
his cousin “he was 
going to make her 
pay and be on the 
run.”

On September 16 
at 7:24 p.m., depu-
ties from the Kent 
County Sheriff’s 
Office responded 
to the 7000 block 
of Cannon Place 
Dr. N.E. to check 
on Paul’s well-be-
ing after a woman 
reported she was 
in a Facetime call 
with Ryan, and he 
appeared to have 
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Man dies in motorcycle crash
A Lakeview man died 

early Sunday morning in a 
motorcycle crash in Tyrone 
Township.

According to the Mich-
igan State Police Grand 
Rapids Post, the crash oc-
curred at approx. 2:35 a.m. 
on Sunday, September 19, 
on 17 Mile Rd. near Tyrone 
Ave.  

Their investigation 
showed that a 2003 Harley 
Davidson motorcycle was 

travelling eastbound on 17 
Mile Rd. when it ran off 
the roadway at a high rate 
of speed and struck a road 
sign. The 43-year-old male 
driver, from Lakeview, was 
not wearing a helmet and 
was pronounced dead on 
scene. His name has not yet 
been released.

It is not known yet if al-
cohol was a factor in the 
crash. The crash remains 
under investigation by the 

MSP Grand Rapids Post.  
Troopers were assisted 

on scene by the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, 
Tyrone Township Fire De-
partment, Rockford EMS, 
and the Kent County Road 
Commission.   

Anyone who may have 
witnessed this crash or has 
any information is asked to 
contact the Grand Rapids 
Post at 616-866-4411.

Man charged 
in murder of 
Rockford woman

Red Flannel fun starts this 
weekend

Ciara Paul was stabbed to death in her 
Cannon Township home. 

Jacob Alec Ryan

By Judy Reed

The Red Flannel Festi-
val is bringing back the fun 
in 2021 and you will get a 
taste of it this weekend!

It kicks off Friday night, 
with a home football game 
against Forest Hills Eastern, 
and the firefighter light pa-
rade at 9:30 p.m. 

Saturday will find more 

goodies on tap, with the 
Red Flannel 5K fun run and 
walk; kids day in the Heart 
of Cedar Springs park be-
hind the library; those zany 
bed races; and the Queen 

pageant Saturday evening. 
Turn to pages 9-12 for more 
info.

The bed races are just one of the events taking place Saturday.

A man who told his cous-
in “he was going to make 
her pay” has been charged 
in the death of a Cannon 
Township woman.

The cousin reportedly 
told police that Jacob Alec 
Ryan, 29, had called him 
on September 15 and was 
angry that Ciara Paul, 25, 
had left him at a food court. 
Ryan then allegedly told 

Car hits buggy

NEWS NEWS - - page 3page 3
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Rolled fifth wheel backs up traffic

Courtesy photos.

It was a long commute 
home for drivers last Thurs-
day, September 16, after a 

5th wheel rolled on north-
bound US131 near White 
Creek Ave, in Algoma 

Township. 
According to the Michi-

gan State Police, there were 

no injuries, but traffic was 
backed up all the way to 
West River Drive. Clean up 

took over an hour. No other 
information was available 
at press time.
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DID YOU KNOW 
There is a new

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Mortgage office in 
downtown Cedar Springs?!
Contact Chris Conflitti for your 
no obligation quote and check 
interest rates. 
Christopherconflitti@rocketpro.com

Agent NMLS# 2021391
 

616-205-7994

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Even though we’re missing 
Oktoberfest again this year, 

Munich’s great festival typically pours 
7 million liters of beer in two weeks!

 

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.comCEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

change in ownership - formerly Gebhardt Insurance

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Have 
you 
seen 
me?

Steven Earl Kraft Jr. is 
one of the kidnappings/
missing persons on the 
FBI’s most wanted list.

He was 12 years old when 
he was last seen near his 
residence in Benton Town-
ship, Michigan, on Febru-
ary 15, 2001. Steven was 
out walking his two dogs 
between the hours of 7 and 
8 p.m. and failed to return 
home for dinner. Although 
his two dogs were subse-
quently located, Kraft has 
not been seen since then.

At the time, Steven was 

Fast facts:
•  The final Adopt-A-Highway 

cleanup of the year is Sept. 
25-Oct. 3.

•  Adopt-A-Highway volunteers 
collect more than 60,000 
bags of litter annually.

•  Sections of highway are still 
available to adopt. Go to www.
Michigan.gov/AdoptAHigh-
way for more information.

Final Adopt-A-Highway cleanup 
of year starts Saturday

Motorists should be on the lookout 
as thousands of Adopt-A-Highway 
volunteers in the popular Michi-
gan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) program fan out across the 
state to collect litter along highway 
roadsides from Saturday, Sept. 25, 
through Sunday, Oct. 3.

This is the third and final scheduled 
pickup period of the year.

Every year, Adopt-A-Highway vol-
unteers regularly collect more than 
60,000 bags of trash. The popular program 
began in 1990 and has grown to involve more 
than 2,900 groups cleaning 6,000 miles of 
highway.

Beginning Saturday, volunteers wearing 
high-visibility, yellow-green safety vests will 

clear up their adopted stretches of highway. 
MDOT provides free vests and trash bags and 
arranges to haul away the trash.

Getting involved in the program is easy. 
Volunteers include members of civic groups, 
businesses and families. Crew members have 
to be at least 12 years old, and each group must 

Steven Kraft Jr. aged to about 25.Steven Kraft Jr.

wearing a blue-green Char-
lotte Hornets basketball 
team jacket, a tan and white 
striped t-shirt, tan parachute 
pants, and black boots. He 
had sandy brown hair, green 
eyes, and was 5 feet 2 inch-
es and 100 pounds.

He would now be 32 
years old. The adult photo 
above was aged to about 
how he’d look at age 25.

He has ties to Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and Lexington, 
Kentucky.

If you have any informa-
tion concerning this person, 
please contact a Crimes 
Against Children Investi-
gator at your local FBI of-
fice or the nearest American 
Embassy or Consulate. You 
may also contact the Benton 
Township Police Depart-
ment (Michigan) at 1-269-
926-8221 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-342-STOP 
(7867). To submit an anon-
ymous tip, go to https://tips.
fbi.gov/.

IRS resources to help 
small business employers 
understand and meet 
their tax responsibilities

Last week was National Small Business 
Week. The IRS acknowledges that small busi-
ness employers have unique tax responsibil-
ities, and they make valuable contributions 
to the economy. The agency has a variety of 
information and resources to help employers 
understand and meet these unique tax respon-
sibilities. Most of these resources are avail-
able anytime at IRS.gov.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, new leg-
islation was enacted to aid not only struggling 
business owners, but also individuals. Em-
ployers have direct access to people who may 
be eligible for advance Child Tax Credit pay-
ments. The IRS is asking employers to help 
spread the word about these payments during 
National Small Business Week.

Materials for employers and others who 
can help are available on the IRS website 
at https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/2021-child-
tax-credit-and-advance-child-tax-credit-pay-
ments-resources-and-guidance.

Other IRS online resources can help em-
ployers answer common tax-related ques-
tions about worker classification, employ-
ment taxes deadlines, what forms to file and 
more. Here are a few of these resources:
Small Business and 
Self-Employed Tax Center 

This page features links to useful tools and 
common IRS forms with instructions. Tax-
payers can find help on topics such as start-
ing or operating a business, recordkeeping, 
filing and paying taxes. A link to the IRS Tax 

Calendar for Businesses and Self-Employed 
also provides at-a-glance key tax dates for 
businesses. https://www.irs.gov/businesses/
small-businesses-self-employed
Self-Employed Individuals 
Tax Center

This a great resource for sole proprietors 
and others who are in business for themselves. 
This site has many handy tips and references 
to tax rules a self-employed person may need 
to know. Self-employed taxpayers will find 
info on a variety of topics, including how to 
make quarterly payments and self-employed 
tax obligations. https://www.irs.gov/business-
es/small-businesses-self-employed/self-em-
ployed-individuals-tax-center
Sharing Economy Tax Center

For taxpayers engaged in the sharing econ-
omy, this site provides answers to tax ques-
tions, links to forms and resources related to 
the sharing economy. The gig economy—also 
called sharing economy or access economy—
is activity where people earn income provid-
ing on-demand work, services or goods. Of-
ten, it’s through a digital platform like an app 
or website. https://www.irs.gov/businesses/
gig-economy-tax-center
Small Business Forms and 
Publications

Employers can select and download multi-
ple small business and self-employed forms 
and publications or call 800-829-3676 to or-
der forms and publications through the mail. 

number at least three people. 
Groups are asked to adopt a 
section of highway for at least 
two years; there is no fee to 
participate. Adopt-A-High-
way volunteer groups are rec-
ognized with signs bearing a 
group’s name posted along 
stretches of adopted highway.

 Sections of highway are 
still available for adoption. 
Interested groups should 
check the MDOT Adopt-A-
Highway website at www.
Michigan.gov/AdoptAHigh-
way for more information 
and the name of their coun-
ty’s coordinator, who can 
specify available roadsides.

Aspiring entrepreneurs who 
are unsure which tax publica-
tions may be relevant to them 
should review the Starting 
a Business section (https://
www.irs.gov/businesses/
small-businesses-self-em-
ployed/start ing-a-busi-
ness), for an overview of 
federal tax responsibili-
ties. https://www.irs.gov/
businesses/small-business-
es-self-employed/small-busi-
ness-forms-and-publications



were left at cell towers lo-
cated in the Upper Penin-
sula. The letters contained 
threats aimed at telecom-
munication carriers.

In each district, Allen 
faces charges of Extortion, 
which is punishable by up 

to 20 years in prison, and 
Attempted Damage or De-
struction of Buildings Used 
in Interstate Commerce, 
which is punishable by a 
minimum of five years and 
not more than 20 years in 

A 60-year-old Stanton 
man struck a horse-drawn 
buggy with his vehicle 
last Thursday, injuring 
both horse and driver.

According to the Mont-
calm County Sheriff’s 
Office, the crash oc-
curred about 8:23 p.m. on 
Thursday, September 16, 
on South Sheridan Rd, 
near Ruby Rd, in Sidney 
Township.

Their investigation 
showed that a 2005 
Chevrolet Trailblazer 
driven by Billy Mack, 
age 60, from Stanton, 
struck the back of a horse 
drawn buggy occupied by 
a 25-year-old Sheridan 
man. The buggy was op-
erating with lights on at 
the time of the crash.

The 25-year-old sus-
tained a head laceration and 
was transported to Sheridan 
Community Hospital for 
treatment. The horse was 

injured and expected to re-
cover.

Mack suffered minor in-
juries and was arrested for 
Operating While Under The 

Influence. He was released 
from jail and is currently on 
bond. 

The Sheriff’s Office 
was assisted by Montcalm 

County Emergency Medi-
cal Services and the Mich-
igan State Police.
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Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Man arrested for leaving pipe bombs at 
cell phone stores

Man dies in high-speed crash

Car hits horse drawn buggy 

A young man died last Sunday after crashing his vehicle 
into a tree in Montcalm Township.

According to the Michigan State Police Lakeview Post, 
the fatal crash occurred on Sunday, September 19, at 9:35 
p.m. on Holland Lake Road near M-91 in Montcalm Town-
ship.  

A trooper was traveling southbound when he saw a vehi-
cle traveling northbound at a high rate of speed. The trooper 
turned around and went northbound to make a traffic stop. 
But prior to the trooper attempting the stop, he saw the driv-
er had lost control, rolled, and struck a tree.  The driver, 
18-year-old Colton Leitz, from the Greenville area, was 
pronounced deceased on scene.   

The crash remains under investigation by the MSP 
Lakeview Post.  

Troopers were assisted on scene by the Montcalm County 
Sheriff’s Department, Montcalm Township Fire, and Mont-
calm County EMS.   

A Stanton man was charged with an OWI after striking the back of a horse-drawn buggy with his 
vehicle last week. Courtesy photo.

A Whittemore, Michigan, 
man was arrested Tuesday 
in two separate criminal 
complaints related to the 
placement of explosive 
packages outside cellphone 
stores in Cheboygan and 
Sault Ste Marie, Michigan.

Charged was John Doug-
las Allen, 75.

According to the affida-
vit, on September 15, 2021, 
at approximately 7:36 p.m., 
a United States Postal Ser-
vice (USPS) box with black 
tape on it and a wire coming 
out of it was placed outside 
of an AT&T Store, located 
at 2972 W 8th Street, Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan. Lat-
er that evening at approxi-
mately 10:10 p.m., another 
USPS box with black tape 
on it and a wire coming out 
of it was placed outside of 
the Verizon Store, located 
at 1006 S Main Street Pla-
za 27, Suite 3, Cheboygan, 
Michigan. 

The two devices recov-
ered were examined by the 
FBI laboratory Explosive 
Unit, which concluded that 
the two devices were im-
provised explosive devic-
es (IEDs), also commonly 

referred to as homemade 
bombs or pipe bombs. 
Based on video footage 
taken from the cell phone 
stores and other nearby 
businesses, as well as 
an exhaustive investiga-
tion by law enforcement, 
agents were able to deter-
mine that Allen was the 
person who allegedly left 
the packages outside of the 
stores.

The affidavit further al-
leges that letters, placed 
inside polka dot envelopes 
and sealed in zip lock bags, 
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Thank YouThank You

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Formerly Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

From the PulpitFrom the PulpitChurchChurch
DirectoryDirectory

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Pastor Dallas Burgeson
THE SPRINGS CHURCH
135 N. Grant, Cedar Springs

BREAD AND LIGHT
In Leviticus 24:1-8, God gave His People a couple of 

ways that He could show them He was with them. Present. 
It all begins in the Tabernacle, the movable, tent-like struc-
ture that God said He dwelt in as He led them through wil-
dernesses and battlegrounds on the way to their Promised 
Land. These two ways of symbolizing His Presence came 
in the form of Bread and of Light.

Bread. In the Tabernacle, it was the job of those who 
worked there to bake bread every Sabbath that laid in the 
presence of God. Here’s what’s so cool about symbolizing 
presence with bread: It was a joint effort between God and 
His People. 

