
by Lois Allen

Time flies when you’re having 
fun—or publishing a newspa-
per. It seems like it travels at the 
speed of light, punctuated with 
deadlines that never end. We 
made it through Covid, so far. 
The Post received a grant as well 
as a PPP loan, which kept us from 
going into the red.

July flew by before we knew 
it. July is a milestone for The 
Post. The end of July marked 33 
years that we have published Ce-
dar Springs news. It hasn’t been 
easy; if it was easy, and made lots 
of money, everybody would be 
doing it!

We are looking forward to 
our flowers, cards, and a Happy 
Birthday hug from Donna Clark 
at the Cedar Springs Library. 
Love you Donna!

According to publisher Ker-
ri Snowdin of The Coopersville 
Observer, “Small town news-

papers can reflect, affirm and 
build a positive community at-
mosphere and we strive to do 
just that.”

Where else are you going to 
see your kids or neighbors in a 
newspaper? People don’t have 
to commit a crime to make the 
local news.  Local papers print 
news good and bad. We cel-
ebrate people who are doing 
good things in our community 
and sometimes the tragedies 
as well.

When America was young 
and growing, newspapers built 
this country by keeping the 
public informed about their 
town and the world at large. 
Newspapers have changed 
lives, documented births and 
deaths, covered the local sto-
ries and the growth of many 
towns, villages and cities.

Hong Kong’s pro-democ-
racy Apple Daily newspaper, 
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Townships vote 
down requests

Four-car crash injures two

By Judy Reed 

Residents chose two 
candidates Tuesday 
to compete for Mich-
igan’s 28th District 

senate seat, and two 
area townships voted 

down three proposals on the ballot.
The Republican race for the 28th District senate was 

close, with all three contenders getting just over or 
under 33 percent of the vote. Rep. Mark Huizenga 
won out, with 9,531 votes (33.82 percent). Algoma 
Supervisor Kevin Green had 9,357 votes (33.2 per-
cent), and Rep. Tommy Brann had 9,272 votes (32.9 
percent).

On the Democratic side, Keith Courtade won with 
6,413 votes (60.94 percent) and Gidget Groendyk had 
4,101 votes (38.97 percent).

Huizenga and Courtade will compete for the seat on 
the November ballot.

Voters in Nelson Township voted down two propos-
als on the ballot. The first was an increase in the mill-
age for Nelson Township to help support the main-
tenance of the Library, and the second was whether 
to allow two licenses for marijuana processors and 
growers in the township.

According to Nelson Supervisor Robyn Britton, the 
funds are needed to buy a new boiler or other heating 
system for the library, and to make repairs to a leaky 
roof. Voters voted down the proposal, with 319 resi-
dents voting yes, and 481 voting no. If it had passed, 
the increase would have brought in $88,427 in the 
first calendar year and would’ve lasted through 2024. 

The second proposal was put on the ballot by resi-
dent Jason Fisher, of J&R Auto Recyclers, on North-
land Drive. Nelson Township has opted out of having 
marihuana businesses in the township. Fisher, who 
wants to become a marihuana grower and processor, 
filed a petition to get it on the ballot to let the residents 
decide. With 259 yes votes, and 465 no votes, the vote 
did not pass.

Voter turn out in Nelson Township was 21.36 per-
cent.

Sparta Township also voted down an ordinance 
passed by their board last October. Ordinance 20-03 
rezoned a 68.98-acre portion of the property located 
in the township at 9029 Alpine Avenue NW, Perma-
nent Parcel No. 41-05-35-201-002 from the R-1 Low 
Density Single Family and A-2 Agricultural to the 
Open Space Planned Unit Development, in order to 
allow for a future housing development called Hidden 
Prairie. The proposal asked if the ordinance, as adopt-
ed by the township, should be approved. With 262 yes 
votes, and 985 no votes, it was not approved.

Semi driver arrested in 
hit and run

This SUV was hit by a semi that 
ran the stop light at 14 Mile Rd 

and Myers Lake. The driver was 
not injured. 

Photo courtesy of MSP.

Michigan State Troopers 
from the Grand Rapids Post 
responded to a hit and run 
crash at 14 Mile Road and 
Myers Lake Wednesday 
morning, August 4.  

A semi traveling east-
bound on 14 Mile Road 
failed to stop at the stop 
light at Myers Lake and 
struck a SUV traveling 
southbound.  The driver of 
the semi failed to stop and 

continued towards Green-
ville.

A “be on the lookout” 
(BOL) was broadcast for 
the semi.  Greenville Police 
located the semi, which had 
a missing tire and damage 
from the crash, in the City 
of Greenville.  Troopers re-
sponded to their location, 
and after their investiga-
tion, arrested the driver for 
allegedly driving while in-

toxicated.  
“This is an excellent ex-

ample of great multi-juris-
dictional teamwork,” said 
an MSP spokesperson. 
“Thankfully, the driver of 
the SUV was not injured!”

One person 
was critically 
injured and an-
other suffered 
minor injuries 
after a driver 
ran a stop sign 
at Myers Lake 
Avenue and 
17 Mile Road 
W e d n e s d a y 
morning.

According to 
the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
the four-vehicle 
crash occurred Wednesday, 
August 4, at 6:13 a.m.  Their 
investigation showed that a 
Chrysler van was northbound 
on Myers Lake Ave N.E. when 
it failed to stop at the stop sign 
at 17 Mile Rd, and struck a 
Dodge Avenger attempting 
to turn southbound on Myers 

Lake Ave N.E. from west-
bound 17 Mile Rd N.E. The 
Chrysler van also struck a 
Buick passenger car that was 
westbound on 17 Mile Rd 
N.E. A southbound Ford pick-
up truck that was stopped at 
the stop sign at the intersec-
tion was also struck.

The driver 
of the Chrysler 
van, a 56-year-
old female 
from Rockford, 
was transport-
ed to Spectrum 
B u t t e r w o r t h 
Hospital with 
minor injuries. 
The driver of 
the Buick pas-
senger car, a 
2 7 - y e a r - o l d 
male from 
Sidney, was 

transported to Spectrum But-
terworth Hospital in critical 
condition. The drivers of the 
Dodge Avenger and Ford 
pickup truck were not injured.

Courtland Fire Department 
and Rockford Ambulance as-
sisted at the scene. The crash 
remains under investigation.
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a Reader’s Theatre produc-
tion called An Evening With 
The People of Spoon River. 
Dick and Nora Slaight, Ter-
ri Riggle and nine others did 
the tech for the show. They 
performed on the apron, in 
front of the theater screen, 
with minimal handmade 

props, a couple of bench-
es borrowed from Probst 
Furniture, “can” lights, and 
found or made costumes. 
They even took Spoon Riv-
er on the road to Edmore, 
where they performed for a 
hospital guild.
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A Solon Township wom-
an was sentenced Tuesday 
for embezzling funds from 
the Cedar Springs Junior 
Ball League.

