
chameleon and a goldfish that 
died because they received 
inadequate care. Those were 
difficult lessons that were 
hardest on the animals. Prop-
er care for life was develop-
ing…A squirrel entered and 
left a tree cavity. I climbed 
the tree and felt babies in the 
hollow. I dropped naked blind 
squirrels to my friend Jimmy 
who caught them. I planned 
to raise them but mom said 
no and to put them back in the 
nest. We did and hopefully 
the mother reared them. I was 
learning how to live with na-

ture.”
He said that scientific in-

quiry began before age five. 
“I can recall the timeline 
because we moved to a new 
home after ours burned. I 
pushed a metal paper clip into 
an electric wall socket in our 
first house. I got a U-shaped 
burn on my thumb and it 
burned a paperclip shape into 
the wood floor. It was the first 
time I thought I died.”

Mueller grew up in Sagi-
naw, and graduated from Ar-
thur Hill High School. He was 
active in cub and boy scouts. 

Through Camp Rotary, he 
was exposed to nature and 
developed naturalist skills.  In 
1958, his family took a trip 
out west to national parks. It 
was life changing for Steve. 
“We experienced bears in 
parks and fed deer salt from 
our hands…I was greatly 
impressed when I met a park 
ranger at Glacier National 
Park. It was then I decided I 
wanted to become a ranger,” 
he said.

Mueller held several differ-
ent jobs related to the nature 

The annual Sand 
Lake July 4th Cel-
ebration is right 
around the corner, 
and that means a 
new set of royalty 
has been chosen to 
grace this year’s 
festivities and rep-
resent the festival 
throughout the 
year. 

This year’s Miss 
Sand Lake is Alex-
ia Stoner, 15, the 
daughter of Nikki 
and Kevin Stoner, 
of Pierson. 

Miss Sand Lake 
Queen’s Court is 
Julia Stadler, 11, 
the daughter of 
John and Suzanne 
Stadler of How-
ard City; and Sar-
ah Sharp, 15, the 
daughter of Julie 
Sharp of Sand 
Lake.

The Jr. Miss 
Sand Lake Queen is Avery 
Vandyke, 11, the daughter 
of Lisa VanDyke, of Pier-
son. 

The Jr. Miss Sand Lake 
Queen’s Court is Ken-
zlee Burns, 8, daughter of 
Amanda Burns, of Howard 
City; and Amya Jones, 8, 
daughter of Jessica Fox, of 
Sand Lake.

Little Miss Sand Lake 
is Briana Hoogerhyde, 9, 
daughter of Justin and Ja-
mie Hoogerhyde of Sand 
Lake.

Little Miss Firecracker is 
Alexia Unger, 5, the daugh-
ter of Katrina Christensen, 
of Sand Lake.

Little Mister Firecracker 
is Maverick Hoogerhyde, 4, 
the son of Justin and Jamie 

Hoogerhyde, of Sand Lake.
The Sand Lake Queens 

and Court will be hosting 
a Veteran’s lunch free of 
charge on July 4th at 2 pm 
at the VFW in Sand Lake 
for any veterans that would 
like to attend. “We are so 
excited to serve our com-
munity this year,” they said.  

The group will be selling 
crowns and cookies this 

year to raise money for a 
new float and the scholar-
ship fund. 

Come check out the 
Queen’s and the Sand Lake 
4th of July Fair and activ-
ities this year starting on 
July 1, 2022. See a schedule 
of events on page 8.
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Sand Lake chooses royalty for Sand Lake chooses royalty for 
July 4July 4thth celebration celebration

The Sand Lake Queens, Court and Firecrackers for 2022-2023. Top Row (L to R):  Avery Vandyke, Alexia 
Stoner, Sarah Sharp, Julia Stadler. Bottom Row (L to R):  Maverick Hoogerhyde, Amya Jones, Briana 
Hoogerhyde, Kenzlee Burns, Alexia Unger.

Ranger Steve Mueller answers the call
By Judy Reed

Homemade bomb 
discovered on 
side of the road

What would you do if you 
saw something on the side of 
the road that looked like a pos-
sible explosive device? 

On June 20, 2022, at approx-
imately 2:35 p.m., the Neway-
go County Sheriff’s Office was 
dispatched to the Newaygo 
City Hall for a possible home-
made firework complaint.

Newaygo County Central 
Dispatch advised that a citizen 
found an unknown device on 
the side of the road. The citizen 
then brought the device to the 
City of Newaygo Police De-
partment for an officer to look 
at it. A Newaygo Police Of-
ficer looked at the device and 
requested the Newaygo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office to respond 
since the device had been lo-
cated outside of the city.

Newaygo County Sheriff’s 
Office arrived on scene and 
immediately noticed that the 
device was not a firework. The 
Newaygo County Sheriff’s 
Office requested the Newaygo 
Fire Department to respond 
to close roads near City Hall. 
Michigan State Police Bomb 

Squad was also requested and 
responded to the scene.

The Michigan State Police 
Bomb Squad arrived on scene 
and took the device to a secure 
location and detonated the de-
vice.

The device was found to be a 
homemade bomb.

The Newaygo County Sher-
iff’s Office spoke with the 
citizen that found the device 
and located the area where he 
found it. The Michigan State 
Police was contacted and re-
sponded to the area with a K-9 
dog trained in detecting explo-
sives. The area was checked 
and nothing suspicious was 
located.

The Sheriff’s Office wants 
to remind people that if they 
locate suspicious packages or 
devices to leave them alone 
and call 911.

The Newaygo County Sher-
iff’s Office was assisted on the 
scene by the Newaygo Police 
Department, Michigan State 
Police, Newaygo Fire Depart-
ment, and Newaygo County 
Central Dispatch.

Ranger Steve Mueller, local naturalist and columnist for 
the Post, passed away Thursday, June 16.

This moth species, “Brilliant Virgin Tiger Moth,” or 
Grammia brillians, was discovered in Southern Utah 
by Ranger Steve Mueller. Courtesy photo.

The Northern Karner blue butterfly Ranger 
Steve found in the UP in the 1980s. Courtesy 
photo.

On Thursday, June 16, Steven 
Joel Mueller, 72, a local natu-
ralist better known to readers 
as Ranger Steve, completed his 
circle of life and said goodbye 
to the earth he had so fondly 
nurtured and cared for.

Ranger Steve was a longtime 
contributor to the Post with his 
Nature Niche columns, opening 
the eyes of his readers to the 
wonders of nature and challeng-
ing us all to be better stewards 
of God’s creation.

Steve’s fascination with na-
ture began at an early age. In 
his column, The Making of a 
Naturalist, he revealed the be-
ginnings of his interactions with 
wildlife. 

“Before I was five, we found 
a turtle and placed it in a con-
fined pen in the backyard. May-
be we were going to keep it as 
a pet. My mother discovered it 
missing and learned I released 
it. It wandered off to live free 
and happy. I do not recall if that 
was my intent or if I got it out of 
the pen and it escaped. We had a 
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Tips and tricks to stay healthy during heat waves

Nominations open 
for the KDL Literacy 
Champion Award 

Kent County, Michigan – Kent District Library is introducing 
the KDL Literacy Champion Award for outstanding leadership 
and advocacy of literacy. The award will go to one individual 
and one organization who does or has done something excep-
tional to promote literacy. Nominations are open through July 
31 and may be submitted online at kdl.org/literacychampion. 
Winners will receive $1,000, a crystal trophy and two tickets to 
KDL’s Literary Libations Gala taking place on September 15. 

“Literacy is the foundation of all learning for our children and 
throughout life,” said Lance Werner, Executive Director of Kent 
District Library. “There are many people and organizations who 
have an exceptional passion for literacy, creating a profound im-
pact on lives in our community. The KDL Literacy Champion 
Award shines a light on and celebrates them.”  

Awards will be selected from public nominations received by 
July 31, then given to one individual and one organization who 
has demonstrated leadership and exceptional achievement in 
advancing reading. Individuals can be teachers, tutors, school 
librarians, authors and others. Organizations can be schools, 
non-profit services, for-profit businesses and government enti-
ties. 

Nominations will be reviewed by a panel from Kent District 
Library and its Board of Trustees. Winners will be publicly an-
nounced and celebrated on September 15, 2022 at the eighth 
annual Literary Libations Gala. For complete details, visit kdl.
org/literacychampion. 

 

Recently we’ve experienced some ex-
tremely hot days and nights, with the temps 
into the 90s and the heat index at 100 or 
more. The Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services (MDHHS) is urging 
Michigan residents to take steps to protect 
themselves from risks related to hot weather. 

MDHHS routinely reviews emergency 
department (ED) data for heat-related ill-
ness. As daily temperatures rise above 80 
degrees, ED visits for heat-related illness 
tend to increase. This is often more likely 
early in the summer season as people are 
not yet used to high temperatures and are 
not taking the necessary precautions.

“Michigan residents can take steps to pro-
tect themselves from heat exhaustion and 
heat stroke,” said Dr. Natasha Bagdasarian, 
MDHHS chief medical executive. “Young 
children, older adults and those who have 
medical conditions are at increased risk for 
heat-related illness, so be sure to check fre-

quently on them and others in your commu-
nity who may need additional assistance. 
Limit time in heat, stay hydrated, avoid 
direct sunlight and find somewhere with 
air conditioning or take cool showers. Text 
or call 211 or contact your local health de-
partment to locate a cooling center in your 
area.”

When it is very hot, there is an increased 
risk of heat-related illness because the 
body’s temperature rises and cannot be 
cooled by sweating or the other ways the 
body cools itself. The most severe heat-re-
lated illnesses are heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke. If not treated, heat exhaustion can 
worsen and cause heat stroke or death. To 
prevent complications from the heat, resi-
dents are encouraged to: 

•  Drink more fluids and avoid liquids 
with large amounts of sugar or alcohol. 

•  Limit outdoor activities to when it is 
coolest in the morning and evening. 

•  Spend time indoors in air 
conditioning. 
•  Wear lightweight, light-col-
ored and loose-fitting cloth-
ing. 
•  Wear sunscreen, as sun-
burn affects a body’s ability 
to cool down. 
•  Check on elderly neighbors 
and relatives to determine if 
they need assistance. 

For those without access 
to air conditioning, text or 
call Michigan 211 or contact 
your local health department 
to find out if there is a cool-
ing center nearby. You can 
also spend some time at an 
air-conditioned store, shop-
ping mall or other public 
building – even a few hours 
spent in air conditioning can 
help. 

In addition to staying hy-

Fundraiser for K9 unit

A young boy gingerly touches one of the dogs at the K9 fund-
raiser for the Kent County Sheriff’s Office at Deer Tracks Junc-
tion. Photo from KCSO facebook page.

Deputy Krystal Stuart and a young girl pose for a photo at the 
K9 fundraiser. Photo from KCSO facebook page.

It was a fun afternoon 
for area residents, firefight-
ers, and staff from the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office that 
attended the fundraiser June 
12 at Deer Tracks Junction 
for the KCSO 11-member 
K9 Unit.

Festivities included free 

food, face painting, a dunk 
tank, tours of emergency 
and tactical vehicles, and 
families got to meet the 
Kent County County Sher-
iff’s K-9 unit.

