
Teresa Hathaway, Execu-
tive Director of Alpha Fam-
ily Center has issued a per-
sonal challenge to everyone!

If $50,000 can be raised by 
September 1, 2020 ($25,000 
for LifeWalk and $25,000 
for Alpha’s Ultrasound Proj-
ect 20/20 Vision for LIfe!) 
she will have her hair cut 
and clipped off LIVE while 
riding on Alpha’s Red Flan-

nel Festival Parade float on 
Saturday October 3, 2020. 
“If the parade is cancelled 
for whatever reason, I will 
have it done LIVE on Face-
book,” she said.

As we announced last 
month, Alpha is hosting a 
Virtual LifeWalk this year. 
“Although we will not be 
gathering together for this 
year’s fundraiser, there’s 

nothing that says we can’t 
still have fun while fund-
raising for the life affirming 
ministry of Alpha Family 
Center,” said Hathaway. 
“Visit our website www.al-
phafamilycentercs.org and 
click on the Events page for 
more ideas on how to make 
it fun and all the information 
you need to participant.”

receive approv-
al for that use 
by the Planning 
Commission.

Marihuana 
businesses that 
meet the State’s 
pre-qualifica-
tion require-
ments will be able to submit 
site plan applications and City 
marihuana license application 
materials by July 16 for the 
August 11 Planning Commis-
sion meeting.

The City is requiring a 
1000-foot separation from all 
pre-existing K-12 schools, 
measured from the prop-
erty line for all marijuana 
businesses. There will be no 
marijuana business permitted 
on Main St. south of Ash St 
nor on Muskegon east of the 
White Pine Trail. 

No marijuana business may 
share a parcel with any res-
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City votes to permit marijuana 
businesses 7-1

A farmer’s market and novelty food trucks offered 
great food during the Sand Lake community give 
back event the weekend of June 5. Courtesy photos.

During the weekend of 
June 5, the Village of Sand 

Lake became the 
intersection between 
novelty foods, a 
farmer’s market and 
community give 
back. 

Big Red’s BBQ, 
based out of Howard 
City, was on hand to 
dish up great smells 
and awesome grilled 
dishes; the farmer’s 
market vendors of-

fered honey, fresh produce, 
flowers, and clothing; and Big 
Mike’s Kettle Corn served 
amazing kettle corn and fresh 
squeezed lemonade.  

At a time in America when 
finances are shaky and busi-
ness owners are suffering, the 
Village of Sand Lake part-
nered with Big Red’s BBQ 
for the community give back 
event.  Big Red’s BBQ donat-
ed 10 percent of its weekend 
profits to the Village of Sand 
Lake.  In turn, the Village of 

Sand Lake gave the entire 
$600 back to local business-
es, who suffered during the 
COVID19 pandemic.  

“We had seven businesses 
that were directly impacted, 
either through mandated clo-
sure or through ‘carry out’ 
only,” said Village President 
Tracy Quinlan.

The Village of Sand Lake 
intends to expand on com-
munity give back by bringing 
food trucks to the first annual 

           BENEFIT continues on page 8

Three suffer 
serious injuries 
in Pierson crash
Several other patients 
treated at the scene

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police (MSP) 
Lakeview Post are investi-
gating a two-vehicle traffic 
crash in Pierson last Friday 
that sent three people to the 
hospital and injured several 
others.

Troopers were dispatched 
to the scene on Friday, June 
12, 2020 at approximately 
5:55 pm on Federal Rd. at 
Cannonsville Rd. in Mont-
calm County.  

Their preliminary investi-
gation revealed a 2004 Saturn 
was driving south on Federal 
Rd. when it struck a 2008 
Cadillac that pulled into its 
path while turning left onto 
Federal Rd. from Cannons-
ville Rd. The driver of the 
Saturn, a 25-year-old female 
from Grand Rapids, and two 

passengers of the Saturn, a 
22-year-old male from Rock-
ford and a 21-year-old female 
from Pierson, were transport-
ed to local hospitals in Grand 
Rapids for serious injuries. A 
21-year-old male passenger 
from Pierson in the Saturn 
suffered minor injuries and 
was treated on scene. 

The driver of the Cadillac, 
a 47-year-old female from 
Byron Center and the pas-
sengers, a 17-year-old female 
from Byron Center and an 
18-year-old male from Way-
land, suffered minor injuries 
and were treated on scene. 
The crash remains under in-
vestigation.

Troopers were assisted 
by Montcalm County EMS, 
LIFE EMS, MMR, and Sand 
Lake Fire Department.

By Judy Reed

After a seventh-month long 
process of community forums 
and public input that began 
in November 2019, the City 
of Cedar Springs voted last 
Thursday evening, June 11, 
to allow the licensing and op-
eration of adult recreational 
marijuana businesses within 
its city limits.

The vote was 7-1, with 
Councilman Jerry Gross Sr. 
dissenting.

When the statewide vote 
passed in the fall of 2018 to 
allow recreational marijuana 
use and sales, Cedar Springs 
initially opted out early on, 
saying they would consider 
it once the state came up with 
a set a guidelines. Once the 
state had guidelines in place, 
the City then brought it back 
up for consideration. 

The City will allow an un-

limited number of Growers, 
Excess Growers, Processors, 
Microbusinesses, Retailers 
and Safety Compliance Facil-
ities, subject to certain zoning 
requirements, Planning Com-
mission approval and a licens-
ing fee.

“The City is excited to work 
with the marihuana industry 
to bring high-quality jobs to 
Cedar Springs while simul-
taneously providing citizens 
with access to products with 
both medical and recreation-
al uses” said City Manager 
Mike Womack. “The City 
Council and Planning Com-
mission put a lot of work into 
developing these ordinances 
that reflect the will of the 59 
percent of Cedar Springs vot-
ers that voted in favor of IL 1 
of 2018.”

All proposed marihuana 
businesses are considered 
Special Land Uses and must 

Virtual LifeWalk challenge

Alpha Family Center Direc-
tor Teresa Hathaway has 
issued a challenge to this 
year’s LifeWalk participants.

idential use (no apartments 
upstairs), and they may not 
share a property line with a 
single-family residential use.

For a quick guide summa-
ry on the regulations, go to 
https://cityofcedarsprings.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/06/
MJ-Quick-Guide.pdf.

Prospective businesses and 
interested persons can find 
more information related to 
the City’s ordinances at www.
cityofcedarsprings.org. Addi-
tional questions related to the 
City’s marihuana ordinances 
can be directed to City Man-
ager Mike Womack at manag-
er@cityofcedarsprings.org.



and location they run or walk during the 
third weekend in August.

“Despite not being able to run together 
this year, we wanted to continue the tradi-
tion of Danish fun and promote physical ac-
tivity,” said race co-director Danielle Wells. 
“Our top priority is keeping people safe and 
limiting large crowds, but we still hope to 
help motivate summer training and healthy 
habits.”

Participants can run or walk the un-
marked Danish Dash open course if they 
choose. The USA Track & Field certified 
5K course begins and ends on Faber Street 
near Baldwin Heights Elementary School 
in Greenville. It travels through Tower 
Park, past historic Manoka Lake, around 
Baldwin Lake, past scenic views of Taylor 
Hops, and concludes with a gradual hill up 
Marvel Drive.

Whether running or 
walking the normal course or doing it at 
location of your choosing, participants are 
asked to complete the event during the day-
light hours between Friday, August 21 and 
Sunday, August 23.

Danish Dashers are asked to send in pho-
tos of themselves, friends, kids or furry race 
partners to danielle.wells@spectrumhealth.
org or text to 517.420.2404 so race organiz-
ers can share the fun via social media.

Those who register before July 31 will 
be guaranteed a custom-designed Danish 
Dash 2020 race shirt. Extra shirts will be 
available on a first come, first served basis 
in limited sizes.

Shirt pick-up will be Thursday, August 
20 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Spec-
trum Health United Lifestyles building lo-

Raffle winner Brenda Krueger is shown here with Library director 
Donna Clark (in the mask) and Brenda’s two children Nathaniel and 
Rebekah. Courtesy photo.
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president 

George 
Washington 
had his own 

brewhouse on 
the grounds of 
Mount Vernon.

Library raffle winner

Danish Dash to be held 
virtually
Join for fitness and fun 
August 21 through August 23.

GREENVILLE, Mich., June 12, 2020 – Runners and walk-
ers can still get their Dane on this August by 
participating in a virtual Spectrum Health 
Danish Dash. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns and social 
distancing guidelines, the 5k race and walk 
will convert to a three-day open course 
event where participants pick the time 

Brenda Krueger, her son Nathaniel and daughter 
Rebekah, won the Cedar Springs Library’s Grand 
Registration Launch Prize! The Library was able to 
offer a giant popcorn basket, thanks to Mission Point, 
(formerly Metron of CS) for one lucky winner, who 
signed up June 8 and June 16 for the summer reading 
program online.  

“Brenda’s name was drawn and she and her chil-
dren came for the prize a few hours later,” said Li-
brarian Donna Clark.  

Nathaniel also had earned enough points by read-
ing and attending special online programs that he was 
able to claim his packet of local coupons for finishing 
(5) levels for his age group. 

“They were very excited and mentioned that they 
plan to take a trip and will enjoy sharing the popcorn 
and other goodies in the basket,” said Clark.