God was present to produce the grain. If weather didn’t 
cooperate, there would be no grain, and the ancients knew 
that only God could control weather. His presence was in-
dispensable. At the same time, God’s People were present 
to harvest the grain and to take every step that lie between 
the harvest and the fresh Bread of the Presence that lay in 
the Tabernacle. Man’s presence was indispensable, too. 
God and Man had to be present to one another in order for 
the Bread of the Presence to exist at all.

Light. Once the Bread of the Presence was freshly made 
and placed on its golden table in the Tabernacle, it then was 
bathed under the light of the menorah, the seven-wicked 
lamp that also symbolized the warmth of God’s Presence in 
His House. As long as the menorah, this lamp was lit, God’s 
people knew that He was Home with them when they came 
to worship Him. And you know what God asked of those 
who took care of His House? That the menorah never be 
allowed to go out (Lev. 24:4)

God is always Home. There is always the smell of fresh-
ly-baked bread in His House, inviting us into the inner 
rooms of His warm hospitality. The light is always on, cast-
ing the lilting glow of intimate friendship into every time 
of prayer. Imagine the radiance when we come together in 
prayer! 

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 
me will never be hungry again” (John 6:35, NLT). He 
said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you 
won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have 
the light that leads to life” (John 8:12, NLT).  Then watch 
this: Paul said, “Don’t you realize that your body is the tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to 
you by God? …God bought you with a high price.” The 
price was the life of Jesus sacrificed on a cross so that you, 
you and your church, could become a Temple where God is 
always Home. Fresh bread coming out of the oven… with 
the glow of a lamplight that never has to go out. 

Please don’t miss His Presence today. He’s Home. Are 
you?

ALVA HYRNS
The family of Alva Hyrns would like to thank every-

one who came to the service and luncheon to remember 
Alva. Also thanks to all who sent cards and condolenc-
es. It was all greatly appreciated.

Donna Hyrns and family

ELIZABETH M. RANDALL
Elizabeth M. “Betsy” Randall 
age 77 of Sand Lake, passed 
away Friday, September 17, 
2021. She was born March 
30, 1944 in Boston, MA the 
daughter of Leslie James and 
Marg (Gilmore) Jess. She had 
owned and operated Lakeside 
Restaurant in Sand Lake 
retiring in 2005. She enjoyed 
being a wife and mother. 
Surviving are two sons, 
Patrick (Makerita Lawrence) 
Randall, Michael (Donna) Randall; 6 grandchildren, 
Nicole, Nancy, Nathan, Kylee, Alex and Sydney; 11 great 
grandchildren. In keeping with her wishes, cremation will 
take place and there will be no services. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs. 

ObituaryObituary
LINDSAY RORY CARPENTER
Lindsay Rory Carpenter, 61, 
of Cedar Springs, formerly 
of Sparta passed away 
on September 18, 2021, 
succumbing to his lengthy and 
arduous journey with a rare 
cancer.  Our valiant warrior 
was a dedicated family man 
known to be persistent, bold, 
forthright, and quick-witted.  
At TRANE Technologies as 
an HVAC technician, he put in 
hard work and laughter with 
friends.  He enjoyed classic 
rock, the great outdoors, road trips to visit family and 
occasionally a trip to the casino.  He proudly invested most 
of his time with his family.  In his words, “he had the best 
kids and grandkids ever.”  Seeing them grow, flourish, love 
and live has always been a source of great pride.  He gave 
his all to care for his family throughout his life, attempting 
to ease their burdens great and small especially those 
presented by his departure.  Still he was also someone who 
saw a bigger picture, selflessly devoting years to clinical 
trials and experimental treatments in the hopes his journey 
could positively impact the understanding and future of 
others dealing with GIST cancer.  His fighting spirit is 
cherished and will always be a source of inspiration for 
his family.  Gratefully, he appreciated those at Lemmon-
Holton Cancer Center and Start Midwest clinical trials.  
We particularly thank Dr. O’Rourke, Dr. Sharma, and Dr. 
Chung.  One lasting piece of wisdom from Lindsay and 
echoed by his family - “CANCER SUCKS!!!!” He is 
survived by his beloved wife of 43 years, Sonia D (Vincent), 
son Kelby Jay Carpenter (Cassie), daughter Brandie Kay 
Carpenter (David), grandchildren Kendra Jean Carpenter, 
Tatiana Kay Carpenter, Ariana Dymond Watkins,  Lucas 
Carpenter, Zyana Angel Watkins, his best buddy Tugger, 
mother Alberta “Birdie” Carpenter, sisters Karen Force 
(Ron), Jayne Carpenter (Fred), In-laws Luke Vincent  III 
(June), Star TenHarmsel (Vern), Sally Miller, Clarence 
Vincent (Barbie), Becky Vincent, as well as many aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, and cherished friends.  Preceding 
him in death are father Irvin Carpenter Sr., grandson 
Chance Carpenter, grandparents, and in-laws Dorothy and 
Luke Vincent Jr.  A celebration of life memorial service 
will be held at the family residence on Saturday September 
25th at 2-5pm.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
can be made to the family for expenses. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs.
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101th Birthday
LOIS IVES

Lois Ives will be turning 101 on September 
23, 2021. Lois loves to spend her time 
playing BINGO and soaking up the sun here 
at Mission Point of Cedar Springs. Lois 
shared that “the Lord’s will” is her secret to 
a long-life. Happy birthday Lois!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

88 EAST DIVISION STREET
SPARTA, MI 49345-1394

Phone 616.887.1761
Fax 616.887.2870

MANAGER/OWNER:
Thomas Cheslek

Brandon Poortenga
Timothy Valk

Timothy Plaisier

www.hesselcheslek.com

BURIALS • CREMATIONS • PRE-ARRANGEMENTSMonuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local 
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accura-
cy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be 
accompanied by full name, mailing address and day-
time phone number. We use this information to verify 
the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous 
letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, Cedar 
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

POSTPOST  
NOTICE

ScriptsScripts

VOICES & VIEWS is online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/voices-and-views/
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Every Life Tells A Story...

60th Anniversary

100th Birthday
HELEN BEEBE

Celebrating her 100th Birthday is Helen 
Beebe who was born on September 27, 
1921. She was married to the late William 
Beebe for 68 years and moved to Sand Lake 
on April 9, 1953. She has 5 children, 17 
grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren, and 4 
great-great-grandchildren. Congratulations!

RUSSEL & PATRICIA 
MERLINGTON

September 22, 2021

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary to my 
wonderful parents. 

If you wish to congratulate them you can 
send them a card at PO Box 244, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

Love you both,
Jenifer and Grandkids

KENNETH R. MEKSULA
Kenneth R. 
“Mucky” Meksula 
age 66 of Sand 
Lake, died Monday, 
September 20, 
2021 at his home. 
Ken was born 
April 24, 1955 in 
Flint, MI the son 
of Edward and 
Ruth (Emore) 
Meksula. He 
enjoyed camping 
and the outdoors 
and especially loved cats. He was always helping 
others in need. Surviving are his wife of 45 
years, Agnes; children, Kristina (Troy) Reister, 
Kevin (Angel) Meksula; grandchildren, Devin, 
Tyler, Misty, Damion Reister, Michael Canfield, 
Katherine Meksula; brothers, Mark, Phil, David 
(Sue). He was preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Douglas; granddaughter, Makala Taylor. 
The family will greet friends Friday, Sept. 24 
from 1:00 pm until time of service at 2:00 pm at 
the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Pastor Ryan Black officiating. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Cedar Springs 
Christian Church or Faith Hospice. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
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Hospice of Michigan’s 
Series of Grief Support
Groups Return with in-Person and Virtual Sessions
All sessions are open and available for anyone 
mourning the loss of a loved one

Guide helps community talk 
with families experiencing 
medical trauma

Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
September 21, 2021 – The 
Children’s Healing Center 
has released a guide that 
helps community members 
talk with families who are 
experiencing medical trau-
ma as a result of a child 
being diagnosed with a 
life-threatening or life-al-
tering disease.

The booklet, titled “Have 
you thought about: What 
NOT to say to parents with 
medically complex kids,” is 
based on input from parents 
whose children are medical-
ly complex and utilize the 
Children’s Healing Center. 
The 20-page guide shares 
common phrases families 
experiencing medical trau-
ma hear that are less than 
helpful and offers sugges-
tions of what to say instead.

The Children’s Healing 
Center is the first year-
round recreation facility 
in the nation for kids with 
weakened immune systems 
and their families.

The guide begins: 
“Chances are you know 
someone whose child has 
been diagnosed with a 
life-threatening or life-al-
ternating disease. From kid-
ney, blood and heart disor-
ders to arthritis, cancer and 
autoimmune conditions, 
these medical diagnoses up-
end a family’s life.

“Loved ones often reach 

out to ask how they can 
help or to offer helpful ‘ad-
vice.’ The problem is these 
well-intentioned people 
can leave the family feeling 
worse. What seems like an 
innocent conversation start-
er may be a trigger for fam-
ilies experiencing medical 
trauma.”

The booklet helps to 
bridge the communications 
gap between well-meaning 
loved ones and families 
with children who are fac-
ing scaring diagnoses, said 
Amanda Barbour, founder 
and executive director of 
the Children’s Healing Cen-
ter. 

“Often, people just don’t 
know what to say to a fami-
ly who is experiencing med-
ical trauma,” Barbour said. 
“This guide offers easy and 
impactful ways loved ones 
can be helpful rather than 
hurtful.”

The guide offers “les-
sons” on common questions 
and phrases families hear, 
how these make them feel 
and alternatives to consider. 
For example:

“How is your child do-
ing?” can be difficult for 
a family with a medically 
complex child to answer in 
simple terms. Another way 
to ask is, “Did you learn 
anything new at Mia’s doc-
tor visit this week?

“What can I help you 

with?” puts the responsibil-
ity back on the person deal-
ing with sickness instead 
of lifting a weight from 
their shoulders. Instead, 
try: “Can I come clean your 
house, drop over a meal or 
run an errand?”

“This worked for my 
friend; why isn’t it working 
for you?” is shortsighted of 
the fact treatment plans are 
unique to individuals and 
parents are working with 
their care team and child 
to find a solution. Instead, 
try: “Has Noah’s care team 
provided any new treatment 
options.”

The guide is a welcome 
addition to the resources the 
Children’s Healing Center 
provides the community.

“As the parent of a med-
ically complex child, I am 
grateful to the Children’s 
Healing Center for offering 
this important tool for our 
friends, neighbors and com-
munity,” said Sara Frakie, 
who provided input for the 
booklet. “It will serve as a 
guide for those who want to 
help and reduce hurtful in-
teractions for us. We hope it 
creates a world that is more 
aware, compassionate and 
considerate.”

Find the booklet at http://
www.childrenshealingcen-
ter.org/booklet/

Hospice of Michigan (HOM) is returning with some face-to-face support groups along with 
virtual sessions throughout the fall for Michiganders experiencing the loss of a loved one.

The ongoing sessions offer individuals the choice of in-person, virtual or hybrid meetings, 
depending on their comfort level and preferences.

With the return of some face-to-face opportunities, safety measures will be in place for all 
in-person group meetings. Hospice of Michigan will be following CDC guidelines in light of 
the continued spread of COVID-19 and its delta variant to ensure the health and wellness of 
all who attend and continue providing bereavement support to the communities safely. HOM 
will continually monitor this spread to shift in-person events to virtual if necessary and notify 
attendees of any changes prior to the event.

The ongoing sessions are highlighted by the Living On group series, where the focus is to 
express feelings and experiences related to the loss of a loved one in a supportive, caring, and 
non-judgmental environment. Grief and loss topics are addressed as they arise, depending on 
the interests of those attending the group.

The following grief support events are scheduled to take place:
In-Person Groups 

1st Thursday of the month (starts in October) | 1-2 p.m. Location: Hospice of Michigan, 989 
Spaulding SE in Ada. RSVP with Carly Whetstone at 616-443-2581 | cwhetstone@hom.org
Men’s Grief Lunch Group

A meal-centered lunch group for men who have lost a spouse or partner. Facilitated by vol-
unteer Larry Dugan.

2nd Wednesday of the month | 1-2:30 p.m. Location: American Legion, 658 Michigan St. NE 
in Grand Rapids. RSVP with Carly Whetstone at 616-443-2581 | cwhetstone@hom.org
In-Person Groups with Virtual Option (Zoom)

2nd Tuesday of the month | 6:30-7:30 p.m. Location: Hospice of Michigan, 400 Perry Ave. in 
Big Rapids / Zoom. RSVP with David Keller at 231-527-0913 | dkeller@hom.org
Virtual only (Zoom)

1st Wednesday of the month | 2-3:30 p.m. RSVP with Jackie Morris at 313-578-6328 | jmor-
ris@hom.org 

1st and 3rd Thursday of the month | 1-2:30 p.m. RSVP with Jackie Morris at 313-578-
6328 | jmorris@hom.org 
Living On – Young Adults

An open, ongoing, monthly group for people in their 20s and 30s. Facilitated by Hospice of 
Michigan grief counselors.

1st Monday of the month | 6-7:15 p.m. RSVP with Wes Lawton at 586-263-8514 | wlawton@
hom.org 
Living On – Loss from COVID

A grief support group for people who have experienced a death of a loved one from COVID. 
This group will meet monthly to discuss topics of grief and loss. Facilitated by Hospice of 
Michigan grief counselors.

3rd Wednesday of the month | 6-7:15 p.m. RSVP with Jackie Morris at 313-578-6328 | jmor-
ris@hom.org 
Living On – Loss of Spouse or Partner

Come and share, or simply listen, as the group discusses the various intricacies and many 
facets of grief after the loss of a spouse/partner.

2nd and 4th Thursday of the month | 2-3:15 p.m. RSVP with Kjirsten Boeve at 231-929-
1557 | kboeve@hom.org 

4th Tuesday of the month | 6-7:15 p.m. RSVP with Stacy Malenfant at 989-358-4295 | smalen-
fa@hom.org 
Living On – Adult Loss of Parent

An open, ongoing, bi-monthly group for people who have lost a parent. 2nd Wednesday and 
4th Tuesday of the month | 6:30-7:30 p.m. RSVP with David Keller at 231-527-0913 | dkeller@
hom.org 
Living On – Loss of Adult Child

An open, ongoing, monthly group for those who have lost an adult child where grief and loss 
topics are addressed as they arise, depending on the interests of those attending the group.

