2020. For the first eleven years, 
they resided in Indiana until 1960 when Mac 
was transferred to Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
From there they moved to Big Myers Lake in 
Rockford, Pine Island Dr., Upper Lake, and 
then settled in Cedar Springs for the last 29 
years.
Mac cherished every moment with his family 
and loved ones. He was a very dedicated and 
loving husband, father, and grandfather. He 
was generous and kind to all he encountered. 
He found a way to truly connect with 
everyone he met and was instantly adored 
by those who knew him. Mac loved sharing 
his stories, loved to joke, and had many 
funny sayings that would light up anyone’s 
day. He shared stories about growing up in 
Indiana, his time serving in the Merchant 
Marines during World War II and traveling 
the world, and most of all stories about his 
wife, children, grandchildren, loved ones, and 
good friends. Mac loved helping others, in 
any way he could. He loved all children and 
all animals. He also loved spending time with 
his granddogs who gave him great joy: Toby, 
Tasha, and Milo. For many years he would sit 
at the table and watch the birds eat from the 
many feeders he and Barbara had for them. 
Fishing was a lifelong hobby of Mac’s which 
he greatly enjoyed with his grandson and 
close friends. He retired from Bell Fibre after 
more than 30 years of service. In 2016 Mac 
and Barb met Father Lam of St. John Paul II 
Catholic Church, started RCIA classes, and 
became members of the church in 2017. Mac 
had strong faith and dearly loved his church 
family parishioners. He was an amazing man 
who will live in our hearts forever. The Mass 
of Christian Burial for Mac will be celebrated 
at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, October 10 at St. 
John Paul II Catholic Church, Cedar Springs, 
Rev. Lam T. Le presiding. Burial will follow 
in Solon Cemetery. All guests are respectfully 
asked to wear masks and observe appropriate 
social distance. There will be a video of the 
service on the church website on Facebook. 
Memorial contributions can be made to St. 
John Paul II Catholic Church.

Arrangements by Hurst Funeral Home, 
Greenville

MICHAEL J. STEWART
Michael J. Stewart 
age 70 of Sand 
Lake, died Friday, 
October 9, 2020 
at his home. Mike 
was born May 29, 
1950 in Grand 
Rapids, MI the 
son of James and 
Susan (VanGorder) 
Stewart. He was 
a mechanic and 
very mechanically inclined, he enjoyed 
NASCAR and racing, especially sprints 
on dirt. He had a great sense of humor 
and loved his family. Mike had a big heart 
and was always willing to help anyone 
in need. Surviving are his wife, Chris; 
children, Heather (Tom) Antcliff, Michael 
Stewart, April (Wes) Wright, John Stiles; 
grandchildren, Sheila (Trever) Sloan, Dan 
Antcliff, Amber Stiles, Allison (Chris) 
Black, John Underly; numerous great 
grandchildren including, Brayden and 
Kayson; sisters, Laura (Jeff) Burd, Kathryn 
Villeneuve. He was preceded in death by his 
parents; brother, Tim Stewart; son, Stephen 
Stiles; granddaughter, Angel Groendyk. 
The family greeted friends Wednesday, 
October 14 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. A graveside 
service was held following the visitation at 
Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar Springs. Deacon 
Jim Hessler officiating.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

 

ROGER D. TEESDALE 
Roger D. Teesdale 
age 83 passed away 
Sunday, October 11, 
2020 at Spectrum 
Health Butterworth 
Campus. Mr. 
Teesdale was born 
July 9, 1937 in 
Ensley Center, MI 
the son of Newton 
and Ethel (Muir) 
Teesdale. Roger 
was a very easy going person and enjoyed 
hunting and farming. He and his wife were 
able to travel and enjoy many cruises. 
Surviving are his children, Ken (Doreen) 
Teesdale, Debbie Laws, Deanna Huston, 
Herbie Teesdale; grandchildren, Kristi 
(Mike) Stewart, Roger (Winter) Teesdale, 
Matthew (Katie) Teesdale, Houston Laws, 
Kamille (Rob Siefken) Laws, Kristen (Ike) 
Keith, Chasity (Robert) McCready, Jennifer 
Teesdale; 11 great grandchildren; brother, 
Larry (Karen) Teesdale; many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Geraldine; daughter, Denise Gentle; 
son-in-law, Pat Laws; grandson, Michael 
Huston. Visitation and service was held 
Wednesday, October 14 at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
Private family interment at Crandall 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Guiding Light Mission, P.O. Box 
1703, Grand Rapids, MI 49501.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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Church Connection 

ObituaryObituary

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

MemorialMemorial

ObituaryObituary ObituaryObituary

In Loving Memory of 
our Mother

NORMA E. MABIE
March 18, 1939 – September 1, 2019

A gentle wind blew across the land
Reaching out to take a hand.

For on the winds, the angels came
Calling out a mother’s name.

Left behind, the children’s tears
Loving memories of the years.

Of joy and love, a life well spent
And now to God, a mother’s sent.

On angel’s wings, a heavenly flight
The journey home, towards the light.

To those who weep, a life is gone
But in God’s love, ’tis but the dawn. 

Missing from our lives for a year, such a 
short time but it seems forever. We look 
forward to a family reunion one day in 
Heaven.

A special note of apology for the pain caused 
by our Mother’s obituary not including 
James and Janice Westphal’s name. In our 
grief we did not realize their names were 
omitted until months later.

ObituaryObituary

AnniversaryAnniversary
60th Anniversary60th Anniversary

FRANK & MARY FRANK & MARY 
ENGELMANENGELMAN

October 22, 1960 – 2020October 22, 1960 – 2020

Happy 60th Anniversary
Wow! What a milestone!

Congratulations!

From your loving family

AnniversaryAnniversary
Happy 60th 

Anniversary to this 
amazing love story.

WAYNE & JUNE PRICEWAYNE & JUNE PRICE
October 15October 15thth

The family is planning a drive by their residence 
around 6 pm, Thursday, October 15th.

Love from your kids, grandkids 
and great-grandkids

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Trunk or Treat at East Neslon Church
Oct. 24: Join East Nelson Church, 9024-18 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, for our annual Trunk or Treat! October 
24th from 4 to 6 pm. We will keep everything safe 
and follow all safety and health protocols. This year, 
everything will be kept outdoors. We will have sanitize 
stations, social distance markers, and those passing out 
candy will be wearing masks and gloves. We ask that one 
family visit a trunk one at a time. As you leave, you will 
be served cider and donuts! #42,43b