 Sign up now for the Summer Reading Program 
at https//cedarsprings.readsquared.com.  Get points 
for reading and for linking into their many pro-
grams. Spend your points on great local prizes in our 
Reading Raffle—prizes like a hoverboard, a one night 
stay for a family of four at the Cedar Springs Holiday 
Inn Express, a subscription to Netflix and a Firestick, 
$25 gift cards to local restaurants, and more!  Fulfill 
this year’s theme, “Imagine your story!”

Beginning next week, the CS Library will be open 
by appointment, and the following week at 25 percent 
capacity—22 people at a time.

KDL closing Internet gap by mailing 
hotspots to households

 An expanded initiative by Kent District Library will al-
low patrons to get Internet access delivered straight to their 
home.

The library has added 700 new hotspots to the collection, 
increasing the number to 833. The hotspots are part of the 
Beyond Books Collection and are available to library card-
holders age 18 and older.

“With an estimated 24,000 households without broad-
band access in Kent County, 
during this time of crisis, it’s 
important to help as many 
people as we can,” said 
Carrie Wilson, Director of 
Library Services at KDL. 
“With so many people work-

ing and learning from home, the need for Internet access is 
greater than ever before.”

To check out a hotspot, visit kdl.org and search on the 
term “hotspot.” Hotspots will be mailed to households 
while KDL branches are closed due to the Coronavirus pan-
demic. When KDL opens, hotspots will be able to be picked 
up at the branches. People who live in the KDL service area 
and do not have a library card can register for one online at 
kdl.org/virtual or by calling 616-784-2007.

A Wi-Fi hotspot is a small piece of equipment that 
will set up a wireless network that allows a houseful of 
people to connect to the Internet via cellular service. 
People can also access free Wi-Fi from KDL parking lots. 
All branches maintain strong Wi-Fi signals so people 
can use free internet outside the building.



The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, June 18, 2020   Page 3

           CORNER- continues on page 5

                 GAS- continues on page 10

City Hall Corner
By Mike Womack, Cedar Springs City Manager

2020 Subscription Rate ...............$40 per year
3 Month Subscription ...........................................$15
6 Month Subscription ...........................................$25

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010 

published weekly, USPO third-class postal permit #81. 
Publisher: ....................................Lois Allen
Editor/Reporter:  ........................ Judy Reed
Columnist: ...................Ranger Steve Mueller
Graphic Design/Comp.: .. Belinda Sanderson
Advertising Consultants: .......,Melissa Kleyn,
............................. Juliann Leggett, Marybeth Ford
Office Manager:  ..................... Mary Randall

E-mail us at:  happenings@cedarspringspost.com
	 classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
 obits@cedarspringspost.com
 news@cedarspringspost.com
 sports@cedarspringspost.com
 design@cedarspringspost.com
 sales@cedarspringspost.com
 legals@cedarspringspost.com
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

www.cedarspr ingspost .com
Check out our website at:

PP      STSTTheThe
www.cedarspringspost.com

Homeschool partnership  
opportunities for  

Academics and Athletics 

14471 Sparta Ave.,  Kent City      616.678.7480        www.algomachristian.net 

Algoma Christian School thanks our 2020 Feed the Need business 
sponsors. With your support, ACS students and staff will soon be 

packing, sealing and shipping over 10,000 meals to children in Haiti. 
Your investment will continue to powerfully impact students and 

families, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR!!  
 Christ-centered education Pre-K to 12th Grade            
 Wee Knights Child Development Center 
 Family friendly tuition rates 
 Highly qualified teachers with small class sizes  
 Weekly age appropriate chapels and small groups 
 KCTC, Dual Enrollment , and AP Courses options available  
 Electives: Art, Band, Yearbook, Computers, Music, Spanish, and more 
 Athletics in the Great Lakes 6 League:  

Boys’ soccer, basketball, and baseball  
Girls’ volleyball, basketball, and soccer  

Student achievement above state & national norms
Accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International 

Visit algomachristian.net to enroll or call 616.678.7480 to schedule your tour today.  
 

Algoma Christian School is dedicated to  
Academic Excellence, Christ-like Character, and Service to Others. 

Homeschool partnership  
opportunities for  

Academics and Athletics 

14471 Sparta Ave.,  Kent City      616.678.7480        www.algomachristian.net 

Algoma Christian School thanks our 2020 Feed the Need business 
sponsors. With your support, ACS students and staff will soon be 

packing, sealing and shipping over 10,000 meals to children in Haiti. 
Your investment will continue to powerfully impact students and 

families, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR!!  
 Christ-centered education Pre-K to 12th Grade            
 Wee Knights Child Development Center 
 Family friendly tuition rates 
 Highly qualified teachers with small class sizes  
 Weekly age appropriate chapels and small groups 
 KCTC, Dual Enrollment , and AP Courses options available  
 Electives: Art, Band, Yearbook, Computers, Music, Spanish, and more 
 Athletics in the Great Lakes 6 League:  

Boys’ soccer, basketball, and baseball  
Girls’ volleyball, basketball, and soccer  

Student achievement above state & national norms
Accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International 

Visit algomachristian.net to enroll or call 616.678.7480 to schedule your tour today.  
 

Algoma Christian School is dedicated to  
Academic Excellence, Christ-like Character, and Service to Others. 

Homeschool partnership  
opportunities for  

Academics and Athletics 

14471 Sparta Ave.,  Kent City      616.678.7480        www.algomachristian.net 

Algoma Christian School thanks our 2020 Feed the Need business 
sponsors. With your support, ACS students and staff will soon be 

packing, sealing and shipping over 10,000 meals to children in Haiti. 
Your investment will continue to powerfully impact students and 

families, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR!!  
 Christ-centered education Pre-K to 12th Grade            
 Wee Knights Child Development Center 
 Family friendly tuition rates 
 Highly qualified teachers with small class sizes  
 Weekly age appropriate chapels and small groups 
 KCTC, Dual Enrollment , and AP Courses options available  
 Electives: Art, Band, Yearbook, Computers, Music, Spanish, and more 
 Athletics in the Great Lakes 6 League:  

Boys’ soccer, basketball, and baseball  
Girls’ volleyball, basketball, and soccer  

Student achievement above state & national norms
Accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International 

Visit algomachristian.net to enroll or call 616.678.7480 to schedule your tour today.  
 

Algoma Christian School is dedicated to  
Academic Excellence, Christ-like Character, and Service to Others. 

Homeschool partnership  
opportunities for  

Academics and Athletics 

14471 Sparta Ave.,  Kent City      616.678.7480        www.algomachristian.net 

Algoma Christian School thanks our 2020 Feed the Need business 
sponsors. With your support, ACS students and staff will soon be 

packing, sealing and shipping over 10,000 meals to children in Haiti. 
Your investment will continue to powerfully impact students and 

families, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR!!  
 Christ-centered education Pre-K to 12th Grade            
 Wee Knights Child Development Center 
 Family friendly tuition rates 
 Highly qualified teachers with small class sizes  
 Weekly age appropriate chapels and small groups 
 KCTC, Dual Enrollment , and AP Courses options available  
 Electives: Art, Band, Yearbook, Computers, Music, Spanish, and more 
 Athletics in the Great Lakes 6 League:  

Boys’ soccer, basketball, and baseball  
Girls’ volleyball, basketball, and soccer  

Student achievement above state & national norms
Accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International 

Visit algomachristian.net to enroll or call 616.678.7480 to schedule your tour today.  
 

Algoma Christian School is dedicated to  
Academic Excellence, Christ-like Character, and Service to Others. 

Citizens of Cedar 
Springs,

The last few months have been bi-
zarre in the world, and we have felt 

Lakeview MSP Post welcomes 
new Commander

F/Lt. Andrew Fias

The Michigan State Police (MSP) Lakeview Post is 
pleased to announce F/Lt. Andrew Fias as its new com-
mander as of Sunday, June 14, 2020.  Fias, a native of Clio, 
is a U.S. Air Force veteran, serving our country from 1988–
1992. He has over 26 years with MSP as a graduate of the 
109th Trooper Recruit School.

Following his graduation from trooper recruit school in 
1994, Fias was stationed at the Newaygo Post as a troop-
er before being assigned to the Metropolitan Enforcement 
Team (MET) in 2000.  Following his assignment with MET, 
Fias was assigned to the Joint Terrorist Task Force in 2003.  

In November of 2003, Fias was promoted to detective 
sergeant at the Hart Post before being assigned to the West 
Michigan Enforcement Team (WEMET) in 2007, where he 
was also promoted to detective lieutenant as a member of 
that team. In 2014, Fias was promoted to detective first lieu-
tenant where he commanded both WEMET and the State 
Sheriffs Chiefs Enforcement Narcotics Team (SSCENT).  

In 2018, Fias became the Multijuris-
dictional Task Force Command-
er, where he commanded the 
Central Michigan Enforcement 
Team (CMET), Mid-Michigan 
Narcotics Enforcement Team 
(MINT), MET, WEMET, and 
SSCENT, before being se-
lected as the new post com-
mander of the Lakeview Post.

As the Lakeview post commander, Fias will administer 
State Police services to the counties of Montcalm, Ionia, 
and Gratiot.  Fias has been married for 32 years, has two 
children, and is expecting his fourth grandchild this fall.

Fias replaces Kevin Sweeney, who was promoted to Cap-
tain, and now works at the MSP Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security Division at agency headquarters in 
Lansing.

the effects of it here locally too.   A horrible disease has sickened 
and killed many, civil rights protests have been marred by vio-
lence and both resulted in stay at home orders, closed businesses 
and curfews. Having to stay at home, not going to school or 
work, not being able to see friends or family and not being able 
to visit your favorite restaurants for a sit-down meal has been a 
very frustrating experience all around for everybody.