“Our K9s and their han-
dlers had tons of fun meet-
ing local families and busi-

nesses,” said a Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office spokesper-
son on their Facebook page. 
“Our staff was extremely 
grateful for the amount of 
support shown by those in 
our community, the staff of 
Deer Tracks Junction, and 
the Courtland Fire Depart-

ment. The funds raised will 
in part go towards K9 first 
aid kits, additional equip-
ment needs, and training. 
The staff highlight of the 
day is seeing the smiles on 
the kid’s faces we get to 
meet!”

drated and out of the sun, residents are re-
minded to never leave children or pets alone 
in a car even with windows cracked. Tem-
peratures inside a car can easily be double 
the temperature outside. Because a child’s 
body heats up three to five times faster than 
an adult, they are more susceptible to heat-
stroke. Heat exhaustion and heatstroke are 
both forms of heat-related illness. Signs of 
heat-related illness vary but may include: 

•  Heavy sweating 
•  Muscle cramps 
•  Weakness 
•  Dizziness 
•  Headache 
•  Nausea 
•  Vomiting 
•  Fainting 
•  Extremely high body temperature 

(above 103°F) 

•  Tiredness 
Heatstroke occurs when the body is un-

able to regulate its temperature and can 
result in death if not treated promptly. Hu-
midity can make temperatures feel even 
hotter and further stress the body’s ability 
to self-regulate. If you suspect someone has 
heatstroke, call 911 for immediate medi-
cal help and try to cool the person down. 
For more information about how to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from heat-re-
lated illness, see the MDHHS Heat Aware-
ness and Safety Fact Sheet at https://tinyurl.
com/dj5pfjwu or visit the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention’s website at 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/extreme-
heat/heattips.html.



through the U.S. Postal 
Service to state and federal 
court judges. The letters in-
cluded threats to extort, kid-
nap, sexually assault, and 
kill judges and their family 
members. One letter, which 
was sent to the U.S. District 
Court in Kalamazoo, Mich-
igan, stated it contained the 
biological agent anthrax. 
Authorities investigated 
and determined the letter 
was safe and did not contain 
any anthrax. 

On March 8, 2022, Zink 
pled guilty to one count of 
mailing a threatening com-
munication and one count 
of mailing a threatening 
communication to a federal 

employee.
While sentencing Zink, 

Judge Jarbou emphasized 
the extremely serious nature 
of the threats Zink made, 
noting they were “vulgar 
and violent” and that his 
extensive criminal history 
indicated he was “capable 
of hurting others.”

“Mailing threatening 
communications is a seri-
ous federal crime and Mr. 
Zink’s threats were espe-
cially depraved. No one 
should have to live in fear 
based on threats like these,” 
said Mark Totten, U.S. 
Attorney for the Western 
District of Michigan. “My 
office will not hesitate to 

prosecute these crimes, es-
pecially when the targets 
are public officials who 
play a critical role uphold-
ing our democracy.”

“Nathon Zink’s actions 
were intended to incite fear 
and intimidate members 
of our state and local judi-
cial system,” said James A. 
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Five overdose at 
Grand Rapids 
hotelWest St. project 

to begin soon
Last week we told you utility and 

road work would begin on the 
south end of West St. around 
July 5, for the creation of a 
business park. We reached 
out to Cedar Springs City 
Manager Mike Wom-
ack for a little more 
information.

How long will construction take and how big will the 
area be?

“The West St. project itself has been in the works now for 
several years, delayed by COVID, but we anticipate break-
ing ground on or about July 5th and the project will likely 
go through late October,” he said. “This project opens up 
more than 40 acres of City-owned property to the develop-
ment of a business park.”

How is the project being funded?
The city received a grant from the U.S. Economic Devel-

opment Administration and also has their own portion to 
pay, which they bonded for. They were, however, able to 
reduce their cost.

“When we started looking at the West St. development 
project, the City anticipated that it would cost the City ap-
proximately $700,000 in development costs (in addition to 
the expected $872,000 from the EDA),” explained Wom-
ack. “However, after all was said and done, we were able 
to decrease the City’s portion down to just under $450,000.  
So, to pay for that portion of the City’s cost of develop-
ment, we decided to bond for that amount and then pay 
back the bond as the land is sold off to businesses.  The City 
has been on a bit of a tear recently obtaining grant money, 
but each grant opportunity requires that the City put up a 
matching amount of money to complete each project.”

How is the City able to fund the other projects they 
have going on when they have this huge project in the 
works?

“Since the West St. project was expected to generate 
income based upon land sales after the project was com-
pleted, we decided to take the City’s existing money in the 
bank and put that existing funding towards other projects 
that are not expected to generate any income (such as the 

Prisoner sentenced to nine years in 
prison for mailing threats

Nathon Zink. Photo courtesy 
Mich. Dept. of Corrections.

U.S. Attorney Mark Tot-
ten announced Tuesday, 
June 21, that Nathon James 
Zink, 35, was sentenced to 
112 months in federal pris-
on for mailing threatening 
communications to state 
and federal judges. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Hala Y. Jarbou imposed the 
sentence and ordered that 
it be served consecutively 
to the state court sentences 
Zink is currently serving 
with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Corrections. After 
release from prison, Zink 
will be on supervised re-
lease for three years.

According to the Mich-
igan Department of Cor-
rections, Zink is currently 
serving state terms for home 
invasion, arson of a house, 
possession of a weapon by 
a felon, and two counts of 
possession of a weapon by 
a prisoner.

In August and September 
2020, Zink was an inmate 
at a Michigan Department 
of Corrections facility when 
he sent threatening letters 

Tarasca, Special Agent in 
Charge of the FBI in Mich-
igan. “Threats of violence 
against public servants have 
no place in our society and 
the FBI will use every avail-
able resource to disrupt and 
investigate those threats.”

This case was investigat-
ed by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations with im-

portant additional assis-
tance provided by the U.S. 
Marshals Service, U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security, Kalamazoo De-
partment of Public Safety, 
Van Buren County Sheriff’s 
Office, and the Michigan 
Department of Corrections. 
The case was prosecuted by 
AUSA Lauren Biksacky.

One person died; four others hospitalized
The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is investigating why 

five people from out of town overdosed at a hotel in Cas-
cade Township earlier this week.

According to police, they were called on Monday to a 
hotel in the 5400 block of 28th St SE, where five people 
were found unresponsive inside a hotel room.  Naloxone 
(Narcan) was administered to all five people and CPR was 
performed on two patients.  

A 32-year-old female from Florida was pronounced de-
ceased at the scene. Four others were transported to area 
hospitals for further treatment and were reported in stable 
condition.  

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office said preliminary find-
ings point to this being a drug overdose-related event and 
several of the individuals involved were in from out of state 
on business.  KCSO detectives are working on details of 
what led up to the event and the final cause of death will be 
pending the Kent County Medical Examiners’ final report.  
There is no foul play suspected other than the use of illicit 
drugs.     

Sgt. Eric Brunner, with the KCSO, said they cannot yet 
give out information concerning what type of drugs were 
used, or whether they were bought in Kent County. But he 
did tell us what often causes an overdose. 

“Common drugs of concern are heroin and fentanyl. Of-
ten times users have to use more and more drugs to achieve 
the first high.  Therefore, they end up overdosing. They also 
will overdose if something else like fentanyl is cut in with 
the cocaine or heroin,” he explained.

If you have information that could help to move the inves-
tigation forward, please call the KCSO at 616-632-6125, or 
call Silent Observer at 616-774-2345 to report information 
safely and anonymously.



RANGER STEVE MUELLER
1950-2022

Ranger Steve (Steven 
Joel) Mueller was born 
on August 13, 1950, to 
Richard and Elaine Mueller 
in Saginaw, Michigan, and 
died in his Cedar Springs 
home on June 16, 2022. 
He is survived by his 
wife, Karen; daughters, 
Jenny Jo (Michael) Collin 
and Julianne (Charlie) 
Lemmink; grandchildren, 
DJ and Matilda Collin 
and Walden Lemmink; 
brothers, Mike (Janet) and 
Tom; in-laws, John (Marie), 
Jeff (Sally), and Steve 
(Betty) Duzan; as well 
as a niece, nephews, and 
many great friends. He had special bonds with dogs, Josh Wolara 
(favorite), Ody Brook (best), and BeeGee (most wonderful). He 
became an unofficial “Big Brother” for Ted, Amie, and Ross 
McNeel when their father, Wakelin, was hit and killed on his 
bicycle. Wake was Ranger Steve’s friend, college advisor, and 
mentor. As a child, Ranger Steve explored habitats near his home 
and developed a passion for nature and conservation. He enjoyed 
a varied and rich career as a park ranger, urban forester, teacher, 
professor, and director of multiple nature centers, including a 
lengthy career as director of the Howard Christensen Nature 
Center. Surrounding his home, he established Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary, a nature preserve for enhancing biodiversity 
and cultivating native species. The site is a hotspot for birds 
and butterflies. Rare federally threatened American Chestnut 
trees live in the sanctuary, including the largest one most people 
have seen. With the support of the Land Conservancy of West 
Michigan, the sanctuary has recentlay acquired a conservation 
easement ensuring that the land cannot be developed. Ranger 
Steve welcomed visitors who valued and respected the needs of 
plants and animals. Many local nature groups made regular field 
trips to the sanctuary, and college interns gained work experience 
under his guidance. The sanctuary not only provided purpose 
for his life but was essential medicine while combating Multiple 
Myeloma, as important as his chemotherapy treatments and bone 
marrow transplants. Ranger Steve remained active in professional 
organizations, including the Lepidopterists’ Society (butterflies 
and moths), the National Association for Interpretation (park 
naturalists, museum and zoo educator professionals), the Land 
Conservancy, the National Audubon Society, and numerous 
other conservation and education organizations, as well as the 
Grand Rapids Camera Club. He served as president for multiple 
organizations, and received several prestigious awards for his 
contributions and accomplishments. He celebrated his faith 
and shared his passion for creation as a member of the United 
Methodist Church in Cedar Springs. His Lepidoptera research 
collections are deposited in research facilities, universities and 
museums across the USA and Canada. He has been acknowledged 
by authors in several butterfly books for his contributions, and 
he discovered a new species of moth, Grammia brillians (now 
called Apantesis brillians) at Bryce Canyon National Park. He led 
nature tours, coordinated natural history outings and field trips, 
and took students to the tropical rainforests of Belize and Costa 
Rica. He authored the “Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche” newspaper 
column and contributed articles to more than 25 conservation 
and education publications. He published hundreds of popular 
articles that encouraged people to explore the natural world, 
wrote scientific papers for journals, and promoted Creation Care 
for all species with whom we share the world. He considered 
people “a part” of nature and not “apart” from nature. In 1970, 
he wrote that, “people are made of the environment and are born 
into it; therefore, they cannot be divorced from it, even by death.” 
More recently, he said that when he dies he will flutter away on 
the gossamer wings of a butterfly and will be among us when 
we commune with and protect nature. May those who loved him 
find joy in this communion. His parting thought was that 1,000 
lifetimes are inadequate to provide service for the benefit of others 
or for project completion, so carry on his efforts to ensure future 
generations inherit a sustainable planet. Make your actions for 
“we” and not “me” and you will enjoy a prosperous purpose and 
meaning for your life. Donations in his honor may be made to the 
Lepidopterists’ Society, the Howard Christensen Nature Center, 
the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance, or organizations of your 
choice that actively promote Creation Care. A memorial service 
will be held Saturday, June 25, 2022 at Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church, (140 S Main, Cedar Springs). Visitation: 
11:00 a.m. Service: 12:00 p.m. Luncheon: 1:00 p.m.
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Now meeting in Sand Lake!
Join us for Sabbath 
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on Saturdays.  

