
Passes by 13 
votes
By Judy Reed

The election results of 
the Cedar Springs Public 
Schools bond proposal have 
been certified, and the re-
sults show that it did indeed 
pass, although by less votes 
than originally indicated.

The bond election was 
the closest contest in the 
August primary, and initial 
(unofficial) results showed 
the Cedar Springs Pub-
lic Schools bond proposal 
passed by only 20 votes 
with 2,369 yes (50.21 per-
cent) and 2,349 no (49.71 
percent). 

In a letter from Kent 
County Clerk Lisa Lyons, 
dated August 18, the cer-

tified results show that it 
passed with 2,371 yes votes 
to 2,358 no votes—a differ-
ence of 13 votes.

The $68,000,000 bond 
proposal for school im-
provements is not expect-
ed to raise residents’ taxes. 
Instead, it will extend the 
District’s current tax levy 
of 7.0 mills through 2036.

The Post asked Superin-

A 24-year-
old Howard 
City woman 
died Tues-
day morning 
when the ve-
hicle she was 
riding in ran 
into the back 
of a road 
commission 
tractor.

According 
to the Mich-
igan State 
Police Rockford Post, the crash occurred at 
about 8:55 a.m. Tuesday morning August 
25, on Marvin Road, west of Maple Island 
Rd, in Holton Township, Muskegon Coun-
ty.

Their preliminary investigation revealed 
that a SUV traveling west bound ran into 
the back of a Muskegon County Road Com-
mission tractor/mower that was mowing the 
shoulder of the roadway. The 24-year-old 

female pas-
senger of the 
SUV, from 
H o w a r d 
City, was 
pronounced 
deceased on 
scene. The 
26-year-old 
male driver, 
from Mon-
tague, was 
transported 
to the hospi-
tal with se-

rious, life-threatening injuries.  The tractor 
operator was taken to the hospital by vehi-
cle for non-life-threatening injuries.  

The crash remains under investigation 
and no names have been released yet pend-
ing notification of family members.

Troopers were assisted on scene by 
Holton Fire and Dalton Township Fire de-
partments.
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Howard City woman 
killed in crash

Old postcards from a bygone eraCe da r  Sp r in g s  m a n  
drowns in  Muskegon  
R ive r

Daniel Cyranoski, 34, of Ce-
dar Springs, died Saturday 
in a boating accident on the 
Muskegon River. Facebook 
photo.

A 34-year-old Cedar 
Springs man drowned Satur-
day on the Muskegon River, 
in Mecosta County.

According to the Mecosta 
County Sheriff’s Office, they 
were dispatched to the boat 
launch on 205th Ave south 
of Hayes road, in Mecosta 
Township for a boating ac-
cident/drowning about 6:42 
p.m. Saturday, August 22.

Deputies learned that Dan-
iel Cyranoski, a 34 year-old 
man from Cedar Springs, was 
the only occupant of the boat 
when it flipped over while 
traveling down the Mus-
kegon River. He was seen 
wearing a life jacket, which 
was reported to have come 
off during the incident. The 
victim was seen swimming 
towards shore when he went 
under the water and did not 
come back up.  

The Mecosta County Dive 
Team was activated and 
searched the water for several 
hours before stopping for the 
evening. It was reactivated 
about 6:30 a.m. Sunday, Au-

gust 23, for recovery purpos-
es.  

Deputies utilized a side 
scan sonar with the assistance 
of the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources- Law 
Division. Officers identified a 
possible location of the boat-
er in approximately 10 feet 
of water, approximately 25 
yards from the boat wreck-
age. The Mecosta County 
Sheriff’s Office Dive Team 
was assisted by members of 
the Newaygo County Sher-
iff’s Office Dive Team and 

Colorized postcard of Hartts Resort, Whitefish Lake.

Boating on Baptist Lake, Ensley Township.

By Judy Reed

Karen Hayden, of Ensley 
Township, sent us photos 
of three old postcards that 
showed pictures of local ar-
eas here in the early 1900s.

“My cousin and I were 
going through family mem-
orabilia yesterday and we 
found these cards featuring 
area attractions or loca-
tions. Most of the cards in 
the album were from the 
very early 1900’s, ie. 1912, 
’10, etc.,” she explained.

 Did you know that 
Whitefish Lake was once 
the site of a popular va-
cation resort? One of the 
postcards Karen sent was 
an early colorized postcard 
from Hartts Resort, located 
at Whitefish Lake. Hayden 
said she remembered her 
dad talking about it but 
didn’t know anything else 
about it.

We did some online re-
search and found that Hartts 
Resort is one of the places 
listed in a 1913 publication 
called Michigan Summer 
Resorts Including the Mich-
igan East Coast Resorts: 
a Guide to the Summering 
Places in the Lake and Riv-
  POSTCARDS -  continues on page 2

tendent Scott 
Smith when 
they expect 
to start mak-
ing improve-
ments. 

“We will 
start the de-
sign work 
immediate-
ly on the 
High School 
c l a s s r o o m 
addition and 
the secure 

office at Cedar View. Oth-
er projects will fall into the 
queue based on level of pri-
ority,” he explained. 

He added that he would 
keep us updated on the 
timeline and hold quarterly 
project updates for staff and 
community members.

pages 8-9pages 8-9 OUTDOORS OUTDOORS - - page 10page 10

Dragons & damsels
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

A study in American Journal of 
Epidemiology estimated that a 

serving of beer every day 
reduces the risk of kidney 

stones by 40%.

Dancing the night awayCra sh  t a ke s two live s 
in  She r idan  Townsh ip

Pa r ty bus rolls ove r  
a t  mud bog event

Left: Lucille Middleton, 95, dancing with Jim Tol.

 The old “chicken coop” where Lucille Middleton used to dance.

Even during a pandemic you can’t keep Lucille Mid-
dleton down.

Lucille Middleton, 95, of Cedar Springs, loves life, 
people, and a nice party. In the photo above, she is “try-
ing to teach an old guy with two left feet how dance 
while having the patience of a saint, the smile of an 
angel, and enough energy to get the old chicken coop 
re-opened,” explained Jim Tol, who sent us the photo. 

This was last Thursday evening at the Tol home, 
with a four-piece band. Rick Eyers on keyboard and 
his band played on, while Lucille tired out all the guys.

“Lucille and her late husband Clare wore out the 
floor of the old chicken coop (located on 19 Mile Rd, 
east of Algoma). Both enjoyed dancing very much. 
Cedar Springs has a winner in Lucille and everyone 
around her seems to have a brighter smile. Thank you, 
Lucille!” said Tol.

A Kent City woman and a Fremont man both died in a 
two-car crash last week that also sent several others to the 
hospital.

According to the Michigan State Police Rockford Post, 
the crash occurred at approximately 7:43 p.m. on August 
20, 2020 at the intersection of Maple Island Road and West 
80th Street, Sheridan Township, Newaygo County. 

Initial investigation showed that a Jeep traveling west 
bound on 80th disregarded the stop sign and crashed into a 
GMC pickup traveling north on Maple Island Road.

The driver of the Jeep, a 35-year-old Kent City woman, 
was pronounced deceased on scene. Three passengers were 
transported to the hospital with non-life-threatening inju-
ries. 

The driver of the GMC, a 65-year-old Fremont man, 
was transported to the hospital by Aero Med and was later 
pronounced deceased at a Grand Rapids area hospital. The 
two passengers in the GMC were transported to the hospi-
tal with non-life-threatening injuries and are expected to 
recover.

The crash remains under investigation by the MSP Rock-
ford Post. Names of the drivers have not yet been released.

OSCEOLA COUNTY, 
MICH.  On 
Saturday, Au-
gust 22, troopers 
from the Mount Pleas-
ant State Police Post re-
sponded to an address on 
15 Mile Road (in Osceola 
County) in response to 
reports of a large modified 
party bus having rolled over 
at a mud bog event.  Troop-
ers responded with mem-
bers of the Osceola County 
Sheriff’s Department and 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources.  

Officers and emergency 
response personnel provid-
ed care to multiple individ-
uals injured when the vehi-
cle rolled over. Two people 

were air lifted to advanced 
medical care. Seven pa-
tients were transported by 
ambulance for treatment.

The incident remains un-
der investigation.  Alcohol 
is believed to be a factor in 
the incident. 

No further information 
had been released to us at 
press time.

TS&M Railroad depot in Cedar Springs.

er Region of the State of 
Michigan. It is listed on 
page 37.
Hartts is also listed in 

Polk’s Michigan State 
Gazetteer and Business 
Directory, of 1921. It 
lists businesses in Pier-
son, and lists Hartt, C W., 
hotel at Whitefiesh (sic) 
Lake and also lists an-
other hotel belonging to a 
Martin, J E at Whitefiesh 
(sic) Lake.

Clarkes Historical Li-
brary, of Mount Pleasant, 
has another old postcard 
of Hartts Resort on their 
facebook page with a 
bit of info. It says that 
“Hartts Resort was a known summer escape for residents 
of Michigan. At only $2 a day and $10 a week families 
could afford to return year after year. As a young girl Betty 
Ford spent her summers here with her family.”

Another photo Hayden sent us was of Baptist Lake. 
“(This is) Baptist Lake taken from the north end where the 
Simcoe family has lived for 150 years,” she said. She added 
that the photo was probably one of the Simcoe boys. “My 
maiden name was Simcoe, and my husband and I have a 
portion of the original Simcoe acreage and a bit of lake 
front on the nw part of the lake. Been here 51 years,” she 

PostcardsPostcards
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

said.
The final postcard photo she sent was of the old TS&M 

railroad depot here in Cedar Springs. It was one of two rail-
roads that ran through town. The Grand Trunk line ran north 
and south, and the TS&M ran east and west. The depot was 
located on the south end of town. The Cedar Springs His-
torical Museum has a book you can purchase that tells the 
history of the railroad here, and is full of photos, such as 
this one.