City Hall staff have continued to work throughout this whole 
ordeal as essential workers.  We have practiced social distanc-
ing, wear masks as required, lots of hand-washing and sanitizing 
to keep everybody at City Hall healthy and safe.  As we reopen 
City Hall this week, we will be implementing new safety guide-
lines such as asking non-essential business still be conducted by 
phone or e-mail, continued use of the payment drop boxes and 

please wear a mask if you enter City Hall. The Public Library 
will also be charting a course to safely reopening soon with their 
safety guidelines and we all look forward to serving the citizens 
of our community in-person again. 

Over the next several weeks we will be seeing a slow return 
to normal-ish with the business community as well.  Bars and 
restaurants will be able to start limited sit-down service in ad-
dition to their continued take-away options.  Most retail stores 
will be open with a limited capacity and other businesses will 
be reopened with new safety precautions as the COVID19 
threat diminishes.  These new precautions that businesses will 
be implementing are for the safety of both the public and for 
the businesses own staff. Please help keep everybody safe by 
following the implemented safety precautions at our local busi-
nesses.  Please practice empathy and be slow to anger if things 
aren’t being done as quickly as they used to be or if small mis-
takes are made, this is all kind of new to all of us.  Also, please 
think twice before posting complaints to social media instead of 
addressing your concerns with 

How many times did you 
buy gas during COVID-19? 
GasBuddy reveals Grand Rapids ranked fourth among 
U.S. cities that filled up the most in the midst of pandemic

BOSTON — On average 
a person in Dallas visited 
the pump nearly twice as 
often as one living in Las 
Vegas between March 1 to 
May 31, 2020. In the same 
time span, a person in Bir-
mingham, Ala. bought 31 
percent more gasoline than 
someone in Los Angeles.  

A lot can be learned about 
a city by looking at what’s 
happening at their gas sta-
tions. GasBuddy, the travel 
and navigation app that is 

used by more North Amer-
ican drivers to save money 
on gas, today shares how 
the top 50 most populous 
U.S. cities rank in fueling 
activities during a pandem-
ic at the height of stay-at-
home orders.   

Demand for fuel has been 
at record-lows across the 
nation since the COVID-19 
outbreak. According to Pay 
with GasBuddy data be-
tween March 1 to May 31, 
American consumers made 

on average 2.8 fuel trans-
actions per month, a drop 
from the usual 4.5 times per 
month prior to the outbreak. 

Cities that saw more fre-
quent visits to the gas pump 
were clustered in the Great 
Lakes region, five out of the 
top 10, and Texas, three out 
of the top 10. While cities 
with the fewest fuel transac-
tions were centered in Cal-
ifornia and the East Coast.  

  Most Transactions Per Person   Fewest Transactions Per Person
1. Dallas: 7.2 

2. Chicago: 6.5

3. Minneapolis: 6.5 

4. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 6.4 

5. Houston: 6.4 

6. Virginia Beach, Va.: 6.4 

7. Cleveland: 6.4 

8. San Antonio: 6.3

9. Atlanta: 6.3 

10. Cincinnati: 6.3

1. Detroit: 5.2

2. San Diego: 5 

3. Sacramento, Calif.: 4.9 

4. Buffalo, N.Y.: 4.9

5. San Francisco: 4.9 

6. Memphis, Tenn.: 4.8

7. Providence, R.I.: 4.7

8. Rochester, N.Y.:  4.2 

9. Las Vegas: 4 

10. Baltimore: 4 

* Average number of Pay with GasBuddy transactions per person 
from Mar 1 - May 31. 

THE POST SUMMER/COVID HOURS
Mon 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. | Tues Noon to 5 p.m.
Wed Noon to 5 p.m. | Thur 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

CLOSED Fridays and weekends



MARIANNE BLANCHARD
Marianne Blanchard, age 89, 
of Cedar Springs, passed away 
Thursday morning, June 11, 2020 at 
Spectrum Butterworth Hospital in 
Grand Rapids. She was born June 
8, 1931 in Sand Lake, Michigan to 
George Arthur and Isabel (Moyle) 
Blanchard. She grew up in Sand 
Lake and was Valedictorian of the 
Sand Lake High School Class of 
1949. She attended Michigan State 
University earning a degree in Home 
Economics and Education. In 1958 
she earned her Master’s Degree in Home Economics Curriculum 
from Michigan State University. Marianne was employed for 35 
years at Battle Creek Public School District, during which time 
she updated the curriculum guide both in 1953 and 1970. She 
taught Home Economics at Southeastern Junior High and Battle 
Creek Central High School and Nutrition at Kellogg Community 
College. She also taught math and English at Southeastern. She 
was one of the first Home Economic teachers to establish a Home 
Economics class for boys. In 1985 Marianne was chosen as the 
Home Economics Teacher of the Year for the State of Michigan 
and selected in the top 12 Home Ec. Teachers in the country. When 
microwaves were new to kitchens she taught microwave cooking 
at Kellogg Community College, talked weekly on Live at Five 
Radio and Television Show and also had a television show called 
“Microwaving with Marianne.” Marianne was a member of the 
First Congregational Church and its Ruth Vore-Susan Winslow 
Circle. She served on the Town Hall Board six years serving as 
president for two years and also served on the Y-Center Board of 
Directors for five years. She could be seen swimming laps most 
mornings at the Y-Center. She volunteered for the American Red 
Cross for 33 years and the Cayman Red Cross for five years in the 
Cayman Islands where she spent her winters. She was a member of 
N.E.A., M.E.A. and B.C.E.A., MSU Alumni Organization, Battle 
Creek Retired Teachers, Electrical Women’s Round Table and 
The Cedar Springs Order of Eastern Star. She was selected to be a 
“Kentucky Colonel” in 1969 by Kentucky Governor Louie Nunn. 
Marianne enjoyed traveling, adventure and domestic activities. 
She enjoyed scuba diving and para sailing and painted murals and 
totem poles along with being a sculptress. She was called upon 
by friends to do seamstress work or bake cakes for events. In 
1983 she was the Ladies Champion Skeet Shooter at the Battle 
Creek Gun Club. Recently, taking an interest in genealogy and 
working with a genealogist she traced the Blanchard family back 
to the Mayflower. Surviving are nieces, Darlene Barlass of Spring 
Lake, Ml and Cheryl (Bill) Green of Rockford, Ml; nephews John 
(Beth) Blanchard of Jefferson City, MO and George Blanchard 
of Sarasota, FL; great-nieces and nephews: Amy Donaldson 
(Bill) and Mark Hoskins (Rebecca), Kristine Thaxton (Jon), 
Keri Gibbons (James) and Katie Seymour (Ken), Hailie Casteel 
(Cris), and Renee Blanchard; Robert Jr., and cousins Joan Brown, 
George Miller, and Tom, David and Meryl Hudson; also survived 
by a bunch of “adopted” grandchildren who referred to her as 
“Grandma Blanchard”. Marianne was preceded in death by her 
parents. She survived her five brothers, George Arthur Jr., Arden 
Moyle, Ward Douglas, John Moyle and Paul Steward; nephews, 
Ward Douglas Blanchard Jr. and Robert Blanchard; a niece Kelly 
Green and her special friend, James A. Shouldice. Due to the 
COVID-19 virus, a service will be held later when it is safe for 
family and friends to be together and celebrate Marianne’s life. 
Inurnment will be held at Sand Lake Cemetery, Sand Lake, MI. 
Donations can be made in Marianne’s name to The Y Center of 
Battle Creek and Meals on Wheels of Calhoun County. 

Arrangements are by Farley Estes Dowdle Funeral Home & 
Cremation Care, Battle Creek. Personal messages for the family 

may be placed at www.farleyestesdowdle.com.

ChurchChurch
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Church Connection 
is online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/category/

churchconnection/

Thank YouThank You

MemorialMemorial

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

ObituaryObituaryBirthdayBirthday

Church Church ConnectionConnection

Happy 90th 
Birthday

50th Anniversary

AnniversaryAnniversary

PHIL AND 
DEBORAH EADIE

Phil and Deborah Eadie are celebrating 
their 50th Anniversary.

June 24, 1970 – June 24, 2020

BARBARA 
NEWLAND 
BRENDT

Barbara Newland Brendt will be 
turning 90 on June 23rd. She graduated 
from Lakeview High School in 1948. 
Her family would like to suprise 
her with a card shower. Her address 
is: 51230 Sunny Hill Dr., Shelby 
Township, MI 49316

GINA CRAMER
Remembering my sweet mom, Gina 
Cramer, who passed away 22 years 
ago on June 18, 1998.
Although time has eased the initial 
shock, there’s not a day that goes by 
that I don’t think of her. She was the 
type of person who always had time 
to listen without judging. She loved 
her family and her home and grew the 
most beautiful flowers. I miss her so 
much.
Love you, Mom. Rest well.

Your loving daughter, Robin

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

The best way to 
get the last word 
is to apologize.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

If you have been trapped by what 
you said, ensnared by the words of 

your mouth, then do this, my son, to 
free yourself, since you have fallen 

into neighbor’s hands: Go and 
humble yourself; press your plea 

with your neighbor!
Proverbs 6:2,3 (NIV)
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VOICES & VOICES & 
VIEWSVIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters 
of up to 350 words. The subject should be 
relevant to local readers, and the editor 
reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, 
and liability concerns. All submissions 
MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone num-

ber. We use this information to verify the 
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anon-
ymous letters, or acknowledge letters we 
do not use. Writers are limited to one 
letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, 
Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICEPOSTPOST Scripts Scripts

New feature in My Social 
Security puts you in control

By Vonda Van Til, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist 

The future can be uncertain.  However, Social Security’s new Advance Designation pro-
gram can help put you in control of your benefits if a time comes when you need a repre-
sentative payee to help manage your money.  Advance Designation enables you to identify 
up to three people, in priority order, whom you would like to serve as your potential rep-
resentative payee. 