The Church of GodThe Church of God
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Call Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.299.5542 for details

www.cogfgomi.org

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

DirectoryDirectory

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

3110 17 Mile Road 
Cedar Springs, MI 

696-3904
Saturday Vigil: 4pm 
Sunday Mass: 8:30,10:30am
Daily Mass: Tues, Wed, and Thurs 12Noon 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturday: 
3-3:30pm and Wednesday: 7-8pm

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

EVERY SUNDAY 9AM & 10:30AM
YOUTH GROUP (6TH - 12TH GRADE)

WEDNESDAYS 6:30PM - 8PM
KIDS (4YRS - 5TH GRADE)

WEDNESDAYS 6:30PM - 8PM

FIND OUT MORE OR WATCH CHURCH ONLINE 
WWW.THESPRINGSCHURCH.INFO OR        THESPRINGSCHURCH.INFO

135 N. GRANT STREET | CEDAR SPRINGS

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
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ObituaryObituary
LUCILLE MARIE MIDDLETON
Lucille Marie Middleton, age 97, 
of Cedar Springs, went home to 
her Lord and Savior on Monday, 
June 20, 2022. Lucille was born 
to Clyde and Ila (Moore) Ashley 
on March 30, 1925, in Rockford, 
Michigan. She loved to dance and 
listen to music, which she was still 
doing a few weeks ago. Lucille 
was such a people person with 
a bubbly personality and with a 
heart of gold. She also would never 
miss an opportunity to give hugs. 
Lucille enjoyed being with her family and a very simple 
lifestyle. She is survived by her children, Arnold (Naila) 
Middleton, Teresa (Dan) Pountney; grandchildren, Shelly 
(Allen) Campbell, Steven Middleton, Stephanie DeBoer, 
Todd (Tonya) DeBoer; great-grandchildren, Alyssa DeBoer, 
Damon Middleton, Haylee DeBoer, Taylor DeBoer, Tessa 
DeBoer, Elizabeth Campbell, Andrew Campbell; great-
great-grandchild, Christian Middleton; and many nieces 
and nephews. Lucille was preceded in death by her parents; 
husband, Clair; sister, Dorothy (Edward) Lanesky; brothers, 
Clayton (Nellie) Ashley, and Loren Ashley. There will be 
a time of visitation with the family from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. Monday, June 27, 2022 at Pederson 
Funeral Home, 127 N Monroe St., Rockford, MI 49341. The 
funeral service for Lucille will be 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, June 
28, 2022 at Pederson Funeral Home. Memorial donations in 
Lucille’s name can be made Faith Hospice, 2100 Raybrook 
SE, Suite 300, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford
 

Pastor Darryl Miller
Sand Lake/South Ensley UMC’s

616-636-5659

RECONNECTING THROUGH 
CREATION

“Heaven is declaring God’s glory; the sky is proclaim-
ing his handiwork” (Psalm 19:1 Common English Bible).

This was a great weekend for me see the closeness of God.  
We were camping and because I mixed up some dates, I had to 
return to do the Sunday morning services. Actually, I should 
say that I was able to return to offer them. It was anything but 
a burden. I spoke about the wisdom that we can find in cre-
ation and how we can grow close to God when we recognize 
the wisdom of His grace. Sitting in camp, in nature, drove that 
point home. There was a beautiful moon, birds, and trees, and 
most of all, a little quiet. In addition, when we returned home 
on Monday, I opened my email and the daily verse I receive 
every morning was from Psalm 19, a wonderful Psalm about 
finding God in all things. 

I get the feeling sometimes that God is making a point.  We 
seem to forget the wonder of creation.  We forget to “stop and 
smell the roses.” One of my favorite quotes is from an Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes story where (and I am para-
phrasing) Holmes reaches out a window and cups a rose in 
his hand.  He says, “God made the trees and the plants for our 
                                                               PULPIT - continues on page 15



ObituaryObituary
RAMON MORRIS 

BASSETT
Ramon Morris 
Bassett, age 94 of 
Gowen MI, passed 
away peacefully 
on Saturday, June 
18, 2022 into his 
heavenly home after 
suffering several mini 
strokes followed by pneumonia. He was born on 
March 28,1928 in Cedar Springs, MI to Alden & 
Irene (Morris) Bassett. He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Alden & Irene; his sister, Joan 
Weldele and his loving wife of 64 years, Louise 
in 2016. He is survived by his brother, Gerald; 4 
children, Renae & (Stanley) Kimes of Belding, 
Debra & (Norman) Chee of New Mexico, Judy 
& (William) Fish of Rockford and Jeffrey & 
(Debbie) Bassett of Sparta; 10 grandchildren, 
Abby & (Nick) Gould of Sand Lake, Whitney 
Bassett of Sparta, Matthew Kimes of Belding, 
Michelle & (Jaime) Pyne of Cedar Springs, 
Peter & (Brandilyn) Fish of Cedar Springs, 
Kathryn Fish & (Brooks Hobson)of E. Grand 
Rapids, Emily & (Kevin) Ritzema of Cedar 
Springs, Hannah, Brian & Benjamin Chee of 
New Mexico; 11 great-grandchildren: Colten, 
Dakota & Shalynn Schreiner, Mason & Madison 
Hobson, Aiden, Blaire & Brynne Ritzema, 
Parker, Emmett & Reid Fish. Ramon graduated 
from Cedar Springs High School in 1947. One of 
his first jobs was at the Kent Theatre in Cedar. He 
went from passing out flyers to making popcorn 
to running the movie reels for all the shows. 
After high school he entered into the Navy. He 
served from 1948-49 at Glenview Naval Air 
Base. He operated 2 Amoco service stations, 1 
on Main St and 1 at the 131 freeway in Cedar. 
Upon retirement in the early 1980’s he helped his 
son Jeff start a new business, Bassett’s Auto & 
Towing on 17 Mile Rd near freeway in Cedar. 
His hobbies included drawing, building a canoe, 
model airplanes (big-small-tiny) and HO scale 
trains. He also loved to ride motorcycles and 
owned several different Harley’s including one 
with a side car (for Mom of course). He was a 
loving husband, best father ever, a fun grandpa 
and great grandpa. We will miss his humor, 
his sweet smile and the wave of his hand to 
welcome you or say goodbye. Visitation will 
be Thursday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Marshall 
Funeral Home, Greenville and on Friday from 
10:00 a.m. till the services at the church. Funeral 
Services will be 11:00 a.m. Friday, June 24, 2022 
at Bethel Lutheran Church in Howard City with 
Pastor Richard Townes officiating. A luncheon 
will immediately follow. Burial with Military 
honors will take place at Elmwood Cemetery in 
Cedar Springs. In lieu of flowers those wishing to 
make a contribution in Ramon’s name are asked 
by the family to contribute to the American Heart 
Assoc, American Cancer Society or St Jude’s 
Children’s Hosp. 

Arrangements are by the Marshall Funeral 
Home, Greenville with complete online at www.

marshallfuneralhomeinc.com where you can 
leave a message of condolence for the family.
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Every Life Tells A Story...

KRIS R. HAWLEY
It is with 
compassion that 
we regret to 
inform you of the 
passing of Kris 
R. Hawley, 52, 
of Sand Lake. 
He passed away 
on Friday, June 
10, 2022. He was 
born on Sunday, 
February 22, 1970, in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. Kris’ selfless attitude and fun-
loving humor was always sure to positively 
touch the hearts of those he shared it with. 
He was a proud redneck and in true fashion 
he was an avid outdoorsman that enjoyed 
junking, fishing, mushrooming, hunting, 
and especially caring for his animals. One 
man’s trash always had the potential to be 
his favorite yard ornament. His collecting of 
trinkets for his grandchildren or his endless 
donut dinners for them will be greatly 
missed. He was always a kind shoulder 
to lean on. Kris loved his family and the 
memories he left as an amazing dad, papa, 
brother, uncle, cousin, nephew, and friend, 
will always remain and will be greatly 
cherished. Kris is survived by wife, Nicole 
Hawley; their children, Vanessa (Brandon) 
Kelly, Trevor (Richele) Hawley, Prussia 
Hawley; grandchildren, Caden, Brinleigh, 
Emmit, Rowen, Laiken, Gavin; his 
sisters, Denise Veltkemp, Jennie Magoon, 
Kathy Trader, Margaret (Mike) Carriere; 
his brothers, George Hawley, Tim (Jen) 
Hawley, Jeff (Dawn) Hawley, Brian Hawley, 
Sam Hawley, and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, and friends. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, George and Marjorie 
Hawley; sisters and brothers in law, Reno 
(Tommy) Lee and Bonnie (Robert) Clayton; 
brother-in-law, Norm Trader; and sister-in-
law, Gayle Hawley. The Hawley family 
invites you to a Celebration of Kris’ Life on 
Friday, June 24th, 2022, from 3:00 p.m. To 
8:00 p.m. at the Pierson Village Hall, 190 
Grand St, Pierson, MI 49339. Food will 
be served after a short eulogy and memory 
sharing at 4:00 p.m. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations in Kris’ honor may be 
made to The Hawley Family; please mail 
to North Ridge Funeral Home, in care of 
Hawley Family, PO Box 427, Sparta, MI 
49345 or consider donating online. Fond 
memories and expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.northridgefuneral.
com for the Hawley family.

Arrangement by North Ridge Funeral 
Home, Sparta

AUDREY JEAN 
JOHNSON

 
Audrey Jean 
Johnson age 
85 of Cedar 
Springs, passed 
away Friday, 
June 17, 2022 
at her home. 
She was born 
August 15, 
1936 in Sand 
Lake, MI 
the daughter of Gordon and Hazel 
(Crispin) Cook. She worked at Kelsey 
Memorial Hospital, Lakeview for over 
20 years and was a longtime member 
of Ensley Baptist Church. Audrey 
enjoyed crocheting afghans for her 
kids, grandkids and many others. 
She was an avid Pistons and Tigers 
fan and enjoyed bird watching and 
reading books. Her favorite hobby was 
camping! Surviving are her children, 
Paul Johnson, Lois (Craig) Timmer, 
Tom (Christi) Johnson, Ginger (Charlie) 
Phillips; 11 grandchildren; many great-
grandchildren; brothers-in-law, Norm 
Namminga, Cliff (Judy) Johnson, Jud 
(Linda) Johnson; many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her husband of 67 years, Lewis; 
her parents, Gordon and Hazel Cook; 
daughter-in-law, Rebecca Johnson; 
sister, Shirley Namminga. The family 
will greet friends Thursday, July 28 at 
Magnify Church-Ensley Campus, 7078 
E.120th St., Sand Lake from 10:00 a.m. 
until time of service at 11:00 a.m. Pastor 
Joseph Timmer officiating. Interment 
Crandall Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be made to Spectrum 
Health Hospice. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home Cedar Springs.

ObituaryObituary
KYLE SCOTT 

CHANEY

Kyle Scott Chaney, age 28 of Cedar Springs, 
passed away peacefully after a courageous 
battle with brain cancer on Saturday, June 
18, 2022. His family was at his side and he 
is now in the loving arms of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. Kyle was born on July 
12, 1993 to Ron and Patti Jo (Anderson) 
Chaney in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He 
graduated from Cedar Springs High School 
in 2011 and attended Michigan State 
University. Kyle was known for his genuine 
smile, free spirit, selflessness, and fighting 
heart. He had a passion for sports, gaming 
with friends, and traveling the world. Kyle’s 
adventurous soul led him to 50 states and 
30 countries. He was preceded in death by 
his grandmother, Charlene Anderson. Kyle 
is survived by his parents, Ron and Patti 
Chaney; his brother, Ryan (Caitlin) Chaney; 
his sister, Alysha (Timothy) Karafa; his 
niece, Riley and nephew, Henry; his 
grandparents, Tim and Vicky Chaney and 
Lee Anderson; and his puppy, Chewy. A 
memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, June 23, 2022 at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, 310 E Division St NE in 
Rockford.  Rev. Jason P. Peterson officiating.  
Following the service there will be a time 
of visitation and fellowship from 2-4 p.m. 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. A graveside 
committal will take place at 4:30 p.m. on 
Thursday at Solon Township Cemetery on 
the corner of 18 Mile NE and Algoma Ave. 
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests those 
who desire to remember Kyle to please make 
a contribution in his memory to: American 
Brain Tumor Association online at https://
www.abta.org/ or via mail: The American 
Brain Tumor Association, 8550 W. Bryn 
Mawr Ave. #550, Chicago, IL 60631.
Please share your memories of Kyle online 
at www.northridgefuneral.com

Arrangements by North Ridge 
FuneralHome, Sparta

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.



The Cedar Springs POSTPage 6  Thursday, June 23, 2022

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

ometown
HappeningsHappeningsHH

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

cedarspringspost.com/category/voices-and-views/

We NEED new jokes. Do you have a fun clean joke 
you want to share? Send it to news@cedarspringspost.
com and maybe we will print it.

