
only Midwest state with 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Whitmer’s ditched her 
“Vacc to Normal” plan that 
aimed to drop COVID-19 
restrictions by July 1, which 
was preceded by a plan to 
keep restrictions until 70% 
of Michiganders 16 and old-
er received their vaccine.

About 61% of Michigan-
ders have received a first 
vaccine.

“Because the rates are so 
low right now, we’ve got an 
opportunity to drop a lot of 
these mandates that we have 
all had to abide by, so peo-
ple can feel the freedom that 
comes with 61% of our pop-
ulation getting vaccinated,” 
Whitmer told CNN Tuesday. 
“When we get to 70%, we’ll 
all be much safer.”

Although many restric-
tions ended, Whitmer hasn’t 

Woman pleads 
guilty to 
lesser charge
This version corrects a story we 
ran last week

NEWSNEWS - page 2 - page 2
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Endangered bees

Michigan drops mask, capacity 
restrictions after 15 months
By Scott McClallen, The Center Square

Two injured in Tyrone Township crash

Kathryn Merritt (right), with her attorney, Jared Shouey (left), during 
a recent youtube broadcast. 

By Judy Reed

A Cedar Springs woman, 
charged with embezzlement 
from the Cedar Springs 
Junior Ball League, pled 
guilty last week to a lesser 
charge than she was origi-
nally given.

On Monday, June 14, 
Kathryn Merritt, 38, en-
tered a plea of guilty to 
embezzlement of less than 
$200.00 from a nonprof-
it corporation, which is a 
misdemeanor, and carries a 
maximum of 1 year in jail. 
She originally was facing a 
felony, and up to 10-years 
in prison on a charge of em-
bezzling more than $1,000 
but less than $20,000.

The investigation got 
underway last year when 
Amy Gillette, president of 
CSJBL, filed an embezzle-

ment complaint. Gillette 
told investigators that she 
retrieved bank statements 
and reviewed deposits and 
withdrawals, noting several 
financial discrepancies. 

 Kent County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Charles Price wrote 
in a probable cause affida-
vit that Merritt was inter-
viewed “and confessed that 
the card was used by her to 
make purchases that were 
not approved.’’

The unauthorized transac-
tions topped $24,300, court 
records show.

Sentencing is August 3. 
According to Gillette, Mer-
ritt is required to submit 
a lump sum payment of 
$10,000 at sentencing, an 
apology letter to the play-
ers, families and sponsors, 
and monthly payments for 
two years.

(The Center Square) – 
After 466 days of enacted 
widespread restrictions on 
Michiganders to slow the 
spread of COVID-19, most 
restrictions, including ca-
pacity restrictions and the 
mask mandate, ended Tues-
day.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
declared a state of emer-
gency on March 10, 2020, 
when Michigan confirmed 
its first two known cases of 
COVID-19, and three days 
later, ordered K-12 schools 
closed and banned gather-
ings of 250 people or more.

Whitmer enacted the most 
severe restrictions in the 
12 Midwest states and kept 
them the longest, as neigh-
boring Indiana and Ohio 
reopened months before 
Michigan. Those far-reach-
ing orders included threat-
ening criminal charges for 

operating a motorboat, vis-
iting a secondary home, and 
banning stores larger than 
50,000 feet from selling gar-
dening supplies.

The reopening announce-
ment follows Michigan 
ranking dead last nationwide 
in COVID-19 economic re-
covery. Michigan was the 

Three injured in 
Courtland crash

A local man ran a stop 
sign at 15 Mile and Myers 
Lake Avenue last weekend, 
which resulted in injuries to 
three of his passengers.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
crash occurred about 7:24 
p.m. on Saturday, June 19, 

when a westbound Lexus 
sedan disregarded the stop 
sign at 15 Mile and Myers 
Lake Avenue and collided 
with an Acura SUV that was 
southbound on Myers Lake 
Avenue.

The driver of the Lexus, 
a 20-year-old male from 
Cedar Springs, was not in-
jured. Three passengers in 
the vehicle sustained seri-
ous but non-life-threatening 

injuries. They were trans-
ported to a local hospital for 
treatment. The driver of the 
Acura SUV, a 53-year-old 
female from Hudsonville, 
and a juvenile passenger, 
were not injured.

Courtland Fire Depart-
ment/EMS assisted on 
scene. The cause of the crash 
is still under investigation, 
but alcohol and drugs are not 
believed to be a factor.

A person who stopped at a stop 
sign in Tyrone Township Satur-
day night ended up being part of a 
three-vehicle crash and had to be 
pried from his vehicle.

According to the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office, the crash occurred 
about 8:22 p.m. on Saturday, June 
19, at the intersection of 20 Mile Rd 
and Red Pine Dr. 

The investigation by the deputies 
showed that a Volkswagen Passat 
that was westbound on 20 Mile Rd 
disregarded the stop sign. It collided 
with a Chevrolet Silverado pickup 
truck that was northbound on Red 
Pine Dr. A Ford F-150 pickup truck 
that was stopped at the intersection 
(eastbound 20 Mile Rd)  was struck 
by the Chevrolet Silverado because 

of the initial collision.
The driver of the Volkswagen 

Passat, a 27-year-old female from 
Ravenna, was not injured. The 
driver of the Chevrolet Silverado 
pickup truck, a 60-year-old male 
from Grant, was also not injured. 
The driver of the Ford F-150, a 39-
year male, and his juvenile passen-
ger from Cedar Springs, sustained 
non-life-threatening injuries. They 
were transported to a local hospital 
for treatment. The driver of the Ford 
F-150 had to be extricated from the 
vehicle.

The cause of the accident is under 
investigation. Alcohol is suspected 
to be a factor, though not related to 
the inital collision.
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Spiderman at the Heart of Cedar Springs park celebrating reading with families at the Cedar Springs 
Public Library. Courtesy photo.

Have you signed up yet for the Cedar 
Springs Library’s summer reading pro-
gram? Experience the fun and shenanigans 
both in person and online! Today, June 24, 
they will have a live animal program at the 

amphitheater from 2-3 p.m. Bring a blan-
ket to sit on. If it’s raining, the event will 
be held inside the library. Sign up for the 
summer fun at the library or online at http://
cedarsprings.readsquared.com/.
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

In 2001, some Belgian elementary 
schools began serving low-alcohol 
beer to school children at lunch as 

a healthier alternative to soda.

 

Bicycle struck by vehicle

Grill raffle winner Summer reading fun

The American Legion 
Auxiliary, Glen Hill Unit 
287, of Cedar Springs 
would like to congratulate 
Steve Gerencer. Steve’s 
winning ticket for our Grill 
Raffle was drawn on June 
19. Pictured is Steve with 
our Unit President Missy 
Townes, and his new grill. 
The Unit held this raffle to 
help with our Veteran’s pro-
grams.

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is in-
vestigating a personal injury crash where a 
bicycle was struck by a vehicle in Algoma 
Township.

On Tuesday, June 15, at 10:41 a.m., dep-
uties from the Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
were dispatched to Indian Lakes Rd NE 
and the White Pine Trail on a bicyclist that 
was struck by a vehicle. Police said that the 
bicyclist, a 30-year-old female from Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, entered the roadway 
from the trail and was struck by an east-
bound vehicle who had the right-of-way. 
The vehicle, a Hyundai Accent, attempted 
to avoid hitting the bicyclist but was unable 
to. After the collision, both the vehicle and 
bicyclist went into the ditch. The bicyclist 
was temporarily pinned underneath the ve-
hicle. Several witnesses helped to lift and 
push the vehicle off the bicyclist.

The bicyclist was transported to Spectrum Hospital with 
injuries, including head and facial lacerations and leg pain. 
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Catoosa still remembers

Michigan stepping up 
speed enforcement
State aims to stem troubling rise in speed-related 
fatalities Left to Right: Former Catoosa 

Chamber of Commerce Director 
Glen Taylor and Cedar Springs 
City Manager Frank Walsh in 1993 
at Catoosa. 

The scene of what remains of an area restaurant in Catoosa, OK after a tornado ripped through the small 
town of 3,200, leaving destruction in its wake in the spring of 1993. 

By Judy Reed

We recently received a letter 
from former Cedar Springs City 
Manager Frank Walsh, who was 
City Manager here from 1991-
1996. He currently serves as 
Township Manager in Meridian 
Charter Township. In the letter 
he sent, he recalled an event that 
linked Cedar Springs with another 
small town—Catoosa, OK—850 
miles away.

“On April 24, 1993, the little 
town of Catoosa, Oklahoma was 
hit with two Saturday afternoon 
tornadoes that devastated the 
community,” he wrote. “In the 
span of minutes, the town suf-
fered 10 deaths and massive de-

struction. Although it has been 
28 years, Cedar Springs residents 
may recall that after hearing about 
the disaster, the Red Flannel City 
jumped into action. City officials 
raised funds through various 
means to assist the Oklahoma city 
of 3,000 residents. After just two 
weeks, Cedar Springs had raised 
$7,250. Mayor Jerry Hall was 
instrumental in the efforts as he 
served as the Director of Public 
Works. The next challenge was 
getting the funds in the hands of 
Catoosa city officials.

“American Airlines donated 
airline tickets and two city repre-
sentatives presented the check to 
Catoosa officials. (It was Frank 
Walsh and Cindy Miller, head of 

the Chamber of Commerce.) 
Three months later, Catoo-
sa officials visited Cedar 
Springs and officially named 
the two communities “Sister 
Cities.” It was a heartwarm-
ing experience at the Ameri-
can Legion Hall.

“Last month, while visiting 
nearby, I spent the afternoon 

Michigan Youth Challenge Academy 
class #44 

LANSING, Mich. — The 
Michigan Youth Challenge 
Academy (MYCA) held a 
virtual graduation ceremony 
for the more than 100 ca-
dets of class #44 on June 19. 
Family, friends and commu-

nity members were invited to 
watch the ceremony live on 
the MYCA Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
MYCA.MICH/.

The National Guard Youth 
Challenge program is a cost-

free alternative education 
program which offers at-
risk youth the opportunity to 
change their future. Of the 
106 anticipated graduates 
in this cycle, 95 are earning 
their high school diploma 

while the remaining cadets 
will earn their General Ed-
ucation Development cer-
tificate or continue their 
academic pursuits towards 
earning their high school di-
         YOUTH -  continues on page 15

The driver of the Hyundai Accent, a 69-year-old female 
from Cedar Springs, and passenger, a 33-year-old female 
from Cedar Springs, were not injured.

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic began more than a 
year ago, law enforcement 
agencies across the nation 
have reported an alarming 
rise in speeding and fatal 
crashes.