The following people may choose an Advance Designation:
• Adults applying for benefits who do not have a representative payee.
• Adult beneficiaries or recipients who do not have a representative payee.
• Emancipated minors applying for benefits who do not have a representative payee.
• Emancipated minor beneficiaries or recipients who do not have a representative payee.
• If you fall into one of the above categories, you may provide and update Advance 

Designation information when you:
• File a claim for benefits online.
• Use the application available in your personal my Social Security account at www.

ssa.gov/myaccount.
• Call us at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY 1-800-325-0778).
You may also change your Advance Designation(s), including the priority order, at any 

time while you are still capable of making your own decisions.  In the event that you can 
no longer make your own decisions, you and your family will have peace of mind knowing 
you already chose someone you trust to manage your benefits.

Vonda Van Til is the Public Affairs Specialist for West Michigan.  You can write her c/o 
Social Security Administration, 3045 Knapp NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via email at 
vonda.vantil@ssa.gov.  

Protect your landscape 
from hungry critters

Deer can wreak havoc on landscapes and research has proven that odor-based repellents are 
more effective than other repellents at keeping deer and other critters from eating your plants. 
Photo courtesy of Melinda Myers, LLC   

by Melinda Myers
 

While you’re busy filling your landscape 
with beautiful flowers and scrumptious veg-
etables, the deer, rabbits and other wildlife 
are watching and waiting to move in to dine.  
Don’t lose your beautiful investment to hungry 
animals.  Be proactive in keeping wildlife at 
bay, so you can grow a beautiful landscape this 
season.

Protect plants as soon as they are set in the 
ground. It’s easier to prevent damage rather 
than break a habit. Once critters find delicious 
plants, they will be back for more and they’re 
likely to bring along a few additional family 
members.

A fence is an excellent defense against an-
imals. A four-feet-high fence anchored tightly 
to the ground will keep out rabbits. Five-feet-
high fences around small garden areas will 
usually keep out deer that tend to avoid smaller 
spaces.

Woodchucks are more difficult. They will dig 
under or climb over the fence. You must place 
the fence at least 12 inches below the soil sur-
face with four to five feet above ground. Make 
sure gates are secured so animals can’t squeeze 
through or under these. The last thing you want 
is an animal happily living and dining inside 
your fenced in garden.

For gardeners who do not want to spend the 
money on fencing or view their flowers and 
other ornamental plantings through a fence, 
there are other options.

Scarecrows, rattling pans and other scare tac-
tics have been widely used for decades. Unfor-
tunately, urban animals are used to noise and 
human scent and not discouraged by these tac-
tics. You must move and alternate the various 
scare tactics to increase your chance of success.

Repellents may be your best and most prac-
tical option. Always check the label for details 
on use, application rates and timing.  Research 
has proven that odor-based repellents are more 

effective than other types of repellents. Wild-
life will avoid plants rather than taking a bite 
before they discover they don’t like the taste.

Look for organic repellents labeled for 
use on food plants when treating edibles. 
Plantskydd (plantskydd.com) is the only 
OMRI certified organic repellent and is effec-
tive against rabbits, deer, voles, elk, moose, 
chipmunks and squirrels. It is rain resistant 
and each application lasts three to four months 
during the growing season.

Maximize results by treating new growth ac-
cording to label directions. Most liquid repel-
lents need time to dry while granule repellents 
may need to be watered to activate the smell. 
Always check the label for the product you are 
applying.

Protect new tree whips by dipping them in a 
long-lasting liquid repellent. Mature trees will 
benefit as well. Treat them prior to bud break 
or two to three weeks after leaves have devel-
oped.

Continue to monitor plantings throughout 
your landscape all season long.  Watch for 
animal tracks, droppings and other signs wild-
life have moved into your area.  Protect new 
plantings and those favored by wildlife before 
they start dining on your plants. Always be as 
persistent as the hungry animals.

If you’re ever feeling discouraged, remem-
ber that gardeners have been battling animals 
in the garden long before us and there are lots 
of options to help protect your flowers and har-
vest.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 
gardening books, including Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD series and the Me-
linda’s Garden Moment TV & radio segments. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was com-
missioned by Tree World Plant Care Products 
for her expertise to write this article. Her web 
site is www.MelindaMyers.com.

SPRINGSPRING
Diggin’Diggin’

the business itself, there was a time when that 
was the normal way of handling issues.  

Finally, this has been an odd time for plan-
ning beautification and entertainment activ-
ities in Cedar Springs.  Several events have 
been canceled and some delayed, including 
the City’s inaugural concert series at the new 
amphitheater and the painting of a mural in 
downtown.  The Sand Lake 4th of July celebra-
tion was canceled, the Red Flannel Festival is 
reviewing its options for October and the Pub-

lic Library’s start of summer reading program 
celebration is likely to be toned down.  Howev-
er, the American Flags are up on Main St., the 
DDA is planting flowers and volunteers are set 
to build an off-leash dog area at Riggle Park.

The problems that we have faced individu-
ally and as a community this year have been 
strong but we are much Cedar stronger; I be-
lieve that unity is our strength.  Please, support 
our local businesses as they reopen and please 
follow safety precautions for the health and 
safety of all persons.  I am eager to visit our 
hometown businesses and hope to see you 
there shopping, eating and drinking too.



A map showing Ruby Creek, near Riverbend Road, northwest of the Ruby Creek Tavern in 
Branch Township (Oceana County), where Michigan DNR conservation officers found a black 
bear that had been illegally shot. Anyone with information can call or text the DNRs Report All 
Poaching hotline at 800-292-7800.

fast and strong near the house. 
Neither has given us reason to 
anguish because we are not in 
an area prone to tornados or 
hurricanes but people killing 
storms have occurred in near-
by communities during past 
decades. We maintain an open 
yard so other trees are a safe 
distance from the house. 

Living with nature’s tem-
peramental behavior is some-
thing we prepared for and 
anticipated. During the 22 
inches of rain received during 
a short period in the fall 1986, 
we discovered our foresight 
was correct regarding wheth-
er it was safe to purchase 
our home. I looked at what I 

thought would be the streams 
water level if the 100-year 
deluge arrived. Within a de-
cade after our home purchase 
the flood came. We incurred 
no long-lasting damage.

Outside I waded the stream 
and stood chest deep in flow-
ing water that during fall was 
normally two inches deep in a 
narrow stream channel. The 
stream had become about 200 
feet wide and the driveway 
near the road was under water. 
Patrolling police attempted to 
drive up the drive to check 
on us but stopped when they 
thought the water might flood 
their engine. They wisely 
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Ranger Steve

SPRINGSPRINGDiggin’Diggin’

Poa che d  be a r  le a ve s be h ind  t h re e  cubs;  DNR  se e k ing  t ip s

A healthy Michigan black bear. (This is not the bear that was 
euthanized.)

Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources conservation of-
ficers in northwest Michigan are 
seeking information regarding 
a bear that was illegally shot in 
Oceana County early last week. 
The bear was euthanized due to 
the extent of its injuries, leaving 
behind three cubs which were 
taken to a wildlife rehabilitator.

Following a call to the DNR’s 
Report All Poaching hotline, 
conservation officers found the 
bear around 8:15 a.m. Thurs-
day, June 11, in the Ruby Creek, 
located near Riverbend Road, 
northwest of the Ruby Creek 
Tavern in Branch Township.

When conservation officers 
arrived, they found the bear near 
the edge of the creek attempt-
ing to get out of the water. The 
bear’s three cubs had climbed 
into a nearby tree. Due to a gun-
shot wound, the bear was unable 
to move its rear legs. A wildlife 
biologist examined the bear and 
determined it needed to be eu-
thanized.

Officers estimate the bear was 
shot Tuesday or Wednesday 
(June 9 or 10) of last week.

“It’s a shame this bear had to be euthanized,” said Lt. Joe Molnar. “The bear suffered 
needlessly, while trying to take care of her cubs. If you or anyone you know has informa-
tion that can help us solve this crime, we want to hear from you.”

Anyone with information regarding this poaching incident can call or text the RAP ho-
tline at 800-292-7800, available 24/7. Information can be left anonymously. Monetary 
rewards are available for information that leads to the arrest and conviction of violators. 
During 2019, more than $9,700 was awarded for information that led to the arrest and 
conviction of poachers.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Fallen Cottonwood

Flooded driveway at Ranger Steve’s home in 1986.

Strong winds howled as I 
sat by a window at midnight 
in my writing room. Though I 
should have felt secure, I was 
uneasy. No trees were near 
that would crush the roof and 
me. A few weeks previous, a 
large black cherry tree leaned 
toward the house and I was 
troubled it might deliver a 
crushing blow. I hired a tree 
service to remove that tree be-
fore it could crush the carport 
and enter the house uninvited 
above my writing chair. 

The tree inspector showed 
me three holes at the base of 
the tree and agreed, “Yes, this 
tree should be removed.” That 
week two workers brought a 
truck with a lift bucket that 
carried one man with a chain-
saw to the tree top where he 
brought down branches and 
finally the main trunk in sec-
tions. They safely prevented 
damage to our home before 
frightening winds did more 
than caress forest trees. 

