
A 23-year-old Spar-
ta man suffered minor 
injuries Sunday, after 
the tractor he was driv-
ing was hit by a pickup 
truck.

According to the 
Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office, the tractor was 
traveling southbound 
on Algoma Ave near 
15 Mile Rd, about 2:07 
p.m. on Sunday, Au-
gust 15, when it was rear-ended 
by a Dodge Ram truck, also trav-

eling south.
The tractor turned over onto its 

side. The tractor driver suffered 

minor injuries, including 
arm lacerations. He went 
to Spectrum Butterworth 
for medical treatment.

The driver of pickup, 
an 88-year-old Rockford 
man, said that he did not 
see the tractor because 
of shadows from the sun. 
He was cited for failure 
to stop within an assured 
clear distance – accident.

Algoma Fire and Rescue 
assisted at the scene.
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Back to school Area schools will 
not require masks
By Judy Reed

Pickup truck hits farm tractor

This photo of Cedar Springs Middle School shows the school before the renovation was complete. Courte-
sy photo from the school’s website.

By Judy Reed

As students celebrat-
ed summer, Cedar Springs 
Public Schools was busy 
making renovations at both 
Cedar Trails and the Middle 
School.

What can students and par-
ents and students expect to 
see when they return Mon-
day, August 23?

“As we get ready to open 
our doors, we are excited 
to finish the first phase of 
bond work that took place 
over the summer,” said Supt. 
Scott Smith. “Middle school 
students and their families 
will return to a beautiful 
new drive with additional 
parking. This will help with 

pick-up and drop-off of students and will 
increase their safety. 

“Cedar Trails has completed renovations 
including new HVAC equipment, leav-
ing the rooms looking almost identical to 
how they were left at the end of the school 
year. This showcases the outstanding work 
of the team doing much-needed updates 
without disrupting the look and feel of our 
classrooms for students.”

Smith said that the first phase of projects 
at the High School will get underway this 
fall, and renovations at Cedar View and 
Red Hawk will be starting in the spring.

The renovations are just the beginning 
of the work to upgrade the school campus, 
which was made possible after voters passed 
a bond proposal in 2020 to fund the project. 
See graphic for a timeline of projects.

CDC classifies Kent County 
COVID-19 risk level as “high”
 From Kent County Health Department

To mask or 
not to mask? 
That has been a 
question that has 
dominated news 
headlines over 
the last year, and 
especially in the 
last few weeks 
leading up to the 
start of school. 
There have 
been protests, 
petitions, court cases, and 
more. And whichever side 
you fall on, there’s been a 
lot of anger and frustration 
fueling the debate.

The Kent County Health 
Department and Mid-Mich-
igan Health Department 
has decided to let schools 
make their own decision 
on this issue, and at this 
writing, Cedar Springs 
Public Schools, Creative 
Technologies Academy, 
and Tri County Communi-
ty Schools, will not require 
masks (other than on bus-
es). But they will be doing 
other things to help keep 
kids safe from COVID-19.

“I am not issuing a pub-
lic health order mandating 
masks in the schools at 
this time,” explained Adam 

London, health administra-
tor with the Kent County 
Health Department. “This 
decision is due to the real-
ity that not all options have 
been exhausted to prevent 
the danger before us. The 
schools and the parents 
have even greater power 
than the health department 
to protect the children and 
the community in this in-
stance. They are also better 
positioned to enforce such 
action. 

“Under Michigan’s Re-
vised School Code, public 
schools have a responsibil-
ity to provide for the safety 
and welfare of pupils while 
at school or a school spon-
sored activity. The authori-
ty of schools was affirmed 
by the Michigan Board of 

On August 17, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) raised the 
level of COVID-19 infection to “high” 
from “substantial” for Kent County. The 
CDC recommends everyone in areas 
with a risk designation of “substantial” 
or “high” wear a face mask in indoor 
public places, regardless of vaccination 
status.

The CDC defines high transmission as 



Shelters across the coun-
try are reporting a 30-50 per-
cent drop in adoptions this 
summer, but animal intakes 
are up 6-13 percent for cats 
and dogs, leading to kennel 
overcrowding and longer 
stays for pets.

BISSELL Pet Foundation 
is hosting an emergency 
national Empty the Shelters 
events from Aug. 16 – 22, 
2021, including the Kent 
County Animal Shelter, Hu-
mane Society of West Mich-
igan, Heaven Can Wait and 
Harbor Humane. The event 
hopes to ease overcrowding 
in the shelters.

“Our nation’s animal shel-

ters are struggling in the 
face of overcrowding, which 
makes BISSELL Pet Foun-
dation’s ‘Empty the Shel-
ters’ events an even more 
critical tool to ensure our 
shelter partners can find lov-
ing families for the pets who 
so often get overlooked,” 
said Cathy Bissell, Found-
er of BISSELL Pet Foun-
dation. “Shelters are being 
faced with tough decisions, 
such as euthanizing healthy, 
wonderful pets. We hope 
this event and the facilitated 
animal transports can pro-
vide some much-needed re-
lief for shelters in dire need 
of support.”

BISSELL Pet Foundation 
will sponsor reduced adop-
tion fees for $25 or less for 
large dogs (40 lbs. or more), 
adult cats (six months or old-
er) and senior dogs (seven 
years or older). This emer-
gency event will be hosted 
in more than 80 shelters in 
27 states.

Note – not every shelter 
is participating for all days. 
Potential adopters are en-
couraged to visit the “Emp-
ty the Shelters” website to 
find the nearest participating 
shelter and confirm their 
adoption day details. Go to 
www.bissellpetfoundation.
org/empty-the-shelters/

BISSELL Pet Foundation 
was founded in 2011 by 
Cathy Bissell.

“Empty the Shelters” be-
gan in 2016 and, since its 
inception, has helped more 
than 53,742 animals find 
their forever homes across 
the country and in Canada.

Additionally, participat-
ing shelters with successful 
adoption events will receive 
grants for each pet they 
transport into their shelter 
and place into the “Empty 
the Shelters” adoption event.

Visit www.BISSELL-
PetFoundation.org/Emp-
ty-The-Shelters for more 
information.

Empty the shelters adoption event
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DID YOU KNOW 
There is a new

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Mortgage office in 
downtown Cedar Springs?!
Contact Chris Conflitti for your 
no obligation quote and check 
interest rates. 
Christopherconflitti@rocketpro.com

Agent NMLS# 2021391
 

616-205-7994

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Ninkasi was the 
Mesopotamian 

goddess of beer 
and was said to 
have taught the 
craft of brewing 
to human beings.  

Winner of rifle 
raffle

Kent District Library accepting music submissions 
from local talent

The American Legion Auxiliary, Glen Hill Unit 287, of 
Cedar Springs would like to congratulate Len Emmons. 
Len’s winning ticket for our Rifle Raffle was drawn on Au-
gust 14. Pictured is Len and his new rifle along with our 
Unit President Missy Townes. The Unit held this raffle to 
help with our Veteran’s programs.

Kent County, Michigan – 
Calling all local musicians! 
Kent District Library is 
now accepting submissions 
to KDL Vibes, our upcom-

ing streaming platform that 
features music from West 
Michigan musicians.  

KDL Vibes will offer an 
online collection that show-

cases and shares current 
local music for free. Mu-
sicians who would like to 
have their music selected 
to be featured in the collec-
tion are invited to submit a 
sample track from their al-
bum using the online form. 
After submitting the form, 
a jury consisting of mem-
bers of West Michigan’s 

local music community 
and library staff with music 
backgrounds will review 
and select 40-50 albums per 
submission round. These 
musicians will be paid an 
honorarium for their con-
tribution which is a way for 
the library to support our vi-
brant arts community.  

“The Vibes platform is a 

great way to celebrate our 
local music scene,” said 
Stacy Schuster, Collection 
Development Librarian for 
KDL. “Musicians will have 
the opportunity to share 
their songs and music lov-
ers will have access to the 
amazing talents of musi-
cians in the West Michigan 
area.”  

KDL Vibes streaming 
platform is set to launch 
to the public later this year 
for patrons to listen to mu-
sic from their favorite West 
Michigan musicians.  

Musicians looking for 
more information or who 
have any questions can visit 
vibes.kdl.org/faq or email 
the team at vibes@kdl.org.  



(The Center Square) – When the 
Michigan government announced 
the foiling of a plot to kidnap Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer in October of 
2020, many applauded the law en-
forcement agency working the case.

Attorneys for the alleged members 
of the kidnapping plot, however, are 
claiming Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation deceit and entrapment of inno-
cent people.

Mlive reported Michael Hills, an 
attorney for Brandon Caserta, one 
of six men indicted, claimed an FBI 
special agent told a paid confidential 
informant identified as “Dan” to lie, 

delete messages between them, and 
implicate an innocent third party.

Hills requested government pro-
vide all communications between 
“Dan” and the FBI.

“These text messages indicate the 
F.B.I. was pushing their paid agent to 
actively recruit people into an overt 
act in furtherance of a conspiracy,” 
Hills wrote.

“Counsel has found further text 
messages between (special agent) Im-
pola and Dan indicating Dan should 
destroy his text messages and instruct 
Dan to lie and accuse an innocent 3rd 

Impaired driving enforcement looks to 
reduce crashes, fatalities and injuries
This Labor Day and every day: Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over

Subscription Rate ..........................$40 per year
3 Month Subscription ...........................................$15
6 Month Subscription ...........................................$25

E-mail us at:  happenings@cedarspringspost.com
	 classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
 obits@cedarspringspost.com
 news@cedarspringspost.com
 sports@cedarspringspost.com
 design@cedarspringspost.com
 sales@cedarspringspost.com
 legals@cedarspringspost.com
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

www.cedarspringspost .com
Check out our website at:
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84K, HTD SEATS, REMOTE START, PWR LIFTGATE, 
BACKUP CAMERA

$$15,49515,495

Hours: MONDAY thru FRIDAY 9a.m.-6p.m. 
Saturday 9a.m.-1p.m.Car RentalsCar Rentals •  • Van RentalsVan Rentals •  • Full Repair FacilityFull Repair Facility

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE
616-754-7195 616-754-7195 • • 1-800-557-71711-800-557-7171

2016 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

45K, HEATED LEATHER, BOSE, REMOTE START, 
FACTORY WARRANTY 

AWD, 60K, EYE SIGHT PKG, HEATED SEATS, CAMERA, 
CLEAN 1-OWNER 

2017 SUBARU LEGACY 

NAV, HTD LEATHER & STEERING WHEEL, BLIND 
SPOT, SUPER LOADED

2018 CHEVY MALIBU LT 

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 174K, TOW PKG, BRAND NEW TIRES, 
NICE LOCAL TRADE

$$17,99517,995

2013 CHEVY SILVERADO 

87K, DUAL PWR SEATS, BLUETOOTH, ALLOY 
WHEELS, NICE 1-OWNER

2018 FORD TAURUS

38K, 4X4, HTD SEATS & STEERING WHEEL, FACTORY 
WARRANTY, SHARP

60K, AWD, NAV, HTD CLOTH & STEERING WHEEL, 
BLIND SPOT, NICE!   

2017 NISSAN ROGUE SV

$$19,49519,495$$18,99518,995

$$15,99515,995

$$19,99519,995 $$22,99522,995 $$23,99523,995

AWD, NAV, HTD LEATHER, BLIND SPOT, CAMERA, 
BRAND NEW TIRES 

$$17,49517,495

2017 HYUNDAI TUCSON 

1500 CREW CAB PREMIUM 

SE PLUS  

2019 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
TOURING-L 

2018 JEEP COMPASS 
LATITUDE

CWD confirmed at farmed deer facilities 
in Mecosta and Montcalm counties

Invasive balsam woolly 
adelgid confirmed 
near Rockford
First detection of this invasive bug in 
the state

Whitmer kidnapping plot under fire 
after allegations FBI told informant to 
lie, delete text messages
By Scott McClallen | The Center Square

Attorney General Dana Nessel speaks about 
the federal government foiling an alleged plot 
to kidnap Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. Photo from 
Michigan Attorney General Facebook live stream.

The end of summer is tradi-
tionally marked by the Labor 

Day holiday and is a time for 
friends and families to enjoy pool parties, backyard 
barbecues and other activities. Sadly, the Labor Day holi-
day weekend is also one of the deadliest times of the year 
in terms of impaired-driving fatalities.

That is why law enforcement officers from police de-
partments, sheriff’s offices and the Michigan State Police 
are partnering with the Office of Highway Safety Planning 

(OHSP) to get drunk and drugged drivers off our roads and 
save lives during the enforcement campaigns Drive Sober 
or Get Pulled Over and If You Feel Different, You Drive 
Different. Drive High, Get a DUI, which will run from Au-
gust 16 to September 6.

During this period, increased state and national messages 
about the dangers of driving impaired, coupled with extra 
enforcement and increased officers on the roadway, aim to 
drastically reduce drunk and drugged driving.

The Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment (MDARD) has confirmed 
two cases of chronic wasting 
disease (CWD) at two sepa-
rate farmed deer facilities, one 
in Mecosta County and one in 
Montcalm County. The two in-
fected deer, a two-year-old and 
a four-year-old, were discovered 
through routine testing as part of 

the state’s CWD surveillance 
program for farmed deer.

CWD is a fatal neurological 
disease that affects white-tailed 
deer, mule deer, elk, and moose. 
The disease can be transmitted 
directly from one animal to 
another, as well as indirectly 
through the environment. While 
an infected deer may appear 
                         CWD -  continues on page 5

Gouting of Fraser Fir. Photo courtesy of USDA Forest Service - Region 
8 - Southern, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org.

On Monday, August 16, 
the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment (MDARD) Director 
Gary McDowell announced 
the state’s first verified detec-
tion of Balsam woolly adelgid 
(BWA) near Rockford in Kent 
County.