Thanks so much, Karen, for brightening our day with 
your photos!

Don’t want to leave the house to pick up 
a POST? YOU DON’T HAVE TO! 
Now offering: 3 month or 
6 month subscriptions...

 see page 11 for details



By Scott McClallen | The Center Square

(The Center Square) – The Court of 
Appeals in a 2-1 decision Friday, Aug. 21, 
ruled in favor of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
emergency powers.

The Court of Appeals upheld the 
Court of Claims’ decision three months 
ago that Whitmer could act through the 
1945 Emergency Powers of Governor 
Act (EPGA) without the Legislature’s 
approval in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic.
Whitmer has used the power to issue 

over 160 Executive Orders impacting al-
most 10 million Michiganders, some of 
which carried the threat of misdemeanor 
charges and up to 90 days in jail.

Judges Kirsten Frank Kelly and Jane 
Markey signed onto the majority opinion, 
penned by Markey. Judge Jonathan Tukel 
dissented.

The dispute hinges over two laws that 
authorize emergency powers: The Emer-

gency Management Act (EMA) of 1976 
requires the governor to get legislative ap-
proval after 28 days, while the EPGA has 
no such restraint.

Markey wrote the Legislature, through 
the EPGA, gave the governor “broad pow-
er of action.”

“We hold that the governor’s declaration 
of a state of emergency, her extension of 
the state of emergency, and her issuance 
of related executive orders fell within the 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN — U.S. 
Attorney Andrew Birge announced last Fri-
day, August 21, that Dustyn Wayne Olm-
stead, 31, of Vermontville (Eaton County), 
pleaded guilty to sexual exploitation and at-
tempted sexual exploitation of children, and 
distributing child pornography. Sentencing 
before Chief U.S. District Judge Robert J. 
Jonker will be on December 1, 2020. At 
sentencing, Olmstead will face a mandatory 
minimum of 15 years’ imprisonment and a 
combined maximum of 50 years’ imprison-
ment, restitution, fines, and other penalties.

Olmstead pleaded guilty to using 
text-messaging services to communicate 
with multiple minors, including a 13-year-
old girl from Allegan County and a 14-year-
old girl from Ottawa County. Olmstead ma-

nipulated one girl into sending him naked 
pictures of herself and he tried to get the 
other to do the same. As part of the process 
to desensitize the girls to sexual material, 
Olmstead sent a video of a girl, approxi-
mately 9 years old, engaging in a sex act 
with an adult male. Olmstead communicat-
ed with numerous individuals he believed 
to be children. Persons who believe that 
they or someone they know may have been 
a victim of Olmstead’s should call the FBI 
at (616) 456-5489.

This case is part of Project Safe Child-
hood, a nationwide initiative designed to 
protect children from online exploitation 
and abuse. The U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
county prosecutor’s offices, the Internet 
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mokeyS aturdays

S
Fresh bbq all-day 

by the pound
• Brisket  
• Ribs  

NeW kitcheN hOUrs:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 3pm

See what Cedar Springs 
is talking about! 

ASk ABouT CATeRing! 
Traditional Southern Style Smokers - 

Come check them out!

Try Us!
4848 18 MILE ROAD 

CEDAR SPRINGS MI   49319
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

616.439.3010
stOre hOUrs: 

7 Days a Week 10am - 10pm

• Chicken Wings   
• Pulled Pork

Traditional Southern Style Smokers 
SATURDAYS 11AM-7PMSATURDAYS 11AM-7PM

• Baby Back Ribs 
• Brisket 

KITCHEN HOURS:
Tue-Thur: 11am - 3pm 
Fri-Sat: 11am - 7pm

4848 18 MILE ROAD
CEDAR SPRINGS MI

(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

STORE HOURS: 10am - 10pm
Open 7 Days a Week 

616.439.3010

• Chicken Wings 
• Smoked Sausage

mokeymokey aturdaysaturdays

CHECK OUR DAILY CHECK OUR DAILY 
SANDWICH SPECIALS!SANDWICH SPECIALS!

Vermontville man pleads 
guilty to exploiting children

House Speaker Lee Chatfield and Senate Majority Leader Mike Shirkey announced a lawsuit challenging Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer’s emergency orders on May 6 at the Capitol.  Photo by Scott McClallen, The Center Square.

FEMA approves Michigan application to provide  
an addit ional $300 per week to unemployed

Cou r t  o f  Appea ls ru le s in  f avor  o f  
Wh itme r  in  GOP-led  leg isla tu re  lawsu it  
Republicans vow to continue fight

On Friday, August 21, the 
United States Federal Emer-
gency Management Admin-
istration (FEMA) approved 
the Michigan Unemploy-
ment Insurance Agency’s 
application for funding that 
would provide an additional 
$300 per week payment to 
Michiganders receiving un-
employment benefits.

“This is good news for 
the thousands of Michi-
ganders who are still with-
out work as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but 
it’s still a short-term band 
aid that falls short of what’s 
needed,” said Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer. She called for the Pres-
ident and Congress to put 
partisanship aside and pass 
a bipartisan recovery pack-
age. “Michigan families, 
frontline workers, and small 
business owners are count-

ing on the federal govern-
ment to do the right thing 
and work together on their 
behalf,” she said.

The UIA estimates that 
under the program, about 
910,000 Michiganders 
would receive at least $300 
per week in supplemen-
tal benefits. The program 
allows for existing Un-
employment Trust Fund 
payments delivered by 
Michigan’s Unemployment 

Insurance Agency to count 
as 25 percent matching 
funds required for participa-
tion. Eligible claimants will 
be paid benefits retroactive 
to August 1. It is unclear at 
this time how long funding 
for the program will last.

“This additional $300 a 
week will provide some 
much needed support to 
those who are still strug-
gling to make ends meet 
during this time of extreme 

need,” said Steve Gray, 
Director of the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Agency. 
“Our goal now is to work as 
quickly as possible to im-
plement this new program 
to get people the benefits 
they need.”

At this time, claimants do 
not have to take any action 
to receive the additional 
benefit amount provided by 
the program. The additional 
benefits will be added auto-
matically for all claimants 
who are eligible to receive 
at least $100 in weekly un-
employment benefit pay-
ments. This includes claim-
ants receiving any type of 
regular unemployment in-
surance benefits as well as 
those receiving Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance 
(PUA) benefits.



ChurchChurch

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 4  Thursday, August 27, 2020
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

DirectoryDirectory

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs    

616-696-1140      www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.      Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Those who bring sunshine to 
the lives of others cannot keep 

it from themselves.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

Galatians 6:7

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Pastor Dallas Burgeson
THE SPRINGS CHURCH
135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs

LAMENT

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

On another occasion during the American 
Civil War, Union general William T. Sher-
man marched his more than 60,000 soldiers 
for well over a month from Atlanta to Sa-
vannah, Georgia, leaving a trail of utter de-
struction among Confederate civilians. This 
was meant, according to Sherman, to “make 
old and young, rich and poor, feel the hard 
hand of war” (https://www.history.com/top-
ics/american-civil-war/shermans-march). 
He employed this “scorched earth” plan in 
hopes of bringing the war to a speedier end. 
But again, at what cost?

A number of years ago, the curse we all 
now feel from the fall of Adam and Eve 
in Genesis chapter 3 was really weigh-
ing on me, and I ended up writing a song 
of lament. Something similar to the book 
of Lamentations, only shorter (and not as 
good). I called it “Alexandria to Atlanta,” 
and the lyrics go like this:

This march has left us nothing sound
Its scent doth blanket wilderness
Its taste has tinged the cellar’s best
It’s found the springs beneath the ground

The masterpieces share our wounds
Our beauties, they must always lack
Each buttress bears a fatal crack
Our poems smolder ‘neath the ruins

Nothing sacred to the slaughter
All must bow to violence
It’s in our blood, and poisons hence
The lives and work of son and daughter

Writers much better than I don’t have to 
dream up sad situations to write sad songs. 
It seems that too often, before we will turn 
to the hope that can only be found in Jesus 
Christ, we feel the need to exhaust all our 
other hopes first. At this stage of 2020… 
how many of these other hopes are you still 
trying?

God never meant for sorrow to remain 
forever. Jesus was a man of sorrows, 
well-acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). He 
knows that if we will face up to the sadness 
of our situation, learning to lament what has 
been lost can be healing. Even more, it has 
a way of helping us reorganize the priorities 
we had before sorrow came along.  

There’s no doubt that many of the march-
es that humanity has been on have not been 
sound, and perhaps 2020 was a year that 
something had to give. Instead of trying to 
meet every wave of bad news with anger, 
how about another posture instead? What 
if we hit our knees in sorrow? Even con-
sider that we might be part of the problem? 
Lament might do us some good.

I’m a little obsessed with books, and 
many of my favorites were written by peo-
ple who have long-since died. So it pains 
me whenever I think about this incredible 
library that was once housed in Alexandria, 
Egypt. At its height in 200-300 B.C., this 

library supposedly housed anywhere from 
40,000 to 400,000 scrolls. Legend has it that 
at some point it all burned to the ground in a 
great battle—possibly between the Romans 
and the Egyptians.

One conflict, now all that history is gone.
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Every Life Tells A Story...

Allowing multiple marijuana businesses ignores 
master plan

Our quaint little town of Cedar Springs is 
facing a major threat to the character and val-
ues of its citizens and businesses alike.  By po-
tentially opening up our downtown and the city 
as a whole to multiple marijuana businesses, 
the City Council has completely ignored our 
Master Plan’s vision for our fair city. 