The workers removed sev-
eral trees along the power 
line that stretched through 
the woods to the neighbors 
from our front yard utility 
pole. The neighbors told me 
they frequently experienced 
power outages and the utili-
ty company said the wire to 
their house only had a three-
foot right of way unlike the 
wire from the road to the pole 
in our yard that had a 15-foot 
right of way for tree clearing. 

It was good fortune I hired 
the tree clearing before the 
end of spring when storm 
activity is prone to increase. 
Two large sugar maples stand 

Small enough to care...
Big enough to serve!

Kent County Credit Union
14111 White Creek Ave

Cedar Springs
888.336.3490 | mykccu.com

Applying for membership is easy.
Call us or visit our website!

We Are Here, Ready To Help

Federally insured by NCUA
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Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store
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Owned &
Operated by www.cedarcarco.com •

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs 1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)

2009 Ford Fusion se
113K, FWd, Clean!  29 MPG!

$5,450

2011 Ford F150 XTr 
CreW Cab 4X4, 3.5 eCoboosT, 150K, sharP!

$10,995

2008 ChevroleT iMPala lT
v6, loCal Trade, niCe Car!

$4,600

2007 saTurn ion 2
130K, 4 Cyl., auTo, suiCide doors!

$3,900

2009 Chevy Tahoe lT2 
hybrid 4X4, 3roW seaTinG, leaTher, PriCed riGhT!

$8,995

2007 silverado, eXT Cab 4X4
v8, runs Good, WorK TruCK

$3,995

2012 CadillaC esCalade
6.2l, v8, aWd, 3rd roW, sharP!

$11,800

2006 Ford F150 CreW Cab, 4X4 
v8, alloys, runs Good

$5,995

HouRS:  
Mon. - Fri. 
9am-6pm  

Saturday 9am-1pm

It’s back—get out those 
cameras!

It’s that time of year again when anglers big and small 
like to tell their fish tales! Send us a photo and story of 
your first, best, funniest, biggest, or even your smallest 
catch. Include your name, age, address, and phone 
number, along with the type and size of fish, and where 
caught.  We can’t wait to hear from you! Photos/stories 
may be sent by email to news@cedarspringspost.com 
with Catch of the Week in the subject line, or mail to: 
Catch of the Week, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

  

CATCHCATCH  
WeekWeekof theof the

Levi Vogelar, age 9, the son of Sara and Dustin Vo-
gelar, of Courtland Township, caught this gigantic 
bass in Indian Lakes, in Winfield Township, on June 
15, 2020.

Way to go, Levi!

Boaters should be aware of hidden debris in 
lakes, rivers from high water levels, erosion

Many areas around Michigan have experienced damaging im-
pacts of record or near-record high water levels that have caused 
extensive erosion and inundated infrastructure. The Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 
and its partners on the High Water Action Team warn those who 
recreate on the water to watch out for debris in lakes or rivers or 
along the shores due to the high water levels.

As lake levels have risen, the impact is being felt in a number 
of ways. Along the Great Lakes, erosion and storms have un-
dermined docks, decks, stairs and trees and washed the debris 
away from the shoreline. On inland lakes, high water can inun-
date marinas, yards or public property, making it difficult to see 
structures in the water.

“As Michiganders take to the water for recreation, they should 
use more caution and be aware of dangers that can be lurking 
in the water, either floating on the surface or submerged by re-
cord high water levels,” said Jay Eickholt, EGLEs Emergency 
Management Coordinator. “As always, follow all boating regu-
lations and wear life-saving equipment when out on the water. 
And avoid any debris to protect your watercraft and keep every-
one safe.”

Things to watch out for in the water and onshore include 
wooden docks, stairs, decks, trees, structure pilings, nails, 
screws, shattered boards, branches, exposed rocks, or other 
manmade and natural debris. Boaters should be aware of any 
floating items which could damage hulls or engine propellers, 
or injure anyone who is being towed on flotation devices behind 
boats. Also, be aware to avoid flooded areas when driving to or 
from your destination. Even six inches of water can easily cause 
a vehicle to lose control and two feet of water can sweep away 
a vehicle.

High water levels can also magnify the impact that wakes can 
have on other boats, shoreline property and structures, and oth-
ers enjoying the water. Observe all local watercraft controls and 
restrictions, as well as No Wake zones. Wakes from vessels can 

cause overflow onto land or docks, potentially causing property 
damage, erosion and flooding, and safety concerns. The Depart-
ment of Natural Resources provides a county-by-county list of 
local water controls https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-
350-79136_79772_79773_83491---,00.html.

According to the Michigan Department of Insurance and Fi-
nancial Services (DIFS), damage to watercraft caused by debris 
in the water can also be costly without proper insurance cov-
erage. Before getting out on the water, Michiganders should 
review their homeowners policy and/or their separate boat-
ing policy to verify appropriate coverage for this type of loss. 
Contact your insurance agent for more information or visit the 
DIFS website https://www.michigan.gov/difs/0,5269,7-303-
12902_71489-350344--,00.html.

Property owners are urged to clear items from the shore that 
may have been damaged by high waves or erosion before they 
become a potential hazard for recreation. If any debris is washed 
up on shore, it is the responsibility of the property owner to dis-
pose of it properly, following local rules governing waste remov-
al. EGLE does not recommend open burning of any manmade 
waste items. Check local disposal ordinances for guidance.

High water levels and flooding of lakes and rivers can also 
increase exposure to sewage and chemicals. Avoid contact with 
floodwaters when possible. Beach and water conditions can be 
tracked through EGLEs BeachGuard monitoring system https://
www.egle.state.mi.us/beach/ or by contacting the local health 
department.

The Michigan High Water Action Team includes members 
of EGLE, DIFS, DNR, Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (DHHS), and the Michigan State Police (MSP), as well 
as groups representing federal and local officials. The team 
was created following the Michigan High Water Coordinating 
Summit held in February to facilitate collaboration and resource 
sharing in response to public health and safety challenges creat-
ed by Michigan’s historic high water levels.

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

Flooded driveway at Ranger Steve’s home in 1986.

backed to safety. 
During a recent wild windy night, a storm front passed and 

was followed by five inches of rain. The floodplain confined 
the torrent that moved downstream from Little Cedar Creek to 
join Cedar Creek, the Rogue River, and the Grand River where 
floodwater would inundate homes built within the flood zone. 
Whether those people retained high school earth science lessons 
about 100-year floods or anticipated safe purchase is obscure. 

After the storm, I walked Ody Brook trails to check for fallen 
trees. Some of the ash trees killed by the emerald ash borers a 
few years ago were down and required chainsaw removal from 
paths. We named a pond Walden’s Pond after our grandson. He 
is now almost three and has not been to grandpa and grandmas 
to inspect his pond because of the stay-at-home order to protect 
his life from COVID-19. Soon he will walk around Walden’s 
Pond.

There he will discover a large cottonwood tree with a Wood 
Duck nest box that is no longer standing. The tree fell across 
the pond and Pond Loop Trail. The winds laid the tree over the 
south end of the pond near the dam that holds water for slow 

release into the brook trout stream. The powerful tree crash dis-
lodged the nest box where it remains in the pond. Soon it will 
be retrieved to determine if ducklings were killed by the spring 
storm. The nest box appears mostly in tack and when repaired 
will be erected again. This time it will be placed on a post in the 
pond to prevent squirrel nesting. When the house was affixed to 
the tree three years ago, squirrels claimed it. In the pond, use will 
be restricted for tree cavity duck nesting. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.



Food Cruise, July 10–12, 2020, host-
ed by the Village and the Sand Lake 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“We are super excited about doing 
some new things this year!” remarked 
Quinlan.

“If you have a food truck or know of 
someone who does, please contact the 
Village of Sand Lake for an applica-
tion. You will get some great exposure 
to your business while serving up de-
lightful cuisine. Please plan on attend-
ing the Food Cruise!”

The farmer’s market, open every 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., is look-
ing for vendors.  Currently, the vendor 
spaces are free. Come enjoy local tastes 
and support local farmers and artisans. 
Please send an email to:  bfeenstra@
grar.com, if you are interested in pro-
viding home-grown flavors.
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BUSINESS & TAX TIPSBUSINESS & TAX TIPS$$ $$

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Nearing Retirement? 
What Questions Should You Ask?

The recent market volatility has affected just about everybody’s financial and investment 
situations – so, if you were planning to retire soon, will it still be possible?

Of course, the answer depends somewhat on your employment situation. With so many 
people’s jobs being affected by the coronavirus pandemic, your retirement plans may also have 
been thrown into confusion. But assuming your employment is still stable, what adjustments in 
your financial and investment strategies might you need to make for your retirement?

Here are a few areas to consider, and some questions to ask yourself:
• Retirement goals – Now is a good time to review your retirement goals and assess your 

progress toward achieving them. You may want to work with a financial professional to 
determine if the current environment has materially affected your goals or if you need to 
make modest adjustments to stay on track.

• Retirement lifestyle – You probably created your investment strategy with a particular type 
of retirement lifestyle in mind. Perhaps you had planned to become a world traveler when 
your working days were over. Of course, in the near term, extensive travel may not be 
possible, anyway, but once we move past the pandemic, your freedom to roam will likely 
return. But if your investment portfolio is not where you thought it might be, can you (or do 
you want to) adapt your lifestyle plans? And can you accept the same flexibility with your 
other lifestyle goals, such as purchasing a vacation home, pursuing hobbies, and so on?