Kathryn (Katie) Rose 
Merritt, 38, entered a guilty 
plea earlier this year to 
embezzlement of less than 
$200.00 from a nonprofit 
corporation, which is a mis-
demeanor. She originally 
was facing a felony, and up 
to 10-years in prison on a 
charge of embezzling more 
than $1,000 but less than 
$20,000.

Merritt was sentenced 
Tuesday, August 3, to 10 
days in jail, probation for 
2 years, and 240 volunteer 
hours in 12 months. She 
also paid $10,000 in resti-
tution and must repay the 
remainder (about $14,000) 
over two years. An apolo-
gy letter was also written to 
players, family, and spon-
sors.

The investigation got un-
derway last year when Amy 
Gillette, president of CS-
JBL, filed an embezzlement 

Northland Drive will be closed between Ritchie Avenue and Lake Street beginning August 9. 
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Founded in 1976 
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of  actual students

Host an Exchange Student Today !
(for 3, 5 or 10 months)(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

P R O G R A M M E S  I N T E R N A T I O N A U X  D ' É C H A N G E S  É T U D I A N T S

Hanna from Germany, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings. 
Hanna plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America. 

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.  
Loves to play baseball and spend 
time with his dogs. Giorgio also 
plays the guitar, and his dream 
is to join a drama club at his 
American high school. 

Make a lifelong  
friend from abroad.   

Enrich your family with 
another culture. Now you can 
host a high school exchange 

student (girl or boy) from 
Belgium, France, Germany, 
Netherlands, Scandinavia, 
Spain, Japan, Italy or other 

countries. Single parents, as 
well as couples with or without 
children, may host. Contact us 
ASAP for more information or 

to select your student.

Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)  
host.asse.com or email info@asse.com
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Call Whitney at 616-889-7861 or 
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

DID YOU KNOW 
There is a new

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Mortgage office in 
downtown Cedar Springs?!
Contact Chris Conflitti for your 
no obligation quote and check 
interest rates. 
Christopherconflitti@rocketpro.com

Agent NMLS# 2021391
 

616-205-799495 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Aristotle claimed that 
drinkers of wine and 
other intoxicants 
fall in random 

directions, but beer 
drinkers always fall 

on their back.  

Man with machete 
charged with assault

A Howard City man has 
been charged with felonious 
assault after threatening an-
other man with a machete.

According to the Mont-
calm County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, the incident occurred 
about 7:44 p.m. on Mon-
day, August 2, in the 21000 
block of West Almy Rd, in 
Reynolds Township.

The Sheriff’s Office said 
they responded to a report 
of a man wielding a ma-
chete and making threats. 

 When they arrived, they 
spotted a vehicle matching a vehicle description of the 
suspect with the machete.  The vehicle was stopped, and 
the man refused to comply with orders given by the dep-
uty.  The man resisted as the deputy and assisting officer 
attempted to take the man into custody. The machete was 
found in the man’s vehicle.

The victim in this case, a 53-year-old man from Howard 
City, was threatened with the machete prior to the deputy 
arriving, but was not injured.

The suspect has been identified as Benito Lopez, age 
41, from Howard City.  Lopez has been charged with two 
counts of Resisting and Obstructing an Officer, and a charge 
of Felonious Assault. Lopez remains in the County Jail on 
a $20,000 bond.

The deputy and assisting officer were uninjured.  Drug 
use by Lopez is suspected to be a contributing factor.

The Sheriff’s Office was assisted by the Lakeview Police 
Department.

 

Woman sentenced for 
embezzlement from non-profit

Road work to close 
Northland Drive

Benito Lopez

By Judy Reed

Those traveling between Cedar Springs 
and Sand Lake via Northland Drive will 
need to take a detour starting next week.

Beginning Monday, August 9, Northland 
Drive will be closed from Ritchie Ave to 
Lake St until September 30 for work on 
both the Sand Lake Drain, and road recon-
struction.

According to Maura Lamoreaux, with the 

Kent County Road Commission, phase one 
will be the county drain work, south of Lake 
Street. That will take about two weeks. 

Phase 2 will be the road work. It includes 
asphalt and concrete pavement removal, 
aggregate base installation, concrete curb 
& gutter work, hot mix asphalt (HMA) sur-
face application and restoration.

Through traffic will be detoured down/up 
Ritchie Avenue between Northland and 22 
Mile Rd. Post photo by J. Reed.

Kathryn Rose Merritt
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13861 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010
or Fax: 616-696-2715

OPEN Mon-Fri 7:30am - 6pm, 
Saturday 7:30am - 4pm

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly www.whitecreeklumber.com

Quantities are limited.  While supplies last.
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complaint. 
Gillette told 
inves t iga -
tors that she 
r e t r i e v e d 
bank state-
ments and 
r e v i e w e d 
d e p o s i t s 
and with-
d r a w a l s , 
noting sev-
eral finan-
cial discrep-
ancies. 

Cash withdrawals, pur-
chases at hotels and car 
rentals were discovered 
during the probe. The em-
bezzlement reportedly oc-
curred between 2013 and 

2020.
 Kent 

County Sher-
iff’s Depu-
ty Charles 
Price wrote 
in a probable 
cause affida-
vit that Mer-
ritt was inter-
viewed “and 
c o n f e s s e d 
that the card 
was used by 

her to make purchases that 
were not approved.’’

The unauthorized transac-
tions topped $24,300, court 
records show.

In the apology letter writ-
ten by Merritt, she noted 

that she used poor judg-
ment, and that the misuse 
of funds was completely 
wrong and went against all 
moral character. She said 
she was disappointed in 
herself and asked for for-
giveness.

She is currently in custo-
dy at the Kent County Cor-
rectional facility.

Cedar Springs Junior 
Ball League has a 16-acre 
facility on Shaner Avenue 
NE near 17 Mile Road and 
offers a variety of program-
ming for children.

.

Law enforcement put the 
brakes on speeding
More than 2,900 tickets issued in effort to curb 
risky-driving behavior

Paw-some pet event Cedar Springs Community Players 
celebrate 50th anniversary
by Sue Harrison, CSCP charter member

Monday, July 26, wasn’t 
only a warm day because 
of the temperature, it was 
a heartwarming day as 
well. Precious dogs and 
cats, along with their hu-
man families, from all over 
the communities of Sparta, 
Cedar Springs, Sand Lake 
and Rockford, attended 
the Totally Paw-Some Pet 
Event at the Sparta Senior 
Neighbors Center. The spe-
cial event was a first for 
the community, as the Hu-
mane Society of Western 
Michigan serviced more 

than 50 pets by adminis-
trating low-cost vaccines. 
This co-sponsored event 
was geared to help lower 
income pet owners in Kent 
County.  Families of all 
ages were very grateful to 
receive these savings and 
ensure their pets were get-
ting the care they needed to 
stay healthy. 

