
Trooper Caleb Starr

Man arrested 
in fatal hit 
and run crash

Newaygo Co, MI.  Michi-
gan State Police (MSP) troop-
ers arrested a 42-year-old 
Muskegon man on Monday 
morning, July 13, following 
investigation of a fatal hit and 
run crash that killed two on 
Saturday afternoon in Neway-
go County.

At approximately 3:45pm 
on Saturday, July 11, 2020, 
troopers from the MSP Hart Post responded to the area 
of 56th Street and Newcosta Avenue in Newaygo Coun-
ty. Investigation revealed a silver-colored passenger 
vehicle began passing another vehicle and entered on-
coming traffic on 56th Street before striking a motorcy-
cle head-on, killing both riders. The silver vehicle then 
fled the area and was believed to be missing a passenger 
side mirror and have damage to the passenger side of 
the vehicle following the collision. The victims of the 
crash were identified as 63-year-old Roger Devries and 
61-year-old Melanie Devries of Newaygo.

Jason William Wardell, 42, of Muskegon, was locat-
ed just after midnight Monday morning at a residence in 
Montcalm County by troopers, along with the suspect 
vehicle involved in the crash. Wardell was arrested and 
arraigned in the 78th District Court of White Cloud on 
two counts of failure to stop at the scene of an accident 
when at fault - resulting in death, two counts of operat-
ing with license suspended, revoked, denied - causing 
death, and habitual offender 4th offense notice. Wardell 
is currently lodged at the Newaygo County Jail with 
bond set at $250,000.

Investigators would like to thank those providing tips 
and information throughout the investigation. Troopers 
were assisted on scene by the Department of Natural 
Resources, Croton Township Fire Department, and Life 
EMS. The crash remains under investigation.
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North Kent Connect 
expands footprint
Offers new services and additional resources

North Kent Connect construction by Nugent Builders.

North Kent Connect (NKC), at the 
corner of Northland Drive and 12 
Mile Road in Rockford, is adding a 
12,000-square-foot addition to its 
building to offer more resources for 
families in northern Kent County. 
Construction is expected to be com-
pleted in February of 2021. A ceremo-
nial private groundbreaking was held 
on July 14, and marked the public 
phase of the NKC Building Connec-
tions campaign. Thanks to gener-
ous local businesses, organizations, 
and individuals, the campaign has 
reached 91 percent of its $2.9-million 
goal, with just $258,000 left to close 
the gap.

“This expansion is much-needed 
as we simply outgrew our building,” 
said Claire Guisfredi, executive di-
rector for North Kent Connect. “By 
nearly doubling our space we can 
continue to enhance our programs 
and connect even more people to 
resources to improve their lives. We 
are grateful to our numerous partners 
and supporters who are making this 
happen.” Highlights of the expansion 
include:

• Family Promise/North Kent IHN 
Day Center (new to NKC). In partner-
ship with local congregations, North 
Kent Interfaith Hospitality Network 
(IHN) provides emergency shelter 
and basic needs to homeless chil-
dren and their families while await-                        EXPANDS- continues on page 2

North Kent Connect rendering by Nugent Builders.

ing permanent housing. The families 
are hosted overnight in churches 
throughout northern Kent County. 
During the day, families work out of 
the Day Center where they have ac-
cess to computers, a kitchen, laundry 
area, showers, and a living room.

“We are grateful for this partner-
ship and grateful for the opportunity 
to end homelessness, one family at a 
time,” said Cheryl Schuch, CEO of 
Family Promise of Grand Rapids.

• The NKC Thrift Store (open to 
the public) will double in size to offer 
more high-quality, affordable cloth-
ing and household goods. All store 
proceeds stay local to provide indi-
viduals and families with food, basic 

Jason William Wardell 

MSP  Troope r  in  cr it ica l cond it ion  a f t e r  cra sh
Tpr. Caleb Starr’s vehicle was hit head-on

The Jeep that hit the patrol car head-on. Photo courtesy of MSP.

Tpr. Starr’s patrol car after crash. Photo courtesy MSP.

An on-duty Michigan State Police trooper from 
the Lakeview Post was involved in a two-vehicle, 
serious-injury crash on Grand River Avenue, west of 
Nash Highway just before 10 p.m. on Friday, July 10, 
2020, in Ionia County’s Boston Township.

On scene investigation throughout the night revealed 
that 33-year-old Tpr. Caleb Starr’s Dodge Charger pa-
trol vehicle was struck head-on by a Jeep SUV, which 
crossed the centerline from E/B Grand River Ave and 
into the trooper’s lane of travel as he was responding 
to a low-priority call for service in the area.

The trooper was the only occupant of the patrol ve-
hicle and required extrication following the collision, 
before being flown by AeroMed to Spectrum-Butter-
worth Hospital in Grand Rapids and is currently in 
critical condition. As of Tuesday, his condition was 
not stable.

The female driver, a 28-year-old Utah woman, and 
lone occupant of the second vehicle, was transported 
by ambulance to Spectrum-Butterworth Hospital in 
Grand Rapids and is currently in critical condition, but 
stable.

Diagnostic investigation of the trooper’s patrol ve-
hicle following the crash shows the trooper was trav-
eling at a steady speed, below the posted speed lim-
it of 55 mph on Grand River Ave prior to the crash, 
then braked, significantly reducing the patrol vehicle’s 
speed before the two vehicles collided.  Investigators 
are working to determine what factor(s) may have led 
to the other vehicle crossing the centerline and into 
the opposite lane of travel before striking the trooper’s 
vehicle.

Tpr. Starr has been with the Michigan State Police 
since September of 2018. He and his wife have two 
young children, a 2-1/2-year-old and a 5-year-old. 
Two fundraisers have been set up for the family. One 

is a Starr Strong t-shirt you can purchase for $20 with 
all proceeds going to the family. You can purchase one 
at https://www.hold-theline.com/product-page/starr-
strong-t-shirt.

If you don’t want a t-shirt but just want to donate, 
you can contribute to their gofundme page at https://
www.gofundme.com/f/fundraiser-for-family-of-tpr-
caleb-starr.

Donation to help feed 
kids
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Montcalm County 
Sheriff Mike Williams 
announced this week that 
deputies will not be issu-
ing citations to people for 
not wearing masks in a 
place of business. He did 
say, however, that they 
would stress that wearing 
a mask could help save 
lives and he encourages 
people to respect a busi-

ness’s requirement for customers to wear one.
His letter reads:
“Everyone is aware that we are in the middle of a historic and 

deadly pandemic. In an effort to mitigate the negative outcomes 
on the citizens of Michigan, Governor Whitmer has issued 147 
executive orders. I have no doubt the Governor feels these are 
necessary, however, the manner in which they’re written and ex-
ecuted leads to great confusion among local law enforcement as 
well s the public at large.

“These are trying times in many aspects for law enforcement. 
We cannot afford to take actions that further erode the public trust 
in us. As such, the official position of the Sheriff’s Office is to 
continue to educate the public on the benefits of wearing a face 
covering in enclosed public places. We will stress the that wearing 
a mask will slow the spread and save lives. We will not, however, 
be expending the resources of the Sheriff’s Office on issuing cita-
tions to individuals not wearing masks.

“I would remind people to respect a business or store’s require-
ments to wear a mask. Non-compliant store guests who do not 
leave when asked, may be prosecuted for trespassing or disorderly 
conduct under Michigan law.

“Citizens that would like other enforcement action regarding an 
individual not wearing a mask in an enclosed public space should 
contact the Attorney General Office at 517-335-7622. If a citizen 
would like to file a complaint on a business not requiring masks, 
please contact MIOSHA at 855-723-3219.”

Montcalm Sheriff weighs in on 
mask enforcement
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Montcalm Sheriff Mike Williams

Adopt-A-Highway cleanup coming 
Saturday

Fast facts:
•	 The	first	Adopt-A-Highway	of	the	year	is	July	18-

26.	This	year’s	spring	pickup	was	canceled	due	
to	coronavirus	concerns.	

•	 In	 accordance	with	Gov.	Whitmer’s	 recent	 ex-
ecutive	order,	MDOT	requires	all	Adopt-A-High-
way	volunteers	to	wear	a	mask	outdoors	when	
they	are	unable	 to	consistently	maintain	a	dis-
tance	of	6	feet	or	more	from	individuals	who	are	
not	members	of	their	household.

•	 Adopt-A-Highway	 volunteers	 regularly	 collect	
more	than	60,000	bags	of	litter	annually.

•	 Sections	of	highway	are	still	available	to	adopt.	
Go	 to	 www.Michigan.gov/AdoptAHighway	 for	
more	information.

July 13, 2020—Motorists should be on the lookout beginning 
Saturday as thousands of Adopt-A-Highway volunteers fan out 
along state roadways from Copper Harbor to Benton Harbor pick-
ing up litter. Participants in the Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT) program will clean highway roadsides from July 
18 to 26 during the first pickup this year. A spring pickup period 
was canceled due to coronavirus concerns. 

In accordance with Gov. Whitmer’s recent executive order, 
MDOT requires all Adopt-A-Highway volunteers to wear a mask 
outdoors when they are unable to consistently maintain a distance 
of 6 feet or more from individuals who are not members of their 
household.

Every year, Adopt-A-Highway volunteers regularly collect 
more than 60,000 bags of trash. The popular program began in 
1990 and has grown to involve more than 2,750 groups cleaning 
6,300 miles of highway.

Getting involved in the program is straightforward. Volunteers 
include members of civic groups, businesses and families. Crew 
members must be at least 12 years old and each group must in-

clude at least three people. Groups are asked to adopt a sec-
tion of highway for at least two years. There is no fee to 
participate. Adopt-A-Highway signs bearing group names 
are posted along the stretches of adopted highway.

When working in a highway right of way, Adopt-A-High-
way volunteers wear high-visibility, yellow-green safety 
vests required by federal regulations. MDOT provides free 
vests and trash bags and arranges to haul away the trash.

Sections of highway are available for adoption all over the 
state. Interested groups can get more information on joining 
the program at www.Michigan.gov/AdoptAHighway.

The year’s final Adopt-A-Highway pickup is scheduled 
for the fall, from Sept. 26 to Oct. 4. 