• Tradeoffs – Based on your retirement goals and your willingness to adjust your retirement 
lifestyle, you’ll want to consider your options and tradeoffs. For example, would you 
be willing to work more years than you had originally planned in exchange for greater 
confidence in your ability to enjoy a comfortable retirement lifestyle? By working longer, 
you can continue adding to your IRA and 401(k) or similar retirement plan, and you may 
be able to push back the date you start receiving Social Security to receive bigger monthly 
benefits. You might also review your budget for opportunities to reduce spending today and 
potentially save more toward your retirement goals.

• Social Security – You can file for Social Security benefits as early as 62, but you can get 
25% to 30% more if you wait until your full retirement age, which is likely between 66 
and 67. As you created your retirement plans, you likely also calculated when you would 
take Social Security, but you may need to review that choice. If you postpone retirement 
a few years, what effect will that have on when you choose to take Social Security and, 
consequently, the size of your benefits? You won’t want to make a hasty decision, because 
once you start taking Social Security, you can’t undo your choice.

This is certainly a challenging time to be entering retirement, and you’ll have some questions to 
answer. But even in the midst of uncertainty, you still have many choices. Consider them carefully 
and make the decisions that work for you.

The Sand Lake Trading Company was one of sever-
al businesses benefitting from the community give 
back. Courtesy photo.

BenefitBenefit
...continued from front page...continued from front page

ASK   SCORE
SCORE, Counselors to America’s Small Business

Tips for driving small business 
success with strengths-based 
leadership

You may be familiar with 
Gallup’s international best-
seller, “Strengthfinder 2.0,” 
which has been helping 
professionals not only iden-
tify their strengths in the 
workplace but also how to 
further develop them. Not 
surprising, Gallup scien-
tists have also been study-
ing leadership and how a 
strengths-based approach 
to management can fuel the 
success of businesses.

“The data shows that or-
ganizations that work from 
a strength of their people are 
more profitable, productive, 
and have a higher level of 
employee engagement,” ex-
plains SCORE Mentor Jan 
Makela, who recently com-
pleted a Gallup Strengths 
coaching course.

How might you approach 
managing your small busi-

ness with a strengths-based 
approach?

Here are five simple, 
practical tips from Makela 
to get you started:
1. Know your own top five 

dominate strengths (i.e., 
the themes that are your 
natural strengths). Focus 
on growing and getting 
better at what you already 
do well.

2. Don’t focus on what are 
not your strengths. But 
learn how to minimize 
your weaknesses by using 
your strengths to over-
come areas that are not 
naturally strengths for 
you. 

3. Realize your talents give 
you a unique and power-
ful edge. The wonderful 
thing about talents is that 
they hold great potential 
for us. It is through our 

talents that we tap into 
our greatest potential for 
success.

4. Learn to recognize the 
formula for a strength: 

5. Skill + Knowledge + Ex-
perience (also known as 
Talent Xs) = Strength

6. Don’t try to fix your own 
weaknesses—or those of 
others. It can’t be done. 
Prove it to yourself: Re-
write this sentence three 
times with your non-dom-
inant hand. How does it 
look, and how easy was 
it to do? Compare it to 
your dominant hand. See 
the difference? Focus and 
grow your strengths. 
Transitioning your leader-

ship style to one that recog-
nizes and nurtures strengths 
may require a shift in think-
ing and some extra work in 
the beginning. But the more 

you practice it and see pos-
itive results, the more natu-
ral a part of your company’s 
culture it will become. 

“You grow people from 
their strengths not from 
their weaknesses,” says 
Makela, “So find out what 
your employees’ strengths 
are and what they do best. 
Given the opportunity to 
excel, they will exceed your 
expectations.”

Further advice on doing 
business from a strength-

based approach is available 
from SCORE, a nonprof-
it association offering a 
wealth of information re-
sources, training, and free 
counseling designed to help 
entrepreneurs nationwide 
build productive, profitable 
businesses. 

A SCORE Counselor can 
serve as a sounding board 
and will provide valuable 
unbiased feedback on how 
to improve things. The 
SCORE Counselor can also 

look at the business from 
the perspective of a bank 
or other investor, and raise 
questions you may have 
overlooked.

All SCORE counseling is 
offered as a free and confi-
dential community service. 
There are 30 counselors 
in the Grand Rapids office 
of SCORE. Call 616-771-
0305 for an appointment 
with a knowledgeable coun-
selor or e-mail us at score@
grandrapids.org.

IRS reminder: 
File now, choose direct deposit or schedule tax pay-
ments electronically before the July 15 deadline

WASHINGTON — As the July 15 tax-fil-
ing deadline − postponed from April 15 − 
draws near, the Internal Revenue Service is 
reminding all taxpayers who have yet to file 
their 2019 federal tax return to file electron-
ically now, choose direct deposit for their 
refund, or pay any tax owed electronically.

Taxpayers who owe for tax year 2019 or 
need to pay 2020 estimated taxes originally 
due for the first quarter on April 15 or the 
second quarter on June 15 can schedule an 
electronic payment up to the July 15 due 
date.

The IRS continues to process electronic 
tax returns, issue direct deposit refunds and 
accept electronic payments. As of May 29, 
the IRS received over 133.8 million tax re-
turns and issued over $250.9 billion in re-
funds.

Taxpayers should use electronic options 
to support social distancing and speed the 
processing of tax returns, refunds and pay-
ments. IRS.gov has a variety of options to 
help taxpayers.

Most taxpayers that usually have a filing 
or payment deadline falling on or after April 
1, 2020, and before July 15, 2020 − includ-
ing individuals, trusts, estates, corporations 
and other non-corporate tax filers − qualify 
for the postponed due date. This means that 
anyone, including Americans who live and 
work abroad, now have until July 15 to file 
their 2019 federal income tax return and 
pay any tax due. A list of forms due July 15 
is on the Coronavirus Tax Relief: Filing and 
Payment Deadlines page.
File electronically for free

Taxpayers whose income was $69,000 or 
less last year are eligible to use IRS Free 
File software. There are also Free File Fill-
able Forms, an electronic version of IRS 

paper forms. It has no income limitations. 
Free File options are available at IRS.gov/
freefile.
2016 file for unclaimed 
refunds – deadline postponed 
to July 15

For 2016 tax returns, the normal April 15 
deadline to claim a refund is now July 15, 
2020. The law provides a three-year win-
dow of opportunity to claim a refund. If 
taxpayers do not file a return within three 
years, the money becomes property of the 
U.S. Treasury. The law requires taxpayers 
to properly address, mail and ensure the tax 
return postmark is July 15, 2020, or sooner.
Choose direct deposit for 
refunds

The safest and fastest way for taxpayers 
to get their refund is to have it electronical-
ly deposited into their bank or other finan-
cial account. Taxpayers can use direct de-
posit to deposit their refund into one, two or 
even three accounts. Direct deposit is much 
faster than waiting for a paper check to ar-
rive in the mail.

After filing, use “Where’s My Refund?” 
on IRS.gov or download the IRS2Go Mo-
bile App to track the status of a refund.
Schedule a payment 
electronically

Taxpayers can file now and schedule their 
federal tax payments up to the July 15 due 
date. They can pay online, by phone or with 
their mobile device and the IRS2Go app. 
When paying federal taxes electronically 
taxpayers should remember:

Electronic payment options are the 
optimal way to make a tax payment.



OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
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TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

June 3, 2020
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Mojzuk. Absent: None
Approved: June 3, 2020 Agenda. Approved: 
Consent Agenda/All monthly reports received. 
Approved: May 6, 2020 Regular Board Meeting 
minutes.  Approved:  Covid-19 Preparedness and 
Response Plan. Appointment of Matt McConnon 
as Township Personnel Officer. Accepted bid 
from A1 Asphalt to pave the walkway around the 
Disc Golf Course. Accepted bid from CivicPlus 
for website development and maintenance. 
Accepted letter of resignation from Al Combs as 
Zoning Compliance Officer.

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 1, 2020 @ 7 PM. 
Complete minutes available at the Twp. Hall, 
7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours and 
on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  Susan 
Hartman, Clerk/Matt McConnon, Supervisor

Dated: June 18, 2020

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, June 9, 2020
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, Austin and Mahoney.
Present: by Electronic Participation: Armstrong. 
Absent: None

Board action approved: scheduled township 
clean-up for Saturday, September 19, 2020. 

Discussed: Signature cards; Village water bill; 
Township opening.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: June 18, 2020  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

KENT DUMPSTER
local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

small ads 
make ¢ents
696-3655

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

PUBLIC NOTICE OF THE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 223.  
An Ordinance To Repeal Ordinance Number 213 
Entitled “Marihuana Establishments And Facili-
ties;” To Amend Chapter 14, Article VIII, Section 
14-450 Entitled “Definitions;” To Amend Chapter 
22, Article I, Section 22-1 Entitled “Definitions;” 
To Repeal Chapter 22, Article IV, Section 22-71 
Entitled “Drug Paraphernalia;” To Repeal Chapter 
22, Article IV,  Section 22-72 Entitled “Possession 
Or Use Of Marijuana;”  And To Enact Chapter 5 
Entitled “Marihuana” For The Code Of Ordinances 
For The City Of Cedar Springs. The Ordinance 
Establishes The Regulatory Rules To Permit The 
Sale Of Recreational Marihuana In The City Of 
Cedar Springs.
The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 224.  
The Cedar Springs Recreational Marijuana Zoning 
Ordinance. An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 40, 
Article I, Section 40-5 Entitled “Definitions – K – 
M;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article IV, Division 2, 
Section 40-468 Entitled “Prohibition Of Marihuana 
Dispensaries, Collectives And Cooperatives;” To 
Amend Chapter 40, Article III, Section 40-294 
Entitled “Special Land Uses” For The B-2 Central 
Business District; To Amend Chapter 40, Article 
III, Section 40-342 Entitled “Special Land Uses” 
For The B-3 Highway Business District;  To Amend 
Chapter 40, Article III, Section 40-365 Entitled 
“Special Land Uses”  For The HC Highway Com-
mercial District; To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-387 Entitled “Special Land Uses”  For 
The I-1 Industrial District; And To Amend Chapter 
40, Article Viii, Section 40-575 Entitled “Uses - F 
– M” Of The Code Of Ordinances For The City Of 
Cedar Springs. The Ordinance Establishes The 
Zoning Rules To Permit The Sale Of Recreational 
Marihuana In The City Of Cedar Springs.