The Master Plan Vision states, “Cedar 
Springs will build upon its small-town charac-
ter by upgrading and reinforcing the downtown 
as a quaint center for community gatherings, 
recreation, specialty shopping and governmen-
tal services.” Its economic goals, in part, are to 
“Attract specialty businesses downtown that 
will enhance the unique character of the area.” 
Housing plans are to promote the single-family 
character of Cedar Springs and also provide 
a broad mix of housing types downtown. The 
plan calls for making it comfortable and easy 
for people to walk and bicycle throughout the 
city.

The City Council totally ignored the Plan-
ning Commission’s recommendation against 
allowing marijuana businesses in the down-
town area. Our leadership is convinced that 
flooding the downtown with those businesses, 
for the purpose of renovating old buildings, 
is worth the risk to our community’s health, 
safety and general welfare. They are willing 
to try this “experiment” with little regard as to 

the possible damage it could do to our recently 
improved reputation in the area, our property 
values, and to current businesses.

Marijuana does not fit in our downtown. It 
does nothing to “enhance the unique character 
of the area” as described in the economic plan’s 
goals outlined in the Master Plan.  The word 
“quaint” means charming, sweet, attractive, 
and old-world.  That is what Cedar Springs 
is, a quaint little town where kids ride bikes, 
families walk downtown, and seniors feel safe.  
There is nothing quaint about armed guards 
standing outside a building on Main Street. 
There is nothing quaint about people lining up 
to be registered to go inside a marijuana shop. 

A three-year study in Denver showed an in-
crease in property crimes in the areas surround-
ing a marijuana shop, 83 a year over normal, or 
1.6 a week and it is in our neighborhoods that 
the threat would exist. Because it is a cash only 
business, there is a further threat of criminal ac-
tivity. Those businesses would be detrimental to 
the unique character and safely of the entire area. 
The Planning Commission can stop this from 
happening downtown. If they follow the guide-
lines for a special land, use there is no way they 
could approve a marijuana business down-
town. Those standards are listed in the City’s 
Ordinances.

Kathryn Bremmer
City of Cedar Springs

ROGER D. FIFIELD
Roger D. Fifield 
age 70 of Pierson 
died Thursday, 
August 20, 2020 
at his home. 
Roger was born 
April 28, 1950 in 
Grand Rapids, MI 
the son of Harold 
and Marguerite 
(Flintoff) Fifield. He retired from Denton 
Well Drilling but never slowed down. He 
was a hard worker who was always helping 
others in the neighborhood. He was the best 
dad and grandpa in the world. Surviving are 
his wife, Nance (VanOeffelen); children, 
Todd (Becky), Stacey (Josh) Meyerholtz; 
granddaughters, Sierra Fifield, Avery 
Meyerholtz; siblings, Robert (Lynn), 
Richard (Alice), Bonnie (Gary) Woodruff, 
Gary (Dixie), Jim (Sherry), Mary (Rix) 
Robinson, Gerald, Wayne (Terri), Janet 
(Gerald) Skelonc, Nancy (Jeff) Olsen, 
Dennis, Donnie, Patty (Jack) Price, Mark 
(Annette); many nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents and 
a nephew, Wayne. Visitation was held 
Tuesday, August 25 at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. A 
private family service was held Wednesday. 
Rev. Fr. Lam Le officiating. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital or the Renucci House.

Arangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

RICHARD SHINEW

Richard Shinew went to be with our Lord 
on August 21, 2020, after a long bout with 
Cancer. Richard was born on December 
19, 1963, lived with his mother, Margaret 
and helped tend to family farm. He was a 
simple man with a caring heart. Other than 
his bond with family and friends, Richard 
is well known for his sense of humor and 
enjoyed working on vehicles. He is survived 
by his mother, Margaret Shinew; siblings, 
Suzanna Dines and Robert Shinew; half 
siblings, Charles Shinew and LeAnne 
Obersig. He was proceeded in death by his 
father, LeRoy. Richard’s final wishes were 
to be cremated. A celebration of life will be 
determined later.
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

Fall Programs at HCNC
Sept. 8: Introducing new fall programming at Howard 
Christensen Nature Center. STEM and Branch Programs 
give your student socially-distanced socializing while 
exploring exciting hands-on, student-centered, outdoor 
project-based learning. Let us help you reduce the stress 
of virtual or homeschool with this exciting new option in 
the woods. Email: info@howardchristensen.org. #34,35p

Fall Rummage Sale
Sept. 17-19: The Sand Lake United Methodist Women’s 
Fall Rummnage Sale will be held on Thurs, Fri, & Sat 
September 17,18,&19 weather permitting. We have moved 
our annual sale up from October to September so we can 
be outside. We will be accepting donations on Friday and 
Sat. Sept 11&12 from 9-Noon at the Church. #34-38

Free performance of “We are Monsters” 
In the Heart of Cedar Springs Amphitheater

WHIMPERING WAM-
BAT! What a remarkable 
time we live in! Social dis-
tancing, designer face cov-
erings and now….Vegetari-
an Vampires!

These unusual creatures 
are just part of the cast that 
make up the Cedar Springs 

Community Players 
(CSCP) summer produc-
tion of “We are Monsters”. 
Summertime for the CSCP 
has always been dedicated 
to children’s theatre and 
this year is no exception. 
Directors Angela Wilbur 
and Erika Wood have put 

together an ensemble of 22 
child actors to sing, dance 
and tell a story of the Mon-
ster Cabaret which is held 
in an old warehouse. Three 
human children decide to 
explore the warehouse and 
stumble into a rock and 
roll rendition of “Howl at 
the Moon”, performed by 
a group of werewolves. 
The vampires soon take the 
stage and being their Rock-
ette version of “My Fangs 
Get in the Way”.

During rehearsals, several 
parents shared that they are 
so happy that their children 
have had the opportunity 
to perform. “The Directors 
have been so enthusiastic 
and are flexible with the 
rehearsal schedule given 
that we all are still juggling 
work, school and vacation 
time” one parent shared. 
The parents and players are 
working to make sure that 
the mandate is being man-
aged during rehearsals “My 
favorite part”, one parent 
shared “is that the direc-
tors are allowing the kids 
to develop their characters 
on their own and choreo-
graph their own routines”. 
This was so apparent when 
Maya Quigley who plays 
Oozy Lumpa, the sweet, but 
slimy monster who longs 
for her childhood friend, 
approached the stage and 

said to Director Erika “I 
think I choreographed my 
song, but is not real good 
right now”. “Show us” Eric 
encouraged “It’s your song, 
let’s do this”! Maya began 
to perform a soulful and 
well-choreographed rendi-
tion of “Be in Touch” which 
even included a COVID el-
bow bump! So clever and 
comical.

“We are Monsters” will 
be performed at the Amphi-
theater in the Heart of Ce-
dar Springs.  Performances 
will be August 28 & 29 at 
7:00 p.m. and August 30 at 
3:00 p.m. There will be no 
cost to see the performance. 
The park will allow for 
blankets and require social 
distancing guidelines be ad-
hered to. This performance 
is a tribute to our youth who 
have come as far away as 
Wyoming and Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan to have their 
children take part in this 
production. The CSCP asks 
that the audience practice 
any state issued policies and 
enjoy the energy this group 
of young people want to 
share with you.

Due to changes under the 
Governors order, please fol-
low us on facebook https://
www.facebook.com/Cedar-
springscommunityplayers 
to keep up to date on the 
performance. 

Cast members of “We are Monsters” will perform on the Amphitheater stage in the Heart of Cedar Springs this Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday.

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Monday-Friday 11am-9pm | Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm | Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Try our American fries, Crab Cake Benedict, 
Monte Cristo Or Breakfast Chimichanga!

Join Us for BrUnch 
EvEry satUrday and 
sUnday from 10am-2pm

BLOODY MARY’S 
and MIMOSAS are 
HANDCRAFTED BY 
OUR BARTENDERS 
especially for you.

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9
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                                                                                          ANSWERS - on page 13

No returns
A reader who asked not to be named, shared this true 

but funny story with us:
Around our 20th wedding anniversary my husband 

and I were having dinner at my parent’s house. The con-
versation was not about our anniversary, nor anything in 
particular. We were all quietly enjoying the meal when 
my husband looked across the table at my Mother and 
matter-of-factly said, “You had her for 20 years, I had 
her for 20 years, now it’s your turn again.”

I thought my father was going to choke on the bite 
of food he just put in his mouth, while trying to stifle 
a laugh. 

At the time, I did not think it was funny, but it didn’t 
take long for me to see the humor in it. Anyway, he did 
not get rid of me and they did not take me back and we 
have been married 50 years.



able in some parts of Mich-
igan, with an ample supply 
expected across the state and 
nation starting in early fall.

“It’s more important than 
ever for Michiganders every-
where to get your flu vaccine. 
Preventing the flu will help 
us save lives and preserve 
the health care resources 
we need to continue fight-
ing COVID-19,” said Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer. “Every 
flu-related hospitalization we 
see this season will put an ad-
ditional strain on Michigan’s 
economy and our health care 
systems and hospitals. Our 
hospitals are still reeling from 
the spring COVID-19 hospi-
talizations and are working to 
prepare for a potential second 

wave of the virus. I encourage 
everyone to get their flu vac-
cine, and tell your friends and 
family to do the same.”

The flu vaccine campaign – 
Facing the Flu Together – will 
include multiple media sourc-
es including TV and connected 
TV, social and digital media, 
podcasts, print and radio ad-
vertising. Ads and messages 
will begin Aug. 31 and reach 
audiences across Michigan, 
including targeting the most 
vulnerable and at-risk popu-
lations. An updated flu vac-
cine website at Michigan.gov/
Flu also launched today with 
comprehensive resources with 
more information soon to be 
added.
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MDHHS launches campaign urging  
residents to get flu vaccine
State sets goal of giving 33 percent more flu vaccines 
this year

Heart attacks and strokes 
don’t stop during a pandemic

It takes about two weeks after vaccination for antibodies that 
protect against flu to develop in the body. Photo from cdc.gov.