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
June 23,30: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 to 
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this free meal 
that is being shared with us! #tfn

Flying the friendly skies
Shortly after a British Airways flight had reached its 

cruising altitude, the Captain announced:
“Ladies and gentleman, this is your captain. Welcome 

to Flight 293, nonstop from London’s Heathrow Airport 
to New York. The weather ahead appears to be good, 
so we should have an uneventful flight. So sit back and 
relax and...OH…DEAR GOD!!!” 

An eerie silence followed the captain’s horrendous 
cry. 

A few moments later, the captain came back on the 
intercom.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I’m sorry if I scared you. 
While I was talking to you, I accidentally spilled coffee 
in my lap. You should see the front of my pants!”

As passengers breathed a sigh of relief, an Irish voice 
yelled from the back of the plane, “Fer the luvva Jaysus 
you should see the back o’ mine!”

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWINGFREE MOVIES
FREE MOVIES
EVERY TUESDAY
EVERY TUESDAY

Check facebook 
Check facebook 

for listingsfor listings

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

TicketsTickets
ONLYONLY  

$$3.003.00eaea
SHOWTIMES: 

FRIDAY: 6 PM • SATURDAY: 
3PM & 6PM • SUNDAY: 3PM Masks required for the unvaccinated.

 Please Social Distance, (Families that live together can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

CLOSED CLOSED 
4TH 4TH OF OF JULYJULY  

WEEKENDWEEKEND -  - JULY 1-4JULY 1-4

JUNE 24 • JUNE 25 • JUNE 26

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

COMING 
COMING 

SOONSOON

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FOURTH OF JULY
ACROSS
1. Cutting the mustard
5. French vineyard
8. Expression of satisfaction
11. Chicago’s Navy ____
12. Not that
13. Lock horns
15. Sound of pride
16. Tom Hanks’ character 
had this in “Philadelphia”
17. Dre’s headphones
18. *Handheld firework
20. Eurozone money
21. Chinese weight units
22. Campaigned
23. *Popular July Fourth 
salad
26. Ltd
30. A in I.P.A.
31. Type of embellished 
surface
34. Dunking treat
35. Potato state
37. Type of poem
38. Rabbit trap
39. “I, Claudius” role
40. As much as necessary
42. Opposite of trans- in 
chemistry
43. Bring into servitude
45. *Bottle ____
47. Ill temper
48. Olive branch
50. Campaign worker
52. *Declaration signer
55. Extinct Italic language
56. Forsaken or desolate
57. Rumpelstiltskin’s 

weaver
59. Between Egypt and 
Algeria
60. Heed
61. At the summit
62. Beaver’s construction
63. “I Thee ____”
64. *Liberty Bell did it to 
mark Declaration reading

DOWN
1. Calendar abbr.
2. Life stories, for short
3. Faith jump?
4. Misprints
5. *Cooler purpose
6. *Fair attractions
7. CCCP, in English
8. Lab culture
9. Type of pilot
10. “For ____ a jolly ...”
12. Hit 80’s song “____ 
____ Me”
13. Crosswise, on deck
14. *Popular type of July 
Fourth gathering
19. Two to one, e.g.
22. Antonym of keep
23. *”Common Sense” 
author
24. *Like the days of 1776
25. Crocodile ones are 
insincere
26. Place, in French
27. Race course
28. Causing fear
29. “That thou ____, do 
quickly”
32. Like a certain ranger

Sand Lake Museum Open
June 28: The Sand Lake Salisbuy Park Museum will be 
open Tuesday, June 28th from noon to 7 pm. The museum 
is open the fourth Tuesday of every month. #24,25

Explore MCC’s Nature Trails
Montcalm Community College’s Kenneth J. Lehman 
Nature Trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk, 
365 days a year. There is no charge ot visit these beautiful 
trails winding through forests, grasslands and wetlands. 
More than four miles of trails are marked with numbered 
trail posts and maps are available at most major trail 
heads. For more information, visit www.moncalm.edu/
nature-trails or email naturetrails@montcalm.edu. #25

33. Fuss
36. *4th of July, e.g.
38. Sudden upset
40. The night before
41. Dad’s mom
44. Gladiators’ battlefield
46. Cold storage
48. Space exploration 
mission
49. Dog-____ pages
50. “Heat of the Moment” 

band
51. Intercontinental ballistic 
missile
52. Opposite of ebb
53. I, to a Greek
54. High part of day
55. Like Methuselah
58. Fuel economy acronym

Hometown Happenings 
are online at

http://cedarspringspost.com/
hometown-happenings/

               ANSWERS - on page 12
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HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

The Best and Locally Owned Cannabis Store & Marijuana Dispensary

10 S. MAIN STREET, Cedar Springs, MI  |  616.263.9279

How Do I Shop At Cedar Springs Cannabis For The First Time?
You are always welcome to come 

down to our store to shop in person if 
you bring a valid photo ID.  We are open 
from 10am-9pm Monday through Sat-
urday and noon-6pm on Sunday. 

If you would like to place your or-
der online prior to coming to the store, 
please SHOP ONLINE click on MENU, 
and signup for a new online account 

with your valid photo ID. After your 
account is set up, you can add items 
to your cart and checkout. Once your 
order is placed, you can come to the 
store to pickup your order. 

If you need help or have any other 
questions, please feel free to call or 
text the Cedar Springs Cannabis Help 
Desk at (616)-263-9279.

I Do Not Live In Michigan, Can I Still Shop At Cedar Spring Cannabis?
Yes, you only need a valid Government issued photo ID that proves that you 

are at least 21 years old.
cedarspringscannabis.com

Hours: Mon. to Sat. | 10 am to 9 pm
Sun. | noon to 6 pm

What women need to know about stroke risks
(FAMILY FEATURES) 

It may not be widely known that women face 
unique risk factors for stroke throughout their 
lifetime. Things like pregnancy, preeclampsia 
and chronic stress can increase the risk for 
high blood pressure, a leading cause of stroke.

Cardiovascular disease, including stroke, 
is the leading cause of death among women, 
according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), and 1 in 5 women will 
have a stroke. However, a large majority of 
strokes can be prevented. 

Caring for yourself by understanding your 
risk factors can help reduce your risk for 
stroke and provide a better quality of life. Start 
managing your stroke risk with these tips from 
the American Stroke Association, a division of 
the American Heart Association:

Monitor Your Blood Pressure
The first step you can take in reducing your 

risk for stroke is knowing your blood pres-
sure and keeping it in a healthy range. High 
blood pressure is the No. 1 preventable cause 
of stroke, according to the American Heart As-
sociation.

The best way to know your blood pressure is 
to have it measured at least once per year by 
a health care professional and regularly moni-
tor it at home then discuss the numbers with a 
doctor. For most people, a normal blood pres-

Some stress is unavoidable but constant stress is not 
healthy. Chronic or constant stress may lead to high blood 
pressure and other unhealthy behavior choices, which can 
increase risk for stroke. 

Based on findings in a Stress in America 2020 survey 
conducted by the American Psychological Association, the 
top sources of stress are money, work, family responsibil-
ities and health concerns. Managing your stress and blood 
pressure can improve your overall health and well-being. 
Reclaim control of your schedule and build in time to invest 
in your health. Find 10 minutes every day to do something 
for you, like listening to music, meditating or going for a 
walk.

Learn the Warning Signs
A stroke can happen to anyone at any point in life. Imme-

diate treatment may help minimize the long-term effects of 
a stroke and even prevent death. Learn how to spot a stroke 
F.A.S.T:

Face drooping – Does one side of the face droop or is it 
numb? Ask the person to smile. Is the person’s smile un-
even?

Arm weakness – Is one arm weak or numb? Ask the per-
son to raise both arms. Does one arm drift downward?

Speech difficulty – Is speech slurred? Is the person un-
able to speak or hard to understand? Ask the person to re-
peat a simple sentence like “The sky is blue.”

Time to call 911 – If someone shows any of these symp-
toms, even if the symptoms go away, call 911 and get to a 
hospital immediately. Check the time so you’ll know when 
the first symptoms appeared.

Talk to your doctor about ways to improve your well-be-
ing and help prevent stroke. Find more wellness tips at 
stroke.org.

sure should be 120/80 mm HG or less.
In addition to properly monitoring blood pressure, main-

taining a healthy weight, being physically active, eating 
healthfully and reducing or eliminating alcohol and tobac-
co usage can help control blood pressure. If you do develop 
high blood pressure, work with a health care professional 
on a plan to help manage it.

Plan for Pregnancy
In the United States, high blood pressure during pregnan-

cy is becoming more common, according to the CDC, and 
medical conditions including preeclampsia, gestational di-
abetes and blood clots during pregnancy all increase stroke 

risk during and immediately following a pregnancy. 
Managing conditions like high blood pressure before get-

ting pregnant helps keep you and your baby healthy during 
pregnancy and beyond. In addition, your health during 
and immediately after a pregnancy can shape the lifelong 
health of you and your child. If you’re planning to become 
pregnant or are currently 
pregnant, it’s important to 
regularly monitor your blood 
pressure.

Take Care of Your Men-
tal Health

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

CEDAR SPRINGS- 616-696-9440
www.bakerinsgroup.com



Sand Lake 4th of July CelebrationSand Lake 4th of July Celebration
JUNE 30-JULY 4JUNE 30-JULY 4

8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

616-887-1791

www.spartachevy.com

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLCLLC

616-636-5565 616-636-5565 oror 616-951-7171 616-951-7171

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas

Family owned & operated for over 30 years!

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Licensed & Insured

Have a Safe and 
 Happy 4th of July!

6481 SW Greenville rd. Greenville, MI
Call (616) 754-6101

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm • Closed Sunday

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress
NORTHTOWNNORTHTOWN
Larry’sLarry’s  

Supporting our Local Newspaper
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BIG ROCK AMUSEMENTS
SPECIALS & DISCOUNTS
Unlimited Ride Wristbands
Friday - Thursday: $25.00 | Saturday - Monday: $30.00
Save $5!! When you purchase online before July 1 at 1pm
Wristbands are only $25 when you purchase online through July 1 at 
1pm.
$30 when purchased after July 1st at 1pm

RIDE TICKET INFO
Single Tickets: $1.25 each | Value Pack of 20 tickets: $20.00
Rides require 2-5 tickets per rider.

Opening Times:
Thursday 5pm
Friday 4pm
Saturday 12pm
Sunday 1pm
Monday 1pm

2022 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS2022 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, JUNE 30 
MIDWAY OPENS - Big Rock Amusement’s Carnival Rides
5:00pm ...........................................................................................................................Salisbury Park
SAND LAKE PARADE OF LIGHTS 
Starts at dusk approx 9:00pm ..................................................................................... Lake Street

FRIDAY, JULY 1 
MIDWAY OPENS - Big Rock Amusement’s Carnival Rides
4:00pm ...........................................................................................................................Salisbury Park
GREASED PIG CONTEST
(Kids greased pig contest is free, ages 12 and under. Adult Greased Pig contest is 
$5.00 , ages 25 and over)
5:00pm .....................................................................................................................at the event area
MINI TRACTOR PULL s
6:00pm  ....................................................................................................................at the event area
LIVE MUSIC: GLAD ALL OVER BAND
7:00pm ................................................................................................................. (main street stage)

SATURDAY, JULY 2
KIDDIES DAY
BACK TO THE FUTURE THEME
BIKE DECORATING
Library will have supplies for decorating bikes and cardboard box cars (provide own 
box). You can pick these up from the library NOW.
9:30am to 11:30am  .................................................................at the Nelson Township Library
KIDDIES DAY PARADE REGISTRATION
11:30am  (no motorized vehicles) Ages 12 and under

KIDDIES DAY PARADE 
begins at 12:00pm ....................................................................................................on Main street
HOT WHEELS EVENT  .............................................................................................  12:30pm
KIDS GAMES & ACTIVITIES ................................................................ 12:30 to 2:30pm
BIKE DRAWING at 2pm  ...........................................................................at the main stage 
MIDWAY OPENS  - Big Rock Amusement’s Carnival Rides
12:00pm .........................................................................................................................Salisbury Park
DEMOLITION DERBY
2 NIGHTS OF DESTRUCTION BY UNIQUE MOTOR SPORTS

* Mod & Stock small car off road derby
* Mini/Van/ Crossover off road derby
* Mini Van off road derby

General Admission Tickets: Adults- $10.00, Kids- $5.00, under 3 is free
6:00pm ..........................................................................................................under the water tower
FIREWORKS AFTER THE SHOW
LIVE MUSIC: WHISKEY BUSINESS BAND
7:00pm  ................................................................................................................ (main street stage)

SAND LAKE FIREWORKS .............................................Begins at 10:30pm

SUNDAY, JULY 3
SAND LAKE CLASSIC CAR SHOW 
Registration begins at 7:00am. Pre-registration $15.00 | day of Registration $20.00
MIDWAY OPENS  - Big Rock Amusement’s Carnival Rides
1:00pm ...........................................................................................................................Salisbury Park
SAND LAKE RODEO 

KIDS EVENTS start at 6:00pm
MAIN RODEO beings at 7:00pm ..................................................under the water tower

LIVE MUSIC: ARROWS RISING BAND
7:00pm .................................................................................................................... (main street stage)

MONDAY, JULY 4
2ND ANNUAL RUN 4 THE 4TH RUN
4 mile Run/Walk event. To sign up & get more info visit  https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/
SandLake/Run4the4th
8:00am ...................................................................................................................... begins on Lake St.