Silent Auction for Algoma Christian School
Oct. 24: Algoma Christian School will be hosting their 
Silent auction online starting on October 24th-November 
5th. For more details go to algomachristian.net. Our 
live auction will take place on November 7th at 6:00 
at Algoma Christian School gymnasium. Our address 
is 14471 Sparta Ave. Kent City. We will serve a pre-
packaged dinner and a farmers market will be available 
with cash and carry items. #42,43p This Joke of the Week is 

brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
Fall Jokes

1.  Why did the tree worry that he would never get his 
leaves back after autumn? 
He didn’t be-leaf in himself!

2.  Why was the robot couple’s anniversary in the fall? 
They were autumn mated.

3.  What month does every tree dread? 
Sept-timberrrrrrr!

4.  What did the leaf say to autumn? 
I’m falling for you!

5.  What’s the ratio of a pumpkin’s circumference to its 
diameter? 
Pumpkin Pi

6.  What type of vehicle should you use for a fall hayride? 
An autumn-mobile!

7.  Why did the scarecrow win the Nobel Prize? 
Because he was out-standing in his field

8.  Why did the lions move at the end of summer? 
Because the pride goeth before the fall!

9.  Why are trees so carefree and easy going? 
Because every fall, they let loose

10.  Did you hear about the tree who deserted the forest 
at the end of fall? 
He was absent without leaves!

11.  What did one autumn leaf say to another? 
I’m falling for you.

12.  How do you fix a broken pumpkin? 
With a pumpkin patch

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes let-
ters of up to 350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject let-
ters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, 
accuracy, and liability concerns. All sub-
missions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime 

phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do 
not print anonymous letters, or acknowl-
edge letters we do not use. Writers are 
limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICE

POSTPOST Scripts Scripts

Former City Manager remembers Shirley Merlington
While serving as Cedar Springs City 

Manager from 1991-96, I had the distinct 
pleasure to work with Shirley Merling-
ton. Shirley’s tireless work with the Red 
Flannel Festival, and the Chamber of 
Commerce, was a model for all of us to 
follow. Shirley made sure the Chamber’s 
relationship with the City was positive 
and energized. 

This week, I received a call from Shir-
ley’s daughter-in-law letting me know 
that Shirley had passed away. Since the 
call, I’ve been reminiscing about the 

many great things Shirley did for Cedar 
Springs. 

It’s important that we honor those who 
made us better. Shirley gave everything 
she had to the Red Flannel City. 

May we all take a moment and reflect 
on those who have made Cedar Springs 
strong. 

Frank L. Walsh
Meridian Township Manager 

Okemos, Michigan 

VOICES & VOICES & 
VIEWSVIEWS

Help stock the 
Cedar Springs 
food pantry
Edward Jones is collecting food 
Oct. 15-Nov. 19

Would you like to have a chance to really make a dif-
ference in the community?

Buy a few extra items when you buy groceries this 
week to donate to the local food pantry and drop them 
off at our local Edward Jones branch.

The Cedar Springs Community Food pantry, located 
at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church on Main 
Street, works in conjunction with North Kent Communi-
ty Services. The pantry feeds hundreds of local families 
each year and depends on the community to help restock 
their shelves, especially during the busy fall and winter 
months. One local business spearheads a drive each year 
to do just that.

Edward Jones, 4027 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs, 
achieved their goal last year of collecting 2,500 pounds 
of food, and so they’ve raised the goal this year. They 
hope to collect a whopping 2,750 pounds of food this 
year by November 19! In a year where grocery shopping 
is hard, this may be a challenge but if we pull together 
we can do it!

They started this annual food drive in 2010, and over 
the last 10 years, they’ve collected over 18,000 pounds 
to benefit our neighbors in need.

Non-perishable foods can be dropped off at the Ed-
ward Jones office Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

Suggestions for the pantry include boxed or canned 
meals such as soups, hamburger helper, macaroni and 
cheese, rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce, baking and pancake 
mix; and canned meats. Personal care items such as bar 
soap, laundry soap, shampoo, toothpaste, and toilet pa-
per will also be accepted, but not weighed. No cash do-
nations accepted.

Call 696-9370 for more information.107 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org

The Cedar Springs Library is currently
WE ARE OPEN!!!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
with LIMITED CAPACITY

Masks are required
**CURBSIDE SERVICES WILL 

CONTINUE ALWAYS**
Computers - 30 minute limit
Study Rooms - 1 hour limit

Browse Books/DVD’s - Short Visit
Playroom will remain CLOSED
Programs will remain ONLINE

MON-FRI 10AM-6PM • SAT 9AM-12PM 

oof thef theWeekWeek



popart The Popcorn Board  •  www.popcorn.org

For more simple and tasty popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org

Fall Teeming with Texture,  
Full of Flavor

The fall season creeps in with 
subtle changes—a swirl of 

leaves, a shift in temperature, 
and the sound of  buses back 
on the street. Before long, the 
unmistakable trademarks of 
fall are everywhere. A parade 
of  pumpkins line neighborhood 
stoops, ghouls and goblins are 
hung to maximize their frightful 
effect, tweeds and woolen 
fabrics re-emerge in wardrobes, 
and tables are festooned with 
fallen leaves, bittersweet vines, 
corn husks, and mini gourds. 

The aromas and flavors 
of  fall are also unmistakable. 
Apple cider, gingerbread 
cookies and pumpkin pie get 
their spicy exotic tastes from 
what is commonly referred to 
as the “warm spices”. Warm 
spices are known for their 
strong and fragrant aromas 
and include cinnamon, ginger, 
nutmeg, cloves and cardamom. 
Variations of  these spices are 

mixed together and sold as 
pumpkin pie spice, gingerbread 
spice and garam masala. 

Before the signs of  winter 
begin to creep in, take 
advantage of  the warm flavors 
of  fall. Pair pumpkin pie 
spices with another autumnal 
classic—popcorn—to create 
this Pumpkin Pie Spice 
Popcorn Bark, courtesy of 
the Popcorn Board. Blending 
whole grain popcorn with 
fall flavors, berries, nuts and 
melted chocolate creates one 
delicious treat.

Although the chocolate in 
this recipe puts this into the 
“decadent and don’t eat it 
every day” category, generally 
speaking popcorn is a great 
snack choice. Popcorn is a 
whole grain that provides 
carbohydrates and fiber to the 
diet and is naturally low in 
fat and calories. Consuming 
at least 3 or more ounce 

equivalents of  whole grains 
per day can reduce the risk 
of  several chronic diseases 
and may help with weight 
maintenance. And for mere 
pennies per serving, popcorn 
is kind on your wallet and 
your waistline.

“Pumpkin Pie Spice” 
Popcorn Bark

Serves: 12 (3 inch squares)

 3 cups popped popcorn
 1 cup mini marshmallows
 1 cup chopped pecans
 1/2 cup “O”-shaped crisp cereal
1/2  cup pepitas (salted 

pumpkin seeds) or shelled 
sunflower seeds 

1/2  cup dried sweetened 
cranberries

 1 teaspoon pumpkin spice mix
 2  packages (6 ounces each) 

white baking chocolate, 
chopped

•	 Line	a	large	baking	sheet	with	
foil and spray lightly with 
cooking spray; set aside.

•	 In	a	large	bowl,	combine	
popcorn, marshmallows, 
pecans, cereal, pepitas, dried 
cranberries and pumpkin 
spice mix.

•	 Place	chopped	chocolate	in	a	
microwave-safe bowl and heat 
in microwave 1 minute. Stir to 
melt; microwave an additional 
minute. Stir until chocolate 
is melted and smooth. Pour 
melted chocolate over popcorn 
mixture. Mix until well coated 
and spread in an even layer 
into prepared pan. Cool at 
room temperature until firm 
(or refrigerate). Cut into 
squares to serve. Store in an 
airtight container.
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SchoolSchool
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
lies struggling to make ends meet can be assured that their 
students will have access to healthy school meals, whether 
they are learning at home or in school. School meal pro-
grams can remain focused on safely meeting nutritional 
needs of children in their communities without having to 
worry about burdensome regulations. The School Nutrition 
Association appreciates USDA’s ongoing efforts to address 
the many challenges our members have faced while work-
ing on the frontlines to feed hungry children.” 