Pedestrian 
Safety
From Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP)

When a pedestrian is struck by a vehicle, more than 80 percent 
of the time the pedestrian is killed or seriously injured. In Michi-
gan, more than 100 pedestrians die each year. Most of these deaths 
occur between 6 p.m. and midnight, with many fatalities occur-
ring when pedestrians cross the roadway somewhere other than at 
an intersection or when a driver fails to yield.

Pedestrians should:
• Use sidewalks whenever available.
• Obey traffic signals, signs and markings.
• Cross streets at a corner, using traffic signals and cross-

walks whenever possible.
• If you must walk along the roadway, walk facing traffic as 

far to the left as possible.
• Always stop at the edge of a parked car, curb, or vehicle 

before walking out into traffic.
• Look left-right-left before crossing a street and continue 

looking while crossing.
• Make eye contact with drivers prior to crossing roadways.
• Be visible: wear reflective clothing and lights at night and 

wear bright colors during the day.
• Never allow children under age 10 to cross the streets alone. 

Young children do not have the skills to accurately judge 
traffic risks.

Drivers should:
• Obey traffic signals, signs and markings.
• Yield to pedestrians.
• Stop well back from the crosswalk to give other vehicles an 

opportunity to see the crossing pedestrians so they can stop 
too.

• Never pass vehicles stopped at a crosswalk. There may be 
people crossing that you can’t see.

• Avoid distractions.
• Obey the posted speed limit.
• Stay alert and take extra caution at intersections, especially 

when making turns.
• Make eye contact with pedestrians waiting to cross road-

ways.
• Be extra cautious when backing up—pedestrians can move 

into your path.
How to Handle a Roadside Emergency

For the last 5 years (2014-2018), approximately 10% of all pe-
destrian-related traffic crash fatalities have involved a roadside 
emergency. For example, a driver getting out of their car after a 
crash and then getting hit and killed, or a driver running out of 
gas and getting hit while walking to the gas station. Generally, the 
safest thing to do if you are involved in a roadside emergency is 
to stay in your car, with your seat belt buckled, until help arrives.

If you are involved in a crash:
• Stay in your car.
• Keep your seat belt buckled.
• Drive your car to the shoulder or next exit safely, if possible. 

Michigan is a “Clear It or Steer It” state.
• Activate your vehicle’s emergency flashers.
• Call 911 or the local police department for help.
• Remember you must report a crash that involves a motor 

vehicle, causes injury, or causes more than $1,000 in dam-
ages.

• Moving your vehicle to a safe place on the shoulder or near-
by exit or parking lot is not leaving the scene of a crash.

If your vehicle is disabled or out of gas:
• Put your vehicle in park.
• Activate your vehicle’s emergency flashers.
• Call for roadside assistance, or a friend to bring you some 

gas.
• Stay in your car with your seat belt buckled while you wait.
• If you get out of the vehicle (to change a tire for example), 

make sure you and the part of the car you are working on 
does not face traffic.

If you get out of your vehicle:
• Stand with your vehicle between you and traffic.
• If walking, wear a reflective vest if possible, and walk 

against traffic, as far to the side as possible.
Michigan’s Move Over Law:
• Motorists are required to slow down and move over for sta-

tionary emergency vehicles with their lights activated.
• Slow down to at least 10 mph below the posted speed limit 

(for example, slow to at least 60 mph in a posted 70 mph 
area).

• Fully move over into an open lane. If that is not possible 
due to traffic, weather, or road conditions, slow down at 
least 10 mph below the posted speed limit and pass with 
caution.

• The law applies to the following vehicles:
° Police
° Fire
° Rescue

needs, and educational programming.
• The NKC Market Pantry (for NKC clients) will increase to 

just over twice its current size, allowing for more fresh, healthy 
food distribution to meet the increasing number of new clients. A 
new teaching kitchen will help clients and community members 
make great use of their fresh foods and pantry staples.

• The NKC Farm Stand (open to the public), located inside the 
Thrift Store, will have increased space for fresh, locally sourced 
fruits, vegetables, dairy, and grocery items from more than 20 
farms throughout Kent County. Two price points are offered to 
ensure that everyone has the option to purchase healthy food with-
in their budget.

• Arbor Circle, a mental-health and substance-abuse services 
provider for adolescents, adults, and families in northern Kent 
County, will have an expanded NKC location, and receive its own 
entrance and hours of operation.

• West Michigan Works! will have a larger office, a private en-
trance, and hours of operation to help individuals in Kent County 
with resumes, cover letters, materials to aid in job searches, as 
well as assistance filing for unemployment.

Additionally, NKC will have space for additional community 
partners that will complement NKC services. A grand opening re-
ception is planned for late spring, 2021. For information about the 
expansion, visit www.nkconnect.org.



and significantly lower an 
individual’s chance of spread-
ing COVID-19. “A study on 
different regions in Germany, 
for example, suggests that the 
adoption of mandatory mask 
ordinances decreased the dai-
ly growth rate of COVID-19 
infections by 40 [https://
voxeu.org/article/unmasked-
effect-face-masks-spread-
covid-19].  Modeling from 
the University of Washington 
similarly indicates that more 
than 40,000 lives would be 
spared nationwide if 95 per-
cent of the population wore a 
mask while in public [https://
covid19.healthdata.org/. Fur-

thermore, a study conducted 
by Goldman Sachs concluded 
that a federal mask mandate 
could save the U.S. economy 
from taking a 5% hit to our 
GDP.” A reference was not 
given for that study. 

“We will remain vigilant 
to equip employers and their 
staff with proper guidance and 
tools needed to keep Mich-
igan workplaces safe,” said 
COVID-19 Workplace Safety 
Director Sean Egan. “Our pri-
ority is protecting workers and 
this Executive Order allows us 
to do that effectively.”

Those who are exempt from 

Charts taken from State of Michigan website.
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Solon Township
Primary Election

August 4, 2020 

Trustee
Vote for not more than 2

 Kyle J. Dee

Mark S. Hoskins
Jon D. Stout

VOTE NO for Jon Stout 
Paid for by Gerald H. Frahm

X
X
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Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
on masks

The Post contacted the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office to find out how they will respond to the 
new mandate on masks. We received a response 
from Sgt. Joy Matthews: 

“Nothing has changed from how we have han-
dled the previous executive orders. Our agency 
has and will continue to take an education over 
enforcement approach for all potential violations 
of the executive order that are reported to us. We 
will respond to and investigate the complaint 

and will educate all parties 
involved and seek compliance 
first. We are directing all resi-
dents to contact MIOSHA for 
all complaints pertaining to 
businesses that are either 
non-compliant or not en-
forcing the executive order. The number 
is 855-723-3219 and is answered Monday 
through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.”

On Friday, July 10, Gover-
nor Gretchen Whitmer signed 
executive order2020-147, 
which reiterates that individu-
als are required to wear a face 
covering whenever they are in 
an indoor public space. It also 
requires the use of face cover-
ings in crowded outdoor spac-

es. Most significantly, the or-
der requires any business that 
is open to the public to refuse 
entry or service to people who 
refuse to wear a face covering, 
with limited exceptions. She 
said governors in the states 
of Kansas, Maine, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, and Washing-

ton have imposed similar re-
quirements on businesses.

Whitmer reportedly signed 
this executive order in re-
sponse to rising COVID-19 
cases in Michigan and across 
the country. If you look at the 
chart on “Daily cases by sta-
tus” taken from the State of 
Michigan website, you can 
see that in June, we were see-
ing slightly less positive cas-

es per day. In July, there is a 
small uptick, comparable to 
what we were seeing in May. 

Yet, if you look at the charts 
not all numbers appear to 
match. Take for instance, the 
chart that shows total lab tests 
by date. It shows that on 7/14, 
there were 32,617 negative 
tests, and 1,194 positive tests. 
Then look at the daily cases 
by status: it shows only 128 

positive cases on 7/14 with 
16 probable. It’s difficult to 
decipher the true number. 
We will be digging into that 
for further clarification.

To further protect work-
ers and the community, 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
Executive Order 2020-147 
reiterates that businesses 
who are open to the public 
must refuse entry and ser-
vice to individuals who fail 
to comply with wearing a 
face covering. The Depart-
ment of Labor and Eco-
nomic Opportunity (LEO) 
is offering to provide the 
tools necessary for business 
to protect their workers and 
remain safely open.

Under the governor’s or-
der, businesses must post 
signs at all entrances in-
structing customers of their 
legal obligation to wear a 
face covering while inside. 
To assist employers with 
this requirement, a print-
ready poster that businesses 
may use is available online. 
LEO and the Michigan 
Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration (MI-
OSHA) have a set of online 
resources at Michigan.gov/
COVIDWorkplaceSafety 
that provides guidelines, 
posters for employees and 
customers, factsheets, ed-
ucational videos and a re-
opening checklist to keep 
workplaces safe.

“By requiring everyone 
in their establishment to 
mask up, Michigan busi-
nesses can help keep their 
employees, workplaces 
and customers safe,” said 
LEO Director Jeff Donof-
rio. “Employers who vio-
late the Governor’s Execu-
tive Orders, CDC guidance 
and OSHA Guidance on 
Preparing Workplaces for 
COVID-19 create addition-
al hazards for workers and 
put the public at risk. We all 
must do our part to prevent 
the spread of this virus.”

In a press release, the 
Governor’s office cited 
studies showing that wear-
ing a mask can save lives 



MICHAEL R. 
GILLETTE

Michael R. 
Gillette age 60 
of Cedar Springs 
passed away 
peacefully in his 
sleep Thursday, 
July 9, 2020. 
Mike was born 
September 9, 1959 
in Grand Rapids, 
MI the son of 
Roger and Arlene (Morris) Gillette. Mike 
attended Cedar Springs High School where 
he enjoyed wrestling and playing football. 
He was involved in the FFA and was proud to 
serve as president his senior year. Mike was 
humble, thoughtful and a gentle soul. He was 
a quiet man, but if you got him talking about 
something he enjoyed, he loved to share 
that knowledge with others. Mike enjoyed 
playing his guitar, music, and cooking from 
his Grandma Jessie’s cookbook. He enjoyed 
being outdoors and spending time at John 
Deere Camp. Mike liked antiques, history, 
gardening, and classic cars. He loved 
morning coffee with his wife and spending 
time with his family. He is survived by his 
wife of 36 years, Lisa; daughters, Jessie 
(Nic) Pemberton and Erin (Matt) Smith; 
grandchildren, Gianna, Bennett and Kenzie; 
brothers, Roger “Rip” (Kenda) Gillette, and 
Jeff Gillette; many nieces and nephews. A 
memorial service will be held at a later date. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Cedar Springs Future Farmers of America, 
204 E. Muskegon Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.ChurchChurch
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Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com
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Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
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SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.
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616-696-3229
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 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
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*Youth - resumes this Fall
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Pastor David G. Ward
PILGRIM BIBLE 

CHURCH
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FOLLOW THE 
RECIPE FOR 

RELIABLE RESULTS

Thank YouThank You

Have you ever tried to tweak an old fami-
ly recipe by adding or omitting some ingre-
dient only to end up with a disappointing 
result? The only way to get reliable results 
is to follow the recipe.