SAND LAKE GRAND PARADE - BACK TO THE FUTURE THEME
Registration begins at 10:30am .............................................  on the corner of Ninth & Oak 

Registration fee of $20.00 (non-profit entries are free)
begins at 1:00pm ............................................................................................................. Lake Street
MIDWAY OPENS  - Big Rock Amusement’s Carnival Rides
1:00pm ...........................................................................................................................Salisbury Park
DEMOLITION DERBY
2ND NIGHT OF DESTRUCTION BY UNIQUE MOTOR SPORTS 
6:00pm ..........................................................................................................under the water tower
LIVE MUSIC: BORDERLINE BAND 
7:00pm ................................................................................................................. (main street stage)

If you have any questions please call or text the Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce 
at 616-498-7864. Leave a text or a voicemail and someone will get back you. 

THEMETHEME

We are an independently owned agency. 
Our office is located in Howard City however 
you would see patients in your area.  
APPLY TODAY at 
www.acehomehealthcareservices.com 
or feel free to call our office at 
(231) 937-4514.    EOE

NOW HIRING: 
LPN’s and/or RN’s we need you!
Are you looking for a change in pace? A 
more safe and relaxed family atmosphere 
to work? To be one on one with your pa-
tient? Give us a call today to see how we 
might work together to provide the best 
care for our clients. Our office number is 
(231) 937-4514.

Shift openings are immediately available in 
Sand Lake. Morning, afternoon, and night 
shifts are available ranging from 6-12 hours.
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Vendors and customers wanted...... Come SHOP at our Downtown business and 
other vendors set up along Main Street in Cedar Springs JULY 16TH!JULY 16TH!

Still accepting vendors! If you would like to participate in our event, we’re looking for any and 
all vendor types! Booth fee is only $10! Email csacocsecretary@gmail.com to register

Heroes Services bringing a new event 
to Downtown Cedar Springs 

JULY 2NDJULY 2ND  11am to 6pm..... 
By far our most ambitious event 
to date, we bring to you our Pa-
triot’s Motor Show and Festival 
in recognition of our Indepen-
dence Day! This event will be 
downtown Cedar Springs, where 
we will be having a fundraising 

Motor Show. Cars, Trucks, 
and Motorcycles can reg-
ister for the Motor Show 
where their will be different 
classes of show with winner 
of “best in show” for each 
class. The event will include 
music and festivities during 

the day. This event is active-
ly being coordinated with the City 

of Cedar Springs as we are finaliz-
ing details. Come out and enjoy the 

amenities and local businesses of Cedar 
Springs while we raise funds for our Veter-

ans, First Responders and Licensed Healthcare 
Professionals!

presents

This add was paid for by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce and it’s members... for more events happening in Cedar Springs Area this summer check out the Facebook page Cedar Springs Community Summer Celebrations for events June through August.
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Share your ‘Catch 
of the Week’

This spring, we’re giving local anglers a chance 
to prove that they aren’t telling fish tales about what 
they’ve been reelin’ in by giving a place to show off 
their Catch of the Week.

Simply send us a photo of the fish and the lucky an-
gler who caught it, along with a short fish tale, and you 
could be featured in our Catch of the Week. Big fish, 
little fish, whatever size fish - we want to see them all. 
Email news@cedarspringspost.com or send to ‘Catch 
of the Week’ P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

                                                                                 AWARDS - continues on page 11

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

SPORTS SPORTS &&  OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
A Walk in the Woods
By Tom Noreen

 At the end of 
January, Cedar 
Springs’ Rang-
er Steve Muel-
ler presented 
his Wilderness 
- Unique Trea-
sure program 
for the Audubon 
Club at Aquinas 
College. Nancy 
and I watched 
via a Zoom link. 
Steve’s presenta-
tion was based on 
the ideals found 
in Aldo Leop-
old’s Sand Coun-
ty Almanac, with 
its call for a land 
ethic to commu-
nicate the true connection between people and the natural 
world.

Ranger Steve emphasized the importance and values of 
protecting wilderness remnants for recreation, science and 
wildlife using the unique and fragile ecosystems of the 
American Red Rock Wilderness of Southern Utah as an il-
lustration. Steve is intimately familiar with this region as 
he has spent many summers working and recreating there.

As a side note, Steve’s thoughts were echoed in Michi-
gan author Mark Kenyon’s book, That Wild Country, that 
I recently read. Mark writes about his experiences in the 
wilderness areas of the US that he has made a point to visit. 
Interwoven with these “hikes into the woods” is a history 
of the preservation of wilderness areas and the people that 
made it possible including Aldo Leopold.

At the end of his presentation, a surprise tribute was 
given to Steve. Those attending described the impact that 
Steve had on their lives. Many knew Steve from his years 
at HCNC and some from his involvement in other organi-
zations. The common picture painted by all told of Steve’s 
passion for nature, his patience, his desire to pass on his 
knowledge to others, and his vision.

I first met Steve and his wife Karen at our church short-
ly after we moved back to Cedar Springs in 2001. I didn’t 
know what he did until I went with our son Peter on a 5th 
grade field trip to HCNC later that fall. I fell in love with 
the area, as well as the program and came away wanting to 
be one of the environmental educators. On that visit, I also 
found that another member of our congregation worked 
there, Sue Vicari. I queried Sue with all kinds of questions 
about working there, the program, etc. The last of which 
was do you think Steve would consider hiring me? In short, 
he did and I had the chance to work for him for a few years 
until the Kent Intermediate School District closed HCNC 
because they didn’t feel environmental education was a 
priority. I continued to work there after the Kent County 
Conservation took over the mission and then volunteered 
when it transitioned into the non-profit it is today. It wasn’t 
the same without Steve’s passion and vision.

As instructors, Steve insured we got the best training to 
include how to prepare study skins by skinning and pre-
serving the hides of “road kill” so that the students could 
look and feel the animals and birds they learned about. 
Other training was more academic. I attended a seminar 
on the Leopold Education Project that has since evolved 
into “an innovative, interdisciplinary conservation and en-
vironmental education curriculum based on the essays in 
A Sand County Almanac.” I would highly recommend this 

book. While written in the 
1930/1940s, it is as current 
today as it was then. It is 
available both in print or 
audio format from the Kent 
District Library.

It’s been ten years since I 
led a group at HCNC and all 
of these experiences flooded 
back as the speakers shared 
their appreciation of Steve 
and the difference he made 
in their lives.

At the end of the tributes, 
Steve offered an open invi-
tation to anyone that wanted 
to visit his own 61-acre pre-

Baseball awards
The Cedar Springs Red Hawk varsity baseball team tied the school record for 

wins this season with 23.  They finished 4th in the OK Gold Conference, which 
gave them four all conference nominations.  

Aiden Brunin: Senior
Brunin batted lead off this season. He had 110 at bats and a 427 average. His 

47 hits included 9 doubles and 
3 triples. He scored 42 runs and 
led the team with 27 stolen bas-
es. He will attend Grand Rap-
ids Community College this 
fall and play for Coach Mike 
Eddington. Though he was pri-
marily a shortstop for the Red 
Hawks, Aiden will likely see 
playing time all over the field 
at the collegiate level. Brunin 
was OK Gold All Conference, 
and District 9 All District as a 
short stop.  He will also play in 
the John Bos all-star game this 
week.

Braydon Gregory: Junior
Gregory batted in the 3-hole 

all season. He had 97 at bats, 
totaling 36 hits. He was an ex-
tra base hit specialist with 12 
doubles, 4 triples and a pair 
of homeruns. He led the team 
with 33 runs batted in, playing 
first base and designated hitter. 
Gregory was OK Gold All Con-
ference, and District 9 All Dis-
trict as a first baseman.

Parker Vaughn: Sophomore
Vaughn was the cleanup 

hitter for the Red Hawks this 
season, playing third and first 

Ranger Steve Mueller. He recently passed 
away. Courtesy photo.

Aiden Brunin

Braydon Gregory

Parker Vaughn

Clay Oosting

Cayden Steinebach base, along with 
outfield. He also 
pitched. He had 
36 hits in his 95 at 
bats. He hit 11 dou-
bles and one triple 
while driving in 
21. He was named 
OK Gold All Con-
ference as a third 
baseman

Clay Oosting: 
Junior

Oosting led the often-injured Red Hawk pitching staff 
with 52 innings. He struck out 54 and walked 18, totaling 
a 2.006 ERA. With a record of 6-3 with one save, Clay 
was very deserving of his OK Gold Conference Honorable 
Mention award.  

          WOODS - continues on page 11



mishap in Marquette County happened on 
M-95, a half-mile south of its intersection 
with U.S. Highway 41.

On June 13, two additional vehicle-moose 
accidents happened. One was in Baraga 
County on U.S. Highway 41 at the crossing 
of Tioga Creek, while the second occurred 
in Marquette County on M-95, 1.5 miles 
south of its intersection with U.S. Highway 

41.
On May 27, a sixth bull moose was killed 

along U.S. Highway 41 in Baraga County, 
1.5 miles east of Alberta.

“Many people driving in the U.P. see 
moose and many people stop to look and 
take pictures, especially during the summer 
travel season,” Pepin said. “Folks doing this 
need to remember to pull safely off onto the 

shoulder of the road, watch for passing traf-
fic and keep a safe distance from these wild 
animals.”

DNR wildlife biologist Brian Roell said 
autumn, when moose are mating, is more 
commonly a time for moose to be traveling.

The most recent DNR moose survey, con-
ducted prior to the coronavirus pandemic in 
February 2019, estimated 509 moose in the 

western U.P. The next survey is planned for 
2024.

The moose population is estimated to 
grow at an average of about 2% each year. 
The western U.P. moose range covers about 
1,400 square miles.

For more information on moose in Mich-
igan, visit Michigan.gov/Moose
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14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Call us at: (888) 336-3490
Visit IntandemCU.com to learn more

Travel In Your Home 
Away From Home 

RV Loan special starting 
as low as 2.99% APR
RV Loan special starting 
as low as 2.99% APR
*Rate can vary on creditworthiness, our underwriting standards, 
loan term and age of camper/recreational vehicle. Rate is subject to 
change without notice. Payment example: borrow $20,000 at 2.99% 
APR for 48 months = $442.60month. Membership eligibility 
requirements. Federally insured by the NCUA.