Ordinance 223 & 224 are effective June 18, 
2020. Complete copies of the ordinances are 

available in the office of the City Clerk.

Dated: June 18, 2020  Shandell Napieralski

Summary Of The 
Regular Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, June 11, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:16 P.M. By 
Mayor Hall. The Meeting Started Late Due To Power 
Failure. The Pledge Of Allegiance Was Recited.  
Seven Councilmembers Were Present. Two 
People Addressed The Council During The Public 
Comments. There Were No Scheduled Public 
Hearings; The Agenda And The Consent Agenda 
Were Approved With The Following Changes: To 
Add Item 8c Virtual Meeting Attendance Discussion; 
Action Taken: Motion To Approve The Presented 
Budget Amendments For The 2019-2020 budget, 
Motion To Approve The Cedar Springs Recreational 
Regulatory Ordinance, Motion To Approve the 
Cedar Springs Recreational Marijuana Zoning 
Ordinance, Motion to Allow The Mayor And City 
Manager To Accept The Land Donation Of 125 
Linda St. For The Creation Of A Public Park Upon 
Terms They Find Acceptable, Motion To Approve 
The Rise Up Church Community Event Application 
– June 21st, July 19th, And August 16th, Motion 
To Approve To Temporarily Suspend Sec. 40-465 
– Accessory Outdoor Dining Areas;  Discussions 
Were Held On Parking On Front Lawn, Corner 
Lot Fencing, And Virtual Meeting Attendance. The 
Meeting Was Adjourned At 8:56 P.M.  A Complete 
Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The Office 
Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On The City’s 
Website Upon Approval.

Dated: June 18, 2020  Shandell Napieralski
Deputy City Clerk

616.696.1330

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

DashDash
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

LifeWalkLifeWalk
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

There will be a Ministry Sync link to click on to register 
as a participant or to make a donation.

Everyone who registers through the Ministry Sync link  
as a participant will receive a free LifeWalk t-shirt for ev-
ery $200 they collect. (Collect $200 get free one t-shirt, 
Collect $1,000 get 5.) 

LifeWalk 20/20 Vision for Life! t-shirts may also be pur-
chased through the Ministry Sync link. All profits from the 
sale of t-shirts will go to Ultrasound Project 20/20 Vision 
for Life. 

Pledge sheets may also be printed off from their website.
Virtual LifeWalk 20/20 Vision for Life continues through 

September 1, 2020.

cated at 701 S Greenville W Dr. Suite #1 (near B.C. Pizza 
and True Value).

Cost to register is $20 for 5K runners and $15 for walk-
ers. In addition to the souvenir shirt, runners will receive 
a 3.1-mile race sticker. Proceeds from the event go to the 
Danish Festival. Kids shirts are available for $10.

To register and for more information, visit: https://run-
signup.com/Race/MI/Greenville/DanishFestivalRoadRun



Mary Poppins – 1-year-old female – Medium Mixed 
Breed

Meet Mary Poppins! 
She’s a social girl who 
enjoys meeting new 
people and exploring 
new places. Mary 
Poppins is young, playful 
and sweet! She enjoys 
car rides, going out for 
a walk, going out on the 

boat, and having fun with her person. She hasn’t lived with 
cats or dogs in the past but has done well with older kids.

Mary Poppins is available for adoption at Humane Society 
of West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org

Tigey – 2-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair

Meet Tigey! 2-year-old 
Tigey is the sweetest 
little thing! She totally 
lights up when she gets 
attention and has a 
human-sized personality. 
She’ll bring a lot of joy to 
her new home!

Tigey is available for 
adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn 
more about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org
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For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PET of PET of the the WEEKWEEKCRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

SERVICESSERVICES

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

55+

616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
next to Meijer
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Classifieds 
For Sale: 2 Wheelchairs – one 
manual, $100. One electric 
wheelchair, Jazzy Elite, brand 
new battery, $1200. 616-696-
0115 or 616-901-8643. #25p

FORFOR  SALESALE

June 18 & 19, 8 am – 6 pm, 
Saturday, June 20, 8 am – 3 
pm. 21 Mile and Meddler, 3 
miles north of Tow’s, Lincoln 
Lake, or 3 miles southwest of 
Trufant. Garden items, kitchen 
wares, twin XL sheet sets, 
Home décor, toys, 25¢ Oldies 
cassettes, kids books, some 
antiques. So much more! #25p

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

The Red Bird 
is seeking cheerful, 

outgoing and motivated 
servers, bar tenders 

and line cooks
to create exceptional 

guest experiences. 
Our food is freshly prepared, 
home style cooking with an 

artisan flair. 
All employees are 

expected to interact with 
all guests, staff members 
and management in a 
respectful and positive 

manner. Previous 
experience required. 
(Server 3.65/hr + tips)

(Line Cook 10.00-14.00/hr, 
based on experience) 
616 263-9784

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

Lost: Missing - 3 year old Lynx 
point Siamese male. Roary 
went missing on May 29th and 
was last seen wearing a red 
breakaway collar with a bell. 
There is a $100 reward for his 
safe return. Please contact 
Jasmine at 616-302-3055 with 
any info. #24

Found: Young, friendly, 
energetic, male cat. Found 
around the middle of May in 
the area of George K Drive and 
Daggett, Sand Lake. Call 616-
636-8588.

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

They can pay when they file electronically using tax soft-
ware online. If using a tax preparer, taxpayers should ask 
the preparer to make the tax payment through an electronic 
funds withdrawal from a bank account.

IRS Direct Pay allows taxpayers to pay online directly 
from a checking or savings account for free, and to schedule 
payments up to 365 days in advance.

Taxpayers can choose to pay with a credit card, debit card 
or digital wallet option through a payment processor. No 
fees go to the IRS.

The IRS2Go app provides the mobile-friendly payment 
options, including Direct Pay and Payment Provider pay-
ments on mobile devices.

File nowFile now
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

Taxpayers may also enroll in the Electronic Federal Tax 
Payment System and have a choice of paying online or by 
phone by using the EFTPS Voice Response System.

Taxpayers can go to IRS.gov/account to securely access 
information about their federal tax account. They can view 
the amount they owe, access their tax records online, re-
view their payment history and view key tax return infor-
mation for the most recent tax return as originally filed.
Request an extension of time to file a 
tax return electronically

Taxpayers who need more time to prepare their federal 
tax return should be aware that:

An extension of time to file a return does not grant any 
extension of time to pay taxes.

Taxpayers should estimate and pay any owed taxes by the 
July 15 deadline to help avoid possible penalties.

Taxpayers must file their extension request no later than 
the July 15 postponed due date of their return.

Individual tax filers, regardless of income, can use 
IRS Free File to electronically request an automatic tax-fil-
ing extension. Filing this form gives the taxpayer until 
Oct. 15 to file a federal tax return. To get the extension, the 
taxpayers must estimate their tax liability on the extension 
form and should pay any amount due.

Alternatively, taxpayers can get an extension by paying 
all or part of their estimated income tax due and indicate 
that the payment is for an extension using Direct Pay, 
the Electronic Federal Tax Payment System (EFTPS), or 
a credit or debit card. This way the taxpayer won’t have to 
file a separate extension form and will receive a confirma-
tion number for their records.
Get answers to tax questions

Taxpayers may find answers to many of their questions 
using the Interactive Tax Assistant (ITA), a tax law resource 
that works using a series of questions and responses. IRS.
gov has answers for Frequently Asked Questions. The IRS 
website has tax information in: Spanish (Español); Chinese 
(中文); Korean (한국어); Russian (Pусский); Vietnamese 
(Tiếng Việt); and Haitian Creole (Kreyòl ayisyen).

For more information go to IRS.gov/COVIDtaxdeadlines.

Various factors play a role 
as to why there were more 
fueling activities in certain 
cities than others. 

VOLATILE GAS PRIC-
ES: The Great Lakes re-
gion saw some of the low-
est gas prices in more than 
a decade. Each day brought 
a new “record-low” price 
enticing residents to make 
frequent visits to their local 
station to take advantage. 
This is further evident when 
looking at Chicago. Chicago 
saw the most transactions 
after Dallas, however, it 
didn’t make it to the top 10 
as a city that purchased the most volume of gasoline. This 
signals that people were making frequent trips to the pump 
but purchasing small amounts. 

LOCAL ECONOMY: A city like Las Vegas has been 
ground zero for the American job crisis. With much of its 
economy dependent on the leisure and hospitality industry, 
it leaves very little activity in the city when there is no tour-
ism. The same can be said about Detroit, also on the list of 
fewest fuel transactions, with the closing of its casinos in 
March.   