The USDA previously extended child nutrition waivers 
through December 2020 based upon available funding at 
the time. The flexibilities extended today will allow schools 
and other local program operators to continue to leverage 
the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seam-
less Summer Option (SSO) to provide no cost meals to all 
children, available at over 90,000 sites across the country, 
through June 30, 2021.  

USDA understands a one-size-fits-all approach is not an 
effective way to feed children, particularly during the cur-
rent challenges facing our country. USDA can extend these 
waivers due to language in the continuing resolution signed 
into law by President Trump last week.   

USDA is extending waivers through June 30, 2021, that:  
Allow SFSP and SSO meals to be served in all areas and 

at no cost; 
Permit meals to be served outside of the typically re-

quired group settings and meal times; 
Waive meal pattern requirements, as necessary; and 
Allow parents and guardians to pick-up meals for their 

children. 
These program flexibilities allow schools and local pro-

gram operators to operate a meal service model that best 
meets their community’s unique needs, while keeping kids 
and staff safe. Additional flexibilities are being granted on a 
state-by-state basis, as required by law, to facilitate a wide 
range of meal service options and accommodate other op-
erational needs. 

Early in the pandemic, USDA adapted its summer feed-
ing site finder to ensure parents and children would be able 
to easily locate sites that were providing meal service. With 
this new announcement, the Meals for kids (www.fns.usda.
gov/meals4kids) interactive site finder will continue to 
collect data, voluntarily provided by USDA’s state agency 
partners, about operating sites including location, meal ser-
vice times, and additional information.

TrainTrain
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
recalled.

Twenty-five years later, Lum, a special agent in the Federal Pro-
tective Service, is on an FBI task force working to find anyone 
responsible for the derailment that killed the train conductor and 
injured dozens more. No one has been arrested, but the FBI con-
tinues to investigate.

Amtrak’s Sunset Limited was traveling from El Paso to Los 
Angeles when, while crossing a bridge, it ran over an altered track 
in a rural area 70 miles outside of Phoenix. Around 1:35 a.m., the 
train slowed down as it crossed the track, but momentum and the 
train’s weight sent it careening into a ravine, Lum said.

The conductor was thrown from the train and died. Of the 258 
passengers on the train, 12 had serious injuries, and about 100 had 
minor injuries.

“There were young children and elderly people on board. Some 
of the victims said this really ruined their lives—they had PTSD, 
serious injuries,” Lum said. “These victims were deeply affected.”

The crash site was so rural that investigators and rescuers had 
a challenging time even reaching the passengers. Makeshift roads 
were built to get rescuers in and out of the area. And in an era 
before cell phones and GPS were common, rescue teams formed 
convoys so they wouldn’t get lost trying to find the victims.

Investigators at the scene at the time found a note claiming re-
sponsibility and expressing anti-government sentiment. But in-
vestigators have not yet found those responsible.

“This was just six months after the Oklahoma City bombing, it 
was fresh on everyone’s minds. People were on edge,” Lum said.

The passage of 25 years has not dampened the investigators’ 
resolve to find the truth. The public regularly calls with tips.

“We’re reexamining evidence with new technology, and the 
public continues to provide leads that we’re tracking down,” he 
said.

Lum emphasized that the investigative team is committed to 
getting justice for the victims, especially the family of the conduc-
tor who lost his life.

“The crew and passengers were just innocent people going 
about their lives. They were minding their own business, sleeping 
in the middle of the night,” Lum said. “We want to make sure 
anyone responsible has to answer for this crime.”

Like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper
6,569 people like this
6,735 people follow this
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KELLY’S
Deer Processing

DISCOUNTED PROCESSING FOR “SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
Open Every Day During Deer Season!

For more information, please visit
www.kellysdeerprocessing.com

19077 12 Mile Road 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
(231) 796-5414 
email: colin@cks-place.com

24-hour Deer Drop-Off During Season
SCI Mid-Michigan Member

• Boneless Cut • Fast Service • Wrapped & Frozen 
VACUUM PACKAGING

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

AUTUMNAUTUMNAwesomeAwesome

Cherri Rose - Solon TownshipCherri Rose - Solon Township

Sara Lee - Cedar Springs2Sara Lee - Cedar Springs2 Sue Harrison - Nelson TownshipSue Harrison - Nelson Township

Sue Harrison - Nelson TownshipSue Harrison - Nelson Township

Ronda Macias - MecostaRonda Macias - Mecosta

Stacie Minard - Stacie Minard - 
Howard CityHoward City

Lisa Van Male - Nelson TownshipLisa Van Male - Nelson TownshipLori Dickerson - Solon TownshipLori Dickerson - Solon Township
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AUTUMNAUTUMNAwesomeAwesome

Ann Therese - Oakfield TownshipAnn Therese - Oakfield Township

Chris Curless Fisks KnobChris Curless Fisks Knob Chris Ruark Cedar SpringsChris Ruark Cedar Springs Judy Reed White Pine Trail Cedar SpringsJudy Reed White Pine Trail Cedar SpringsSue Harrison - Nelson TownshipSue Harrison - Nelson Township

Shelly Ardema - Solon TownshipShelly Ardema - Solon Township

Patrick Walters - Cedar SpringsPatrick Walters - Cedar Springs

Nancy Johnson - Howard CityNancy Johnson - Howard City

Kathy Davis - Algoma TownshipKathy Davis - Algoma Township Marge McMahonMarge McMahon



By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs has never 
won a varsity football game 
against South Christian. Last 
Friday’s homecoming game 
was no exception. Instead, 
they suffered a humbling 32-
14 loss.

“We did not play well Fri-
day night,” said Cedar Springs 
Coach Gus Kapolka. “It was 
an uncharacteristic game for 
us. We were undisciplined and 
committed 9 penalties. Hats 
off to the South Christian play-
ers and coaches for playing 
well and out executing us in 
every aspect of the game.”

Kapolka expects to see more 
from his team this week. “We 
have a lot to work on for this 
week, but I have no doubt that 
we will approach Friday’s 
game with a positive mindset 
and a desire to improve,” he 
remarked.

South Christian scored three 
times before Cedar Springs 

Football rules change 
– disconcerting acts 

Among the rules changes in high school football for the 
2020-21 school year is an adjustment in the penalty as-
sessed to the defense for disconcerting acts and sounds. 
Among the gamesmanship that sometimes takes place near 
the line of scrimmage at the start of the play, defensive 
players have been known to make sounds or act in a manner 
which otherwise might distract an offensive player waiting 
for the snap signal. Previously, the most egregious of these 
actions would be penalized 15 yards for unsportsmanlike 
conduct. But beginning this year, the disconcerting act foul 
is a five-yard penalty. The change in the rule actually makes 
it more likely that this kind of behavior will be flagged and 
may eventually lead to a reduction in this type of activity.