Pronto Pups from Grand 
Rapids and the Sparta Se-
nior Neighbors Center kept 
everyone fed and the ani-
mals hydrated. Pet photos 
were taken and sent to each 

family after the event.  A 
best dressed pet was chosen 
at the event and a beautiful 
Maltese mix by the name of 
Lady Salas (owner Bonnie 
Salas) took the cash prize. 
The Humane Society’s Kib-
bles Connection program 
was also very generous, 
offering every pet family 
member a bag of dog/cat 
food and pet toys, leashes, 
and cute outfits. 

“Senior Neighbors and 
the Humane Society of 
Western Michigan are al-

To help combat an alarming rise in 
speeding and fatal crashes on Michigan roadways, 
dozens of law enforcement agencies across the state re-
cently issued 2,941 speeding citations and 2,353 warnings 
as part of a regional traffic safety initiative.

The Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning 
(OHSP) and the National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration’s Region 5 Office partnered with five other states 
(Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin) as part 
of the “Great Lakes, High Stakes” campaign. From June 
19 to June 27, more than 50 municipal, county and Michi-
gan State Police (MSP) law enforcement agencies focused 
on stopping speeding drivers.

“This effort is a wake-up call about the significance 
of traffic safety,” said Michael L. Prince, director of the 
OHSP. “Speed kills. This campaign has been a timely re-
minder about the need to educate motorists about the im-
portance of obeying the speed limit and the value of en-

forcing the laws already on the books.” 
Preliminary numbers show that in addition to the speed-

ing citations and speed-violation warnings, there were also 
314 seat belt violation citations issued. Among motorists 
taken off the roads were 109 drivers arrested for Operating 
While Intoxicated (OWI) and 25 arrested for Operating Un-
der the Influence of Drugs (OUID).

Law enforcement agencies cited numerous examples of 
risky and dangerous driving:

• During nine traffic stops by the MSP Grand Rapids Post 
in a 55 mph zone, all of the motorists were driving 70 mph 
or more.   

• The Hazel Park Police Department reported that of the 
111 speeding citations issued, two were for 20 to 24 mph 
over the speed limit; four were for 25 to 29 mph over the 
speed limit; five for 30 to 39 mph over; one for 40 mph 
over; and one for 60 mph over the speed limit (100 mph 
in a 40).

• The Chippewa County Sheriff’s Office reported a semi-
truck going 86 mph on M-28.

While Michigan has seen a 22 percent reduction in traffic 
crashes—245,432 in 2020 compared to 314,377 in 2019—
there has been a spike in fatalities. Crash data from the MSP 
Criminal Justice Information Center indicates 1,083 people 
died from crashes on Michigan roads in 2020, a 10 per-
cent increase over 2019, when 985 deaths were reported. In 
2020, there were 200 speed-related fatalities on Michigan 
roadways compared to 185 in 2019, an 8 percent increase.

The Cedar Springs Com-
munity Players are celebrat-
ing their 50th Anniversary 
in 2021.

It was started 50 years 
ago in the summer of 1971 
by Craig Slaight, who later 
became the Executive Di-
rector of the Youth Conser-
vatory Theatre in San Fran-
cisco, California. 

In 1971, Craig was a 
19-year-old college soph-
omore, home from Cen-
tral Michigan University, 
who had an idea that Cedar 
Springs needed a commu-
nity theatre. He contacted 
friends, got the blessing of 
Kent Theatre owners, John 
and Charlotte Rogalews-
ki, borrowed $75 from his 
parents, Richard and Nora 
Slaight, and with a script 
he adapted from Edgar Lee 
Masters poetry collection, 
“Spoon River Anthology,” 
Craig directed the first stage 
show at the Kent Theatre 
since the 1920’s. 

On August 17 and 18, 
1971, Craig directed a cast 
including Sue Harrison, 
Ardena Roberts, Glenn 
Stout, and LaVern Jones, in 

Annie Get your Gun in 1973, with Barb Clark Waller as Annie, and 
Rev. David Doyle, of Pioneer Christian Church, as Frank Butler.
(He was Pastor of the Pioneer Christian Church in 1973)

    PAW-SOME-  continues on page 10
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You can win 
more friends with 

your ears than 
with your mouth.
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From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

...Let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath.

James 1:19b

ChurchChurch

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 10:00 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

NEW TIME!

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

ObituaryObituary

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters 
of up to 350 words. The subject should be 
relevant to local readers, and the editor re-
serves the right to reject letters or edit for 
clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and li-
ability concerns. All submissions MUST be 
accompanied by full name, mailing address 
and daytime phone number. We use this in-
formation to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or ac-
knowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 
370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICE
POSTPOST  ScriptsScripts

BEVERLY A. 
SHELDON

Beverly A. 
Sheldon, age 
74, passed away 
July 22, 2021, 
s u r r o u n d e d 
by her loving 
family. She was 
born February 
21, 1947, in 
Grand Rapids, 
MI the daughter 
of Maurice and 
Delores Streeter.
Beverly was preceded in death by her 
husband of 37 years, Terry; her parents; two 
sisters, Linda Steele, Marcia Hovey; one 
brother, Douglas Streeter; one sister-in-law, 
Debra Sheldon and two brothers-in-law, 
Robert Steele and Thomas Hovey Jr. She is 
survived by her children, James (Darlene) 
Hawkins, Danette (Cameo) Crump, Jennifer 
(Ryan) Kent; grandchildren, Lee Vega, 
Nico Vega, Kara Vega, Kennedee Vega, 
Makenzie (Nick Hamilton) Kent, Kylee 
Kent; great-grandchildren, Erica Vega, 
Ryder Vega and Rowen Vega. Beverly was 
a dedicated mother first and foremost. She 
treasured her children and embraced every 
moment with them. She especially loved the 
role of Grandma, Myna and Gigi. She had 
a vivacious personality and always made 
people around her laugh. She made friends 
everywhere she went and her customers 
of her hair and tanning salon loved her as 
well. She will be greatly missed by so many. 
Beverly’s family will receive relatives and 
friends Friday, August 6, 2021 from 6:00 
p.m. To 8:00 p.m. at the Pederson Funeral 
Home, 127 N. Monroe St., Rockford, MI.
The family welcomes messages and 
memories in their online guestbook at www.
plaisier funeral.com.

