
Police and fire department personnel worked 
together last week Thursday to locate a miss-
ing elderly woman with dementia in Casnovia 
Township.

On June 18, at approximately 7:00 p.m., 
Michigan State Police Troopers from the Rock-
ford Post, Michigan State Police Canine, Mich-
igan State Police Aviation, Muskegon County 
Sheriff’s Department, and several local fire 
departments responded to the 15000 block of 
Hall Rd. in response to a missing 83-year-old 
female with dementia.  The caller advised that 
her elderly mother had wandered away from the 
home and had been missing for approximately 

an hour and a half.  
Troopers, deputies and fire personnel began 

searching the area.  MSP Aviation arrived on 
scene from above and located the elderly fe-
male in the dense swamp on the family property 
approximately six hours after the initial report.  
The woman was reportedly in good medical 
health and cleared by medical personnel while 
on scene.     

See video of the rescue at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LB0p3Ex2d-

J5g1wPkLKPbVoyTN8-5E8h_/view?invite=-
CO-g7PIB&ts=5eece8b1

that is a permanent structure at the berm 
known as the Lake Bella Vista Dam. 

Two young men were diving to try 
and find the girl, later identified by au-
thorities as 16-year-old Molly Rasmus-
sen. Rasmussen had just completed her 

sophomore year at Forest Hills East-
ern. Multiple people called 9-1-1 and 
responders to the scene included the 
Kent County Sheriff Department with 
several vehicles and a boat, Cannon 
Township Fire and Rescue, the Cannon 
Township hovercraft, Rockford Am-
bulance and the City of Rockford first 
responders.

Divers on the scene repeatedly 
searched the area and appeared to be 
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Te e n  d r own e d  in  La k e  B e l la  Vi s t a  h a d  e p i le p sy
Sixteen-year-old 
jumped in and never 
came up
By Beth Altena, The Rockford Squire

A beautiful spring day on the lake 
ended with shock and agony when a 
16-year-old girl drowned after going 
under the water and not coming back 
up. 

The incident happened around 7:45 
p.m. Tuesday, June 2 at the west end 
of the lake near the Kent County dock 

Rescue boats searched for 16-year-old Molly 
Rasmussen after she went under and did not 
resurface. Photos by Beth Altena.

Molly Rasmussen

Sand Lake 
suspects 
arrested for 
breaking 
and entering

Po l i ce  r e scu e  m iss in g  e ld e r ly  
wom a n

On the evening of June 15, deputies from the 
Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
a Breaking and Entering complaint that was in 
progress in the area of 6 Mile Road and Osborne 
Ave. Police said the homeowner observed people 
in his residence on a motion camera and called 
911. Deputies arrived to find two individuals in 
the yard of the residence as they were removing 
property. During the investigation, multiple sto-
len items were recovered from the area, including 
a riding lawnmower. 

A 40-year-old woman and her 18-year-old son, 
both from Sand Lake, were lodged in the Neway-
go County Jail and pending arraignment. Police 
were looking for any possibly related cases.

The police had not released their names at press 
time.

Tire pressure

AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE - - page 12 page 12

One of the search team can be seen carrying the woman in the middle of the image. Video footage courtesy 
of Michigan State Police.
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     &      & 
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American president Thomas Jefferson 
had his own brewhouse on the 

grounds of Monticello.

Meet Up and Eat Up returns to 
Kent District Library

C e d a r  S p r i n g s  
g r a d u a t i o n  
p o s t p o n e d

The commencement 
ceremony for Cedar 
Springs High School 
has been postponed 
to July 14, 15, and/or 
16 (with 16th being a 
rain date).

According to high 

Former educator publishes book of memories

Ray Kleefisch, of Rockford, donated a copy of his just published book “Living in high clover” to the Cedar Springs Public 
Library earlier this week. Kleefisch is shown here with librarian Donna Clark, in front of the flowing well in the Heart of 
Cedar Springs, behind the library.

By Judy Reed

Ray Kleefisch, a former teacher, assistant principal and 
coach at Cedar Springs Public Schools for 28 years, has 
just published a unique book that looks at Kleefisch’s life 
through the eyes, ears, and paws of his best friends–his 
dogs.

Kleefisch grew up in Lowell, Michigan. He attended 
Western Michigan University and the University of Virgin-
ia and went on to serve 28 years in the U.S. Army as active 
duty and reserves.

In his new book, “Living in high clover,” Kleefisch 
weaved his story around the most influential canines in 
his life—Skippy, Tippy, Puppy, Mandy, and Chester. From 
childhood to adulthood, those dogs were all there at im-
portant times in his life. The 42-page book from RoseDog 

Books is filled with photos and anecdotes of those mo-
ments—both happy and sad.

The Post asked Kleefisch what was his inspiration to 
write the book?

“I just wanted to leave a little history for my family and 
show that if you slow down a little bit and recognize the 
little miracles that happen every day, the little things often 
end up being significant,” he explained.

He wanted to use his dogs, because he always had a spe-
cial bond with them. “One woman told me that all dogs are 
service dogs; some are just freelancing,” he remarked.

The title of the book, “Living in High Clover,” has a 
family connection. “My cousin has a farm in Parnell, and 
he’d say, ‘Look at those deer—they’re all living in high 
clover—going from one banquet to the next.’ He was upset 
they were eating his crops and having a great time.” He 

said his wife, Jan, who helped him with the book, adopted 
the saying for the dogs and used it as the title of the book.

Kleefisch said if any profits are generated from the book, 
he will donate them to an organization to help feed hungry 
kids in Cedar Springs.

To order a copy of the book, go online to http://rose-
dogbookstore.com/living-in-high-clover/; call 1-800-788-
7654; or email bookorders@rosedogbooks.com.

school principal Ron Behrenwald, the number of exer-
cises each day will be dependent upon what phase region 2 
is in and the number of people allowed to gather together. 

Creative Technologies Academy had their graduation ear-
lier this week. See next week’s Post for photos and informa-
tion on that ceremony.

Kent County, Michigan 
– Kent District Library is 
pleased to partner with Feed-
ing America to present Meet 
Up and Eat Up, a summer 
food program at 12 KDL lo-
cations. Anyone 18 years old 
and younger can come enjoy 
a free lunch.

“Feeding the minds, imag-
inations and spirits is some-
thing that we have always 
done at KDL, but through this program we are literally 
feeding hungry people,” said Lance Werner, executive di-
rector of KDL.

Each location who is hosting this summer food access 
program is providing a table outside the Library build-
ing. Most branches have a canopy to provide shade, etc.  
Our staff will be wearing masks and will stand at one end 
of the table while patrons will stand at the other end of the 
table to pick up their meal.

1. Students will come to the table to pick up their meal. 
We are providing hand sanitizer at the table so their hands 
can be relatively clean prior to getting their lunch.

2. Due to the grab and go option, they will be able to eat 
the meals at home.

3. Summer Reading materials in a make-n-take format 
will be available at the same time/place.

4. Parents can report how many children under 18 need 
a meal for their family and we are allowed to provide that 
number of meals to the parent—we do not have to see the 
students.