Be the Referee is a weekly message from the Michigan 
High School Athletics Association that is designed to help 
educate people on the rules in different sports, to help them 
better understand the art of officiating, and to recruit offi-
cials.
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     FOOTBALL- continues on page 12

SPORTSSPORTS

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

Be the referee

So u t h  Ch r i s t i a n  o v e r  Ce d a r  S p r i n g sSp r i n g s  3 2 -1 4

Volleyball honors seniors, begins 
tournament play

Red Hawk Antwuan Nicholls runs with the ball against South Christian. Photo by Brandon Kramer Photography.

 
Cedar Springs Varsity Vol-

leyball honored the contribu-
tions of its Seniors on Tues-
day, October 6th at their final 
home match against the Ke-
nowa Hills Knights. The Red 
Hawks took a conference loss 
in the hard fought match, fall-
ing 1-3 (25-18; 21-25; 22-25; 
15-25) bringing their overall 
record to 2-11 and conference 
record to 1-6.

Leading on the night were 
seniors Aina Catala with 6 
kills,3 blocks, the team high 
8 aces with 15 service points 
and 8 digs, while Cassidy Can-
field recorded 7 kills and the 
team high 6 blocks, with 3 solo 
blocks. Middle hitter Arian-
na Rau recorded 5 kills while 
Libero Elizabeth Fettig tallied 
21 digs, 37 service receives 
and 3 assists. Defensive Spe-
cialist Avery Peterson notched 
12 serve receptions and 5 
digs. Aaliyah Calkins led the 

Lady Red Hawk volleyball seniors for 2020.

The Cedar Springs volleyball team in action.

VOLLEYBALL- continues on page 12

ever hit the board. They scored 
two touchdowns in the first 
quarter (one a 3-yard run and 
one a 43-yard touchdown pass) 
and then again on a 32-yard 
field goal by Jeff Herrema with 
7:20 left in the second quarter. 
That made the score 17-0.

Cedar Springs then scored 
with 4:52 in the second on a 
58-yard touchdown run by 
Da’Montae Barnett. Antwuan 
Nicholls then ran it into the 
endzone to add two more 
points, to make it 17-8.

South Christian came right 
back and scored again with 
1:30 left in the second, on a Ty 
Rynbrandt pass to Eli Smith for 
a 26-yard touchdown. The ex-
tra point was good. The score 
was SC 24, CS 8 at halftime.

South Christian scored again 
with 6:38 left in the third quar-
ter on another pass to Smith, 
this one a 7-yard touchdown. 
Rynbrandt then passed to Dan-
iel Possett for two more points.

Cedar Springs scored once 
more with 4:29 left in the 
fourth quarter, on a 15-yard 



Cedar Springs placed second at the Autumn Sunrise Invitational last 
weekend. 
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PLEASE VOTE NOVEMBER 3rd!

Red Hawk boys 
running strong

JV cross country girls in the starting block at the Autumn Sunrise Invite

SPORTSSPORTS

It was a beautiful morning as 
the boys’ cross country team 
competed against some strong 
local teams at the Autumn Sun-
rise Invitational held at Heritage 
Christian School, on October 
10.  Cedar Springs placed 2nd to 
a very strong running Lowell 
team. 

Senior Corey Bowers fin-
ished first at 15:51 coming 
through with one of his 
best performances of the 
season. Clayton Akerman 
(10th) continued his tear of 
rapid improvement with his 
second straight sub 17 race. 
Gabe White finished 16th and 
continues to be one of the 

team’s most consistent racers 
this season. Closely following 
White was a pack of Red 
Hawks which included Cayden 
Steinebach (25th), Carter Mole-
ski (29th), and Austin Mann 
(32nd). Gabe Minnich had a 
varsity performance finishing 
37th and seniors Justin Voskuil 
(40th) and Caleb Menefee 
(45th) nearly ran season bests 
as well on the winding course.

The JV team ran yet anoth-
er dominant race with a near 
perfect score of 19 taking first 
place. Freshman Jack Sherburn 
(1st) took home the win with a 
14 second new personal best of 

Anot he r  st rong  day  o f  pe r f o rmance s  
f o r  La dy  R e d  Hawk s

The Red Hawk cross county girls ran in the Autumn Sun-
rise Invitational on Saturday, October 10, at Heritage Chris-
tian School.  The varsity girls took third, scoring 81 points 
which was only 2 points away from second place. 

“Being that it was our first time at this course, we did so 
well as a team. We had great individual performances as well 
as overall team scoring,” said Coach Melinda Stressman. 

Leading the Red Hawks was Danika Fessenden (6th) 
who got in a great position with teammate Annalise Elliott 
(13th) right beside her for most of the way both running very 
good.  Kelsi Green (19th) got out strong and placed herself in 
a good position to help her teammates, just a few seconds shy 
off her lifetime personal record. Addyson Brown (21st), who 
finished two spots behind Green, ran very well and closed 
some gaps as the race went on. Izzy VanDusen (22nd) broke 
away and ran her season best of 21:46. Laina Payne (23rd) 
ran really well and stayed with a few of her teammates to 
finish in a great spot. Molly Bentley (25th) made sure to stay 
with the pack to help keep the gaps small.  Larissa McGrath 
(26th) ran her lifetime best of 21:58. Kaitlynn Brown (31st) 
did a great job pushing herself and maintaining a good pace 
throughout the course. Rounding out the varsity squad was 

freshman Hannah Reed (44th) who ran a solid race, not let-
ting the pack get too far ahead of her. 

The JV girls took second and scored 38 points, only 17 
points behind Covenant Christian. Freshman Reagan Viau 
placed 2nd and ran a solid race earning her lifetime personal 
best of 22:49. Haylie Terrien (9th), who has dealt with an in-
jury most of this season, also ran her lifetime personal best of 
24:09. Right behind Terrien was Paige Marsman (10th) who 
helped her teammates around her and pushed herself to get 
a good position with nice finish at the end.  Madison Gol-
liver (17th) did well maintaining on the course and pushing 
her teammates and finished strong.  Isabella Smith (18th) 
ran very good and helped her teammate Mikayla Caruthers 
(19th) run her lifetime personal best of 25:33.

“I’m super proud of our Lady Hawks. They have been 
working so hard and have been great and supportive to each 
other. I’m so excited for the rest of the season,” said Coach 
Melinda Stressman. 

The ladies will be racing at Thornapple Kellogg on Tues-
day, October 20, where they will be competing in their last 
OK Gold conference meet of the season. 

                RUNNING- continues on page 12



ParkPark
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

eventually a splashpad in the Heart of Cedar Springs.”
The dog park will be open dawn to dusk, same as Riggle 

Park. “The park will have posted rules but we just ask that peo-
ple use common sense, obviously picking up your dog’s waste is 
a very important requirement that will help everybody enjoy the 
park,” said Womack.

A ribbon cutting ceremony is being planned but has not yet been 
finalized. However, dogs can use the park as soon as it is complet-
ed, which Womack hopes will be done and enclosed by today, 
October 15.
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Laney – 1-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Laney! This adorable 
“Velcro Dog” loves 
attention and being right 
by your side. She would 
do best in a home with 
another dog friend to help 
keep her company. Laney 
is a sweet girl who is ready 
to play, walk, and snuggle!
Laney is available for 

adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn 
more about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Hendrix – 3-month-old male – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Hendrix! He is a very sweet guy who has had a bit of a 
rough start. Hendrix is currently undergoing treatment for 
ringworm which although 
serious is very treatable. He 
would do well in a home 
that is willing to help him 
get better and give him lots 
of love! 
Hendrix is available for 
adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. To learn 
more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEKCRAFTS CRAFTS AND AND 
BAZAARSBAZAARS

Say, “I saw it in 
The POST!”