“It’s not known how BWA 
may have gotten to Michigan 

or how long it’s been here, but 
it’s plausible it was on infested 
nursery stock,” said McDow-
ell. “Arborists, tree experts 
and the public are our extra set 
of eyes with invasive species. 
With August being National 
Tree Check month, this is an-
other critical reminder to look 
for irregularities with your 
      INVASIVE -  continues on page 19



Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615
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From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great 
among you, let him be your minister; And whosoever 

will be chief among you, let him be your servant.
Matthew 20: 26, 27

Thank YouThank You

ChurchChurch
DirectoryDirectory

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

KATHLEEN BEDUHN 
& ARLENE MYERS

Friends and Family please join us in a 
celebration of life for sisters Kathleen 
Beduhn and Arlene Myers. August 29th  
from 1 – 4 p.m. at Morley Park in Cedar 
Springs MI.

JEFF ROWLAND
A Celebration of Life will be held Sunday, 
August 29th from 1-3:00 p.m. at the home 
of Laurie Rowland - 232 E Ash - Cedar 
Springs. Come join us for a casual luncheon 
and small Service to Celebrate the life of 
our brother, uncle and friend.

Thank you
Ensley Crime Watch Board and Members 
want to say “Thank You” to all the 
contributors and people who attended our 
Annual 2021 Race and Picnic on July 31st 
at Baptist Lake. We had a very successful 
event and a good time was had by all. We 
could not have asked for better weather. 
The Newaygo Sheriff was well represented 
by the Marine Patrol, Service Vehicles 
and the Sand Lake Fire Department had 
several pieces of equipment for everyone’s 
review. Of course the children enjoyed this 
along with the new bounce house from the 
Fremont Police Department. With the help 
of volunteers and everyone attending we 
are able to turn over $3,000.00 to the Sand 
Lake/Ensley Township Fire Department to 
buy necessary equipment.

Ensley Neighborhood Crime Watch Thanks 
You.

Secretary: Vicki Rondeau

Celebration of LifeCelebration of Life

Celebration of LifeCelebration of Life

PASTOR MICHELLE VALLIER 
CEDAR SPRINGS UMC
140 S. Main St, Cedar Springs

ROOTED IN LOVE
It has been chaotic time, and after 

a short break this the summer, we 
are facing higher Covid numbers, 
and all the angst that brings. It is 
easy to give into feelings of fear 
about Covid-19, and the Delta vari-
ant. It is easy to lash out in anger 
at the thought of masks and more 
life restrictions. It is easy to despair 
as friends and family once again 
face deep disagreements over these 
things. It is hard to build communi-
ty in such a time. 

“Out of the depths I cry to you, 
O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!” 
(Psalm 130, NRSV). For thousands 
of years, people have been crying 
out to God for help, for rescue, 
for ease from suffering. It is good 
to cry out, and to know we’re not 
alone in doing so! When we open 
ourselves in that prayer of lament, 
we connect more deeply with our 
creator. We set aside the surface 
anxiety and petty disagreements of 
our lives here on earth and begin to 
see a bigger picture. 

I find hope in the prayer of Paul, 
as he wrote to the people of Ephe-

sus while he was in prison: “I pray 
that, according to the riches of his 
glory, [God] may grant that you 
may be strengthened in your inner 
being with power through his Spir-
it, and that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith, as you are be-
ing rooted and grounded in love. I 
pray that you may have the power 
to comprehend, with all the saints, 
what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowl-
edge, so that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 
3:16-19, NRSV).

As roots reach out to find the edg-
es of a planter, continually seeking 
water and nutrients, we are called 
to root down in the love of God, 
which is never-ending! I pray that 
the people of this community will 
know that God hears our prayers. 
I pray that the Holy Spirit will be 
with us through this time of uncer-
tainty and frustration. I pray that we 
will come through all of this more 
deeply rooted in love. Blessings to 
all of you!

Put others before yourself, 
and you can become
a leader among men.

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 10:00 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

NEW TIME!

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

Page 4: In the Thank 
you, the word equipment 
is misspelled. It reads 
equipment.
In the Bible verse: 
“But is shall…” should 
be changed to “But it 
shall…”



LOIS JEAN COLLIS
 
Lois Jean Collis 
age 80 of Cedar 
Springs, passed 
away peacefully 
on Tuesday, 
August 10, 2021 
surrounded by 
love. She was 
born January 14, 
1941 in Berkley, 
CA the daughter 
of Ruben and 
Evelyn (Johnson) 
Polikowsky and moved to Ferndale, MI 
in 1945. Lois married her loving husband, 
Gerald “Jerry” in 1982 and moved to Grand 
Rapids in 1983 to open the Clock Restaurant 
on Alpine Avenue. She cherished her long 
relationships with the special employees 
and customers. She and Jerry enjoyed many 
retirement years traveling to Florida with 
sister, Darlene and brother-in-law, Jim. She 
loved gardening, arts and crafts, garage sales, 
bingo and games. She especially enjoyed a 
good recipe. Lois was a wonderful wife. 
Surviving are her husband, Jerry; daughters, 
Kim (Steve) Anderson, Kathy (Tom) Hill, 
Rebecca Collis; 9 grandchildren; 7 great-
grandchildren; sister, Verna Satterfield; 
several nieces and nephews; good friend, 
Cindy Nagelkerk and great neighbors, 
Shelly and Mark Price. She was preceded in 
death by a daughter, Vicki Johnson-Becker; 
sister, Darlene Duncan; brother, Jim 
Polikowsky. A private family service was 
held Friday, August 13 with burial in Solon 
Township Cemetery. Pastor Michelle Vallier 
officiating. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the United Methodist Church, 140 
S. Main St. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 3077 
Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

ROBERT LEE 
HUNTER JR.

Robert Lee 
Hunter Jr., 
born October 
13, 1968 in 
Lakeview, MI 
and passed away 
surrounded by 
his family on 
August 12, 2021 
at the age of 52. 
He attended Tri-
County Schools 
until 10th grade. 
He then decided to pursue a career as 
a mechanic and later discovered his 
true passion driving semi-trucks like 
his father. If you knew Robert (Bobby), 
he was known as quite a hard man to 
get along with, but he was also strong, 
stubborn, loyal, and protective of 
friends and family members. He had 
a huge heart and would go out of his 
way to help anyone in need. Robert 
(Bobby) is survived by his wife, Amy 
Hunter; daughter, Mikalae Roscoe 
(25); sons, Jake Hunter (13) and Tayte 
Hunter (12); siblings, Tina Terry, Del 
Hunter, Amanda Pronschinske, Kristle 
Tanis and Andy Krick; cousins, Robin 
and Steve Terry and Jake Miles, Jr.; and 
many other beloved cousins, nieces and 
nephews. Robert was preceded in death 
by his parents, Robert Sr. and Kathleen 
Hunter and aunt, Ruth Hunter. A 
visitation service will be held at Bliss-
Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs on Thursday, August 19 from 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. The family asks that 
in lieu of flowers, to make a donation 
towards funeral expenses with the 
funeral home.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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GAYLE  A. HAWLEY
Please join us for “Celebration of Life” for 
Gayle A. (LaFollette) Hawley, who passed 
away earlier this year. Sunday, August 29, 
2021 at 2 p.m. at 4551 E. 128th St., Grant 
MI 49327.

CATHERINE 
THURSTON

Catherine “Katie” 
Thurston age 99 
of Sand Lake, 
loving and devoted 
mother and devout 
catholic passed 
away peacefully 
at The Brook of 
Cedar Springs 
on Monday, 
August 16, 2021. 
Catherine was born 
January 11, 1922 in 
Remus, MI the daughter of Dominic and Otilda 
(Schmitt) Doerr. Katie spent her early years of 
marriage lovingly raising her six children and 
creating many beautiful quilts. She also sewed 
for the Red Flannel Factory in Cedar Springs, 
Gill Manufacturing and General Motors on 
Alpine Avenue retiring in 1983. Surviving 
Katie are her children, Dennis Thurston, 
Darlene (Joseph) Dawood, Dale (Colleen) 
Thurston, Dawn (Reginald) Klooster, Dr. 
Danette (Robert) Martin; daughter-in-law, 
Margaret Thurston; 19 grandchildren; 44 great-
grandchildren; 17 great-great-grandchildren; 
brothers, Al (Dody) Doerr, Bill Doerr. She was 
preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Gale in 1979; son, David Thurston in 2020; 
3 grandchildren; 1 great-grandchild; brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Henry (Marion) Doerr, 
Charles (Elenor) Doerr, Bernie (Arlene) Doerr, 
Char Doerr. The family wishes to express their 
appreciation to The Brook for the loving care 
of their mother. Visitation will be held Friday, 
August 20 from 11:00 a.m. until time of Mass at 
12:00 p.m. at St. John Paul II Catholic Church, 
Cedar Springs. Rev. Fr. Lam Le celebrant. 
Interment St. Mary’s Cemetery, Sand Lake. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Mary 
Queen of Apostles, 1 W. Maple St., Sand Lake. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Celebration of LifeCelebration of Life
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healthy for months or years, it will eventu-
ally display abnormal behavior, progressive 
weight loss, and physical debilitation in the 
latter stages of the disease.

The presence of CWD in farmed and 
free-ranging deer is not new to Michigan. 
Since 2008, and including these new cases, 
CWD has been detected at eight Michigan 
deer farms in the following counties: Kent, 
Mecosta (3), Montcalm (3), and Newaygo.

With free-ranging deer, CWD was first 
discovered in May 2015, and cases have 
been found across nine counties in Mich-
igan’s Upper and Lower Peninsulas. To 
date, while no free-ranging white-tailed 
deer have tested positive for CWD in Me-
costa County, the disease has been detected 
in 123 free-ranging deer from Montcalm 

Education (last) week when they approved 
a resolution that supports allowing local 
school districts to make scientifically in-
formed decisions about whether to mandate 
COVID-19 masks for all students, teachers 
and visitors. To be clear, the Kent County 
Health Department has reviewed the sci-
ence and we agree with conclusions of the 
CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics, 
our local hospitals, our medical advisory 
workgroup, and the overwhelming body 
of peer-reviewed literature: the use of fa-
cial coverings in the school environment 
has been effective at significantly limiting 
COVID transmission.”

According to Cedar Springs Public 
Schools Superintendent Scott Smith, they 
reviewed the recommendations by the 
CDC, Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services, and Kent County Health 
Department, and decided to do the follow-
ing:

* Not require masks when in school 
buildings but encourage all students 
and staff to use one

* Request students and staff stay home 
when sick or feeling ill

* Continue social distancing of at least 
three feet within the classrooms

* Promote hand washing and good hy-
giene

* Require masks to be worn on school 
buses due to the January 29 CDC Or-
der.

Creative Technologies Academy is taking 
a similar route. “In the absence of any pub-
lic health orders, CTA parents/legal guard-
ians will have the choice when making the 
decision for their children regarding face 
coverings, COVID-19 testing, COVID-19 
vaccines,” said Autumn Mattson, Super-
intendent/School Leader of CTA. “How-
ever, if COVID-19 cases are escalating in 
our community and the numbers become 
alarming, we may have to issue a mask 
mandate within our district.”

* When possible, they will maintain a 
minimum of six feet between people.

* They will require frequent hand 
washing and sanitizing.

* They will continue daily, weekly, 
and monthly cleaning procedures of 
classrooms and buildings. 

Tri County Area Schools is following a 
similar plan. Supt. Allen Cumings sent out 
a letter outlining what they are doing, based 
on recommendations from the CDC, MDH-
HS, and MMHD:

* They will physically distance to the 
extent possible (most classes 3 ft)

* Increasing air flow and adding im-
proved air filters to ventilation sys-
tems

* Cleaning and disinfecting according 
to CDC guidelines

* Students will need to wear masks on 
buses, due to the CDC order.

* Students will be asked to wash their 
hands during the day, and follow 
respiratory hygiene and etiquette 
guidelines.

County.
“Since chronic wasting disease can sig-

nificantly impact all Michigan deer, it is vi-
tally important to detect the disease as early 
as possible,” said State Veterinarian Nora 
Wineland, DVM. “Early detection allows 
MDARD and the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources to work in collaboration 
with farmers and hunters to stem the spread 
and manage this serious disease.”

As part of MDARD’s disease response, 
investigations are being conducted to rule 
out exposure to any other farmed deer.

Currently, there have been no reported 
cases of CWD infection in humans. How-
ever, as a precaution, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and the World Health Or-
ganization recommend that infected an-
imals should not be consumed as food by 
either humans or domestic animals.

More information about CWD can be 
found at Michigan.gov/CWD or Michigan.
gov/MDARD-Cervid.
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Are trust services right for you?
If you’re extremely busy with your career and 

family and you’ve accumulated a fair amount of 
assets, you might be concerned about a variety of 
issues related to financial management and legacy 
planning. Specifically, you might think you don’t 
have the time or expertise to deal with these matters 
effectively. If this is the case, you might want to 
consider using a trust company.

You might think you need to have a large estate 
or millions of dollars to benefit from working with a 
trust company, but that’s not the case. And if you’re 
not familiar with what a trust company can do, you 
might be surprised at all the services it can provide, 
including the following:

• Wealth management – Typically, when working 
with a trust company, you’ll receive investment 
management designed to help you achieve 
various goals, such as a comfortable retirement 
and college for your children. The company can 
manage retirement accounts, monitor investments 
and disburse funds, make changes as needed 
and ensure compliance with government reporting 
for contributions, withdrawals and rollovers. While 
different companies operate in different ways, you 
may have an arrangement in which you work with 
a personal financial advisor and a separate portfolio 
manager.

• Financial management during incapacity – If 
you were to become incapacitated and couldn’t 
make financial decisions, a trust company can step 
in, giving you peace of mind from knowing that 
your financial assets will be managed by a team of 
professionals, helping protect you and your family 
from potentially dire consequences.