To combat this disturbing 
and dangerous trend, the 
Michigan Office of Highway 
Safety Planning (OHSP) and 
the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration’s 
Region 5 Office are partner-
ing with five other states on 
a regional traffic safety cam-
paign. As part of the “Great Lakes, High 
Stakes” campaign, more than 30 municipal, 
county and Michigan State Police (MSP) 
law enforcement agencies will focus on 
speeding drivers between June 19 and 27.

Nationally in 2019, 9,478 traffic fatalities 
involved crashes in which one or more driv-
ers were speeding.

“Despite the fact that there were less miles 
traveled in 2020, the fatality rate rose—and 
speed may have been a key factor,” said 
Michael L. Prince, director of the OHSP. 
“We’ve said for decades that ‘speed kills,’ 
and the alarming data for 2020 confirms 
that the faster you drive the greater your 
risk of dying in a crash. We hope increased 
enforcement over the coming weeks will 
help change these dangerous driving behav-
iors and save lives.”

While Michigan has seen a 22-percent 
reduction in traffic crashes—245,432 in 
2020 compared to 314,377 in 2019—there 
has been an increase in fatalities. Crash 
data from the MSP Criminal Justice Infor-
mation Center indicates 1,083 people died 

from crashes on Michigan roads in 2020, 
a 10-percent increase over 2019, with 985 
deaths reported. In 2020, there were 200 
speed-related fatalities on Michigan road-
ways compared to 185 in 2019, an 8-per-
cent increase.

Also in Michigan, according to the Uni-
versity of Michigan Transportation Re-
search Institute, in 2020:

■  Out of male drivers involved in all 
traffic crashes in 2020, 6.4 percent 
were speeding.

■  15.2 percent of motorcycle riders in-
volved in fatal crashes were speeding.

■  11.2 percent of drivers in the 15- to 
20-year-old age group involved in 
crashes (4,650 out of 41,685) were 
speeding.

■  Out of all drivers who were drinking 
in crashes, 15.1 percent were speed-
ing.

Recent insurance industry studies show 
that about 112,000 speeding tickets are is-
sued each day, or about 41 million per year. 
The average fine for a speeding violation is 
between $115-$135.
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Pastor Richard 
Nichols 

CEDAR CREEK 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
14 Mile Rd NE, Sparta

THE WHOLE THING
Among the many promises Jesus gives 

us in the New Testament (covenant), is 
“By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to anoth-
er” (John 13:35 King James 
translation).  Not only do we 
have his words, but Jesus al-
ways led by example.  

Earlier in the gospel of 
John, Jesus and his disciples 
had come up to Jerusalem at 
a time of a feast of the Jews.  
In keeping with Jesus’ man-
ner of ministering, they came 
to the pool of Bethesda, near 
the sheep market, where 
there lay a great multitude of 
impotent folks, blind, halt, 
withered along with other 
infirmities, waiting for the 

moving of the water.  At a certain season, an 
angel would trouble the water, and the first 
person who stepped in was made whole, 
whatsoever disease he had.  

We read that on this particular sabbath 
day, “And a certain man was there, which 
had an infirmity thirty and eight years.  
When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he 
had been now a long time in that case, he 
saith unto him, “Wilt thou be made whole?” 
(John 5:5-6; KJV).  In the following con-
versation, he told Jesus that he had no one 
to help him, and by the time he could get 
to the water, someone else stepped into the 
pool and was healed. 

This interaction would have taken a cou-
ple of minutes, but after he told Jesus his 
circumstance, “Jesus saith unto him, Rise, 
take up thy bed, and walk. And immediate-
ly the man was made whole, and took up 
his bed and walked: and on the same day 
was the sabbath” (John 5:8-9 KJV).  This 
scripture has always gotten my attention. 
The word whole is the effect of the heal-
ing; Jesus asked the man if he wanted to be 
made whole; and when the man obeyed Je-
sus’ command to take up his bed and walk, 
immediately the man was made whole.  

Whole is a word that means “all of” or 
“entire” when used as an adjective, and “a 
thing that is complete in itself” when used 
as a noun. Humans are born in one piece 
and depending upon how your life goes, 
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ChurchChurch

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 10:00 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

NEW TIME!

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org
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ObituaryObituary
IRENE C. EARL

Irene C. Earl, 
age 77, of 
Phoenix, Arizona, 
formerly from 
Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, died 
on Wednesday, 
June 9, 2021 in 
Phoenix. She was 
the daughter of 
Raymond and 
Caroline (Gehler) McMahon, born May 3, 
1944, in Detroit. She and her husband, David 
Earl, owned the Bliss-Earl Funeral Home in 
Cedar Springs for twenty years. Surviving 
are her husband of 54 years, David Earl; 
daughter Amy (Jason) Brown of Vero Beach, 
Florida; son Daniel (Crystal) Earl of DeWitt, 
Michigan; sister Cheryl (Rick) Walker 
of Dublin, Ohio; grandchildren, Aidan 
& Ainsley Brown and Donovan, Elliott, 
Roswell, Avery, Savannah, and Maeve Earl; 
and many nieces and nephews. Preceded in 
death by her parents, her brother Thomas 
McMahon, and granddaughter Evelyn Earl. 
Funeral services held Saturday, June 19th 
at 1PM Gorsline-Runciman Funeral Home 
in DeWitt, Michigan. Internment in Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens, Lansing. In lieu 
of flowers, please send memorials to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Arranagements by Gorsline Runciman 
Funeral Homes

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

1. used to highlight areas of 
    the scene, and create a mood
2. used to capture sound of actors and effects
3. person who chooses camera lenses and 
    angles for shots
4. all music and sound effects used in a film
5. make-up __________ works on actors’ faces 
6. __________ designer chooses actors’ clothing
7. writes the scripts - dialogue and movements 
8. used to film scenes from very high in the air
9. raises funds, hires staff, makes things run smoothly 
10. combination of a script and shooting directions
11. production __________runs all sorts of errands for directors
12. single recorded try at a scene; done on “first ________”
13. metal rigs that hold a camera above the actors 

helicopters

screenwriter

take

close-up

storyboardcomputer

microphones

director

producer

actor

cinematographer

costume

composer

carpenter

1. action 
2. drama
3. comedy
4. scary
5. musicals or dance
6. science fiction
7. documentary
8. animated
9. fantasy
10. western

a. meant to spook you
b. uses song and movement 
c. usually set in the future or space
d. set in the American frontier, 
    often featuring cowboys
e. about something real, often used 
    to teach about a topic
f. wizards, dragons and elves, filled 
   with magic and swords
g. hand- or computer-drawn characters
h. fast paced: fight scenes, 
    explosions and chases
i. with lots of jokes to make us laugh!
j. serious; strong characters and story

People Making Movies!

                14. used to make special 
                      effects and 3-D animated movies
15. row of drawings to show how the movie will flow 
16. person who has complete control of filming
17. shot taken a short distance from the actor’s face

What Kind of Movie?
     There are many kinds of movies! Do you like spooky 
or funny ones? Match each kind of movie below to  
what it is or does:

       Don’t you love to see a good 
movie? My favorite place to see one
is at the drive-in. I like the giant 
screen and people-watching too.
     Read my clues to learn about
the work of making movies: 

Cho
cola

te

POPCORN

Check Out These Movies
1. The Little Prince
2. Percy Jackson & 
    the Olympians:
    The Lightning Thief
3. Charlotte’s Web
4. The BFG
5. The Jungle Book
6. Harry Potter

DATE
SCENE

TAKE

31
8/16

ACTION!

$
11

1

1

1 1

1
1

     What do you think it means when 
someone calls a movie a “cash cow?”

soundtrack1
2

3 4

5
6

7

910 11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18 19

20

8

cranes

lighting

screenplay

artist

assistant

Check Out These Movies
     These movies are based on good books.  
You can read the book with your friends or 
family and then watch the movie. When you 
are done, talk about the differences between 
the book and the way the movie was made.  

  When you go to the movies
someone sells you a ticket,
and then someone asks if 
you’d like to buy a treat.  
Follow the color code to 
see a favorite movie treat:

Movie Treats

R = Red
Y = Yellow
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          A. A girl named Sophie befriends 
              a gentle giant.
B. A young boy raised by wolves in the 
     jungle of India is taught by a bear.
C. An orphaned boy goes to a school for 
     wizards and learns about a world of magic.
D. A live-action film about farmyard 
    animals and one very special spider.
E. The son of an Olympian god uses his
     powers to find Zeus’ legendary weapon.
F. A girl becomes friends with her neighbor,
   a zany pilot, who tells her a whimsical story.

18. performer who plays a 
      character 
19. writes the music 
      for the soundtrack 
      of a film
20. person responsible  
      for building the set

 Oh, yeah,
I’m a star!

Match each movie to its description:
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Annimills LLC © 2020 V16-29

It takes a lot of people working... ...together to make a movie.



This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s
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             SAFE -  continues on page 15

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTYARTS & ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

follow us on 
facebook

Photo 
Fun

Do you have a fun photo to share with our readers? Please 
submit your digital photo by emailing it to news@cedar-
springspost.com. Please include your name and location 
and your photo may be selected to be featured in The POST’s 
Photo Fun! Don’t have email? Printed photos can be sub-
mitted by sending them to Photo Fun, P.O. Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319. Printed photos will not be returned. 

JOKEoof thef theWeekWeekHometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Monday, June 28th - Thursday July 1st • 9am - noon
5815 14 Mile Rd NE, Rockford, MI 49341 • Ph: (616) 696-3656 RSCC

Rockford Springs Community Church presents
for ages for ages 

4 years old 4 years old 
through through 
5th grade5th grade

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

SHOWING
SHOWING

MOVIESMOVIES

EVERY OTHER 
EVERY OTHER 

WEEK!WEEK!

Seating limited to 50 per show. 
Masks required. 

Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES: 
FRI.: 6 PM
SAT.: 3 PM & 6 PM
SUN.: 3 PM

Movie Sponsored by Movie Sponsored by 
Perry’s Place Perry’s Place 

For Herbs Teas and MoreFor Herbs Teas and More

Tickets:Tickets:    
FREEFREE

JUNE  25 • 26 • 27JUNE  25 • 26 • 27

37 4th St. | Sand Lake, MI
(Behind Wesco)

CelebratingCelebrating

YEARSYEARS

HHair Placeair Place
BarbershopBarbershop&&

PATSY’SPATSY’S

Join us @ Sierra’s farmers market EVERY Friday 9am-1pm 

For an appointment
Call 616-636-4500

ONE DAY ONE DAY SpecialSpecial 
6/25/21 

$15 Haircuts$15 Haircuts 
and 15% 15% OFFOFF
All Chemical Services 

   5528.696.616   
 Christopher Conflitti 

  tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY 

  

  NIAM S 03 
  91394   IM ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM 

If you have Medicare, 
contact me for a 
no obligation quote!