5. Students dealing with de-
velopmental disabilities are 
eligible for the meals until 
they are 26 years old.

6. This program is operat-
ing separate from the curb-
side service and as a result 
has a different traffic flow.

Schedule
Alpine Township, Week-

days from 12:30 – 1:30 PM, 
June 22 – August 14

Comstock Park, Weekdays 
from noon – 12:30 PM, June 22 – August 14

Gaines Township, Weekdays from 11:30 AM – 12:30 
PM, June 22 – August 14

Kelloggsville, Weekdays from noon – 1:00 PM, June 22 
– August 14

Kentwood, Weekdays from 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM, June 
22 – August 14

Nelson Twp., Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 12:30 – 1:30 PM, June 22 – August 14

Plainfield Twp., Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
11:15 AM – noon, June 22 – August 14

Spencer Township, Weekdays from 12:30 – 1:30 PM, 
June 22 – August 14

Tyrone Township, Mondays – Thursdays from 12:30 – 
1:30 PM, June 22 – August 13

Walker, Weekdays from 12:30 – 1:30 PM, June 22 – Au-
gust 14

Wyoming, Weekdays from 1:00 – 2:00 PM, June 22 – 
August 14

Bookmobile, Various dates and locations

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper

6,462 Likes 
6,606 Followers



By John Norton, Athletic Director
Cedar Springs Public Schools

John Norton, Athletic Director at 
Cedar Springs Public Schools, re-
cently announced their OK White 
Conference Athletes of the Year. Both 
recipients receive a plaque and con-
ference certificate. What follows is his 
announcement.

As we do every year, we have one 
male and one female athlete that will 
represent our school as the 2020 OK 
White Conference athlete of the year, 
as well as being the Class of 2020 Ath-
lete of the Year. This is the most pres-
tigious award annually in the athletic 
department.

These athletes are recognized by all 
coaches, players, and athletic direc-
tors in the OK Conference and here 
at Cedar Springs High School as ex-
amples of how high school student 
athletes should compete and act—on 
and around the playing fields. These 
individuals have achieved athletic ex-
cellence.

Your 2020 female Athlete of the 
Year and OK White Conference Ath-
lete for Cedar Springs is Omani Mo-
rales. Omani is a multiple sport stand-
out in softball and bowling, as well 
as a star in the classroom with a 3.95 
GPA. Outside of sports, Omani is easy 
going, funny, incredibly humble with 
great priorities—you can tell she has 
great parents. But as an athlete she has 
laser focus on her goals and an incred-
ible work ethic. She was a softball and 
bowling team captain this year, and 
one thing that always stood out to me, 
is her sportsmanship. I’m not sure I’ve 
ever seen a better sport or teammate, 
in success or in failure. But her dom-
ination of the bowling alley is what 
has earned her a scholarship to bowl 
at Davenport next year. How’s this re-
sume?

Led team to first ever and multiple 
consecutive OK White champion-
ships; two-time regional champ; aca-
demic all-state; four-time conference 

champion; three-time 
state individual qualifi-
er; state champ; dream 
team – all classes; Miss 
Bowling 2020 in Mich-
igan. 

The best. Nothing else 
to say—Omani Mo-
rales—congratulations, 
you’ve been a joy to 
watch.

Most the time, I’d 
say that’s a tough act 
to follow, but our male 
athlete of the year more 
than holds his own. I’m 
proud to announce our 
male selection as ath-
lete of the year is Jaydon 
Moleski. He is mostly 
known for his excel-
lence in track and cross 
country, but he also 
played hockey and soc-
cer during his career. I 
remember watching Jay-
don as a freshman play-
ing varsity soccer, and I 
knew he was special, he 
was a competitor, and he 
was going to succeed no 
matter what he did.

In addition to a fierce 
competitor, Jaydon is a loyal team-
mate and true leader as described by 
his coaches.

Cross country coach Jones said the 
following: “I can’t say enough about 
his impact off the course as well. He 
has a bright personality and approach-
es everything he does with enthusi-
asm. He knows when it’s time to have 
fun but also knows when it’s time to 
flip the switch and compete. I feel that 
Jaydon has set the standard for Red 
Hawk distance runners for years to 
come. If our younger runners can con-
tinue to emulate his work ethic, com-
petitiveness and leadership skills then 
I’ll be a happy coach.”

And the accolades speak for them-
selves:

Cross Country: #9 Cedar Springs 
All-Time; three-time All-Conference; 
one-time All-Area; two-time Region-
al Medalist; two-time Academic All-
State; one-time All-State.

Track & Field: One-time All-Con-
ference; one-time All-State (Indoors); 
one-time All-State (Outdoors).

Jaydon will be continuing his run-
ning career on scholarship at Roches-
ter University while studying in their 
Sports Management program. I am 
certain that he will continue to repre-
sent our town and our athletic depart-
ment at the highest level during his 
next chapter in life.

Your 2020 OK White Athletes of 
Year: Jaydon Moleski and Omani Mo-
rales!

Kaeleigh Casavant, Cedar Springs High School
Jeffrey Davlin, St. Patrick High School
Autumn Dorsey, Lakeview High School
Hannah Feng, Grand Rapids Christian High School
Kolton Grice, Algoma Christian School
Suchir Gupta, Forest Hills Central High School
Madison Haid, Forest Hills Eastern High School
Kaitlyn Hutchins, Rockford High School
Johnathon Kulich, Comstock Park High School
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Athletes of the year

This photo shows Omani Morales and Coach Tim Jack-
son when she signed to bowl for Davenport Universi-
ty. Courtesy photo.

This photo shows Jaydon Moleski when he signed to 
run Cross Country at Rochester University. He is pic-
tured here with his coach Justin Wood. Courtesy photo.

Outwin signs to 
play volleyball

Madi Outwin officially 
signed at a small ceremo-
ny outside Cedar Springs 
High School on June 16  
to continue her volley-
ball career at Great Lakes 
Christian College In Lan-
sing, Mich. Family, friends 

and coaches were there to 
commemorate the event.  
Madi has been a two-sport 
standout (soccer and vol-
leyball) throughout her 
four year career at Cedar 
Springs. She is the daughter 
of Amy and Ryan Outwin.

Service academy appointees and 
Congressional Medal of Merit recipients

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Rep. Justin Amash (L-Mich.) 
congratulates the 2020 service academy appointees and stu-
dent Congressional Medal of Merit recipients from Michi-
gan’s Third District.

“It’s a privilege to recognize the achievements of these 
outstanding students, and I look forward to seeing how they 
impact and lead future generations,” said Amash.

Appointees to a service academy must first secure a nom-
ination from an authorized nominating source, which in-
cludes members of Congress. To assist with the nominating 
process, Amash works closely with an assembled commit-
tee of military and civic leaders who carefully review ap-
plications, interview potential nominees, and make recom-
mendations.

In addition to the five service academy appointees, 
Amash awarded 26 students with the Congressional Med-
al of Merit. The Congressional Medal of Merit recognizes 
high school seniors who have demonstrated exemplary cit-
izenship and academic excellence. Recipients were nomi-
nated by their principals or guidance counselors.

Students selected from our area are in bold.
Service Academy Appointments
Benjamin Harms, Lakeview High School, United States 

Air Force Academy
Jacob Shepherd, NorthPointe Christian High School, 

United States Military Academy
Garrett Siemen, Ionia High School, United States Air 

Force Academy
Emmett Rosenzweig, Marshall High School, United 

States Air Force Academy
Sayvion Young, Rockford High School, United States 

Naval Academy
Congressional Medal of Merit Recipients
Alexis Behnke, St. Philip Catholic Central High School
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Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

BirthdayBirthday

Church Church ConnectionConnection

Thank YouThank You

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

The train of failure
usually runs on the 

track of laziness.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through 
idleness of the hands the house droppeth through.

Ecclesiastes 10:18

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

Thank you

Please forgive me for my 
procrastination. I couldn’t, and still 
can’t find the words to sufficiently 
express my gratitude to everyone 
for your heartfelt condolences 
following the death of my son, David 
MacKinnon. My family and I truly 
appreciate all the cards, food, phone 
calls, gifts and prayers.