VARYING STAY-AT-HOME ORDERS: Texas had 
one of the shortest stay-at-home orders, while Califor-
nia had one the longest and strictest, which are reflected 
strongly in GasBuddy’s fuel transaction data. This played a 
role in whether people had places to go from commuting to 
work or visiting friends. 

To learn more about GasBuddy’s payments program, Pay 
with GasBuddy, contact press@gasbuddy.com.

Gas Gas 
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED

UNTIL UNTIL 
FURTHER FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Photo from the Traverse City race August 2019.

 

Amazing Race at Cannonsburg Ski 
Area – Curbside if Needed!

Racers will experience 
a woodsy, watery Amaz-
ing Race-like event at the 
Michigan Adventure Race: 
Cannonsburg Edition on 
August 15, east of Grand 
Rapids. Depending on the 
size of large groups allowed 
per executive order, the race 
may switch to “curbside” 
service. As soon as racers 
arrive, they can grab their 
race number, maps, shirt 
and go! Registration and 
details at www.miadventur-
erace.com.

Like the popular Amazing 
Race on television, teams of 
one to four will use maps 
and instructions to search 
for hidden checkpoints. 
But unlike the show where 
participants use planes, 
trains and automobiles 
to get around, racers will 
travel by their own power, 
running/hiking, biking and 
paddling, finding as many 
checkpoints as they can 
within the time limit.

Racers can pick from a 
4-, 7- or 12-hour race. That 
seems daunting, but teams 

find a pace that they are 
comfortable with – often 
hiking instead of running–
and most checkpoints are 
optional. The 4-hour race 
does not have the paddle 
section. For those who have 
never done an adventure 
race or used a compass, 
a free compass and naviga-
tion clinic will be offered 
on Saturday, Aug. 1. On-

line resources are available 
for those who can’t attend 
(takes about 30 minutes to 
learn to use a compass).

Our charity partner 
is Camp Anew, a branch 
of Starlight Ministries, that 
provides support specifical-
ly to children and teens ages 
7-17; it is a place where 
campers will experience the 
value of gathering with oth-

er children who have expe-
rienced grief.

For more information 
about the race and to regis-
ter, go to www.miadventur-
erace.com and visit www.
facebook.com/miadven-
turerace to join a growing 
community of adventure 
racers.

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Mon-Th 11am-9pm 
Fri 11am -10pm
Sat 10am-10pm 
Sun 10am-8pm
Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

SUNDAY
Kids Eat Free

With the purchase of an adult meal of $12 or more 
One free kid’s meal per adult meal purchased

Monday
Meatloaf Mondays $12

House-made Meatloaf, baked Mac n’ Cheese, Chef’s vegetable

Tuesday
2 for $25 Steaks

2 8oz NY Strip Steaks, mashed potatoes & house salads

Wednesday
Cheeseburger & Fries $8

Our signature house cheeseburger served deluxe, fries
Can add a domestic Draft for $2 or a Craft Draft for $4

Thursday
2 for $25 Chicken Dinners

Our signature house bread chicken thighs, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, Chef’s vegetables

Weekly Dine-in SpecialS

Now offering Eat-In Dining 
at 50% capacity

follow us on 
facebook

The Cedar 
Springs Post
Newspaper
6,456 Likes 
6,598 Followers

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

Becoming a new father
Four men are in the hospital waiting room because 

their wives are having babies. A nurse goes up to the 
first guy and says, “Congratulations! You’re the father 
of twins.”

“That’s odd,” answers the man. “I work for the Min-
nesota Twins!”

A nurse says to the second guy, “Congratulations! 
You’re the father of triplets!”

“That’s weird,” answers the second man. “I work for 
the 3M company!”

A nurse tells the third man, “Congratulations! You’re 
the father of quadruplets!”

“That’s strange,” he answers. “I work for the Four 
Seasons hotel!”

The last man is groaning and banging his head against 
the wall. “What’s wrong?” the others ask.

“I work for 7 Up!”
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2011 FORD F-150 4WD 
SUPERCAB 145 XLT TRUCK

Odometer  94,283 miles
Fuel Economy  16.0/21.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Race Red
Interior Color  Steel Gray
Body/Seating  Truck/6 seats
Transmission  6 Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  5.0L 8 Cylinder

2017 JEEP GRAND 
CHEROKEE LAREDO 4X4 SUV
Odometer  34,864 miles 
Fuel Economy  18.0/25.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Velvet Red Pearlcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating SUV/5 seats
Transmission  8 Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

$14,995 $23,995

Stock#520191A Stock#520742

2019 RAM 2500 BIG HORN 
4X4 CREW CAB 64 BOX TRUCK
Odometer  12,658 miles
Exterior Color  Bright White Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body  Truck
Transmission  8-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  6.4L Heavy Duty V8 HEMI w/MDS

$35,695

Stock#520741

$24,995

Stock#520070B

2016 GMC SIERRA 2500HD 
4WD REG CAB 133.6 TRUCK 

Odometer  71,322 miles
Exterior Color  Summit White
Interior Color  Jet Black Dark Ash
Body  Truck
Transmission  6-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  6.0L 8-Cylinder SFI Flex Fuel OHV

2016 JEEP RENEGADE 4WD 
LATITUDE SUV

Odometer  91,003 miles
Fuel Economy  24.0/31.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Glacier Metallic
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating  SUV/5 seats
Transmission 9-Speed 948TE Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  2.4L 4 Cylinder

2016 FORD FUSION SE 
AWD SEDAN

Odometer  139,145 miles
Fuel Economy  22.0/31.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Shadow Black
Interior Color  Charcoal Black
Body/Seating Sedan/5 seats
Transmission  6 Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  all-wheel drive
Engine  2.0L 4 Cylinder

$13,995 $11,495
2019 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN SXT WAGON

Odometer  35,856 miles
Fuel Economy  17.0/25.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Black Onyx Crystal Pearlcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating Wagon/7 seats
Transmission  Multi-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  front-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

$18,995 $29,500
2017 DODGE DURANGO 

CITADEL AWD SUV 
Odometer  43,548 miles
Fuel Economy  18.0/25.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Octane Red Pearlcoat
Interior Color  Black Leather
Body  SUV
Transmission  8-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  all-wheel drive
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

Stock#520019A Stock#520162B Stock#520730

4395 14 Mile Rd NE 
Rockford, MI 49341
Hours: M&W 9-8 • Tu, TH & F 9-6 
Sat 9-3 • Closed Sundays

2017 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4 SUV
Odometer  18,995 miles
Fuel Economy  16.0/21.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Chief Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating SUV/5 seats
Transmission  5-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder 

2018 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED RUBICON 4X4 SUV
Odometer  26,572 miles
Fuel Economy  17.0/23.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Bright White Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body  SUV/5 seats
Transmission  8-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

Stock#520732

$11,495 $19,495 $33,900 $40,995

Stock#520113B Stock#520724 Stock#520710

CERTIF
IED

CERTIF
IED

PRE-OW
NED

PRE-OW
NED

$19,795 $29,995 $32,995 $18,995

Stock#59878

2018 SUBARU OUTBACK 
2.5I PREMIUM SUV

Odometer  61,638 miles
Fuel Economy  25.0/32.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Ice Silver Metallic
Interior Color  Slate Black
Body/Seating  SUV/5 seats
Transmission Continuously Variable Automatic
Drivetrain  all-wheel drive
Engine  2.5L 4-Cylinder DOHC 16V 

2019 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
LIMITED FWD VAN

Odometer  27,545 miles
Fuel Economy  19.0/28.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Billet Silver Metallic Clearcoat
Interior Color  Alloy
Body/Seating 4D Passenger Van
Transmission  9-Speed 948TE Automatic
Drivetrain  FWD
Engine  3.6L V6 24V VVT

2019 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LIMITED 4X4 SUV

Odometer  17,834 miles
Fuel Economy  18.0/25.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Billet Silver Metallic Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating SUV/5 seats
Transmission  8 speed automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 24V VVT 

2019 DODGE JOURNEY 
CROSSROAD AWD SUV

Odometer  26,572 miles
Fuel Economy  17.0/23.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Bright White Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body  SUV/5 seats
Transmission  8-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

Stock#59321A Stock#59830 Stock#59898 Stock#520706

CERTIF
IED

CERTIF
IED

PRE-OW
NED

PRE-OW
NED CERTIF

IED
CERTIF

IED

PRE-OW
NED

PRE-OW
NED

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

616-884-5899
watsonrockford.com

COVID-19 UPDATE: As of 6/4/2020 our showroom is OPEN! 
We continue to practice social distancing and ask that you help us by 

maintaining a 6 ft distance from our employees and wearing a mask if possible.

Remember we are open online 24/7 365 days a year at 
www.watsoncountry.com

FIND US ON

2018 JEEP COMPASS 
LATITUDE 4X4 SUV

Odometer  22,049 miles
Fuel Economy  22.0/31.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Billet Silver Metallic Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating SUV/5 seats
Transmission  9-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  four-wheel
Engine  2.4L 4 Cylinder

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & 
COUNTRY TOURING-L WAGON
Odometer  119,449 miles
Fuel Economy  17.0/25.0 mpg City/Hwy
Exterior Color  Bright White Clearcoat
Interior Color  Black
Body/Seating  Wagon/7 seats
Transmission Multi-Speed Automatic
Drivetrain  front-wheel
Engine  3.6L V6 Cylinder

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON