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

2021 VBS 
(Vacation Bible School)
July 9th and 10th

East Nelson Church 
9024 18 Mile Rd NE

Cedar Springs, MI
49319

616-696-0661
eastnelsonumc@

yahoo.com

Camp Hope: Getting S’mores of God’s Love
Friday, July 9

•  Registration at 6:00pm 
with pizza dinner. 

•  VBS begins at 6:30pm and 
ends at 8:30 following camp-
fire, songs, and s’mores.

Saturday, July 10
•  VBS Opens - 9:30am
•  Picnic Lunch at Noon
•  VBS Closes at 3:30pm

Ages: 3 - 12

On-line Registrations: https://eastnelsonumc.org/vbs-2021
Wet Clothes and towels needed for kids to play in water 

on Saturday afternoon. 

Sparta Class of 1961 Reunion
July 3: The Sparta Class of 1961 will celebrate their 60th 
reunion with a potluck on Saturday, July 3rd at Rogers 
Park in Sparta. For more information email GMALLL@
hotmail.com. #25,26

Ensley Crime Watch Race and Picnic
July 31: The annual Ensley Crime Watch Race and 
Community Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 31st at 
Baptist Lake Park. Early registration for the 5K Walk/Run 
BEFORE July 2nd is $20 includes T-shirt. For Youth (13 
yrs and under) $15 includes T-Shirt. Registration July 2nd 
- July 31st is $25 (no T-shirt). For Youth $20 (no-T-shirt). 
Race begins at 9:00 am. Registration forms available at 
Ensley Township Hall or online www.ensleytownship.
org/crime_watch. For more inforamtion call 616-636-
8510. The Community Picnic begins at 11:30 am. There 
will be raffle prizes donated from local businesses and 
individuals. Lunch will be available for a small fee. 
Special guests include the Sand Lake Fire Department 
(trucks and equipment to view), the Newaygo County 
Sheriff’s Deputies (K-9 patrol on site) and the Newaygo 
Marine Patrol. All proceeds will be donated to the Sand 
Lake/Ensley Township Fire Department. #24,25

Family riddles

Why did the tomato blush?
Because it saw the salad dressing.

What do dentists call X-rays?
Tooth pics.

Did you hear about the first restaurant to open on the 
moon?
It had great food, but no atmosphere.

What did one wall say to the other wall?
I’ll meet you at the corner.

When does a joke become a “dad” joke?
When the punchline is apparent.

What did the paper say to the pencil?
Write on!

How did the bullet lose its job?
It got fired.

See more riddles in next week’s issue...

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

How to keep dangerous medications safe from kids

8 Ways to Reach a Healthy Blood Pressure

Photos courtesy of Getty ImagesPhotos courtesy of Getty Images

8 Ways to Reach a Healthy Blood Pressure 
FAMILY FEATURES 

To take care of your heart, it’s important to know and 
track your blood pressure. Millions of Americans 
have high blood pressure, also called hypertension, 
but many don’t realize it or aren’t keeping it at a 

healthy level. 
For most adults, healthy blood pressure is 120/80 milli

meters of mercury or less. Blood pressure consistently above 
130/80 millimeters of mercury increases your risk for heart 
disease, kidney disease, eye damage, dementia and stroke. 
Your doctor might recommend lowering your blood pressure 
if it’s between 120/80 and 130/80 and you have other risk 
factors for heart or blood vessel disease.

High blood pressure is often “silent,” meaning it doesn’t 
usually cause symptoms but can damage your body, especially 
your heart over time. Having poor heart health also increases the 
risk of severe illness from COVID19. While you can’t control 
everything that increases your risk for high blood pressure – it 
runs in families, often increases with age and varies by race and 
ethnicity – there are things you can do. Consider these tips from 
experts with the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute’s 
(NHLBI) The Heart Truth program: 
1. Know Your Numbers. Everyone ages 3 and older should 

get their blood pressure checked by a health care provider 
at least once a year. Expert advice: 30 minutes before your 
test, don’t exercise, drink caffeine or smoke cigarettes. 
Right before, go to the bathroom. During the test, rest your 
arm on a table at the level of your heart and put your feet 
flat on the floor. Relax and don’t talk.

2. Eat Healthy. Follow a hearthealthy eating plan, such 
as NHLBI’s Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension 
(DASH). For example, use herbs for flavor instead of salt 
and add one fruit or vegetable to every meal.

3. Move More. Get at least 2 1/2 hours of physical activity 
each week to help lower and control blood pressure. To 
ensure you’re reducing your sitting throughout the day and 
getting active, try breaking your activity up. Do 10 minutes 
of exercise, three times a day or one 30minute session 
on five separate days each week. Any amount of physical 
activity is better than none and all activity counts.

4. Aim for a Healthy Weight. If you’re overweight, losing just 35%  of your weight can improve blood pressure. 
If you weigh 200 pounds, that’s a loss of 610 pounds. To lose weight, ask a friend or family member for help or 
to join a weight loss program with you. Social support can help keep you motivated. 

5. Manage Stress. Stress can increase your blood pressure and make your body store more fat. Reduce stress with 
meditation, relaxing activities or support from a counselor or online group. 

6. Have a Healthy Pregnancy. High blood pressure during pregnancy can harm the mother and baby. It also 
increases a woman’s risk of having high blood pressure later in life. Talk to your health care provider about 
high blood pressure. Ask if your blood pressure is normal and track it during and after pregnancy. If you’re 
planning to become pregnant, start monitoring it now. 

7. Stop Smoking. The chemicals in tobacco smoke can harm your heart and blood vessels. Seek out resources, 
such as smoke free hotlines and text message programs,  that offer free support and information.

8. Work with Your Doctor. Get help setting your target blood pressure. Write down your numbers every time 
you get your blood pressure checked. Ask if you should monitor your blood pressure from home. Take all 
prescribed medications as directed and keep up your healthy lifestyle. If seeing a doctor worries you, ask to 
have your blood pressure taken more than once during a visit to get an accurate reading. 

To find more information about high blood pressure as well as resources for tracking your numbers,  
visit nhlbi.nih.gov/hypertension.

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

8 Ways to Reach a Healthy Blood Pressure 
FAMILY FEATURES 

To take care of your heart, it’s important to know and 
track your blood pressure. Millions of Americans 
have high blood pressure, also called hypertension, 
but many don’t realize it or aren’t keeping it at a 

healthy level. 
For most adults, healthy blood pressure is 120/80 milli

meters of mercury or less. Blood pressure consistently above 
130/80 millimeters of mercury increases your risk for heart 
disease, kidney disease, eye damage, dementia and stroke. 
Your doctor might recommend lowering your blood pressure 
if it’s between 120/80 and 130/80 and you have other risk 
factors for heart or blood vessel disease.

High blood pressure is often “silent,” meaning it doesn’t 
usually cause symptoms but can damage your body, especially 
your heart over time. Having poor heart health also increases the 
risk of severe illness from COVID19. While you can’t control 
everything that increases your risk for high blood pressure – it 
runs in families, often increases with age and varies by race and 
ethnicity – there are things you can do. Consider these tips from 
experts with the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute’s 
(NHLBI) The Heart Truth program: 
1. Know Your Numbers. Everyone ages 3 and older should 

get their blood pressure checked by a health care provider 
at least once a year. Expert advice: 30 minutes before your 
test, don’t exercise, drink caffeine or smoke cigarettes. 
Right before, go to the bathroom. During the test, rest your 
arm on a table at the level of your heart and put your feet 
flat on the floor. Relax and don’t talk.

2. Eat Healthy. Follow a hearthealthy eating plan, such 
as NHLBI’s Dietary Approaches to Stop Hypertension 
(DASH). For example, use herbs for flavor instead of salt 
and add one fruit or vegetable to every meal.

3. Move More. Get at least 2 1/2 hours of physical activity 
each week to help lower and control blood pressure. To 
ensure you’re reducing your sitting throughout the day and 
getting active, try breaking your activity up. Do 10 minutes 
of exercise, three times a day or one 30minute session 
on five separate days each week. Any amount of physical 
activity is better than none and all activity counts.

4. Aim for a Healthy Weight. If you’re overweight, losing just 35%  of your weight can improve blood pressure. 
If you weigh 200 pounds, that’s a loss of 610 pounds. To lose weight, ask a friend or family member for help or 
to join a weight loss program with you. Social support can help keep you motivated. 

5. Manage Stress. Stress can increase your blood pressure and make your body store more fat. Reduce stress with 
meditation, relaxing activities or support from a counselor or online group. 

6. Have a Healthy Pregnancy. High blood pressure during pregnancy can harm the mother and baby. It also 
increases a woman’s risk of having high blood pressure later in life. Talk to your health care provider about 
high blood pressure. Ask if your blood pressure is normal and track it during and after pregnancy. If you’re 
planning to become pregnant, start monitoring it now. 

7. Stop Smoking. The chemicals in tobacco smoke can harm your heart and blood vessels. Seek out resources, 
such as smoke free hotlines and text message programs,  that offer free support and information.

8. Work with Your Doctor. Get help setting your target blood pressure. Write down your numbers every time 
you get your blood pressure checked. Ask if you should monitor your blood pressure from home. Take all 
prescribed medications as directed and keep up your healthy lifestyle. If seeing a doctor worries you, ask to 
have your blood pressure taken more than once during a visit to get an accurate reading. 

To find more information about high blood pressure as well as resources for tracking your numbers,  
visit nhlbi.nih.gov/hypertension.

improve blood pressure. If you weigh 200 
pounds, that’s a loss of 6-10 pounds. To lose 
weight, ask a friend or family member for 
help or to join a weight loss program with 
you. Social support can help keep you mo-
tivated.

5.  Manage Stress. Stress can increase your 
blood pressure and make your body store 
more fat. Reduce stress with meditation, re-
laxing activities or support from a counselor 
or online group.

6.  Have a Healthy Pregnancy. High blood 
pressure during pregnancy can harm the 
mother and baby. It also increases a wom-
an’s risk of having high blood pressure lat-
er in life. Talk to your health care provid-
er about high blood pressure. Ask if your 
blood pressure is normal and track it during 
and after pregnancy. If you’re planning to 

become pregnant, start monitoring it now.
7.  Stop Smoking. The chemicals in tobacco 

smoke can harm your heart and blood ves-
sels. Seek out resources, such as smoke free 
hotlines and text message programs, that off 
er free support and information.

8.  Work with Your Doctor. Get help setting 
your target blood pressure. Write down 
your numbers every time you get your 
blood pressure checked. Ask if you should 
monitor your blood pressure from home. 
Take all prescribed medications as directed 
and keep up your healthy lifestyle. If see-
ing a doctor worries you, ask to have your 
blood pressure taken more than once during 
a visit to get an accurate reading.