Thank you very much.
Dorothy Bishop and family

Happy 90th Birthday

BARBARA NEWLAND 
BERNDT

Barbara Newland Berndt will be turning 90 on June 
23rd. She graduated from Lakeview High School in 
1948. Her family would like to surprise her with a card 
shower. Her address is: 51230 Sunny Hill Dr., Shelby 
Township, MI 49316

ELWYN & GOLDIE JOSLIN
Elwyn and Goldie Joslin are celebrating their 65th 
wedding anniversary. They were married June 25, 
1955 in the Free Methodist Church of Cedar Springs. 
Children of the couple are Dennis and Connie Joslin, 
Tom and Denise Raisch, Jim and Darla Stroup, Daniel 
and Tammie Joslin, Darrell (deceased) and Sherry 
Joslin, DeWayne and Renee Joslin, and Danella Joslin. 
They have sixteen grandchildren and seventeen great-
grandchildren.

AnniversaryAnniversary
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
6,462 Likes 
6,606 Followers

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liabili-
ty concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 

We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge let-
ters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICEPOSTPOST Scripts Scripts

Pastor Inge Whittemore
EAST NELSON 

UNITED METHODIST

PRAY—A LOT!
This Coronavirus (Covid19) is affecting many people in 

many ways. I’ve been praying for my family, church com-
munity, those who have the virus, the caregivers and essen-
tial people working hard to help us all. Will you join me in 
prayer each and every day until this virus is gone?

In the book of Daniel we find a faithful, praying man. 
Daniel didn’t just occasionally lift his eyes to the heav-
ens and mutter a word or two. No, Daniel prayed a lot! 
He prayed in his room. He prayed when he was in the li-
on’s den. He prayed for wisdom and guidance. He prayed 
for the people of Israel and, towards the end of his life, 
we find he’s been praying for 21 consecutive days because 
he’s troubled. He prayed for 21 straight days! Then Dan-
iel heard these words, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since 
the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding 
and to humble yourself before your God, your words were 
heard, and I have come in response to them” (Daniel 10:12 
NIV). Have you ever prayed consistently for something, 
for like 21 days?

In Luke 18:1-7 (The Message) Jesus told them a story 
showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently 
and never quit. He said, “There was once a judge in some 
city who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for 
people. A widow in that city kept after him: ‘My rights are 
being violated. Protect me!’ He never gave her the time 
of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, ‘I 
care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. 
But because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d bet-
ter do something and see that she gets justice—otherwise 
I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her pound-
ing.’ Then the Master said, ‘Do you hear what that judge, 
corrupt as he is, is saying? So what makes you think God 
won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who 
continue to cry out for help.’”

I know that it’s easy to despair right now. But please 
know that our anxiety can be allayed by relying on and 
trusting in God’s word and promises found in the scrip-
tures. Keep on keeping on! Keep on praying through this 
time of crisis.

Look at what God says to Daniel: “Your words were 
heard.”  God hears our prayers! It’s when we “set our minds 
to gain understanding and to humble ourselves before our 
God.” We need to continue seeking God and humbly sit at 
His feet. Nowhere in the Bible does it say that those who 
seek Him will ever be turned away.

Please do not let the fear of this deadly virus deceive you. 
God will never, never fail those who seek Him. God will 
always be at our side. Stay focused on walking in His way, 
no matter how this virus obstacle presents itself. No mat-
ter how discouraged you may be sometimes, continue your 
journey with Him.

May the Lord of peace Himself give you peace in this 
time and in all times.  The Lord be with you.

TAX TIPSTAX TIPS$$ $$
Keep Economic Impact Payment 
notice with other tax records

People who receive 
an Economic Impact Pay-
ment this year should keep 
Notice 1444, Your Econom-
ic Impact Payment, with 
their tax records. This no-
tice provides information 
about the amount of their 
payment, how the payment 
was made and how to report 
any payment that wasn’t re-
ceived.

For security reasons, the 
IRS mails this notice to 
each recipient’s last known 

address within 15 days af-
ter the payment goes out. 
It’s especially important for 
people to keep this notice 
if they think their payment 
amount is wrong. When 
they file their 2020 tax re-
turn, they can refer to No-
tice 1444 and claim addi-
tional credits, if they are 
eligible for them.

Taxpayers should keep 
this notice filed with all 
their other important tax re-
cords. These include, W-2s 

from employers,1099s from 
banks and other payers, oth-
er income documents and 
virtual currency transaction 
records.

All taxpayers should keep 
a copy of their past tax re-
turns and supporting doc-
uments for at least three 
years. Key information 
from their prior year return 
may be required to file next 
year. Life changes like em-
ployment or marital status 
and financial gains or losses 

can affect a tax refund or 
the amount of taxes a per-
son may owe.

The tax filing dead-
line has been postponed to 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020. 
The IRS is processing tax 
returns, issuing refunds 
and accepting payments. 
Taxpayers who mailed a 
tax return will experience 
a longer wait. There is no 
need to mail a second tax 
return or call the IRS.



has not been detected in 
Michigan.

First found in the United 
States in 2014 in southeast-
ern Pennsylvania, spotted 
lanternfly has been spread-
ing rapidly across the na-
tion. Infestations have been 
confirmed in Delaware, Vir-
ginia, New Jersey, Mary-
land and West Virginia.

Spotted lanternfly causes 
direct damage by sucking 
sap from host plants and 

secreting large amounts 
of a sugar-rich, sticky liq-
uid called honeydew. This 
honeydew and the resulting 
black, sooty mold can kill 
plants and foul surfaces. 
The honeydew often at-
tracts other pests, partic-
ularly hornets, wasps and 
ants, affecting outdoor rec-
reation and complicating 
crop harvests.

“Spotted lanternfly could 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Chosen wild 
edibles
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Spotted lanternfly could be the next invasive species 
to threaten Michigan’s agriculture, natural resources

Eastern Tiger Swallowtails are among the largest butterflies. Photo by Mike Moran.

Adult butterflies are gen-
eral nectar feeders but their 
kids require carefully cho-
sen wild edibles. One Mich-
igan butterfly is a predator 
with its larva feeding on 
aphids but the rest are veg-
etarians. At Ody Brook the 
adult Harvester perches on 
sunlit leaves at the edge of 
a forest opening we call the 
Woodcock Circle. When we 
claimed responsibility for 
biodiversity enhancement, 
this small clearing was used 
by American Woodcocks 
for their mating display. A 
five-acre neighboring field 
was annually planted with 
field corn. Soon that acre-
age was allowed to return 
to wildflowers, shrubs, and 
trees to increase wildlife 
survival and woodcocks 
moved there. 

Caterpillars require a 
specialized diet with some 
needing a specific plant 
Species, Genus, or plant 
Family. Most will die if not 
able to utilize a unique diet. 
Referring to host plants 
means larval food plants. 
Without the correct larval 
foods, we cannot expect 
to experience the variety 

and beauty of scale winged 
adults known as Lepidop-
tera flitting about yards. 
The adults visit a broad va-
riety of flowers with sweet 
nectar. 

One of the first butterflies 
in spring to eclose from an 
overwintering pupa is the 
sky-blue Spring Azure that 
is the size of a quarter. It 
utilizes dogwood shrubs 
for egg laying and cater-
pillars feed on the shrub’s 
flowers. Other early fliers 
are the Eastern Comma 
and Mourning Cloak that 
are much larger and hiber-
nate as adults. They can be 
found on the wing during 
sunny warm March days 
in the 50’s F. The orange 
and black colored commas 
have a silver crescent on the 
underside of the hindwing. 
Expect them in habitats 
with nearby nettles or elms 
as hosts. Mourning Cloaks 
seek willows and aspens. 
The hibernators lay eggs 
on carefully chosen hosts. 
After they grow through the 
larval stages and transform 
to adult flutterbys, they float 
on air through our yards. 