Israel changed from being a tribe to a 
nation when God gave the Law to Moses 
on Mount Sinai. Abraham, Issac, Jacob, Jo-
seph, and Moses all were God’s men; but 
at the giving of the Law, Israel became a 
nation. It is specifically to that nation that 
Psalm 33:12 (KJV) refers: “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the Lord; and the peo-
ple whom he hath chosen for his own inher-
itance.” 

The closer Israel walked to God and His 
Law, the more they experienced His bless-
ings. The period of the Judges is marked by 
cycles where Israel forgot God’s Law and 
fell into trouble, and then remembered, re-
pented and were restored to blessing.

It is not uncommon for nations, like the 
United States, to try to appropriate this 
verse for themselves. A look back at our 
history and founding documents reveal an 
attempt to build a nation and society built 
on principles largely drawn from Scriptur-
al teachings. The closer we lived to those 
lofty principles, the better we have done as 
a nation.

This is not to say that our relationship with 
God is based on how closely we conform to 
His instructions. Righteousness should flow 
out of a relationship and not the other way 
around. But, a person, or a nation, who is 
truly in a right relationship with God should 
want to do the things which please Him.

Reliably following God’s Law leads us to 
a path of blessing. II Chronicles 7:14 (KJV) 
tells us, “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” 

In times of crisis, this passage instructs 
us to pray and ask God for healing. With 
our praying we must give attention to our 
ways. If we’re not following God’s reci-
pe we probably won’t like the results. It is 
when we come to God in humility, choos-
ing repentance and obedience, that we are 
put back on the

path to blessing.
This truth is not just for nations but for 

you as a person. How are you doing in your 
walk with God? In the busyness and strug-
gles of life, it may be easy to add or omit in-
gredients. However, we do well to remem-
ber that we get the best results when we 
read the instructions and follow the recipe.

THANK YOU!
I want to give a heart-felt “Thank you” to those of you (and 
you know who you are) that sent my mother, Alice Allen, 
a birthday card in celebration of her 90th birthday. As a 
senior in poor health, this pandemic is taking its toll on her 
physically and emotionally. Getting those cards meant the 
world to her and lifted her spirits when she really needs 
it. Again, thank you for your kindness and the effort you 
made in this difficult time to reach out and show someone 
special to me that they are special to others, too. You are 
great!

Lois Allen

Alice’s birthday is this Saturday, July 18th, and there’s 
still time to shower her with more birthday cards.

Please send to: 
Alice Allen 
8860 16 Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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SOLUTIONS - on page 12

1. used to highlight areas of 
    the scene, and create a mood
2. used to capture sound of actors and effects
3. person who chooses camera lenses and 
    angles for shots
4. all music and sound effects used in a film
5. make-up __________ works on actors’ faces 
6. __________ designer chooses actors’ clothing
7. writes the scripts - dialogue and movements 
8. used to film scenes from very high in the air
9. raises funds, hires staff, makes things run smoothly 
10. combination of a script and shooting directions
11. production __________runs all sorts of errands for directors
12. single recorded try at a scene; done on “first ________”
13. metal rigs that hold a camera above the actors 

helicopters

screenwriter

take

close-up

storyboardcomputer

microphones

director

producer

actor

cinematographer

costume

composer

carpenter

1. action 
2. drama
3. comedy
4. scary
5. musicals or dance
6. science fiction
7. documentary
8. animated
9. fantasy
10. western

a. meant to spook you
b. uses song and movement 
c. usually set in the future or space
d. set in the American frontier, 
    often featuring cowboys
e. about something real, often used 
    to teach about a topic
f. wizards, dragons and elves, filled 
   with magic and swords
g. hand- or computer-drawn characters
h. fast paced: fight scenes, 
    explosions and chases
i. with lots of jokes to make us laugh!
j. serious; strong characters and story

People Making Movies!

                14. used to make special 
                      effects and 3-D animated movies
15. row of drawings to show how the movie will flow 
16. person who has complete control of filming
17. shot taken a short distance from the actor’s face

What Kind of Movie?
     There are many kinds of movies! Do you like spooky 
or funny ones? Match each kind of movie below to  
what it is or does:

       Don’t you love to see a good 
movie? My favorite place to see one
is at the drive-in. I like the giant 
screen and people-watching too.
     Read my clues to learn about
the work of making movies: 

Cho
cola

te

POPCORN

Check Out These Movies
1. The Little Prince
2. Percy Jackson & 
    the Olympians:
    The Lightning Thief
3. Charlotte’s Web
4. The BFG
5. The Jungle Book
6. Harry Potter

DATE
SCENE

TAKE

31
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ACTION!

$
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1

1

1 1

1
1

     What do you think it means when 
someone calls a movie a “cash cow?”

soundtrack1
2

3 4

5
6

7

910 11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18 19

20

8

cranes

lighting

screenplay

artist

assistant

Check Out These Movies
     These movies are based on good books.  
You can read the book with your friends or 
family and then watch the movie. When you 
are done, talk about the differences between 
the book and the way the movie was made.  

  When you go to the movies
someone sells you a ticket,
and then someone asks if 
you’d like to buy a treat.  
Follow the color code to 
see a favorite movie treat:

Movie Treats

R = Red
Y = Yellow
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          A. A girl named Sophie befriends 
              a gentle giant.
B. A young boy raised by wolves in the 
     jungle of India is taught by a bear.
C. An orphaned boy goes to a school for 
     wizards and learns about a world of magic.
D. A live-action film about farmyard 
    animals and one very special spider.
E. The son of an Olympian god uses his
     powers to find Zeus’ legendary weapon.
F. A girl becomes friends with her neighbor,
   a zany pilot, who tells her a whimsical story.

18. performer who plays a 
      character 
19. writes the music 
      for the soundtrack 
      of a film
20. person responsible  
      for building the set

 Oh, yeah,
I’m a star!

Match each movie to its description:
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-29

It takes a lot of people working... ...together to make a movie.



small eyes that primarily detect light and dark. They are 
three inches in length with a hairy tail that swells with 
stored fat. Their fur is black or dark brown. The eastern 
mole has a short tail and is about twice as large. It is a most 
interesting find when you explore outdoors. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

By Ann Mills

Who doesn’t love 
to camp? Can you 
guess how many 
people go camp-
ing each year? 
Millions! In fact, 
nearly 80 million 
American house-
holds head out 
and camp every 
year, according to the 

nosed mole is studied as a model organism for tactile trans-
duction. Researchers discovered it has the most rapid nerve 
transmission to the brain for mammals. Study of its electric 
transmission impulse speed may benefit people who have a 
prostheses. By accelerating electrical transmissions to the 
brain, artificial limb mobility could function more like a 
natural arm, hand, leg or foot. 

Another essential and beneficial service moles provide 

people is promoting soil aer-
ation for plant roots in sat-
urated soil where oxygen is 
limited. They spend most of 
their time burrowing tunnels 
and are active both day and 
night. They spend more time 
on the surface of the ground 
than do the other mole spe-
cies. About half of each 24-
hour period is spent resting 
or sleeping. Burrowing an-
imals like voles, shrews, 
mice, ants, chipmunks, and 
many others aerate the soil 
but few live or burrow in 
wetland saturated soil like 
star-nosed moles. 

This species depends on 
wetlands for survival and 
can be threatened by ongo-
ing filling that occurs for 

new home construction. Our human focus on upstream 
wetland filling to increase a greater tax base locally has 
little to do with the wellbeing of human neighbors living 
downstream. Battles continue over environmental laws to 
prevent flooding of downstream homes by upstream filling. 
Some people place personal interests above community 
welfare. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service states Michi-

gan has lost 50 percent of its original wetlands. 
Laws do not focus on the wellbeing of star-nosed moles 

whose homes are eliminated by wetland filling for con-
struction. Most of us will never see the mole. Their value 
is important for protecting wetland forest health for birds, 
mammals, and fish populations. Many landowners utilize 
aerated forest habitat for timber growth income. Addition-
al human benefits include moles preying on the larvae of 
insect pests. The value of species can usually be shown to 
demonstrate benefits for ecological niche, human health 
and our economy.

Beyond human value, moles have unique characteristics. 
They are the only mammal able to smell underwater. When 
swimming in search of food, they blow bubbles they hold 
with their star-like 22 nose tentacles. They breath in the air 
contained in the bubble and search for the small animal they 
smell. In winter, they remain active in streams when terres-
trial ground is frozen and they feed on aquatic organisms. 
Food includes worms, leeches and larvae of caddisflies, 
midges, crane flies, horse flies, predacious diving beetles, 
stoneflies, and developing dragonfly and damselfly naiads. 
Overwintering aquatic organisms also stay active in winter.

Moles are food for owls at night and hawks during the 
day. Skunks, weasels, minks and other predatory mam-
mals seek them. Aquatic predators include the bullfrog and 
largemouth bass. They are found across the northern US 
from the Dakotas to the Atlantic States and in Canada north 
of the eastern states. 

Like other moles, they have large digging claws, and 

Living underground in wet, poorly 
drained soil is a way of life for star-
nosed moles. It is rare to see one. I 
was surprised to locate one in a rela-

tively dry field but they venture away from saturated soils. This 
made the 30th mammal species identified at Ody Brook Nature 
Sanctuary. It is heartwarming to know we are succeeding with 
our mission of enhancing biodiversity by maintaining habitat 
diversity. 

Infrequent encounters with this species has been a treat. My 
knowledge for the species is limited so I conducted a literature 
search to learn the best science knowledge. Years ago I picked 
up a dead one on 17 Mile Road near Long Lake County Park to 
stuff for Howard Christensen Nature Center. 

