
By Judy Reed

A Solon Township woman who 
was awaiting sentencing for sec-
ond degree murder in the death of 
her baby girl has withdrawn her 
plea and will now face the origi-
nal charges of one count of homi-
cide-felony murder and one count 
of first-degree child abuse.

Tatiana Elena Fusari, 29, pleaded 
no contest to second-degree mur-
der and second-degree child abuse 
in January, after her husband, Seth 
Welch, 29, was convicted on the 

first-degree murder and child abuse 
charges. Those charges carry a sen-
tence of mandatory life in prison. 
Fusari’s plea carried a minimum of 
25 years.

Fusari’s attorney had originally 
offered a defense showing she was 
under duress when the crime oc-
curred, but the judge said it could 
not be used to defend against the un-
derlying felony–first-degree child 
abuse—and in the end she agreed 
to the plea bargain of second-de-
gree murder. However, she was 
given approval by another judge 

last Friday 
to with-
draw her 
plea due 
to a recent 
Michigan 
Supreme Court ruling on duress. 

In Michigan vs. Reichard, the 
Michigan Supreme Court held that 
duress could be asserted as an affir-
mative defense to murder if it was 
a defense to the underlying felony. 
The opinion is dated March 30, 
2020.

By Judy Reed

It’s been a long time 
coming, but the City of 
Cedar Springs and Orion 
Construction finally broke 
ground last week on a new 
fire station in downtown 
Cedar Springs. 

The groundbreaking cere-
mony was held at 38 N 2nd 
St last Thursday, May 21. 
The fire station will be built 
on the site that once housed 
the old library on 
the corner of 
Cherry and 
2nd, and the 
old Communi-
ty building, on 
the corner of 
Elm and Cher-
ry. Both have 
been torn down.

“Today we put shovels in 
the earth to break ground 
on a new fire station that 
will be a much needed tool 

in the arsenal of our fire-
fighters to be utilized in 
protecting both the hearts 
and homes of the people of 
Cedar Springs,” said May-
or Pro Tem Pam Conley, 
prior to the groundbreak-
ing. “As our firefighters 
are the people running into 
the buildings, the rest of 
us are running out. We are 
proud of a community that 
understands the need for 
proper facility to 
provide 

this heartfelt service to 
the citizens.”

The new fire station 
will provide added space 
and equipment necessary 
to service a growing Ce-
dar Springs population. 
The Cedar Springs Fire 
Department serves a 16 
square mile area, includ-
ing the City of Cedar 
Springs and parts of Nel-

son Township, 

A three-year-old boy was rescued from the 
Rogue River last Sunday, thanks to some good 
Samaritans.

According to the Plainfield Fire Department, 
they were dispatched to a water rescue on the 
Rogue River, near the Childsdale dam, short-
ly after 5 p.m. on May 24. The boy had been 
kayaking with his water when their kayak over-
turned and they became separated

Austin Angell of Grandville and Halie Pe-
ters of Cedar Springs found the missing kayak 
about an eighth of a mile downriver. The kayak 
was flipped over, and the boy was trapped un-
derneath it. They turned it upright and rescued 
the child, who was tangled in some webbing. 
To their surprise, the child was alert and unin-
jured. 

“If it wasn’t for their quick actions, the out-
come would have been much worse,” wrote the 
Plainfield Professional Fire Fighter’s Union 
Local 3890 on their Facebook page. “PFD 
would like to commend Austin and Halie for 
their actions. Their willingness to take action 

Teen 
charged 
in father’s 
death

An 18-year-
old Kent City 
man has been 
charged in the 
shooting death 
of his father.

At about 
4 p.m. on 
We d n e s d a y , 
May 20, dep-
uties from the 
Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office responded to a 
residence on Kent St, south of E. 
Muskegon St, in the Village of Kent 
City, on a report that a person had 
been shot. When officers arrived, 
they found a man deceased. He was 
identified as Phillip Neale Potter, 61.

A witness saw a vehicle leaving 
the scene, and police later arrested 
Silas Edward Potter, 18, the son of 
the deceased, in a traffic stop.