To find more information about high blood 
pressure as well as re sources for tracking your 
numbers, visit nhlbi.nih.gov/hypertension.

(BPT) - Prescription 
medications have many 
benefits, including manag-
ing pain, regulating chron-
ic conditions, preventing 
disease and more. Despite 
numerous positives, med-
ications can be dangerous 
to others in your household, 
especially kids.

As routines have changed 
and people are spending 
more time at home, par-
ents may be unintentionally 
leaving medications out and 
accessible to children. Ba-
bies and toddlers may rattle 
medicine bottles like a toy. 
Curious kids may think the 
contents inside are candy. 
Child-resistant caps aren’t 
enough, as many children 
can open them easily.

Every eight minutes a 
child goes to an emergency 
room for medicine poison-
ing, according to Safe Kids 
Worldwide, and three out 
of four ER visits for med-
icine poisoning are due to 
kids getting into parents’ 
or grandparents’ medicine. 
Unintentional injuries in-
cluding poisoning are the 
leading cause of mortality 
among infants and children 
in the United States, ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Research from the Amer-

ican Association 
of Poison Control 
Centers shows the 
vast majority (90%) 
of poisonings oc-
cur at home. That’s 
why it’s important 
to look at how you 
use medications in 
your household and 
adopt safer practices 
that include:

1) Never leave 
medications out: 
When busy multi-
tasking, you may 
leave your medica-
tion out on a counter or toss 
it in your purse or backpack. 
Leaving it out even for a 
minute could be enough 
time for a child to access 
and open it. Don’t leave 
medications where kids can 
see them or where they can 
easily be found, such as in 
drawers, on nightstands or 
in bags. If the medication is 
for your child when they are 

sick, never leave it in their 
bedroom.

2) Store medicines out of 
reach: Choose one storage 
location for all medication 
that is out of reach of chil-
dren. This can be anywhere 
throughout the home that is 
high and out of sight. Get in 
the habit of putting medica-
tion back in its safe storage 
location every time.

3) Use a locking 
container: Even 
though most pre-
scription containers 
have child-resistant 
caps, children can 
find ways to open 
them. Consider us-
ing Safe Rx Locking 
Pill Bottles to secure 
medications. The 
convenient portable 
containers require 
a four-digit code 
aligned from bottom 
to top to open. When 
you are done, you 

simply replace the cap and 
mix the numbers to lock the 
bottle securely.

4) Talk with your chil-
dren: Be honest with kids 
about the dangers of taking 
prescriptions. Adjust your 
conversation based on your 
child’s age, stressing that 
medications are only meant 
for the person the doctor 
prescribed them for and can 
be harmful to anyone else. 
Tell them to never take a 
medication without check-
ing with you first and if they 

FAMILY FEATURES
To take care of your heart, it’s important to 

know and track your blood pressure. Millions of 
Americans have high blood pressure, also called 
hypertension, but many don’t realize it or aren’t 
keeping it at a healthy level.

For most adults, healthy blood pressure is 
120/80 millimeters of mercury or less. Blood 
pressure consistently above 130/80 millimeters 
of mercury increases your risk for heart dis-
ease, kidney disease, eye damage, dementia and 
stroke. Your doctor might recommend lowering 
your blood pressure if it’s between 120/80 and 
130/80 and you have other risk factors for heart 
or blood vessel disease.

High blood pressure is often “silent,” mean-
ing it doesn’t usually cause symptoms but can 
damage your body, especially your heart over 
time. Having poor heart health also increases the 
risk of severe illness from COVID-19. While 
you can’t control everything that increases your 
risk for high blood pressure – it runs in families, 
often increases with age and varies by race and 
ethnicity – there are things you can do. Consider 
these tips from experts with the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute’s (NHLBI) The Heart 
Truth program:
1.  Know Your Numbers. Everyone ages 3 

and older should get their blood pressure 
checked by a health care provider at least 

once a year. Expert advice: 
30 minutes before your test, 
don’t exercise, drink caffeine or 
smoke cigarettes. Right before, 
go to the bathroom. During the 
test, rest your arm on a table at 
the level of your heart and put 
your feet flat on the floor. Relax 
and don’t talk.

2.  Eat Healthy. Follow a heart-
healthy eating plan, such as 
NHLBI’s Dietary Approaches to 
Stop Hypertension (DASH). For 
example, use herbs for flavor in-
stead of salt and add one fruit or 
vegetable to every meal.

3.  Move More. Get at least 2 1/2 
hours of physical activity each 
week to help lower and control 
blood pressure. To ensure you’re 
reducing your sitting throughout 
the day and getting active, try 
breaking your activity up. Do 10 
minutes of exercise, three times a 
day or one 30-minute session on 
five separate days each week. Any amount 
of physical activity is better than none and 
all activity counts.

4.  Aim for a Healthy Weight. If you’re over-
weight, losing just 3-5% of your weight can 
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Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.comCEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

change in ownership - formerly Gebhardt Insurance

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Baker Insurance 
Group

Sand Lake 4th of July CelebrationSand Lake 4th of July Celebration

FOOD AND MERCHANDISE VENDORS WILL BE LOCATED 
ALONG LAKE STREET THROUGHOUT THE CELEBRATION

Celebrating 152 years!Celebrating 152 years!
2021 SAND LAKE 4TH OF JULY  2021 SAND LAKE 4TH OF JULY  
SCHEDULE OF EVENTSSCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, JUNE 26 
SAND LAKE PARADE OF LIGHTS 
Please come help us celebrate our local heroes at our annual 4th of 
July celebration by joining us to honor those that serve our community 
everyday; Firefighters, Police Officers, and Rescue personnel. 
Starts at dusk approx 9:00pm ............................................................Lake Street

THURSDAY, JULY 1 
MIDWAY OPENS
Big Rock Amusements’ traveling amusement park with 30 carnival rides!
5pm ....................................................................................................... Salisbury Park
POOR MAN’S TRACTOR PULL
Garden Tractors pulling a weight transfer sled.
6:00pm ........................................................................................under water tower
LIVE MUSIC by SONIC PATRIOTS
Begins 7:00pm .....................................................................................near the VFW 

FRIDAY, JULY 2
MIDWAY OPENS
Big Rock Amusements’ traveling amusement park with 30 carnival rides! 
3:00pm ................................................................................................. Salisbury Park
GREASED PIG CONTEST
Bring the kids out to get their hands greased up and try to to catch a 
pig to take home. 
Registration starts 7:00pm .......................................... water tower event area
Contest begins at 7:30pm ........................................... water tower event area
LIVE MUSIC by BORDERLINE
Begins 7:30pm .....................................................................................near the VFW

SATURDAY, JULY 3
JR EAGLES COLONIAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER
Includes pancakes, sausage, eggs, & a beverage. Suggested donation 
amout is $8 per adult and $4 per child. Colonial characters will be present. 
Visit with Paul Revere, Betsy Ross, Samuel Adams & more!
8am-11am ...........................................  at the Tri-County Eagles, 32 E. Lake St.
CLASSIC CAR & ANTIQUE TRACTOR SHOW
2021 theme is Greased Lightning. Also, live music with the Doo-Waps 
taking the stage during the event. 
8:00am-registration  ............................................... Corner of Lake St. & 4th St.

KIDDIES DAY PARADE
Bike Decoarating from 10am to 11am at the Sand Lake Library. Greased Lightning 
decorating kits can be picked up starting June 23rd at the Library. Particpants will 
line up their Greased Lightning themed rides up and be voted on for prizes. 
11am-registration ...........................................................on Lake St., near 6th St.
11:30am-parade begins 

KIDDIES DAY ACTIVITIES
Fun and games for kids 12 and under.
12pm-1:30pm ...................................................................on 5th street near VFW
MIDWAY OPENS
Big Rock Amusements’ traveling amusement park with 30 carnival rides! 
1pm ....................................................................................................... Salisbury Park
CORNHOLE AMERICA TOURNAMENT
3:30pm ...................................................... on Lake St., in front of Aidens Place.
RODEO
Sand Lake Extreme Bulls & Barrels Rodeo with Lost Nations Rodeo Co.
Adults $10.00, Kids 12 and under $5.00
Gates open at 4pm ......................................................... under the water tower
Show starts at 7pm ......................................................... under the water tower
LIVE MUSIC by WHISKEY BUSINESS
Begins 7:30pm ............................................................................................ near VFW 

SUNDAY, JULY 4
RUN 4 THE 4TH RUN
“Run 4 the 4th” is a fun event for the whole family. This is a 4 mile Run/Walk 
event. Packet Pick-up will be at the Sand Lake White Pine Trail Pavilion.
6:30 - 7:30am Packet pick-up and day-of registration
8am ................................................................................................begins on Lake St.
GRAND PARADE REGISTRATION
Begins 11am ................................................................................................ on 9th St.
MIDWAY OPENS
Big Rock Amusements’ traveling amusement park with 30 carnival rides! 
12pm ..................................................................................................... Salisbury Park

GRAND PARADE
Begins 1pm ...............................................................................................Lake Street
DEMOLITION DERBY
Sand Lake 4th of July celebration presents night of destruction by 
Unique Motor Sports. Tickets go on sale at 1pm by the water tower. 
Adults- $10.00, Kids- $5.00, under 3 is free, Pit Passes- $20.00 
Rules and regulation forms can be picked up at Tri-County Body Shop or 
visit the website at www.unique-motor-sports.com
Gates open at 3pm ........................................................  under the water tower
Show starts at 6pm ......................................................... under the water tower
LIVE MUSIC by RHYTHM NATION
Begins 7:30pm ............................................................................................ near VFW

FIREWORKS
Begins at 10:30pm

PLEASE NOTE: 
•  NO SALE OF KNIVES WITH BLADES MORE THAN 3” LONG IS NOT PERMITTED
•  NO AIRSOFT GUNS ALLOWED AT CARNIVAL OR EVENTS
•  NO DOGS ALLOWED IN MIDWAY

JULY 1-4

Independent, Assisted Living 
& Memory Care Services

BrookRetirement.com

We offer units for both independent and assisted living lifestyles. 
If you are looking for independent living for yourself or assisted living for 

an aging loved one, let us help you make the right choice.

Cedar SpringsCedar Springs

Cal l for more infoCal l for more info 616.696.9555

QUALITY FLATWORK • POURED WALLS
LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

6653 - 136th St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

bunkerconcreteconstructionllc@gmail.com

P 616.636.5453
F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial

Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

48 Long Road
Sand Lake, MI

SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
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40 YEARS

Elder’s Forest Products, Inc.
BUYERS OF STANDING TIMBER

10367 Northland Drive
Rockford, MI 49341

616.866.9317
www.StandingTimberBuyer.com

We Sell
• Sawdust • Fence Boards

• Pre-sawed Lumber

8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

616-887-1791

www.spartachevy.com

w w w. Va n d e r h y d e F o r d . c o m

345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 
Telephone: 
866.553.3673

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLCLLC

616-636-5565 616-636-5565 oror 616-951-7171 616-951-7171

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas

Family owned & operated for over 30 years!