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

AT  YOUR AT  YOUR 
SERVICESERVICE

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

AUTUMN IS 
A GREAT TIME 

TO MOVE.
Do it before 

the snow flies!

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

HELP 
WANTED

Candidates must be available Monday thru Friday, 
7:30AM-6PM and Saturday, 7:30AM-4PM.  

No Sunday hours.  

Delivery Driver 
Seeking a Full time employee for deliveries and yard work. 

Experience with building materials and mill-work equip-
ment required. Hourly wages plus overtime; benefits and 
paid vacation after one year.  A Hilo license is preferred. 

Be at least 18 years old.  Interested candidates call 
616-696-0010 ext. 4 to schedule an interview.

Local company looking 
for CDL-A Drivers, 2 yrs. 
experience preferred, team 
positon, dedicated lanes to 
GA. Home every weekend. 
$1,400 per week. 1099 po-
sition. Call 248-259-9827. 
#40-44p

LOST RING: Emerald and 
diamond w/yellow gold in black 
ring box. If found please call 
616-309-3950. REWARD. #38

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

FOUND: Neutered male cat, 
white w/orange patches found 
Labor Day on 17 Mile and 
Algoma Rd., area. Call (616) 
218-7067. #38

Seeking Crafters and Vendors. 
Sand Lake Lions Club Annual 
Variety Sale. Saturday, 
November 7, 9AM-3PM at the 
Ed Building of the Sand Lake 
United Methodist Church. We 
will be following COVID-19 
protocol. Phone 616-636-5425 
to reserve tables. #42p

touchdown run by quarterback Jeremy Campione. The extra point 
run by Nicholls was no good. The final score was South Christian 
32, Cedar Springs 14.

Cedar Springs had 207 yards rushing. Barnett led the Red 
Hawks with 80 yards on the ground. He was followed by Nicholls 
with 64; Alex Ream with 31; and Campione with 29. Nathan El-
liston, Kyle Hoort, and David DiPiazza also contributed net yard-
age of one each.

Campione completed 2 of 5 passes for 18 yards, and threw one 
interception to South Christian’s Will Fennema. Josh Kriekaard 
led in pass receiving with 13, and Dylan Greenland had one yard.

South Christian rushed for 37 yards but had 270 in the air. Ryn-
brandt completed 24 of 32 passes, three for touchdowns.

Defensively, Alex Ream led in tackles for Cedar Springs with 
11; Elliston and Greenland both  had 7; Hoort and Mitchell Metiva 
had 5 each; Nicholls had 4; the rest of the team had 3 and below, 
for a total of 50.

South Christian had 54 tackles, with Evan Roedema leading 
with 9; Connor Dykema with 7; Ike Northouse, Jace Demann and 
Sam Meengs all had 6.

The Red Hawks are now 2-2 in the OK Gold and South Chris-
tian improved to 4-0. This week, Cedar Springs travels to Ottawa 
Hills, who is 0-4 on the season.

The standings for the OK Gold are: Catholic Central and South 
Christian (both 4-0) are tied for first place; followed by Forest 
Hills Eastern (3-1); Cedar Springs and Thornapple Kellogg (both 
2-2); Kenowa Hills (1-3); and then Ottawa Hills and Wayland 
(both 0-4).

VolleyballVolleyball
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

night with kills, putting down 10 while earning 14 digs. Set-
ter Makenna Outwin added 33 assists, 3 aces and 10 service points 
while Kennedi Jager had 6 kills and 5 digs.

“This year we graduate five seniors whose exceptional contri-
butions, leadership and work ethic has personified the core philos-
ophy and objectives of Cedar Springs Athletics while providing 
a solid foundation to build on our goals.” stated Varsity Coach 
Ashley Lowing.

Junior Varsity took the Knights to three, taking the loss 26-28, 
18-25 and 15-17 after an outstanding 15-24 comeback in the first 
set deficit to win. The Freshman lost in a tight 22-25, 17-25 match.

This week begins the OK Gold Conference Tournament where 
the Red Hawks will travel to take on the #2 seed Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central. Competition begins with Freshman at 4pm, fol-
lowed by JV and Varsity. Outcomes of these matches will deter-
mine the opponents and location for the second round of Tourna-
ment play on Tuesday, October 20. On Thursday, October 15, all 
levels travel to Greenville for a non-conference match.    

RunningRunning
...continued from page 11...continued from page 11

18:27. Sherburn was followed closely behind by Eli Malon 
(2nd) and Zach Reed (3rd). Eli Kleynenberg (6th) and El-
liott Moleski (7th) both continue to come on stronger than 
ever as a part of the young freshman core that leads bright 
the future of the team. Alex Cole (10th) had his best race of 
the season by far finishing at 19:26. Rounding out the JV 
squad were Jonathan Reed (31st), Luke Price (43rd) and 
Clayton Auwema (53rd) who ran a lifetime best of 26:36. 

 “This was a great opportunity for us to try a few new 
things one last time before we start racing for keeps to end 
the season,” said Coach Justin Jones. “Our young men have 
been putting some serious tough miles over the past few 
weeks as we close in once again on the championship phase 
of the season. Our training program is built to peak in mid-
late October, and we are ready to put it to the test as the 
boys try and make some noise at conference championships 
and Pre-Regionals next week.”

The Red Hawks will enter into championship season run-
ning in their third and final OK Gold conference meet at 
Thornapple Kellogg on October 20.  

 



The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, October 15, 2020   Page 13

                                                                             ARRESTED- continues on page 15

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

ArrestedArrested
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Accuracy Test
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public 
Accuracy Test for the November 3, 2020 General 
Election has been scheduled for Thursday, 
October 22, 2020 at 3:30 PM, at the Courtland 
Township Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford, MI.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer program used to 
record and count the votes cast at the election 
meets the requirements of the law.

Dated: Oct. 15, 2020  Susan K. Hartman
Courtland Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2020
7:00 PM

The Village of Sand Lake Council will hold a 
FIRST public hearing to hear public comments 
and concerns regarding the proposed 
amendment to General Ordinance Chapter III, 
Subsection 3.24 dealing with signs.
  
This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended, (Open Meetings Act), 
MCLA41.72a (2)(3) and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) section H of the Open 
Meetings Act.

Dated: October 15, 2020 Tracy J. Quinlan, 
President

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2020
7:00 PM

The Village of Sand Lake Council will hold 
a SECOND public hearing to hear public 
comments and concerns regarding the proposed 
amendment to General Ordinance Chapter IX, 
Village Personnel, Compensation to President 
and Trustees.
  
The Village of Sand Lake Council will hold the 
FIRST public hearing to hear public comments 
and concerns regarding the proposed 
amendment to General Ordinance Chapter VII, 
Cross Connections.

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended, (Open Meetings Act), 
MCLA41.72a (2)(3) and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) section H of the Open 
Meetings Act.