2nd Thursday of the month | 10:30-11:45 a.m. RSVP with David Keller at 231-527-
0913 | dkeller@hom.org
Men Overcoming Loss

This online support group is for men who are dealing with the death of a loved one.
1st Tuesday of the month | 6-7:30 p.m.
3rd Tuesday of the month | 6-7:15 p.m.
RSVP with Will Gasper at 231-444-3350 | wgasper@hom.org or Wes Lawton at 586-263-

8514 | wlawton@hom.org
Grief After Dementia - Caregiver Support Group

For anyone who has lost someone to Alzheimer’s Disease or other type of dementia. In part-
nership with Alzheimer’s Association Michigan Chapter.

2nd Tuesday of the month | 6:30-7:30 p.m. RSVP with Carly Whetstone at 616-443-
2581 | cwhetstone@hom.org 

“We are so pleased to announce the return of in-person sessions again this year with the flex-
ibility of virtual and hybrid sessions so that attendees can choose what works best for them in 
their time of grief,” said Karen Monts, grief support services director for Hospice of Michigan. 
“We look forward to continuing to provide these critical bereavement services to anybody who 
needs them.”

For more information on Hospice of Michigan’s virtual grief support groups across the state, 
please contact Karen Monts at kmonts@HOM.ORG or (313) 578-6326. You can also vis-
it www.hom.org or call (888) 247-5701.

PP      STST
TheTheIn

NEWSPAPER SPACE 
FOR SALE HERE
CONNECT WITH COMMUNITY

Call Today! 
696.3655

100% advertiser supported100% advertiser supported

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY



The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, September 23, 2021   Page 7

AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE
Plan a Pet-friendly getawayThree credit factors 

that might affect your 
auto and homeowner’s 
insurance premiums

(Family Features) For pet parents, trav-
eling can be tricky, from finding a reliable 
pet sitter to worrying about your pet’s sep-
aration anxiety while you’re gone. To help 
alleviate some stress, consider a popular 
alternative: bringing your pet along for the 
journey.

As Americans are hitting the roads, many 
will do so with their pets. The majority 
(54%) of cat and dog owners plan to travel 
with their pets in the next year, according to 
a survey by Motel 6, an economy lodging 
option where pets always stay free.

“Traveling with your pet is great for 
socialization and training, especially for 
younger animals,” said Dr. Rhonda Phillips, 
veterinarian and Patriot PAWS board mem-
ber. “Just a few simple steps like thinking 
twice while packing, making pit stops along 
the way and doing some research before 
your trip can help take away some of the 
stress pet owners may have about traveling 
with their furry friends.”

Phillips recommends these tips for pet 
owners planning a trip with a cat or dog:

Check with your vet: If you are travel-
ing between states, be aware some states 
require a health certificate if you’re visiting 
for more than 10 days, which your veteri-
narian can provide. It’s also a good idea to 
get some advice before traveling if your pet 
is prone to anxiety or nausea during travel.

Don’t forget pit stops: More than one-
third (39%) of those planning to travel with 
a pet within the next year said the next trip 
they plan to take is a road trip. While road 
tripping, it is crucial for pets to have regular 
bathroom breaks and stretch their legs, just 
like humans. Phillips recommends stopping 
every 2-4 hours, depending on age and size 
of the animal.

Beat the heat: Never leave your pet in 
the car, even with the windows cracked. 
The temperature in your vehicle can rise al-

most 20 degrees in 10 minutes and increase 
the longer you are away. Heat strokes can 
be fatal to animals within minutes. Also be 
aware sunburns can occur in dogs, primari-
ly those with light or white-colored fur. Just 
like human sunburns, they can potentially 
lead to cancer, so ensure your pet doesn’t 
spend too much time in the sun.

Scope out pet-friendly lodging: Find-
ing pet-friendly lodging accommodations 
is the biggest hurdle when traveling with a 
furry friend, according to 44% of pet par-
ents surveyed. Before booking, ensure any 
hotels you’re considering are pet-friendly 
to avoid any surprises like extra fees. One 
option is Motel 6, which is one of the few 
hotels where pets stay free. You can have 
up to two pets per room with a combined 
weight of 150 pounds or less. Other local 
restrictions may apply, so it’s a good idea 
to contact the specific property before you 
plan to travel.

Don’t pack light: Bring your pet’s food 
and water bowls as well as toys when travel-
ing, as the familiarity can help ease anxiety. 
Travel with an assortment of entertainment 
options, such as catnip toys for cats, tug and 
chew toys or even ice cubes, to keep your 
pet’s mind busy and avoid boredom. Also 
pack a pet emergency kit filled with your 
furry friend’s medications, light bandage 
material, roll gauze, medical tape, topical 
triple antibiotic ointment and eye wash.

Keep pets contained: When traveling by 
car, dogs should be harnessed or leashed, 
and cats should be in a carrier to provide 
accident protection and prevent them from 
jumping out. When staying in a pet-friendly 
hotel, bring a collapsible kennel or carrier 
to keep pets from running out the door and 
protect housekeepers who may enter the 
room.

Find more information at motel6.com/en/
home/promo/pet-friendly.html.

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

(BPT) - People think of their credit scores when measuring their “creditworthiness,” like 
when they’re looking to take out a loan, buy a home or open a new credit card. But did you 
know your insurance credit score can affect your auto insurance premiums too?

Before auto insurers take you on as a policyholder, they might use your credit score as 
an indicator to evaluate how likely you are to file a claim. If your score doesn’t fit within 
their standards, you may get charged a higher premium. On the other hand, some insurance 
scores are loss ratio models, so they actually rank you based on the probability that you’ll 
be a more profitable customer.

According to Consumer Reports, the difference in auto insurance premiums related to 
credit scores can be significant. Drivers who only have “good” scores can end up paying 
from $68 to more than $500 more annually in comparison to those who have excellent 
scores.

Moreover, it’s important to know that your credit score is not the only factor that deter-
mines your premiums. According to Experian, if you live in Hawaii, California, Massachu-
setts or Michigan, auto insurers can’t even use your credit information to determine auto 
insurance premium.

What matters most for your premiums
Insurance companies say that a person’s credit scores help them to better predict their 

risk of insurance losses. While a score evaluation can seem like a broad judgment, there are 
often certain factors auto insurers will look at when determining your monthly premium, 
such as:

How long you’ve had credit
This holds for most insurers and lenders. The longer a person has credit and keeps that 

credit in good standing, the higher their score. However, while people who’ve had credit 
longer can stand a good chance at getting a lower premium, it’s not a guarantee. Insurance 
companies may still view you as a risk if, for example, you have an excellent credit history 
but a poor driving history.

Your payment history
When you sign up for auto insurance, your provider wants to gauge whether you are in 

financial stress or not and how likely it is that you will file a claim. So if you regularly pay 
your bills when they’re due and don’t have any missed or delinquent payments reflected on 
your score, you should be OK.

However, with life’s unexpected twists and turns, sometimes it’s hard to maintain a 
healthy credit score, even if your score is historically excellent and you are seen as low 
risk. Fortunately, many auto insurers understand this and will offer you a reconsideration 
for the amount of your premium for what they call “extraordinary circumstances.” Some of 
those circumstances may include:

* Death
* Divorce
* Serious illness/injury
* Temporary and involuntary loss of employment
* Military deployment
Situations often vary and insurers often have different policy guidelines. If you’re curi-

ous, contact your insurer to see what circumstances they do and don’t consider.
The types of credit you have
Auto insurers, like lenders, want to see the correlation between various factors, such as a 

good credit mix and a lower credit risk.
Get your credit report before you apply
Applying for insurance can feel daunting. But when you have the right credit information 

in your hands, you should be able to get a better idea of what to expect. Generally speaking, 
a strong credit score can help you qualify for lower insurance premiums when you shop 
around.

Check your free VantageScore credit score here: https://vantagescore.com/consumers/
education/tools/free-credit-scores.



The Cedar Springs POSTPage 8  Thursday, September 23, 2021

 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

Joke of the week
A Michigan State trooper pulled a car over about 2 miles 

north of the Michigan/Indiana State line. When the troop-
er asked the driver why he was speeding, the driver said 
he was a Magician and Juggler and was on his way to Ft. 
Wayne, IN to do a show at the Circus. He didn’t want to 
be late.

The trooper told the driver he was fascinated by juggling 
and said if the driver would do a little juggling for him then 
he wouldn’t give him a ticket. He told the trooper he had 
sent his equipment ahead and didn’t have anything to jug-
gle. The trooper said he had some flares in the trunk and 
asked if he could juggle them. The juggler said he could, so 
the trooper got 5 flares, lit them and handed them to him.

While the man was juggling, a car pulled in behind the 
patrol car. A drunk got out, watched the performance, then 
staggered over to the patrol car, opened the rear door and 
got in. The trooper saw him and went over and asked the 
drunk what he thought he was doing.

The man laughed and said, “You might as well take my 
butt to jail, cause there ain’t no way I can pass that test!”

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
JOKE

oof thef theWeekWeek HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWING

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
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Masks required for the unvaccinated. Please 
Social Distance. Sanitizing between shows.
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SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY:  6 PM
SATURDAY:  3 PM & 6 PM
SUNDAY:  3 PM

COMING 
COMING 

SOONSOON

TicketsTickets
ONLYONLY  $$3.003.00eaea

SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER 
24, 25, 2624, 25, 26

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

TALENT SHOWTALENT SHOW
RED FLANNEL DAYRED FLANNEL DAY

Country superstar Blake Shelton 
celebrates local “heroes” in Grand Rapids

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Sept. 23,30: Meals are served every Thursday from 5:30 to 
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this free meal 
that is being shared with us! #tfnb

GriefShare at The Springs Church
Sept. 23: The Springs Church and Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home are offering GriefShare support group 
meetings. These meetings will be on Thursday nights at 6:30 
pm, starting September 23, and held at The Springs Church, 
135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs. For more information, or to 
sign up, please contact Cherryl at office@thespringschurch.
info or Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home at 616-696-
1410. There is no fee for this class. #38

Red Flannel Queen Scholarship Pageant
Sept. 25: You are invited to the 76th annual Red Flannel 
Queens Scholarship Pageant on Saturday, September 25, 
2021 at 7:30 pm. The pageant will be held at the Springs 
Church, located at 135 N. Grant St. Tickets are available 
NOW at the Cedar Springs Library. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students. Tickets will be available at the 
door for $13 for adults. Please join us in supporting these 
young ladies who have worked very hard to represent the 
Red Flannel Festival. #37,38

Used Book Sale at the CS Library
Sept. 28-Oct. 2: A used book sale by the Friends of the 
Library will be held from Tuesday, September 28 through 
Friday, October 1 with hours from 10 am to 6 pm and on 
Saturday, October 2 with hours from 9 am to 3 pm. The sale 
is being held in the Community Room at the Cedar Springs 
Public Library. All proceeds benefit the library. #38,39

Rummage Sale at Sand Lake UMC
Sept. 30-Oct.2: There will be a Rummage Sale at Sand Lake 
United Methodist Church from September 30 to October 
2nd. Thursday & Friday from 9 am – 5 pm. On Saturday 
from 9 am – 1 pm. The church is located at 65 Maple St., 
Sand Lake. #38

Free Halloween Costume Exchange
Oct. 2: Courtland Oakfield United Methodist Church, 10295 
Myers Lake, Rockford, will be having a Halloween Costume 
Exchange. One costume per child. Bring in your old costume 
and find a new one! Don’t have a costume, No Problem, 
COUMC has approx. 40 costumes (new and gently used). 
Free to the public. Saturday, October 2 from 8 am – 12 pm. 
We reserve the right to reject costumes that would disgrace 
our exchange. Mask preferred and social distancing. #38

The Rotary Grilled Chicken Dinner is 
Back!
Oct. 2: Get your grilled chicken dinner on Red Flannel Day 
from the CS Rotary Club at the corner of Main and Cherry 
Streets from 11 AM to 5 PM or the chickens are gone. 
Look for the big white tent. For $10, you get 1/2 grilled 
chicken, potato salad, roll, cookie and a drink. Proceeds go 
to support community organizations such as the CS Library, 
CS Community Food Pantry, ScoutsUSA, North Kent 
Community Enrichment, Youth Leadership Training, and 
others. See you then!

Peace Study at City Impact
Oct. 3: Are you not peaceful in this world? God’s word says 
you can live in perfect peace (Isaiah 26-3). Come join Dawn 
Reyburn for a perfect peace study at City Impact the first 
Sunday of the month. The next one is October 3 from 6-8 
pm. Doors open at 6 pm, study starts at 6:30 pm. #37,38
 

Grand Rapids, MI (Sep-
tember 20) – Inspired by 
the name and mission of 
his tour, award-winning 
entertainer Blake Shelton 
made it his goal to iden-
tify a special community 
member on each stop of the 
Friends and Heroes 2021 
run. As he prepares to take 
the stage at Van Andel Are-
na on September 30, 2021, 
Shelton is celebrating local 
“heroes” Cari Steensma 
and Kameron Gaffney. The 
couple, Cari & Kameron, 
are both serving in the U.S. 
Army National Guard mili-
tary police and are set to be 
deployed the day after the 
concert (October 1, 2021) 
for one year.

Shelton, with the assis-
tance of Van Andel Arena, 
were able to identify Cari & 
Kameron based on the nom-
ination of a friend and local 
community member. Cari’s 

family will also be attend-
ing the show to celebrate 
the couple’s heroism on 
their last night in town. Cari 
& Kameron will receive 
a prize pack that includes 
front row tickets for Blake 
Shelton’s Friends and He-
roes 2021 tour date at Van 
Andel Arena on September 
30, 2021.

The cross-country run 
will welcome very special 
guest Lindsay Ell, with spe-
cial appearances by Martina 
McBride, Tracy Byrd and 
John Anderson. Resched-
uled dates from the 2020 
run will honor previously 
purchased tickets, and ad-
ditional tickets are currently 
on sale. Visit https://www.
blakeshelton.com/ for links 
to buy. Friends and Heroes 
2021 will abide by all local 
and venue COVID-19 pol-
icies.