*Rate can vary on creditworthiness, our underwriting standards, 
loan term and age of camper/recreational vehicle. Rate is subject to 
change without notice. Payment example: borrow $20,000 at 2.99% 
APR for 48 months = $442.60month. Membership eligibility 
requirements. Federally insured by the NCUA.

SPORTS SPORTS &&  OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
DNR cautions UP motorists to be on the lookout 
for moose

Motorists traveling in the Upper 
Peninsula are being urged to keep an 
eye out for moose and to exercise ex-
tra caution when driving after dark.

Over the past week, five bull moose 
have been struck and killed by vehi-
cles along portions of M-95 and U.S 
Highways 141 and 41 West in Mar-
quette and Baraga counties.

“All of the moose killed were struck 
after darkness fell, when moose, es-
pecially the darker colored bulls, are 
more difficult for motorists to see,” 
said John Pepin, Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources deputy 
public information officer. “Each 
of these accidents occurred in areas 
marked with ‘moose crossing’ signs.”

Specifically, three crashes occurred 
on June 10, two in Baraga County 
and one in Marquette County. The 
incidents in Baraga County were lo-
cated a mile west of Nestoria on U.S. 
Highway 41 and 1.5 miles south of 
Covington on U.S. Highway 141. The A moose stands in a wetland area alongside U.S. Highway 41 in Marquette County.

traverses many of the different habitats 
encompassed by the sanctuary. Déjà vu. 
I thought I was back at HCNC as a new 
instructor following Steve around and lis-
tening to him as he passionately described 
nature around us.

As we walked the loop trail, he pointed 
out such things as the rare American chest-
nut trees, which Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow immortalized in his 1842 poem, The 
Village Blacksmith. It starts, “Under the 
spreading chestnut tree/The village smithy 
stands.” At the time it was written, Ameri-
can chestnut forests blanketed the east. Its 
importance, as a building material and food 
source, was key to pioneers as they moved 
out from the coast. Since then chestnut 
blight, which is caused by a fungus and 
spread from imported Japanese chestnuts, 
has devastated the species.

He showed me the bridges that our mu-
tual friend, Phil Wesche, had built over the 
creek, in a couple of spots. One leads to a 
small island that provides a secluded place 
to commune with the nature around.

At the end of the walk, I was in awe of 
Steve’s zeal for life and passion for na-
ture. I’m not sure how anyone around him 
would not be motivated to learn more and 
want to be a part of the wonders of nature.

I just finished listening to Rick Riordan’s 
Percy Jackson and The Battle of the Laby-
rinth, which is a young adult fantasy based 
on Greek mythology. In it, the young satyr 
Grover Underwood has spent years search-
ing for the god Pan. Pan has been missing 
for hundreds of years and Grover’s life 
mission is to find him. They find him in a 
crystal cave surrounded by extinct animals 
and a garden of beautiful plants reclining 
on his death bed. Pan is dying because 
there are so few wild places left that he 
cannot survive. He charges Grover and his 
friends that it is now their responsibility to 
take action, spread the word and preserve 
what little is left of the wild. Ranger Steve 
has been doing this for years.

AwardsAwards
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

Cayden Steinebach: Senior
Cayden was the Cedar Springs High 

School Valedictorian for the class of 2022. 
He was named to the Michigan All State 
Academic Team with his GPA of 4.492.

Cayden ran cross country in the fall, pole 
vaulted for the track team when his schedule 
allowed it and was in the starting rotation 
on the Red Hawk pitching staff.  He tossed 
54 innings and totaled a 7-3 record, while 
striking out 31 and walking only 11. His 
ERA of 3.457 wasn’t quite enough to get 
an all conference nod, but Steinebach was 
solid on the mound.  He managed to shut 
down several powerhouse teams this year, 
including throwing a 1-hitter against Forest 
Hills Northern in the District final. Cayden 
will attend Grand Valley this fall and major 
in Biomedical Sciences with an emphasis 
on pharmacy.  He plans to transfer to Ferris 
State University to pursue a graduate degree 
in pharmaceutical research in the hopes to 
find cures to many diseases and viruses we 
face today.

Having graduated only 3 seniors, the 
future of the program looks strong.  Ac-
cording to Coach Glyshaw, “If we can stay 
healthy, we have the talent to be one of the 
best teams Cedar Springs has seen in de-
cades. I look forward to helping these boys 
develop and accomplish all they can on the 
field. The sky’s the limit for what this group 
has the potential to achieve.”

WoodsWoods
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10
serve, Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, nestled 
along Little Cedar Creek a mile south of 
Cedar Springs. He has made that invitation 
many times, but I never took him up on it. 
This time I did; in the afternoon of Febru-
ary 11, Steve and I began the loop trail that 



3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

PulpitPulpit
...continued from page 4...continued from page 4
survival, to make oxygen and food. But flowers He made for 
our pleasure.” What a great reminder to stop occasionally to 
observe the blessings that God has placed around us.

Have you been stressed lately? Has the burden of the world 
become heavy on your shoulders? Has it felt like you have lost 
touch with the loving God who calms your heart? Then maybe 
it is time for you to take a minute to step outside and remem-
ber that God has made this amazing world for you. The birds 
sing, the trees rustle, and there is a peace beyond the world’s 
understanding.  A peace that has been promised to you by God 
Himself. 

Take a moment to reconnect with creation and more impor-
tantly, with the God who loves you.

Heart of Cedar Springs playground, the 17 N. Main pocket 
park, the 2nd Street and 5th Street sidewalk projects and the 
Main St. bridge and reconstruction projects that are all in 
the works,” said Womack. 

“The obvious downside of doing this, is that we will end 
up paying interest on the bond loan but the upside is that it 
allows the City to use existing funding in the bank to apply 
for and hopefully get more grant funding in the meanwhile, 
in other words we aren’t tying up $450,000 of the City’s 
money into this project, which would have prevented us 
from pursuing grant money on those other projects.”

According to Womack, West St., north of the project area, 
should remain unaffected by construction, but the area will 
see increased construction traffic. The Skyhawks flying 
field is expected to remain open throughout most or all of 
the project.

 

ProjectProject
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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Kobie – 8-year-old male – Large Mixed Breed
Meet Kobie! This adorable 
guy with perfect Dorito-
chip ears lives life in BIG 
ways! He’s BIG into being 
social, loves adults and 
playing, and loves his life! 
Kobie also has BIG emotions 
and gets really excited for 
new things, including a 
walks, playtime, and the 
thought of finding a new 
furever home! Who’s got a 

BIG heart to love on this boy who is ready for the BIGGEST, 
best life? Kobie is available for adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. 

Sue-Ellen - 3-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Sue Ellen! This little kitty enjoys peace and quiet, but 
she also LOVES 
when she is 
getting attention! 
We think she’d 
make a wonderful 
lap cat to 
someone looking 
for a snuggly purr 
machine. She’s 
done well with 
dogs in her previous home, and would likely do well with 
respectful kids as well! Sue Ellen likes to play and explore, 
and we know this perfect puff is going to make a family 
very happy. Sue Ellen is available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan.

To learn more about adopting, please visit:  
www.hswestmi.org

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

WANTED WANTED 
TO TO RENTRENT

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

55+

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/15/22.

HOMES  HOMES  
FOR FOR SALESALE

Photo by: Sara Cozolino 
Photography

INDIAN LAKE 
HOME SALE
Selling cottage and 
EVERYTHING 
MUST GO!

Quality, like-new furnishings 
that have been lightly used. 
Most furnishings were 
bought at Klingmans, in-
cluding: solid wood queen 
bed-frames, sectional couch, 
side tables and comfy 
swivel chairs. Like-new sit-
stand office desk and fully 
stocked kitchen from Crate 
and Barrel and Macy’s (i.e. 
Fiesta dinnerware).
There’s something from 

every room in the house and 
a garage full of new tools!  

6/28-6/29—9 am-7pm

17069 Blackfoot Trail
Howard City, MI  49329

Waiting on Section 8, Near 
Howard City MI. Small 2 Bd Rm 
house, washer & dryer hook up, 
small pet, very clean. Call Brenda 
at 231-580-1067. #24-26p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE 
YOUR PET IN YOUR CAR 
WHILE SHOPPING! Show 
your love for them by leav-
ing them safely in the com-
fort and cool of home. Cars 
can get dangerously hot 
in just a few minutes even 
with the windows cracked.

Lost: Male cat, black & white 
with white mustashe. Lost at the 
end of May on Algoma between 
18 & 19 Mile Roads. Call 616-
322-5419. #24
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Photo by: Sara Cozolino Photography

$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS
When you pay with

CA$H

FOR SALE: Jack Russell pups 
for sale – 1 male & 3 females. 
Tails docked and all dew claws 
removed. Wormed and 1st 
shots all done by Vet. Born April 
19th. Started to potty train. 616-
788-8537. #25p
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6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.comwww.deansexcavating.com

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Meeting of the 
Cedar Springs 

Election Commission
Monday, June 27, 2022 

Meeting at 4:30 p.m.

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

Dated:  June 23, 2022  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will 
conduct the following public hearing at the regular 
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 12, 2022 for 
the following topics: 

1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR A SPECIAL LAND 
USE FOR WHITE CREEK LLC.,  14111 
White Creek Ave Cedar Springs, MI 49319: 
The applicant is seeking special land use 
approval for a drive-through business. Parcel 
41-02-26-400-041 is zoned H-C (Highway 
Commercial District), the applicant requests 
a Special Land Use approval in that district 
for a drive-through business.  

The Planning Commission meeting will begin at 
7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Cedar Springs City 
Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. Persons having any questions regarding 
these matters are urged to attend this meeting or 
attend virtually.  Virtual meeting information can 
be found at www.cityofcedarsprings.org If you are 
unable to attend the public hearing, but wish to have 
your comments become a part of the official record 
of the meeting, please submit them in writing to 
the City Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.
org the above address, or contact City Hall at 
616.696.1330.

Dated:  June 23, 2022  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Summer Taxes Due 
September 14, 2022

by 5:30pm

Summer Taxes will be mailed out on July 1, 
2022.  All real and personal property taxes are 

due September 14, 2022 by 5:30pm.  Postmarks 
not accepted.  Payments received after the due 

date will have a 3% penalty immediately as-
sessed.  A 1% penalty will be assessed on the 
first of every month following September 15th.

The City is encouraging residents to pay their 
Summer taxes via contactless method. Options 

are:
1)  mailed to City Hall PO Box 310, Cedar 

Springs, MI  49319
2)  dropped off in the drop box (front of 

building or rear parking lot)
3)  paid online at www.cityofcedarsprings.

org (+3% convenience fee)
4)  If necessary-In person at City Hall

If you would like a receipt mailed to you please 
enclose a self-addressed envelope with required 
postage when mailing or dropping off your pay-

ment.

Residents who qualify for tax deferment must file 
their form with the City no later than September 
14th each year.  Form is available at http://city-
ofcedarsprings.org/departments/finance-direc-

tor-treasurer/ 

Questions regarding your tax bill can be an-
swered by contacting the City Finance Director/

Treasurer at (616) 696-1330 Ext. 103 or by email 
at financedirector@cityofcedarsprings.org 

City of Cedar Springs
66 S. Main Street

PO BOX 310
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated:  June 23, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PLANNING COMMISSION
ZONING ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENTS
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE, 

KENT COUNTY
On July 15, 2022, the Village of Sand Lake 

Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at 
10:00am at the Sand Lake Municipal Building at 
2 E Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan regarding 
proposed amendments to the Village’s adopted 
Zoning Ordinance; specifically, an ordinance to 
amend chapter 2 entitled “Definitions”; amend 
chapter 4, section 4.02 entitled “Zoning Map”; 
amend chapter 10, section 10.3 entitled “Special 
Use” for the B-1 business district; and amend 
chapter 18 section 18.01(c) entitled “Amendment 
Procedure.” Copies of the proposed Zoning Ordi-
nance amendments as well as the current Zoning 
Ordinance and Zoning Map may be examined, 
purchased or reviewed at the Village of Sand 
Lake offices at the address above during normal 
business hours or by contacting the Village Clerk 
at (616)636-8854. Written comments will also be 
accepted by the Planning Commission up until 
the time of the public hearing. 