Dated: October 15, 2020 Tracy J. Quinlan, 
President

SOLON TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

SOLON TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Accuracy Test
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy 
Test for the November 3, 2020 General Election has 
been scheduled for 11:00 am, Wednesday October 
21, 2020 in the Solon Township Hall at 15185 
Algoma Avenue NE, Cedar Springs, Michigan.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
determine that the program and computer being 
used to tabulate the results of the election counts 
the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated: Oct. 15, 2020  Dorothy Willoughby
Solon Township Clerk

SOLON TOWNSHIP
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN
15185 Algoma Ave. NE

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION ALL OWNERS 

OF SOLON TOWNSHIP 
CEMETERY SPACES

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR FALL CLEAN-UP 
WILL BE CONDUCTED ON  OCTOBER 24, 
2020.  

ALL ITEMS, INCLUDING MEMORABILIA, 
GLASS OBJECTS AND PERMANENT 
PLANTINGS, SHALL BE REMOVED FROM 
THE GRAVE SITES.  

ITEMS YOU WISH TO KEEP MUST BE 
RETRIEVED BEFORE OCTOBER 24, 2020. 

A COPY OF THE CURRENT SOLON TOWNSHIP 
CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE AT THE SOLON TOWNSHIP 
OFFICE.

Dated: Oct. 15, 2020  Dorothy Willoughby
Solon Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

County of Kent, Michigan
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the Planning Commission of the Township of 
Spencer will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer 
Township Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, 
Michigan, on a proposed ordinance to amend the 
zoning ordinance of Spencer Township regarding 
general design standards for residential planned 
unit developments.  The proposed ordinance would 
amend Section 11.07(n) as follows to provide 
that all units within a PUD shall be connected 
to public water and sanitary sewer facilities, if 
available according to Township ordinances. If 
public water and sanitary sewer facilities are not 
available, the PUD shall be served by a private 
community system (designed for connection to 
a public system when and if a public system is 
made available). Water supply and sanitary sewer 
facilities shall be approved by the county health 
department and the Township in accordance with 
applicable standards.

The proposed amending ordinance is on file and 
may be examined at the offices of the Spencer 
Township Clerk located at 14960 Meddler Ave., 
Gowen, MI.  All interested persons may attend 
the public hearing and comment on the proposed 
amendments.  Written comments concerning the 
amendments may be submitted to the Township 
office, at the above-stated address, up to the time 
of the public hearing.

Dated: October 15, 2020 PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

County of Kent, Michigan
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the Planning Commission of the Township of 
Spencer will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer 
Township Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, 
Michigan, on a proposed ordinance to amend 
the zoning ordinance of Spencer Township 
regarding private streets.  The principal provisions 
of the proposed amending ordinance can be 
summarized as follows:

The proposed ordinance would amend 
subsection 4.25(a) to state that the Township 
has determined all new lots should be served by 
public streets wherever possible.  The proposed 
ordinance would add subsection (a)(4), which 
requires streets that provide access to more than 
8 lots, parcels, dwellings, units, buildings, or any 
combination thereof be public streets approved by 
the Kent County Road Commission.  Subsection 
4.25(e) of the proposed ordinance would also be 
amended to retain the requirement that all private 
streets have direct access to a public street. 
However, the proposed ordinance would prohibit 
a private street from providing access to more 
than 8 lots, parcels, principal buildings, dwelling 
units, structures, or any combination thereof.  
Further, the proposed ordinance would amend 
subsection 4.25(c) to remove all references to, 
and construction standards that permit private 
streets to serve more than 8 lots.  Finally, the 
proposed ordinance would also amend subsection 
4.25(j)(8), to grant the Planning Commission and 
Township Board discretion to vary private street 
regulations for planned unit developments or 
special land uses. The proposed amendment 
would clarify that such discretion does not include 
the ability to increase the maximum number of 
lots, parcels, units or buildings served by a private 
street. 

The proposed amending ordinance is on file and 
may be examined at the offices of the Spencer 
Township Clerk located at 14960 Meddler Ave., 
Gowen, MI.  All interested persons may attend 
the public hearing and comment on the proposed 
amendments.  Written comments concerning the 
amendments may be submitted to the Township 
office, at the above-stated address, up to the time 
of the public hearing.

Dated: October 15, 2020 PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

police from the area of the vacation home and Fox even inspected 
the underside of an M-31 highway bridge for places to seat an 
explosive, according to the complaint. Among other activities, the 
complaint alleges Fox purchased a taser for use in the kidnapping 
and that the group successfully detonated an improvised explosive 
device wrapped with shrapnel to test its anti-personnel capabili-
ties. The FBI and Michigan State Police executed arrests as mul-
tiple conspirators met to pool funds for explosives and exchange 
tactical gear.

“All of us can disagree about politics, but those disagreements 
should never, ever result in violence,” stated U.S. Attorney Mat-
thew Schneider. “The allegations in this complaint are deeply 
disturbing. We owe our thanks to the men and women of law en-
forcement who uncovered this plot and have worked so hard to 
protect Governor Whitmer.”

“These alleged extremists undertook a plot to kidnap a sitting 
governor,” said Assistant Special Agent in Charge Josh P. Haux-
hurst. “Whenever extremists move into the realm of actually plan-
ning violent acts, the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force stands ready 
to identify, disrupt and dismantle their operations, preventing 
them from following through on those plans.”

The investigation is ongoing. Agents of the Detroit Field Office 
of the FBI and other members of their Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
including the Michigan State Police, are conducting the investiga-
tion. FBI Agents and JTTF members in the Baltimore Field Office 
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This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Open Enrollment Choices Can Have Big Financial Impact
It’s that time of year again, where, if you 

work for a medium-to-large employer, you’ve 
got some decisions to make because it’s 
open enrollment time. Of course, depending 
on your situation, you may have been 
working remotely for a while, but, even so, 
you will likely have the opportunity to review 
your benefits package and make changes. 
And you’ll want to make the right moves, 
because your choices can have a big 
financial impact on your life.

So, take a close look at these key areas of 
your benefits program:

• Health insurance – Think about your 
health care needs over the coming year – 
will you or someone in your family be coping 
with a chronic illness or facing a surgery? 
Will you need to at least consider testing and 
possible treatment for COVID-19? In any 
case, make sure you’re choosing the right 
plan for your needs. And pay close attention 
to any changes in your health insurance, 
such as whether the plan’s provider networks 
have changed – you may want to make sure 
your own doctor is still in-network. Also, 
check to see if you can reduce your health 
care premiums by taking part in a wellness 
program or health-risk assessment.

• Life insurance – Your employer may 
offer a group life insurance policy for free, or 
for a small amount. It’s probably worth your 
while to take this coverage, but it may not be 
enough for your needs. If you only had this 
group policy, but your family situation has 
recently changed through marriage or the 
addition of a new child, you may well need to 
add some private insurance.

• Disability insurance – In addition 
to offering group life insurance, your 

employer may provide short-term disability 
insurance as an employee benefit. Like 
group insurance, this disability coverage 
may not cost you anything, but it may not 
be adequate – typically, short-term disability 
only replaces part of your income for three 
to six months. And while you may never 
need to miss work for an extended period 
of time, you never can tell – after all, more 
than one in four 20-year-olds will become 
disabled before they retire, according to the 
U.S. Social Security Administration. You may 
want to consider purchasing your own long-
term disability policy on top of the coverage 
offered by your employer.