People often want to know what human value a species has 
before they gain interest. We tend to be self-interested before 
finding reason to care for other creatures. I found good reasons 
to maintain a healthy habitat for this fellow citizen. The star-
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Ranger Steve Mueller

         CAMPING - continues on page 7

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

Camp in g  f u n—
eve n  a t  h om e ! 
Six tips to get you started

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Star-nosed 
Mole

Sopped after a swim, a star-nosed mole provides a rare full-body glimpse before retreating to forage in a Maine wetland. 
Photo by Dwight Kuhn (DRK Photo), from National Wildlife Federation (nwf.org).

Star-nosed mole from the front. Photo from National Park Service.

2019 KOA North American Camping Report.
Families enjoy camping in cabins, yurts, RVs and tents, but 

tents are the most popular shelter.
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CampingCamping
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OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
is online at
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

This quillback carpsucker was caught by Owen Seay of Big Rapids, and set a new state record at 9 pounds, 15 ounces. Photo 
from Michigan DNR.

Michigan has two new 
state-record fish

During the first few months of the 
coronavirus emergency in Michigan, a 
lot of people turned to the outdoors for 
exercise, fresh air and a little peace of 
mind. For two residents, that includ-
ed time on the water that led to new 
state-record fish!

Owen Seay of Big Rapids, Michi-
gan, was baitcasting in the Muskeg-
on River in Mecosta County on April 
28 when he caught a quillback carp-
sucker weighing in at 9 pounds, 15 
ounces and measuring 24.75 inches. 
That catch (pictured above) bested the 
previous state record, an 8.52-pound 
catch on Hardy Dam Pond in Neway-

go County in 2015.
Scott Heintzelman, the DNR’s Cen-

tral Lake Michigan Management Unit 
manager out of Cadillac, verified that 
new record.

On May 25, Garrett Rice of Athens, 
Michigan, caught a 33-pound big-
mouth buffalo measuring more than 
3 feet long while bowfishing on Lake 
Erie in Monroe County. Jay Wesley, 
Lake Michigan Basin coordinator 
with the DNR Fisheries Division, ver-
ified Rice’s fish, which replaced the 
32-pound record-holder caught last 
year on the Shiawassee River in Sagi-
naw County.

Verification of state records usually 
happens quickly after a catch but has 
been delayed due to COVID-19 public 
health and safety restrictions. These 
two records were recorded remotely 
on certified scales, then frozen, and 
later verified in person.

State-record fish are recognized by 
weight only. To qualify, a fish must 
exceed the current listed state-record 
weight, and identification must be 
verified by a DNR fisheries biologist. 
See the current roster of record setters 
at Michigan.gov/StateRecordFish.

Questions? Contact Lynne Thoma at 
517-284-5838.

In the summer you may be fortunate enough to travel to a 
campground in a lovely park in the woods or even by a sea-
shore or lake. You might even get to stay over in a place like 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, in North Carolina 
and Tennessee, which attracts more than 12 million visitors a 
year.

But, even if you are sticking closer to home, camping can 
be a fun, meaningful experience right in your yard or even 
inside your home. Why bother to set up camp at home? Well, 
it’s a great family bonding activity and an important learning 
exercise. Parents need to guide the kids to some degree, but 
the goal is for children to take part in discussing, planning, 
coordinating and helping with the activities. They will love it, 
and it will keep them busy for at least a few days!

Here are six ideas for brainstorming a plan that will lead to a 
gratifying family camping experience:

• Gear up: Gather the basics, such as a tent and sleeping bag, 
foam or inflatable pads, etc. Make a point to assemble a basic 
First Aid Kit (kids should help to reinforce safety).

• Firm up a plan: Make a list of things you’ll want as you 
sleep out under the stars, such as snacks, playing cards, flash-
lights and comic books (this will limit the in-and-out, I-forgot 
factor).

• Study the skies: Whether you have a telescope or not, build 
in time to lay on a blanket and look at the moon, stars, constel-
lations, or maybe even the aurora borealis (northern lights).

• Capture moments: Use a camera or cell phone to catalog 
your activities, as well as plants, flowers, wildlife, birds and 
bugs you see (create a photo album later).

• Plan meals: Combine the tenting with a cookout, with hot 
dogs and beans, and maybe s’mores (marshmallow and choc-
olate filled graham crackers) or just pack sandwiches. Keep 
plenty of cold drinks in a cooler.

• Pick a few activities: You might be able to take a sun-
down hike before settling down for guitar playing and singing, 
hand-shadow play on tent walls, or storytelling time (save this 
for last so the kids drift off to sleep).

Why not get started right now? Gather your family and start 
your own list of home-camping ideas. You’ll be on your way 
to a great family camping adventure – no matter where you 
decide to do it. One final bit of advice: stick with the plan, rain 
or shine. The is nothing like the sound of gentle rain pattering 
on the tent sides as you share stories or read comic books by 
flashlight.

Great news: Reading 
Club Fun is teaming up with 
award-winning comic book 
artist Matt Ryan of Connecti-
cut to offer FREE digital 
copies of his adventure com-
ic book “Chip n’ Fish.” You 
can download the comic to 
your digital device or print it 
out (Act now, supplies limit-
ed). Also, get a FREE “Let’s 
Camp” printable puzzle set 
with “READ” mini-poster to 
gear kids up for camping and 
reading fun. It all starts at: 
https://www.ReadingClub-
Fun.com .



Letting kids get hands-
on in the kitchen is an easy 
way to keep them busy while 
teaching important life skills. 
Planning for delicious snacks 
children can make all on their 
own (or with minimal assis-
tance) makes for a winning 
solution, and these Crazy 
Candy Ice Cream Sand-
wiches are a prime example. 
Find more kid-friendly snack 
ideas at milkmeansmore.org. 

Crazy Candy Ice 
Cream Sandwiches

Prep time: 10 minutes
Servings: 6
1  cup vanilla ice cream
1/4  cup chopped candy bar
6  graham cracker sheets, broken into 

12 squares
1/2  cup semisweet chocolate morsels
1 1/2  tablespoons refined coconut 

oil or vegetable oil
multi-colored sprinkles (optional)
In medium bowl, stir ice cream until just 

softened. Stir in chopped candy.
Working quickly, scoop ice cream mix-

ture onto six graham cracker squares. Top 
with remaining graham cracker squares, 
gently pressing down until ice cream reach-
es edges of crackers. Place in shallow, wax 
paper-lined pan. Freeze 1 hour.

In small, microwave-safe bowl, combine 
chocolate morsels and coconut oil. Micro-
wave on high 40-60 seconds, or until melt-
ed, stirring vigorously every 20 seconds. 
Let stand at room temperature 10 minutes.

Remove sandwiches from freezer. Dip 
half of each sandwich into chocolate mix-
ture. Immediately scatter sprinkles over 
chocolate, if desired. Return to wax pa-
per-lined pan. Freeze about 5 minutes, or 
until chocolate sets. Serve immediately or 
individually wrap in plastic wrap and store 
in freezer.

D id  you  k n ow?
• Pecan is the most 

popular nut flavoring, 
and strawberry is the 
most popular fruit in ice 
cream.

• Candy and choco-
late pieces are the most 
popular confections in 
ice cream.

• Waffle cones and 
sugar cones tie for most 
popular containers.

Ice Cream 
Production

• Most ice cream 
is made March through 
July. July is the busiest 
production month for 

ice cream makers.
• About 1.4 billion gallons of ice cream and related frozen desserts were produced in the 

U.S. in 2017 (most recent data).
• Ice cream is an $11 billion industry that supports 26,000 direct jobs and generates $1.6 

billion in direct wages, according to IDFA’s Dairy Delivers®.
• The majority of U.S. ice cream and frozen dessert manufacturers have been in busi-

ness for more than 50 years and many are still family-owned businesses.

Ice Cream Marketing
• Families are the primary customer group for ice cream retailers.
• Ice cream marketing is primarily done on a local or regional level.
• Two-fifths of ice cream makers are seeing an increased demand for premium ice 

cream versus 17 percent seeing an increase in gelato demand followed by 15 percent 
for sorbet. Demand for low-fat or non-fat ice cream ranked the lowest at just 4 percent.

• Ice cream makers and retailers say the Great Lakes region (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin) is the most successful ice cream market. 

 Consumption
• The average American consumes more than 23 pounds of ice cream per year.
• Regular ice cream is the most popular category of frozen desserts.
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616-263-9615616-263-9615

BUY ONE 
CONE,  

GET ONE 
CONE

of equal or of equal or 
lesser valuelesser value

of equal or lesser valueof equal or lesser value
Must present coupon. 

Cannot be combined with any 
other coupons, offers or discounts. 

Expires 7/31/20 CSP

FREE
BUY ONE CONE,  
GET ONE CONE

616-884-0127616-884-0127
110 N. Main St. | Rockford110 N. Main St. | Rockford

July is July is 
National Ice Cream National Ice Cream monthmonth

H ist o r y  o f  t h e  i ce  cr e am  con e

Give a Treat with a 
Kid-Friendly Sweet

For over a century, Americans 
have been enjoying ice cream on a 
cone. Whether it’s a waffle cone, a 
sugar cone or a wafer cone, what 
better way to enjoy a double scoop 
of your favorite flavor?

Making Its Appearance
The first ice cream cone was 

produced in 1896 by Italo Mar-
chiony. Marchiony, who emigrat-
ed from Italy in the late 1800s, 
invented his ice cream cone in 
New York City. He was granted a 
patent in December 1903.

Although Marchiony is credited 
with the invention of the cone, a 
similar creation was independent-
ly introduced at the 1904 St. Louis 
World’s Fair by Ernest A. Hamwi, 
a Syrian concessionaire. Hamwi 
was selling a crisp, waffle-like 
pastry -- zalabis -- in a booth 
right next to an ice cream vendor. 
Because of ice cream’s popular-
ity, the vendor ran out of dishes. 

Hamwi saw an easy solution to 
the ice cream vendor’s problem: 
he quickly rolled one of his wa-
fer-like waffles in the shape of a 
cone, or cornucopia, and gave it 
to the ice cream vendor. The cone 
cooled in a few seconds, the ven-
dor put some ice cream in it, the 
customers were happy and the 
cone was on its way to becoming 
the great American institution that 
it is today.