Arrangements by Pederson
 Funeral Home, Rockford

PASTOR INGE WHITTEMORE
EAST NELSON 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
9024 18 Mile Rd NE, Cedar Springs

WHO ARE YOU?
There is an incredibly common lie that way too many of us believe. We 

believe that our worth and identity come from what we do. Have you ever 
noticed at a social gathering that the conversation often begins, “So, what 
is your story?”  For a long time I answered and labeled myself as a banker. 
My job and position was the first thing that came out of my mouth when I 
answered this question. I lived believing that who I am is what I do.

King Solomon figured this out. He was considered to be the wisest and 
richest man who ever lived and in Ecclesiastes 2:10b (NIV) he said, “My 
heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor.”  

He boasted that he was the ruler of a great kingdom, had built temples 
and buildings, and had become as rich as anyone could. He was proud of 
who he saw himself to be. But then in verse 11 he catches himself up short 
and says, “Yet, when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had 
toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind” 
(NIV).

If we believe the lie that our identity comes from what we do, then it is 
an identity coming from the wrong place. We are not what we do, nor what 
we’ve done, nor what we are going to do. We are who God says we are. 
Let that sink in a minute. We are not our performance, accomplishments, 
wealth or what others think of us. We are who God says we are.  

So, here is an idea. When asked about yourself, can you change your 
standard answer? I’m not saying that what you do for a living is not im-
portant; but instead of simply replying mechanic or stay-at-home mom, 

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

lawyer, retired accountant, cook or dishwasher can you an-
swer who you really are?   

We are God’s handiwork! We are children of the King! 
We are joint heirs with Christ!  We are who God says we 
are. And I like to remember what a fellow youth leader 
would always say as the youth headed out into the night 
after our group meetings. He would say, “Remember who 
you are and never forget WHOSE you are.”  

We are who God calls us to be and we belong to God. So 
please know how absolutely precious you are—how won-
derful you are to God. You are so wonderful he sent his only 
son to save us all.

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—
and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by 
works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do” Ephesians 2:8-10 (NIV).

Remember who you are and whose you are! 

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Nunsense in 2014, with Nuns (L to R): Katie Zank, Anna Johnson, Erica Czerski, Lauren 
Forman, and Laura Johnson.

Early in 1972, this core group of theatre 
buffs met at the Kent Theatre and chose 
the name Cedar Springs Community 
Players and drew up the first Constitution. 
Craig Slaight was the first president and 
was one of the many directors the Players 
have had over the 50 years.

Some of those directors include Sue 
Harrison, Terri Riggle, Herbert Welch, 
Nancy Zufelt, Linda

Hunt, David Horvath, Brad Slaight, 
Katie Zank, Kristian Phillippy, David 
Schmuker, and Charlene Sommer. The 
Cedar Springs Community Players have 
presented 90 productions in their 50-year 
history.

Early shows by the Players were pre-
sented on a very small “apron” of stage 
in front of the movie screen at the Kent 
Theatre. The “dressing room” was the 
coal bin on stage right and a small area 
behind the furnace up-stage of the mov-
ie screen. Lighting was established with 
“can lights” run from a piece of “board” (literally) on the 
wall stage right on which were mounted a number of round 
home-lights dimmer switches. Two people with impeccable 
timing were needed for a smooth complete dimming of a 
scene. Because there was no room at the Kent to build sets, 
Dick Slaight and Marv Emery built the set pieces in Dick’s 
garage and basement and assembled them at the Kent. The 
train scenes from Annie Get Your Gun were constructed in 
the Hugh Grannis barn, painted by Sal Grayvold, and as-
sembled at the Kent. That process of building sets away 
from the Kent continued to some extent, when Gary Moore, 
Tom Noreen, and others, built sets in later years.

Cedar Springs had its own WORLD PREMIER in Oc-
tober of 1974, during Red Flannel Day. Nora Slaight, city 
council member and mother of Players founder Craig, 
wrote an original musical called The Red Flannel Reviv-
al. It was the story of the Clipper Girls, Nina Babcock and 
Grace Hamilton, who owned the local Clipper newspaper, 
and how they started Red Flannel Day in the late 1930s. 
William Lowry, from North Carolina, composed the music.

On opening night, October 10, 1974, during Red Flan-
nel Weekend, a giant searchlight lit up the sky of Cedar 
Springs, as celebrities arrived at the Kent Theatre in vintage 
1930s automobiles for the premier of The Red Flannel Re-
vival. Nora, William, and Craig Slaight, who directed the 
show, arrived first, followed by other dignitaries, including 
the Red Flannel Queen and her Court and others. The last 
car to arrive carried Nina Babcock, the surviving Clipper 
Girl, along with Ardena Roberts, who played Nina, and Sue 
Harrison, who played Grace, in the show.

Each group was ushered to a waiting microphone manned 
by Master of Ceremonies, Robin Williams (the Cedar 
Springs Robin Williams who later became a disc jockey in 
Grand Rapids).

Ardena Roberts read to the assembled crowd a telegram 

CelebrateCelebrate
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

of congratulations that Nina Babcock had received that day 
from the President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford. 
President Ford congratulated Nora on her play and sent his 
regrets to friend, Nina, that he could not attend the premier, 
and wished everyone well. Nina and Grace were personal 
friends of Gerald Ford and as editors of the Cedar Springs 
Clipper, were instrumental in 1948 in helping Congressman 
Gerald Ford carry northern Kent County in his quest for 
U.S. Congress.

In 1975, Dick Slaight and others extended the Kent The-
atre Stage 10 feet into the audience to accommodate the 
breakfast scene and other scenes for the production of The 
Miracle Worker, directed by Sue Harrison.

The Cedar Springs Community Players was incorporated 
as a non-profit group in 1976.

At that time, Players membership had grown to more than 
40-plus and the Players were producing three to four shows 
a season. In the late 1970’s the Players joined the Com-
munity Theatre Association of Michigan and even hosted 
a comedy workshop at the Community Building conducted 
by James Carver of the Kalamazoo Civic Players.

Like most community theaters, The C.S. Communi-
ty Players shows were shut down recently because of the 
Covid epidemic. However, the Players youth theater show, 
Into The Woods, Jr., will be presented on August 6, 7, 8 and 
August 13, 14, and 15 at 7:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
and 2:00 p.m. Sunday, in the Heart of Cedar Springs am-
phitheater. 

This summer show will be the 90th show for the Cedar 
Springs Community Players. The Players will be

presenting the comedy, Harvey, at the Kent Theatre on 
September 17, 18, 19, 2021. Community

Theatre is alive and continues to bring live theatre oppor-
tunities to Cedar Springs.