• Retirement plan – You can probably 
make changes to your 401(k) or similar 
employer-sponsored retirement plan at any 
time, but why not look at it now, when you’re 
reviewing all your benefits? If you can afford 
to increase your contributions, you probably 
should, because a 401(k), with its tax 
advantages and ease of contribution through 
paycheck deductions, is a great way to save 
for retirement. At a minimum, put in enough 
to earn your employer’s match. You’ll also 
want to review your 401(k)’s investment mix. 
Is it still providing you with significant growth 
potential within the context of your individual 
risk tolerance? Over time, you may need to 
make some adjustments, either because an 
investment is underperforming or because 
you’re getting close to retirement and you 
need to reduce your risk exposure. In any 
case, it’s a good idea to check up on your 
401(k)’s investments at least once a year.

Your employee benefits are an important 
part of your overall financial picture – so do 
what you can to get the most from them.

Ask the Health Insurance Expert

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and Financial Services Agent

Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Website:  www.conflittiagency.com

Wondering about your choices this open 
enrollment? Which plan fits your needs:

Original Medicare  
Medicare Supplement 
Medicare Advantage with Prescription 

Drug Coverage?
Call today to learn the key differences, 
licensed agents available 6am-9pm

New pharmacy opens

SCORE

Counselors to America’s
small businesses
Establish a line of credit to manage the unexpected

Social Security announces 
1.3 percent benefit increase 
for 2021

Cedar Springs residents 
now have a new option 
when it comes to choosing a 
local pharmacy. The Cedar 
Springs Pharmacy, located 
in the White Creek plaza 
at 14111 White Creek Ave., 
opened their new business 
and held a ribbon cutting 
last month.

“This small, locally 
owned pharmacy will pro-
vide personalized care and 
service that is unmatched,” 
said owner Jodi Maki. “We 
will support you in your 
healthcare journey as if you 
were family. We will strive 
to keep things quick and 
convenient. It is only 15 
steps from the parking lot 
to our counter—or you can 
stay in your car and we’ll 
come to you!”

One of the things that 
makes this store unique is 
that the owner is the phar-
macist. Maki has resided in 
Cedar Springs for 15 years, 
and she will be the one serv-
ing patients and customers 
each day.

They provide prescription 
services, non-prescription 
medications, vitamins, sup-
plements, healthcare items, 
special order items, immu-

nizations (including flu 
shots, shingles vaccines, 
and tetanus boosters), 
curbside pickup, medica-
tion reviews, and medi-
cation synchronization. 
They also carry a small 
assortment of Michigan 
made candles and gifts, and 
99-cent made in the USA 
greeting cards.

“Our future plan is to 
become the pharmacy 

of choice for the Cedar 
Springs community,” said 
Maki, especially those 
seeking a pharmacist who 
gets to know them and their 

specific healthcare needs.”
Stop in and see them to-

day at 14111 White Creek 
Avenue. Hours are Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to 6 

p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and closed on Sunday. 
Or call them at (616) 439-
2779.

A line of credit, sometimes 
called revolving debt, enables 
a company to draw against a 
pool of money as it needs to. 
That line of credit is invaluable 
for protecting your business 
from emergencies and stalled 
cash flow because it extends 
the cash available in the busi-
ness checking account to the 
upper limit of the loan contract. 
Essentially, the line of credit is 
assurance by a bank that as 
long as your company is finan-
cially healthy, it can borrow 
money whenever it needs to.

This form of short-term bor-
rowing is an excellent way to 
establish a relationship with 
a bank and demonstrate the 
creditworthiness of your busi-
ness-especially if you have 
but don’t use the line of credit. 
Moreover, by virtue of having 
this relationship, your bank-
er can become a sort of silent 
partner, giving business opera-
tion advice as well as money.

You’ll find many variables in 
a line of credit, such as the pe-
riod of time (short or interme-
diate), whether it is renewable 
or nonrenewable, and whether 
it has a fixed or fluctuating rate 
of interest.

A short-term line of cred-
it typically is 60 to 120 days, 
whereas an intermediate-term 
line may be as short as one 
year or as long as three. You’re 
most likely to want the line of 
credit to purchase inventory 
and to pay operating costs-not 
to purchase equipment or real 
estate.

To negotiate a credit line 
with your bank, prepare to 
hand over your current finan-
cial statements, latest tax re-
turns, and a statement of pro-
jected cash flow.

What collateral will you use 
to secure your loan? You’ll 
need more than the assets you 
may be purchasing with it, such 
as the company’s accounts re-
ceivable, equipment, and real 
estate. The loan agreement 
and related documents will be 
designed to ensure that your 
loan payments are on time and 
have priority over noncritical 
expenses, dividends and em-
ployee bonuses.

This is a key point for avoid-
ing confusion and resentment 
over what your bank is will-
ing to do for you. Some small 
business owners think the loan 
officer doesn’t understand 

their business requirements. At 
the same time, the loan officer 
doesn’t think the borrower is 
making realistic projections 
for anticipated cash flow, prof-
itability, and the like.

As loans go, banks tend to 
view line-of-credit loans as 
low risk, so they carry the low-
est interest rate. The bank may 
reserve the right to cancel the 
loan if it thinks your business 
is in jeopardy.  You’ll make 
interest payments monthly, 
regardless of when you expect 
to pay off the principal. For an 
annual fee, most banks will 
allow one-year lines of credit 
to renew almost automatically. 
However, they may require the 
credit line to be fully paid off 
for between seven and 30 days 
each contract year.

To learn more about lines of 
credit, contact SCORE “Coun-
selors to America’s Small 
Business.” More than 35 vol-
unteer business counselors in 
the Grand Rapids SCORE of-
fice donate their time to consult 
with and mentor entrepreneurs 
(In person or Virtual). Contact 
the Grand Rapids SCORE of-
fice at 616/771-0305 or go to 
www.scoregr.org.

Social Security and Supple-
mental Security Income (SSI) 
benefits for approximately 
70 million Americans will in-
crease 1.3 percent in 2021, the 
Social Security Administration 

announced today.
The 1.3 percent cost-of-liv-

ing adjustment (COLA) will 
begin with benefits payable to 
more than 64 million Social 
Security beneficiaries in Janu-
ary 2021.  Increased payments 
to more than 8 million SSI 
beneficiaries will begin on De-

cember 31, 2020.  (Note: some 
people receive both Social Se-
curity and SSI benefits).  The 
Social Security Act ties the an-
nual COLA to the increase in 
the Consumer Price Index as 
determined by the Department 
of Labor’s Bureau of Labor 
     INCREASE- continues on page 15
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Statistics.
Some other adjustments that take effect in January of each year 

are based on the increase in average wages.  Based on that in-
crease, the maximum amount of earnings subject to the Social 
Security tax (taxable maximum) will increase to $142,800 from 
$137,700.  

Social Security and SSI beneficiaries are normally notified by 
mail starting in early December about their new benefit amount.  
Most people who receive Social Security payments will be able to 
view their COLA notice online through their personal my Social 
Security account.  People may create or access their my Social 
Security account online at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.     