A Business is Born
St. Louis, a foundry town, 

quickly capitalized on the cone’s 
success. Enterprising people in-
vented special baking equipment 
for making the World’s Fair cor-
nucopia cones.

Stephen Sullivan of Sullivan, 
Missouri, was one of the first 
known independent operators in 
the ice cream cone business. In 
1906, Sullivan served ice cream 
cones (or cornucopias, as they 

were still called) at the 
Modern Woodmen of 
America Frisco Log 
Rolling in Sullivan, Mis-
souri.

At the same time, 
Hamwi was busy with 
the Cornucopia Waffle 
Company. In 1910, he 
founded the Missouri 
Cone Company, later 
known as the Western 
Cone Company.

As the modern ice 
cream cone developed, 
two distinct types of 
cones emerged. The 
rolled cone was a waffle, 
baked in a round shape and rolled 
(first by hand, later mechanically) 
as soon as it came off the griddle. 
In a few seconds, it hardened in 
the form of a crisp cone. The sec-
ond type of cone was molded ei-
ther by pouring batter into a shell, 

inserting a core on which the cone 
was baked, and then removing the 
core; or pouring the batter into a 
mold, baking it and then splitting 
the mold so the cone could be re-
moved with little difficulty.

In the 1920s, the cone business 
expanded. Cone production in 

1924 reached a record 245 mil-
lion. Slight changes in automat-
ic machinery have led to the ice 
cream cone we know today. Now, 
millions of rolled cones are turned 
out on machines that are capable 
of producing about 150,000 cones 
every 24 hours.



popart The Popcorn Board  •  www.popcorn.org

For more simple and tasty popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org

Planning a
Perfect Picnic
Picnics are a summertime staple but 

anytime is the perfect time to have one. 
Whether you grab a ready made sandwich 
and plunk down on a patch of grass or 
pack a cleverly stocked basket with a bottle 
of sparkling cider for an evening concert, 
you’ll enjoy a tradition shared by millions. 

Picnics are supposed to be simple but 
even if  you’re planning a more upscale 
outing, remember these rules and you’ll 
enjoy dining alfresco all the more so.

•	 Create	a	basic	picnic	bag	or	basket	filled	
with the essentials and you’ll be ready 
to go at a moment’s notice. Essentials 
include: bug spray, sun screen, paper 
towels, hand wipes or hand sanitizer, 
garbage bag, bottle opener with a 
corkscrew, and a sharp knife. Pack 
lightweight, re-useable plates, cups 
and flatware, and cloth napkins. Find 
a sealed container that can hold your 
dinnerware; when you’re done eating 
simply return the dirty dishes to the 
container for washing when you return. 

•	 Pack	foods	in	zip-style	bags	or	sealed	
containers. Pack ice packs or put ice 
cubes in zip-style bags to keep your 
food from becoming soaked when the ice 
starts to melt. 

•	 Bring	a	waterproof	groundcover.	
Whether you re-use the grocery bag that 
your sandwich came in or bring along 

a blanket to spread under your spread, 
make sure there’s a waterproof barrier 
between you and the ground. 

•	 Generally,	finger	foods	are	more	
manageable than foods requiring 
flatware, but if  you’re hankering for 
potato salad, by all means, bring it on! 
And if  you do bring potato salad…

•	 Don’t	spoil	your	day	by	food	
spoilage. Remember the two-hour 
rule—this is the length of time most 
perishable foods can survive without 
refrigeration—or one hour if  the 
weather is extremely warm. 

•	 Always	wash	your	hands	before	preparing	
or eating food. Use those travel wipes 
or the hand sanitizer you packed if  
clean water and soap are unavailable. 

•	 Most	grocery	stores	carry	a	wide	
variety of ready cooked foods to make 
your picnic a snap to pull together. 

•	 If	you’re	toting	raw	poultry,	meat	or	fish,	
make sure it is sealed and kept apart from 
other foods to avoid cross contamination. 
Raw poultry juices seeping into 
your produce can make for a deadly 
combination. And be sure to thoroughly 
cook your meats to destroy bacteria. 

•	 If	in	doubt,	throw	it	out.	If	you	question	
the safety of any food, don’t eat it. 

•	 Follow	an	old	camping	rule	to	leave	the	
area cleaner than you found it. 

•	 For	dessert,	forget	delicate	sweets	that	
can get crushed along the way. Take 
along something that can withstand 
jostling and temperatures, like this recipe 
for Perfect Picnic Popcorn Squares. The 
whole grain goodness of popcorn will 
give you an extra energy boost.

Perfect Picnic Popcorn Squares
1 cup light corn syrup
½ cup sugar
½ cup brown sugar
1 cup reduced fat peanut butter
¾ cup raisins
8 cups air-popped popcorn

Combine	corn	syrup,	sugar,	brown	sugar,	
and peanut butter in a large saucepan. 
Bring	to	a	boil	over	low	heat,	stirring	
constantly; boil 2-3 minutes. Remove 
saucepan	from	heat.	Combine	popcorn	and	
raisins in large bowl; pour hot mixture over 
popcorn and toss carefully with wooden 
spoons to mix until well-coated. Spray  
9 x 13-inch baking dish with cooking 
spray; press popcorn mixture into pan and 
cool	completely.	Cut	into	squares	and	serve.	

Serves: 12
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VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

SUMMERSUMMERBloomin’Bloomin’

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
REAL NEWS @ 

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

H VS Builders
Honest Affordable Quality Workmanship

Scott Henningsen
Licensed & Insured

616-255-5734
www.hvsbuilders.com

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Siding

• Roofing
• Flooring: from carpet to tile
• Decks
• Garages

FREE ESTIMATES

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

Healthy plants, 
but no tomatoes?
by Melinda Myers

 
No fruit on 
your tomato 
plants is like-
ly due to the 
weather. To-
matoes thrive 
in warm, sunny 
conditions, but 
t e m p e r a t u r e 
extremes can 
prevent other-
wise healthy 
plants from set-
ting fruit.

When day-
time tempera-
tures rise above 
90 degrees and 
night tempera-
tures remain 
above 70 de-
grees, blossom 
drop, and poor 
fruit develop-
ment can oc-

cur. Combine this with low humidity and the pollen is not 
viable. In hot and humid conditions, the pollen is too sticky 
and doesn’t move from the male to the female part of the 
flower. Without pollination the flowers won’t be fertilized 
and fruit will not develop.

Cool weather can also hinder fruiting. Night temperatures 
below the optimum of 59 to 68 degrees reduce the amount 
and viability of pollen the plant produces.

The simplest solution is to wait for the temperatures and 
humidity levels to return to those tomatoes need for polli-
nation and fruit formation to occur. Once this happens, the 
plants will begin producing fruit.

When hot weather arrives, make sure the plants receive 
ample moisture. Mulch the soil with shredded leaves, ev-
ergreen needles or other organic matter to keep roots cool 
and moist. Consider providing a bit of cool afternoon shade 
during hot spells.

Some gardeners enlist the help of blossom set hormone 
spray when conditions are not favorable for pollination and 
fruit formation. These hormones won’t increase productiv-
ity but may help plants set fruit when temperatures are not 
ideal.  These products are most effective when temperatures 
drop below 60 degrees Fahrenheit.  They are less effective 
at initiating fruit set when temperatures rise over 80 de-
grees. 

Don’t let cooler summer temperatures greatly reduce 
your tomato harvest. Consider pinching off the growing tips 
of indeterminate tomatoes a month before the first killing 
frost. This redirects the plant’s energy into ripening the ex-
isting fruit instead of producing more flowers and tomatoes 
that won’t have time to mature.

When frost is in the forecast, harvest green tomatoes to 
finish ripening indoors. Pick any tomatoes that are starting 
to show color before the killing frost and finish ripening 
them indoors. Harvest tomatoes when the blossom end 
turns a greenish white or starts to color up. Store the to-
matoes in a cool 60- to 65-degree location to extend their 
storage life. And don’t let those green tomatoes go to waste. 
Fry them or use them in salsa and relish. You’ll find lots of 
delicious green tomato recipes online or from friends.

Extend the growing and harvesting season with the help 
of floating row covers or other season extending strategies. 
These products protect plants from cold temperatures, al-
lowing you to harvest weeks after the first fall frost.

If poor fruiting is a yearly problem in your garden, look 
for tomato varieties better suited to your growing condi-
tions.   Next season look for recommendations from your 
local University extension service. They can help you select 
the best heat or cold tolerant varieties and those that best fit 
your gardening style and cooking needs.

With the proper selection and care you will enjoy an abun-
dant harvest in spite of less-than-ideal weather conditions.

Melinda Myers is the author of more than 20 gardening 
books, including Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD series and 
the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and contributing edi-
tor for Birds & Blooms magazine and her web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

 

Checklist: The right equipment 
to create the yard of your dreams

All-America Selections winner Celano to-
mato is a semi-determinate hybrid tomato 
that produces sweet oblong fruits. Photo 
courtesy of All-America Selections

With the right equipment, taking care of your yard can be almost as delightful as relaxing in it.

(NAPSI)—These days, 
many families are spend-
ing more time at home and 
“staycation-ing.” A beauti-
ful landscape improves curb 
appeal and can increase 
your home value by as much 
as 17 percent, so investing 
in yard care can be a smart 
financial decision. An amaz-
ing yard extends valuable 
living space and helps you 
and your family de-stress 
and enjoy time outside.

The right lawn equipment 
can make yard work more 
pleasant. With a refocus on 
staying home, now might 
be the time to invest in new 
equipment, which is more 
efficient, quieter, and more 
ergonomic than ever before. 

In addition, more power op-
tions are available including 
solar, battery/electric, pro-
pane or gasoline-powered 
equipment. There are even 
autonomous, robotic options 
available for mowing your 
lawn.

To help you decide on 
whether to update your yard 
equipment, here’s a check-
list from the Outdoor Power 

Equipment Institute (OPEI), 
an international trade associ-
ation representing manufac-
turers and suppliers of power 
equipment, small engines and 
battery power, utility and per-
sonal transport vehicles, and 
golf cars.