Blake Shelton to celebrate local “heroes” Kameron Gaffney 
and Cari Steensma on September 30th at Van Andel Arena.

follow us on facebook
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com/cedarspringspost/
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Buses - continues on page 13

13961 White Creek Ave
 Cedar Springs • 696-2100

Sun.-Thurs. 6am-10pm, Fri.-Sat. 6am-11pmBig Boy is a registered trademark of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC 
© 2012 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

NEW WEEKEND BREAKFAST BUFFET 

FRIDAY NIGHTS
ITALIAN DINNER BARNEW

INCLUDES SOUP & SALAD BAR 

NEW Big Boy 
ONLY 

$9.95
5-9PM

HAPPY 
HOUR $1.99
MINI DESSERTS
FRAPPES 3-5PM
SMOOTHIES

8PM-CLOSE

TWO KIDS EAT FREE FROM OUR NEW WEEKEND 
BREAKFAST BUFFET* with the purchase of an adult weekend 
breakfast buffet *No coupon necessary, ages 12 and under.

GET A FREE COFFEE
BUY ONE BREAKFAST BAR

Expires 10/31/12MONDAY - FRIDAY

1 KID EATS FREE with the purchase of 1 adult dinner bar, ages 10 & under.

7am-2pm

TAKE TWO 
Game Shop

® BUY • SELL • TRADE

OVER
5,000

GAMES IN 
THE SHOP!

from Atari 
to PS3

18 S. Main Street • Cedar Springs (across from Chase Bank)

616-263-9566
M-Th 11AM - 9PM • F-Sat 10AM - 10PM • SUN 12PM - 5PM

Cedar Springs Store Only
3595 17 Mile Road NE

May not be combined with any other discounts or offers.

4700 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, Michigan 49341
Store Hours: Thursday & Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-2pm

DEER HUNTERS:
We have BAIT and ATTRACTIVES!

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Welcome to the home of the

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Prince and Princess contest

Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

read to ride
Prek-8th graders need to get their 3-6 hours of reading done and get 

to the library to exchange their reading logs for free coupons to ride 
carnival rides during Red Flannel days, October 5-6. The library closes 
at 6 p.m. on Friday or logs can be cashed in during Red Flannel day 
at the friends of the library’s book sale across the street from the Kent 
Theatre. 

The Red Flannel Prince and Princess 
contest was held at the Kent Theatre last 
Wednesday, September 26. Congratula-

tions to Elijah Shaw and Hannah Dempsey, 
our newest Red Flannel Royalty!

WindoW decorating contest Winners

This artistic work was the first place winner by kindergar-
teners at Cedar Trails Elementary. For a complete collection 
of photos of the winning classes, visit our website at www.
cedarspringspost.com, or visit the Red Flannel Festival on 
Facebook. 

It was great fun last Friday, September 28, for the judges of 
the annual school window/hallway decorating contest. Many 
of the entries were so creative, it was hard not to give them all 
the highest scores! Independent judges included City Man-
ager Thad Taylor, Post Editor Judy Reed, Cedar Springs City 
Councilor Pam Conley, and former Nelson Township Su-
pervisor and former Red Flannel Festival organizer Dorothy 
Bishop. Anna Nozkowski headed up the contest for the RFF. 
Awards were given to the winning classes by the Red Flannel 
Queen and court on Tuesday, October 2.
Winners Were: 

Cedar Trails: 
1st Place went to Mrs. Tacoma, 
Mrs. Birdsong, Mr. Avink, Mrs. 
Holtrop, Mrs. Badge
2nd Place went to Mrs. Wolfe and 
Mrs. Burns
3rd Place went to the preschool 
teachers – Mrs. Glyshaw, Sulli-
van, Parker, and Johnson

Beach:
1st Place went to Mr. Wolfe
2nd Place went to Mr. Snell
3rd Place went to Mrs. Cook

Cedar View:
1st Place went to Mrs. Falcinelli 
and Mr. Verwys in a tie
2nd Place went to Mrs. Latimer
3rd Place went to Mr. Moleski

Marching Band coMPetition
The Red Flannel 52nd Annual Marching Band Competition will be 

held on Red Flannel Day, October 6, 2012. Opening ceremonies are at 
9 a.m. at Red Hawk Stadium, Cedar Springs High School. Admission 
prices are adult $6, children $4. 

There will be 13 bands performing, including the Grand Valley State 
University marching band. Find a complete listing of the bands and the 
times they perform at http://www.cedarspringsbands.org/.

Read to Ride
Red Flannel Day is just around the cor-

ner on Saturday, October 5!  K through 
8th Graders, are you ready to take “The 
Red-Reading Challenge?”  Our com-
munity’s annual Read-to-Ride Program 
has officially started!!  You have until October 
4 at 6pm to get your (6) hours of reading done 
and “cashed-in” at the Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary.  At that time you will receive your FREE 
TICKET to ride a Carnival Ride with Elliott’s 
Amusements on Friday night, October 4 from 
5-9pm or Red Flannel Saturday until 5pm.  You 
have all of September, plus four October days, 
to accomplish this easy-to-do goal.  Hurry, there 
are a limited number of tickets printed each year.

Elliott’s Amusements has been Cedar Springs’ 

valued reading 
partner for 13 years 
now!  Michele An-
dres, former Red 
Flannel President, 
pitched the idea to 
Deb Elliott and the 

Cedar Springs Library 
in 2006, and it has been an annual 
event ever since.  The Cedar Springs Red 
Flannel Festival tradition is now in its 80th year!  

Red Flannel Library logs are available at the 
Library and online: cedarspringslibrary.org, 
cityofcedarsprings.org, redflannelfestival.org, 
and at solontwp.org.  Our community sponsors 
of this year’s Read-to-Ride Program are Clint 
and Pam Conley, in memory of Pam’s father, 
Robert Medford. 

The role of a home health aide is to assist clients with daily 
tasks that are needed in order for them to continue 
to safely be in the setting of their own homes. 
Some of those duties might be light house-
keeping, help with their personal hygiene 
care, transfers (bed to wheelchair etc.) and 
respite care for the family. If you are a com-
passionate, dependable, and dedicated person 
who enjoys working with people and likes variety in 
their work we would love to speak with you!

Now hiring home health aides for a variety of areas. 

AUNTIE A.C.E. STAFFINGAUNTIE A.C.E. STAFFING  
NEEDS YOU TO JOIN NEEDS YOU TO JOIN OUR TEAM!OUR TEAM!

For more information or set up an interview appt. 
please call (888) 937-4514 and ask for Kim or Michelle

We have started a home health aide program and no experience is necessary for qualified candidates. 
Training will be provided. Must be able to provide references and be willing to have criminal background check prior to hire.

Staff needed immediately to cover the Kent County area 
(Cedar Springs, Kent City/Sparta, Belmont, and Comstock Park areas for example). 

QUALITY FLATWORK • POURED WALLS
LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

6653 - 136th St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

bunkerconcreteconstructionllc@gmail.com

P 616.636.5453
F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial

Where your Business 
goes to grow.TM

www.cedarspringschamberofcommerce.comwww.cedarspringschamberofcommerce.com

of Cedar Springs

Chamber of Commerce Gold MEMBERS:

CITY IMPACT COMMUNITY CENTER

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
With a passion for reaching our 
community, we offer classes and activities 
throughout the week that help people 
grow in their walk with God. Our City 
Impact Community Center has become a 
great place for the community to connect 
and build relationships with each other. 

COMMUNITY DINNERS
We host a dinner for the community on 
the 3rd Monday of every month. 

DISCIPLE BUILDERS
Our Disciple Builders help people with 
home projects, building and repairing 
their houses as needed. Alongside that, 
our higher goal is to impact people’s lives, 
growing and experiencing life together.  

OPEN HOURS
City Impact Community Center is open:  
     Mondays  9 am - 12 pm
     Thursdays    9 am - 12 pm

GROCERY GARAGE
We open our Grocery Garage on:
Thursday mornings    9 - 11:30 am 
Saturdays after 6 pm church service

Please pre-register before service 
to get your number!

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICES
Our Saturday night worship service is 
strategically placed so that no matter 
where you attend church or worship you 
can still celebrate with us. On the first 
Saturday of each month we include 
baptisms in our service.

CITY IMPACT COMMUNITY CENTER

LOVE. ACTIVATED. @CITYIMPACTMI
288 N. MAIN ST, CEDAR SPRINGS

@CS_CITYIMPACT
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With a passion for reaching our 
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throughout the week that help people 
grow in their walk with God. Our City 
Impact Community Center has become a 
great place for the community to connect 
and build relationships with each other. 

COMMUNITY DINNERS
We host a dinner for the community on 
the 3rd Monday of every month. 
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their houses as needed. Alongside that, 
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growing and experiencing life together.  
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CITY IMPACT COMMUNITY CENTER
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288 N. MAIN ST, CEDAR SPRINGS
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OPEN HOURS
City Impact Community Center is open:
 Mondays  9 am - 12 pm
 Thursdays  9 am - 12 pm
GROCERY GARAGE
We open our Grocery Garage on:
Thursday mornings  9 - 11:30 am
Saturdays after 6 pm church service

Please pre-register before service 
to get your number!

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICES
Our Saturday night worship service is strategically placed 
so that no matter where you attend church or worship 
you can still celebrate with us. On the first Saturday of 
each month we include baptisms in our service. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION
With a passion for reaching our community, we offer 
classes and activities throughout the week that help 
people grow in their walk with God. Our City Impact 
Community Center has become a great place for the 
community to connect and build relationships with 
each other.
COMMUNITY DINNERS
We host a dinner for the community on the 3rd 
Monday of every month.
DISCIPLE BUILDERS
Our Disciple Builders help people with home proj-
ects, building and repairing their houses as needed. 
Alongside that, our higher goal is to impact people’s 
lives, growing and experiencing life together.

400 Susan St. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-0820 

https://cedarspringsme.com 

400 Susan St. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-0820 

https://cedarspringsme.com 

Former Red Flannel Queen is 2021 
Grand Marshal
By Judy Reed

Cindy Patin has been 
named the 2021 Grand 
Marshal for the 2021 
Red Flannel Festival. 
Courtesy photo.

Red Flannel Queen contestants
Pageant this Saturday, Sept. 25, at The Springs Church

After a year off due to 
COVID-19 limitations on 
gatherings, the 78th Annual 
Red Flannel Festival Queen 
Scholarship Pageant is back, 
and will be held this Satur-
day, September 25. Howev-
er, this year’s contest will 
feature a change of venue. 
Doors will open at 7 p.m. at 
The Springs Church, 135 N. 

Grant Street, Cedar Springs, 
for the 7:30 p.m. pageant. 
Tickets are available at the 
Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary and are $10 advanced 
sales, $5 for students 18 and 
younger.

There are three contes-
tants this year, and all are ju-
niors at Cedar Springs High 
School. 

The contestants are 
Ree’Anna Forman, daugh-
ter of Gregory and Tasha 
Bielecki; Maddie Rade-
bach, daughter of Kevin 
and Brooke Radebach; and 
Natalie Pierce, daughter of 
Thomas and Melinda Pierce. 

Come on out and see how 
hard your Red Flannel roy-
alty has worked!  

Natalie PierceRee’Anna Forman Maddie Radebach 

Cindy (Wilcome) Patin as the 1989 Red Flannel 
Queen. Courtesy photo.

The Red Flannel 
Festival Board 
of Directors 
has proudly 
named area 
resident and 
l o n g t i m e 
c o m m u n i -
ty supporter 
Cindy Patin 
as the 2021 
Grand Marshal 
for this year’s Red 
Flannel Festival, 
to be held on 
September 24-
25, and October 
1-2, 2021.

Cindy was 
originally chosen as grand 
marshal for the 2020 RFF, 
but the festival was can-
celed due to COVID-19.

“The festival is extremely 
proud and thankful for the 
many years of Cindy’s out-
standing dedication to the 
Cedar Springs community 
and her dedication to the 
Red Flannel Festival,” said 
Nancy Deyman, president 
of the festival. 

Cindy started co-direct-
ing the queen’s pageant 

in the spring of 2002 un-
til 2014. In 2014, Cindy 
took on the role of queen 
director, which coordi-
nates the pageant director, 
scholarship committee and 
the queen chaperone.  She 
helped with the queen’s 
scholarship committee from 
2002 until 2019, serving as 
the chair/coordinator for 
several years.

“Cindy was also the 1989 
red flannel queen (Cynthia 
Wilcome), and it is obvious 

Cindy loves the Red Flan-
nel town and especially the 
Red Flannel Festival!” re-
marked Deyman. 

The Post asked Cindy 
how she felt about being 
chosen to represent the RFF. 
“Well, at first I was very 
shocked and then I cried,” 
she said. “It is such an hon-
or to be considered for the 
role of Grand Marshal. As 
Red Flannel event coor-
dinators, we waited each 
      MARSHAL - continues on page 19
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NEW WEEKEND BREAKFAST BUFFET 

FRIDAY NIGHTS
ITALIAN DINNER BARNEW

INCLUDES SOUP & SALAD BAR 

NEW Big Boy 
ONLY 

$9.95
5-9PM

HAPPY 
HOUR $1.99
MINI DESSERTS
FRAPPES 3-5PM
SMOOTHIES

8PM-CLOSE

TWO KIDS EAT FREE FROM OUR NEW WEEKEND 
BREAKFAST BUFFET* with the purchase of an adult weekend 
breakfast buffet *No coupon necessary, ages 12 and under.

GET A FREE COFFEE
BUY ONE BREAKFAST BAR

Expires 10/31/12MONDAY - FRIDAY

1 KID EATS FREE with the purchase of 1 adult dinner bar, ages 10 & under.

7am-2pm

TAKE TWO 
Game Shop

® BUY • SELL • TRADE

OVER
5,000

GAMES IN 
THE SHOP!

from Atari 
to PS3

18 S. Main Street • Cedar Springs (across from Chase Bank)

616-263-9566
M-Th 11AM - 9PM • F-Sat 10AM - 10PM • SUN 12PM - 5PM

Cedar Springs Store Only
3595 17 Mile Road NE

May not be combined with any other discounts or offers.

4700 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, Michigan 49341
Store Hours: Thursday & Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-2pm

DEER HUNTERS:
We have BAIT and ATTRACTIVES!