• Trust administration – A trust company 
can perform several essential tasks related to 
administering your trust. The company can act as 
trustee for a trust you’ve established, such as a 
revocable living trust, which can allow your estate 

to avoid probate while providing you with great 
control over how your assets will be distributed at 
your passing. Alternatively, the trust company can 
work alongside an individual you’ve designated to 
execute the terms of a trust. If your selected trustee 
resigns or becomes unable to make decisions, the 
trust company can serve as successor trustee. When 
it’s time to settle your estate, the trust company 
can handle the valuation, dispersion and re-titling 
of assets, pay off any debts and expenses, and 
complete any tax returns related to your estate.

• Bill payment and recordkeeping – A trust 
company can keep up with all the trust’s bills 
(household maintenance, medical bills, etc.) 
and provide statements summarizing receipts, 
disbursements and the value of assets within the 
trust.

In addition to providing these practical services, a 
trust company may benefit you in a more intangible 
way. It’s unfortunate but true that, in many families, 
dividing up assets can cause conflict and bitter 
feelings. But when a trust company serves as trustee, 
it impartially administers distribution of the assets 
based on the instructions you’ve provided in the trust 
– helping minimize family disputes over inheritances.

If you ever feel like the complexities of wealth 
management and trust administration are getting to 
be more than you can handle – or perhaps more 
than you want to handle – consider contacting a trust 
company. You might find that it can make your life a 
lot easier.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use 
by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones Trust Company and Edward 
Jones, and their employees and financial advisors, 
are not estate planners and cannot provide tax or 
legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualified tax advisor regarding your 
situation.

Your Vision Could Be A New Home
Your new house or upgrade can be a reality for your home. 

We have an easy pre-approval process for a mortgage, 
home equity loan, or refinance. 

Your new house or upgrade can be a reality for your home. 
We have an easy pre-approval process for a mortgage, 

home equity loan, or refinance. 

Call us at 888.336.3490 to discuss your options 
Or visit IntandeCU.com to learn more.

Federally Insured by NCUA
NMLS #372758

14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505

BUSINESS & FINANCEBUSINESS & FINANCE$$ $$
What people 
should and should 
not do if they get 
mail from the IRS

Every year the IRS mails letters or notices to taxpayers 
for many different reasons. Typically, it’s about a specific 
issue with a taxpayer’s federal tax return or tax account. 
A notice may tell them about changes to their account or 
ask for more information. It could also tell them they need 
to make a payment. This year, people might have also re-
ceived correspondence about Economic Impact Payments 
or an advance child tax credit outreach letter.

Here are some do’s and don’ts for anyone 
who receives mail from the IRS:

Don’t ignore it. Most IRS letters and notices are about 
federal tax returns or tax accounts. Each notice deals with 
a specific issue and includes specific instructions on what 
to do

Don’t throw it away. Taxpayers should keep notices or 
letters they receive from the IRS. These include adjustment 
notices when an action is taken on the taxpayer’s account, 
Economic Impact Payment notices, and letters about ad-
vance payments of the 2021 child tax credit. They may 
need to refer to these when filing their 2021 tax return in 
2022. In general, the IRS suggests that taxpayers keep re-
cords for three years from the date they filed the tax return. 

Don’t panic. The IRS and its authorized private collection 
agencies do send letters by mail. Most of the time, all the 
taxpayer needs to do is read the letter carefully and take the 
appropriate action. 

Don’t reply unless instructed to do so. There is usually 
no need for a taxpayer to reply to a notice unless specifi-
cally instructed to do so. On the other hand, taxpayers who 

An affordable type of insurance
you may need but probably don’t 
have

Consider protecting your family’s financial future with umbrella insurance.
(c) Wavebreakmedia / iStock via Getty Images Plus.

(StatePoint) When you 
start thinking about how to 
achieve financial security, 
a few basic things probably 
come to mind: insurance for 
your car and home; disabil-
ity insurance in case you’re 
injured and can’t work; life 
insurance to protect your 
family in case something 
happens to you. But there’s 
one important type of finan-
cial protection that many 
people overlook: umbrella 
insurance.

“We’ve found that many 
people don’t understand 
umbrella insurance, or they 
mistakenly assume that it’s 
something that’s needed 
only by the very wealthy,” 
said Jon Bloom, vice pres-
ident, personal auto, Erie 
Insurance. “The truth is that 
the vast majority of people 
with other types of insur-
ance would benefit from this 
added layer of protection, 
and it’s available for a much 
lower cost than many people 
assume.”

Umbrella insurance pro-
vides coverage above and 
beyond the limits of other 

insurance policies, such as 
auto and homeowners. But 
industry experts say there 
are some persistent myths 
that keep many people from 
getting it.

Myth #1.
My car insurance policy 

will cover me for anything 
bad that happens.

Reality: A tragic car acci-
dent that causes life-chang-
ing injuries could result in 
the need for care that costs 
far more than your car in-

surance policy’s limits, and 
you could be on the hook to 
make up the difference.

Myth #2.
My homeowners policy 

will pay if someone gets hurt 
on my property.

Reality: Homeowners in-
surance may pay up to the 
limits of your policy, but 
similar to a car accident, 
if someone suffers a cata-
strophic accident on your 
property, the costs could ex-
ceed your policy limits. Um-

brella insurance also protects 
against lawsuits for other 
things unrelated to injuries. 
For example, if you write 
a social media post that’s 
construed as damaging to 
someone’s reputation, or if 
you sit on a nonprofit board 
or coach a youth sports team 
and someone brings legal 
action against you. Ask your 
insurance agent about the 
wide range of scenarios that 
may pertain to you.
   INSURANCE -  continues on page 7                                                                                          MAIL -  continues on page 7
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owe should reply with a payment. IRS.gov has information 
about payment options. 

Do take timely action. A notice may reference changes to 
a taxpayer’s account, taxes owed, a payment request or a 
specific issue on a tax return. Acting timely could minimize 
additional interest and penalty charges. 

Do review the information. If a letter is about a changed 
or corrected tax return, the taxpayer should review the in-
formation and compare it with the original return. If the 
taxpayer agrees, they should make notes about the correc-
tions on their personal copy of the tax return and keep it for 
their records. 

Do respond to a disputed notice. If a taxpayer doesn’t 
agree with the IRS, they should mail a letter explaining why 
they dispute the notice. They should mail it to the address 
on the contact stub included with the notice. The taxpayer 
should include information and documents for the IRS to 
review when considering the dispute. 

Do remember there is usually no need to call the IRS. If 
a taxpayer must contact the IRS by phone, they should use 
the number in the upper right-hand corner of the notice. The 
taxpayer should have a copy of their tax return and letter 
when calling the agency. 

Do avoid scams. The IRS 
will never contact a taxpay-
er using social media or text 
message. The first contact 
from the IRS usually comes 
in the mail. Taxpayers who 
are unsure if they owe money 
to the IRS can view their tax 
account information on IRS.
gov.

Myth #3.
I won’t get sued – that only happens to people with a lot 

of money.
Reality: The truth is that in today’s litigious society, any-

one can be sued, and if you are responsible for someone’s in-
juries that exceed the limits of your other insurance policies, 
or if you are sued for other reasons, your house and other 
financial assets could be at risk.

Myth #4.
Umbrella insurance is expensive.
Reality: You might be surprised to learn how much cover-

age you can buy for a modest cost. For example, Erie Insur-
ance says most of its customers can buy an extra $1 million 
in coverage for less than $20 a month.

When it comes to protecting your family’s financial future, 
some things are a given, like car, home and life insurance, 
but it pays to look beyond the obvious. The best thing to do 
is talk with your insurance agent to make sure you have the 
right coverages. Chances are you’ll decide that umbrella in-
surance is a coverage you can’t afford not to have.

MailMail
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local 
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accu-
racy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST 
be accompanied by full name, mailing address and 
daytime phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319.

* We only print positive letters about 
candidates one week prior to an election. 

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

NOTICENOTICE
ScriptsScripts

AllegationsAllegations
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
party of being a federal agent spy to the founder of Wolver-
ine Watchmen.”

Mlive said Hills provided a transcript of the FBI agent, 
who allegedly texted: “Copy. Best thing to do is deny and 
accuse somebody else like Trent.” The agent, again alleged-
ly, instructed the informant to “Be sure to delete these.”

If true, this would continue to build the case the FBI en-
trapped several people in this plan.

“The F.B.I is instructing a paid F.B.I. informant to lie and 
paint an innocent citizen as an undercover federal agent to a 
man they claim is the head of a domestic terrorist organiza-
tion, who they claim is paranoid about being infiltrated by 
the feds, who they claim has bragged about tossing a Molo-
tov cocktail into a police officer’s house,” Hills said. “This 
behavior, evidenced by the telephonic communication be-
tween F.B.I. handler Impola and Dan, casts a dark shadow 
over the credibility of this investigation and demonstrates 
the need for immediate disclosure as demanded.”

However, the government argues these people weren’t 
entrapped but chose to pursue a radical agenda.

The deceit continues to blur the line between who was 
an FBI agent, confidential informant, or an extremist and 
which group fueled the conspiracy.

In July 2021, Buzzfeed reported the FBI was involved 
when the plot began and even used informants to encour-
age the group to carry out its plans. Militiamen say this is 
entrapment and claim they couldn’t have advanced the plot 
without government informants, who went as far as to lead 
military training simulations.

The lead FBI agent credited with foiling the plot, special 
Agent Richard Trask, 39, was arrested in July and charged 
with assault with intent to do great bodily harm after al-
legedly beating and choking his wife after returning home 
from a swinger sex party. An affidavit says Trask got on top 
of his wife Sandy in their bed and “grabbed the side of her 
head and smashed it several times on the nightstand.”

“The Labor Day holiday is a time for fun and community 
as families and friends gather for a final, late-summer cele-
bration. Unfortunately, there are people who will make the 
wrong choice to drive impaired, needlessly putting them-
selves and others at risk,” said Michael L. Prince, OHSP di-
rector. “The law enforcement officers participating in these 
campaigns are dedicated to enforcing our traffic laws and 
keeping our roadways safe. We need people to understand 
that it’s up to them to make the smart decision to drive so-
ber.”

Over the 2020 Labor Day holiday period in Michigan, 
there were 1,833 crashes, including 15 fatal crashes, result-
ing in 15 fatalities. Of those 15 fatal crashes, 8 involved 
alcohol and/or drugs (53.3 percent).

In Michigan, it is illegal to drive with a blood-alcohol 
concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher, although motorists 
can be arrested at any BAC level if an officer believes they 
are impaired. Motorists face enhanced penalties if arrested 
for a first-time drunk driving offense with a .17 BAC or 
higher. Anyone who refuses a breath test for the first time is 
given a one-year driver’s license suspension. For a second 
refusal within seven years, it is a two-year suspension.

According to the University of Michigan Transportation 
Research Institute, in 2020, a total of 161 alcohol-impaired 
drivers involved in crashes in Michigan were killed, and 63 
of those drivers (39.1 percent) were not wearing seat belts.

Last year, nearly 42 percent of fatalities on Michigan 
roadways involved alcohol and/or drugs.

During last year’s August enforcement campaign, offi-
cers made 181 OWI (Operating While Intoxicated) and 35 
OUID (Operating Under the Influence of Drugs) arrests for 
a total of 216 alcohol- and drug-related arrests.

The impaired-driving campaigns are supported with fed-
eral traffic safety funds provided by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration and coordinated by the OHSP.

DrivingDriving
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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oof thef theWeekWeekHometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

Masks required for the unvaccinated. 
Please Social Distance, (Families that live together 

can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY: 6 PM
SATURDAY: 3 PM & 6 PM
SUNDAY: 3 PM

COMING 
COMING 

SOONSOON

AUG. 20, 21, 22AUG. 20, 21, 22

ONLYONLY  
$$3.003.00eaea

TicketsTickets

COMING COMING 
SOON!SOON!

AUGUST AUGUST 
27, 28, 2927, 28, 29

 

Founded in 1976 
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of  actual students

Host an Exchange Student Today !
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

P R O G R A M M E S  I N T E R N A T I O N A U X  D ' É C H A N G E S  É T U D I A N T S

Hanna from Germany, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings. 
Hanna plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America. 

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.  
Loves to play baseball and spend 
time with his dogs. Giorgio also 
plays the guitar, and his dream 
is to join a drama club at his 
American high school. 

Make a lifelong  
friend from abroad.   

Enrich your family with 
another culture. Now you can 
host a high school exchange 

student (girl or boy) from 
Belgium, France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Scandinavia, 
Spain, Japan, Italy or other 

countries. Single parents, as 
well as couples with or without 
children, may host. Contact us 
ASAP for more information or 

to select your student.

Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)  
host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

ASSE 4x4 color 0721.indd   4ASSE 4x4 color 0721.indd   4 7/20/21   6:50 AM7/20/21   6:50 AM

Call Whitney at 616-889-7861 or 
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Vet Fellowship in Sand Lake
Aug. 21: Vet Fellowship will be held on Saturday, August 
21st from 1900 – 2100 hours at the Nelson Township 
Hall (former VFW) in Sand Lake. Coffee provided. All 
Veterans welcome! PPS #32,33

What does a house wear?
Address!

Why are toilets always so good at poker?
They always get a flush.

Why is Peter Pan always flying?
Because he Neverlands. 

Have you heard the rumor going around about butter?
Never mind, I shouldn’t spread it.

Two windmills are standing on a wind farm. One asks, 
‘What’s your favorite kind of music?’
The other replies, “I’m a big metal fan.”

I took the shell off of my racing snail, thinking it would 
make him faster.
But if anything, it made him more sluggish.

What do you get from a pampered cow?
Spoiled milk.

How does NASA organize a party?
They planet.
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When COVID-19 upended college plans for 
students across America, Stormy Kaiser knew she 
wasn’t alone. Even so, she never anticipated how 
using an unplanned year to regroup could benefit 
her future.