Do youDo you  own own 
a businessa business
in the following areas?in the following areas?
• Cedar Springs
• Sand Lake
• Howard City

• Kent City
• Newaygo

Call me for a free 
professional 

marketing 
consultation.

Melissa Kleyn
Media Consultant

616.799.4967
sales@cedarspringspost.com

PP      STST
TheThe

P 616.696.3655 | F 616.696.9010

36 E. Maple Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
REAL NEWS @ 

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
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JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

Into the Woods JR Play 
Aug. 6-8,13-15: Into the Woods, JR is the Cedar 
Springs Community Players youth theatre show for 
2021. It will be performed August 6, 7, and 8 and again 
August 13, 14, and 15 at 7 pm on Friday and Saturday 
and 2 pm Sunday. All performances are at “The Heart 
of Cedar Springs Amphitheater,” by the Cedar Springs 
Library. Donations will be cheerfully accepted at each 
show. Into the Woods, JR is licensed through Music 
Theater International. #30,31

Concert at Velzy Park
Aug. 12: Come enjoy great music at Velzy Park located 
behind Solon Township Hall, 15185 Algoma on August 
12th from 7 to 9 pm. Featuring Boyfriends Band. In the 
event of rain, the concert will be inside. Please bring 
your own lawn chairs. #31,32

Sand Lake All City Rummage Sale
Aug. 13,14: The Sand Lake All City Rummage Sale will 
be held on Aug 13 & 14, Friday and Saturday. Hours 
vary by vendor but generally from 9 am to 4 pm. Visit 
our community to hunt for your next treasure. #30-32

Keeler Brass Reunion
Aug. 17: The Keeler Brass Reunion will be held on 
Tuesday, August 17th at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
180 S. 3rd Street, Sand Lake MI 49343. Bring a dish to 
pass. For more information call, 616-636-5342 or 616-
696-0146. #31,32

12:00PM - 1:00PM
MONA SHORES 

FIDDLERS

1:00PM - 1:45PM
SCOIL RINCE NI BHRAONAIN 

IRISH DANCERS

2:00PM - 3:15PM
THE FOUNDING

3:15PM - 4:00PM
McCLINTIC SCHOOL OF 

HIGHLAND DANCE
4:15PM - 5:30PM

PEAT IN THE CREEL

11:00AM - 12:00PM
“THE NEW BRIGADE” 

(AT THE MAIN GATE)

5:30PM – 6:15PM
MUSKEGON REGIONAL 

POLICE PIPE BAND

6:15PM - 7:00PM
ARDAN ACADEMY OF 

IRISH DANCE
7:15PM - 8:30PM
CROSSBOW

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14TH, 2021

Marriage wakeup coffee

As Barb was getting to know David and his family, 
she was very impressed by how much his parents loved 
each other.

“They’re so thoughtful,” Barb said. “Your dad even 
brings your mom a cup of hot coffee in bed every

morning.”
David nodded. “I know,” he said, and smiled. “It’s 

great.”
After a time, Barb and David were engaged. Barb re-

marked again on David’s loving parents and how nice
it was for his dad to serve his mom coffee in bed each 

morning. “Hopefully the apple doesn’t fall too far from 
the tree,” she said, and winked.

David smiled. “You won’t be disappointed,” he said. 
“It runs in the family.”

The couple was soon married, and upon waking on 
that first morning as David’s wife, Barb woke up expect-
ing to smell the intoxicating aroma of freshly brewed 
coffee.

Instead, her husband was snoring loudly beside her.
She shook him awake. “Hey, handsome, how about 

that coffee?” she asked sweetly.
“Two creams, one sugar,” he mumbled.
“No, I mean, why aren’t you getting me coffee?” 

asked Barb. “I thought you said it runs in the family.”
“It does,” replied a groggy David. “And I take after 

my mom.” License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLCLLC

616-636-5565 616-636-5565 oror 616-951-7171 616-951-7171
Serving Kent, Montcalm, 
Newaygo Counties 

and Surrounding Areas

Family owned & operated for over 30 years!

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Licensed & Insured

8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

616-887-1791

www.spartachevy.com
*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

Masks required for the unvaccinated. Please 
practice Social Distancing, (Families that live to-

gether can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY: 6 PM
SATURDAY: 3 PM & 6 PM
SUNDAY: 3 PM

AUGUST  6  •  7  •  8AUGUST  6  •  7  •  8

Movie TicketsMovie Tickets  

ONLYONLY  $$3.003.00

End of summer celebration

Muskegon 
River clean up 
August 7

Into the Woods, Jr.

This photo shows a pile of debris from a previous Muskegon River 
clean up. Courtesy photo.

Local youth have been hard at work on this summer’s show. Courtesy photos.

The cast of Into the Woods, Jr. is ready to open their show Friday, 
August 6 at 7 p.m. Music and lines are rehearsed; props and set 
pieces collected; costumes fitted; sound tested, and painting com-
pleted…the show is ready to go!

Only one more thing is needed—an audience! The kids and youth 
of the Cedar Springs Community Players summer show have been 
practicing and preparing for their opening night. Come enjoy the 
music and story of Sondheim and Lapine’s award winning musical 
Into the Woods, Jr.

Performances are August 6, 7, and 8 and again August 13, 14, and 
15 at 7 p.m. on Friday and Saturday; and 2 p.m. Sunday.  All perfor-
mances are at “The Heart of Cedar Springs Amphitheater,” located 
on Maple Street just west of Main Street by the Cedar Springs Li-
brary.  Donations will be cheerfully accepted at each show.

Mary Chase’s comedy Harvey is the Cedar Spring Community 
Players’ next production on September 17, 18 and 19 at the Historic 
Kent Theatre.

The annual Muskegon River clean up is 
back this Saturday, August 7, and will be held 
from the Bridgeton Launch Site to the Maple 
Island Launch Site. Come out and have some 

Before the kids head back 
to school, join the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office on 
Friday, Aug. 13 from 3-6 

p.m. at Cedar Trails Ele-
mentary (Main Street NE 
and Holton Drive NE) to 
celebrate the end of summer 

with our friends from the Ce-
dar Springs Public Library 
and the Cedar Springs Fire 
Department. There will be 

plenty of games, food, and 
giveaways! Bring the entire 
family to this FREE event. 
Just follow the cruiser lights!

fun while helping to clean-up the River. Registration is 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Bridgeton Boat Launch. You must 
register to be eligible for drawings and cookout. There will 
be drawings for donated kayaks, gift certificates and more.