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Welcome to the home of the

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Prince and Princess contest

Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

read to ride
Prek-8th graders need to get their 3-6 hours of reading done and get 

to the library to exchange their reading logs for free coupons to ride 
carnival rides during Red Flannel days, October 5-6. The library closes 
at 6 p.m. on Friday or logs can be cashed in during Red Flannel day 
at the friends of the library’s book sale across the street from the Kent 
Theatre. 

The Red Flannel Prince and Princess 
contest was held at the Kent Theatre last 
Wednesday, September 26. Congratula-

tions to Elijah Shaw and Hannah Dempsey, 
our newest Red Flannel Royalty!

WindoW decorating contest Winners

This artistic work was the first place winner by kindergar-
teners at Cedar Trails Elementary. For a complete collection 
of photos of the winning classes, visit our website at www.
cedarspringspost.com, or visit the Red Flannel Festival on 
Facebook. 

It was great fun last Friday, September 28, for the judges of 
the annual school window/hallway decorating contest. Many 
of the entries were so creative, it was hard not to give them all 
the highest scores! Independent judges included City Man-
ager Thad Taylor, Post Editor Judy Reed, Cedar Springs City 
Councilor Pam Conley, and former Nelson Township Su-
pervisor and former Red Flannel Festival organizer Dorothy 
Bishop. Anna Nozkowski headed up the contest for the RFF. 
Awards were given to the winning classes by the Red Flannel 
Queen and court on Tuesday, October 2.
Winners Were: 

Cedar Trails: 
1st Place went to Mrs. Tacoma, 
Mrs. Birdsong, Mr. Avink, Mrs. 
Holtrop, Mrs. Badge
2nd Place went to Mrs. Wolfe and 
Mrs. Burns
3rd Place went to the preschool 
teachers – Mrs. Glyshaw, Sulli-
van, Parker, and Johnson

Beach:
1st Place went to Mr. Wolfe
2nd Place went to Mr. Snell
3rd Place went to Mrs. Cook

Cedar View:
1st Place went to Mrs. Falcinelli 
and Mr. Verwys in a tie
2nd Place went to Mrs. Latimer
3rd Place went to Mr. Moleski

Marching Band coMPetition
The Red Flannel 52nd Annual Marching Band Competition will be 

held on Red Flannel Day, October 6, 2012. Opening ceremonies are at 
9 a.m. at Red Hawk Stadium, Cedar Springs High School. Admission 
prices are adult $6, children $4. 

There will be 13 bands performing, including the Grand Valley State 
University marching band. Find a complete listing of the bands and the 
times they perform at http://www.cedarspringsbands.org/.

10367 Northland Drive
Rockford, MI 49341

616.866.9317
www.eldersforestproducts.com

We Sell
• Sawdust • Fence Boards

• Pre-sawed Lumber

Elder’s Forest Products, Inc.
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

661166..669966..SSOOLLDD
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www.ensleyteam.com

71 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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616.439.3010

Traditional 
Southern Style 

Smokers

New Deli hours: Monday thru Thursday 
11am to 3pm & Fridays and Saturdays 
11am to 7pm with our Famous Smokey 

Saturdays and also sandwiches 

mokeymokey aturdaysaturdays
• Baby Back Ribs 
• Brisket 
• Chicken Wings 
• Smoked Sausage

Deli NOW OPEN MONDAYS

beer     wine     Liquor

mokeyS aturdays

S
Fresh bbq all-day 

by the pound
• Brisket  
• Ribs  

NeW kitcheN hOUrs:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 3pm

See what Cedar Springs 
is talking about! 

ASk ABouT CATeRing! 
Traditional Southern Style Smokers - 

Come check them out!

Try Us!
4848 18 MILE ROAD 

CEDAR SPRINGS MI   49319
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

616.439.3010
stOre hOUrs: 

7 Days a Week 10am - 10pm

• Chicken Wings   
• Pulled Pork

4848 18 MILE ROAD
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

STORE HOURS: 10am-10pm Open 7 Days a Week

616-439-0890616-439-0890
90 N Main St | Cedar Springs90 N Main St | Cedar Springs

Essential Oils Teas Herbs and More

LLC

www.perrysplacellc.com
www.kin-of-hope.com

REDRED
FLANNELFLANNEL
SPECIALSPECIAL
$10 OFF$10 OFF
when you when you 
spend $50spend $50

or moreor more
Expires 10/3/2021Expires 10/3/2021

FRIDAY, SEPT. 24, 2021
RED HAWK VARSITY FOOTBALL
Cedar Springs Red Hawks vs. Forest Hills Eastern High School at 7 pm. RED HAWK STADIUM
LIGHT PARADE
Join the Cedar Springs Fire Department in our annual Light Parade honoring all Police, Fire and Emergency 
Medical personnel and honoring the 9/11 20th Anniversary. Begins after the Cedar Springs Home Football 
game. MAIN STREET

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25, 2021
RED FLANNEL 5K/10K RUN/WALK & KIDS FUN RUN
The 10K run starts at 9:00 a.m., 5K Run/Walk starts at 9:15 a.m., and the Kids Run starts at 9:45 a.m. 
HEART OF CEDAR SPRINGS - 69 W MAPLE ST
RED FLANNEL FESTIVAL KIDS FUN DAY
11:00am to 1:00pm Kids can enjoy games, a bubble machine, face painting, plus a raffle. Free entry, 
$1.00 raffle tickets. Raffle time to be announced.  HEART OF CEDAR SPRINGS PARK - 69 W MAPLE ST
CHILI COOKOFF  BACK AGAIN!BACK AGAIN!
9:00am with tasting starting at noon. HEART OF CEDAR SPRINGS PARK - 69 W MAPLE ST
BED RACE OBSTACLE COURSE
Five-person teams race beds around an obstacle course competing for the best time! Bring your own bed, 
or use one from the Festival! Check in begins at 12:30 pm; Race begins at 1:00 pm. $10 entry fee (per 5 
person team). HEART OF CEDAR SPRINGS PARK, MAPLE & SECOND STREETS
RED FLANNEL QUEEN SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
Enjoy the elegance and tradition of a signature event. Tickets on sale, 3 weeks prior, at the Library, $10. 
Doors open at 7 pm. Pageant begins at 7:30 pm. CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 29, 2021
TALENT SHOW DRESS REHEARSAL
7:00 pm HISTORIC KENT THEATRE – DOWNTOWN CEDAR SPRINGS

FRIDAY, OCT. 1, 2021
CARNIVAL
Quality carnival rides, games with Elliott’s Amusements! 5 – 9 pm. WRIST BANDS Cost: $20.00 per person. 
ASH & BEECH STREETS
CEDAR SPRINGS FRIENDS BOOK SALE
Giant Book Sale at the Cedar Springs Library 10:00 am –6:00 pm CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY – 107 
N. MAIN STREET
RED HAWK VARSITY FOOTBALL
Cedar Springs Red Hawks vs. Allendale High School at 7 pm. RED HAWK STADIUM
RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE
7 pm to 12:30 am. $5 Cover. Must be 21 or over. The BEST LIVE MUSIC in Cedar Springs! Enjoy the CENTER 
STAGE BAND from 8 pm -midnight! NEW LOCATION: NEW LOCATION: RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT; HEART 
OF CEDAR SPRINGS

SATURDAY, OCT. 2, 2021
RED FLANNEL DAY
FLAG RAISING CEREMONY
Prior to the Band Competition. Presented by the American Legion Glen Hill Post #287, Cedar Springs Mid-
dle School Marching Band. RED HAWK STADIUM, CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL
FLAPJACK BREAKFAST
All you can eat breakfast of pancakes, eggs, sausage, coffee and juice, served from 7 am – noon. $8 – 12 and 
over; $6 – ages 5-12 and FREE for 5 years and under or Special family price $25. RED HAWK ELEMENTARY 
CAFETERIA
CARNIVAL
Quality carnival rides, games with Elliott’s Amusements! ALL DAY! WRIST BANDS Cost: $20.00 per person. 
ASH & BEECH STREETS
RED FLANNEL MARKETPLACE
Vendors of many different item types displayed all day! Browse and shop in beautiful downtown Cedar 
Springs! CHURCH STREET BETWEEN MAIN AND SECOND

RED FLANNEL FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTSRED FLANNEL FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

14111 White Creek Ave., Cedar Springs
888.336.3490 | intandemcu.com

Working side-by-side with you.

14190 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319Phone: (616) 696-0450

Cedar Springs

www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels

CANCELED
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Buses - continues on page 13

13961 White Creek Ave
 Cedar Springs • 696-2100

Sun.-Thurs. 6am-10pm, Fri.-Sat. 6am-11pmBig Boy is a registered trademark of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC 
© 2012 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

NEW WEEKEND BREAKFAST BUFFET 

FRIDAY NIGHTS
ITALIAN DINNER BARNEW

INCLUDES SOUP & SALAD BAR 

NEW Big Boy 
ONLY 

$9.95
5-9PM

HAPPY 
HOUR $1.99
MINI DESSERTS
FRAPPES 3-5PM
SMOOTHIES

8PM-CLOSE

TWO KIDS EAT FREE FROM OUR NEW WEEKEND 
BREAKFAST BUFFET* with the purchase of an adult weekend 
breakfast buffet *No coupon necessary, ages 12 and under.

GET A FREE COFFEE
BUY ONE BREAKFAST BAR

Expires 10/31/12MONDAY - FRIDAY

1 KID EATS FREE with the purchase of 1 adult dinner bar, ages 10 & under.

7am-2pm

TAKE TWO 
Game Shop

® BUY • SELL • TRADE

OVER
5,000

GAMES IN 
THE SHOP!

from Atari 
to PS3

18 S. Main Street • Cedar Springs (across from Chase Bank)

616-263-9566
M-Th 11AM - 9PM • F-Sat 10AM - 10PM • SUN 12PM - 5PM

Cedar Springs Store Only
3595 17 Mile Road NE

May not be combined with any other discounts or offers.

4700 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, Michigan 49341
Store Hours: Thursday & Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-2pm

DEER HUNTERS:
We have BAIT and ATTRACTIVES!

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Welcome to the home of the

RED
FLANNEL

FESTIVAL!

Prince and Princess contest

Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

read to ride
Prek-8th graders need to get their 3-6 hours of reading done and get 

to the library to exchange their reading logs for free coupons to ride 
carnival rides during Red Flannel days, October 5-6. The library closes 
at 6 p.m. on Friday or logs can be cashed in during Red Flannel day 
at the friends of the library’s book sale across the street from the Kent 
Theatre. 

The Red Flannel Prince and Princess 
contest was held at the Kent Theatre last 
Wednesday, September 26. Congratula-

tions to Elijah Shaw and Hannah Dempsey, 
our newest Red Flannel Royalty!

WindoW decorating contest Winners

This artistic work was the first place winner by kindergar-
teners at Cedar Trails Elementary. For a complete collection 
of photos of the winning classes, visit our website at www.
cedarspringspost.com, or visit the Red Flannel Festival on 
Facebook. 

It was great fun last Friday, September 28, for the judges of 
the annual school window/hallway decorating contest. Many 
of the entries were so creative, it was hard not to give them all 
the highest scores! Independent judges included City Man-
ager Thad Taylor, Post Editor Judy Reed, Cedar Springs City 
Councilor Pam Conley, and former Nelson Township Su-
pervisor and former Red Flannel Festival organizer Dorothy 
Bishop. Anna Nozkowski headed up the contest for the RFF. 
Awards were given to the winning classes by the Red Flannel 
Queen and court on Tuesday, October 2.
Winners Were: 

Cedar Trails: 
1st Place went to Mrs. Tacoma, 
Mrs. Birdsong, Mr. Avink, Mrs. 
Holtrop, Mrs. Badge
2nd Place went to Mrs. Wolfe and 
Mrs. Burns
3rd Place went to the preschool 
teachers – Mrs. Glyshaw, Sulli-
van, Parker, and Johnson

Beach:
1st Place went to Mr. Wolfe
2nd Place went to Mr. Snell
3rd Place went to Mrs. Cook

Cedar View:
1st Place went to Mrs. Falcinelli 
and Mr. Verwys in a tie
2nd Place went to Mrs. Latimer
3rd Place went to Mr. Moleski

Marching Band coMPetition
The Red Flannel 52nd Annual Marching Band Competition will be 

held on Red Flannel Day, October 6, 2012. Opening ceremonies are at 
9 a.m. at Red Hawk Stadium, Cedar Springs High School. Admission 
prices are adult $6, children $4. 

There will be 13 bands performing, including the Grand Valley State 
University marching band. Find a complete listing of the bands and the 
times they perform at http://www.cedarspringsbands.org/.