Dated: June 23, 2022

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

NOTICE FOR THE 
General Election

Tuesday, November 6, 2018

and

NOTICE OF ADDITIONAL CLERK’S 
HOURS

Anyone qualifying for an Absentee Ballot can 
contact the Clerk’s office from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Monday through Thursday.

The Clerk’s office will be open from 9:00 am 
to 2:00 pm on Saturday, November 3, 2018 
to assist citizens needing absentee ballots.  
Absentee ballots cannot be mailed after 2:00 
pm Saturday, November 3, 2018.  Citizens who 
need an absentee ballot after the Saturday hours 
noted above can vote an Emergency Ballot in the 
Clerk’s office UNTIL 4 pm on Monday, November 
5, 2018. 

Please contact the Clerk if an emergency 
ballot is needed or arrangements need to be made 
for the Clerk to pick up your absentee ballot.

Dated: November 1, 2018  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

616.636.5332
clerk@nelsontownship.org

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Accuracy Test
Nelson Township will hold a Public Accuracy 
Test of the Electronic Equipment for the Primary 
Election, Tuesday, August 2, 2022. The accuracy 
test will be held at the Nelson Township Office, 2 
Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan on Thursday, 
June 30, 2022 at noon.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer program used to 
record and count the votes cast at the election 
meets the requirements of law.

Public is invited.

Dated: June 23, 2022  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

REQUEST FOR TREE 
REMOVAL BIDS

The Village of Sand Lake is taking bids for 
the removal of 3-4 trees in their Village. Bids will 
be received until 3:00pm on July 14 either in the 
Village office or emailed to DPW@villageofsand-
lake.org For a list of tree locations please contact 
the Village at 616-636-8854 or stop at the offices 
at 2 E Maple St., Sand Lake. 

Dated: June 23, 2022

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

are now available for are now available for 
download on our website download on our website 
at http://cedarspringspost.at http://cedarspringspost.

com/legals/com/legals/
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CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
2ND SEMESTER HONOR ROLL 2020-2021

Way to Go! 
You made the 
Honor Roll!

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLC w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

616.636.5565 or 616.951.7171
1565 Dagget Road  |  Pierson

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo 
and Surrounding Areas

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979” 
LICENSED & INSURED

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals for ANY Occasion

CS MIDDLE SCHOOL
7TH GRADE
Last Name, First Name
*Babcock, Taylor Ann
Anes, Oliver Thomas
Banaszak, Lauren
Barger, Emma Marie
Bliss, Quentin Charles
Bowen, Corbin Rex
Brown, Lukas Edward
Brown, Maiya Lynn
Buttermore, Megan Marie
Carranza, Nataly Elvira
*Clark, Keegan Matthew
Coffman-Smith, Spencer
Cook, Justin Earl
*Cook, Landen Joseph Barnett
Cooper, Crystal Alyn
*Crawford, Audrey Dee
Czarnopis, Taylor Elizabeth
Desero, Austin Duane
Dickinson, William Scott
*Diemond, Luke Edward
Dines, Tucker Steven
*Dreyer, Adalyn Sue
Dunleavy, Hannah Rosalie
Ellison, Cameron Kyle
Emmorey, Max Alan
Enbody, Joey Tatum
Erxleben, Jacob Carl
Fankhauser, Johnathon Blake Alan
*Friskey, Blakelyn Rose
Gates, Katelyn Nicole
Gonzalez, Vincente Catarino
Goodin, Nila Evelyn
Gorby, Noah Reeve
Gordon, Kolin
Gorter, Ava JoHanna
Greenland, Cody Ray
Grenier, Nicholas Richard
Griffee, Gaberiel Allen
Grifhorst, Ella Kate
Gunderson, Taylor Lynn
Gundrum, Olivia Michelle
Gunnell, Levi Allen
Hambelton, Claire Jillian
Hanes, Alexander David
Hanes, Allison Marie
Hankinson, Tyler Steven
*Hess, Miriam Jacelyn
Holman, Benjamin Roscoe-Piper
*Hopkins, Lincoln James
Hosking, Owen B
Host, Sophia Belle
*Hullinger, Keenen Pierce
Hunter, Quinton Fredrick
Jacobs, Brayden Dean
Jaquet, Addison Grace
*Jerome, Madisyn Rose
Kacprzyk, Breslyn Barnes
*Kacprzyk, Elsie Hazel
Kalhalli, Isabelle Svara
Kangas, Emily Ann
Keck, Oberon Solomon Spencer
Kent, Aaryn
Klenk, Brody J.
Klinge, Jacob Mitchell
Krocker, Aden Allan
*Kutchuk, Bethlyn Joy
Libera, Jonathon Michael
Linsley, Rowan John Steven
MacTavish, Graclyn Marie
Maddox, Lily Mae
*Male, Aleea Marie
McHugh-Bontekoe, Isabella Zoe
*Metiva, Henry Daniel
Middlebrook, Grace
Miller, Haidyn Presley
Moehlig, Brayden Tyler
*Myers, Nolan Walter
Myers, Samuel Fredrick
Organ, Samuel

Passage, Autumn Mackenzie
Pellerito, Denton Philip
Piedra, Kaden
Pike, Deegan Eugene
Porter, Alexis Genevra
*Porterfield, Sophia
Reason, Cole
*Reed, Olivia Pearl
Richard, Payton
Richey, Marc Jon
Roberts, Blake Daniel
Robinson, Nicholas Dean
Rosenberger, Spencer Troy
Roth, Ella Kay
Rowland, Bryton Tate
Rozek, Ella Alexandra
*Russell, Kaleb Brant
Savage, Lyla Ruth
Scheuneman, Jagger Maverick
Schick, Addison Colleen
Schoenborn, Spencer Joseph
Schrock, Carter Ray
Sedine, Taya Ravae
See, Tristan John
Sevey, Logan Parker
Shelton, Dylan Clark
Shotko, Jax Ernie
Skelonc, Jonathon Don
*Smith, Angela Lucille
Smith, Dillon Nelson
Smith, Emory Lorraine
Smith, Talon Patrick
Sova, Owen Aubrey
Stanton, Ronald Anthony
Stoutmeyer, Darrin James
Street, Kaden Lee
*Strunk, Elliana Kaylyn
Stump, Blake William
Tabor, Luke
Tagg, Lucas Dean
Taylor, Harmony Paige
Teesdale, Jessie
Terrien, Caleb Hayden
*Themm, James Aaden
Thompson, Jaiden Leeann
Tompsett, Evalynn Rose
Troupe, Caden Glenn
Trussell, Makenzie Kathleen
Van Sprange, Jacob Devin
VanDenBerg, Christian David
VanderLugt, Mitchel Obadiah
*VanderTuuk, Taylor Nicole
Veersma, Seth Richard
*Verduin, Hayden Kenzie
Vincent, Logan Matthew
Vu, Zachary Hung
Ward, Zoe Jayde
*Wells, Alexis Marie
Werkema, Shawn Gregory
Wert, Allie Elaine
Wiersum, Cailynn Marie
*Wilcox, Blake Michael
Wilkinson, Madalyn Lee
Williams, Seth Daniel
Williamson, John Thomas
Windemuller, Gavin Robert
Wise, Mary Susanne
*Yowtz, Jocelyn Crystal

8TH GRADE
Student Name
*Alber, Alessa Lynne
Alcala, Isaac Paul
*Altman, Issac Taylor
*Anderson, Abigail Jayne
Anderson, Daisy Rian
Austin, Madison Elizabeth
Avila, Zoie Rae
Beemer, Ryan Curtis
*Beltinck, Caylee Irene
Bender, Adeline Marie
Brenton, Treyvon Broc

Butler, Allison Mae
Byrd, Keona Marie
Carlton, Nolan
Carlton, Rayna Babette
Caruso, Marcus Vincent
Cherry, Nicole Kaye
Cone, Alexa Skye
*Cook, Paige Nicole
Cox, Juliana Rose
Decker, Iain Blayne
Devitt, Annmarie Elizabeth
Dines, Conner Lee
Doncis, Anaiah Callee Grace
Dreyer, Kaiden Casey
Durso, Andrew Joseph
Egan, Luke Joseph
*Fifield, Sierra Ada
Fisk, Kendall Rae
Fisk, Phoebe Jean
Flynn, Callie Jo
Foster, Emma
Galloway, Lucas D
Galperin, Isabella Grace
Gates, Kyra Rose
Gittere, Payton Victoria
Gomez, Amaya Katelyyn
Greene, Ava Rosalyn
Grenier, Kassondra Marie
Grenier, MaKenna Renee
Grenier, Nathalie Jane
Grice, Austin James
Haack, Zackery James
*Haan, Natalie Renae
*Halliwill, Jaden Lee
Hansen, Connor Jacob
Harrison, Karly Lynn
Harroun II, James Michael
Hendges, Mya Rai
*Hess, Cameryn Jean
Hess, Ethan James
Hotz, Lucy Jean
Hoult, Oliver James
Hyrns, Hunter Jacob
Irwin, Emily Grace
Jarosch, Marissa
Johnson, Jace Riley
Kelly, Caden
Kendall, Kylah Rae
*Kerrish, Chloe Elizabeth
Kopkau, Kylie Jo
Koza, Emily Lynn
*Ladd, Ryan Patrick
*Le, Ethan Minh
Litz, Mason Glenn
Locke, Mason Rae
Lyons, Lucille Margaret
Magoon V, Ryland Henry
Majerczak, Linden Nash
*Malon, Heath Randall
Maurer, Landen Robert
*McCarty, Marcus Allen
*McClurken, Ayden James
McCulloch, Callen Scott
McDermott, Ryen Mackenzie
McIntosh, Melody Rose
Mead, Ava Diana
*Meintz, Chase Lawrence
Metoxen, Jordan Grace
*Miesch, Caden Donald
Moerland, McKenzee Rey
Morris, Brenden Jay
Morris, Makenna Katherine
Munoz, Jessika Lynn
Nesbitt, Brynn Marie
Newman, Kyle William
Nickelson, Jenna Lyn
Noffke, Brooklyn Marjorie
*Nyenhuis, Charly
O’Brien, Kendra Shannon
O’Dowd, Chloe Faith
Page, Brianna Joy
Parmeter, Tyler John

Patin, Ethan James
Peck, Ella Christine
Pierce, Chloe Lynn
Piotrowski, Serena
Pongrattana, Anoulack Serina
*Punches, Gavin James
Randall, Jayden Michael
*Redes, Logan Michael
*Reisig, Emilee C
Roberts, Maiven Lee
Russo, Simon Kristopher
Salinas, Isaias
Salisbury, Marley Rose
Sanders, Kylah
*Sarniak, Chase Michael
*Satterthwaite, Henry J
Savage, Beau David
Schultz, Abbygayle Marie
Schultz, Blake Alan
*Scott, Allison May
*Shadley, Chloe Madelyn
Shears, Jake William
Shoffner, Ethan Matthias
Simons, Jackson Lee
Sissell, Cayden James
Skelonc, Ian Matthew
Skelonc, Isabelle Rae
*Skinner, Kailynn Elizabeth
Slager, Jeremiah Ross
Smith, Alanna Rae
Smith, Antonio Miguel
*Smith, Jacob Daniel
Smith, Sophie Makenzie
Stearns, Ian Gregory
*Stevens, Emily Anne
*Tharp, Alexis Taylor
Tompkins, Justin Richard
Tompsett, Jayden James
Traore, Adjaratou Rose
Traxler, Dakota Von
Trendt, Brandon S
Tubbs, Tiana Jasmine
*Twiss, Benjamin Eric
Van Sweden, Callan Cecilia
VanDer Haag, Zachary Robert
Vanderhyde, Talia Maysun
VanHaitsma, Kaylin Rose
Van’thof, Madison Grace
Vanwagner, Salomon Patron
Verduin, Taylor Alexis
Wagner, Hunter Michael
Walker, Caleb Michael
White, Nathan Alexander
Wiles, Alana Marie
Workman, Ava
Zimmer, Kortney Jo
Zimmerman, Shelly Grace