Information about Medicare changes for 2021, when an-
nounced, will be available at www.medicare.gov.  For Social 
Security beneficiaries receiving Medicare, Social Security will 
not be able to compute their new benefit amount until after the 
Medicare premium amounts for 2021 are announced.  Final 2021 
benefit amounts will be communicated to beneficiaries in Decem-
ber through the mailed COLA notice and my Social Security’s 
Message Center.

The Social Security Act provides for how the COLA is calculat-
ed.  To read more, please visit www.socialsecurity.gov/cola.

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

of the FBI, which covers Delaware, are also involved. The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Michigan is prose-
cuting the federal charges. U.S. Attorney’s Offices in the Eastern 
District of Michigan and Delaware have assisted.

Based on information developed in the investigation, State of 
Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel announced the simulta-
neous arrest of seven other individuals on state charges of provid-
ing material support of terroristic activities and of possessing a 
firearm in the course of that offense.

The suspects, now under arrest, are alleged to have called on 
the groups’ members to identify the home addresses of law en-
forcement officers in order to target them; made threats of vio-
lence to instigate a civil war leading to societal collapse; and en-
gaged in the planning and training for an operation to attack the 
state Capitol building and kidnap government officials, including 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. 

Through the efforts of more than 200 state and federal law en-
forcement officials  – including experts from outside of Michi-
gan – officers executed a series of search warrants and arrest 
warrants in more than a dozen cities around the state, including, 
Belleville, Cadillac, Canton, Charlotte, Clarkston, Grand Rapids, 
Luther, Munith, Orion Township, Ovid, Portage, Shelby Town-
ship and Waterford.  

“Michigan law enforcement officers are united in our commit-
ment to rooting out terrorism in any form and we will take swift 
action against anyone seeking to cause violence or harm in our 
state,” stated Col. Joe Gasper, director of the Michigan State Po-
lice. “Michigan residents can assist us in this mission by speaking 
up if you see suspicious activity or become aware of someone 
making threats. No tip is too small; don’t wait until it’s too late. 
Tips can be submitted confidentially 24/7 online at our website.” 

In total, 19 state felony charges were filed by the Attorney Gen-
eral against seven individuals known to be members of the militia 
group, Wolverine Watchmen or associates of Wolverine Watch-
men. 

The following individuals 
were charged by Attorney Gen-
eral Nessel as part of the joint 
law enforcement effort: 

Paul Bellar, 21, of Mil-
ford, was arrested in Colum-
bia, South Carolina Wednes-
day and the Attorney General’s 
office is working to extradite 
him to Michigan for arraign-
ment on charges in Jackson 
County. No court dates have 
been set. Bellar is charged with: 
Providing material support for 
terrorist acts – a 20-year felo-
ny and/or $20,000 fine; Gang 
membership – a 20-year felo-

ny, which may be served as a consecutive sentence; and Carrying 
or possessing a firearm during the commission of a felony; felony 
firearm – a two-year mandatory prison sentence to be served con-
secutively.

Shawn Fix, 38, of Belleville, was arraigned in Antrim County. 
Bond was set at $250,000. Preliminary hearing scheduled for 1:30 
p.m. Oct. 28. A probable cause conference has not be scheduled. 
Fix is charged with: Providing material support for terrorist acts – 
a 20-year felony and/or $20,000 fine; and  Carrying or possessing 
a firearm during the commission of a felony; felony firearm – a 
two-year mandatory prison sentence to be served consecutively.

Eric Molitor, 36, of Cadillac – Arraigned Thursday in Antrim 
County, with bond set at $250,000, 10 percent. His probable cause 
conference is set for 1 p.m. Oct. 14, and his preliminary hearing 
is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. Oct. 28. Molitor is charged with: Pro-
viding material support for terrorist acts – a 20-year felony and/
or $20,000 fine; and Carrying or possessing a firearm during the 
commission of a felony; felony firearm – a two-year mandatory 
prison sentence to be served consecutively.

Michael Null, 38, of Plainwell, and William Null, 38, of Shel-
byville – Both were arraigned Thursday in Antrim County, with 
cash bond set at $250,000 each. Both are scheduled for a proba-
ble cause conference at 1 p.m. Oct. 14, and preliminary hearing 
at 1:30 p.m. Oct. 28. Both defendants are each charged with one 
count of: Providing material support for terrorist acts – a 20-year 
felony and/or $20,000 fine; and Carrying or possessing a firearm 
during the commission of a felony; felony firearm – a two-year 
mandatory prison sentence to be served consecutively.

Pete Musico, 42, and Joseph Morrison, 26, both of Munith 
– Both were arraigned Thursday in Jackson County, with a cash 
bond set at $10 million each. Both are scheduled for a probable 
cause conference at 1 p.m. Oct. 16 and a preliminary hearing at 
9:30 a.m. Oct. 21. Both Musico and Munith are charged with:

One count each of threat of terrorism, a 20-year felony and/or 
$20,000 fine; One count each of gang membership, a 20-year fel-
ony that may be served as a consecutive sentence; One count each 
of providing material support for terrorist acts; and One count 
each for carrying or possessing a firearm during the commission 
of a felony; felony firearm – a two-year mandatory prison sen-

tence to be served consecutively. 
More than 200 state and federal law enforcement officials  – 

including experts from outside of Michigan – were involved in 
the operation. 

 “I’d like to personally thank the law enforcement officers who 
participated in yesterday’s arrests and those who have assisted 
with this investigation throughout the past several months,” Attor-
ney General Nessel said. “Your heroic efforts have left the people 
of this state safer and the instruments of our government stronger. 
I know that I speak on behalf of Michiganders everywhere when I 
say we are forever grateful to you for your actions.” 
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JOIN OUR TEAM!
Boulder Creek Assisted Living and Memory Care is a senior living 

facility in the Rockford, MI area. 

BOULDER CREEK ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE
6070 Northland Dr. Rockford, MI 49341

(616) 866-2911   |    bouldercreekassistedliving.com
PS84061

FIND YOUR PURPOSE AT 
BOULDER CREEK TODAY!

When I was 17, I was finally old 
enough to move out of foster care 
placements and into supervised 
independent living. That was also the 
year I was going to graduate so I 
wanted to start applying to colleges. 
But since I was no longer in the group 
homes I had no adults to help me and 
my caseworker wouldn’t listen to me 
when I tried to advocate for myself. I’d 
had several judges/referees oversee 
my case, as well as several 
caseworkers and none of them 
listened to me. They were trying to 
force me to go to a community college 
like they didn’t believe I could make it 
at a university. There was always some 
excuse as to why they couldn’t help 
me. But when you heard my case, 
you were the only one who cared. I 
remember you being visibly upset and 
you got on my caseworker and her 
supervisor and put in a court order that 
they had to help me with my 
applications within a certain time 
period or they would face disciplinary 
action. Literally 2 days later I had all 
my applications done. 


I just wanted to thank you for that. 
I’m now in my 4th year at WMU and I 
don’t think I would’ve been here had 
you not been the one to advocate for 
me when my voice wasn’t being 
heard. I just wanted to let you know 
that I really appreciate it!

“…you were the only one who cared.” 

The author of this note asked to remain anonymous.
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