PROFESSIONAL AUTO REPAIR
HOURS: MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM • SAT. & SUN. CLOSED

696-8863

15670 NORTHLAND DR. 
BETWEEN CEDAR SPRINGS 

AND SAND LAKE

ANY CAR ANY REPAIR
DIESEL - HYBRID • MEDIUM & HEAVY DUTY • FOREIGN & DOMESTIC

RED FLANNEL MARCHING BAND COMPETITION
Area High School Marching Bands present half-time shows in competition. Begins 9 am. RED HAWK STA-
DIUM, CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL
GIANT ARTS AND CRAFT FAIR
Over 90 vendors of beautiful handmade items. 9 am – 2 pm. $1 admission  RED HAWK ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL
CARNIVAL BINGO
American Legion Post #287 Bingo Hall 10:00 am to 6:00 pm. Going on our 30th year. Son’s Elephant Ears 
10 am to 6 pm AMERICAN LEGION POST #287 BINGO HALL
CEDAR SPRINGS FRIENDS BOOK SALE
Giant Book Sale at the Cedar Springs Library 10:00 am –6:00 pm CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY – 107 
N. MAIN STREET
RED FLANNEL CAR SHOW NEW LOCATION!
Come to enter your pride and joy, or just browse and admire! Admission is FREE. Cost $15 per entry, reg-
istration at 9:30 am. Show is from 10 am - 2 pm. Winners receive FREE Grand Parade entry! ELM STREET 
BETWEEN MAIN AND SECOND AND MAIN AND FIRST
RED FLANNEL ANTIQUE FARM TRACTORS & ENGINES SHOW 
Antique tractors and running farm equipment fill Morley Park! Museum tours from 10 am to 2 pm. FREE 
admission to tractor show and family events. CEDAR SPRINGS MUSEUM, MORLEY PARK
CEDAR SPRINGS ROTARY FAMOUS CHICKEN BARBECUE!
Come and experience an EXCELLENT chicken dinner with all the trimmings at the Rotary Chicken barbecue 
from 11 am – 5 pm! CHERRY & MAIN STREET
LUMBERJACK SHOW BACK AGAIN!BACK AGAIN!
By Jack Pine Lumberjack Show – Mackinaw City, Michigan. Show times at 11 am, 1 pm, and 4 pm. THE 
EMPTY LOT ON THE CORNER OF MAIN AND ASH
RED FLANNEL PIE EATING CONTEST BACK AGAIN!BACK AGAIN!
First one to finish eating the whole pie WINS! Prizes award for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. Cost is FREE. Starts at 
NOON! Come on down and watch or join in this New RED FLANNEL TRADITION! MAIN AND ASH IN FRONT 
OF THE GRANDSTAND
RED FLANNEL CHILDREN’S PARADE
The Children’s Parade will line up with the Grand Parade! The Prince and Princess will have their own 
float. Bike rider and or walkers will walk with the Prince and Princess Float. Please have your child and their 
bikes in the parade line up by 2:45 pm! LINE UP AT MUSKEGON & MAIN STREETS

RED FLANNEL GRAND PARADE
The Festival’s signature event. Be sure to wear RED! or the Keystone Kops will arrest you! More than 120 
entries of floats, bands and entertainment. PARADE BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 3 PM!. MAIN & MUSKEGON 
STREETS
RED FLANNEL PARADE GRANDSTAND
Stop by and see Sue Harrison, who has been graciously donating her time to announce this parade for 30 
years! MAIN & ASH STREETS
RED FLANNEL TALENT SHOW
The Red Flannel Talent Show is a mix of musicians, singers, dancers, and other local entertainment. The 
show starts immediately after the Grand Parade. Tickets $3 ea. HISTORIC KENT THEATRE-DOWN-
TOWN CEDAR SPRINGS
RED FLANNEL DAY RED HAWK REUNION NEW THIS YEAR!NEW THIS YEAR!
Calling Cedar Springs Red Hawks! (21 and over) Red Flannel Day Red Hawk Reunion!! Music, dancing, fun, 
prizes, and drinks! Starting shortly after the Grand Parade. 5 to 7pm. Bring your yearbooks, Red Hawk swag 
and Red Flannel Day memories! 5$ cover at the door. RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT; HEART OF 
CEDAR SPRINGS
RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE
7 pm to 12:30 am. $5 Cover. Must be 21 or over. The BEST LIVE MUSIC in Cedar Springs! Enjoy the UNION 
GUNS from 8 pm -midnight! NEW LOCATION: NEW LOCATION: RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT; HEART OF CE-
DAR SPRINGS
KEYSTONE KOPS
The MOST FAMOUS ICON of the Festival, they arrest everyone not wearing RED! Be on the look out and 
prepared with $1 in “bail money” to “get out of jail”! KEYSTONE KOP JAIL at MAIN & ASH STREETS
POWDER PUFF FOOTBALL - NEW DATE AND TIME - OCTOBER 6, 2021NEW DATE AND TIME - OCTOBER 6, 2021
Junior and Senior young ladies play flag football! Begins at 7:00 pm.  RED HAWK STADIUM

RED FLANNEL FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTSRED FLANNEL FESTIVAL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Mention this ad and get $500 OFF of closing costs

• Tintable Stone Guard 
• All-Over Paint & Spot Repair 
• Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

FREE Loaner Vehicles provided Ask about how to save on your deductible!Ask about how to save on your deductible!Ask about how to save on your deductible!Ask about how to save on your deductible!

w w w. Va n d e r h y d e F o r d . c o m

345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 
Telephone: 
866.553.3673

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

616-887-1791

www.spartachevy.com
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CARNIVAL BINGO 
starts at 9 am and runs all day

Club Room is Club Room is OPENOPEN to the  to the PUBLICPUBLIC  
October 1 & 2 starting at NoonOctober 1 & 2 starting at Noon

Saturday, October 2 - Red Flannel Day

in the Club Roomin the Club Room 

available all day Saturdayavailable all day Saturday

FamousFamous

at 7:00pm with Jack Price

AMERICAN 
LEGION
Glen Hill Post 287
91 S 1st St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Phone: (616) 696-9160
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Phelps 
Welcomes

CHRISTINE L. WELTON, ESQ.

LAW OFFICE, PLC

Address: 6585 Belding Rd NE Suite C, 
Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: (616) 866-0902

Christine has joined the firm as Associate Counsel. She holds Certificates in Family Law 
and Probate and Estate Planning issued by the Institute of Continuing Legal Education.  
Christine concentrates her practice on elder and disability law, including Medicaid asset 
preservation planning; Medicaid applications; Medicaid appeals; Medicaid/elder divorce; 
capacity counseling; guardianships and protective arrangements; estate planning and  
administration; probate and fiduciary litigation; and special needs planning. Christine also 
assists small businesses with formation, maintenance, contracts, and employee matters. 
Christine is admitted to practice before the courts of the State of Michigan, the U.S. 
District and Bankruptcy Courts for the Western District of Michigan, and the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. Christine is a member of the State Bar of Michigan and 
the Grand Rapids Bar Association.

SPORTSSPORTS

From Spartan to Sparta, Boys 
Cross Country races with heart

Red Hawks rule the Knights

Volleyball loses 
to Kenowa Hills, 
Zeeland East quad

The Red Hawks Varsity volleyball team lost 1-3 (14-25; 
25-21;16-25; 19-25) at Kenowa Hills on Tuesday, Sept.14 
bringing their conference record to 1-1 and overall record 
to 5-5. Junior Varsity and Freshman teams lost in two sets 
to the Knights on the night also.  Varsity Volleyball also 
traveled to Zeeland East on Saturday, September 18th for a 
tough quad competition, displaying focus and method with 
host team Zeeland East, Northpointe Christian and Jenison 
in a day of resolute competition.  Varsity went 0-3 on the 
day losing each match in narrow and relentless battles. The 
opening match to Zeeland East ended 25-27 and 14-25, fol-
lowed by a Northpointe Christian 23-25; 23-25 loss, and 
ending with Jenison 18-25 and 25-27.     

Volleyball was back in conference action at Thornapple 
Kellogg (Middleville) on Tuesday, September 21,  and is 
at home Thursday, September 23 against Wayland.  JV and 
Freshman start at 5pm followed by Varsity.

Ryan West runs with the ball.

Coach Kevin Martens

Quarterback Aiden Brunin with the ball.

By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs football 
was fresh off a record-set-
ting win over Ottawa Hills 
(70-36) and preparing for 
last Friday’s game against 
Kenowa Hills when they 
were blindsided by a trag-
ic event—the death of 
longtime assistant football 
coach and middle school 
teacher Kevin Martens. 

Martens, 46, of Sparta, 

passed away of an unknown 
heart condition on Thurs-
day, September 16, 2021 at 
his home in Sparta.

Martens had been a 
teacher at Cedar Springs 
Middle School since 1999. 
He coached middle school 
track and was a Cedar 
Springs High School assis-
tant football coach for over 
20 years. 

“Kevin was the first coach 
I hired when I became the 

head coach 9 years ago,” 
said Cedar Springs Head 
Coach Gus Kapolka. “His 
passion for young people 
and helping them succeed 
was obvious the first time I 
met him.”

Martens made a big im-
pact on both Kapolka and 
the athletes. “I will miss 
Kevin’s calming, posi-
tive personality that was 
a foundational rock of 
our football program,” 
said Kapolka. “We will 
all miss Kevin’s ability to 

make strong, deep, person-
al connections with chil-
dren from different back-
grounds. Kevin served as a 
great role model to our boys 
as to what constitutes being 
a ‘good man.’”

How is the team dealing 
with the loss of their coach?

“The grieving process is 
different for everybody, so 
we are trying to give our 
guys as much support as 
we can, while at the same 
time, giving them the time 
and space they need to work 

through this. Our CSPS 
Mental Health Crisis Team 
has done a great job pro-
viding support to all of our 
players through this diffi-
cult time,” he explained.

The Red Hawks were 
pumped up to win the game 
Friday, in spite of the loss. 
They took the field like they 
were on fire. They scored 
five times, racked up over 
400 yards total, and limit-
ed Kenowa Hills to only 48 
yards in the 38-0 win.

The Red Hawk boys cross 
country teams split com-
petitions on Friday, Sep-
tember 17, with one group 
traveling to Michigan State 
University while the rest 
of the team took on West 
Michigan rivals in Sparta. 

Like many Cedar Springs 
students and athletes, the 
runners traveled with heavy 
hearts after the passing of 
Kevin Martens, a middle 
school teacher and track 
coach. Martens had played 
a pivotal role in the devel-
opment of many current 
team members. 

At the Spartan Invitation-
al in East Lansing, the com-
peting Red Hawks found 
themselves in perhaps the 
largest-scale race since the 
2019 season. Leading the 
pack once again was Es-
pen Wood with a time of 
18:12. Seniors Gabe White 
and Carter Moleski finished 
within five seconds of each 
other to break into the top 
100 of the race. Fellow 
senior Gabe Minnich bat-
tled for a finishing time of 
19:01, while freshman Jack 
Sherburn rounded out scor-
ing for the Red Hawks. The 
team finished 19th overall.

“One thing I know about 
our boys is that effort has 
never been an issue,” said 
head coach Justin Jones. 
“This time around we didn’t 
run very efficiently and 
used most of our gas in the 

first mile. Our boys walked 
away better runners because 
of it. Sometimes ‘bad’ races 
can be a gift in disguise.” 

Meanwhile, on the other 
side of the state, the remain-
ing Red Hawks toed the line 
at the annual Sparta Invita-
tional. Similar to East Lan-
sing, the heat was apparent 
in West Michigan, but the 
runners pressed on. Sopho-

mores Eli Kleynenberg and 
Zach Reed crossed the line 
in 12th and 13th respective-
ly, while freshman Quinton 
Bell earned a top-20 spot. 

Next up is the Cedar 
Springs Invitational, hosted 
at the Cedar View elemen-
tary course on September 
25. The Red Hawks will be 
seeking fast times on famil-
iar territory. 

           HAWKS - continues on page 19

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Photo by Brandon Kramer Photography

Photo by Brandon Kramer Photography
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     I like to read the news in my
newspaper and on my tablet.

Our Town News SearchSearch
September 30September 30 Sunny, 73° F Sunny, 73° F 

TOP NEWS!

25¢

Dish Runs Away With Spoon!

Breaking News!Breaking News!

News! Read All About It!

  I really enjoy reading 
the newspaper. That’s
tricky for a dolphin!

Start

   Echo wants to buy today’s 
newspaper from the box 
at the end of the pier.  
Can you help
him scoot
through the 
maze to get it? 
Pick up all the 
coins as you go.

Today’s 
 News!

5

9

4
6

7

8

10

 1. short titles of articles
 2. day, month, year
3. businesses pay to put these in the newspaper
4. tells section and page where item is located
5. pictures of people, events
6. advice, opinions
7. person who writes stories for the newspaper 
8. often largest words on the front page, 
    newspaper’s ________
9. for weather, road construction, travel
10. written information

All About 
Newspapers!

    Read the 
clues below to 
fill in the puzzle.  

  I like to chew 
on the ideas in 
newspapers!

  Hard
news 
is best –
it helps 
me to 
keep my
gums 
healthy!

A.  advertisements to sell and buy  
B.  stories about what people are 
     buying, new stores, stock market
C.  home, yard, clothing fashions
D.  cartoons, puzzles, contests
E.  people send letters or write articles
     to express their ideas 

F.  forecasts of sunshine or rain,  
     temperatures
G. team news, game scores
H. road work, places to visit
I.   listing of movies and shows
J.  local news

1.  B __ s __ n __ s s
2.  C l __ s s __ f __ __ d
3.  C __ m __ c s
4.   __ d __ t __ r __ __ l s
5.  L __v __ n g 

6.   S p __ r t s
7.  T __ l __ v __ s __ __n
8.  T __ w n   N __ ws
9.  T r __ v __ l
10.  W__ __ t h __ r

     If you look on the front page of your newspaper you may see an index. An 
index lists where to find each section inside the newspaper. Can you fill in the 
vowels that are missing in the index? Next, match each listing to what is in it.

Inside
 Where 
can I
find
the
movie
listings?

Breaking News – World's LargestWhat’s Inside Your Newspaper? (Index)
     Farmer Ben has just won the  
ribbon for growing the  
world's largest:

     Newspaper articles try to answer the questions “Who, what, 
when, where, why and how.” Read the story above and see 
if you can find out the answer to each of these questions. 

advertisementsheadlines

journalist

columns

photos
stories

index

name

maps

date

  Follow the 
dots to see:
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Weather

iPod

Video

Camera

Calendar

27
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Safari
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     Who gets important
community news, information 
and stories out to the public?
Reporters and journalists.
There is a whole team of 
people behind every item
published – from the reporter
and video crew in the front 
to the columnists, editors,
printers and publishers in the
back. Today, lots of people
enjoy the paper version of
the newspaper, while many
also are reading
the news on
their tablets,
computers and
smart phones. 
People always
want to learn
about what is 
going on.

 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We read about all the fun events... ...going on, so we can join in.

     On Thursday, 
Sept. 29 at 9 p.m. 
officers resonded to a 
complaint about loud 
noises in a small 
suburban kitchen.

     On Friday, Mr. James Smith, owner of the 
home, explained what had happened.
     “There was a rustling noise in the kitchen. I got
up to check on it and, to my surprise, one of the
dishes was running away with a spoon,” he said.
     Eyewitnesses included forks and knives. Most
occupants, except the kitchen sink, claimed to 
have been thrilled by the daring escape.

ANSWERS- on page 16



(StatePoint) Hate bugs? You’re not 
alone. Nearly seven in 10 Americans 
can’t sleep if they know there’s an 
insect in the room, according to a re-
cent survey conducted by OnePoll for 
Zevo. The same poll also found that 
two in three Americans would give up 
a month’s pay to not deal with bugs!

Science says your visceral reaction 
is actually quite rational. According 
to researchers at the University of 
California, Davis, those creepy-craw-
ly feelings you may experience upon 
seeing a bug is simply nature’s way of 
helping you avoid pathogens and par-
asites.

The good news? Insect experts say 
that there are steps you can take to 
protect your home turf from disgust-
ing bugs and other pests.

“While you should not lose your 
healthy distaste for bugs, you can take 
steps to keep them out of your home,” 
says Daniel Perry, entomologist at 
Procter & Gamble.

Here are a few ways to help keep 
America’s top three hated bugs: cock-
roaches, spiders and ants, along with a 
host of other common insects, out of 
your home.

1. Guard doors and windows: 
Keep doors and windows sealed when 
they’re not in use. If you love a fresh 
breeze, be sure that your screen doors 
and windows are in tip top shape and 
contain no holes. Don’t have a screen 
door? Consider quickly installing a 
mesh door screen over your front door 
or patio door that seals up the middle 
with a magnet. This is a good choice 
for renters and others unable to make 
more intensive home updates.

2. Seal holes: Use an afternoon to 
caulk small cracks in your home’s 
foundation and siding. This is a quick, 
easy and affordable way to seal these 
common entry points for bugs.

3. Remove their food source: Bugs 
need a food source to survive, so keep 
your home clean. In the kitchen, seal 
your trash bin and remove its contents 

regularly, wipe down surfaces -- espe-
cially after spills, and sweep up those 
crumbs. A cockroach can survive 
months on a single crumb of food! Be 
sure to regularly vacuum furniture, 
rugs and carpets in any room where 
you eat.

4. Blast bugs: Bugs will find their 
way into your home no matter how 
hard you try to keep them out. Be-
cause a small bug problem can spread 
quickly, it’s important to be ready to 
meet them head-on. Zevo sprays, in-
cluding the brand’s Multi-Insect Killer 
Spray, are powered by essential oils. 
Zevo’s BioSelective Technology was 

developed by experts to be targeted 
to bugs’ unique biology, plus Zevo is 
safe for use around people and pets 
when used as directed. To learn more, 
visit zevoinsect.com.

If you’re tired of being grossed out 
in your own home, it’s time to take 
charge. Not only can you help pre-
vent insects from invading your home, 
you can swing into action at the first 
sign of bugs to make sure it doesn’t 
become a bigger problem for you and 
your family later.

(c) Louella Reese @louellareese

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS
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prison. Allen was scheduled to make an initial appearance 
Tuesday in Bay City on the complaint pending in the East-
ern District of Michigan. A date has not yet been set for his 
appearance in the Western District of Michigan to answer 
those charges.

The charges in a complaint are merely allegations. A de-
fendant remains innocent unless and until proven guilty in 
a court of law. The investigation is continuing.

The announcement of the suspect’s arrest was issued 
jointly on Tuesday by Eastern District of Michigan Acting 
United States Attorney Saima Mohsin and Western District 
of Michigan United States Attorney Andrew Birge. Mohsin 
and Birge were joined in the announcement by Special 
Agent in Charge Timothy Waters, Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, Detroit Division.

This case is being investigated by special agents, intelli-
gence analysts, troopers, deputies, and

officers from the FBI, Michigan State Police, Cheboygan 
County Sheriff’s Office, Cheboygan

Police Department, Sault Ste. Marie Police Department, 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribal Police, the US

Coast Guard, US Border Patrol and ATF.
Assistant U.S. Attorneys J. Michael Buckley, Jerome 

Gorgon, Christopher O’Connor and
Theodore Greeley are prosecuting the case in their re-

spective districts.

BombsBombs
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

Advertise 
HERE!
small ads 

make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

bloody hands that looked “stabbed up.” 
Deputies arrived on scene and saw blood when they 

looked through the window. Once inside, they found Paul 
deceased inside the home, with apparent stab wounds. Dep-
uties also located Paul’s two children, a 2-year-old boy and 
a 5-year-old girl, inside the home. They were injured and 
transported to Helen Devos Children’s Hospital for medical 
treatment. Their injuries were described as “significant cuts 
to the neck requiring medical procedures.”

The suspect was located in Toledo, Ohio. He was arrested 
by authorities in Toledo and is now in the Kent County jail. 
He was arraigned on Monday, September 20, in 63rd Dis-
trict Court, on one count of Homicide—Open murder, and 
one count of Assault with intent to murder. Bond was set at 
$2 million, cash or surety. 

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information 
about the incident is asked to contact the Kent County Sher-
iff’s Office Investigative Division at (616) 632-6125.

MurderMurder
...continued from front page ...continued from front page Hate Bugs? Here’s How to to Remove 

the Ick-Factor From Your Home

HOME TIPSHOME TIPS

PP      STSTTheThe FREE TO YOU! Because we’re advertiser supported!
#shoplocal #shopthepost
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Taffy – 1 year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Taffy! This ador-
able pup is just as sweet 
as her name! She’d love 
to be the center of at-
tention as the one and 
only pet in your family, 
but she promises to 
give you all the love 
you’ll ever need! Taffy 

an absolute darling, and definitely a staff favorite here 
at HSWM. She enjoys quiet, relaxing walks, and loves 
to spend time sniffing and exploring our in the fenced 
yards. She always has one ear up to make sure she hears 
if someone is ready to adopt her! Could that someone 
be you?

Chuckie - 9 year-old female – Domestic Longhair

Meet Chuckie! Chuckie 
is a very sweet, affec-
tionate senior cat. She 
will need time to warm 
up and adjust to her 
new environment, but 
once she does she will 
be your BFF. She ex-
pects to be the queen 
of the household and 
enjoys chirping and relaxing near you (on her terms). 
She would do best in a home with older, respectful 
children, and possibly a home where she can be your 
only pet and not have to stress about other pets in her 
space. Chuckie would love to find a forever family soon, 
as she has been here the longest of any animals in our 
current care! She just went into a new foster home and 
her foster mom says “She is soooo cute and such a cud-
dle bug. She loves to burrow under blankets or behind 
pillows and sit near me or on my lap.”

Chuckie and Taffy are available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, 
please visit: www.hswestmi.org

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

COMMUNITY
GARAGE

SALES
 

SEPT. 25TH
9:00 - 3:00

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

NO BILLING - 
All Classifieds MUST be Pre-Paid!

PRICING: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

FORFOR  RENTRENT

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION SERVICESSERVICES

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

CLASSES CLASSES ANDAND
LESSONSLESSONS

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com ANDY’S

TREE 
SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

Piano lessons available 
in Cedar Springs/Sand 
Lake/Kent City/Sparta and 
Rockford area. 616-255-
7810 or email merryspi-
ano@yahoo.com, www.
merryspiano.com. #35-38p

Use Happy Jack® Skin 
Balm® on cats & dogs 
to promote healing & hair 
growth due to hot spots 
& allergies without ste-
roids! At Tractor Supply® 
(www.fleabeacon.com). 
#38-40p

FORFOR  SALESALE

THIS WEEK:

Coral MI – Cowden Lake 
– Big Yard & Patio Sale: 
10 am – 5 pm. September 
24 & 25 at 13877 Coral Rd. 
Antiques, collectibles, hand 
crafted greeting cards, vin-
tage Kodac cameras, old 
pictures & slides, hundreds 
of old books, Hide-a-Bed 
couch, chairs and more. 
#38p

PLAN AHEAD:

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/30/21.

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

Found: Big gray rabbit found 
on Pine Street near Fifth on 
September 20th. Call 616-696-
3248. #38

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREEFREE  

inin The POST The POST
696-3655696-3655
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Classifieds 

Village of Sand Lake
Job Posting: Department of 

Public Works Position
•  Must have valid driver’s license and a class 

B CDL or obtaining it. 
•  This person must be highly motivated and 

able to work well as a team and on own. 
•  Requires daily physical activity and the abil-

ity to perform a wide range of general la-
bor tasks such as mowing, trimming, basic 
maintenance work ect. 

•  Pay scale will depend on experience. 

Applications available for pick up at Village office.  

For more details of the duties contact the Village 
office.

Mail resume or application to 
2 E. Maple St. PO. Box 139 
Sand Lake, Michigan 49343

Village of Sand Lake 
2 E. Maple St. • PO BOX 139 • Sand Lake, MI 49343

• Phone: (616) 636-8854 • Fax: (616) 636-4564
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LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

Summary Of The 
Regular Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, September 09, 2021

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present.  
Seven People Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Was A Public Hearing 
Regarding 425 Request For 4100 17 Mile Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319. The Agenda Was Approved 
With The Following Changes: To Remove Item 
6F And 8D.  The Consent Agenda Was Approved 
As Presented. Action Taken: Motion To Approve 
Halloween Spooktacular From 5pm-7pm For 
An Estimated Cost Of $460.00, Date To Be 
Determined Pending Input Main Street Business.  
Motion To Approve Ordinance 333 An Ordinance 
To Amend Chapter 40, Article I, Section 40-5 
Entitled “Definitions – K – M”; Chapter 40, Article 
III, Division 12, Section 40-386 Entitled “Permitted 
Uses” For The I-1 Industrial District; Chapter 40, 
Article IV, Division 2, Section 40-461 Entitled 
“Home Occupations”; Chapter 40, Article IV, 
Division 2, Section 40-468 Of The Code Entitled 
“Marihuana Establishments And Facilities” Of 
The Code Of Ordinances For The City Of Cedar 
Springs.  Discussion: Chickens Within The City 
Limits, Quitclaim And Reservation Of Drain 
Easement For 17 N. Main St, Discussion On The 
Proposed Permanent Part-Time Paid Time Off And 
Holiday Pay Policy.  The Meeting Was Adjourned 
At 8:31 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
ATTENTION ALL OWNERS 

OF SOLON TOWNSHIP 
CEMETERY SPACES

PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR FALL CLEAN-UP 
WILL BE CONDUCTED ON OCTOBER 9, 2021.  

ALL ITEMS, INCLUDING MEMORABILIA, FAUX 
FLOWERS, GLASS OBJECTS AND PERMANENT 
PLANTINGS, SHALL BE REMOVED FROM THE 
GRAVE SITES.  

ITEMS YOU WISH TO KEEP MUST BE 
RETRIEVED BEFORE OCTOBER 9, 2021. 

A COPY OF THE CURRENT SOLON TOWNSHIP 
CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS ARE 
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT SOLONTWP.ORG OR 
AT THE SOLON TOWNSHIP OFFICE.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021  Dorothy Willoughby
Solon Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public Accuracy 
Test for the November 2, 2021 General Election has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at 
3:00 p.m., at the Courtland Township Hall, 7450 14 
Mile Road, Rockford, MI.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer program used to 
record and count the votes cast at the election meets 
the requirements of the law.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021  Susan K. Hartman
Courtland Township Clerk

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

Planning Commission of the Township of Nelson will 
hold a public hearing on October 20, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Nelson Township Hall, 2 Maple Street, 
Sand Lake, Michigan, to consider a request by Steven 
Vlaming for a special land use for a home occupation 
automotive repair machine shop at 15665 Myers Lake 
Ave., Sand Lake, Michigan 49343, permanent parcel 
no. 41-03-16-400-028.  

The application materials are on file in the 
Township office, at the above stated address, and may 
be reviewed by interested persons during Township 
office hours. All interested persons may attend the 
public hearing and comment on the proposed special 
land use request.  Written comments concerning the 
requested special land use may be submitted to the 
Township office, at the above-stated address up to 
the time of and during the public hearing.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021 
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST

Nelson Township will hold a Public Accuracy Test 
of the Electronic Equipment for the Special General 
Election, Tuesday, November 2, 2021. The accuracy 
test will be held at the Nelson Township Office, 2 
Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan on Monday, 
September 27, 2021 at 10:30 a.m.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer program used to 
record and count the votes cast at the election meets 
the requirements of law.

Public is invited.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Meeting of the
 Cedar Springs Election 

Commission
Monday, September 27, 2021 

Meeting at 4:00 p.m.

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
Cemetery Fall Clean Up

Volunteers Needed
October 9, 2021, 2pm-4pm

Attention all owners of Village of Sand Lake 
cemetery Spaces

Please Note that our fall clean up will be con-
ducted on October 9, 2021, 2-4pm. 

All objects will be removed from the grave sites. 
Items you with to keep must be retrieved before 
October 9, 2021

A copy of the current Village of Sand Lake Cem-
etery rules and regulations are available on the 
villages website of at the village offices. 

There is a rain date of October 23, 2021, 2-4pm

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, September 14, 2021
5:00 PM

Present: Britton, Austin, Hoffman, DeJong, 
George.

Board action: Approved Resolution 2021-015, 
Complete Fred Meijer White Pine Trail; Resolution 
2021-016, Change the Normal Retirement Age 
from age 65 to age 60; Re-purchase Cemetery 
lot 519; Purchase non-motorized signs for 17 
Mile Trail; Accepted PLWC assessment for winter 
2021; Approved new township Server; Amend 
budget center; Approved dumpster; Denied 
request to reduce rental rate, and approved back 
ground checks. 

Discussed: Challenger Body Shop; Heat tape for 
library gutters.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: Sept. 23, 2021  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk



Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Summer Butterfly 
Counts 2021

Four West Michigan Butter-
fly Association (WMBA) count 
summaries are posted in Table 
1 for 2021. It shows species 
and individual numbers vary 
among count circles. Variance 
is due to count dates, weather, 
and varying habitats. We visit a 
good representation of habitats 
in each count circle. 

Fifty species were observed on the four counts. That is 
about 1/3 of all Michigan species. At the bottom of the Ta-
ble, notice the species totals and individual numbers for 
each count. Included are the immature butterfly life cycle 
stages found as egg, larva, or chrysalis. 

Of particular interest is number of individuals for the Fed-
erally Endangered Karner Blue Butterfly. West Michigan is 
one of richest remaining habitats for the species on Earth. It 
has been extirpated from nearly all previously known hab-
itats. There is concerted effort to help this species survive. 
The process helps improve habitat for mammals and birds 
that people enjoy for watching and hunting. Habitat protec-
tion supports healthier water supplies. Federal laws protect-
ing endangered species support healthier local economies 
and living conditions for people and wildlife.

Plan on participating in the 2022 WMBA counts. Club 
members are friendly and helpful. If interested in other 
Michigan or national counts contact me for information. 
You can contact me now and I will reach out to you next 
summer. 

Google the “West Michigan Butterfly Association” web 
site or contact me for club or butterfly information. 
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169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Giving lake sturgeon a lift
by Jennifer Johnson and Darren Kramer, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Up close view of Face of a lake sturgeon. Photo by Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

Several lake sturgeon are contained in water inside the hopper on the 
Menominee River. Photo by Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Several lake sturgeon are shown in the hold of a trailer, awaiting 
transport upstream, where they will be released into the Menomi-
nee River. Photo by Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Lake sturgeon are a long-lived fish species that were 
once common throughout the Great Lakes.

However, over the last two centuries, lake sturgeon 
populations have significantly declined due to several 
factors, including habitat loss from dam construction. 
Once numbering in the millions in the Great Lakes re-
gion, the lake sturgeon population has now been reduced 
to a few thousand fish. The lake sturgeon is currently list-
ed as a threatened species in Michigan.  

The Menominee River, forming part of the border be-
tween Wisconsin and Michigan in the Upper Peninsula, 
is a large tributary to Green Bay on Lake Michigan and 
supports one of the largest remaining populations of lake 
sturgeon in the Great Lakes. The sturgeon here number 
roughly 1,200 adult fish – compared to roughly 20,000 to 
25,000 historically.

Before construction of several hydroelectric dams 
throughout the Menominee River during the 19th centu-
ry, lake sturgeon migrated upstream from Green Bay for 
approximately 70 miles to spawn, before encountering 
a natural barrier at Sturgeon Falls in Dickinson County.

Currently their access to the river is cut short by 
the Menominee Dam, which is located approximate-
ly 2.5 miles upstream from Green Bay. A second dam, 
Park Mill, is located only about 1 mile upstream of the 
Menominee Dam. 

Mature, adult lake sturgeon need specific spawning 
habitat typically found in rivers and are willing to make 
long migrations to reach those optimal spawning loca-
tions.

“Dams are considered one of the greatest impediments 
to successful sturgeon recovery efforts in the Great Lakes 
because adult fish are unable to access river spawning 
habitat and critical habitat needed to support juvenile 
fish,” said John Bauman, fisheries biologist for the Mich-
igan Department of Natural Resources.  

The lack of suitable lake sturgeon spawning habitat and 
juvenile rearing habitat downstream of the Menominee 
Dam are likely key factors limiting the rehabilitation of 
the lake sturgeon population.

Luckily for the lake sturgeon, there is ample habitat for 
both adults and juveniles above the Park Mill Dam up to 
the Grand Rapids Dam, situated approximately 19 miles 
upstream.  

Given these facts, the question for fisheries managers 
was how to reconnect adult lake sturgeon from the lower 
Menominee River to the abundant spawning and rearing 
habitats upstream of the two dams?

In some situations, dam removal may be an option to 
restore river access if the dam has outlived its usefulness. 
However, Menominee and Park Mill hydroelectric dams 
are viable producers of renewable energy and not candi-
dates for removal.

So, if the dams can’t be removed, how can lake sturgeon 
access be restored to upstream habitats in the Menominee 
River?

It took a creative and talented team to think of a novel, 
first-of-its-kind idea.

In the early 2000s, a collaborative partnership among Ea-
gle Creek Renewable Energy (owner of Menominee and 
Park Mill dams), the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Wisconsin and Michigan departments of natural resourc-
es, and the River Alliance of Wisconsin formed the Michi-
gan Hydro Relicensing Coalition to determine how to best 
address reconnecting adult lake sturgeon from the lower 
Menominee River with habitats upstream.

The overarching goal of the effort was to increase lake 
sturgeon recruitment – the process by which small, young 

fish survive to larger, older fish. It was presumed that these 
recruits would survive and contribute as adults to the over-
all sturgeon population in Green Bay and more broadly 
across Lake Michigan.

The work of the team led to the construction, in 2015, of a 
“fish elevator” located at the Menominee Dam. The eleva-
tor was designed to capture adult lake sturgeon for transfer 
upstream of the Menominee and Park Mill dams.  

The fish elevator was built in an empty bay at the Menom-
inee Dam powerhouse. Within the bay is a rectangular met-
al hopper, measuring 10 feet by 15 feet. The hopper can be 
lowered to the bottom of the river.

Water from above the dam flows through the hopper area 
by opening an upstream gate, creating an “artificial river” 
to lead lake sturgeon into entering the hopper. A fixed gate 
at the head of the hopper restricts fish from traveling farther 
into the dam.

The downstream end of 
the hopper is open for fish 
to move in and out until a 
gate is lowered, trapping 
fish inside. The hopper is 
lifted approximately 30 feet 
to the upper floor of the 
powerhouse with an electric 
winch. A door on the side of 
the hopper opens, empty-
ing water and the fish into a 
sorting tank.  

From there, fish species 
captured unintentionally 
are sorted out and sent back 
downstream via a pipe with 
water. Lake sturgeon are vi-

 Totals Totals Totals Totals 
Total Party Miles on foot  5.5  5  4.5  4
Count Dates 2021  8 Jul  10 Jul  5 Jul  18 Jul
Papilionidae
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail   1   2
Spicebush Swallowtail  3  3   11
Giant Swallowtail
Unidentified Swallowtail   1
Pieridae
Cabbage White   29  8  8
Mustard White     2
Clouded Sulphur   36  5  16
Orange Sulphur   10
Lycaenidae
Harvester    1
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Northtown Greenville  • 6481 SW Greenville Rd. • 616-754-6101
Delivery Available • Gift Certificates Available • Layaway Available

Monday-Saturday:  9am-6pm • Closed Sunday

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress
NORTHTOWNNORTHTOWN
Larry’sLarry’s  

$100 Off Any Sofa In Stock 
$100 Off Any Loveseat In Stock

$75 Off Any Rocker Recliner In Stock
“I couldn’t be prouder of how our guys were able to focus 

and come out and dominate Kenowa Hills on Friday.  It is 
a credit to them and to the culture of our program that we 
were able to perform at such a high level,” remarked Coach 
Kapolka.

Leading rushers for Cedar Springs were Antwuan Nich-
olls (133); Carter Falan (92); Ryan Mitchell (66); Aiden 
Brunin (29); Ryan West (17); Kyle Hoort and Alex Ream 
both had 9; Nolan Myers had 4; and Nate Slager had 1. 
Brunin also completed two passes, a 20-yard pass to Carter 
Falan, and a 21-yard pass to Ryan West.

Heading into the fifth week, Cedar Springs is now tied 
with Catholic Caentral for first place in the OK-Gold con-
ference. The Red Hawks are 2-0 in conference, and 3-1 
overall. 

This week’s game will be at home against Forest Hills 
Eastern. It could be an emotional one without Mr. Martens 
there on the sideline.

“Friday will be the first home game since Kevin’s pass-
ing,” said Kapolka. “It will be difficult, but we will get 
through it together. The outpouring of support from the Ce-
dar Springs community has been amazing. I’m sure we will 
have great support Friday night and that will make things a 
little bit easier.”

HawksHawks
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sually inspected for previous injuries or disease, measured 
and then tagged, if no previous tags are observed.

Sex and spawning condition are determined using an ul-
trasound unit like the ones found in veterinary clinics. Most 
male lake sturgeon spawn every one to two years, and fe-
males spawn every three to five years. Fish that are not ready 
to spawn during the next spawning period (late April to mid-
May) are sent back downstream.

Fish that are ready to spawn are moved to an adjacent hold-
ing tank in the powerhouse to await transfer upstream. Min-
imum fish lengths required for transfer are 45 and 50 inches 
for males and females, respectively. 

When transferring lake sturgeon upstream, fish are loaded 
into a custom-built trailer and transported about 2 miles to a 
boat launch above the Park Mill Dam, located on the Michi-
gan side of the Menominee River. There, the trailer is backed 
into the river and the adult sturgeon are released to continue 
their migration upstream. 

Since 2015, elevator and transfer operations at the Menom-
inee Dam have occurred each year during the spring (mid-
April to mid-May) and fall (late August to late September).

“Captures of lake sturgeon have been found to vary widely 
from year to year and between spring and fall seasons,” said 
Elle Gulotty, a DNR fisheries biologist. “As time goes on, we 
have learned more and more about efficiently operating the 
fish elevator.”

Over the past six years, the number of fish transferred up-
stream has ranged from a low of 25 in 2015 to a high of 147 
in 2019.  

Lake sturgeon transferred during the spring will spawn 
during that period, while the fish transferred in the fall spend 
the winter in the river before spawning the following spring. 
Roughly 90% of the sturgeon transferred upstream stay 
there for at least one spawning period before migrating back 
downstream to Green Bay.

During this migration, lake sturgeon pass through the 
Menominee and Park Mill dams via open gates at the dams 
or by fish-bypass structures specifically built at each dam for 
lake sturgeon. 

Check out a a video showing time lapse construction of 
the Park Mill Dam downstream sturgeon structure at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1J4iDc55to.

year with great anticipation for the announcement from the 
board as to who was selected.  The people who have been 
in this role before have been an inspiration, for the selfless 
giving of their time and talents.  You don’t volunteer for any 
position for the recognition; you volunteer because of the 
passion and interest you have in the organization, to help it 
succeed and grow, and make an influence in a positive way.  
This is true especially for the Red Flannel Festival, which is 
entirely volunteer based, and has been for all these years.”

She noted, however, that it really is an honor shared with 
her family. Cindy married her high school sweetheart, Jeff, 
and they have two young adult sons--Cameron is 22 and 
Nolan is 20. 

“It was a team effort on the part of my family to be able 
to volunteer for the Festival for 18 years—my immedi-
ate family, especially, but also my extended family—my 
mom, my siblings, my in-laws, Jeff’s siblings, Jeff’s aunts, 
friends—all were asked to help along the way...and they 
never said no! They’ve moved things with their trucks, 
made dresses and re-built floats, donated garage space, 
served on the interview committees, etc.  They love the Red 
Flannel Festival and cherish its heritage, as much as I do!” 
she explained.

What does being a part of the Red Flannel Festival mean 
to Cindy?

“Being involved in the RF Festival means a great deal to 
me, as we are contributing to the continued success of an 
event that began when things were pretty gloomy (1939) as 
a way to lift people’s spirits and has remained stable ever 
since. Now it is a matter of continuing that legacy. The Red 
Flannel Queen Pageant, specifically, is very special, as it is 
a way to help teach and mentor young women in a positive 
way, that literally can change their lives (communication 
and interviewing skills, scholarship awards, etc.),” she re-
marked

But Red Flannel is not the only thing Cindy has been in-
volved in.

“I’m at a different season of my life, right now. It was 
a very busy time—almost a blur—during my years with 
the Festival. We were raising our sons, Jeff was teaching 
and coaching (high school and college basketball), we were 
homeschooling (some of the time), volunteering for the 
boys’ school, sport teams, 
and theatre/haunt activities 
(Nolan - CS Museum), vol-
unteering at Church (choir, 
gardening, leading study 
groups), and we were work-
ing with our business leader 
group as Shaklee Corpora-
tion Sales Leaders, in the 
health and wellness field. 
(Our kids are third genera-
tion Shaklee users.)  I’m so 
thankful for the flexibility 
of our business, and for the 
great clients and leaders we 
work with, that allowed us, 
as a family, to be able to en-
gage in all those activities 
and roles. Presently, I’m still 
running our business, and 
serving on the Board of Ed-
ucation at Creative Technol-
ogies Academy, volunteering 
at our Church, writing for the 
Bugle and taking care of all 
the projects at home we set 
aside through the years.”

Why did Cindy and Jeff 
choose to be involved in so 
many different activities? 

“We chose to be involved 
in all those activities, as a 
witness to our sons, that our 
lives are meant to be spent 
helping and serving others,” 
she explained.  

Congratulations to Cin-
dy, who will reign this year 
at the RF Festival’s annual 
celebration, over the two 
weekends of the 15th oldest 
festival in the State of Mich-
igan, sharing the red flannel 
warmth of our community to 
visitors and residents!

American Copper  11  89  19  89
Coral Hairstreak  5  4  3  19
Edward’s Hairstreak  71  5  5  7
Banded Hairstreak  1  1   32
Gray Hairtreak   5
Eastern Tailed Blue  3  10  1  1
Summer Azure    1  1
Karner Blue  165  56   144
Nymphalidae
Great Spangled Fritillary   3  5  18
Aphrodite Fritillary  2   5
Silver-bordered Fritillary    20  35
Meadow Fritillary    5
Pearl Crescent  2  19  13  79
Baltimore Checkerspot   12  38
Eastern Comma    4  1
Gray Comma    1
Question Mark  1
Mourning Cloak   3  2  4
Red Admiral  3  1  1
Red-spotted Purple    2  3
Viceroy    2
Northern Pearly Eye   2  6
Appalachian Brown  6   19  5
Eyed Brown   1  1 1
Little Wood Satyr  1   3  2
Common Wood Nymph  56  14  53  39
Monarch  9  116  6  66
Hesperiidae
Silver-spotted Skipper     1
Common Sootywing   3   1
European Skipper  1   20
Least Skipper   2  6  1
Crossline Skipper   1 1  1
Tawny-edged Skipper    3  1
Hobomok Skipper    1
Northern Broken Dash  6  21  12  52
Little Glassywing  1  1  2
Delaware Skipper   6  11  1
Mulberry Wing  27  1   17
Broad-winged Skipper     1
Dion Skipper  10  5  5  2
Black Dash    3  3
Dun Skipper  1  26  7  66
Total Individuals  385  499  300  732
Number of Species  21  32  37  35
Early Life Stages
Spicebush Swallowtail egg  4
Spicebush Swallowtail larva  3
Viceroy larva on aspen   1
Viceroy egg on willow  2   1  1
Baltimore Checkerspot larva    10
Monarch egg on milkweed  8  2   3
Monarch larva on milkweed  4  5   1
Total early stages  21  7  12  5

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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