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals
• Licensed & Insured

Have a Safe and 
 Happy 4th of July!



Gypsy moth caterpillars have been busy 
this spring in areas across Michigan. As 
these now large caterpillars near the pupal 
or cocoon stage, tree defoliation is at its 
peak.

In highly infested areas, the caterpillars’ 
munching is audible, and round pellets of 
frass, or waste, rain down throughout the 
day and night. Oaks, aspens, willows, and 
other host trees may be nearly leafless, or 
defoliated, by their feeding.

The hairy, yellow-faced caterpillars with 
pairs of red and blue spots down their backs 
can be found on buildings, vehicles, equip-
ment or anything that’s been outside for a 
while.

Widespread invasive gypsy moth out-
breaks in Michigan became apparent in 
the mid-1980s. Suppression programs in 
the 1990s and 2000s introduced predators, 
parasitoids and a fungal disease called En-
tomophaga maimaiga to aid the naturally 
occurring nucleopolyhedrosis virus (NPV) 
in controlling populations.

NPV and the fungal disease have import-
ant benefits—they are specific to gypsy 
moth populations and do not affect peo-
ple, pets or beneficial insects like pollina-
tors or insect predators. In addition, they 
remain in the environment, continuing to 
help control gypsy moth populations ev-
ery year. The fungal disease spreads best in 
moist springs, so this year’s 
drought conditions may have 
slowed its activity.

These suppression efforts 
have continued to keep gyp-
sy moth populations largely 
in check since the 1990s, nat-
uralizing gypsy moth infesta-
tions into Michigan’s forests. 
Today, gypsy moth outbreaks 
are cyclical, peaking approx-
imately every seven to 10 
years. In these years, the vi-
rus and the fungal disease are 
spread more easily through 
dense populations, eventual-
ly causing a crash.

What to do right now
After six to eight weeks 

of feeding, caterpillars build 
cocoons. This inactive stage 
should be beginning now in 
the southern Lower Peninsu-
la and in one to two weeks in 

the northern Lower Penin-
sula, providing a natural end 
to the nuisance.

If trees have been defoliat-
ed in your yard, water them 
frequently to help them re-
flush and produce a second 
set of leaf buds for the year. 
Healthy forests will re-flush 
on their own with little to no 
long-term impacts.

Remember, some decline 
is natural. Removing old or stressed trees 
from the ecosystem is critical to allow for 
more vigorous regeneration to take their 
place.

While caterpillars prefer leaves, if forced 
to, they will eat needles on pines, spruces 
and other conifers. These trees cannot re-
flush, so remove caterpillars when possible 
to prevent tree loss.

The window for effective pesticide appli-
cation has passed, but if caterpillars remain 
a nuisance on your property, there are a few 
inexpensive but effective things you can do 
to protect individual trees.

Make a tree trunk trap: Cut a band of bur-
lap 18 inches wide and long enough to go 
around the tree trunk and overlap a bit. Tie a 
string around the center of the band to make 
a two-layered skirt around the trunk. When 
caterpillars climb trees daily to feed, they 
will get caught in the band. Scrape them 
into a bucket of soapy water to kill them.

Use a safe and easy spray: Soap and wa-
ter mixed in a garden sprayer can be applied 
to caterpillars climbing on trunks, decks or 
siding.

Gear up: It’s best to wear gloves when 
coming into contact with caterpillars, as 
their hairs can cause a slight allergic reac-
tion in some people.

For additional helpful tips, visit Michigan 
State University›s Integrated Pest Manage-

Ranger Steve’s
 Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Parasites 
and Parasitoids

We have heard much about ticks this year. Fortunately, I 
have not encountered any. The concern is not specifically 
the tick, but they can be quite annoying. They often move to 
trails where they stand on vegetation and grab onto whatever 
passes by. They cling to animals and walk on them to a loca-
tion suitable for sucking blood. It is the female that needs to 
suck blood to gain protein to nourish eggs. 

The small tick will engorge with blood and swell to the size 
of marble before dropping off. Generally, the tick sucking 
blood is not a health hazard, but it is a disturbing nuisance. 
Ticks are parasites which means they draw energy from a 
host without killing it. 

Ticks can carry various diseases that can significantly im-
pair the health of the host. The “dog tick” is most familiar 
and is easily seen. Much smaller ticks like the deer tick can 
carry Lyme disease that can be dangerous to the host health. 

Mosquitoes are another parasite where females suck blood 
and can spread diseases. They can infect dogs with heart-
worm. I have seen an infected dog that appeared to have had 
a stroke. Again, the mosquito bite and blood sucking is pri-
marily a nuisance. It is the diseases they can carry that is of 
greatest concern. 

It is wise to empty standing water containers frequently 
to prevent mosquitos from succeeding in reproduction. Us-
ing pesticides is dangerous to wildlife because it eliminates 
many insects including predatory insects. Pesticides reduce 
available bird food that is needed to rear young. Bird popula-
tions have been declining significantly in recent decades and 
use of pesticides is one cause. Elimination of healthy habi-
tat is a primary cause for wildlife decline. Well maintained 
lawns are a death sentence for most wildlife, like mammals, 
birds, reptiles, and essential insects. Allowing portions of the 
yard to have native plants provides healthy habitat.

Parasitoids are different from parasites. They kill their host. 
Most thrive on insects and other invertebrates. They are an 
extremely important biological control for species that many 
people consider pests. In gardens, they control insects that 
feed on vegetables and ornamental plants. Parasitoids and 
predatory insects are more susceptible to being killed by pes-
ticides. It is frequently counterproductive to use pesticides 
because insect pests recover more quickly than parasitoids 
and predators. The pests then become an increasing problem. 

Many parasitoid fly and wasp species lay eggs on a specific 
insect host species. The parasitoid stings the insect to lay its 
eggs. The eggs hatch and feed on non-vital host organs while 
the parasitoid matures. The pest insect continues to live and 
supplies the parasitoid with nourishment. When nearly ma-
ture, the parasitoid feeds on vital organs causing the host to 
die. The host pest cannot mature to produce more offspring. 

Caterpillars can be considered parasites when they eat 
leaves, but they seldom significantly injure the host. Gen-
erally, we refer them as herbivores like deer that eat leaves. 
Exceptions causing harm include things like exotic species 
that often do not have native parasitoids to control them. 

The gypsy moth is an exotic species that spread and has 
become a problem. They are currently infesting some oak 
forests in the region and defoliating trees. Few trees will die 
as a result but during the infestation massive caterpillar frass 
(poop) drops make it very unpleasant. Having trees defoliat-
ed in July is not desirable. Foresters do not treat forests with 
pesticides to control them because it costs more to treat trees 
than it saves for timber harvest. 

Nature niches contain par-
asites and parasitoids that are 
natural biological controls 
similar to birds as natural 
controls that feed on “pests.” 
Encourage a healthy envi-
ronment instead of trying to 
control it. 

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Rang-
er Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.
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DISCOUNT
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store Spend Your Summer On 

The Water

Boat Loans as low as 
3.49% APR*
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate can vary based on creditworthiness, our underwriting 
standards, and loan term. Rate is subject to change without notice. Payment example: borrow 
$25,000 at 3.49%. APR for 48 months = $558.80/month. Membership eligibility requirements. 
A finance charge of $50.00 will be assessed at the time of loan closing.

Michigan’s endangered pollinators: 
how you can help
From the Michigan DNR

Gypsy moth feeding season nearing its end
Help stressed yard trees now and remove egg masses this fall
From the Department of Natural Resources and the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development

Rusty patched bumble bee feeding on wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa), Photo by Kim Mitchell; USFWS.

When we say “pollina-
tor,” the image of a honey-
bee probably pops into your 
head. But many other spe-
cies are essential pollina-
tors, too. Plus, the honeybee 
is not a native bee! They 
were brought to America 
by European colonists in 
the 17th century. There are 
more than 450 species of 
native wild bee in Michi-
gan and around 4,000 in the 
U.S. So, while honeybees 
may be the face of the “save 
the bees” movement and 
our first idea of a pollinator, 
they are not the only ones 
in trouble.

The rusty patched bum-
blebee, the first wild bee 
to be listed, in 2017, as en-
dangered by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, is of 
particular concern for con-
servationists. Bumblebees 
are a keystone species in 
most ecosystems, meaning 
that they are necessary for 
native wildflower repro-
duction, creating seeds and 
fruits that feed wildlife and 
pollinating many differ-
ent crops. Because of their 
ability to buzz pollinate, 
these bees are very effec-
tive pollinators. They rely 
on hydrangea, locust trees, 
goldenrod, blueberry bush-
es, spotted Joe-pye weed 
and bee balm for food and 

shelter.
The yellow-banded bum-

ble bee is a USFWS spe-
cies of concern, and, while 
not listed as endangered, is 
relatively rare. They rely 
on goldenrod, which can 
be found in abundance in 
Michigan. Sometimes con-
sidered a weed, this plant 
provides much-needed nu-
trients to many different 
species. Instead of mowing 
over goldenrods or cutting 
them back, let them grow.

Epeoloides pilosulus, 
a kind of cuckoo bee, so 
named for laying their eggs 
in other species’ nest to off-
load rearing their young, 
was once found throughout 
the northern and eastern 
U.S. and southern Canada 
and was believed extinct 
until a specimen was found 
in Nova Scotia in 2002. 

Michigan State University 
researchers found a single 
specimen in 2018, after 
a 74-year absence in the 
state. This species relies en-
tirely on fringed loosestrife, 
a sprawling perennial with 
yellow flowers that is not 
related to the invasive pur-
ple loosestrife.

The Poweshiek skipper-
ling and Karner blue butter-
fly are two endangered but-
terflies found in Michigan. 
The skipperling, a small 
orange, brown and cream 
butterfly, has declined rap-
idly in the past 50 years 
due to habitat loss. Once 
common on native prairies 
of the Great Plains and Up-
per Midwest, this species is 
thought to now be concen-
trated in only six popula-
tions on earth, two of which 
are in Michigan. It relies 
on the grass species prairie 
dropseed and mat muhly to 
lay its eggs and black-eyed 
Susan flowers for food.