This is a free event, except for the $5 Bridgeton Twp 
parking fee.

follow us on facebookfollow us on facebook

The Cedar Springs 
POST Newspaper

6,891 people like this
7,117 people follow this

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/



You may have noticed 
over your morning cup of 
coffee or tea that more birds 
are flitting from tree to 
flower to ground in search 
of food and water. It also 
might strike you how quiet 
these birds are compared to 
the morning chorus com-
mon in May and June.

At the end of July, most 
chicks have fledged, mean-
ing they have left the nest. 
Birds are most abundant 
now compared to other 
times of the year as fledg-
lings join the ranks of their 
parents. Most adults stop 
singing—no longer de-
fending their territories or 
in search of mates--and are 
busy rearing their young 
and teaching them how to 
find their own food before 
they fly south for the winter.

As birdsong quiets down, 
it can leave those of us who 
cherish the dawn choir 
longing for more. The good 

news is that with diminished 
birdsong comes the arrival 
of migratory Arctic shore-
birds that only visit Michi-
gan during their incredible 
journeys to and from their 
wintering grounds.

Most of these shorebirds 
breed in arctic tundra—
some as far west as Alaska 
and others as far east as 
Russia—giving them some 
of the longest migrations! 
Some shorebirds, like the 
pectoral sandpiper, migrate 
to Argentina and Chile and 
have a round-trip flight of 
up to 19,000 miles each 
year. The least sandpiper, 
meanwhile, can fly nonstop 
for up to 2,500 miles.

The best places to look 
for these incredible trav-
elers include coastal mud-
flats, rocky or sandy shore-
lines, and some inland 
habitats like flooded fields, 
wet meadows, and muddy 
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Bluebell – 1 year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Bluebell! This 
beautiful girl with 
her one blue eye 
and one brown will 
make the perfect 
puppy sidekick! 
She’s got lots of 
energy and would 
love to have a dog 
sibling to play with 
in her new home. 
Bluebell would 
prefer a home with older, respectful children, but 
LOVES people and making new friends! Could this 
pretty girl be the one for you?
 
KitKat - 2 year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 

Meet social 
gal, KitKat! 
She loves 
slow head 
s c r a t c h e s 
and is very 
sweet. KitKat 
is a strong, 
independent 

woman, and is looking for the perfect family to love 
her as she is. If you’re looking to add a no-nonsense 
kitty with a big purrsonality to add to your fur family, 
KitKat is the girl for you!

To learn more about adopting, please visit:
 www.hswestmi.org

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

SERVICE PROFESSIONALSSERVICE PROFESSIONALS

HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

SERVICESSERVICES

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1 

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

12315 Northland Dr., CS  616.696.3900

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Humane Society of  West Michigan’sHumane Society of  West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK

DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Say: 
“I saw it in the POST!” 

Help support Local businesses AND 
your local newspaper! SHOP LOCAL!

  BIRDSONG -  continues on page 10

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

NOTICE TO 
ALL CREDITORS:
The Alice Vautier 
Allen Estate
The Settlor, Alice Vautier 
Allen, date of birth, July 18, 
1930, who resided at 8860 
16 Mile Road, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319, died April 21, 2021.  
There is no personal rep-
resentative of the settlor’s 
estate to whom Letters of 
Administration have been 
issued.

Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
the estate of Alice Vautier 
Allen, as amended, will be 
forever banned unless pre-
sented to Lois Allen, Trustee, 
within four months after the 
date of this publication.

Notice is further given that the 
estate will thereafter be as-
signed and distributed to the 
persons entitled to it.

Lois Allen, Trustee
5980 19 Mile Road NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: August 5, 2021

NOTICE TO 
ALL CREDITORS:
The Joan M. Eastman 
Revocable Trust
The Settlor, Joan M. East-
man, date of birth August 
16, 1941 who lived at 2320 
- 19 Mile Road NE, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, died July 
8, 2021. There is no personal 
representative of the settlor’s 
estate to whom Letters of 
Administration have been 
issued.
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
The Joan M. Eastman Revo-
cable Trust u/a/d February 25, 
2015, will be forever banned 
unless presented to Jodie 
L. Wert, Trustee, within four 
months after the date of pub-
lication.
Notice is further given that 
the Trust will thereafter be 
assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.

Christine L. Welton (P77734)
6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Jodie L. Wert, Trustee
c/o 6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902

Dated: August 5, 2021

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

ARE YOU 
CONSIDERING 

MOVING?
Consider 

looking us 
over!

NOTICENOTICE

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

HEATING & VENTILATION
ABSOLUTE

email: absoluteheating@charter.net
AbsoluteVentilation.com

*FREE ESTIMATES* 616.866.5069

• FURNACES • A/CS 
• WATER HEATERS

 
WANTED: Crafters for Annual 
Church Bazaar. 16th annual 
sale! November 12th, 11-7, & 
13th from 9-3. Booths: $80, $5 
additional for table rental. Free 
lunch for vendors. Go to https://
tinyurl.com/27ytuhku or Contact 
Marilyn @ 616-437-6839. Solon 
Center Wesleyan now Frost 
Creek Church! #31-33b

CRAFTS CRAFTS AND AND 
BAZAARSBAZAARS

PLAN AHEAD:

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/30/21.

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Ben’s Restoration – Car 
body work, antiques, trac-
tors. Bring your prized item 
back to new. Call 616-498-
0476. #30-35p

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

Found: Tan lynx point Siamese 
cat, male, neutered. 4-6 years 
old. Very cuddly. Found roaming 
around Russell Rd since last 
Friday, 7/9. If you are looking for 
this sweetie call Vicky at 616-
799-2963. #29

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

Where has all the birdsong gone? Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Golden 
Fields 

The field will soon be 
gold with value exceed-
ing that of gold metal. 
Fields transforms in their 
own way without the aid 
of a forger pounding and 
engraving gold. Golden 
fields lift one’s spirits and 
hopes. 

Unlike the engravings 
made by metal artisans, 
fields are ever changing 
to entice us to seek flower 
varieties. Currently, yel-
low and purple coneflow-
ers, pink bergamot, blue 
vervain, white flowering 
spurge, and yellow black-
eyed Susan’s dominate. 
Soon an almost solid gold will be waving in summer breezes. 

After weeks of drought when plants seemed frozen in time, 
heavy rain soaked deep. Plants greedily took every drop possible 
to quench a long waiting thirst. Goldenrods will soon bloom in 
profusion hosting hungry insects with nectar and pollen. Waiting 
for the burst of gold, insects of great multitude will emerge to feast 
on flowers similar to the massive bloom of mosquitoes that fol-
lowed the rains to feast on us and other animals. Butterfly num-
bers are flourishing with summer greening. Monarch numbers are 
greater this summer than in recent years. 