Plan your yard needs. 
Draw a sketch and include 
such major features as trees, 
bushes, a garden, flower 
beds, lawn furniture, play or 
sports equipment, or a patio. 
Note where maintenance is 
required. Will bushes need 
to be trimmed back? Do you 
want to install more flower-
ing bushes or trees? Are you 
planning to add a fence and 
more grass for your pet and 
games?

Consider your equip-
ment. Visit your garage or 
shed and find those forgotten 
lawn and garden tools. Make 
a list of what you need and 
what needs to be upgraded.

Consider upgrading or 
adding equipment. If you 
have a large garden, you may 
need a cultivator or tiller. If 
you have a large lawn, a rid-
ing or zero-turn lawn mower 
can make mowing easier. Al-
ternatively, you can get a ro-
botic lawn mower that mows 
autonomously. A string trim-

mer makes caring for bush-
es or trimming grass near 
a fence line easier. A pole 
pruner trims back limbs that 
are too high to reach safely 
with a saw, and a leaf blow-
er clears leaves faster than a 
rake. A wood chipper turns 
branches into mulch. Mower 
attachments can aerate your 
lawn or collect leaves. 

Research online before 
buying. Think about efficien-
cies of scale. Equipment may 
be sized to handle a smaller 
job or a massive one, and 
tasks can be a little easier 
with some of today’s ergo-
nomic, super-charged equip-
ment. Ultimately, your deci-
sion should be based on your 
needs. The right equipment 
can mean more time for oth-
er activities and mean doing 
yard work is more enjoyable 
for you.

Ask questions. Talk with 
the staff at the store or ask 
online about the equipment. 
In the store, pick up and hold 
equipment to determine its 
“fit” for you. Discuss safety 
features and manufacturer 
fueling and care instructions. 
Find out how often equip-
ment may need to be ser-
viced.
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NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to: news@cedarspringspost.
com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
JOKE

oof thef theWeekWeek
Hometown	 Happenings	 articles	 are	 a	
community	 service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	
only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	
this	section,	we	can	no	longer	run	all	articles.	
Deadline	for	articles	is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	
is	 not	 guaranteed	 space.	 Articles	 will	 run	
as	 space	 allows.	 Guaranteed	 placement	 is	
$10,	 certain	 restrictions	may	 apply.	You	 now	
can	 email	 your	 Hometown	 Happenings	 to	
happenings@cedarspringspost.com	 please	
include	 name	 and	 phone	 number	 for	 any	
questions	we	may	have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263.9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

NEW Hours:
Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

IntroducIng our NEW Happy Hour Menu

Chips & Queso Dip $4
Hummus w/ Veggies & 

Flatbread $6
Mini Quesadillas 

$3each
Choose Pork or Cheese Quesadilla with 

our house made pico de gallo. 
Add Cilantro lime sour cream for 50¢

Bird Bites $6
6oz dark & white meat chicken bites dipped in 

your favorite sauce: House BBQ, Asian, 
Hot or Medium Buffalo or Solid Gold

Happy Hour Beverages
House Wines $4

House Liquors $3
Domestic Drafts $2

Craft Draft $4

Ask us how KIDS EAT FREE 
every Saturday and Sunday

Monday - Friday 2pm-6pm

Congratulations to 
The POSTThe POST on

PROUD SUPPORTER OF
 THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER

32 32 YEARS YEARS OF BUILDING COMMUNITYOF BUILDING COMMUNITY
from

8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791
w w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o m

The Vanderhydes are 
Horse Trading in Sparta

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Adult Education Classes
July 16,23,30: Learn more, earn more, make your 
Grandma proud! If you always wanted to get your High 
School Diploma or GED, now is the time. Sparta Adult 
Education is pleased to be partnering with Alpha Family 
Cedar of Cedar Springs to offer free adult education 
enrollment and classes every Thursday from 11 am to 
3 pm. Most of the classwork can be done online, with 
the support of a certified teacher. All classes are free 
and open to anyone 18 and older. GED test vouchers 
are also provided free. Come anytime during class time 
to enroll to the Alpha Family Center, 6 N. First Street, 
Cedar Springs. For more information contact Anne Heyt 
by email at anne.heyt@spartaschools.org or call 616-
292-4842. #29,30p

Like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper

6,482 people like this
6,631 people follow this

More hot weather jokes
Q: What came out of the sprinkler during the heat wave?
A: Steam.

Q: How are people during a heat wave like clothes?
A: Their sweaters.

Q: Why were hungry dogs chasing he boy on the hot 
day?
A: They knew he had two hot pockets.

Q: What do you call a 3-pointer on the court during a 
heat wave?
A: A hot shot.

Q: Why did the man bring blue cheese to the aviary on 
a 100-degree day?
A: To go with the hot wings.

Q: Why should you play soccer on hot days?
A: So you’ll be surrounded by fans.

Q: How did the little boy float away at the beach?
A: It was so hot that his beach ball turned into a hot air 
balloon.

Q: What do you call ice cream on a 110-degree day?
A: A shake.

Q: Who’s the most popular comedian on a hot day?
A: The good humor man.

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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small ads make ¢ents

DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢	for	each	additional	word	
(pricing	includes	ad	placement	on	our	website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

GovernorGovernor
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTEDHOMES HOMES 

FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

SERVICESSERVICES

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

Socky – 4-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair
Mett Socky! We may 
be biased, but Socky is 
just about perfect. He 
even loves belly rubs! 
Surprisingly though, this 
handsome tuxedo has been 
with HSWM for over a 
month. He’s spent some of 
that time in a foster home 
but now he’s back at the 

shelter where he’s waiting patiently for his forever home.
Socky is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

Lois – 3-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Lois! She’s ready to 
be the queen of the house 
and would like to have all 
of the attention to herself. 
Lois would love to share 
her home with adults, and 
would likely do best in a 
quiet, routine home. Have 
a yard? Perfect, she’d love 
to spend time running, 

playing and lounging in a space of her own! 
Lois is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org

Humane Society of Humane Society of 
West Michigan’sWest Michigan’s PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

616-696-1100616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

SUMMER 
IS A GREAT 
TIME TO BE 

MOVING HERE!

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

Overflowing	Garage	Sale:	9	am	
–	5	pm,	July	16	–	18,	Butternut	
Ave.,	north	of	120th	St.,	Baptist	
Lake	 area.	 Large	 variety,	
collectibles,	 dishes,	 clothing,	
vintage	and	antiques.	#29p

Job	 opening	 for	 insurance	
agent	 in	 Cedar	 Springs.	
Sales	 Experience	 preferred.	
Email	 resumes	 to	 Chris@
conflittiagency.com.	#tfnb

Found:	 Full	 face	 motorcycle	
helmet	 found	 on	 Park	 St.	 near	
Maple	St.	 in	Cedar	Springs	 on	
Sunday	June	21st.	Call	616-696-
0591	to	identify.	#26

A	TO	Z	Trash	will	pick	up	your	
trash	 weekly.	 One-time	 hauls	
available.	 Call	 Bryan	 at	 616-
696-2938.	#tfnb

Kent	 Dumpster:	 Local	 Family	
Business.	 Call	 616-437-1460.	
www.kentdumpster.com.	 #11-
35p

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show	your	love	
for	 them	 by	 leaving	 them	
safely	 in	 the	 comfort	 and	
cool	of	home.	Cars	can	get	
dangerously	 hot	 in	 just	 a	
few	minutes	 even	with	 the	
windows	cracked.

Found: Chihuahua	 found	 on	
Sunday,	 July	 5th	 in	 the	 area	 of	
18	 Mile	 and	 Keller.	 Call	 616-
835-8734	to	identify.	#28

Lost: Male	 cat,	 dark	 gray	 with	
white	tuxedo	front,	white	mustash	
and	 paws.	 He	 was	 last	 seen	
Saturday,	 July	 4th	 about	 11	 pm	
in	 the	 area	 of	 Eighth	 and	 Pear	
Street.	 He	 is	 an	 inside	 cat	 and	
slipped	out	during	the	fireworks.	If	
seen,	please	call	616-696-1634	or	
616-799-0625,	leave	a	message.	
#28

Lost: Mixed	 breed	 dog,	 color	 is	
white	and	dark.	Ringo	 is	9	years	
old	and	was	last	seen	on	Saturday,	
June	 13th	 at	 approximately	 9:30	
pm	 at	 his	 home	 on	 Ash	 St.,	
between	Park	St.	 and	Grant	St.,	
Cedar	Springs.	 If	you	have	seen	
or	 know	where	 he	 is	 call	 or	 text	
616-213-4818.	#26

Found: Young,	friendly,	energetic,	
male	cat.	Found	around	the	middle	
of	May	 in	 the	 area	 of	George	K	
Drive	 and	 Daggett,	 Sand	 Lake.	
Call	616-636-8588.	#25

1. action - h  
2. drama - j
3. comedy - i
4. scary - a
5. musicals or dance - b
6. science fiction - c

P PO ORNC

What Kind of Movie?

Movie Treats
Check Out These Movies

       Don’t you love to see a good 
movie? My favorite place to see one
is at the drive-in. I like the giant 
screen and people-watching too.

A favorite movie treat:

(based on books)

There are many kinds of movies!
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1. The Little Prince
2. Percy Jackson &
   the Olympians:
   The Lightning Thief
3. Charlotte’s Web
4. The BFG
5. The Jungle Book
6. Harry Potter

A. A girl named Sophie befriends a gentle giant.
B. A young boy raised by wolves in the 
    jungle of India is taught by a bear.
C. An orphaned boy goes to a school for 
     wizards and learns about the world of magic.
D. A live-action film about farmyard 
    animals and one very special spider.
E. The son of an Olympian god uses
     his powers to find Zeus’ legendary weapon.
F. A girl becomes friends with her neighbor,
   a zany pilot, who tells her a whimsical story.

7. documentary - e
8. animated - g
9. fantasy - f
10. western - d

Created by Annimills © 2020

NEWSPAPER FUN SOLUTIONS - from page 5

wearing a mask in Michigan businesses include people younger 
than five years old, those who cannot medically tolerate a face 
covering, and those who are eating or drinking while seated at a 
food service establishment.

The executive order took effect at12:01 a.m. on Monday, July 
13. A willful violation of the order is a misdemeanor subject to 
a $500 criminal penalty, but no term of confinement may be 
imposed on individuals who violate the mask requirement. No 
individual is subject to penalty under the order for removing a 
mask while engaging in religious worship at a house of religious 
worship, although consistent with guidance from the CDC, con-
gregants are strongly encouraged to wear face coverings during 
religious services.