The Karner blue butter-
fly is entirely dependent 
on the wild lupine. Be-
cause of habitat loss, it now 
only is found in remnant 
oak savannas. The thumb-
nail-sized butterfly lays 
its eggs on or near lupine 
plants, and its caterpillars 
feed only on lupine leaves 
and flowers. This butterfly 
benefits from DNR pre-
scribed burns, which help 

wild lupine thrive.
All these rare pollinators 

would greatly benefit by 
passage of the Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act.

There are many other 
endangered and rare polli-
nators in Michigan. All are 
important for our local eco-
systems, and their decline 
has troubling consequenc-
es. Losing these species 
also means losing natural 
biodiversity and disrupting 
local environments. Many 
of the factors driving their 
decline are human-caused, 
like intensive farming, cli-
mate change, pesticide use 
and habitat loss.

So, how can you help 
these important, endan-
gered or rare species? Get 
involved. Community sci-
ence is one of the best ways 
to help revitalize these pop-
ulations.

Learn how to identify na-
tive pollinators and report 
your observations.

Become an MSU pollina-
tor champion.

Get involved in local hab-
itat restoration and protec-
tion projects.

Plant a pollinator gar-
den with the key plants 
these species rely on. Even 
a small patch of pollina-
tor-friendly greenery is 
helpful.

Questions? Contact Dan 
Kennedy at 517-896-2602.

Caterpillar: Gypsy moth caterpillars have paired blue and red dots down 
their backs and tufts of hair on their sides. Photo courtesy of Karla Salp, 
Washington State Department of Agriculture, Bugwood.org.

Pupae: By late June, caterpillars are reaching their pupal or cocoon 
stage, seen here. Photo courtesy of Karla Salp, Washington State De-
partment of Agriculture, Bugwood.org.

Egg masses: Gypsy moths’ brown, fuzzy egg masses should be re-
moved from trees, structures and equipment and properly destroyed. 
Photo courtesy of USDA APHIS PPQ.
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OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

ment gypsy moth webpage at CANR.MSU.
edu.

What’s next?
Approximately two weeks after cocoon-

ing, adult gypsy moths will emerge for a 
short mating cycle. Females are white with 
brown to black markings and do not fly. 
Males are gray to brown with dark mark-
ings and will fly to locate females. Females 
produce a single, fuzzy, tan to brown egg 
mass that can hold over 200 eggs.

Egg masses will persist until next spring 
when the hatch begins. To lessen impacts 
next year, it is important to look for, remove 
and destroy egg masses.

Look on trees, buildings, outdoor furni-
ture and playsets—anything that’s outside.

Use a scraper or hard plastic card to 
scrape egg masses into a container of soapy 
water.

Let them soak overnight, then bag and 

dispose of them.
Alternately, egg masses can be placed in 

a fire and burned.
Note that just scraping them onto the 

ground will not kill the eggs, and egg mass-
es will still hatch next spring.

It’s important to check for and remove 
egg masses from cars, equipment and any-
thing that has been outdoors before you 
pack up for your travels.

Leave firewood at home; it’s a common 
source for spreading gypsy moth.

To find out more about invasive gypsy 
moth life stages, identification and manage-
ment, visit Michigan.gov/Invasives.

Michigan’s Invasive Species Program is 
cooperatively implemented by the Depart-
ment of Environment, Great Lakes, and En-
ergy, the Department of Natural Resources 
and the Department of Agriculture and Ru-
ral Development.



Susie Q – 3-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Susie Q! Susie is a 
fun loving pup who would 
benefit from an active family. 
She loves to explore outside 
in the fenced yards at HSWM 
and play with with toys! Susie 
can be shy and cautious at 
first, and may need some 
patience as she warms up to 
her new home and new people. As long as you’re willing 
to take it slow, Susie will open up and show her true, loving 
personality! Susie would do best as the one and only pet in 
your life - she does love to be the center of attention after 
all! Since she can be a little unsure of new people at first, a 
home with older kids or adults only would be the best fit.

Big Boy - 8 year-old male – Domestic Shorthair
Though he might not look 
camera-ready, this poor puff 
is fighting his way through 
a fairly nasty ear and eye 
infection, and is feeling much 
better in his foster home! This 
sweet boy has a LOT to say, 
and will chat the ears off of 
anyone who will listen and talk 
back to him. He loves his two-
legged friends and likes to curl 
up in laps for lots of love and 
attention! He even likes being 

held and rocked like the baby that he is--and like most 
babies--he prefers to keep all of the love and attention for 
himself. As a result, Big Boy would prefer to be the only pet 
in the home. This cuddly furbaby gives hugs, lovin’, and is 
overall just the BEST snuggle buddy. If you’re looking for a 
scruffy man to dote on, then Big Boy is your guy!

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

NOTICE TO 
ALL CREDITORS:
The Virginia P. Ashley 
Revocable Trust
The Settlor, Virginia P. Ashley, 
date of birth January 28, 1937, 
who lived 281 Ronald Street, 
Cedar Springs, Michigan 
49319, died March 20, 2021. 
There is no personal repre-
sentative of the settlor’s estate 
to whom Letters of Administra-
tion have been issued.
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
The Virginia P. Ashley Revo-
cable Trust  u/a/d February 
20, 2006, as amended, will 
be forever banned unless 
presented to Daniel A. Taylor, 
Trustee, within four months 
after the date of publication.
Notice is further given that 
the Trust will thereafter be 
assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.

Theresa K. Cottrell (P41888)
6585 Belding Road, Suite C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902

Daniel A. Taylor, Trustee
c/o 6585 Belding Road, Suite C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902

Dated: June 24, 2021
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Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

small ads 
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696-3655

For Sale: Ping-Pong Table, 
$25.00. Hockey Table – 7’ 6” 
long x 4’ 2” wide, $75.00. Call 
616-206-7847 #25p

Several Families – 115 
Junco Court, Cedar Springs. 
Thursday, Friday from 9 am – 5 
pm. Saturday from 9 am – 3 pm. 
Something for everyone. Watch 
for signs. #25p

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/30/21.

WALMART IN GREENVILLE
On May 20, 2021, an associate 
from Walmart Store #2362, located 
at 1868 Warrensville Center Rd., 
South Euclid, Ohio reported that 
he could not locate a set of paper 
records associated with our vision 
center. We immediately conducted 
an extensive search for the 
records within the store and off-site 
retention locations. Unfortunately, 
we have not been able to locate 
the records. Although we cannot 
locate the records, our investigation 
has not identified any inappropriate 
access, or any indication of theft or 
other criminal activity.
Following our investigation, we 
determined that the affected 
records pertain to individuals who 
obtained glasses or contact lenses 
from the Walmart Store #2362 
vision center between January 1, 
2010 and December 31, 2017. 
The personal information that may 
have been contained in the records 
includes your name, address, 
phone number, information about 
your contact lenses or glasses 
such as your contact lens or 
glasses prescription strength, 
and dates associated with your 
contact lenses or glasses, such 
as your exam date. Information 
about your health insurance may 
also have been impacted, such 
as your subscriber ID and group 
number. Walmart has no indication 
that patient information has been 
misused in any way.
Walmart is continuing to review 
the facts and circumstances 
surrounding this matter and is 
evaluating whether additional 
safeguards can help prevent this 
type of incident from occurring in 
the future.
Although Walmart has no 
reason to believe that the patient 
information has been misused, or 
is likely to be misused, Walmart 
is sending individual notices to 
affected patients regarding the 
incident. If you have any questions, 
we encourage you to call our 
dedicated call center at (855) 731-
2986, Monday through Friday from 
8:00am to 5:30pm CT, excluding 
major holidays. As a reminder, 
please be vigilant when reviewing 
explanations of benefits and other 
information pertaining to you and 
always be cautious about requests 
to provide any personal or financial 
information over the phone, by text, 
or by email and verify the source of 
any such requests.
Walmart places great value in 
its patients’ trust and we are fully 
committed to protecting the privacy 
and security of patients’ personal 
information.

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY

next to meijer

We’re next 
door to 
Meijer.

How cool is 
that?!

CSHS CLASS REUNION 
Reunion CSHS class of 
2001, we are looking for 
you! Please email us at 
redhawkskeepintouch2001@
gmail.com for reunion details. 
#25p

NOTICENOTICE

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

41-04-14-301-003
41-04-15-301-001
41-04-15-301-002
41-04-15-301-003
41-04-15-301-004
41-04-15-301-005
41-04-15-301-006
41-04-15-301-007
41-04-15-301-009
41-04-15-301-011
41-04-15-326-001
41-04-15-351-008
41-04-15-376-002
41-04-15-401-001
41-04-15-426-002
41-04-15-483-006
41-04-15-483-011
41-04-15-483-016
41-04-15-483-017
41-04-15-483-018
41-04-15-488-012
41-04-22-126-001
41-04-22-151-002
41-04-22-151-006
41-04-22-151-007
41-04-22-151-008
41-04-22-151-009
41-04-22-151-010
41-04-22-151-011
41-04-22-155-014

41-04-22-155-015
41-04-22-155-017
41-04-22-155-019
41-04-22-155-020
41-04-22-155-021
41-04-22-155-022
41-04-22-155-023
41-04-22-155-024
41-04-22-155-025
41-04-22-155-026
41-04-22-155-027
41-04-22-155-029
41-04-22-226-001
41-04-22-276-021
41-04-22-276-022
41-04-22-276-024
41-04-22-276-025
41-04-22-276-028
41-04-22-276-029
41-04-22-278-001
41-04-22-278-002
41-04-22-278-005
41-04-22-278-008
41-04-22-278-012
41-04-22-278-018
41-04-22-278-019
41-04-22-278-020
41-04-22-278-021
41-04-22-278-022
41-04-22-326-001

41-04-22-326-003
41-04-22-326-004
41-04-22-326-005
41-04-22-326-007
41-04-22-327-001
41-04-22-327-002
41-04-22-327-003
41-04-22-327-004
41-04-22-327-005
41-04-22-327-006
41-04-22-327-007
41-04-22-327-008
41-04-22-327-009
41-04-22-327-010
41-04-22-327-013
41-04-22-327-017
41-04-22-327-018
41-04-22-376-001
41-04-22-376-011
41-04-22-376-019
41-04-22-376-020
41-04-22-376-024
41-04-22-376-026
41-04-22-376-027
41-04-22-376-034
41-04-22-376-035
41-04-22-377-010
41-04-22-377-013
41-04-22-377-024
41-04-22-377-025

41-04-22-377-026
41-04-22-377-034
41-04-22-377-036
41-04-22-377-039
41-04-22-377-041
41-04-22-377-042
41-04-22-426-002
41-04-22-427-004
41-04-22-476-012
41-04-22-476-013
41-04-22-476-015
41-04-22-476-019
41-04-22-476-020
41-04-22-476-021
41-04-22-476-022
41-04-22-476-023
41-04-22-476-034
41-04-27-126-002
41-04-27-126-003
41-04-27-126-005
41-04-27-126-006
41-04-27-126-007
41-04-27-201-003
41-04-27-201-006
41-04-27-201-007
41-04-27-201-010
41-04-27-201-011
41-04-27-201-012
41-04-27-201-013
41-04-27-201-014

Map of Special Assessment District
(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on Lincoln Lake or deeded or dedicated access thereto)

LINCOLN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County, 

Michigan, has determined on its own motion to renew certain public improvements consisting of the 
control of aquatic weeds, plants and algae in Lincoln Lake by means of periodic removal by chemical 
harvesting and other methods (the “Improvements”), pursuant to Act 188 of the Public Acts of Michigan 
of 1954, as amended.  The Township Board has tentatively determined that the cost of said Improve-
ments shall be specially assessed against each of the following described lots and parcels of land 
which are benefitted by the Improvements and which together comprise the following proposed special 
assessment district:

LINCOLN LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
Lots and parcels numbered:

Boundary of Lincoln Lake Weed Control Special Assessment District
TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer will hold a public hearing on July 

20, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. or shortly thereafter, at the Spencer Township Hall, 14690 Meddler Avenue, Gow-
en, Michigan, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed Improvements, the proposed special 
assessment district, and all other matters relating to said Improvements.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that preliminary plans and estimates of cost for the Improvements are on 
file with the Township Clerk for public examination.

The Township Board may proceed to carry out the proposed Improvements unless written objections 
from the record owners of land constituting more than 20% of the total land area in the proposed Special 
Assessment District to the Improvement are filed with the Township Board at or before the hearing.

PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE ADDED TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT 
AND THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF COST SHALL NOT BE INCREASED BY MORE THAN 10% WITH-
OUT FURTHER NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING.

Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Improvements may be necessary, without a change in 
the Special Assessment District, and in that event, such redeterminations may be made by the Township 
Board without further notice to record owners or parties in interest in the lands in the Special Assessment 
District, in accordance with the provisions of said Act 188.

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.
Dated:  June 24, 2021 Lisa Wright, Township Clerk

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., July 
14, 2021 at 7:00 PM at the Township Hall, 7450 
14 Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. The following 
application will be a matter for consideration:

Application by Huitsing Enterprises LLC/Case, 
Owner located at 8555 JeNeBe Dr., Rockford, 
MI, 49341 PP# 41-07-34-451-038, Location 
for addition to garage, existing garage to be 
demolished.  For release from Sec. 5.04 District 
Regulations and Section 2.01 B2, Existing Lots 
of record and any other applicable provisions 
of the Zoning Ordinance if deemed pertinent to 
permit reconstruction of a dwelling.

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting.  
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the 
meeting for any changes and instructions.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing.  Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.     

Courtland Township Zoning Board of Appeals
Dated: June 24, 2021

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

June 14, 2021
Board Members Present via Zoom:  Robert El-
lick, Art Gerhardt, Mark Hoskins, Jon Stout, Dor-
othy Willoughby
Board Members Absent: None
Also Present:  
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Pictome-
tery Billing; Kent County Road Commission In-
voice for 16 Mile; Offer on 14100 White Creek 
Property; Charge on Community Room Deposit; 
Velzy Park Restroom Ceiling; Removal of Tree 
Stump; Firefighter Training Reimbursement; Hir-
ing of Firefighter Candidates; Fire Department 
Vehicle Repairs; Date Set for Public Hearing for 
J-Star Motion Corporation. 
Failed: none.
No action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: CS Library thanked Solon 
Township for being a part of the team at CS Li-
brary and their contributions over the years. 
Adjournment:  8:30 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  June 24, 2021 Dorothy Willoughby, 
Clerk

see more see more LEGALSLEGALS on  on 
page 15page 15
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

Do youDo you  own own 
a businessa business
in the following areas?in the following areas?
• Cedar Springs
• Sand Lake
• Howard City

• Kent City
• Newaygo

Call me for a free 
professional 

marketing 
consultation.

Melissa Kleyn
Media Consultant

616.799.4967
sales@cedarspringspost.com

PP      STST
TheThe

P 616.696.3655 | F 616.696.9010

36 E. Maple Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Meeting of the Cedar 
Springs Election Commission

Monday, June 28, 2021 
Meeting at 4:00 p.m.

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

Dated:  June 24, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO NELSON 

TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS 
OF VOTER REGISTRATION 
FOR THE AUGUST 3, 2021 

ELECTION
Pursuant to petitions submitted as provided by 

the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana 
Act, the Nelson Township Board has scheduled a 
special Township election for a ballot proposal to 
be held on August 3, 2021. Any qualified resident 
of the Township who is not already registered 
may register to vote in-person, by mail or online 
until July 19, 2021. A qualified resident may also 
register to vote in person at the Nelson Township 
Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan 49343 
during the regular office hours of the Township 
Clerk, and on the day of the election. This is the 
proposal to be considered at the election. 

INITIATED ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR 
MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS

The Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 
Marihuana Act, Initiated Law 1 of 2018, (the 
“MRTMA” gives citizens the right to file petitions for 
an election to decide whether to permit marihuana 
establishments in the township. A sufficient petition 
has been filed with the Township, and so the 
following question is submitted to the electors.

Shall the Township of Nelson adopt an ordinance 
to permit two marihuana growers and two 
marihuana processors (as defined by the MRTMA) 
within the Township?

YES  ________

NO ________

Dated: June 24, 2021 Laura Hoffman, 
Township Clerk

Township of Nelson

4X4, AUTO, AIR, CRUISE, PL’S & PW’S, CD, ALLOY 
WHEELS

$$8,9958,995

Hours: MONDAY thru FRIDAY 9a.m.-6p.m. Hours: MONDAY thru FRIDAY 9a.m.-6p.m. 
Saturday 9a.m.-1p.m.Saturday 9a.m.-1p.m.
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mCar RentalsCar Rentals •  • Van RentalsVan Rentals •  • Full Repair FacilityFull Repair Facility

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 Corner of M-57 & M-91 DOWNTOWN GREENVILLEDOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195 616-754-7195 • • 1-800-557-71711-800-557-7171

2014 JEEP COMPASS

97K, PWR SEAT, BACKUP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH, 36 
MPG, CLEAN!  

2017 CHEVY MALIBU 

AWD, 71K, PWR MOON, HEATED CLOTH SEATS, 
BACKUP CAMERA 

2015 HONDA CR-V  EX

AWD, HEATED SEATS, REMOTE START, BACKUP 
CAMERA, TOW PKG

$$14,99514,995

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLE2  

85K MILES, DUAL PWR SEATS, BACKUP CAMERA, 
CLEAN 1-OWNER! 

2017 FORD FUSION

45K, HEATED LEATHER, BOSE, REMOTE START, 
FACTORY WARRANTY 

2018 CHEVY MALIBU LT

4X4, 78K MILES, AUTO, AIR, CRUISE, BLUETOOTH, 
PL’S & PW’S

$$14,99514,995

2017 JEEP PATRIOT 

68K MILES, BLIND SPOT, RAIN SENSING WIPERS, 
BACKUP CAMERA

2017 MAZDA 6 TOURING

AWD, HTD LEATHER, PWR REAR LIFTGATE, BLIND 
SPOT, VERY SHARP

2018 GMC TERRAIN SLT

$$14,99514,995 $$15,99515,995 $$17,99517,995

$$19,99519,995 $$21,99521,995 $$23,99523,995

most of us remain whole, at least on the outside. This man 
was in one piece, but we all know people who aren’t able to 
navigate because some part(s) of the body just don’t work 
like we might think of as normal. But this man, after 38 
years of bearing this infirmity, was able, by his obedience 
to Jesus’ command, to rise up and walk.  

Whatever needs to be overcome, there is none more pow-
erful than Jesus. Fear, doubt, addiction, anger, tolerance, 
prejudice, pain, impatience, we could each add to this list 
of physical and spiritual infirmities.  What strikes me in this 
encounter, is that the man did not complain of suffering, no 
self-pity, no cry of foul play; merely, “I have no one to put 
me in the water.” Jesus knew his needs intimately, just as he 
knows yours and mine. It is notable that this man was lying 
at the pool of Bethesda, before Jesus came God incarnate to 
a manger in Bethlehem.

One of the lessons for us today, is that this person’s in-
firmity didn’t prevent him from keeping on for 38 years. 
Being broken is not always visible to others around us, but 
Jesus knows and cares; and tells us to “come unto me, and 
I will give you rest.”   

“Wilt thou be made whole?”  

PulpitPulpit
...continued from page 5...continued from page 5

1. action - h  
2. drama - j
3. comedy - i
4. scary - a
5. musicals or dance - b
6. science fiction - c

P PO ORNC

What Kind of Movie?

Movie Treats
Check Out These Movies

       Don’t you love to see a good 
movie? My favorite place to see one
is at the drive-in. I like the giant 
screen and people-watching too.

A favorite movie treat:

(based on books)

There are many kinds of movies!
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1. The Little Prince
2. Percy Jackson &
   the Olympians:
   The Lightning Thief
3. Charlotte’s Web
4. The BFG
5. The Jungle Book
6. Harry Potter

A. A girl named Sophie befriends a gentle giant.
B. A young boy raised by wolves in the 
    jungle of India is taught by a bear.
C. An orphaned boy goes to a school for 
     wizards and learns about the world of magic.
D. A live-action film about farmyard 
    animals and one very special spider.
E. The son of an Olympian god uses
     his powers to find Zeus’ legendary weapon.
F. A girl becomes friends with her neighbor,
   a zany pilot, who tells her a whimsical story.

7. documentary - e
8. animated - g
9. fantasy - f
10. western - d

Created by Annimills © 2020

yet ended the state of emergency, citing a need to protect 
vulnerable populations in corrections, long-term care, and 
agriculture.

Rep. Ben Frederick, R-Owosso, welcomed the economic 
reopening but pushed for Whitmer to end the state of emer-
gency.

“Listening to the people in our community, I know every-
one is more than ready for our lives to return to normal,” 
Frederick said in a statement. “It is time for the governor 
to end the statewide emergency declaration and move away 
from one-size-fits-all orders to a place of true partnership as 
our local public health experts and communities take the lead 
on remaining mitigation needs.”

Although stores can open at full capacity, business owners 
told lawmakers last week they’re in “survival mode” because 
of rising prices, scarce labor, and supply chain struggles. 
Many blamed boosted $300/week federal unemployment 
benefits extended through September as a reason they can’t 
find workers.

MaskMask
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

ploma.
“These young men and women pushed themselves through 

a rigorous 22-week self-development program to better their 
futures and they should be extremely proud of their accom-
plishments,” said U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Paul D. Rogers, ad-
jutant general and director of the Michigan Department of 
Military and Veterans Affairs. “Their grit and determination 
will help prepare them for any challenge that may come their 
way.”