Goldenrod flower nectar and pollen are more essential to life 
than a person’s quest for gold at the end of a rainbow. Like people 
seeking a pot of gold at rainbow’s end, insects seek the ephemeral 
gold of late summer. Many have their nature niche lives timed 
to its flowering. Bees and other insects are already busy visiting 
current blooms. The nectar reward is not free. Insects exit flowers 
with a full stomach but are loaded with pollen they carry to neigh-
boring flowers and goldenrods. 

Goldenrod pollen is large and heavy. It does not drift on the 
wind like ragweed pollen. It requires a personal carrier to transport 
it to other flowers. When a goldfinch lands on a goldenrod stem in 
search of a tasty insect morsel, it undoubtedly knocks loose pol-
len. Instead of easily drifting on air currents to another flower, it 
falls to the ground. A number of ground creeping invertebrates 
consume the manna falling from the heavens. 

Pollen eating insects are attracted to the flowers like people are 
attracted to “all you can eat restaurants.” Goldenrods, like other 
members of the large aster family, produce in excess to ensure 
pollen grains fertilize other flowers. Insects at the smorgasbord are 
the dispersal agents departing with pollen covered bodies.

I was told by a honeybee keeper that members of his profes-
sion do not appreciate goldenrod. Honey bees get rich feeding on 
goldenrod nectar but the honey produced is bitter. People desire 
sweeter honey, like that from spotted knapweed that beekeepers 
like and prefer to call star thistle. 

The value of gold is in the eye of the beholder. Bees are joyous 
with the concentrated fields of gold. Honey connoisseurs are dis-
mayed. I am pleased with the variety of creatures found among 
goldenrods. Monarch’s golden orange glides gloriously over 
fields bringing joy. Pearl Crescents stand on flowers allowing us to 
see the silver pearl adorning its hindwing. The pearl is surrounded 
by the butterfly’s own version of muted gold. 

Walk through a field of goldenrod and return home with sto-
ries to share at the dinner table before they are lost like nighttime 
dreams that vaporize with the breaking of dawn. 

Soldier beetles with gold and black wings find the massive 
flower heads perfect beds for copulation. Net-winged beetles have 
their own version of gold and black on differently shaped wing 
elytra, with the tail end of wings widening to create a triangular 
appearance. 

It is always good to have a field guide at the ready to help iden-
tify unknowns. Many people find cell phone photos useful. In-
creasingly, apps can narrow an identification search to a few likely 
flowers or insects in a manner like facial recognition programs. 
Many of us are more comfortable flipping field guide pages to 
identify flowers and insects. Apps are available to capture flower 
images and provide a tentative identification. Explore Michigan 
Flora online or other guides to determine the exact species. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to 
Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
or call 616-696-1753.

A young aspen stand is shown that has regenerated after a timber harvest.

Old field goldenrod. Photo in public do-
main.

Front view of a lesser yellowlegs bird, with a tan to dark brown color 
dotted with white, thin, yellow orange legs standing in shallow water.

Commercial timber har-
vests designed to improve 
wildlife habitat are current-
ly underway at Vassar, Tus-
cola and Deford state game 
areas in Tuscola County 
and the Verona State Game 
Area in Huron County.

Though things may look 
very different at these ar-
eas for a while, the timber 
harvests will provide or 
improve habitat for ruffed 
grouse, American wood-

cock, white-tailed deer and 
a host of nongame spe-
cies, particularly migratory 
songbirds. Each of these 
species finds the young for-
ests that quickly develop 
post-harvest attractive sites 
for breeding, nesting, rais-
ing their young, feeding and 
avoiding predators.

Visitors to these state 
game areas will notice the 
presence of commercial 
logging equipment enter-

ing game area lands along 
Wilder Road at Vassar; at 
the east end of Bliss Road 
at Tuscola; along Froede 
Road at Deford and east of 
Scott Road at Verona.

The timber harvests were 
planned based upon wild-
life habitat management 
objectives spelled out in 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources state 
game area master plans, 
which are informed by a 

detailed forest inventory for 
each game area.

“Each of the stands in-
volved in the harvests cur-
rently underway is dom-
inated by aspen trees, a 
native species that is espe-
cially attractive for game 
and nongame wildlife and 
is found in abundance 
across state game areas in 
the Thumb region,” said 
area DNR wildlife biologist 

Timber harvests underway at four state 
game areas in Michigan’s thumb

         TIMBER -  continues on page 10



We Are Stronger Together 

Become a member today
14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Call us at: (888) 336-3490
Visit IntandemCU.com to learn more

WE HAVE YOU COVERED
WITH A NEW ROOF 
Prepare With A Roof Loan
Special Rate and Terms | Limited Time Offer 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
LOAN SPECIAL
Starting at 5.49% APR*

SCHOOL WILL 
BE BACK IN 
SESSION...

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate can vary based on creditworthiness, our underwriting 
standards and loan terms.  Rate subject to change without notice. Payment example: borrow 
$2,500, at 5.49% APR for 24 months = $110.23/month. Membership eligibility requirements
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SHOP LOCAL, SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

BirdsongBirdsong
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Bloomin’Bloomin’

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper

6,891 people like this
7,117 people follow this

LIKE us on 
facebook

Do youDo you  own own 
a businessa business
in the following areas?in the following areas?
• Cedar Springs
• Sand Lake
• Howard City

• Kent City
• Newaygo

Call me for a free 
professional 

marketing 
consultation.

Marybeth Ford
Media Consultant

616.824.8432
sales@cedarspringspost.com

PP      STST
TheThe

P 616.696.3655 | F 616.696.9010

36 E. Maple Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Say: 
“I saw 

it in the 
POST!”
Help support 

LOCAL businesses 
AND your 

local newspaper

Advertise HERE!
small ads make ¢ents

Call for details

696-3655

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering storeedges of wetlands, lakes and ponds.

Here are some shorebirds to expect over the next few 
months in Michigan:

August and September
Sanderling
Least sandpiper
Pectoral sandpiper
Semipalmated sandpiper
Solitary sandpiper
Short-billed dowitcher
Greater yellowlegs
Lesser yellowlegs
Willet
August, September and October
Stilt sandpiper
Black-bellied plover
American golden-plover
Possible sightings in August and September
Ruddy turnstone
Red knot
Wilson’s phalarope
Red-necked phalarope
Learn more about Michigan’s birds on the DNR birding 

page, or from MI Birds, a public outreach and engagement 
program created by Audubon Great Lakes and the Michi-
gan DNR. Follow on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter and 
sign up for email updates.