Initially, Kaiser planned to start her pre-med 
journey at New York University, but after seeing 
the effects of the pandemic in urban areas, she 
shifted focus. A year of recharging and self-
exploration, writing short stories and volunteering 
took her in a new direction. She now plans to attend 
Baylor University, where she’ll double major in 
chemistry and mathematics as a pre-med student.

Due to her time management skills, personal 
diligence and involvement in volunteer opportunities, 
she was offered scholarships at many colleges and 
univer sities – a whopping $600,000 overall. She is 
now on her way toward becoming a neurosurgeon. 

FAMILY FEATURES 

Before a global pandemic reshaped education across America, 
many students followed the “expected” path: complete primary 
education, earn a high school diploma and transition into a 
career or further learning. 

Now, after an unexpected year (or more) of online learning, many students 
are embracing more nontraditional routes for their education and considering 
new options for life after high school graduation.

A valuable first step for high schoolers is envisioning the future they want. 
“Looking at different avenues and taking an interest inventory really 

help with the exploration process,” said Morgan Champion, head of 
counseling for Pearson Virtual Schools. “I recommend completing a 
career cluster interest survey, which are widely available online for free, 
to give guidance on which types of careers align to your interests and 
skills, such as a service-related or scientific field.”

Next, consider these choices and tips for preparing for life after high 
school from alums of fully online K-12 schools Connections Academy 
and Reach Cyber Charter School.

Keep Options Open for Different Paths
Beyond the traditional four-year college degree, there are many ways 
students can progress toward a long-term goal or successful career. 
Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.

Don’t Be Afraid to Act on Your Dreams
For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
to make is which colleges to apply to. However, law graduate Strider 
Kachelein, top of his undergrad class and top 4% in his law class at a 
prestigious institution, said to take that chance and apply to your dream 
school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 

Kachelein, who started online school in sixth grade, knows paying for 
college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
He recommends researching financial aid policies first and carefully. 

“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”

High schoolers can reach out to their school’s college counselors to help 
navigate the application process.

Know It’s OK to Take a Break
Pausing in the middle of one’s education is a practice that’s more common 
in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
priorities, save money and plan for the future. 

COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Each new school year brings a chance for fresh beginnings and an 
opportunity to get the family organized for a smooth transition 
back to the classroom. Easing back into a more structured 
schedule after a laid-back summer may be easier than you think.

From devices that make classwork simple to snack and meal ideas for 
busy school nights, these tips and products can help the whole family 
feel ready to jump back into the school year for lots of learning and fun.

Find more tips for a successful school year at eLivingtoday.com.

A Winning  
Organization Strategy
One key to back-to-school 
success: organization. You can 
choose from the options of Mixed 
Material Cubes by ClosetMaid, 
which come in multiple finishes 
and size formats to match your 
style and storage needs. The cube 
organizers can accommodate 
13-inch fabric drawers for clutter-
free school supply organization, 
or you can use them to stash a 
backpack, decorate with plants 
or display books. The easy-to-
assemble organizers are ideal 
for entry ways, living rooms and 
home offices to help keep your 
spaces functional and organized. 
Find more organization solutions  
at closetmaid.com.

An Easy School 
Day Meal Idea
Make time for things that 
matter most during back-to-
school season with a quick 
and easy mealtime solution 
like Minute Ready to Serve 
microwavable cups. Ready 
in just 1 minute, they’re 
available in several choices 
– brown rice, brown and 
wild rice, brown rice and 
quinoa, and multi-grain 
medley – and pair well 
with a variety of dishes  
for easy, on-the-go lunches, 
snacks or dinner sides. 
Visit MinuteRice.com for 
additional meal ideas. 

A Durable Device Designed for Learning
Keep your kids focused on what’s important this school year – learning – with distraction-free 
devices. Students can explore math and science with the new TI-84 Plus CE Python graphing 
calculator, now enhanced with the power of Python to introduce them to one of the fastest growing, 
most popular programming languages in the world. Built to withstand the demands of the classroom 
and available in bold colors, it can help students grasp important STEM concepts for years to come. 
To find more information, visit education.ti.com/84ce.

Make Weeknight 
Dinners Simple
The start of the school year 
is often busy, but you can 
bring relief to dinnertime 
with simple weeknight 
meals using an option 
like The Little Potato 
Company’s Microwave 
Ready Kits, which include 
fresh little potatoes and 
a seasoning package. 
Available in Savory Herb, 
Garlic Parsley and Lemon 
& Garden Herb, they can 
be paired with protein for 
easy, kid-approved dinners 
that are ready in minutes 
with no recipe required. 
Visit littlepotatoes.com  
for more weeknight  
recipe inspiration.

Healthy Snacking Made Simple
With at least 7 grams of protein in five varieties that don’t sacrifice taste or nutrition, healthy snacking can 
be easier with Chiquita Bites. These kid-friendly and parent-approved snacks are perfect for lunchboxes 
or as grab-and-go snacks between after-school activities. Each single-serve tray contains a bite-sized mix 
of sweet and savory items like fruits, cheese and pretzels. Visit freshexpress.com for more information.

Start off Right with a  
Sturdy Backpack
Nothing takes a beating over 
the course of a school year 
quite like a backpack, so it’s 
a good idea to start with a 
quality choice that stands up 
to some wear and tear. Look 
for strong seams and sturdy 
zippers. If your student will 
be transporting technology, 
like a tablet or laptop, be sure 
there’s adequate padding to 
protect the device. Also pay 
attention to pockets and built-
in organization so your student 
can keep supplies tidy during 
transport to and from school.
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When COVID-19 upended college plans for 
students across America, Stormy Kaiser knew she 
wasn’t alone. Even so, she never anticipated how 
using an unplanned year to regroup could benefit 
her future.

Initially, Kaiser planned to start her pre-med 
journey at New York University, but after seeing 
the effects of the pandemic in urban areas, she 
shifted focus. A year of recharging and self-
exploration, writing short stories and volunteering 
took her in a new direction. She now plans to attend 
Baylor University, where she’ll double major in 
chemistry and mathematics as a pre-med student.

Due to her time management skills, personal 
diligence and involvement in volunteer opportunities, 
she was offered scholarships at many colleges and 
univer sities – a whopping $600,000 overall. She is 
now on her way toward becoming a neurosurgeon. 

FAMILY FEATURES 

Before a global pandemic reshaped education across America, 
many students followed the “expected” path: complete primary 
education, earn a high school diploma and transition into a 
career or further learning. 

Now, after an unexpected year (or more) of online learning, many students 
are embracing more nontraditional routes for their education and considering 
new options for life after high school graduation.

A valuable first step for high schoolers is envisioning the future they want. 
“Looking at different avenues and taking an interest inventory really 

help with the exploration process,” said Morgan Champion, head of 
counseling for Pearson Virtual Schools. “I recommend completing a 
career cluster interest survey, which are widely available online for free, 
to give guidance on which types of careers align to your interests and 
skills, such as a service-related or scientific field.”

Next, consider these choices and tips for preparing for life after high 
school from alums of fully online K-12 schools Connections Academy 
and Reach Cyber Charter School.

Keep Options Open for Different Paths
Beyond the traditional four-year college degree, there are many ways 
students can progress toward a long-term goal or successful career. 
Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.

Don’t Be Afraid to Act on Your Dreams
For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
to make is which colleges to apply to. However, law graduate Strider 
Kachelein, top of his undergrad class and top 4% in his law class at a 
prestigious institution, said to take that chance and apply to your dream 
school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 

Kachelein, who started online school in sixth grade, knows paying for 
college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
He recommends researching financial aid policies first and carefully. 

“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”

High schoolers can reach out to their school’s college counselors to help 
navigate the application process.

Know It’s OK to Take a Break
Pausing in the middle of one’s education is a practice that’s more common 
in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
priorities, save money and plan for the future. 

COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.
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When COVID-19 upended college plans for 
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wasn’t alone. Even so, she never anticipated how 
using an unplanned year to regroup could benefit 
her future.

Initially, Kaiser planned to start her pre-med 
journey at New York University, but after seeing 
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exploration, writing short stories and volunteering 
took her in a new direction. She now plans to attend 
Baylor University, where she’ll double major in 
chemistry and mathematics as a pre-med student.

Due to her time management skills, personal 
diligence and involvement in volunteer opportunities, 
she was offered scholarships at many colleges and 
univer sities – a whopping $600,000 overall. She is 
now on her way toward becoming a neurosurgeon. 
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Before a global pandemic reshaped education across America, 
many students followed the “expected” path: complete primary 
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Now, after an unexpected year (or more) of online learning, many students 
are embracing more nontraditional routes for their education and considering 
new options for life after high school graduation.

A valuable first step for high schoolers is envisioning the future they want. 
“Looking at different avenues and taking an interest inventory really 

help with the exploration process,” said Morgan Champion, head of 
counseling for Pearson Virtual Schools. “I recommend completing a 
career cluster interest survey, which are widely available online for free, 
to give guidance on which types of careers align to your interests and 
skills, such as a service-related or scientific field.”

Next, consider these choices and tips for preparing for life after high 
school from alums of fully online K-12 schools Connections Academy 
and Reach Cyber Charter School.

Keep Options Open for Different Paths
Beyond the traditional four-year college degree, there are many ways 
students can progress toward a long-term goal or successful career. 
Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.
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For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
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school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 
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college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
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“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”
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in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
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COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.
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many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”
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requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.
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to give guidance on which types of careers align to your interests and 
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Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.

Don’t Be Afraid to Act on Your Dreams
For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
to make is which colleges to apply to. However, law graduate Strider 
Kachelein, top of his undergrad class and top 4% in his law class at a 
prestigious institution, said to take that chance and apply to your dream 
school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 

Kachelein, who started online school in sixth grade, knows paying for 
college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
He recommends researching financial aid policies first and carefully. 

“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”

High schoolers can reach out to their school’s college counselors to help 
navigate the application process.

Know It’s OK to Take a Break
Pausing in the middle of one’s education is a practice that’s more common 
in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
priorities, save money and plan for the future. 

COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

When COVID-19 upended college plans for 
students across America, Stormy Kaiser knew she 
wasn’t alone. Even so, she never anticipated how 
using an unplanned year to regroup could benefit 
her future.

Initially, Kaiser planned to start her pre-med 
journey at New York University, but after seeing 
the effects of the pandemic in urban areas, she 
shifted focus. A year of recharging and self-
exploration, writing short stories and volunteering 
took her in a new direction. She now plans to attend 
Baylor University, where she’ll double major in 
chemistry and mathematics as a pre-med student.

Due to her time management skills, personal 
diligence and involvement in volunteer opportunities, 
she was offered scholarships at many colleges and 
univer sities – a whopping $600,000 overall. She is 
now on her way toward becoming a neurosurgeon. 

FAMILY FEATURES 

Before a global pandemic reshaped education across America, 
many students followed the “expected” path: complete primary 
education, earn a high school diploma and transition into a 
career or further learning. 

Now, after an unexpected year (or more) of online learning, many students 
are embracing more nontraditional routes for their education and considering 
new options for life after high school graduation.

A valuable first step for high schoolers is envisioning the future they want. 
“Looking at different avenues and taking an interest inventory really 

help with the exploration process,” said Morgan Champion, head of 
counseling for Pearson Virtual Schools. “I recommend completing a 
career cluster interest survey, which are widely available online for free, 
to give guidance on which types of careers align to your interests and 
skills, such as a service-related or scientific field.”

Next, consider these choices and tips for preparing for life after high 
school from alums of fully online K-12 schools Connections Academy 
and Reach Cyber Charter School.

Keep Options Open for Different Paths
Beyond the traditional four-year college degree, there are many ways 
students can progress toward a long-term goal or successful career. 
Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.

Don’t Be Afraid to Act on Your Dreams
For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
to make is which colleges to apply to. However, law graduate Strider 
Kachelein, top of his undergrad class and top 4% in his law class at a 
prestigious institution, said to take that chance and apply to your dream 
school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 

Kachelein, who started online school in sixth grade, knows paying for 
college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
He recommends researching financial aid policies first and carefully. 

“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”

High schoolers can reach out to their school’s college counselors to help 
navigate the application process.

Know It’s OK to Take a Break
Pausing in the middle of one’s education is a practice that’s more common 
in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
priorities, save money and plan for the future. 

COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
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with her peers.
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learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
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time to explore career choices.
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at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
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For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
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Community or two-year college is an option for some because it’s often 
closer to home and tuition can be more affordable. Others enroll in a 
trade school or secure suitable jobs and step directly into the workforce. 
Some graduates enlist for military service while others take some time off 
to figure out their next step before making a move.

Keeping an open mind about all options is something graduate Angel 
Bennett supports fully. The flexibility of online learning allowed her 
to get a jump on her college education. She earned an associate of arts 
degree and associate of science degree through her local community 
college before graduating high school, giving her an edge in admission 
to her top choice four-year college. She now attends a private liberal 
arts college and is well on her way to a career fueled by a passion for 
clothing and inclusive fashion design.

The ambitious pace served as inspiration to Bennett’s younger 
sister, as well; Amber completed her own associate of arts and 
associate of science degrees as a 14-year-old high schooler and 
will start attending a private four-year university at 15 as she 
simultaneously completes her diploma.

Students should ask their high school about these types of dual-
enrollment options.

Don’t Be Afraid to Act on Your Dreams
For some high school students, one of the most intimidating decisions 
to make is which colleges to apply to. However, law graduate Strider 
Kachelein, top of his undergrad class and top 4% in his law class at a 
prestigious institution, said to take that chance and apply to your dream 
school, even if you think you can’t afford the tuition. 

Kachelein, who started online school in sixth grade, knows paying for 
college can be challenging for many high school students and their families. 
He recommends researching financial aid policies first and carefully. 