The graduating class consists of cadets from across the state, 
hailing from 36 different counties. As part of the curriculum, 
cadets participate in drill and ceremony formations, meet 
physical fitness standards, attend to academics and participate 
in community outreach.

“As part of their Youth Challenge experience, these cadets 
have provided a total of 2,884 hours of service to their com-
munity, averaging 27.2 hours per cadet,” said Anica Simmons, 
deputy director of the Michigan Youth Challenge Academy. 
“Their volunteer efforts provide additional opportunities for 
career exploration as well as enhancing community-needs 
awareness and understanding the importance of giving back.”

Candidates for the Youth Challenge Academy are 16-18 
years old and are at risk of not graduating high school. Be-
cause of the voluntary nature of the program, applicants can-

YouthYouth
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

not be mandated to attend by parents or the justice system. The 
next class of cadets will begin on July 18, 2021. Graduates of 
the Youth Challenge Academy are eligible for the Job Chal-
lenge program if they are physically and mentally capable of 
participation. The program focuses on career preparation and 
continues to provide opportunities for academic accreditation.

Both the Michigan Youth Challenge Academy and the 
Michigan Job Challenge program are free to participants and 
there is no requirement for military obligation. Interested 
parties can call 800-372-0523 or visit www.Michigan.gov/
MYCA for more information.

CatoosaCatoosa
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
in Catoosa,” wrote Walsh. “I stopped by the local Histor-
ical Museum. It was amazing that the museum volunteer 
remembered the 1993 act of kindness. It was apparent that 
Cedar Springs had left a lifelong impression on Catoosa. 
It was memorable for me to see the community in a much 
better place than May of 1993.

Following my recent visit, I left Catoosa with a genuine 
smile knowing that kindness and compassion will never go 
out of style.”    

We found a couple of old articles from 1993, talking 
about how Cedar Springs stepped in to help Catoosa start to 
rebuild, along with a couple of photos. Their population has 
now more than doubled to over 7,000 people. 

We hope that the people of Cedar Springs retain that same 
kindness they showed Catoosa by helping each other and 
their neighbors both near and far.

 

SafeSafe
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7
find any pills or bottles to bring them to you right away.

5) Dispose of unneeded medication properly: Check if 
your community has a drug disposal program for unneeded 
medications. Many pharmacies offer take-back programs 
as well to properly dispose of unused prescriptions. If noth-
ing is available near you, dispose of medications at home 
by mixing the pills or capsules in a container with an un-
appealing substance like dirt or cat litter before placing in 
the trash.

These steps will help significantly reduce the chances 
your child will access your medication. In case of emer-
gency, call poison control immediately. Program the poi-
son control center at 800-222-1222 into your home and cell 
phones. You may want to add this number on a sticky note 
or other label in your medicine storage space as well.

Launch your boat into a new season

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

(Family Features) Whether you’re racing 
against the waves or quietly floating with a 
pole in hand, a day on the water is hard to 
beat. However, before you can enjoy the ex-
citement of a new season, there are several 
steps you need to take to make sure your 
boat is ready for the ride.

System Check
Your boat’s fuel and electric systems need 

an experienced eye to determine potential 
problems. Cracked or damaged hoses and 
connections need to be replaced, and all fit-
tings and clamps should be checked to en-
sure they’re tight and secure. Test exhaust 
and ventilation systems, and replace worn 
or lose belts and cables, giving special at-
tention to the steering and throttle cables. If 
you didn’t change the oil and filter before 
putting your boat in storage, do so before 
the season begins. Also be sure to check oil, 
power steering fluid and coolant levels as 
well as running lights and emergency fea-
tures such as horns.

Battery Function
A reliable power source is essential for 

powering your trolling motor and operating 
accessories like fish finders when your en-
gine isn’t running. You’ll need to test your 
battery before heading out on the water. If 
it’s time for a replacement, look for a pow-
erful and cost-efficient option like Interstate 
Batteries’ Enhanced Flooded Deep-Cycle 
Marine Battery. The battery features a du-
rable design with extended battery life and 
includes a two-year, free replacement war-
ranty. 

Visual Inspection
After several months in storage, it’s 

a good idea to give your boat a thorough 

inspection so you can identify any holes, 
cracks or dings that may impact its perfor-
mance or safety. Scan the hull closely to for 
any abnormalities and check the propeller, 
as even minor dings and scratches can af-
fect its operation.

Careful Cleaning
Depending on the security of your storage 

space and how you covered your boat, you 
may not have much heavy cleaning to do. 
However, it’s a good idea to start the sea-
son fresh by giving everything a thorough 
wipe down. This can help illuminate any 
problems you may have overlooked during 
your visual inspection. In addition, using 
UV protectant on exposed surfaces can help 
prevent damage such as cracks and fading 
caused by harsh sunlight.

Safety Supplies
Before you hitch the trailer, take invento-

ry of your on-board safety supplies. Be sure 
your life jackets are in good condition and 
that you have options to appropriately fit all 
passengers. Check fire extinguishers to en-
sure they’re in good working order and test 
the carbon monoxide detector (or add one 
if there’s not already a detector installed). 
Also scan your safety kit; update any ex-
pired items and replenish your supply of 
bandages or other items that may be run-
ning low.

Find more information to get your sum-
mer on the water underway at interstatebat-
teries.com. 

Finding the Best Battery for Your Boat
No matter how you spend your time on 

the water, a durable and reliable battery is 
a must. Learn what kind of battery is best 
for your boating needs from the experts at 

Interstate Batteries:
Starting: Whether you’re sailing the 

ocean or ripping it up in a motorboat, start-
ing batteries are built to withstand most ma-
rine conditions. 

Deep-Cycle: These batteries are the most 
popular line of marine batteries and offer 
strong, reliable power. This type of bat-
tery is used to start your trolling motor and 
power other accessories like fish finders 

whether your 

engine is running or not.
Dual-Purpose: Originally developed for 

military tanks and submarines, this type of 
battery has the staying power of a deep-cy-
cle battery coupled with high-cranking per-
formance.

Powersport: When you’re trying to catch 
every wave, the last thing you want is a 
weak battery. These top-quality batteries 
are built to withstand the most rugged con-
ditions on the water.
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Gold & Plump
Drumsticks

97¢97¢/lb/lb

FamilyFamily
PackPack

Best 
Choice 
Charcoal
16lb Bag

Doritos Chi Chi’s Chips 11oz

2/$42/$4 2/$42/$4

Grissom’s 
Variety Donuts 
11oz 2/$32/$3

© December 2013 Moran Foods, LLC.  All rights reserved.  We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed on back. Not all items available in all stores. Not responsible for typographical errors. 1213FOM

129
lb

179
lb 599

ea

39¢
lb

2
for

$3

149
lb

Roma
Tomatoes
Tomates roma

Spiral Half 
Ham
Jamón

Bell 
Peppers
Pimientos

Simmons 
Boneless 
Wyngz
Honey BBQ 
or Buffalo 
Alas de pollo sin hueso

Cabbage
Col

Hillbilly
Bread
20 oz
Aunt Millie’s Seeded 
Italian Bread, 24 oz: 2 for $3

Frozen 
Bone-In 
Honeysuckle 
Turkey Breast
Pechuga de pavo con hueso

299
ea 219

ea 499
ea 279

ea
3
for
$5 199

ea
Hickory Springs
Sliced Bacon
12 oz
Tocineta

Farmington
Roll Sausage
16 oz, Hot or Mild
Chorizo de cerdo

Shaner’s 
Chicken Strips 
or Tenders
18-28 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Tiras de pollo

Fairgrounds
Sliced Lunchmeat
14 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Jamones y embutidos

Oscar Mayer
Wieners or Bologna
16 oz
Salchichas o mortadela

Farmington
Smoked Sausage
13-14 oz, 
Assorted Varieties
Salchicha ahumada

lb
bag2

Idaho
Potatoes
Papas Idaho, 
bolsa de 10 libras

Fresh Boneless
Skinless 
Chicken Breast
Pechuga de pollo 
sin hueso

179
lb

10lb
bag

99¢
ea

lb
bag2 299

lb

99¢
lb

4
for
$5

Fresh 
Ground 
Chuck
Carne molida fresca

Whole
Chickens
Pollo entero

2 Liter Coke 
Products
Assorted Varieties,
Plus Deposit 
Where Required

Fresh 
Boneless Beef 
Chuck Roast
Family Pack Fresh 
Boneless Beef Chuck Steak: $3.99 lb 
Trozo de diesmillo de res sin hueso

23776 - BI 23776 - BI
All prices effective Sunday, December 1st to Saturday, December 14th Precios válidos del Domingo 1 de Diciembre al Sábado 14 de Diciembre

249
lb249

ea

49¢
ea

349
lb

299
ea

179
lb

Pork Spare 
Ribs
Previously Frozen
St. Louis Ribs, 
Previously Frozen: $2.49 lb
Costillas de cerdo

Mixed
Pork Chips
Chuletas de cerdo 
seleccionadas

Save-A-Lot® 
Gallon 
Chocolate
Milk

Family 
Pack

Family 
Pack

Carrots
Zanahorias

Everyday

Everyday

Save-A-Lot®

Gallon Milk

229
ea

Everyday!

Eastern & 28th St 

Store Under 

New 
Management!

Amazing quality. Fantastic prices. 
Satisfaction guaranteed.

La más alta calidad. Precios increíblemente bajos. 
Satisfacción garantizada.

holidaysavings... Ahorros
Navideños

 We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

Cedar Springs, MI
14301 White Creek Ave NE 

(616) 696-5212

Sale prices good, Friday, June 25 through Thursday, July 1, 2021

Hours: 
Sun-Sat 9am-8pm 

We accept 
Apple Pay and Google Pay
and gladly accept EBT, WIC, 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover

Blackberries 
6oz

Jalapenos

Visit SaveALot.com/99DaysofSummer for details

1.891.89/lb/lb

6.496.49eaea

Just Bare
Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breasts

XL Green Peppers

Southern 
Peaches

Fresh 
Sweet Corn

Red Grapes

Fresh Blueberries 
Pint

More fresh food. 
More fresh savings.

SER!OUS Bean Co
Baked Beans 
Assorted Varieties, 15.5-15.75oz 2/$12/$11.991.99/lb/lb

2/$12/$1

99¢99¢/lb/lb

2/$12/$1

2/$42/$4

69¢69¢/lb/lb

2/$42/$4

HURRY IN!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Always 
Save 
Sliced 
Bacon 
12oz 2/$32/$3

1.491.49/lb/lb

Nectarines