TimberTimber
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

Tammy Giroux.
DNR southeast region forester Don Bonnette said aspen 

stands are managed on a 40-year rotation.
“When those trees reach 40 years of age or more, we pre-

scribe a commercial timber harvest to regenerate the stand, 
which produces a young aspen stand in its place,” Bonnette 
said. “With this method, we strive to produce stands of trees 
of multiple age classes across a game area, which provides 
a variety of habitat types to meet the needs of many wildlife 
species.”

Each of the timber harvests is expected to be completed 
by early fall, but some individual stands may take longer to 
complete based on weather and other conditions.

ways happy to get involved to help our community,” said 
Jane Ringler, of Senior Neighbors. “Pets are so meaning-
ful to people’s lives and especially to the older generation 
that oftentimes experience isolation. Maintaining our pet’s 
health and keeping them safe, secure, and happy is part of 
being a responsible pet owner. Our pets are family mem-
bers, and they deserve so much, as they give us all their 
love every day.”     

If you can help, volunteers are needed at both Senior 
Neighbors and the Humane Society.  Please contact Jane 
Ringler at the Sparta Senior Neighbors Center if you can 
give of your time and/or talents, phone number 616-887-
1273 or email jringler@seniorneighbors.org.  We would 
love to have you join our team of caring people working 
together to make our communities strong. 

 

PostPost
...continued from front page...continued from front page

which cheered on the city’s 
anti-China protest movement 
in 2019, was shut down after 
authorities used a national 
security law to arrest its top 
editors and freeze compa-
ny assets. Now they have no 
newspaper. The newspaper’s 
demise is the biggest sign yet 
of China’s clampdown on free 
speech since imposing a na-
tional security law on the for-
mer British colony last year 
that has been used to silence 
democracy activists. Authori-
ties last week arrested Apple 
Daily’s three top editors and 
two Next Digital executives, 
with some 500 police officers descending on the company’s 
Hong Kong offices.

“The Company thanks our readers for their loyal support 
and our journalists, staff and advertisers for their commit-
ment over the past 26 years,” the board said.

Non-democratic countries either don’t allow independent 
newspapers, or arrest, even murder journalists for printing 
the facts. Here in America, we are laying off journalists left 
and right, due to advertising leaving for other venues like 
social media that has taken hold of our attention.

And in the meantime, newsprint paper continues to rise, 
just like everything else. In the days of old, before televi-
sion, cars and airplanes, the only place to grow your busi-
ness was in print in the newspaper. People could get their 
news and find out what was on sale at the local grocery or 
what specials the restaurants were offering. Everyone was 
on the same page. It was a perfect match for a growing de-
mocracy.

Things are different now. With so many venues to choose 
from, newspapers are left to struggle for those advertising 
dollars they need to continue and thrive. We all know there 
is no shortage of advertising. It’s literally everywhere, from 
television, radio, billboards, signs, placemats, on vehicles, 
in our mailbox, our favorite sports and even on race cars 
covered with the logos of sponsors. It’s tracking what we 
read on the internet, what we Google, filling up our emails 
and gleaning our personal information. And then there are 
those algorithms that drive us down an endless internet rab-
bit hole. It’s pretty overwhelming sometimes. But that’s 
what keeps America going—advertising.

There are good things about the internet as well as bad. 
Unfortunately, it has no filter, is unchecked and has few reg-
ulations. But when you pick up the paper, or read it online, 
we don’t know what you are reading. We don’t know who 
you are or how old, or how much money you make. It is 

private and your life is completely confidential.
Each loss of a community newspaper is a stab at democ-

racy. Death by a thousand stabs. We as a nation should be 
concerned. There seemed to be more outrage when they 
discontinued producing Twinkies a few years ago than the 
demise of our local newspapers. What does that say about us 
as a free and democratic society?

As an independent newspaper, we cover the facts, and 
only the facts. Everyone has an agenda. Our agenda is to 
find the truth. It’s news you can trust. How many stories can 
you believe in our local weekly? All of them.

Integrity is what we are all about. Without it, we’re just 
another blog. We can’t lose the institution of real journalism 
that helped build and keep our democracy secure. Every true 
democracy has a newspaper not controlled by the govern-
ment.

Our advertisers believe in the importance of a free press 
and what it does for a community they wish to serve. By 
putting the local paper in their advertising budget, they con-
tribute to a service that is priceless. It has great value that 
cannot be measured. These advertisers are helping to sup-
port the local journalist who works for you when they sit 
through the city council meeting in your place so you can 
enjoy that time for yourself and your family. If something 
important happens, you can read it at your leisure while at 
home. You don’t need to have internet, a password or user-
name or even electricity! Your local reporter is on the beat 
to talk with officials and ask the questions to get the answers 
you want to know that affect you where you live. It’s our 
history—in print.

Thank you for reading this story and for reading The Ce-
dar Springs Post. Here’s to another year and hoping for the 
next!

Paw-somePaw-some
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010 www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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VoteVote

$1.79$1.79/lb/lb

Like, Like, 
a lot a lot 
a lota lot.

 We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

Cedar Springs, MI
14301 White Creek Ave NE 

(616) 696-5212

Sale prices good, Friday, Aug.6 through Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021

Hours: 
Sun-Sat 9am-8pm 

We accept 
Apple Pay and Google Pay
and gladly accept EBT, WIC, 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover

$1.99$1.99/lb/lb

FAMILY PACK
T-Bones or 
Porterhouse Steaks

FAMILY PACK
Pork Steak

Green 
Cabbage

39¢39¢/lb

Red 
Cabbage

79¢79¢/lb

Green 
Beans 

75¢75¢/lb

Jumbo 
Green 
Peppers

69¢69¢ea

Zucchini or 
Yellow Squash

1.191.19/lb

Celery

99¢99¢

Cucumber
Pickles

1.291.29/lb

FAMILY PACK
Fresh Ground Hamburger 
73/27

PRODUCE SALE
Michigan

$5.99$5.99/lb/lb

FAMILY 
PACK

Ball Tip 
Sizzler 
Steaks $4.99$4.99/lb/lb

2/$42/$4

2.792.79eaea

Kurtz 
White Vinegar 
128oz

Toaster 
Strudels 
Assorted Varieties 
11.7oz

Clearly Organic/
Gluten Free Soup
Cream of Chicken, 

5.995.99
Good Cook 
15” Grill Brush

NEWNEW
Cream of 
Mushroom 
or Tomato 
Soup 10.5oz 

Clearly Organic 
Bread Crumbs 

Plain or Italian 9oz 

$2.99ea
 
 

99¢ea

Meaty-liciousMeaty-licious.

Turnips

69¢69¢/lb Seedless
Watermelon

3.993.99eaAsparagus

2.492.49/lb