° Ambulance
° Road Service (tow trucks and MDOT courtesy ve-

hicles)
° Road Maintenance
° Utility Service
° Solid Waste Hauler

• Violating the Move Over Law when an emergency vehicle 
is involved is a civil infraction subject to two points on your 
driver’s license and a fine of $400.

• Violating the Mover Over Law when a solid waste collec-
tion, utility service, or road maintenance vehicle is involved 
is a misdemeanor.

• If the violation causes the death of a police officer, firefight-
er, or other emergency responder, the motorist faces up to 
15 years in prison and/or a $7,500 fine.

• If the violation causes an injury to a police officer, firefight-
er, or other emergency responder, the motorist faces up to 2 
years in prison and/or a $1,000 fine.

If you are driving past the scene of a crash:
Use caution when passing a vehicle parked on the shoulder. If 

possible, slow down and move over to pass, even if the vehicle 
looks abandoned.

Use hands-free calling to call 911 or the local police. Or safely 
exit the highway or pull into a safe area and park and then call 
for help.

First responders are trained to assist others, but if you must stop 
to help, take extreme caution:

Park your vehicle as far off the shoulder as safely as possible.
Activate your flashers.
Try and stand on the opposite side of your vehicle than traffic.
Weather conditions (snow, ice, rain, wind, fog) can increase the 

distance needed to stop. When driving in adverse weather condi-
tions, slow down.

Emergency kit:
Keep an emergency preparedness kit in your vehicle. If you 

have to get out of your vehicle to retrieve it, do so quickly and 
return to your vehicle and buckle your seat belt. Your kit should 
contain:

Batteries
Flashlight
Phone charger
Water and non-perishable food
Blankets
First aid kit
Jumper cables
 

SafetySafety
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
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LEGAL LEGAL 
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BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE AND 
MAINTENANCE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Serving the 
Rockford, Sparta, and 
Cedar Springs areas

FREE ESTIMATES 
call 616-214-6617 

Or email 
freedompineslawncare@gmail.com (616) 439-3400

North End Tire & Auto
3565 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

2020 July Board of Review 
The taxpayers and property owners of the city of 
Cedar Springs are hereby notified that the city 
Board of Review shall meet for the purpose of 
correcting clerical errors or mutual mistakes of 
fact as they relate to the 2020 assessment roll.

Assessment value appeals will not be heard at 
this time.

The July meeting of the board of review will be 
held at: 

City Hall 
66 S Main Street

 Cedar Springs, Michigan 
Tuesday, July 21, 2020

2pm

Property owners seeking to apply for the principle 
residence exemption for their homestead should 
file application with the city assessor’s office prior 
to this meeting.  Applications are available at the 

City Hall or on-line at  

www.cityofcedarsprings.org

If a taxpayer has any questions regarding this 
information

Please contact the assessing department 
(616) 696-1330 ext. 102.

Dated: July 16, 2020 City of Cedar Springs 
Board of Review

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, July 9, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs Public Library
107 N. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:06 P.M. 
By Mayor Pro Tem Conley. The Meeting Started 
Late Due To Change In Venue. The Pledge Of 
Allegiance Was Recited.  Six Councilmembers 
Were Present. One Person Addressed The Coun-
cil During The Public Comments. There Were No 
Scheduled Public Hearings; The Agenda And The 
Consent Agenda Were Approved; Action Taken: 
Motion To Approve Skinner Field Lease For A Five 
Year Term, Motion To Approve: A 30X50 Basket-
ball Court In Riggle Park For A Cost Not To Exceed 
$12,500, Motion To Approve The Fishbeck Pro-
posal For Professional Engineering Services For 
The 2021 Main Street Over Cedar Creek Bridge 
Replacement Project In An Amount Not To Exceed 
$159,700;  Discussions Were Held On Marihuana 
Application Forms (SLU Application, Marihuana 
Establishment Application, Marihuana Establish-
ment Approval Letter, Marihuana Establishment 
Denial Letter, Marihuana Establishment License, 
And Marihuana Establishment Procedures), 2019 
Michigan Fireworks Law, Medical Marihuana IL 
2018-1 Sec. 9(6). The Meeting Was Adjourned At 
8:46 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: July 16, 2020  Shandell Napieralski
Deputy City Clerk

616.696.1330

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

July 1, 2020
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Mojzuk. Absent: None
Approved: July 1, 2020 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: June 3, 2020 Regular Board Meeting 
minutes.  Approved:  The purchase of a new 
AED for the township office. Electronic recycling 
event – tabled till next month.  Accepted the Bid 
from Kodiak Emergency Vehicles to purchase a 
new fire truck.

Next meeting: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 @ 7 
PM. Complete minutes available at the Twp. Hall, 
7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours and 
on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: July 16, 2020  Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
July Board of Review 

2020
 
The Nelson Township March Board of Review for 
2020 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 on the 
following dates:
 
Wednesday, July 22nd, 2020      5pm 

VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY 
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN 
PETITION.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CALL 616-881-4536.  APPEALS MADE BY 
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY, JULY 17TH, 2020.

VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF 
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS. 

Dated: July 16, 2020  Robyn Britton, 
Supervisor, Nelson Township

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year



Cedar Springs Mobile Es-
tates, located near the intersec-
tion of 18 Mile and N. Main 
Street, donated $1,000 to Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools 
earlier this week to help the 
school with their summer food 
program.

But, according to Caitlin 
Marvin, property manager 
at the park, that’s just one of 
the things that they’ve done 
to help boost their image and 
make the place a better place 
to live for residents. “Our park 
has completely changed over 
the past few years. Our com-
munity has grown so much. 
We have such wonderful peo-
ple here and we couldn’t be 
happier to where our commu-
nity is heading. The managers 
here have worked their tails off to get where 
we are today!” she said.

The CSME is owned by Suzie Becker and 
run by her son Justin and daughter Stephanie. 
The improvements they’ve made are aesthet-
ic, social and financial.

Improvements you can see include putting 
in 17 new homes since 2018; they are also 
upgrading their office along with the homes 
in the park, new roof, new sign, and land-
scaping. They are also putting in a garden for 
their community. 

“The garden is going to be at the Carol cir-
cle,” explained Marvin. “We are starting with 
benches and picnic tables, flower beds etc. 
We are planning on building raised garden 
beds to plant veggies and fruits for the people 

in our community. We will provide the seeds/
plants each year and all residents are wel-
come to help Ranee and I tend the garden.” 

They are also helping residents financially. 
Marvin said they have been selling homes to 
the residents as opposed to just leasing. “If 
they purchase, their payments go down dra-
matically,” she said. They also do the financ-
ing for them.

They have also helped residents during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Marvin noted that 
they have bought food and gift cards for res-
idents to make sure no one goes hungry; and 
they have gotten residents help with rent and 
utilities. They also scour the internet for jobs 
and send that out to the residents to help them 
in their job search.

And it’s not just the park management 

helping residents. The residents in the park 
step up to help each other as well. “Our 
community has been wonderful to each oth-
er, especially through this pandemic. “They 
have been helping each other with meals and 
groceries, checking in on one another, and 
helping keep yards clean and mowed for one 
another,” explained Marvin. 

Why the donation to the school? “We are 
trying to partner with other organizations 
such as the school to help not only our res-
idents but the community of Cedar Springs 
as well. I believe being a bigger part in Cedar 
Springs is definitely helping set our standards 
higher and higher. We are proud of our prog-
ress and we want others to be proud to have 
Cedar Springs Mobile Estates in their town.” 
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This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

What Should You Do With an Inheritance?
If you were to inherit a large sum of 

money, what would you do with it? 
The question may not be hypothetical, 

especially if you are in the millennial, Gen X 
or Gen Z demographic groups. That’s because 
the baby boomers – often referred to as the 
richest generation in history – are poised to 
transfer some $30 trillion in assets over the 
next few decades, according to the consulting 
firm Accenture.

Of course, this is a “macro” figure, and 
everyone’s situation is different. Furthermore, 
since baby boomers are living longer, more 
active lives, the total amount passed on may 
end up being considerably less than the 
estimate. Nonetheless, you may well receive 
a medium-to-large inheritance someday, and 
when that day arrives, you’ll need to decide 
how best to use your newfound wealth.

Your first move may be to do nothing at 
all. Generally speaking, you have enough 
time to decide how to handle the various 
elements of an inheritance, although if you 
are inheriting an investment vehicle such as 
an IRA or a 401(k) plan, you will eventually 
have to make some decisions about liquidation 
or withdrawals. (And since these accounts 
may carry tax obligations, it’s a good idea 
to consult with your tax advisor fairly soon 
after you receive your inheritance.) But if a 
big part of your inheritance simply consists of 
cash parked in a bank account, there’s nothing 
wrong with moving the money into a cash 
management account at a financial services 
company until you decide what to do with it.

However, after some time has passed, you 
may want to put your inheritance to good use. 
If you’re already working with a financial 

advisor, you might want to get some guidance 
on how to use your new assets to strengthen 
your existing investment strategy. Do you 
have any gaps in certain areas? Can you use 
the money to help diversify your holdings? 
Diversification can’t guarantee profits or 
protect against all losses, but it can help reduce 
the impact of volatility on your portfolio.

And, of course, if your inheritance is large 
enough, it may permit you to “max out” on 
your IRA for years to come, and possibly 
free you to have even more of your salary 
deferred into your 401(k) or similar employer-
sponsored retirement account. Plus, you could 
use the money for other long-term goals, such 
as funding a tax-advantaged 529 college 
savings plan for your children.

You also might use part of your inheritance 
to donate to the charitable organizations you 
support. Due to recent changes in tax laws 
that caused many people to stop itemizing 
their deductions, charitable groups are in 
more need of support than ever. 

And last, but certainly not least, take this 
opportunity to review your goals. Is your 
inheritance large enough for you to adjust 
your planned retirement age? And if that age 
may indeed change, what about your other 
plans for retirement? Will you now be free 
to travel more or pursue other hobbies? Will 
you even need to modify the way you invest 
for your new reality, possibly by taking a 
less aggressive approach? Again, a financial 
professional can help you answer these 
questions.