LANSING, Mich. The 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) announced this 
week that it is launching a 
statewide media campaign en-
couraging Michiganders to get 
their flu vaccine this fall and 
help prevent an outbreak of a 
second communicable disease 
that – with COVID-19 still 
very much a concern – could 
put our state’s economy and 
health care system at greater 
risk.

Last flu season, an estimated 
3.2 million people in Michi-
gan received a flu vaccine as 
documented in the Michigan 
Care Improvement Registry 
(MCIR). While reporting dos-
es to the MCIR is strongly en-
couraged, it is not mandatory 
for adults aged 20 years and 
older. The state has set a goal 
of achieving a 33 percent in-
crease in flu vaccination this 
season, which means more 
than 1 million people over last 
flu season. To accurately re-
flect how many Michiganders 
are receiving flu vaccine this 
season, reporting all doses to 
the MCIR is vital.

The vaccine is already avail-

(BPT) - During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
doctors across the nation are reporting a sharp 
decline in patients coming to the hospital for 
heart attacks and strokes. These conditions 
don’t stop during a pandemic, and the de-
cline has doctors worried that many people 
experiencing symptoms may not be seeking 
treatment, or that they are seeking treatment 
only after their condition has worsened. De-
laying care could pose a significant threat to 
your health.

“Heart attacks and strokes required emer-
gency care before the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
they continue to require emergency care now,” 
said Dr. Sean D. Pokorney, MBA, assistant pro-
fessor of medicine in the division of cardiology 
at Duke University School of Medicine. “If you 
are experiencing symptoms, contact your doctor 
or call 911 now, as you may need immediate 
care to save your life.”

Contact your doctor for these heart attack and 
stroke symptoms

You may be having a heart attack if you have 
symptoms such as:

*  chest pain
*  difficulty breathing
*  discomfort in your chest, arms, back, 

neck, shoulder or jaw
You may be having a stroke if you are expe-

riencing:
*  numbness, weakness or loss of move-

ment in your face, leg or arm, especially 
on one side

*  loss of balance
*  confusion, including trouble speaking or 

understanding
Health experts urge you to contact your doctor 

or call 911 if you are experiencing any of these 

symptoms.
Hospitals have safety measures in place to 

protect you
Patients may be understandably nervous about 

going to a hospital during COVID-19, but hos-
pitals have implemented many safety measures 
to protect you from the coronavirus. These facil-
ities are ready now to safely care for you if you 
are experiencing serious health issues.

“Hospitals are doing everything possible to 
ensure the safety of patients who need critical 
care,” said Pokorney. “With all of these mea-
sures, going to the hospital is probably at least 
as safe as going to the grocery store. Certainly 
the consequences of not seeking timely care for 
heart attacks and strokes are far greater than the 
risk of COVID-19 exposure in the hospital.”

Facilities have implemented routine screening 
procedures to evaluate if any visitors entering the 
facility might have a risk of COVID-19 expo-
sure, even before they step foot inside the build-
ing. Many facilities are separating COVID-19 
patients into separate wards or buildings to 
ensure other patients are protected and not ex-
posed. Routinely checking temperatures, masks 
                                                HEART- continues on page 12
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NO MATTER WHAT 
HAPPENS THIS SCHOOL YEAR, 

BE PROUD OF YOURSELF, 
YOUR RESILIENCE AND 

YOUR ABILITY TO ADAPT TO 
EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES. 

SPARTA CHEVY IS PROUD OF 
EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU!

 
8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791

w w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o mw w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o m

No matter what happens 
this school year, 

be proud of yourself, 
your resilience and 

your ability to adapt to 
extreme circumstances. 

Robinson’s Septic is proud of 
each and everyone of you!

 

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC TANK CLEANING, LLC

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo 
Counties and Surrounding Areas

616-636-5565 
or 616-951-7171

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

FAMILY FEATURES 

If there’s one constant this year, it’s change. With another school 
year comes even more change, but you can help your family make 
a smooth transition with some planning and preparation.

Allow time for adjustments. After months of later bedtimes and laid-
back schedules, kids and parents alike need a little time to adjust to a new 
mindset. Start gradually dialing back bedtime and scheduling time for 
educational activities and lunchtime a few weeks before school begins. 
This gives you plenty of time to work out any glitches while avoiding the 
resistance and disruption that more abrupt changes can bring.
Map out a visual guide. Especially after spending more time at 
home, having everyone headed in different directions may feel a bit 
overwhelming. This may be particularly true if your school model requires 
non-traditional scheduling or if you’re making a return to a more rigorous 

extracurricular activity schedule. For younger kids and those who learn 
better by seeing than hearing, a visual representation can help illustrate 
how schedules will be changing. Color coding by person or activity can 
help everyone understand who should be where and when.
Make evenings easier. A household with school-age kids is seemingly 
bustling all the time, but evenings are often especially busy with activities, 
homework and other commitments competing for attention. Gathering 
everyone around the table for a meal may be a challenge, so when you 
do succeed, give yourself permission to shave time where you can. For 
example, keeping disposable tableware on-hand lets you skip the cleanup 
on nights you don’t want to do dishes and spend more time assisting with 
science projects and cheering on athletic teams. Premium options like 
Chinet Classic White plates are strong enough for the heaviest, messiest 
meals so you don’t have to worry about spills and leaks.

Set a positive tone. Transitions happen more easily when the destination 
is exciting and appealing. Help kids get excited about a return to school 
by talking about what they’re looking forward to and offering reassurance 
about their concerns. Allow kids to put a personal touch on supplies 
they’ll be excited to use, such as a new backpack or headphones for 
online learning. Put simply, model positivity for students to mirror 
as they head into a new school year. 
Spend family time together. At the end of each day, once everyone 
is done with school and work, make some time for a physical activity 
the whole family can participate in. Whether it’s a walk around the 
neighborhood to get some fresh air or a game of tag or soccer in the 
backyard, getting active together can be an easy way to spend time 
winding down and bonding.
Look for more inspiration to ease your family’s return to learning  
at MyChinet.com.

How you begin each day sets the tone for the hours that follow. Put yourself on course for a successful, 
stress-free day by eliminating hassles and introducing some tricks to make each morning as convenient 
as possible. 

Find a routine that works: Numerous parenting experts recommend routines for children, but they’re 
beneficial for grownups, too. A regular routine takes the guesswork out of what comes next so you can 
go through the motions of getting ready before your brain is fully engaged. There’s no perfect order for 
getting things done, just find what works best for your family. With a little trial and error, you can create 
a system that gives you peace of mind that every box gets checked before the family scatters in different 
directions each morning.

Wake up prepared: Even the best routines sometimes go awry, so it’s a good idea to plan ahead 
and minimize the impact. Using the evening to ensure each student has everything he or she needs 
for the next school day eliminates a lot of commotion in the morning. Designate a place for school 
items, whether it’s a hook or spot by the door for backpacks or a cubby near the home school 
space. Use the same approach to select and lay out clothes for everyone before bed.

Rev up all your senses: Creating positive energy can be a whole-body experience. Add some 
upbeat music, throw open the blinds and get that coffee brewing. Signaling to your senses that it’s 
time to take on a new day can help you shake off any lingering drowsiness and shift into a more 
productive mode. It’s an approach that is both practical and fun, so you’re setting a positive tone 
for the whole family.

Take your java on the go: It’s not always realistic to sit and savor your first cup of coffee, but 
that doesn’t mean you should sacrifice your morning energy burst. Many experts suggest avoiding 
coffee on an empty stomach, so taking it on the go and using your limited time to grab a bite to eat 
is a better alternative. Brew your cup and go with an option like the Chinet Comfort Cup insulated 
hot cup, which has double-layer insulation and an easy fit snap-and-go lid to make taking your 
coffee on the road (or around the block on a morning walk) convenient and comfortable.

School season tips 
for productive days 
and restful nights

Back to School
Three ways families can better prepare 
for the school year

(BPT) - The beginning of a new school 
year always means change, but this back-
to-school season will look a bit different. 
Whether students are taught virtually or in 
a classroom environment, it will create chal-
lenges for teachers, families and kids alike. 
Kleenex® brand child wellness expert and 
board-certified attending family physician, 
Deborah Gilboa, M.D., weighs in with her 
top tips for families to help prepare for the 
upcoming school year.

Identify the right resources 
One thing in high demand for teachers this 

year is support from communities. It’s im-
portant to ensure teachers have the resources 
they need to lead student learning for both 
online and in-person settings. Everything 
from basic supplies to materials that pro-
mote learning and overall well-being can 
help kids manage stress, but teachers often 
need help acquiring those supplies. That’s 
why Kleenex® brand is donating up to $1.2 

million in 2020 to fund requests from teach-
ers on the education nonprofit crowdfunding 
site DonorsChoose.

“When students have the resources they 
need to learn and stay well, achievement 
can thrive,” said Charles Best, founder of 
DonorsChoose. “This upcoming school year 
holds many unknowns for educators, and 
we’re grateful for this support from Kleen-
ex® brand, which has helped equip over 
2,500 teachers and 176,500 students with 
materials they need to continue learning.”

Prepare for a new routine 
A big part of going back to school is get-

ting into a new routine as a family and be-
ing flexible knowing things will continue to 
change. Gilboa recommends introducing a 
similar school schedule weeks before school 
starts, so parents are able to help children ad-
just and make changes as needed.

“Having kids practice what is expected 
of them with these new guidelines will help 

them feel more prepared when it’s time for 
school to start,” says Gilboa. “Whether it’s 
packing their backpack or starting the morn-
ing with structured activities such as reading 
or coloring, having this routine will help kids 
transition better into the school year.”

Don’t underestimate a child’s stress 
Research shows that most elementary 

school children report some symptoms of 
nerves or anxiety around returning to school 
each year. In these unprecedented times, 
those numbers are expected to rise dramati-
cally. According to Gilboa, the biggest signs 
of stress to look out for in kids include be-
havior, sleep and appetite changes, difficulty 
with normal communication, or not enjoying 
things they normally do.

“Kids will pick up on their parents’ stress 
leading up to the school year, so it’s import-
ant to remember to manage your stress and 
reactions appropriately,” said Gilboa. “To 

help understand your kids’ true feelings, ask 
questions to encourage them to share good 
and bad experiences. This way, when your 
child is going through something stressful, 
they have the practice and expectation that 
they can talk about it with their parents.”

Parents can start by encouraging kids to 
share a couple of good things that happened 
in the day, and also a challenge. Questions 
could include “what moment made you 
smile today” or “tell me about a moment you 
wish you could erase.”

The upcoming school year will feel over-
whelming but taking extra time to under-
stand and communicate with kids and their 
teachers will help everyone feel more in 
control and prepared for the school year. To 
join Kleenex® brand in funding the resourc-
es needed for students and teachers this year, 
please visit DonorsChoose.org/Kleenex.

(StatePoint) Whether your 
child is learning in a class-
room or digitally, establish-
ing a steady family dynamic 
is essential to a successful 
school year.

One area where this is par-
ticularly important is ensuing 
that kids and parents alike get 
plenty of sleep. Good sleep 
equates to better health and 
performance, stronger im-

mune systems, and plays a 
key role in the ability to learn, 
solve problems, and maintain 
a healthy mental outlook. 
Setting a regular bedtime and 
wake time, limiting screen 
time before bed, and turning 
to solutions such as Natrol 
Melatonin Gummies or Fast 
Dissolve can help get more 
restful sleep. To learn more, 
visit natrol.com.

Kids crave routine: it lets 
them know they are in a se-
cure and loving environment 
and helps them perform bet-
ter at school. Maintaining the 
same mealtime, down time 
and bedtime routines that you 
would during a typical school 
year can help establish a 
sense of normalcy during this 
period of uncertainty.
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FAMILY FEATURES 

If there’s one constant this year, it’s change. With another school 
year comes even more change, but you can help your family make 
a smooth transition with some planning and preparation.

Allow time for adjustments. After months of later bedtimes and laid-
back schedules, kids and parents alike need a little time to adjust to a new 
mindset. Start gradually dialing back bedtime and scheduling time for 
educational activities and lunchtime a few weeks before school begins. 
This gives you plenty of time to work out any glitches while avoiding the 
resistance and disruption that more abrupt changes can bring.
Map out a visual guide. Especially after spending more time at 
home, having everyone headed in different directions may feel a bit 
overwhelming. This may be particularly true if your school model requires 
non-traditional scheduling or if you’re making a return to a more rigorous 

extracurricular activity schedule. For younger kids and those who learn 
better by seeing than hearing, a visual representation can help illustrate 
how schedules will be changing. Color coding by person or activity can 
help everyone understand who should be where and when.
Make evenings easier. A household with school-age kids is seemingly 
bustling all the time, but evenings are often especially busy with activities, 
homework and other commitments competing for attention. Gathering 
everyone around the table for a meal may be a challenge, so when you 
do succeed, give yourself permission to shave time where you can. For 
example, keeping disposable tableware on-hand lets you skip the cleanup 
on nights you don’t want to do dishes and spend more time assisting with 
science projects and cheering on athletic teams. Premium options like 
Chinet Classic White plates are strong enough for the heaviest, messiest 
meals so you don’t have to worry about spills and leaks.

Set a positive tone. Transitions happen more easily when the destination 
is exciting and appealing. Help kids get excited about a return to school 
by talking about what they’re looking forward to and offering reassurance 
about their concerns. Allow kids to put a personal touch on supplies 
they’ll be excited to use, such as a new backpack or headphones for 
online learning. Put simply, model positivity for students to mirror 
as they head into a new school year. 
Spend family time together. At the end of each day, once everyone 
is done with school and work, make some time for a physical activity 
the whole family can participate in. Whether it’s a walk around the 
neighborhood to get some fresh air or a game of tag or soccer in the 
backyard, getting active together can be an easy way to spend time 
winding down and bonding.
Look for more inspiration to ease your family’s return to learning  
at MyChinet.com.

How you begin each day sets the tone for the hours that follow. Put yourself on course for a successful, 
stress-free day by eliminating hassles and introducing some tricks to make each morning as convenient 
as possible. 

Find a routine that works: Numerous parenting experts recommend routines for children, but they’re 
beneficial for grownups, too. A regular routine takes the guesswork out of what comes next so you can 
go through the motions of getting ready before your brain is fully engaged. There’s no perfect order for 
getting things done, just find what works best for your family. With a little trial and error, you can create 
a system that gives you peace of mind that every box gets checked before the family scatters in different 
directions each morning.

Wake up prepared: Even the best routines sometimes go awry, so it’s a good idea to plan ahead 
and minimize the impact. Using the evening to ensure each student has everything he or she needs 
for the next school day eliminates a lot of commotion in the morning. Designate a place for school 
items, whether it’s a hook or spot by the door for backpacks or a cubby near the home school 
space. Use the same approach to select and lay out clothes for everyone before bed.

Rev up all your senses: Creating positive energy can be a whole-body experience. Add some 
upbeat music, throw open the blinds and get that coffee brewing. Signaling to your senses that it’s 
time to take on a new day can help you shake off any lingering drowsiness and shift into a more 
productive mode. It’s an approach that is both practical and fun, so you’re setting a positive tone 
for the whole family.

Take your java on the go: It’s not always realistic to sit and savor your first cup of coffee, but 
that doesn’t mean you should sacrifice your morning energy burst. Many experts suggest avoiding 
coffee on an empty stomach, so taking it on the go and using your limited time to grab a bite to eat 
is a better alternative. Brew your cup and go with an option like the Chinet Comfort Cup insulated 
hot cup, which has double-layer insulation and an easy fit snap-and-go lid to make taking your 
coffee on the road (or around the block on a morning walk) convenient and comfortable.



Rapid flight with ex-
ceptional maneuverabil-
ity allows dragonflies to 
challenge the flight skills 
of other insects and take 
them as food. They chal-
lenge our identification 
skills. We can identify 
them into major groups 
and even recognize 
some species easily. On 
the wing identification 
can be difficult. Along 
lake and stream edges, 
they land long enough 
for us to get a good 
viewing. Their eyesight 
is among the best in the 
insect world and they 
will take flight when ap-
proached too closely. 

Practice stalking 
skills when exploring 
outdoors. Move slowly 
when you approach a 
standing dragonfly and 
be careful not to allow 
your shadow to fall upon 
it. First distinguish be-
tween damselflies and 
dragonflies. Marilyn 
Keigley’s photographs 
show Ebony Jewelwing 
damselflies hold their 
wings together over their 
back and White-faced 
Meadowhawks hold wings to 
the side like other dragonflies. 

We were taught as kids to 
fear dragonflies because “darn-
ers” would sew our mouths 
shut. We ran for the safety of 
homes when we saw a Green 
Darner. Many of us were 
raised with misconceptions. 
Hopefully we do better help-
ing our children appreciate the 
wonder and beauty that thrives 
in yards and do not instill fear. 

The Ebony Jewelwing male 
has all black wings and the fe-
male has white spots near the 
wing tips. Which sex is pic-
tured? Damselfly eyes do not 
touch each other. Dragonfly 
eyes touch on top of the head 
in most cases. The large com-
pound eyes are composed of 
tiny individual eye facets that 
allow them to view their entire 
surroundings at once. Move-
ment attracts their attention 
and focuses attention to a con-
fined area.

Movement will alert a stand-
ing dragonfly of your presence. 
By moving very slowly you 
can approach closely before it 
takes flight. When the agile in-
sect flies, it maneuvers quickly 
in pursuit of mosquitos or oth-
er prey.

Colors of the rainbow are 
encased on their exoskele-
tons. Our skeleton is uniform 
in color and hidden inside our 

body. The Odonata (dragon-
flies and damselflies) wear 
their skeleton on the outside 
with muscles attached inside. 
To move wings, their muscles 
pull in different directions on 
the inside to make the wings 
go up or down by reshaping 
the thorax. The thorax where 
wings are attached is between 
the head in front and the long 
thin abdomen that contains 
digestive and reproductive or-
gans behind.  

Different species have iri-
descent color patterns. Many 
of the larger dragonflies like 
darners (the ones we were 
taught would sew our mouths 
shut) have yellow, blue, or 
green stripes angled on the side 
of the thorax. They are among 
the largest and have beautiful 
checker colored abdomens. 
August and September is mi-
gration season for some of the 
large dragonflies. The three-
inch insects will travel south to 
a warm climate and reproduce. 
Their offspring will munch 
their way north as rapidly as 
spring allows small insect 
availability.

A group of dragonflies 
known as clubtails has a swol-
len tip at the end of the thin 
abdomen giving them their 
name. The skimmers like the 
meadowhawks, twelve-spot-
ted skimmer, common white-
tail, Halloween pennant, and 

widow skimmer have wider 
abdomens of various colors. 
Skimmers are smaller than 
darners and clubtails. Start 
dragonfly enjoyment by ob-
serving differences among 
groups like darners, clubtails, 
and skimmers. 

When comfortable notice 
more subtle differences. The 
white-faced Meadowhawk 
clearly shows a white face. 
There are cherry-faced, ru-
by-faced, and others. The scar-
let abdomen with black checks 
along the sides adds brilliance 
among wildflowers. Wander 
fields for Meadowhawks but 
do not expect them only in 
meadows. Their ecological 
nature niche is broader. Drag-
onflies and damselflies require 
water for egg laying. Young 
develop and spend the winter 
as predators feeding on aquatic 
organisms in healthy flowing 
or still waters.

Close focusing binoculars 
that focus to six feet are best. 
Those focusing to 10 to 15 feet 
work. Those focusing at 30 
to 35 feet prevent easy iden-
tification. You might choose 
to improve your stalking skill 
rather than buy close focusing 
binocs. Check prices to find a 
pair that is affordable and good 
for dragonflies, butterflies and 
birds.

Natural history questions or 
topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Muel-
ler) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanc-
tuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or 
call 616-696-1753.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

D ra gon s  a n d  d am se ls
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Ranger Steve
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NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS THIS 
SCHOOL YEAR, BE PROUD OF 

YOURSELF, YOUR RESILIENCE AND 
YOUR ABILITY TO ADAPT TO 
EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES. 

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY 
IS PROUD OF EACH AND 
EVERY ONE OF YOU!

 

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-9740
GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Ebony Jewelwing damselfly. Photo by Marilyn Kiegley.

DNR sends firefighters, 
engines to help fight 
California wildfires

 Captured on 19 August 2020, this Copernicus Sentinel-3 image shows the extent of the smoke 
from fires currently ablaze in California, US. Amid the blistering heatwave, which is in its third 
week, there are around 40 separate wildfires across the state. Record high temperatures, strong 
winds and thunderstorms have created the dangerous conditions that have allowed fires to 
ignite and spread. The fires are so extreme in regions around the San Francisco Bay Area that 
thousands of people have been ordered to evacuate. Photo by European Space Agency (ESA).

The first wave of Michi-
gan Department of Natural 
Resources firefighters is pre-
paring equipment to leave for 
California with off-road fire 
engines to help fight raging 
wildfires there.

“The California wildfires 
have devastated thousands 
of families, and Michigan is 
ready to help in any way we 
can,” said Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer. “The highly trained 
firefighters from the Mich-
igan DNR regularly assist 
other parts of the country that 
are in need. Just like when 
California sent us ventilators 
in the heat of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we’re prepared to 

help our friends on the West 
Coast protect families, busi-
nesses, and wildlife from 
these fires.”

DNR firefighters volunteer 
for out-of-state assignments 
through a nationwide coop-
erative system and may be 
assigned to any state in need. 
Firefighters are matched with 
the area that has the greatest 
need for their skills and equip-
ment. Plenty of firefighters 
also stay home to make sure 
Michigan’s needs are covered 
while volunteer teams are 
working elsewhere.

Currently, 15 states from 
Florida to Alaska are battling 
wildfires, with most concen-

trated in western states. Wild-
fires have engulfed vineyards 
in California, forced thou-
sands to evacuate and burned 
homes and businesses. Fire-
fighters in Arizona, Oregon 
and Colorado also are fighting 
multiple blazes at once.

Out-of-state assignments 
are valuable to firefighters 
who want to increase their ex-
perience and learn skills they 
can use to fight fires at home. 
Michigan is fully reimbursed 
for expenses when firefighters 
travel to assist other states.

Learn more about the 
DNR’s wildland firefighting 
program at Michigan.gov/
FireManagement.

White-faced Meadowhawk dragonfly. Photo by Marilyn Kiegley.
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SUMMERSUMMERBloomin’Bloomin’
Th re e  ways t o  m a ke  you r  ya rd  a  sa f e  h ave n  f o r  be a u t i f u l  b i rd s

Fall lawn care tips
by Melinda Myers

 

Make your backyard a safe haven for birds. Photo (c) JillianCain / iStock via Getty Images Plus.

(StatePoint) Without a few measures in 
place, your home and garden could be haz-
ardous to birds. Here are some great ways 
to create a safe haven for beautiful flying 
visitors.

• Garden organically: Conventional pesti-
cides can be toxic to birds, so ditch the dan-
gerous chemicals. Did you know that there 
are essential oils that you can use instead 
that will do the job of warding off pests 
without harming birds—or people for that 
matter? Protecting birds is not only the right 
thing to do, but their health and safety helps 
ensure their ability to feed on the very pests 
you’re trying to eliminate.

• Make windows visible: Your beautiful 
view can be a safety hazard to birds. Each 
year, millions of wild birds are killed in 
the U.S. alone by striking windows. Fortu-
nately, there’s an easy action you can take 
to prevent this from happening, and it is 
to apply decals that reflect ultraviolet sun-
light to your home’s windows, particularly 
those windows that are highly reflective 
of open sky. Doing so has been proven to 
substantially reduce the likelihood of bird 
strikes. Those from WindowAlert feature 

patterns that give the 
appearance of slightly 
frosted translucent glass, 
but glow like a stoplight 
for birds. The brand also 
makes WindowAlert UV 
Liquid, a high-tech liquid 
that offers even greater 
protection when applied 
between decals. To learn 
more, visit WindowAlert.
com.

• Introduce birdfeeders, 
mindfully: Birdfeeders 
attract birds to your yard 
and give them a place to 
rest and refuel. However, 
it’s important not to unin-
tentionally create a safety 
hazard with this addition. 
Because feeding birds 
are easily frightened and apt to take wild, 
evasive flight, the risk of birds striking 
windows can be elevated near birdfeeders. 
By using window decals, as well as by po-
sitioning feeders closer than three feet or 
farther than 30 feet from windows, you can 

create a safer space. Already have birdfeed-
ers? Take a look at their current placement 
and make changes as needed.

“This season, becoming a better envi-
ronmental steward starts right in your own 
backyard. By making a few small updates 

to your home and garden, you can pro-
tect the lives of wild birds,” says Spencer 
Schock, founder of WindowAlert.

A healthy lawn is the best defense against weeds.  Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com
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As summer transitions into 
fall, it is time to help lawns 
recover from summer stress. 
Let the weather and the con-
dition of your lawn help you 
develop a plan suited to your 
landscape.

Continue mowing actively 
growing lawns. Mow high, 
leaving cool season grass-
es like bluegrass and fes-
cues at least 2 ½ preferably 
3 ½ inches tall after cutting. 
Warm season grasses like 
bermudagrass, carpetgrass, 
centipedegrass and zoysia 
should be grown at 1 to 2 
inches tall, while St. Augus-
tine should a bit higher at 2 
to 3 inches for best results. 
Taller grass is better able 
to compete with weeds, is 
more drought tolerant and 
less susceptible to insects 
and disease. 

Mow often, removing no 
more than one third the to-
tal height. Leave short clip-
pings on the lawn. They will 
quickly break down, adding 
organic matter, moisture and 
nutrients to the soil. Run 

your mower over long clip-
pings to reduce their size and 
speed decomposition.

 As the tree leaves begin 
to fall just mow them into 
small pieces and leave them 
on the lawn. As long as you 
can see the grass blades 
through the shredded leaves 
your lawn will be fine. And 
just like the clippings, they 
add nutrients and organic 
matter to the soil.

Fertilize lawns in early 
September and high mainte-
nance northern lawns again 
around Halloween, but al-
ways before the ground 
freezes. Make sure the last 
fertilizer application to 
warm season grasses is at 
least one month prior to the 
average first killing frost.

 A healthy lawn is the best 
defense against weeds.  Even 
with proper care these un-
wanted plants can bully their 
way into your lawn.  Try dig-
ging, root and all, to remove 
small populations of weeds.  
Think of it as a workout or 
way to reduce stress.

If you decide to use a weed 
killer, try spot treating weeds 
or problem areas to mini-
mize the amount of chemical 
used. Select the least toxic or 
an organic product whenev-
er possible. Whether using 
traditional or environmental-
ly friendly products read and 
follow label directions care-
fully.  All these products are 
plant killers and can cause 
damage to other plants if not 
applied properly.

Fall, when the cool season 
grasses are actively growing, 
is also the best time to core 
aerate or dethatch lawns suf-
fering from thatch build up 
or compacted soil. Overseed 
thin lawns after core aeration 
or dethatching. You’ll have 
better results once the thatch 
layer is removed or openings 
exist for the grass seeds to 
contact the soil and sprout.

Those growing warm 
season grasses should 
wait until the lawn greens 
up in spring or is actively 
growing in early summer. 
Avoid doing this when 

the weather is hot and dry. 
Begin implementing some 
of these strategies and soon 
you’ll be on your way to 
a healthier, better looking 
lawn for the coming growing 
season.

Melinda Myers is the au-
thor of more than 20 garden-
ing books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 

The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD 
series and the nationally-
syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a 
columnist and contributing 
editor for Birds & 
Blooms magazine and 
her web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607



PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.
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Brownlee – 4-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Brownlee! 
Brownlee is a quiet 
guy that seems to 
enjoy the simple 
things in life. He can 
be a little shy at first 
but give him time to 
come out of his shell 
and he’ll let his true 
personality shine! 

Who can resist that adorable fedora and bow tie?
Brownlee is available for adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org

Copper – 7-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair

Copper is a sweet and 
gorgeous girl who likes 
playing in paper grocery 
bags and chasing insects. 
She gives kisses to get 
your attention.  Her 
former owner said 
“Copper is a little timid 
at first but loves to play 
and cuddle. She is happy 
watching birds out 
the window and loves 
napping in sunbeams.”
Copper is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org
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Piano lessons available 
through Skype or in the 
studio for the Cedar Springs/
Sparta/Kent City/Sand Lake 
area. 616-696-4505 or email 
merryspiano@yahoo.com, 
website: merryspiano.com. 
#33-36p

Direct Support Professional - 
We are looking for people who 
are motivated to provide the 
best possible supports for adults 
with developmental disabilities 
in the Rockford, Sparta and 
Cedar Springs area. Work in a 
specialized residential home.  
Part time positions available on 
2nd/3rd shift, with paid training 
and benefits. Valid Michigan 
driver’s license and drug screen 
required. Competitive starting 
wages. Contact Courtney Geer 
at 616-827-4160 or Email 
cgeer@spectrumhuman.org. 
for more information. EEO/
AA/H. #35,36b

LOST RING: Emerald and 
diamond w/yellow gold in black 
ring box. If found, please call 
(616) 309-3950. REWARD!

Found: Prescription glasses 
found at Morley Park in Cedar 
Springs on Monday, August 
17th. Call the Cedar Springs 
Post Newspaper to identify, 
616-696-3655. #34

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

Candidates must be available Monday thru Friday, 
7:30AM-6PM and Saturday, 7:30AM-4PM.  

No Sunday hours.  Hourly wages plus overtime; 
benefits and paid vacation after one year.

Delivery Driver Opportunity
Seeking a Full time employee for deliveries and yard 
work. Candidate must have a chauffeur’s license and 

experience with building materials and mill-work 
equipment. A Hilo license is preferred. Be at least 18 

years old.  Interested candidates call 616-696-0010 ext. 
4 to schedule an interview.

HELP 
WANTED

Customer Service Desk
Seeking a Full time Customer Service Desk employee. 

Candidate must have good communication skills, an aptitude 
for computers, and the ability to handle responsibility.  

Interested candidates should call 616-696-0010 ext. 5 to 
schedule an interview.

During the 2019-2020 flu season, the nation recorded 39 to 56 
million estimated cases of the flu, 18 to 26 million medical visits 
due to the flu and nearly half a million flu hospitalizations. Despite 
its comparison to the common cold, the flu is a very serious and 
potentially deadly disease, especially for children, older people 
and people with chronic health conditions. Last season, 187 chil-
dren died from the flu in the United States, including six children 
in Michigan.

“There is a lot of misinformation about the flu and the flu vac-
cine, but the science is clear: the flu can be deadly, and there are 
steps that we can take to protect against it,” said Dr. Joneigh Khal-
dun, MDHHS chief deputy for health and chief medical execu-
tive. “That’s why as a parent and a doctor, I make sure myself and 
my children are protected each year with a flu vaccine for their 
safety, and for my patients, friends and community.”

To support the effort to get Michiganders vaccinated against the 
flu, the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, Michigan Pri-
mary Care Association and the Franny Strong Foundation joined 
Governor Whitmer and MDHHS in calling on residents to get 
vaccinated. Michigan’s health care system, hospitals and health 
clinics will be ramping up efforts to vaccinate for the flu this fall 
and throughout the season.

Additionally, the state’s I Vaccinate campaign is working to ed-
ucate residents about the safety of vaccinating. In an effort to help 
parents protect their children from all serious vaccine-preventable 
diseases, I Vaccinate provides the facts parents need to make in-
formed decisions about vaccinations.

As the flu vaccine becomes available, Michiganders should 
contact their local health departments, physicians and pharma-
cies to schedule a time to get the flu shot, and to seek out credible 
sources like IVaccinate.org for answers to vaccine questions. For 
more information about the flu, visit Michigan.gov/Flu.

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7

and protective equipment for healthcare workers and other staff 
are some of the other measures that help to ensure a safe envi-
ronment.

Waiting now can cause complications later
Delaying treatment for a heart attack or stroke can have serious 

consequences, causing a bad condition to worsen and making re-
covery more difficult. For some patients, postponing care can be 
the difference between life and death.

“I’ve talked to patients who are experiencing symptoms of a 
heart attack or warning signs for sudden cardiac death and some 
are choosing to take their chances at home,” explained Pokorney. 
“The unfortunate result is that those patients may die at home or 
have worse long-term outcomes from the delays in care and that’s 
avoidable.”

The recovery period after a heart attack may also require critical 
care. “A heart attack is a potential risk factor for sudden cardi-
ac arrest, a life-threatening condition that occurs when the heart 
suddenly stops beating,” said Mary Newman, executive director 
of the Sudden Cardiac Arrest Foundation. “If you’ve had a heart 
attack, your doctor can help to determine if you are at risk and can 
discuss treatment options to keep you safe. But they can only help 
if you follow up on your symptoms.

“If you are having symptoms of a heart attack or stroke, getting 
care quickly is critical to your treatment and recovery. When you 
seek help immediately, the care you receive is more likely to be 
lifesaving, you can likely get better more quickly, and you can 
limit the damage to your heart and your overall health.”
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LEGAL LEGAL 
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BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

KENT DUMPSTER
local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

August 18, 2020.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Dorothy 
Willoughby
Board Members Absent: None
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Fire Depart-
ment Generator; Full Time Firefighter Wages & 
Vacation; Matt Schievink as Full Time Firefighter.  
Failed: none.
No action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment:  8:48 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org.
 
Dated:  August 27, 2020 Dorothy Willoughby, Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

County of Kent, Michigan
NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND 
SUMMARY OF TOWNSHIP 

ORDINANCE NO. 20-01
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

July 21, 2020, the Township Board of the Township 
of Spencer, Kent County, Michigan, adopted an 
Ordinance entitled the “Prohibition Against Use 
of Watercraft for Living Purposes Ordinance”. 
The principal provisions of the ordinance may be 
summarized as follows:

1. Prohibition.  Section 1 of the Ordinance 
prohibits the use of watercraft for living 
purposes on any body of water in the 
Township. The Ordinance does not apply 
to watercraft located on private land or 
alongside a private dock. Watercraft 
includes any vessel capable of floating on 
water. 

2. Penalties.  Section 3 of the Ordinance 
provides that a violation of the ordinance is a 
municipal civil infraction. Violation of Section 1 
results in a fine of not less than $200 nor more than 
$600 for the first offense and not less than $1,000 
nor more than $2,500 for subsequent offenses. For 
purposes of this Ordinance, “subsequent offense” 
means a violation of this Ordinance committed by 
the same person within 12 months of a previous 
violation. Each day that such violation occurs 
shall constitute a separate offense. In addition, 
the Township may seek injunctive relief. Violation 
of this ordinance is a nuisance per se. 

3. Effective Date.  The ordinance will 
become effective September 26, 2020. A copy 
of the amending ordinance may be inspected or 
purchased at the office of the Spencer Township 
Clerk, 14960 Meddler Avenue, Gowen, Michigan, 
during normal business hours. 

 
Dated:  August 27, 2020     

TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Say, “I saw it in 
The POST!”

scope of the governor’s authority under the EPGA,” the court 
wrote.

The majority ruled the EPGA constitutional and declined to ad-
dress whether the EMA authorized Whitmer’s actions, calling the 
matters “moot.”

Republicans had argued the 1945 law only applied to local 
emergencies.

The court ruled “the plain and unambiguous language” of the 
two laws didn’t support that argument.

“We find it more than a bit disconcerting that the very govern-
mental body that delegated authority to governors to confront 
public emergencies – and holds and has held the exclusive power 
to change it – steps forward 75 years later to now assert that it un-
constitutionally delegated unconstrained authority,” the majority 
wrote in the opinion.

Tukel dissented, citing the EMA, which specifically names “ep-
idemic.” The EPGA doesn’t.

Whitmer’s press secretary Tiffany Brown said in a statement 
that the “Court of Appeals handed the governor a complete and 
decisive win in her efforts to protect the people of Michigan from 
this once-in-a-lifetime global pandemic. This decision recognizes 
that the Governor’s actions to save lives are lawful and her orders 
remain in place.”

The fight isn’t over yet.
Whitmer could lose her powers through an appeal to the Mich-

igan Supreme Court or through the Unlock Michigan campaign 
seeking to repeal the 1945 rule.

House Speaker Lee Chatfield, R-Levering, tweeted Friday that 
the “The Court of Appeals got it wrong today.”

“Our Constitution is clear, and separation of powers is real,” 
Chatfield said. “No Governor, Republican or Democrat, can have 
unilateral control over a state based solely on their judgment. This 
precedent is extremely dangerous. We will now go to the MSC.”

Unlock Michigan spokesman Fred Wszolek told The Center 
Square that within five weeks, they have gathered 200,00 signa-
tures out of the 340,047 required to repeal the law.

“The Court of Appeals has made it clear that the only way to add 
checks and balances in government is for the people to take charge 
and insist upon it with this petition,” Wszolek said. “COVID is still 
a problem, but the emergency has ended. What hasn’t ended is the 
governor’s state of emergency that allows her to rule by decree.

“That’s not the right way to govern. We have to get back to the 
normal order where elected representatives debate laws, and the 
public gets input.”

The Mackinac Center for Public Policy also criticized the rule.
“The separation of powers prevents the governor from having 

unlimited, unilateral and indefinite power,” Patrick Wright, vice 
president of legal affairs at the Mackinac Center, said in a state-
ment. “Contrary to the Court of Appeals decision, the Legislature 
cannot pass laws that effectively amend this doctrine, which is es-
tablished in the Michigan Constitution. The separation of powers 
doctrine has existed for centuries to enhance liberty, protect free-
doms and lead to better policy decisions.”

You can read the official decision at https://content.govdelivery.
com/attachments/MIEOG/2020/08/21/file_attachments/1523443/
COA%20Ruling.PDF.

Crimes Against Children task force (ICAC), federal, tribal, 
state, and local law enforcement are working closely to-
gether to locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals who 
exploit children. The partners in Project Safe Childhood 
work to educate local communities about the dangers of 
online child exploitation, and to teach children how to pro-
tect themselves. For more information about Project Safe 
Childhood, please visit the following web site: www.proj-
ectsafechildhood.gov.

This case is being investigated by the Allegan County 
Sheriff’s Office and the FBI working together as part of 
the West Michigan Based Child Exploitation and Human 
Trafficking Task Force (WEBCHEX) and prosecuted by 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Daniel Mekaru.

GuiltyGuilty
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

the body of the 34-year-old missing boater was recovered 
about 8:24 a.m. He was then turned over to the Medical Exam-
iner to complete their investigation.  

Mecosta County Deputies were assisted by several agencies 
both Saturday and Sunday, including The Mecosta Township 
Fire/Rescue; Mecosta County EMS; Newaygo County Sher-
iff’s Office; Mason County Sheriff’s Office; Big Rapids De-
partment of Public Safety - Fire Division; Big Rapids Township 
Fire and Drone team; Mecosta County Hovercraft Team; Me-
costa County Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol; Mecosta County 
Sheriff’s Office Posse; Chippewa Fire; Department of Natu-
ral Resources; Morley Fire; Morton Township Fire; Newaygo 
County Dive Team; and Newaygo County Marine Patrol. 



From the Spotted: Driving High - NHTSA Impaired Driving Vid-

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHT-
SA) is reminding road users 
that drug-impaired driving is 
dangerous and illegal. Near-
ly, 45 percent of drivers who 
were killed in crashes, and were 
tested for drugs, tested positive 
(2017). Driving while impaired 
puts everyone on the road in 
danger. 

This Labor Day, and every day, remem-
ber that drug-impaired driving is danger-
ous and illegal. Marijuana can inhibit your 
brain function by negatively impacting 
your motor coordination and reaction time. 
Driving while drug-impaired puts you, your 
passengers, pedestrians and other people on 
the road in danger. From 2008 to 2017, of 
those drivers killed in crashes who were 
tested for marijuana, marijuana presence 
had nearly doubled.
F a s t  F a c t s

1. THC, the psychoactive component 
of marijuana, can slow reaction 
times, impair cognitive perfor-
mance and make it more difficult 
to keep a steady lane position.

2. There are many misconceptions 
about marijuana use, including 
rumors that marijuana can’t im-
pair you or that marijuana use can 
actually make you a safer driver. 
Several scientific studies indicate 

that this is false. 
3. It doesn’t matter what term you 

use: If you’re feeling a little high, 
buzzed or stoned, never get behind 
the wheel. If you do, you will be 
arrested for DUI.

B e  R e s p o n s i b l e :  H a v e  a  P l a n
1. Plan a safe and sober ride home 

ahead of time. If you’re hosting 
a party, make sure all your guests 
have a sober ride home.

2. If you have smoked or ingested an 
impairing substance, do not drive. 
If you know someone who is im-
paired, don’t let them get behind 
the wheel. 

3. If you see an impaired driver, 
call 911. And always wear your 
seat belt—it’s your best defense 
against impaired drivers.

To Learn more about NHTSA’s Impaired 
Driving campaign, watch the video at 
https://www.nhtsa.gov/campaign/if-you-
feel-different-you-drive-different-drive-
high-get-dui

As of August 25, 2020, 34 people died 
on Michigan roadways since 
last week making a total of 
633 this year. In addition, 
142 more were seriously in-
jured for a statewide total of 
3,026 to date. Compared to 
last year at this time there are 
37 more fatalities and 392 
fewer serious injuries.

Numbers are provided by 
the Michigan State Police.

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 14  Thursday, August 27, 2020

OUTDOORSOUTDOORSHEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS

AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

Spotted: Driving High How to  make  su re  you r  veh icle  
is re ady t o  ge t  ba ck  on  t he  road

(BPT) - During a season that’s usually devot-
ed to adventure, many have been forced to stick 
a little closer to home. When it’s finally time to 
return to your globetrotting ways, it’s vital to 
make sure your vehicle is ready.

That means taking active steps now, while 
cars are mostly idle. How to make sure they’re in 
top shape for the journeys to come? Charles, the 
Humble Mechanic, whose YouTube tips have 
helped millions get the most out of their vehi-
cles, offers these tips.
G e t  c h a r g e d  u p

It’s no surprise that you’re charged up for ad-
venture. As you wait for the pathway to become 
clearer, Charles said it’s important for your bat-
teries to stay charged, too.

“Things like big temperature swings and not 
being driven for extended periods of time cause 
extra strain on the vehicle battery,” he said. 
“With the average life span of a vehicle battery 
being three to five years, we want to do every-
thing we can to keep it healthy.”

The key to getting your battery in gear? Us-
ing it regularly will keep it charged. Other tips 
include making sure your car is locked - so all 
computer systems know to sleep - and unplug-
ging items from your cigarette lighter.
B e  e n t i r e l y  c o n fi d e n t

Tires are your car’s only safety device that 
touches the road. While you wait to head back 
onto the highway for an extended trip, make sure 
they’re in excellent working order.

There’s a danger to look out for if your car 
has been sitting for a long time: flat-spotting, or 
isolated flattening in parts of the tire that are in 
contact with the ground. The easiest fix: Drive 
your car at least once each week.

“Flat spotting is variable and worse with 
heavy vehicles,” said Nokian Tyres Director of 
Products Steve Bourassa. “Cold weather will 
make it more prominent. Some might see it 
overnight while others might only experience it 
after sitting for a week.”

If you’ve driven several miles and still feel vi-
bration, this may be the problem and you should 
take your car to a tire dealer.

Now is also a good time to make sure you’re 
driving the right tires.

“Seasonal tires are the optimal choice for those 
living in a northern climate,” Bourassa said. “It 
is important to change to appropriate tires for 

spring and summer. Winter tires will wear quick-
ly in hot weather, and braking distances will also 
increase compared to your summer rubber.”

If you drive one set of tires year-round but live 
in an area with unpredictable winters, it might be 
a good time to consider all-weather tires, which 
allow for year-round use but better protect you 
from wintry roads.

Once you’re confident you’re riding on the 
right tires, be sure they’re up to speed. Use the 
penny test to check tread depth and use a tire 
pressure gauge to ensure they’re properly in-
flated - you can typically find your car’s recom-
mended psi level inside the driver’s side door 
jamb or owner manual.

“It’s important to ensure appropriate infla-
tion pressures for your vehicle,” Bourassa said. 
“Also check the condition of your tires, looking 
for cracking or discoloration that could be a sign 
of damage. If you notice anything unusual, bring 
it to your tire dealer for an expert opinion.”
E m b r a c e  t h e  fl u i d  s i t u a t i o n

Next, make sure your car’s juices are flowing 
properly.

“There are about eight fluids in most cars,” 
Charles said. “That includes engine oil, trans-
mission fluid, coolant/antifreeze, power steering 
fluid, brake fluid, differential fluid, windshield 
washer fluid and, of course, gasoline.”

Check your dipstick to make sure your oil is 
at the right level. Check the other fluids while 
you’re at it, seeking out a dealer for help with 
tougher-to-measure fluids.
K e e p  y o u r  m o t o r  r u n n i n g

There’s one main rule of thumb Charles rec-
ommends: Keeping your car active, even though 
you aren’t able to go everywhere you want right 
now.

“Cars are meant to be driven,” Charles said. 
“Cars with high miles always seem to have 
fewer issues than cars that were barely driven. I 
take my cars for a cruise every 10-14 days. This 
gets the tires up to temperature and rolling, the 
fluids circulating and the battery charged. Win-
dows down and radio up is also good to clear 
the brain.”

Here’s to recharging now, so you’re ready 
for the days when the journey is beautiful once 
again.

Visit NokianTires.com/FreshStart for more 
ways to get the most out of your vehicle.

Not driving as often right now? 
Here’s how to keep your car fresh
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345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

866.553.3673

 % APR
FINANCING

www.vanderhydeford . com

*Not all buyers qualify for Ford Credit Financing 0% APR for 36 months at 
$27.78 per $1,000 financed, on select vehicles, regardless of down payment. 

Take delivery from an authorized Ford Dealer’s stock by 9/7/2020. Residency 
restrictions may apply. See dealer for qualifications.

FORD CREDIT
One of the many benefits of buying a Ford Certified  
Pre-Owned vehicle is flexible financing options from Ford Credit. 
Ask your Ford Dealer for the details on current offers.

FORD PROTECT®  
EXTENDED SERVICE PLAN
In addition to the Ford Certified Pre-Owned Vehicle Limited 
Warranty coverage you receive with your vehicle, you may 
also purchase additional Ford Protect Extended Service Plan 
coverages. By choosing a Ford Protect Extended Service  
Plan, you add additional coverage to your vehicle in terms  
of time, mileage or covered components.

GENUINE PARTS
Only Genuine Ford Motorcraft® or Ford Authorized Remanufactured 
Parts are used in the reconditioning process of Ford Certified  
Pre-Owned vehicles.

For more information, please contact:

Roadside Assistance 
1-800-241-3673

Customer Relationship Center 
1-800-392-3673

Ford Credit Customer Service 
1-800-727-7000

Motorcraft® is a registered trademark of Ford Motor Company.

FCPO-BROCHURE-18   10/18
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FOR 36 MONTHS*0
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What Is Your
 Perfect Fit?

141111 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI

mykccu.com

M O R T G A G E S  F R O M
K E N T  C O U N T Y  C R E D I T  U N I O N

NMLS # 372758 | Federally  Insured  By NCUA. *If you
qualify, your pre-approval will be based on a review of
the initial information you provide to us and does not
constitute a mortgage commitment, approval or
guarantee by Kent County Credit Union to extend your
credit, nor does it lock in a rate. Additional
documentation will be required for a final loan
decision. Loans are also subject to other terms and
conditions including but not limited to: full review of
creditworthiness and approval, verification and source
of income; and acceptable property appraisal
demonstrating sufficient value. Private Mortgage
Insurance may be required for loans that are more than
80% of the home value. 

Low, competitive rates
Quick and easy application
A variety of home loan products
Get pre-approved*

Everyone has different needs, and one
type of mortgage loan does not work
for everyone. You may be looking to
refinance while others are hoping to
purchase their first home. We can help
you navigate our mortgage products
that will fit most any need.  At Kent
County Credit Union, we’ll find the
perfect fit for you: 
 

Get started with an online
application or contact us at
(888) 336-3490

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

 

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Connect with Connect with 
communicommunityty

Advertise in 

Support 
YOUR 
LOCAL 
Newspaper

PP        STSTTheThe
Call 616.696.3655 TODAY!