CS HIGH SCHOOL
9TH GRADE
Last Name, First Name
Afton, Keira Nicole
*Alcumbrack, Austin Michael
*Alvarez, Sophia May
*Amell, Addison Clare
*Balcam, Alyssa Hanna
Bartholomew, Emily Grace
Bayink, Noah Bradley
*Bell, Quinton Robert
Bey, Jase Joseph
Bouwens, Luke Stephan
Buckley, Ashley Ann
Campbell, Audrey Marie
Carlton, Brooklyn Alexis
*Christie, Caleb Joseph
Colombo, Avery Emerson
Colombo, Avery Emerson
*Cook, Ayden Jacob Barnett
Cooper, Gage Barak
Cox, Jonathan Arthur
Cox, Olivia Rose
D’Antuono, Donivin Zander

Dempsey, Hannah Rae
Devereaux, Alexandria Reese
Donaldson, Sara Lynn
Fisher, Lily Jo
*Fraam, Isaac Allan
Friskey, Logan Thomas
Fulton, Elijah William
Graham, Justin James
Grice, Hannah Elizabeth
Grifhorst, Levi Micah
*Guiles, Kayne Erik
Gutierrez, Alondra Eduwiges
Hoort, Emily
*Hutton, Gavin Montgomery
Ingersoll, Gauge Mathew
Janes, Shannon Brianna
Kassuba, Kaitlyn Deborah
Kirkwood, Gavin Bryant
*Krol, Alyssa Marie
Kutchuk, Emily Ann
Lake, Avery Marie
Lawrence, Olivia Louise
LeMasters, Caleb Alexander Cole
Lentine, Colin James
*Maki, Kaisa Jane
Mattson, Evan George
McCarthy, Makayla 
Moore, Javen Harold
Mullins, Ryan
Myers, Neil Louis
Newberg, Aubrey Marie
Nienhuis, Dane Freligh
Noga, Addison Marie
*O’Dowd, Kailyn Grace
Oleneack, Marek Thomas
Orr, Karleigh Rae
Pant, Hudson Russell
Pinkelman, Elizabeth Margaret
Powell, Autumn Elizabeth
Prins, Thomas E
Radebach, Abigail Anne
Reed, Hunter Stephen
Reich-Tanis, Blaize Harold
*Relich, Aavra Anne
Reyburn, Kaitlyn Marie
*Reynolds, Jadyn Marie
Rockinger, Nautica Alyssa
Rowland, Kaylee Emmorey
Rypma, Kylee Christine
Schaefer, Nicklas James
Scheuneman, Whitley Poet
Schreiner, Colten Stanley
Schreiner, Dakota Louis
*Seguin, Jersey M
*Slagel, Makayla Lynn
Slater, Aydan James
Slocum, Dylan Arthur
Smith, Graysin K
*Stevens, Michael David
Swanson, Kara Nicole
Sweezer, Oliver Preston
*Tabor, Sabrina Abbey
Tol, Emma Grace
Torrey, Hunter Lee
*Traxler, Jersey Rae
Van Sprange, Tyson Vincent
*Van Sweden, Gillian Iris
Vanderhyde, Dominic Christian
VanderLugt, Ian Hendrik
VanSickle, Caleb William
*Viau, Madison Leigh
Washington, Lindsey Rochelle
Wilcox, Alyssa Ellen
Williams, Olivia Christine
Zheng, Evan

* Denotes all A’s

See 10th-12th Grade Honor 
Roll in NEXT WEEK’s edition
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

• Tintable Stone Guard 
• All-Over Paint & Spot Repair 

• Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake616-636-5341 

Complete Collision Free Estimates

Ask about how to SAVE 
on your deductible!

FREEFREE
Loaner CarsLoaner Cars

ProvidedProvided

Michigan stepping up speed enforcement
State aims to stem troubling rise in speed-related fatalities

Since the COVID-19 pan- demic began 
more than two years ago, l a w 
enforcement agencies across 
the nation have reported an 
alarming rise in speeding and 
fatal crashes.

To combat this 
disturbing and dan-
gerous trend, the 
Michigan Office of 
Highway Safety Plan-
ning (OHSP) and the 
National Highway 
Traffic Safety Admin-
istration’s Region 5 Office are once again part-
nering on a regional traffic safety campaign. As 
part of the “Great Lakes, High Stakes” campaign, 
dozens of municipal, county and Michigan State Po-
lice (MSP) law enforcement agencies across Michigan 
will focus on speeding drivers between June 18 and 26.

Nationally in 2020, 11,258 traffic fatalities involved 
crashes in which one or more drivers were speeding, an 
increase of 18 percent over 2019 (9,478 fatalities).

“Speeding continues to be a critical issue in Michigan 
that leads to many needless crashes, serious injuries and 
fatalities on our roadways,” said Alicia Sledge, interim di-
rector of the OHSP. “It has been proven that the faster you 
drive the greater your risk of dying in a crash.

“We hope this increased enforcement over the coming 
weeks will help change these dangerous driving behaviors 
and save lives.”

In Michigan, the number of traffic crashes rose from 
245,432 in 2020 to 282,640 in 2021, an increase of 15 per-
cent. There was also a rise in fatalities (1,131 in 2021 com-
pared to 1,083 in 2020).

Also in Michigan, according to the University of Michi-
gan Transportation Research Institute, in 2020:

■  There were 200 speed-related fatalities on 
Michigan roadways compared to 185 in 2019, an 
8 p e r - cent increase.

■  6.4 percent of male 
drivers involved in all traf-
fic crashes were speeding.

■  15.2 percent of motor-
cycle riders involved in fatal 

c r a s h -
es were 

speeding.
■  11.2 percent of driv-

ers in the 15- to 
20-year-old age group 
involved in crashes 
were speeding.

■  15.1 percent of all 
drivers who were 
drinking in crashes 
were speeding.

Recent insurance industry 
studies show that approx-
imately 112,000 speeding 
tickets are issued each day, 
or about 41 million per year. 
The average fine for a speed-
ing violation is between 
$115 and $135.

RangerRanger
...continued from front page...continued from front page

Ranger Steve with the Thomas Say award. 
Courtesy photo.

Ranger Steve leads a group at Howard Christensen Nature Center.

field over the years. He was a high school sci-
ence teacher in Alpena, Michigan, Dry Ridge, 
Kentucky, and Kenosha, Wisconsin; and while 
teaching in Manistique in the 1980s, Mueller 
discovered a breeding colony of butterflies pre-
viously unknown in Michigan called the North-
ern Blue. He was also an urban forester for Dow 
Chemical in Midland; a state park ranger in Tra-
verse City; a ranger/naturalist at Bryce Canyon 

National Park in Utah, the 
same place he later iscovered 
a new species of moth—the 
Brilliant Virgin Tiger Moth; 
a teacher at Jordan College 
in Cedar Springs; and did 
some adjunct college teach-
ing at Grand Rapids Com-
munity College and Grand 
Valley State University.

Many know him best 
as the director of Howard 

Christiansen Nature Center 
for over 20 years. When that 
temporarily closed in 2005, 
Lowell Schools hired him 
to direct the program at the 
Wittenbach/Wege Agri-Sci-
ence Environmental Center. 
He retired from there in 2008 
due to bone cancer. Besides 
those programs, Mueller has 
been President of the Grand 
Rapids Audubon Club, Pres-

ident for the Michigan Alli-
ance for Environmental and 
Outdoor Education, West 
Michigan Butterfly Asso-
ciation, and Grand Rapids 
Camera Club. 

He has won many awards, 
including the prestigious 
Thomas Say Naturalist 
Award for Excellence in 
2015. “It is a tremendous 
honor to be recognized by 

colleagues,” Mueller told the 
Post at the time. “Colleagues 
throughout my career men-
tored me and made it possi-
ble for me to excel. I have 
worked diligently to become 
competent in a broad spec-
trum of natural history sub-
jects and to hone interpretive 
skills.” 

Mueller met his future 
wife, Karen, at Bemidji Uni-
versity, when she was an 
undergraduate and he was 
a grad student. They spent 
time together while work-
ing in the Lutheran Campus 
Ministry there.

“Karen and I spoke per-
sonal wedding vows on Aug. 
10, 1977 by Water Canyon 
Falls (in Bryce Canyon Na-
tional Park in Utah) and 
our official wedding was on 
Sept. 10, 1977,” wrote Muel-
ler. “Twenty-three years later 
I discovered the new species 
at the site in August 2005. A 
Lepidopterists said I am like-
ly the only person on Earth 
to discover a new species at 
the site where I previously 
spoke wedding vows.”

The couple had two chil-
dren, Jenny Jo and Julianne. 
I asked them what it was like 
growing up with a naturalist 
for a dad. Karen laughed and 
said that by two-years old, 
Jenny Jo had learned 200 an-
imal cards. “You could ask 
her to find a certain animal 
and she’d pull it out.”

The girls had this to say: 
“Growing up with a natu-
ralist for a dad meant that 
our phone was always ring-
ing with questions about 
our natural world, while we 
spent many days as a family 
hiking, camping, and enjoy-
ing Creation. He taught us 

young to love all creatures, 
that none were lesser or 
greater than others.  Whether 
plant or animal, all are ‘peo-
ple.’  He taught us to think 
critically about the world.  
And he taught us love.”

I also asked what he was 
most proud of. Jenny Jo and 
Karen told me about an inter-
national conference he went 
to, where they had trivia over 
dinner, mostly about butter-
flies. And the question came 
up, “Who is Steve Mueller?” 

“There were many experts 
there, but he is the only one 
they singled out to recog-
nize,” said Jenni Jo.

“He had a significant im-
pact,” said Karen. “They 
might not know who Steve 
Mueller is, but they know 
who Ranger Steve is.”

They said he was once 
recognized by someone in 
Costa Rica. “It was just a 
random chance,” they said.

Surrounding his home, he 
established Ody Brook Na-
ture Sanctuary, a nature pre-
serve for enhancing biodi-
versity and cultivating native 
species. The site is a hotspot 
for birds and butterflies. 
Rare federally threatened 
American Chestnut trees live 
in the sanctuary, including 
the largest one most people 
have seen. With the support 
of the Land Conservancy of 
West Michigan, the sanctu-
ary has recently acquired a 
conservation easement en-
suring that the land cannot 
be developed.

Ranger Steve welcomed 
visitors who valued and re-
spected the needs of plants 
and animals. Many local 
nature groups made regular 
field trips to the sanctuary, 

and college interns gained 
work experience under his 
guidance. The sanctuary 
not only provided purpose 
for his life but was essential 
medicine while combating 
Multiple Myeloma, as im-
portant as his chemotherapy 
treatments and bone marrow 
transplants. 

People are still welcome to 
come to visit the sanctuary, 
as long as Karen is home. 
Just park in the driveway at 
13010 Northland Drive and 
call 616-696-1753.

Ranger Steve had been 
battling multiple myeloma, 
for 25 years, and fought it 
bravely. He created a buck-
et list while on hospice and 
managed to complete each 
task. I asked if there was 
anything he had  wanted to 
accomplish, but didn’t get 
a chance to. What was his 
heart’s desire?

“His parting thought was 
that 1,000 lifetimes are inad-
equate to provide service for 
the benefit of others or for 
project completion, so carry 
on his efforts to ensure future 
generations inherit a sustain-
able planet. Make your ac-
tions for ‘we’ and not ‘me’ 
and you will enjoy a pros-
perous purpose and meaning 
for your life.”

Godspeed Ranger Steve. 
You were a great example of 
how to be a good steward of 
God’s creation.

Services will be held for 
Ranger Steve this Saturday 
at Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church. See his 
obituary on page 4 for more 
details, and another story 
about Steve on our Outdoors 
page (page 10).
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