“So many people believe they can’t get in and are shocked when they 
do,” Kachelein said. “Money can also be a big issue, but there are so 
many resources available, like the college match I applied to in high 
school. A key stat I also looked at while researching colleges was the 
school’s ‘percent of financial need met.’ There are a number of schools 
that will meet 100% of your determined financial need, which can make 
a world of difference. For example, at these schools, if your family 
is deemed unable to pay tuition, room or board then 100% of these 
expenses are covered by the school.”

High schoolers can reach out to their school’s college counselors to help 
navigate the application process.

Know It’s OK to Take a Break
Pausing in the middle of one’s education is a practice that’s more common 
in other parts of the world, but is growing in the U.S. Accord ing to data 
from Pearson, nearly 17% of U.S. high schoolers were considering a 
gap year, which enables the graduate more time to evaluate options and 
priorities, save money and plan for the future. 

COVID-19 heavily influenced 2020 graduate Stormy Kaiser’s decision 
to take a gap year between high school and college. Choosing to accelerate 
her online curriculum allowed Kaiser to complete high school graduation 
requirements a year early, so even after taking the year off to realign plans 
the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.

Take Advantage of Career-Related Coursework in  
High School
Nontraditional school models often offer nontraditional curriculum options, 
like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.
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took her in a new direction. She now plans to attend 
Baylor University, where she’ll double major in 
chemistry and mathematics as a pre-med student.

Due to her time management skills, personal 
diligence and involvement in volunteer opportunities, 
she was offered scholarships at many colleges and 
univer sities – a whopping $600,000 overall. She is 
now on her way toward becoming a neurosurgeon. 
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the pandemic disrupted, she’s on schedule to enroll in a four-year college 
with her peers.
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like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
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Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
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with her peers.
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like career and technical education courses, that students can put to work 
right away. For example, Amya Meekins, who also graduated high school 
a full year early, took business classes at her online school that helped her 
learn about contracts, finance and other elements to successfully start and 
run her own business. 

She now runs a boutique in addition to being a performer and motivational 
speaker. She’s also nearing completion of her second book, all as a 19-year-
old undergrad pursuing her first college degree.

Consider Job Shadowing or Internships
Flexible scheduling is one of the most commonly cited advantages of 
online school among enrolled students. The extra free time can have big 
implications for students planning their futures, especially if they use the 
time to explore career choices.

That’s exactly what Becky Bressen did, shadowing a music therapist 
at the urging of her brother, who is a physical therapist. After initially 
feeling the career wasn’t for her and attending college with plans to 
become a music engineer and producer, a music therapy class made it 
into her course list, and it clicked for her. Right after college, she built 
a successful music therapy program from scratch at a hospice facility 
and finds her current role highly rewarding. 
For more information about full-time online public schools, and tips for 
making post-graduation decisions, visit ConnectionsAcademy.com.



Many anglers 
would agree 
there’s an excite-
ment that comes 
from using top-
water techniques 
to target bass. 
There’s some-
thing to be said 
for seeing a bass 
strike your lure 
with your own 
two eyes.

But how do you fish for this species on top of the water? 
It mostly comes down to location and lure selection.

Target areas that provide good cover for the bass, such 
as weed beds, logs, big rocks, etc., that have a few feet of 
water over them. Cast a floating lure next to the cover and 
play with a bit before reeling it in.

When it comes to lures, select those that float and that 
are designed to resemble the favorite foods of bass, such 
as frogs.

Topwater fishing for bass works best in low-light con-
ditions such as early in the morning or late in the evening.
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Downed tree or branches due 
to storm? 
Here are cleanup 
tips

Fishing Tip: Catching bass on top of the water

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Canoeing 
and Herons

Taking to open wa-
ter in a kayak or canoe 
can be a quiet pleasur-
able wildlife encoun-
ter. There are liveries 
in Rockford and Ne-
waygo for easy floats 
on the Rogue or Mus-
kegon rivers. For those 
with their own vessels 
the opportunities are 
greater for one can 
put in and taken out at 
various locations. A bit 
farther away one can 
kayak the Glass Riv-
er from the Michigan 
Audubon Otis Sanc-
tuary in Barry County 
near Hastings. Going 
north to canoe the Pine 
River for a challenge 

or Little Manistee with more moderate water in the Cadillac re-
gion. Canoeing the Les Cheneaux Islands in northern Lake Huron 
can provide a protected paddle on big water where the islands help 
calm waves. I am not after the thrill of white caps or white water 
but seek wildlife instead.  

Karen and I enjoy quiet calm wildlife viewing on our trips. 
When I was a teenager, our church youth group goal was splash-
ing, dumping, and cooling on a hot summer’s day but our family 
paddles were quiet and wildlife oriented. Boy scout trips were lon-
ger and included overnight camping. 

A most mysterious experience in my life was while camping 
along the Rifle River on a scout trip. That night we heard large 
bubbles emanating from deep within the earth. For several years I 
heard the unnerving sound with no clue to its origin, but it seemed 
extraterrestrial. The sound has become considerably less frequent 
but can be heard in scattered locations when one is near a sizable 
marsh. The maker is the American Bittern, a bird in the heron fam-
ily. I have heard it described as a thunder bird because of its sound 
but more frequently it is described as sounding like a water pump. 
I prefer the bubble description.

Other herons are croakers and the last time Julianne, Charlie, 
Karen, and I canoed together we heard and saw both Green and 
Great Blue Herons. Many ducks paddled along near the shore at 
a distance. Belted Kingfishers made their rattle call as they flew 
ahead or back over us in route to favorite fishing locations on their 
family’s river claim. Choice locations for kingfishers include san-
dy bluffs where they dig six-foot-deep nesting tunnels in the bank. 

A bit harder to see without binoculars are warblers, flycatchers, 
and sparrows that sing vibrant songs along shrubby or forested 
shores. They are present because mayflies, caddisflies, dragon-
flies, and many other insects have found healthy nature niches. It 
is always a joy to watch the aerial excellence of common white-
tails, darners, and baskettail dragonflies capturing insects. We 
avoid disturbing fly anglers as we float past with our paddles held 
stationary. They cast special handmade flies in hopes of a good 
sparring with a fish before releasing it back so the fish can cap-
ture the real insect being imitated at the end of an angler’s line. It 
the stream is not catch and release, the fish might become a great 
human meal.

I like to paddle near shore to see many butterfly species nectar-
ing on a host of beautiful flowers. Joe Pye Weed, Swamp Milk-
weed, and other flowers abound in August. Bird watching in May 

and June is best when bird song 
peaks and they are easier to 
see. We like August because it 
is warm, usually sunnier, and 
biting insects have subsided. A 
monthly, weekly, or even daily 
canoe venture would be nice. 
If only I could live a thousand 
lives at once to explore a thou-
sand outdoor adventures in a 
thousand different nature nich-
es simultaneously.  

Natural history questions or 
topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at 
the odybrook@chartermi.net 
Ody Brook, 13010 Northland 
Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-
8433.

Intense storms this week around 
Michigan have left many homeown-
ers with downed trees or branches 
on their property.

If you’re involved in storm clean-
up, safety is a top priority. So is the 
task of keeping Michigan’s trees 
and forests healthy.

“If utility lines are down, stay 
away and notify the utility compa-
ny,” said Kevin Sayers, Urban and 
Community Forestry program lead-
er for the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources. “It’s important to 
clean up, but it’s more important to 
stay safe.”

After power and other utilities have 
been restored, property owners will be 
faced with the issue of what to do with 
storm-damaged trees. Here’s some ad-
vice from experts for common situa-
tions:

Trees and branches on homes and 
around power lines. Homeowners 
need to find solutions for trees and 
branches on their homes. Even if a 
hanging limb is clear of power and 
utility wires, homeowners should rely 
on professionals to assess the severity 
of the damage before trying to repair 
or remove a branch.

Injured trees requiring climbing 
or chainsaw work. Call a licensed 
arborist for help. Arborists are tree-
care professionals who are trained to 
assess and work on storm-damaged 
trees. They also have the experience 

needed to diagnose how much of a 
tree can or should be saved. Be wary 
of those offering fly-by night, emer-
gency tree-cutting services. Always 
ask for proof of licensing, insurance, 
and work references. Find more infor-
mation about hiring an arborist from 
ISA-Michigan, Michigan’s chapter 
of the International Society of Ar-
boriculture at https://www.asm-isa.
org/?utm_campaign=storm+dam-
age+tree+cleanup+tips&utm_medi-
um=pr&utm_source=govdelivery

Keep pests in mind when dispos-
ing of wood. Wood left behind after 
trees are damaged by storms may har-
bor insects or diseases that are harm-
ful to forests. Moving debris out of 
the local area can unknowingly spread 
pests to new areas. Be aware that there 
are rules, known as quarantines, that 
affect transport of some types of trees 
or limbs downed by storms.

It’s recommended to recycle or re-

use woody storm debris. Check the 
national Don’t Move Firewood cam-
paign for recommendations on sea-
soning and using local firewood.

Additional tips
Check the DNR’s Urban and Com-

munity Forestry webpage for guid-
ance on tree care and maintenance.

Michigan State University Ex-
tension offers additional tips at 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/
tips_on_repairing_storm_damaged_
trees?utm_campaign=storm+dam-
age+tree+cleanup+tips&utm_medi-
um=pr&utm_source=govdelivery.

These illustrations from the Ar-
bor Day Foundation can help home-
owners assess the level of damage to 
their trees. https://www.arborday.org/
media/stormrecovery/for-homeown-
ers.cfm?utm_campaign=storm+dam-
age+tree+cleanup+tips&utm_medi-
um=pr&utm_source=govdelivery.

An American bittern, a wading bird that’s 
part of the heron family. 



(StatePoint) Do hummingbirds fre-
quently visit your yard? Would you 
like them to? There are some import-
ant things to know in order to protect 
the safety and promote the health of 
these beautiful, vibrant visitors.

Migration
After their breeding season, hum-

mingbirds migrate south for the 
winter. This autumn journey is long 
and potentially perilous, requiring 
considerable amounts of energy to 
complete. Taking steps to make your prop-
erty a safe haven will give hummingbirds 
an important opportunity to rest and refuel.

Birdfeeders
One way you can help hummingbirds 

thrive is by stocking your garden with small 
native species of flowers to give wildlife 
needed nourishment, as well as cover from 
predators. You may want to supplement this 
nourishment source with a birdfeeder too, 
as hummingbirds need to eat often and in 
large amounts relative to their size. You can 
make a homemade nectar with just a few 
ingredients, according to the 
Audubon Society, or pur-
chase a ready-made version 
from the store. When making 
a selection, keep in mind that 
experts warn that you should 
stay away from hummingbird 
food that contains red food 
coloring or dye, as it could be 
potentially hazardous to their 
health. Another important 
thing to know is that nectar 

does go bad, so be sure to regularly emp-
ty your feeder of unconsumed nectar and 
clean it completely before refilling it.

Safer Windows
When birds are feeding, they are easily 

frightened and are apt to take wild, evasive 
flight. To avoid this from happening, po-
sition birdfeeders closer than three feet or 
farther than 30 feet from windows. Surpris-
ingly, the safest placement is attached to the 
window itself. 

Whether you have birdfeeders or not 
however, you should also be sure to ap-
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Vinyl Plank, Laminate, 
Wood Flooring

Countertops: 
•  Granite, Quartz, Laminate, 

Marble, and more
Plus:

Area rugs, bedding and pillows

Call for appointments on weekends and evenings

Create your own 
backyard paradise
by Melinda Myers

Tips to attract hummingbirds 
to your yard

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

You don’t need a plane 
ticket, tank full of gas or train 
ride to enjoy a bit of paradise. 
Create your own in a small 
alcove, large patio, or deck in 
your own backyard.

Start by visualizing what 
paradise looks and feels like 
to you. A table and chair sur-
rounded by beautiful plants 
makes a wonderful space to 
relax, read a book and enjoy 
some alone time.  For some, 
it means a patio or deck filled 
with colorful planters and 
surrounded by ornamental 
grasses, vine covered trel-
lises, flowering shrubs, and 
evergreens. These will help 
define the space, provide pri-
vacy, mask unwanted noise, 
and provide a great space for 
entertaining.

Don’t let a lack of space, 
patio, or deck stop you from 
building a backyard getaway. 
Look for those underutilized 
areas. Perhaps it is a back cor-
ner of the yard, space next to 
the garage, side yard or a spot 
under a big shade tree. A vine 
covered arbor, piece of in-
door-outdoor carpet and a few 
planters can turn any space 
into a backyard retreat.

Once you identify the space 
and desired function, think 
about the ambience you want 
to create. For a tropical es-
cape, include leafy plants like 
elephant ears and bananas in 
pots, wicker furniture, a water 
feature and colorful flowers 
like begonias, hibiscus, and 
mandevilla. Don’t overlook 
hardy perennials. Plants like 
big leaf hostas, variegated 
Solomon’s seal, crocosmia, 
cassia and others help create 
the look and feel of the trop-
ics. Continue this theme by 
using bamboo, wicker, and 
wood for any needed screen-
ing.

If it is a visit to the Medi-
terranean you prefer, include 
stonework, planters with sil-
ver foliage plants like dusty 
miller, and sage and a few ev-
ergreens. Use upright junipers 

For a tropical escape include leafy plants like elephant ears and banana plants in pots, wicker furniture, 
a water feature and colorful flowers like hibiscus and mandevilla. Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

and grapevines trained on ar-
bors for screening. An urn or 
topiary make an attractive fo-
cal point. Fill the garden space 
with herbs, blue oat grass, ca-
lendula, salvia, and alliums.

For a casual visit to En-
gland, craft yourself a cottage 
garden. Construct a narrow 
path leading through an arch-
way at the entrance to your 
secret garden. Create an in-
formal collection of flowers, 
herbs, and medicinal plants. 
Use a birdbath, piece of gar-
den art or water feature as 
your focal point.

If it’s the north woods you 
prefer, make a firepit the fo-
cal point, add some rustic 
furnishings and complete the 
scene with native plants. Or 
let your personality shine with 

a colorful bistro set, garden 
art, and flowers of orange, 
red, and yellow.