To encourage the well-

known Monarch, milkweed 
is needed because that is 
the only host acceptable for 
their young. By allowing 
milkweed plants to thrive, 
expect the large orange but-
terflies to grace the neigh-
borhood. Another orange 
butterfly that looks similar 
to the Monarch but is slight-
ly smaller is the Viceroy. Its 
young depend on willows 
and aspens. 

During early June, the 
first Viceroy adult with 
black lined veins on or-
ange wings takes flight in 
the vicinity of willows. 
The miniscule caterpillar 
that hatched from an egg in 
autumn anchored a willow 
leaf to the stem with silk 
so it would not fall. The 
leaf became a shelter for 
the 1/8-inch caterpillar for 
the winter. With new spring 
leaf growth, the larva pro-
gressed through life stages 
to flash its orange beauty. 

The large Red-spotted 
Purples raise young on 
aspens and wild cherries. 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtails 
are among the largest but-
terflies with brilliant yellow 
wings edged with yellow 

dots on black margins.  It 
has wide black stripes that 
get narrower from the head 
end toward the tail. Their 
larva host plant is a cherry 
tree. 

Many of the 150 species 
of Michigan butterflies 
prefer open sunlit hab-
itats where wildflowers 
abound. Many plants die to 
the ground in fall but have 
roots that survive the cold 
months. Others produce 
seeds that become the next 
generation attracting butter-
flies to brighten our neigh-
borhood landscape. 

All species of fritillaries 
require violet leaves as their 
host and feed under the 
cover of darkness. We see 
the adults in summer day-

light but the caterpillars are 
almost never seen because 
they wait until after sunset 
to crawl from the ground to 
feed on leaves. 

We might think, “what’s 
for me?” when we hear wild 
edibles. There are many ed-
ibles for us but the focus 
here has been on host plants 
chosen for caterpillars. You 
are encouraged to help 
wildlife survive by allow-
ing a portion of your yard 
to support native plants 
needed by butterfly larva. 
Welcome butterflies by 
avoiding use of pesticides 
and herbicides. Enjoy and 
learn butterflies firsthand by 
joining one or all of the four 
West Michigan Butterfly 
Association counts to help 

you recognize butterflies 
and their caterpillar nature 
niche host plants. Google 
the West Michigan Butter-
fly Association or contact 
Ranger Steve for butterfly 
outing details. Come enjoy 
Spicebush Swallowtails on 
sassafras or Pearl Crescents 
among asters as we carpool 
to several habitats.

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.

Adult spotted lanternflies are identifiable by their bright body 
and wing colors. Photo courtesy of Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture, Bugwood.org.

Spotted lanternflies go through several phases, first resembling spotted beetles before morphing into their adult form. Photo 
courtesy of Penn State University College of Agricultural Sciences.

LANSING, Mich.—The 
Michigan Department of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (MDARD) is 
asking the public to be on 
the lookout for spotted 
lanternfly, an invasive in-
sect with the potential to 

seriously affect Michigan’s 
agriculture and natural re-
sources. This insect could 
damage or kill more than 70 
varieties of crops and plants 
including grapes, apples, 
hops and hardwood trees. 
To date, spotted lanternfly 

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store



(BPT) - Because every-
one is spending more time 
in their own backyards now, 
parents are wondering how 
to create healthier lawns for 
their families.

You might be surprised 
to learn that exposure to 
pesticides, herbicides and 
chemical fertilizers can be 
harmful, particularly for 
growing children. This is 
why flags are posted after 
a yard is treated—they are 
warnings to keep children 
and pets away from danger-
ous chemical exposure.

Chemicals found in pesti-
cides and other lawn prod-
ucts have been linked to 
asthma, organ damage and 
cancer, as well as neurolog-
ical diseases and behavior-
al problems, according to 
the National Institutes of 
Health. The safest approach 
for everyone, and the envi-
ronment, is to go organic.

Stonyfield Organic yogurt 
has cared about where cows 
graze for the past 36 years. 
In 2018, Stonyfield Organic 
yogurt extended its mission 
beyond cows grazing fields 
to outdoor spaces where 
kids play, starting with the 
#PlayFree campaign to re-
move toxic pesticides from 
parks and playing fields. 
Now Stonyfield is helping 
families do the same for 
their own backyards.

Organically maintained 
lawns made easy

Having a chemical-free, 
healthy lawn is not diffi-
cult if you follow practical, 
proven organic lawn man-
agement techniques.

Follow these steps from 
Stonyfield Organic to 
transform your yard into a 
healthier environment for 
everybody.

1. Stop using pesticides
Because of the harm that 

can be caused by pesticides, 
it’s best to simply stop us-
ing them. If you have nui-
sance insects in your yard, 
there are natural approaches 
to curbing them.

Pesticides kill both harm-
ful and beneficial bugs, so 
you miss out on the ben-
efits many “good” insects 
provide. Good bugs include 
dragonflies, honeybees, 
ladybugs and butterflies. 
“Bad” bugs like grass-
hoppers, aphids, fire ants, 
grubs, snails, chiggers, cen-
tipedes and mosquitoes can 
harm your plants and annoy 
humans.

How can you reduce bad 
bugs without pesticides, 
while helping the “good 
bugs”?

* Plant flowers to support 
pollinators

* Provide fresh water for 
good bugs and bug-killing 
birds

* Add mulch to offer 
shade for plant-friendly in-
sects

* Use apple cider vinegar 
or cedar oil as bug repellent

* Spray neem oil on in-
festations

* Repel mosquitoes with 
crushed parsley, rosemary 
oil or citronella candles

* Grow insect-repellent 
plants like marigolds, lem-
ongrass, fennel, basil or 
thyme

* Hang a bird feeder for 
bug-eating birds

* Hose visible bugs like 
aphids and caterpillars off 
plants

2. Test your soil
Most people apply lawn 

products without first deter-
mining what the soil actual-
ly needs. Testing helps you 
discover the right balance, 
so your soil won’t be too 
acidic or too alkaline.

Many universities pro-
vide soil testing services at 
reasonable prices. Check 
your nearest university’s 
website for details.

Or turn soil testing into 
a fun family project. All 
you need is red cabbage, 
distilled water and the di-
rections at Stonyfield.com/

playfree/change-your-own-
backyard.

3. Switch to organic fer-
tilizers

Synthetic fertilizers are 
manufactured with fossil 
fuels and are salt-based. 
They directly feed plants, 
and can harm your soil. Or-
ganic fertilizers feed the life 
in your soil, and the soil in 
turn will feed your grass or 
plants.

4. Use effective organic 
lawn care tactics 

To achieve a lush lawn 
without chemicals, it helps 
to understand what grass 
needs to grow its best.

* Feed soil - Nitrogen, 
phosphorus, potassium and 
micronutrients help your 
grass grow. But don’t feed 

without testing - the soil test 
will determine if your grass 
is getting what it needs 
from the soil.

* Mow high - Short grass 
is stressed grass. Most 
grass grows best at around 
3 inches. This allows your 
grass to efficiently produce 
its own food, develop deep 
roots and withstand drought 
conditions.

* Mulch with grass clip-
pings - Healthy soil will 
turn the grass clippings into 
the nutrients it needs.

* Water deep - Lawns 
love about an inch of water 
each week. In many areas, 
rainfall is plenty. Less fre-
quent but deeper watering 
builds heartier, healthier 
roots. Water as needed but 

aim for no more than 3 
times per week, and water 
in the early morning.

* Overseed - Spread a 
layer of grass seeds across 
your existing yard to help 
grow a green and lush lawn.

* Weeding - The best 
weed prevention is a 
healthy, thriving lawn. 
Thick grass blocks out sun-
light that weeds need to 
grow.

Following these ap-
proaches can make your 
lawn beautiful as well as 
safer for your entire family.

For more helpful organic 
backyard gardening tips, 
visit Stonyfield.com/Play-
Free.
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SUMMERSUMMERBloomin’Bloomin’
Safely manage insect pests in your gardens

Lightweight horticulture oil can be applied to garden plants during the growing season to 
manage insects like these leafhoppers. Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com

by Melinda Myers
 
You plant and tend your garden hoping 

to enjoy a bountiful harvest and beautiful 
blooms. Despite proper planning and plant-
ing, insects can move in and wreak havoc on 
your garden. The good news is you can man-
age problem pests without harming the pol-
linators that are so important to your garden.

Start by reviewing the care your plants 
need to thrive. Make sure you are watering 
thoroughly and only when needed. Consider 
mulching the soil with shredded leaves, ev-
ergreen needles or other organic material to 
conserve moisture, moderate soil tempera-
ture, suppress weeds and improve the soil as 
they decompose.

Only fertilize if needed. Over fertiliza-
tion, especially with high nitrogen and fast 
release products, can stimulate lush, succu-
lent growth that is more susceptible to insect 
damage. Let your plants, not the fertilizer la-
bel, be your guide. Pale plants and those not 
performing as expected may need a nutrient 
boost. Consider a low nitrogen, slow release 
fertilizer that won’t stimulate lush, succulent growth or 
damage the plants when the weather is hot and dry.

Tolerate a bit of damage and wait for the songbirds and 
beneficial insects, like lady beetles and green lacewings, 
manage these pests for you. If the damage is more than you 
can tolerate, consider using an eco-friendly control product.

One you may not be familiar with is lightweight horticul-
ture oil, like the OMRI-certified Summit Year-Round® Spray 
Oil (YRSO). This can be applied to garden plants during the 
growing season to manage insects such as aphids, mites, 

adelgids, scale, leafhoppers and whiteflies. Horticultural 
oils have been used for many years because they are low 
risk and effective against a variety of pests.

Horticulture oils kill insects by blocking the air holes 
through which they breathe. This makes them effective 
against all stages of the insect’s development from egg 
through adult.

The oil must contact the insect to be effective. If a bene-
ficial insect lands on a treated plant, it will not be injured. 
Avoid treating plants when bees and other beneficial in-
sects are present, so you do not accidently spray them with 

the oil.
YRSO horticulture oil (SummitRespon-

sibleSolutions.com) can also help reduce 
the incidence and spread of aphid-transmit-
ted viruses. It interferes with insect feeding 
which helps reduce the transmission of the 
virus by the insect.

Lightweight horticulture oils have a min-
imal waiting period between the last appli-
cation and harvest. Always check the label 
before using any product whether organic, 
natural or synthetic. You will find valuable 
information on the label, including applica-
tion rates and directions to help you attain 
the best results.

You may also find some added benefits 
when reviewing the label. Horticulture oils 
can help in managing powdery mildew on 
plants like beebalm, phlox, peonies and cu-
cumbers. Some can be applied when plants 
are dormant to smother and kill overwinter-
ing mites and aphids as well as egg masses 
of pests like the gypsy moth.

Monitor your garden throughout the sum-
mer. You will enjoy watching your plants 

grow, make timely harvests and discover insect pests when 
the populations are small and much easier to manage.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening 
books, including Small Space Gardening. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow Anything” DVD series and 
the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & 
radio program. Myers is a columnist and contributing ed-
itor for Birds & Blooms magazine and was commissioned 
by Summit for her expertise to write this article. Myers’s 
web site is www.melindamyers.com.

Four easy steps to an organic backyard
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Ross – 10-month-old male – Large Mixed Breed

Meet Ross! This sweet 
boy has previously lived 
with other dogs and 
may do best in a home 
where he has another 
canine friend. Ross is 
looking for an active 
household where he 
can receive plenty of 
attention and lots of 

exercise! Ross’s personality will make him a great addition 
to many homes!
Ross is available for adoption at Humane Society of West 
Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please visit: www.
hswestmi.org

Jacken – 4-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair

Meet Jacken! Jacken is big, 
friendly, and playful. He 
loves laser pointers and 
chasing wand toys, which 
help him get the exercise 
he needs. Jacken loves to 
be pet, especially behind 
his ears. This beautiful 
boy will keep you smiling 
for years to come!
Jacken is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org
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www.cedarfieldcommunity.com
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CEDARFIELD 55+
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next to Meijer

NEW HOMESITES 
under construction

 
Order a home 

NOW

GARAGE - RUMMAGE SALES
Man’s Garage Sale: Car ramp, 
metal brake, welder, tools, 
vintage bikes. Saturday, June 
27 from 10 am to 3 pm. 4850 – 
14 Mile Ct., Rockford. No prior 
sales. #26p

Mega Huge ReSale and Yard 
Sale at 133 W. Lake St., Sand 
Lake. July 1,2,3,4 from 9 am to 
? #26,27p

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

Estate Sale: Thursday, June 
25 to Sunday, June 28 at 
4171 Indian Lakes Rd., Cedar 
Springs. Thursday – Saturday, 
9 am - 4 pm, Sunday, 9 am – 1 
pm. #26p

ESTATE SALE: Thursday 
– Saturday, June 25 – 27 
from 9 am – 5 pm. 15178 
Simmons Ave. Corner of 
Simmons and Wiersma. 
Jazzy Elite electric wheel-
chair, manual wheelchair, 
hospital bed, household 
goods, furniture, antique 
glassware, set of windows 
and door for 3 season 
porch, metal detector, air 
compressor. Total house-
hold. #26p

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

Help Wanted in very large 
garden for the summer. 
3-4 hours for 2 plus days a 
week, depending on weather. 
Weeding, mulching, mowing. 
Social distancing easily met. 
616-581-4034. #26p

616-696-8862

11761 Northland Dr., Rockford, MI

NOW HIRING: 
SALES ASSOCIATES 
& MEAT CUTTERS 

FOR IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Apply at: StorysMarket.com 

or pick up application at 
Story's Fresh Meats and Deli.

Located at the NW corner of 
Northland Dr. and 14 Mile Rd. 

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

Found: Full face motorcycle 
helmet found on Park St. near 
Maple St. in Cedar Springs on 
Sunday June 21st. Call 616-696-
0591 to identify. #26

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

Lost: Mixed breed dog, color 
is white and dark. Ringo is 9 
years old and was last seen 
on Saturday, June 13th at 
approximately 9:30 pm at his 
home on Ash St., between 
Park St. and Grant St., Cedar 
Springs. If you have seen or 
know where he is call or text 
616-213-4818. #26

Lost: Missing - 3 year old Lynx 
point Siamese male. Roary 
went missing on May 29th and 
was last seen wearing a red 
breakaway collar with a bell. 
There is a $100 reward for his 
safe return. Please contact 
Jasmine at 616-302-3055 with 
any info. #24

Found: Young, friendly, 
energetic, male cat. Found 
around the middle of May in 
the area of George K Drive and 
Daggett, Sand Lake. Call 616-
636-8588. #25

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Advertise in 
Support YOUR LOCAL Newspaper

Call a Sales Rep 
TODAY!

 616.696.3655PP      STSTTheThe

Connect with Connect with communitycommunity
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BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE AND 
MAINTENANCE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Serving the 
Rockford, Sparta, and 
Cedar Springs areas

FREE ESTIMATES 
call 616-214-6617 

Or email 
freedompineslawncare@gmail.com

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Summer Taxes Due

September 14, 2020           
by 5:30pm

Summer Taxes will be mailed out on July 1, 
2020.  All real and personal property taxes are 

due September 14, 2020 by 5:30pm.  Postmarks 
not accepted.  Payments received after the due 

date will have a 3% penalty immediately as-
sessed.  A 1% penalty will be assessed on the 
first of every month following September 15th.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City is 
encouraging residents to pay their Summer
taxes via contactless method. Options are:
1)  mailed to City Hall PO Box 310, 
 Cedar Springs, MI  49319
2)  dropped off in the drop box (front of 

building or rear parking lot)
3) paid online at www.cityofcedarsprings.

org (+3% convenience fee)
4) If necessary-In person at City Hall

If you would like a receipt mailed to you please 
enclose a self-addressed envelope with 

required postage when mailing or dropping off 
your payment.

Residents who qualify for tax deferment must 
file their form with the City no later than 

September 14th each year.  Form is available at 
http://cityofcedarsprings.org/departments/ 

finance-director-treasurer/ 

Questions regarding your tax bill can be an-
swered by contacting the City Finance Director/

Treasurer at (616) 696-1330 Ext. 103 or by 
email at financedirector@cityofcedarsprings.org 

City of Cedar Springs
66 S. Main Street

PO BOX 310
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated:  June 25, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

KENT COUNTY, MI
Village of Sand Lake Municipal Building

2 E Maple Street, Sand Lake, MI 
Phone:  616.636.8854

The 2019 water quality report describing the source 
and quality of the Village of Sand Lake’s drinking 
water is available at www.villageofsandlake.org  be-
ginning June 30, 2020.  To receive a paper copy in 
the mail, contact the Village of Sand Lake at clerk@
villageofsandlake.org or 616.636.8854, Monday, 
Thursday or Friday between the hours of 9a to 3p.

Dated:  June 25, 2020

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

June 16, 2020.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Dorothy 
Willoughby
Board Members Absent: None
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Fireworks 
proposal; Pay during COVID-19; Fire Depart-
ment Annual Exams, Hose Testing, Resignation 
and Training Software Renewal; Vacant Lot Of-
fer; Cleaning Quote: MTPP Position Vote; Date 
for Opening of Office and Community Room; 
Park Committee Appointment.  
Failed: none.
No action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment:  9:20 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  June 25, 2020 Dorothy Willoughby, 
Clerk

DrownedDrowned
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 
gridding off the area with floats. They used a long stick-like 
device they pushed down into the water and used a pontoon 
boat that was in the area to use various devices to try and 
locate the girl. Other people on a variety of boats circled at 
a respectful distance watching the rescuers.

A large crowd of mostly teenagers gathered on the berm 
during the hour-long search before authorities dispersed the 
crowd to either end of the long berm. After more than an 
hour and while dusk was settling on the lake, the hover-
craft left and most boats left. Later the Kent County Sheriff 
Department Dive Time found the girl, but were unable to 
revive her and she was pronounced dead at the scene.

Molly is the daughter of Cindi and Mark Rasmussen and 
was a celebrated athlete at her school. She reportedly suf-
fered from epilepsy.

About 2,000 people showed up Thursday, June 4, for a 
candlelit vigil at the Forest Hills Eastern high school foot-
ball stadium. 

LanternflyLanternfly
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6
negatively impact our grape industry,” said Robert Mill-
er, invasive species prevention and response specialist for 
MDARD. “But it also has the potential to damage stone 
fruits, apples and other crops in Michigan’s fruit belt as 
well as important timber species statewide.”

Spotted lanternfly egg masses resemble old chewing gum, 
with a gray, waxy, putty-like coating. Hatched eggs appear 
as brownish, seed-like deposits. Spotted lanternfly nymphs 
are wingless, beetle-like and black with white spots, devel-
oping red patches as they mature. Adults are roughly 1 inch 
long. Their folded wings are gray to brown with black spots. 
Open wings reveal a yellow and black abdomen and bright 
red hind wings with black spots transitioning to black and 
white bands at the edge.

“Prevention and early detection are vital to limiting the 
spread of spotted lanternfly,” said Miller. “Spotted lantern-
fly cannot fly long distances, but they lay eggs on nearly 
any surface, including cars, trailers, firewood and outdoor 
furniture. Before leaving an area where a quarantine is pres-
ent, check vehicles, firewood and outdoor equipment for 
unwanted hitchhikers.”

If you find a spotted lanternfly egg mass, nymph or adult, 
take one or more photos, make note of the date, time and 
location of the sighting, and report to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development, MDA-Info@
Michigan.gov or phone the MDARD Customer Service 
Center, 800-292-3939. If possible, collect a specimen in a 
container for verification.

For additional information on identifying or reporting 
spotted lanternfly, visit Michigan.gov/SpottedLanternfly.

Michigan’s Invasive Species Program is cooperative-
ly implemented by the Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy, the Department of Natural Resources, 
and the Department of Agriculture & Rural Development.

Check our our e-Edition 
@ http://cedarspringspost.com/e-newspaper-2/
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Social Security benefits for children with 
disabilities
By Vonda Van Til, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist 

SSA’s Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI) pro-
gram helps children with 
qualifying disabilities and 
their families.  For this pro-
gram, a child must meet all 
of the following require-
ments to be considered 
disabled and medically eli-
gible: 

The child must have a 
medical condition, or a 
combination of conditions, 
that result in “marked and 
severe functional limita-
tions.”  

This means that the condi-
tion(s) must very seriously 
limit the child’s activities. 

The child’s condition(s) 
must have been disabling, 
or be expected to be dis-
abling, for at least 12 
months; or the condition(s) 
must be expected to result 
in death.  

Compassionate Allow-
ances are a way we quickly 
identify diseases and other 

medical conditions that, by 
definition, meet Social Se-
curity’s standards for dis-
ability benefits. Thousands 
of children receive benefits 
because they have one of 
the conditions on the list at 
www.ssa.gov/compassion-
ateallowances/conditions.
htm.

A child must also meet 
other eligibility require-
ments. Since we only pay 
SSI to disabled people with 
low income and limited re-
sources, a child, who is not 
blind, must not be work-
ing or earning more than 
$1,260 a month in 2020. A 
child who is blind must not 
be working or earning more 
than $2,110. The earnings 
amount usually changes ev-
ery year. In addition, if the 
parents of the child or chil-
dren have more resources 
than are allowed, then the 
child or children will not 
qualify for SSI. You can 

read more about children’s 
benefits at www.ssa.gov/
pubs/EN-05-10026.pdf.

Visit www.ssa.gov/
people/parents/ to learn 

more about all we do to 
care for children.  Please 
share these resources if 
you know a family or 
friend who needs our help.  

Vonda VanTil is the Public 
Affairs Specialist for West 
Michigan.  You can write 
her c/o Social Security Ad-
ministration, 3045 Knapp 

NE, Grand Rapids MI 
49525 or via email at von-
da.vantil@ssa.gov.  

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

Limit on saturated fats unnecessary, 
says “State-of-the-Art Review” 
Article published in Journal of American College of Cardiology  

Leading scientists, including former 
members of USDA Dietary Guidelines 

Advisory Committees, publish 
State-of-the-Art Review finding 

current government caps on 
saturated fats are no longer justified. 
Yet 2020 Dietary Guidelines Committee 

insists cap should stay firmly in place.

Washington D.C.— A 
group of leading nutrition 
scientists, including a for-
mer member of the 2015 
Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee (DGAC) and the 
Chair of the 2005 DGAC, 
were among the prominent 
authors of a “State-of-the-Art 
Review” in the prestigious 
Journal of the American Col-
lege of Cardiology (JACC): 
“Saturated Fats and Health: 
A Reassessment and Proposal 
for Food-based Recommen-
dations.” This review found 
that government limits on sat-
urated fats are not justified by 
the science.   

Advice to limit saturated 
fats has been a basic pillar 
of the Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans (DGA) for 
40 years. Yet this advice has 
never had any substantial sci-
entific backing, according to 
a large and fast-growing body 
of scientific literature, which 
now includes the JACC paper.

The JACC abstract reads:
“The recommendation to 

limit dietary saturated fatty 
acid (SFA) intake has persist-
ed despite mounting evidence 
to the contrary. Most recent 
meta-analyses of randomized 
trials and observational stud-
ies found no beneficial effects 
of reducing SFA intake on 
cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
and total mortality, and in-
stead found protective effects 
against stroke. Although 
SFAs increase low-density 
lipoprotein (LDL)-cholester-
ol, in most individuals, this is 
not due to increasing levels of 

small, dense LDL particles, 
but rather larger LDL which 
are much less strongly related 
to CVD risk. It is also appar-
ent that the health effects of 
foods cannot be predicted by 
their content in any nutrient 
group, without considering 
the overall macronutrient 
distribution. Whole-fat dairy, 
unprocessed meat, eggs and 
dark chocolate are SFA-rich 
foods with a complex matrix 
that are not associated with 
increased risk of CVD. The 
totality of available evidence 
does not support further lim-
iting the intake of such foods.

The paper also notes, 
“These historical facts 
demonstrate that saturated fats 
were an abundant, key part of 
the ancient human diet.”

By contrast, the 2020 
DGAC released a draft report 

last week asserting that the 
evidence was “strong” that 
saturated fats cause heart dis-
ease in both adults and chil-
dren and that these fats should 
continue to be capped at 10 
percent of calories. The Com-
mittee’s final report is due out 
in mid-July. This means that 
low-fat dairy and lean meat 
would continue to be advised 
over the regular versions of 
these foods and that a daily 
consumption of 27 grams of 
industrially produced soy-
bean oil would continue to be 
recommended over butter, a 
natural food.  

Early iterations of the 
Guidelines simply advised 
people to “reduce” or “lim-
it” saturated fats. Specific 
numeric caps such as 10 per-
cent were adopted, without 
explanation, in 2015. In fact, 

in an email obtained through 
the Freedom of Information 
Act, the chair of the 2015 
DGAC acknowledged that 
the 10 percent limit was based 
on “no data….There is no 
magic/data for the 10 percent 
number or 7 percent number 
that has been used previous-
ly.”  

Regarding the JACC 
study, Nina Teicholz, Execu-
tive Director of the Nutrition 
Coalition, said, “After review-
ing the evidence, an expert 
group of scientists agreed that 
the most rigorous and current 
science fails to support a con-
tinuation of the government’s 
policy limiting consumption 
of saturated fats. A re-evalu-
ation of the science on satu-
rated fats has been happening 
since 2010, with  now near-
ly 20 review papers coming 

to virtually the same con-
clusion, namely that satu-
rated fats have no effect 
on cardiovascular or total 
mortality.”

 “Worse, there are real 
harms that come from 
limiting consumption 
of saturated fats, name-
ly that people cannot 
consume enough of the 
foods that provide the 
essential nutrients needed 
for growth and a healthy 
life. At the DGAC meet-
ing last week, members 
stated that the Guide-

lines fail to meet nutrient tar-
gets for, among other things, 
iron and choline, nutrients  
which  are most easily ob-
tained and are most bio-avail-
able in animal foods. Howev-
er, these foods  are currently 
limited because they also 
contain  saturated fats. 
Thus, limiting saturated fats 
is clearly preventing people 
from obtaining the nutrients 
needed for proper growth and 
health,” Teicholz added.  

The JACC paper comes 
after the group of scientists 
attended a workshop, “Satu-
rated Fats: A Food or Nutri-
ent Approach?” in February. 
Members of that workshop 
wrote a consensus statement, 
submitted  two formal public  
comments  to USDA, and 
sent a  letter  to the Secretaries 
of U.S. Departments of Ag-

riculture and Health and Hu-
man Services (USDA-HHS) 
on their findings, which con-
cluded that limits on saturat-
ed fats are not justified and 
should be re-examined. The 
USDA-HHS have not yet re-
plied to their letter.  

The Dietary Guidelines 
Advisory Committees’ draft 
conclusions are not surpris-
ing, given that the five-person 
Subcommittee, according to 
an analysis by The Nutrition 
Coalition, is  one-sided and 
unbalanced. This Subcom-
mittee includes one of the 
field’s staunchest foes of sat-
urated fats and not a single 
person to oppose her. The 
Subcommittee’s conclusions 
are also unsurprising given 
that advice to limit saturat-
ed fat has been in place for 
40 years. These views are 
deeply rooted in government 
agencies and university nu-
trition departments as well as 
supported by many food and 
pharmaceutical interests.  The 
Nutrition Coalition’s analysis 
of the Subcommittee’s work 
can be found at https://www.
nutritioncoalition.us/news/
experts-again-condemn-satu-
rated-fats.

The JACC paper from the 
group of leading nutrition 
scientists can be found at: 
https://www.onlinejacc.org/
content/early/2020/06/16/j.
jacc.2020.05.077
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE oof thef theWeekWeek

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, 
we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space 
allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. 
You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for 
any questions we may have.

follow us on 
facebook

The Cedar 
Springs Post
Newspaper
6,456 Likes 
6,598 Followers

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

SUNDAY - Kids Eat Free
With the purchase of an adult meal of $12 or more. 

One free kid’s meal per adult meal purchased

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Mon-Th 11am-9pm 
Fri 11am -10pm
Sat 10am-10pm 
Sun 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Weekly Dine-in/Carry out SpeCialS

Join us for Eat-In Dining 
at 50% capacity

Monday
Meatloaf Mondays
House-made Meatloaf, baked 
Mac n’ Cheese, Chef’s vegetable

Tuesday
2for$25 Steaks

2 8oz NY Strip Steaks, mashed potatoes 
& house salads (no substitutions)
Wednesday

Cheeseburger & 
Fries $8

Our signature house cheeseburger 
served deluxe, fries. Can add a domestic 

Draft for $2 or a Craft Draft for $4
Thursday

2for$25 Chicken 
Dinners

Our signature house bread chicken thighs, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, Chef’s vegetables

$12

Check out our 
weekly cheesecake 

option

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

F r e e  o n l i n e  c h r o n i c
p a i n  e d u c a t i o n  
s e r i e s

Registration is now open for a Free Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension online Chronic Pain Education Series to 
help relieve chronic pain.

Developed by Stanford University, Chronic Pain PATH 
(Personal Action Towards Health) provides information 
and techniques to cope with the challenges associated with 
chronic pain management.  A variety of self-management 
tools, such as communicating with healthcare professionals, 
managing medications, and stress reduction are explored. 

This free, 6-session workshop is for adults living with 
chronic pain and their family caregivers. The program is 
taught by two trained and certified leaders who understand 
chronic illness and have a personal connection to chronic 
pain. To achieve the full benefit of the workshop, please 
plan to attend all six sessions.

Location: Zoom Meeting
Dates: Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m., July 8, 15, 22, 

29 and August 5, 12
To Register: https://events.anr.msu.edu/CPPATHJuly-

Aug2020/
Space is limited and pre-registration is required. For more 

information, please contact Shannon Lindquist at lind-
qui8@msu.edu.

Funny one-liners
A ham sandwich walks into a bar and orders a beer. Bar-

tender says, “Sorry, we don’t serve food here.”
Why did the Clydesdale give the pony a glass of water? 

Because he was a little horse.
What do you call an alligator detective? An investi-ga-

tor.
Why shouldn’t you write with a broken pencil? Because 

it’s pointless.
What’s the difference between the bird flu and the swine 

flu? One requires tweetment and the other an oinkment.
If athletes get athlete’s foot, what do elves get? Mis-

tle-toes.

What do you call a pig that does karate? A pork chop.
What kind of ghost has the best hearing? The eeriest.
Why are there gates around cemeteries? Because peo-

ple are dying to get in.
Why do seagulls fly over the sea? Because if they flew 

over a bay, they would be bagels.

Jacquelyn Molloseau, Catholic Central High School
Melanie Orozco-Zavala, Union High School
Megan Paasche, Northview High School
Karlie Platz, West Michigan Aviation Academy
Joshua Roelofs, Plymouth Christian High School
William Roosien III, Hastings High School
Ayshia Rubley, Marshall Academy
Benjamin Sorota, East Grand Rapids High School
Kelsi Steele, Homer Community Schools
Benjamin Toaz, Ionia High School
Quyen Thu Tran, East Kentwood High School
Grace Verdun, West Catholic High School
Xeny Lucas Vicente, Innovation Central High School
Faith Watson, Creative Technologies Academy
Samuel Wolowski, NorthPointe Christian High School
Sonnet Yancey, Kenowa Hills High School

RecipientsRecipients
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

Don’t want to leave the 
house to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering: 3 or 6 month 
subscriptions

C h e c k  o n e , fi ll o u t  fo rm  b e lo w , a n d  s e n d  to  P.O . B o x  3 7 0 , C e d a r  S p r in g s , M I 4 9 3 1 9 . O r  d ro p  o ff  in  o u r  d ro p b o x  o u t s id e  t h e  P O S T  a t  3 6  E . M a p le  S t . 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST

3  m o n th  
s u b s c r ip t io n $15 6  m o n th  

s u b s c r ip t io n $25 1  y e a r  
s u b s c r ip t io n $40

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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(Family Features) Your ve-
hicle is a vital piece of trans-
portation for getting you from 
point A to point B, making it 
important to keep it in good 
shape for when you’re ready 
to ride the roads. While the av-
erage American spends plenty 
of time behind the wheel, there 
can be periods of time where 
cars sit in the garage or on the 
driveway.

Not only can weather impact 
a vehicle’s performance, but 
so can its usage. A battery not 
in use will eventually lose its 
charge. If a car hasn’t gained 
a lot of mileage over a period 
of three weeks or longer, the 
likelihood of a dead battery 
increases by roughly 50%, ac-

cording to a study by Inter-
state Batteries, making it a 
leading cause of car trouble. 

In fact, nearly 1 in 4 car 
batteries will need to be 
replaced on the road this 
year, but more than half of 
consumers do not test their 
batteries every year or don’t 
know if their batteries have 
been tested, according to the 
study.

Maintain your battery and 
your vehicle overall with 
these tips for safer driving. 

At regular intervals, have 
your car battery tested at a 
professional service or repair 
shop. From phone chargers 
to built-in security systems, 
your car battery may power 

more than you think, and it can 
place a strain on your alterna-
tor. If the alternator can’t keep 
up, your vehicle relies on the 
battery to make up the differ-
ence, which can cause further 
strain. Having an external bat-

tery charger on-hand can help 
maintain your car’s power 
during its off time.

Regularly check fluid levels, 
including your coolant and oil, 
replace air filters and ensure 
your tires are properly inflated. 

Check to make sure you 
have your owner’s manual 
with you either in the glovebox 
or bookmarked on your smart-
phone’s browser.

Replace your jumper cables 

with a road trip kit containing 
more practical items, such as 
a jump box, LED flashlights, 
first aid kit and duct tape. 
Jumper cables require an-
other car to power your dead 
battery and the right position-
ing to make the cables reach, 
so a jump box containing 
a battery and permanently 
attached jumper cables can 
be an easier alternative for 
getting your car back up and 
running.

Especially when you use 
your vehicle irregularly, it’s 
important to practice proper 
and routine car maintenance so 
your vehicle is ready when you 
hit the road again. Find more 
advice for keeping your car in 
top condition at InterstateBat-
teries.com.

What to Do If Your Car 
Won’t Start

Turn everything off. From 
electronics and climate control 
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS
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A  m o m e n t  t h a t  m a t t e r s :  t a k e  t im e  f o r  t i r e s
(NewsUSA) - Working batteries in smoke 

alarms? Check. Fresh oil in your car? Check. 
New water filter for your fridge? Check. But 
how many people  think about regularly check-
ing their tires? As fall travel and winter weather 
loom on the horizon, taking a moment to check 
your car tires can make a difference in keeping 
you safe on the road.

This year, Cooper Tires is encouraging drivers 
to mark the first of every month as a tire check 
safety moment, to make a habit of checking 
tires, especially as seasons change.

“Just as we regularly take a moment to check 
our smoke detector batteries when we change 
our clocks in the fall and spring, we need to des-
ignate a moment to check tire safety as well,” 
says Jessica Egerton, Director of Brand Devel-
opment at Cooper Tire & Rubber Company.

Checking the overall condition of your tires is 
easy and important for your safety on the road. 
Your tires are the only parts of your vehicle to 

come into contact with, and keep you connected 
to, the road.

The recommended tread depth is more than 
2/32 of an inch deep. Do your tires meet this 
minimum, or are they too worn? Would you 
know if they are? An easy and quick way to tell 
is to stick a penny into the tread with Lincoln’s 
head facing down. If the tread covers the top of 
his head, you’re good to go. If not, time to re-
place the tire.

Ensuring your tires have the recommended 
tread depth can help in a variety of ways, includ-
ing maintaining traction on the road, keeping 
control of the car, and preventing hydroplaning 
or sliding.

Don’t be under-pressured, either.
Tires not inflated to the recommended level of 

pressure can lead to tire failure, uneven wear and 
cause your car to use more gas.

Try this 10-minute safety check from Cooper 
Tires:

• Check the tread. Use the U.S. penny/Lin-
coln’s head method. Insert the penny into 
the tire tread, with Lincoln’s head down 
and facing you. If the top of his head is vis-
ible at any point around the tire, there is too 
little tread, and it’s time to replace the tire.

• Check the pressure. Look on the vehicle 
doorjamb, glove compartment, fuel door 
or owner’s manual to find the recommend-
ed pressure for your tires. Press a tire gauge 
on the valve stem. Too low? Add air. Too 
high? Push down on the metal stem in 
the center of the valve to release some air. 
When you reach the recommended pres-
sure, replace that valve cap. Also, don’t 
check pressure right after driving. Wait at 
least three hours until the tires are cool.

• Check your look. Inspect your tires for 
cuts, bulges, cracks, splits or punctures. 
When in doubt, ask a tire professional for 
an inspection.

Visit coopertires.com for more information 
about tire safety and more details on how to take 
make your tire safety check moment a regular 
habit.

Maintenance tips for a more reliable ride
to any other accessories that 
can be powered down, make 
sure to turn all of them off. 
This can make it easier for an-
other car to start yours and can 
prevent potential damage from 
voltage surges when power is 
restored.

Call for help. Roadside as-
sistance is available through 
some auto insurance policies 
as well as numerous club 
memberships. Alternatively, 
try contacting friends and fam-
ily, or if you’re parked at an 
apartment building or in an of-
fice complex, its maintenance 
or security team may be able 
to help.

Raise the hood and leave it 
open. This is a universal sign 
for help that doesn’t use your 
battery. If you don’t already 
know, consult your owner’s 
manual to find where your 
battery is located. If you find 
corrosion around the negative 
terminal, carefully brush it off 
or knock it loose with a wrench 
or tire iron. Do not blow on it, 
as this can result in debris en-
tering your eyes. 

Jump-start your car. If 
possible, use a jump box, 
which is a compact, recharge-
able battery that can jump-start 
your car. They’re safer and 
easier than jumper cables and 
provide a gentler jump-start for 
your engine.