Someone thought enough of you to leave 
you a valuable inheritance – so use it wisely.

W E ' V E  G O T  Y O U  C O V E R E D
W I T H  O U R  R O O F  L O A N S !

Special rates & terms  |  Limited time offer

TIME TO
REPLACE
YOUR ROOF?

Small enough to care...Big enough to serve!

Kent County Credit Union
14111 White Creek Ave, Cedar Springs

888.336.3490 | mykccu.com

Federally insured by NCUA | NMLS Company ID# 372758

Mob i le  h om e  p a r k  d on a t e s  t o  h e lp  f e e d  k id s
Makes other improvements

Michigan 
Small Business 
Restart Program 
now live

Cedar Springs Mobile Estates donated $1,000 to Cedar Springs Public Schools to help with their summer 
food program. From left to right: Chris LaHaie, Chief Financial Officer at CS Public Schools; Scott Smith, 
Superintendent; Caitlin Marvin, manager at Cedar Springs Mobile Estates; and Matt Blood, Human and 
Community Services Director at CS Public Schools.

LANSING, MICH. Michigan’s small businesses 
and nonprofits working to recover from the ongoing 
impact of the COVID-19 virus can now apply for 
grants of up to $20,000 through the Michigan Small 
Business Restart Program, the Michigan Econom-
ic Development Corporation announced today. The 
program will provide $100 million in economic assis-
tance to Michigan’s small businesses and nonprofits 
and in turn, help support workers and their families 
facing economic uncertainty during the outbreak. In-
formation on how to apply, as well as eligibility crite-
ria and program guidelines are available at michigan-
business.org/restart.

“The Michigan Small Business Restart Program 
puts federal funding to work for small businesses in 
Michigan hardest hit by the impact of COVID-19, 
helping to ensure they can keep their doors open and 
put critical protections in place for their workers and 
their customers,” said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. “Fam-
ilies across the state depend on small businesses for 
their livelihood, and this program will build on addi-
tional COVID-19 business relief efforts offered by the 
MEDC to create a strong foundation for Michigan’s 
long-term economic recovery.”

Approved by the Michigan Strategic Fund on July 
7, the Michigan Small Business Restart Program allo-
cates $100 million of federal CARES Act funding to 
provide support to Michigan’s small businesses and 
nonprofits that are reopening and have experienced a 
loss of income as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. The 
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funding will be distributed across 15 local or non-
profit economic development organizations (EDOs) 
covering all 83 counties in the state for grants up to 
$20,000 to support certain small businesses and non-
profits that have realized a significant financial hard-
ship as a result of the COVID-19 virus.

The Michigan Small Business Restart Program 
application period will be live through Wednesday, 
August 5 at michiganbusiness.org/restart and all ap-
plications received during that three week period will 
receive consideration; grants will be awarded after 
the close of the application period based on criteria 
that are defined by the EDOs. Funds can be used as 
working capital to support payroll expenses, rent, 
mortgage payments, utility expenses or other similar 
expenses.

The MEDC anticipates that more than 5,000 busi-
nesses across the state will benefit from this program.

To qualify for grant support, businesses must meet 
the following criteria, based on statutory require-
ments for the program:

• Is a business or nonprofit with fewer than 50 
employees that can demonstrate it is affected by the 
COVID-19 emergency

• Needs working capital to support eligible expens-
es

• Demonstrates an income loss as a result of the 
COVID-19 emergency

Additionally, at least 30 percent of the funds award-
ed under the program must be provided to wom-
en-owned, mianority-owned or veteran-owned eligi-
ble businesses.

“We have taken this program from words on a page 
to full deployment in two weeks to ensure we can 
start getting these funds into the hands of small busi-
nesses and nonprofits across Michigan and continue 
to set a path to economic recovery here in our state,” 
said MEDC CEO Mark A. Burton. “The Michigan 
Small Business Restart program will provide a sig-
nificant opportunity to address immediate needs of 
small businesses and nonprofits negatively impacted 
by COVID-19. Combined with other MSF programs 
and services, as well as local and federal economic 
development support, we can help ensure small busi-
nesses throughout the state to recover from the short 
and long-term impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak.”

Per statutory requirements, a monthly report will be 
provided to the legislature that includes a listing of 
grants awarded in the previous month and the name 
of the recipient of each grant provided under the pro-
gram. All reporting forms will also be available on 
michiganbusiness.org/restart.

Paola Mendivil, co-owner of El Granjero Mexican 
Grill in Grand Rapids and advocate for Latina wom-
en, said she was pleased to learn that at least 30 per-

cent of the Michigan Small Business Restart funds 
will be awarded to women-owned, minority-owned 
or veteran-owned eligible businesses. “Small busi-
nesses all around Michigan have been hit hard by the 
COVID-19 virus, but women- and minority-owned 
businesses are often even more vulnerable in difficult 
times,” said Mendivil, who is also an active member 
of Local First, the West Michigan Sustainable Busi-
ness Forum, and the Latina Network of West Michi-
gan. “This funding could prove to be a lifeline for so 
many of these small businesses in the state. It’s im-
portant we continue to raise awareness and encourage 
these businesses to apply for these Restart Grants.”

The Michigan Small Business Restart Program is 
modeled after the Michigan Small Business Relief 
Program, approved on March 19 by the Michigan 
Strategic Fund to support small businesses impacted 
by the COVID-19 crisis.

The Michigan Small Business Relief Program 
consisted of a total of $20 million aimed at sup-
porting businesses in need of immediate relief. The 
program included $10 million that was distributed 
to 15 local EDOs to provide grants up to $10,000 
to certain small businesses impacted by COVID-19. 
Additionally, the program authorized $10 million for 
small business loans of not less than $50,000 and not 
more than $100,000 to eligible borrowers impacted 
by COVID-19 that were not able to seek alternative, 
suitable financing.

Under the Michigan Small Business Relief grant 
program, local EDOs selected more than 2,700 busi-
nesses across the state covering all 83 counties that 
received grant support expected to retain approxi-
mately 11,000 jobs. To date, more than 130 small 
business loans totaling more than $8 million have 
been approved through MSF delegated approval.

The $15 million Michigan Agricultural Safety 
Grant Program application process is also now live 
and can be found at michiganbusiness.org/agsafe-
ty. The program will support the implementation of 
COVID-19 monitoring and mitigation strategies to 
protect agricultural employees and the state’s overall 
food production industry, including PPE, testing, em-
ployee training and housing needs to ensure appropri-
ate social distancing.

With the approval of these two programs by the 
MSF Board, the MEDC has launched 17 COVID-19 
relief and recovery programs supporting more than 
3,400 businesses in the state and helping to retain 
more than 14,700 jobs across all 83 counties. To learn 
more about MEDC’s COVID-19 response programs 
and the impact they are having on economic recovery 
efforts, visit michiganbusiness.org/covid19response. 
Other resources for economic reopening efforts as 
well as businesses across Michigan struggling with 
economic losses as a result of the COVID-19 virus 
can be found online at michiganbusiness.org/covid19.

The MEDC has also developed a FAQ for Mich-
igan businesses and communities at michiganbusi-
ness.org/covid19-faq.
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The	Cedar	Springs	Post	welcomes	 letters	of	up	
to	350	words.	The	subject	should	be	relevant	to	
local	readers,	and	the	editor	reserves	the	right	to	
reject	letters	or	edit	for	clarity,	length,	good	taste,	
accuracy,	and	liability	concerns.	All	submissions	
MUST	be	accompanied	by	full	name,	mailing	ad-
dress	 and	daytime	phone	number.	We	use	 this	
information	to	verify	 the	 letter’s	authenticity.	We	
do	not	print	anonymous	letters,	or	acknowledge	
letters	we	do	not	use.	Writers	are	limited	to	one	
letter	 per	month.	Email	 to	 news@cedarsprings-
post.com,	or	send	to	Post	Scripts,	Cedar	Springs	
Post,	PO	Box	370,	Cedar	Springs,	MI	49319.

* We only print positive letters about candidates 
one week prior to the election. 
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Florida-based company 
misled Michigan small 
businesses on “good 
standing” certificate
About 2,500 businesses eligible for full 
refunds will be notified

LANSING—Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel and the Depart-
ment of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) announced this week 
that small businesses across Michigan are entitled to a refund under a 
recent settlement reached with the Florida-based CA Certificate Service 
LLC, doing business as MI Certificate Service.

A lawsuit filed last year alleged the company sent a form intention-
ally designed to resemble an official state document to new Michigan 
businesses. The form requested an immediate response and a check for 
$72.50 to complete the process of obtaining a Michigan Certificate of 
Good Standing. A Certificate of Good Standing is an optional form that, 
if needed, can be obtained directly from the state for $10. The lawsuit 
alleged that these mailings constituted fraudulent misrepresentation, nui-
sance and that the company was not authorized to do business in Mich-
igan.

“I appreciate the collaborative effort of my assistant attorneys gener-
al and the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs in reaching 
this settlement,” Nessel said. “The State will not tolerate attempts to in-
tentionally mislead Michigan businesses or residents, and my office will 
hold those who try accountable for their deceptive practices.”

“Be diligent when reviewing mailings that may look official and offer 
help in performing services that are either not required, do not exist or 
both,” said LARA Director Orlene Hawks. “In partnership with Attorney 
General Dana Nessel’s office, we were able to hold this company respon-
sible for violating the law.”

The settlement includes an agreement by CA Certificate Service LLC 
to permanently cease sending solicitations to entities or individuals in 
Michigan. The company also agreed to pay $5,000 to the Attorney Gener-
al’s office, and to pay full refunds to impacted businesses that make such 
a request within the next six months.

About 2,500 businesses will be eligible for a full refund of $72.50. 
Eligible businesses have already been identified and will receive direct 
notice. Refund requests may be submitted to 888-842-9265.

The Attorney General’s office and LARA frequently receive complaints 
from businesses about mailings designed to look like either an official 
government form or an invoice for services already rendered, when in 
fact the mailing is a solicitation seeking new business. Many of these 
mailings hide text that indicate the form is not required, but not all do.

Businesses should be cautious if they receive any requests or bills they 
do not recognize and can contact LARA if they have questions about 
forming a business. Additional information is available on the Corpo-
rations Division website [ ] or by calling the Corporations Division at 
517-241-6470.
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