As your vision comes into 
focus, it is time to start putting 
your ideas on paper. A simple 
sketch will help you define the 
space, arrange the plants, and 
identify the appropriate fur-
nishings and building materi-
als. It is much easier to move 
items on paper than once they 
are set into the ground.

Always contact your local 
underground utility locating 
service at least three business 
days in advance. It’s free and 
as easy as calling 811 or filing 
an online request.  They will 
contact all the appropriate 
companies who will mark the 
location of their underground 

(c) Ning Wang / iStock via Getty Images Plus

    PARADISE -  continues on page 17

                                          ATTRACT -  continues on page 17
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LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Regular Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, September 9, 2021

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

A Public Hearing will be held on September 9, 
2021 regarding transfer of 4100 17 Mile Rd (41-
02-36-100-082) from Solon Township to the City 

of Cedar Springs.

The meeting will be held in person or you may 
attend by Zoom.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82807933100
Meeting ID: 828 0793 3100

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  
Meeting ID: 828 0793 3100#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 828 0793 3100#

All those wishing to ask questions or make com-
ment on the request will have the opportunity to 

do so at this meeting.  If you are unable to attend 
the meeting; but wish to have your comments 

become a part of the official record of the meet-
ing you may email your comments to clerk@

cityofcedarsprings.org or write to: Cedar Springs 
City Council, c/o City Clerk, 66 S. Main St., P.O. 

Box 310, Cedar Springs, MI  49319.

Dated: Aug. 19, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will conduct 
the following public hearings at the regular meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 7th, 2021 for the 
following topics: 

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To: Amend 
Chapter 40, Article III, Division 12 To Add Section 
40-390 Entitled “White Pine Trail Overlay Zone”; 
To Amend Article III, Division 1, Section 40-131 
Entitled “Zoning Districts” To Add “White Pine 
Trail Overlay Zone And; To Modify The Map En-
titled “The Zoning Map Of Cedar Springs” Which 
According To Sec. 40-132 Is Part Of The Zoning 
Ordinance Of The Code Of Ordinances For The 
City Of Cedar Springs.  The purpose of the pro-
posed amendment is to add a White Pine Trail 
Overlay District. Copies of the proposed amend-
ment are available on the City Website At www.
cityofcedarsprings.org  The following is a list of 
the proposed White Pine Trail Overlay properties:

a. 41-02-25-483-003, 112 W Church St Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

b. 41-02-25-480-010, 111 W Beech St NE 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White 
Pine Trail Overlay Zoning District

c. 41-02-25-480-009, 119 W Beech St NE 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White 
Pine Trail Overlay Zoning District

d. 41-02-25-480-001, 104 W Ash St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

e. 41-02-25-480-004, 84 W Ash St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

f. 41-02-25-479-005, 157 W Beech Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

g. 41-02-25-476-001, 142 W Cherry St NE 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine 
Trail Overlay Zoning District

h. 41-02-25-477-001, 111 W Ash St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

i. 41-02-25-477-002, 91 W Ash St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

j. 41-02-25-477-004, 71 W Ash St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

k. 41-02-25-428-009, 141 W Cherry St NE 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine 
Trail Overlay Zoning District

l. 41-02-25-433-007, 47 3rd ST NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

m. 41-02-25-433-002, 10 3rd St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

n. 41-02-25-433-008, 45 3rd St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

o. 41-02-25-432-001, 103 W. Cherry St. NE 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine 
Trail Overlay Zoning District

p. 41-02-25-433-003, 80 W Elm St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

q. 41-02-25-433-004, 49 N 2nd St NE Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, Adds a White Pine Trail 
Overlay Zoning District

2. Public Hearing For A Special Land Use  Pine-
brook Warren, LLC D/B/A Cloud Cannabis Cedar 
Springs, at 206 and 218 N. Main Street Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319: The applicant is seeking 
special land use approval for a Recreational 
(Adult-Use) Marihuana Retail Store.  The prop-
erty is zoned B-3 Highway Business District, the 
applicant requests Special Land Use approval in 
that district. The Municipal Code, Sec. 40-342(s) 
– Special Land Uses require approval from the 
Planning Commission for this request. The parcel 
numbers are 41-03-30-151-024 and 41-03-30-
151-012.

The Planning Commission meeting will begin at 7:00 
p.m. and will be held in the Cedar Springs City Council 
Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
Persons having any questions regarding these mat-
ters are urged to attend this meeting. You may also 
attend virtually via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85484655579  Meeting ID: 854 8465 5579  or by 
Phone Option:  1(646)558-8656  Meeting ID: 854 8465 
5579# If you are unable to attend the public hearing, 
but wish to have your comments become a part of the 
official record of the meeting, or if you have questions 
related to this proposal please submit them in writing to 
the City Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org 
the above address, or contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Dated: August 19, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
DEPARTMENT OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for Kent 
County, Michigan (All Jurisdictions) The Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency 
Management Agency has issued a preliminary 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where 
applicable, Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report, 
reflecting proposed flood hazard determinations 
within Kent County, Michigan (All Jurisdictions). 
These flood hazard determinations may include 
the addition or modification of Base Flood Ele-
vations, base flood depths, Special Flood Haz-
ard Area boundaries or zone designations, or 
the regulatory floodway. Technical information 
or comments are solicited on the proposed flood 
hazard determinations shown on the preliminary 
FIRM and/or FIS report for Kent County, Michigan 
(All Jurisdictions). These flood hazard determina-
tions are the basis for the floodplain management 
measures that your community is required to ei-
ther adopt or show evidence of being already in 
effect in order to qualify or remain qualified for 
participation in the National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram. However, before these determinations are 
effective for floodplain management purposes, 
you will be provided an opportunity to appeal the 
proposed information. For information on the stat-
utory 90-day period provided for appeals, as well 
as a complete listing of the communities affected 
and the locations where copies of the FIRM are 
available for review, please visit FEMA’s website 
at https://www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/BFE_
Status/bfe_main.asp, or call the FEMA Mapping
and Insurance eXchange (FMIX) toll free at 
1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).

Dated: August 19, 2021

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, August 10, 2021
5:00 PM

Present: Hoffman, DeJong, George.  Absent: 
Britton and Austin.

Board action: Approved Resolution 2021-014, 
Nelson Township Federal Procurement Conflict of 
Interest Policy.

Discussed: Results of Aug 3, Election.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: Aug. 19, 2021  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

.TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

August 4, 2021
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Frandsen. Absent: None
Approved: August 4, 2021 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: July 7, 2021 Regular Board Meeting 
minutes.

Old Business: Bathroom remodel bids in progress.

New Business: Approved Federal Procurement 
Conflict of Interest Policy. Approved Sewer 
Advisory Committee Recommendation.

Next meeting: Wednesday, September 1, 2021 @ 
7 PM. Complete minutes available at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours 
and on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated:  Aug. 19, 2021  Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor
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COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

41-04-14-301-003
41-04-15-301-001
41-04-15-301-002
41-04-15-301-003
41-04-15-301-004
41-04-15-301-005
41-04-15-301-006
41-04-15-301-007
41-04-15-301-009
41-04-15-301-011
41-04-15-326-001
41-04-15-351-008
41-04-15-376-002
41-04-15-401-001
41-04-15-426-002
41-04-15-483-006
41-04-15-483-011
41-04-15-483-016
41-04-15-483-017
41-04-15-483-018
41-04-15-488-012
41-04-22-126-001
41-04-22-151-002
41-04-22-151-006
41-04-22-151-007
41-04-22-151-008
41-04-22-151-009
41-04-22-151-010
41-04-22-151-011
41-04-22-155-014

41-04-22-155-015
41-04-22-155-017
41-04-22-155-019
41-04-22-155-020
41-04-22-155-021
41-04-22-155-022
41-04-22-155-023
41-04-22-155-024
41-04-22-155-025
41-04-22-155-026
41-04-22-155-027
41-04-22-155-029
41-04-22-226-001
41-04-22-276-021
41-04-22-276-022
41-04-22-276-024
41-04-22-276-025
41-04-22-276-028
41-04-22-276-029
41-04-22-278-001
41-04-22-278-002
41-04-22-278-005
41-04-22-278-008
41-04-22-278-012
41-04-22-278-018
41-04-22-278-019
41-04-22-278-020
41-04-22-278-021
41-04-22-278-022
41-04-22-326-001

41-04-22-326-003
41-04-22-326-004
41-04-22-326-005
41-04-22-326-007
41-04-22-327-001
41-04-22-327-002
41-04-22-327-003
41-04-22-327-004
41-04-22-327-005
41-04-22-327-006
41-04-22-327-007
41-04-22-327-008
41-04-22-327-009
41-04-22-327-010
41-04-22-327-013
41-04-22-327-017
41-04-22-327-018
41-04-22-376-001
41-04-22-376-011
41-04-22-376-019
41-04-22-376-020
41-04-22-376-024
41-04-22-376-026
41-04-22-376-027
41-04-22-376-034
41-04-22-376-035
41-04-22-377-010
41-04-22-377-013
41-04-22-377-024
41-04-22-377-025

41-04-22-377-026
41-04-22-377-034
41-04-22-377-036
41-04-22-377-039
41-04-22-377-041
41-04-22-377-042
41-04-22-426-002
41-04-22-427-004
41-04-22-476-012
41-04-22-476-013
41-04-22-476-015
41-04-22-476-019
41-04-22-476-020
41-04-22-476-021
41-04-22-476-022
41-04-22-476-023
41-04-22-476-034
41-04-27-126-002
41-04-27-126-003
41-04-27-126-005
41-04-27-126-006
41-04-27-126-007
41-04-27-201-003
41-04-27-201-006
41-04-27-201-007
41-04-27-201-010
41-04-27-201-011
41-04-27-201-012
41-04-27-201-013   
41-04-27-201-014

Map of Special Assessment District
(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on Lincoln Lake within Spencer Township)

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN THAT the Township Supervisor of the Township of Spencer has made 
and certified a special assessment roll for the special assessment district, which roll sets forth the rela-
tive portion of the cost of said Improvements which is to be levied in the form of a special assessment 
against each benefited lot and parcel of land in the special assessment district.

TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of will hold a public hearing on 
September 21, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer Township Hall, 14690 Meddler Avenue within 
the Township, to review the special assessment roll and to hear and consider any objections thereto.  
Please note that the original public hearing on the special assessment roll was scheduled to take 
place on August 17, 2021, but that hearing has been rescheduled for September 21.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the special assessment roll as prepared has been reported to the 
Township Board and is on file with the Township Clerk at the Township Hall for public examination.
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT AN OWNER OR A PARTY IN INTEREST IN A LOT OR PARCEL OF 
LAND SUBJECT TO A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT MAY FILE A WRITTEN APPEAL OF THE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT WITH THE MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE DATE 
OF CONFIRMATION OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL, BUT ONLY IF SAID OWNER OR PAR-
TY IN INTEREST APPEARS AND PROTESTS THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AT THIS HEARING. 

An appearance may be made by an owner or party in interest, or his or her agent, in person or, in 
the alternative, an appearance or protest can be filed with the Township by letter prior to the hearing, in 
which case a personal appearance at the hearing is not required.

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.

Dated: July 20, 2021 Lisa Wright, Township Clerk

REVISED NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND 
FILING OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL

LINCOLN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County, 

Michigan, having resolved its intention to make certain public improvements consisting of the eradica-
tion and control of aquatic weeds in Lincoln Lake located within the Township (the “Improvements”), has 
made its final determination of a special assessment district which consists of the following described 
lots and parcels of land which are benefited by the Improvements and against which all or a portion of 
the cost of the Improvements shall be specially assessed:

LINCOLN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
Lots and parcels numbered:

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 330 
An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 32, Article III, 
Division 4 Of The Code Of Ordinances For The 

City Of Cedar Springs Entitled “Soil Erosion 
And Sedimentation Control.  The Ordinance 
Permits The City To Require Developers To 
Submit A Plan To Prevent Intrusion Into The 

City’s Streets And/Or Require Them To Submit 
An Escrow Amount For The City’s To Call In A 

Street Sweeper If Necessary.
Ordinance 330 Is Effective August 19, 2021. 

Complete Copies Of The Ordinances Are Avail-
able In The Office Of The City Clerk.

Dated: Aug. 19, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC 
NOTICE 

NOTICE OF HEARING
ZIEGENFUSS LAKE - 

LAKE LEVEL DISTRICT 
KENT COUNTY

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Kent 

County Drain Commissioner, 1500 Scribner, NW, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, concerning the appor-
tionment of benefits for the Ziegenfuss Lake - 
Lake Level Special Assessment District, that a 
public hearing will be conducted on the project 
cost and apportionment of special assessments.  
The hearing will be conducted at 1500 Scribner, 
NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan on Wednesday, 
August 25, 2021, at 11:30 AM.  At the hearing, a 
proposed special assessment roll and the com-
putation of costs for said lake level will be open 
for inspection by any parties interested.

The following is a description of the parcels 
of land constituting the Lake Level District:

Portions of Sections 11 & 14 of Oakfield Town-
ship, T9N, R9W, Kent County, Michigan. Parcels: 
410811300022, 410811401001 thru 002, 
410811426001, 410811476001 thru 002, 
410811476016, 410811476007 thru 012, 
410814201007 thru 008, 410814201013 thru 
015, 410814226014 thru 015, 410814226005 
thru 008, 410814226017 thru 019

All interested persons are hereby cited to ap-
pear at the time and place of the public hearing 
and be heard with respect to the project costs and 
special assessments and your interests in rela-
tion thereto, if you so desire.  Appearance and 
protest at the Hearing to Review Special Assess-
ment is required in order to appeal the amount of 
the special assessment to the state tax tribunal.  
An appearance or protest may be made in per-
son, or by the property owner’s agent, or shall 
be permitted by letter.  If you choose to appear 
or protest by letter, the letter must be received 
by the Kent County Drain Commissioner no later 
than Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at 11:30 AM. 

Any owner of land within the District or any 
city, village, township, district or county feeling 
aggrieved by the apportionment of benefits, may 
file a written appeal of the special assessment 
with the state tax tribunal within 30 days after 
the assessment roll is confirmed if the owner or 
person having an interest in the real property 
protested the special assessment at the hearing 
held for the purpose of confirming the roll.

Dated: August 12, 2021
Kenneth Yonker

Kent County Drain Commissioner
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PUBLIC 
NOTICE 

NOTICE OF HEARING
PINE LAKE - LAKE 
LEVEL DISTRICT 
KENT COUNTY

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Kent 

County Drain Commissioner, 1500 Scribner, 
NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan, concerning the 
apportionment of benefits for the Pine Lake - 
Lake Level Special Assessment District, that a 
public hearing will be conducted on the project 
cost and apportionment of special assessments.  
The hearing will be conducted at 1500 Scribner, 
NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan on Wednesday, 
August 25, 2021, at 9:30 AM.  At the hearing, a 
proposed special assessment roll and the com-
putation of costs for said lake level will be open 
for inspection by any parties interested.

The following is a description of the parcels 
of land constituting the Lake Level District:

Portions of Sections 26 & 35 of Nelson Town-
ship, T10N, R10W, Kent County, Michighan. 
Parcels: 410326351004, 410326351017 thru 
018, 410326351032 thru 033, 410326351029, 
410326351035 thru 040, 410326352001, 
410326352008 thru 009, 410326376006, 
410335101001, 410335102009, 410335102016, 
410335102018, 410335103012 thru 013, 
410335103015 thru 018, 410335104011 
thru 012, 410335104020, 410335104024, 
410335105007 thru 008, 410335126001 thru 
009, 410335126019 thru 025, 410335126027 thru 
028, 410335126013 thru 015, 410335152008, 
410335152021 thru 034, 410335152037 thru 
038, 410335152049, 410335152053 thru 056

All interested persons are hereby cited to ap-
pear at the time and place of the public hearing 
and be heard with respect to the project costs and 
special assessments and your interests in rela-
tion thereto, if you so desire.  Appearance and 
protest at the Hearing to Review Special Assess-
ment is required in order to appeal the amount of 
the special assessment to the state tax tribunal.  
An appearance or protest may be made in per-
son, or by the property owner’s agent, or shall 
be permitted by letter.  If you choose to appear 
or protest by letter, the letter must be received 
by the Kent County Drain Commissioner no later 
than Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at 9:30 AM. 

Any owner of land within the District or any 
city, village, township, district or county feeling 
aggrieved by the apportionment of benefits, may 
file a written appeal of the special assessment 
with the state tax tribunal within 30 days after 
the assessment roll is confirmed if the owner or 
person having an interest in the real property 
protested the special assessment at the hearing 
held for the purpose of confirming the roll.

Dated: August 12, 2021
Kenneth Yonker

Kent County Drain Commissioner

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

REVISED NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WOODBECK CHAIN OF LAKES WEED CONTROL 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

41-04-35-226-002
41-04-35-251-005
41-04-35-276-002
41-04-35-277-006
41-04-35-277-007
41-04-35-377-005
41-04-35-377-006
41-04-35-377-007
41-04-35-377-008
41-04-35-377-022
41-04-35-377-023
41-04-35-377-025
41-04-35-377-026
41-04-35-377-027
41-04-35-377-028
41-04-35-377-029
41-04-35-401-003
41-04-35-401-004
41-04-35-476-003
41-04-35-476-004
41-04-35-476-005

41-04-35-476-006
41-04-35-476-009
41-04-35-476-010
41-04-35-476-011
41-04-35-476-012
41-04-35-476-013
41-04-35-476-014
41-04-35-476-015
41-04-35-476-016
41-04-35-476-017
41-04-35-476-020
41-04-35-476-021
41-04-35-476-026
41-04-35-476-027
41-04-35-476-028
41-04-35-476-033
41-04-35-476-034
41-04-35-476-036
41-04-35-476-037
41-04-35-476-038
41-04-35-476-039

41-04-35-476-040
41-04-35-476-043
41-04-35-476-044
41-04-35-476-045
41-04-35-476-046
41-04-35-476-047
41-04-35-476-048
41-04-35-476-049
41-04-35-476-050
41-04-35-476-051
41-04-35-476-052
41-04-35-476-053
41-04-35-476-054
41-04-35-476-055
41-04-35-476-056
41-04-35-476-057
41-04-35-476-058
41-04-35-476-059
41-04-35-476-060
41-04-35-476-061
41-04-35-476-062

41-04-35-476-063
41-04-35-476-064
41-04-35-476-065
41-04-36-101-006
41-04-36-101-011
41-04-36-101-012
41-04-36-101-021
41-04-36-151-001
41-04-36-151-012
41-04-36-151-014
41-04-36-152-013
41-04-36-152-034
41-04-36-152-040
41-04-36-152-047
41-04-36-154-021
41-04-36-154-022
41-04-36-154-023
41-04-36-154-016
41-04-36-300-001
41-04-36-300-002  
Total Parcels: 83

WOODBECK CHAIN OF LAKES WEED CONTROLSPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

Map of Special Assessment District

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County, 
Michigan, has determined to make certain public improvements consisting of the control of aquatic 
weeds, plants and algae in the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes (Woodbeck Lake, Horseshoe Lake, Banks 
Lake, Thomas Lake and Halfmile Lake) by means of periodic removal by chemical harvesting and other 
methods (the “Improvements”), pursuant to Act 188 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1954, as amended.  
The Township Board has tentatively determined that the cost of said Improvements shall be specially 
assessed against each of the following described lots and parcels of land which are benefitted by the 
Improvements and which together comprise the following proposed special assessment district:

Lots and parcels numbered:

(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on 
the lakes comprising the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes or 

deeded or dedicated access thereto)

TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer will hold a public hearing 
on September 21, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. or shortly thereafter, at the Spencer Township Hall, 14690 
Meddler Avenue within the Township, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed Improve-
ments, the proposed special assessment district, and all other matters relating to said Improvements.  
Please note that the original public hearing was scheduled to take place on August 17, 2021, but 
that hearing has been rescheduled for September 21.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that preliminary plans and estimates of cost for the Improvements are on 
file with the Township Clerk for public examination.

The Township Board may proceed to carry out the proposed Improvements unless written objec-
tions from the record owners of land constituting more than 20% of the total land area in the proposed 
Special Assessment District to the Improvement are filed with the Township Board at or before the 
hearing.

PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE ADDED TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
AND THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF COST SHALL NOT BE INCREASED BY MORE THAN 10% 
WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING.

Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Improvements may be necessary, without a change in 
the Special Assessment District, and in that event, such redeterminations may be made by the Town-
ship Board without further notice to record owners or parties in interest in the lands in the Special As-
sessment District, in accordance with the provisions of said Act 188.

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.

Dated:  July 20, 2021 Lisa Wright, Township Clerk

Map of Special 
Assessment District – 

Continued
(Includes only those parcels 

of land having frontage on the 
lakes comprising the Wood-

beck Chain of Lakes or deeded 
or dedicated access thereto)

SUDOKU ANSWERS from page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICE
KENT COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSION

NOTICE OF HEARING
FIVE LAKES - LAKE LEVEL DISTRICT 

KENT COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Kent 

County Drain Commissioner, 1500 Scribner, NW, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, concerning the appor-
tionment of benefits for the Pine Lake - Lake Level 
Special Assessment District, that a public hearing 
will be conducted on the project cost and appor-
tionment of special assessments.  The hearing will 
be conducted at 1500 Scribner, NW, Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan on Wednesday, August 25, 2021, at 
10:30 AM.  At the hearing, a proposed special as-
sessment roll and the computation of costs for said 
lake level will be open for inspection by any parties 
interested.

The following is a description of the parcels of 
land constituting the Lake Level District:
Portions of Sections 35 & 36 of Spencer Township, 
T10N, R9W, and portions of Sections 1, 2 and 11 
of Oakfield Township, T9N, R9W, Kent County, 
Michigan. Parcels: 

410435226002, 410435251005, 410435276002, 
410435277006 thru 007, 410435377025 thru 026, 
410435377006 thru 008, 410435377022 thru 023, 
410435377028 thru 031, 410435401003 thru 004, 
410435476020 thru 021, 410435476026, 410435476003 
thru 006, 410435476009 thru 017, 410435476033 
thru 034, 410435476036 thru 040, 410435476043 
thru 066, 410436101006, 410436101011 thru 012, 
410436101021, 410436151001, 410436151012, 
410436151014, 410436152011 thru 013, 410436152028, 
410436152040, 410436152032 thru 035, 410436152045 
thru 047, 410436153003, 410436153005 thru 006, 
410436153023, 410436153026, 410436153028 
thru 030, 410436154016, 410436154021 thru 023, 
410436300001 thru 002, 410801101021, 410801101003 
thru 004, 410801102001 thru 008, 410801102012 thru 
015, 410801151015, 410801301015, 410801301037 
thru 038, 410801351001 thru 007, 410801351023, 
410801351011 thru 021, 410801351025 thru 028, 
410801352013 thru 014, 410802201001 thru 002, 
410802201034 thru 039, 410802201041 thru 046, 
410802202001, 410802202007, 410802202010, 
410802202014 thru 015, 410802202024, 410802202027 
thru 033, 410802202035 thru 044, 410802226001 
thru 003, 410802227001, 410802227011 thru 013, 

410802227008 thru 009, 410802251015, 410802276001 
thru 008, 410802276012 thru 013, 410802276016 thru 
017, 410802276019 thru 021, 410802326002 thru 028, 
410802351010, 410802351012, 410802351014 thru 015, 
410802351004 thru 008, 410802401003, 410802451001, 
410802451004 thru 010, 410802452020 thru 022, 
410802452033, 410802452024, 410802452003 thru 
004, 410802452009 thru 012, 410802452015 thru 018, 
410802453001 thru 005, 410802476004, 410802476008 
thru 009, 410811126005 thru 007, 410811126009, 
410811126016, 410811126012 thru 014, 410811127001 
thru 002, 410811127004 thru 007, 410811201002 thru 
003, 410811202002 thru 003, 410811202006 thru 010, 
410811203011, 410811203014 thru 015, 410811226001 
thru 002, 410811226007 thru 008, 410811227009 thru 
010 

All interested persons are hereby cited to ap-
pear at the time and place of the public hearing 
and be heard with respect to the project costs and 
special assessments and your interests in relation 
thereto, if you so desire.  Appearance and protest 
at the Hearing to Review Special Assessment is 
required in order to appeal the amount of the spe-
cial assessment to the state tax tribunal.  An ap-
pearance or protest may be made in person, or by 
the property owner’s agent, or shall be permitted 
by letter.  If you choose to appear or protest by let-
ter, the letter must be received by the Kent County 
Drain Commissioner no later than Wednesday, Au-
gust 25, 2021, at 10:30 AM. 

Any owner of land within the District or any 
city, village, township, district or county feeling ag-
grieved by the apportionment of benefits, may file 
a written appeal of the special assessment with 
the state tax tribunal within 30 days after the as-
sessment roll is confirmed if the owner or person 
having an interest in the real property protested 
the special assessment at the hearing held for the 
purpose of confirming the roll.

Dated: August 12, 2021
Kenneth Yonker

Kent County Drain Commissioner

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., 
September 8, 2021 at 7:00 PM at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. 
The following application will be a matter for 
consideration:

Application by Castiglione, Owner located at 8582 
Brower Lake Rd., Rockford, MI, 49341 PP# 41-
07-34-327-149, Location for addition to residence 
and enclosure over existing deck. For release from 
Sec. 5.04 District Regulations and Section 2.01 B2, 
Existing Lots of record and any other applicable 
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance if deemed 
pertinent to permit reconstruction of a dwelling.

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting. 
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at Ph: 616-866-0622 up to the day of 
the meeting for any changes and instructions.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.

Dated: Aug. 19, 2021 Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT AND SUMMARY 

OF THE REGULATORY 
EFFECTS THEREOF

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at a 
regular meeting on August 9, 2021, the Township 
Board of the Township of Solon, adopted an 
ordinance which amends the Zoning Ordinance 
of the Township of Solon.  The principal provisions 
of the amending ordinance can be summarized 
as follows:

1. Regulation of Junk and Inoperable 
Vehicles.  The amending ordinance replaces the 
existing inoperable motor vehicles ordinance in 
its entirety. The ordinance prohibits all types of 
inoperable or junk vehicles within the Township, 
including automobiles, trucks, trailers, motorized 
and non-motorized boats, and inoperable farming 
and construction equipment.  The amending 
ordinance would prohibit the outdoor storage 
of junk or inoperable vehicles for more than 
48 hours, unless in a properly permitted junk 
yard.  The amending ordinance provides that the 
property owner is responsible for violation of the 
ordinance and imposes the same civil infraction 
penalties as the Township’s current inoperable 
motor vehicles ordinance.

2. Effective Date.  The foregoing ordinance 
shall become effective on September 19, 2021.  
A copy of the ordinance may be inspected or 
purchased at the offices of the Solon Township 
Clerk, Solon Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., 
NE, within the Township, during normal business 
hours.

Dated:  Aug. 19, 2021 TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 
THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

LEGAL NOTICES continues on page 18

utilities in the designated work area.  This reduces the risk of 
injury and inconvenience of accidentally knocking out power, 
cable, or other utilities as you enhance your landscape.

Because this important step is often overlooked, August 11th 
has become National 811 Day. It’s a reminder to include this 
important step when undertaking any landscape project, large 
or small. And remind others to do the same.

Once complete, you’ll simply be able to step out your back 
door and enjoy your slice of paradise.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books, 
including The Midwest Gardener’s Handbook and Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow Any-
thing” DVD series and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio program. Myers is a columnist and 
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her web site 
is www.MelindaMyers.com.

ParadiseParadise
...continued from page 13...continued from page 13

ply special decals that reflect ultraviolent sunlight in order 
to make your windows visible to birds of all kinds. This is 
because millions of birds are killed annually in the United 
States when colliding with windows. Those from Window-
Alert have the appearance of frosted glass, but glow like a 
stoplight for birds, so you don’t have to compromise your 
own view out your window. The brand also makes a high-
tech liquid called WindowAlert UV Liquid, which should be 
applied between decals for even greater visibility. To learn 
more about window decals for birds, visit windowalert.com.

“Hummingbirds are not only beautiful, they are important 
pollinators vital to the ecosystem,” says Spencer Schock, 
founder of WindowAlert. “With a few simple steps, you can 
make your yard a safe haven for these wonderful migratory 
creatures.”

AttractAttract
...continued from page 13...continued from page 13

more than 100 cases per 100,000 people, or a positivity rate 
of 10 percent or greater in the past seven days. Kent County 
currently has a seven-day positivity rate of 8.4 percent and 
the seven-day average for new cases is 103 per 100,000.

Due to our current risk classification and positivity rate, 
an eviction moratorium from the CDC now covers Kent 
County. Tenants in counties with high or substantial trans-
mission who meet income requirements, face a loss of in-
come, are trying to pay rent and submit a declaration form 
to their landlord, are covered by the moratorium through 
Oct 3, 2021.

It is important to remember, the COVID-19 vaccine can-
not prevent 100 percent of infections, but it does prevent 
most of them. Also, infections among vaccinated people 
are less severe than those who have not been vaccinated.

“Vaccines remain our best tool for ending this pandem-
ic, so we continue to urge everyone to get vaccinated as 
soon as possible,” said Dr. Adam London, Director of the 
Kent County Health Department. “With the delta variant 
spreading quickly throughout our community, we must re-
main vigilant and take extra steps in protecting our friends, 
family and neighbors.”

The CDC and the Kent County Health Department rec-
ommend the following guidance to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 in our community.

• Get vaccinated – find out more here
• Wear a mask or face covering in all indoor public set-

tings, regardless of vaccination status
• Practice good handwashing hygiene
• Avoid large crowds and maintain social distance from 

people outside of your household
• Get tested if you have symptoms or think you may have 

been exposed to someone with COVID-19

Risk levelRisk level
...continued from front page...continued from front page
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Humane Society of  West Michigan’sHumane Society of  West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK
Cupid – 7 year-old female – Small Mixed Breed

Say hello to Cupid, the 
cutest ball of scruff 
around! This little 
lady will surely steal 
your heart when you 
meet her. She has 
the sweetest nature, 
once she gets to know 
you, and enjoys the 
finer things in life, like 
cuddles, walks and 
hanging around with her people!
 
Cupid is available for adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, 
please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Marilyn - 1 year-old female – Domestic Longhair 

Meet Marilyn! 
This long-haired 
beauty is a bit 
shy at first, but 
once she warms 
up, she enjoys 
being around 
her people. 
Marilyn is 

hoping to find a home with her best friend Dory! 
Dory is the more confident of the two, and Marilyn 
follows her absolutely everywhere. When Dory 
seeks human attention, Marilyn likes to hang out 
nearby, though she much prefers interactive play 
with fun toys over pets or cuddles. Together these 
ladies are the purrfect pair! If you have a low-key 
home and a big heart, reach out to our adoptions 
department to set up a foster meeting soon!

Marilyn is available for adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, 
please visit: www.hswestmi.org

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE GARAGE/GARAGE/

YARD SALESYARD SALES

AUCTIONAUCTION

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

SERVICESSERVICES

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

CRAFTS CRAFTS AND AND 
BAZAARSBAZAARS

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, August 12, 2021

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7 P.M. By 
Mayor Pro Tem Conley.  The Pledge Of Allegiance 
Was Recited.  Five Councilmembers Were Present.  
Two People Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Were No Scheduled 
Public Hearings. The Agenda And The Consent 
Agenda Were Approved As Presented. Action 
Taken: Motion To Approve Of The September 1st, 
2021 American Legion Car Show Community Event 
Application, Motion To Approve The Proposal By 
Fleis And Vandenbrink For A Price Not To Exceed 
$9,300 To Create A Recreation Plan For A Grant 
Project.  Discussion: Discussion On Pickleball Courts, 
Chickens Within City Limits, Strategic Planning Matrix 
From The July 15th, 2021 Special Meeting, Personnel 
Review Of The City Manager Onto The September 
Regular Meeting Agenda, Discussion On Ordinance 
Sec. 16-46-Permitted Open Fires , Discussion On An 
Ordinance Regarding Medical Marihuana Caregiver 
Operations-Second Reading, Discussion On October 
1st-2nd CS Brewing Company Community Event 
Application.  The Meeting Was Adjourned At 9:36 
P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are Available 
In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted 
On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: Aug. 19, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

LEGAL NOTICES continued

WANTED: Crafters for Annual 
Church Bazaar. 16th annual 
sale! November 12th, 11-7, & 
13th from 9-3. Booths: $80, $5 
additional for table rental. Free 
lunch for vendors. Go to https://
tinyurl.com/27ytuhku or Contact 
Marilyn @ 616-437-6839. Solon 
Center Wesleyan now Frost 
Creek Church! #31-33b

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/30/21.

NOTICENOTICE

55+

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

$500.00 Reward for the re-
turn of Lee Perry’s gunrack 
missing since his drown-
ing in August 1978. Phone 
616-696-0423. #33-36p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Ben’s Restoration – Car 
body work, antiques, trac-
tors. Bring your prized item 
back to new. Call 616-498-
0476. #30-35p

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5pm

No Billing - All Classifieds 
Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 
for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Advertise 
HERE!
small ads 

make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655
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NOW HIRING!NOW HIRING!

Full and Part time RN Case Managers needed to see patients in 
the Kent County area. We do lots of wound care and home I.V. In-
fusion Therapy services. Case Managers coordinate care with physi-
cians and other disciplines involved with the patient’s care.
 
Occupational Therapist's (COTA’s welcome to apply!) needed for 
part time visits in the Kent and Montcalm County area.

MSW/BSW’s needed to assist patients in the Kent County area.

We are an independently owned agency. Our office is located 
in Howard City however you would see patients in your area.  
Would you like a change in pace, a more safe/relaxed family 
atmosphere, to create your own schedule, and to work one on 
one with your patient 
in the comfort of 
their own home?  If 
you answered yes 
to these questions, 
then we would love 
to speak with you!

Apply today at www.acehomehealthcareservices.com 
or feel free to call our office at (231) 937-4514.    EOE

For more information or set up an interview appt. please 
call (888) 937-4514 and ask for Kim or Michelle

Now hiring 
home health 
aides for a 
variety of areas. 

The role of a home health 
aide is to assist clients with 

daily tasks that are needed in 
order for them to continue to safely 

AUNTIE A.C.E. STAFFING AUNTIE A.C.E. STAFFING 
NEEDS YOU TO JOIN NEEDS YOU TO JOIN 
OUR TEAM!OUR TEAM!

be in the setting of their own homes. Some of those duties might 
be light housekeeping, help with their personal hygiene care, 
transfers (bed to wheelchair etc.) and respite care for the family. 
If you are a compassionate, dependable, and dedicated person 
who enjoys working with people and likes variety in their work 
we would love to speak with you!

We have started a home health aide program and no experience 
is necessary for qualified candidates. Training will be provided. 
Must be able to provide references and be willing to have crimi-
nal background check prior to hire.

Staff needed immediately to cover the Kent County area (Cedar 
Springs, Kent City/Sparta, Belmont, and Comstock Park areas for 
example). 

Care Plan

www.rockfordambulance.com

Just

$50 
a year

ENROLL TODAY!

Protects you  from out-of-pocket 
Ambulance expenses.

You can sign up and pay for the Care Plan online right 
not to get immediate protection for you and your 

household. Just go to www.rockfordambulance.com 
and click on “Care Plan” or call (616) 866-0724 for 

more information and to get the ball rolling.

Your Rockford Ambulance Car 
Plan Membership BenEfits for 
$50 a year includes: 
•  Annual membership  period October 

1st-September 30th
•  Covers everyone living in your house-

hold
•  Zero out-of-pocket cost for medi-

cal necessary ambulance (stretcher) 
transportation to the hospital

• Wheelchair Van transports and 
non-emergency treatments will be 
discounted with membership.

•  We will bill your insurance and any 
co-pays or deductibles will be waived.

• If you do not have insurance, or am-
bulance coverage is not a covered 
benefit included in your membership 
will be a 50% discount offered on 
your total bill.

•  Accreditation by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Ambulance services

Wheelchair Transporation Services

We also offer scheduled wheelchair transportation services to 
the residents of our area. Perfect for going to and from doctor 
appointments, rehab sessions, hospital visits and more. For 
more information or scheduling, please call (616) 866-4133.

InvasiveInvasive
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
trees and to not move fire-
wood.”

Balsam woolly adelgid is 
a tiny, sap-feeding insect that 
attacks true fir trees, including 
balsam, Fraser and concolor 
(white) fir. BWA has been on 
Michigan’s Invasive Species 
Watch List for years because 
repeated attacks from the pest 
weaken trees, cause twig gout-
ing, kill branches and, over 
the course of many years, 
cause trees to decline or die. 
Although new to Michigan, 
BWA has infested fir trees in 
portions of the United States 
for over 100 years likely arriv-
ing on infested nursery stock 
from Europe.

Symptoms of BWA infesta-
tion include:

* Tiny one-to-two-mil-
limeter white woolly 
tufts on the lower trunk 
of the tree and possibly 
on large branches in the 
spring and summer

* Swelling and distortion 
of the twigs, commonly 
called “gout”

* Flagging—A branch or 
branches that turn brick-
red and die

* Tree crowns that be-
come narrow and mis-
shapen with few needles

“Thanks to an alert arborist, 
MDARD was able to collect 
samples and confirm that sev-
eral Fraser fir trees on a sin-
gle residential property were 

infested with 
Balsam woolly 
adelgid,” said 
Mike Philip, 
MDARD’s Pes-
ticide and Plant 
Pest Manage-
ment Division Director. “Early 
detection and response are cru-
cial to our efforts to protect the 
state’s natural resources. We 
don’t know how long it’s been 
here or if it’s spread; however, 
PPPM and its partner agencies 
will begin survey work to try 
and determine the extent of the 
infestation.

In 2014, MDARD imple-
mented a balsam woolly adel-
gid quarantine regulating the 
movement of potentially in-
fested nursery stock from areas 
in North America with known 
infestations.

“This invasive insect is a 
threat to the nearly 1.9 billion 
balsam fir trees in Michigan’s 
forests,” said Rob Miller, 
PPPM’s invasive species pre-
vention and response special-
ist. “And, as the third largest 
Christmas tree-growing state 
in the country, Michigan pro-
duces nearly 13.5 million fir 
trees each year, which are 
susceptible to balsam woolly 
adelgid.”

Although not native to 
Michigan, Fraser and concolor 
fir trees are often planted on 
home landscapes. Balsam fir is 
native to the Upper Peninsula 

and Northern Lower Peninsu-
la but also found throughout 
the state in residential and park 
settings.

As more and more people 
spend time outdoors, the po-
tential for spreading balsam 
woolly adelgid and other inva-
sive species also grows.

“Human movement is one 
of the most common ways 
non-native species spread. 
When travelling, remember 
to leave firewood at home and 
buy it locally at your destina-
tion,” Miller added. “Balsam 
woolly adelgid cannot trav-
el far on its own but may be 
carried by wind, wildlife or 
infested wood.”

If you notice these symp-
toms, take photos, note the 
location, and report it to the 
Midwest Invasive Species 
Information Network or 
MDARD at MDA-Info@
Michigan.gov or call 800-292-
3939. For more information 
on balsam woolly adelgid 
and other invasive species in 
Michigan, and to find out what 
you can do to help prevent 
them, visit Michigan.gov/In-
vasives.

Tufts. Photo courtesy of Jerald E. Dewey, USDA For-
est Service Bugwood.org.
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Cedar Springs, MI
14301 White Creek Ave NE 

(616) 696-5212

Sale prices good, Friday, Aug.20 through Thursday, Aug. 26, 2021

Hours: 
Sun 8am-8pm

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm 

We accept 
Apple Pay and Google Pay
and gladly accept EBT, WIC, 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover

Fresh 
Sweet Corn 

4/$14/$1

Michigan
Cucumbers

59¢59¢eaea FAMILY PACK
New York Strip Steaks

2/$42/$4

Asparagus

2.492.49/lb

$5.99$5.99/lb/lb
Michigan

Green Beans

79¢79¢/lb

Jalapenos

79¢79¢/lb

Mangoes 

79¢79¢ea

2/$52/$5
Michigan

Celery

99¢99¢

2lb2lb
bagbag

All Gallon 
Milk 
EXCLUDING 
CHOCOLATE

Quaker Granola Bars 
8ct

Roma 
Tomatoes 

99¢99¢/lb/lb

Michigan
Carrots

1.291.29ea

Michigan
Peaches

1.491.49/lb

2.792.79eaea

Toaster Strudels 
Assorted 
Varieties 
11.7oz

FAMILY PACK 
Stew Meat

FAMILY PACK 
Chicken Drumsticks

$5.49$5.49/lb/lb 99¢99¢/lb/lb

Dutch Farms 
Stuffed Chicken Breasts 
5oz Assorted Varieties

$1.29$1.29eaea

Coburn Farms 
String Cheese 16oz

J. Higgs 
Variety 
Pack 
Chips

4.794.79eaea

3.293.29eaea

Coburn Farms 
Colby Jack Snack Sticks 
9oz

4.994.99eaea