On Thursday, May 21, the Kent 
County Medical Examiner’s Office 
conducted an autopsy on Phillip 
Potter and ruled his death a homi-
cide.

Silas Potter was arraigned in 63rd 
District Court on Friday, May 21, on 
charges of open murder and felony 
firearm in the shooting. Bond was 
set at $1 million cash/surety. He is 
currently lodged in the Kent County 
jail.
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Silas Edward 
PotterPlainfield Fire warns against anyone getting out on the Rogue River 

in recent conditions, and said they need assistance from neighbor-
ing townships (such as Cannon Twp above) on water rescues. This 
photo is not related to the child rescue but shows the swiftness 
of the river. Facebook photo from Plainfield Professional Fire Fighter’s 
Union Local 3890.

Ci t y  b r e a k s  g r ou n d  on  n ew  fi r e  s t a t io n
City of Cedar Springs welcomes construction of new community asset

Mom withdraws plea 
in infant’s death

Tatiana Fusari

A rendering of 
the new fire sta-
tion. Photo courtesy 
of Orion Construc-
tion.

a n d 
a p -
prox-

i m a t e l y 
5,600 residents. 

The Cedar Springs Fire 
Department is a fully vol-

unteer/paid on-call fire 
department providing fire 
suppression, emergency 
medical services, rescue 
and other services. The de-
partment is comprised of 20 
firefighters and medical first 
responders.

What will it cost?
The Cedar Springs City 

Council approved placing 
a proposal for the new fire 
station on the ballot for the   
November 2018 election. 
The proposal passed and 

Representatives from the City of Cedar Springs, the Cedar Springs Fire Department, 
Orion Construction and others broke ground last week on the new fire station. Post 

photo by J. Reed.

                   CITY- continues on page 6
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95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

With recreational 
marijuana now legal 

in Michigan, it’s 
interesting to note 

that the hops in beer 
are in the same 

family of flowering 
plants as marijuana, 
but contain no THC.

Kate Bialkowski, Elementary Principal:
kbialkowski@ctachargers.org
Jen Colin, Secondary Principal: 
jcolin@ctachargers.org
Autumn Mattson, Superintendent:
amattson@ctachargers.org

616-696-4905  www.ctachargers.org

Ex pa n de d  Wo r k  
Sh a r e  p r og r am  
h e lp s  em p loye r s  
b r in g  b a ck  wo r k e r s  
And restart their operations 

 
LANSING, MICH. As Michigan businesses begin to re-

open, employers are urged to utilize the State’s Work Share 
program which helps employers experiencing economic 
pain due to COVID-19 retain their workforce and bring back 
employees from lay-off as they restart their businesses.  

“As we begin the safe reengagement of our economy, our 
job providers can use Work Share to save money and help 
more people return to work faster,” said Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer. “The program can give business owners the resources 
needed to retain or bring back employees as their custom-
er and business capacity ramps back up. As we continue to 
phase in sectors of our economy, we must continue to do our 
part on behalf of the heroes on the front lines of this crisis, 
including our medical workers, first responders, and other 
essential workers who are putting their lives on the lines for 
us every day. We will get through this together.” 

Work Share allows employers to bring employees back 
from unemployment with reduced hours while employees 
collect partial unemployment benefits to make up for the lost 
wages. Job providers can also utilize the flexible program to 
retain their skilled workforce and avoid layoffs when reve-
nues decline.  

Under the program, a worker receives a reduced salary 
from an employer, but is given a percent of their state ben-
efits plus the additional $600 federal payment in Pandem-
ic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) through CARES Act 
through July 2020. The entire Work Share program is feder-
ally funded through the rest of the year. 

The governor’s recent Executive Order offers employers 
greater flexibility as they restart their business and bring 
employees back from unemployment by allowing most em-
ployers to qualify for the program. Employers who need to 

Deputy to honor fallen officers 
with third run across Michigan
Matt Garbarino, reserve deputy from Kent County Sheriff’s Office, 
will run 100 miles in 24 hours on June 18

Eve r yt h ing ’s com ing  up  fl owe rs

For a third consecutive 
year, reserve deputy Matt 
Garbarino will be taking 
his passion for fitness 
on the road to continue 
the journey he started in 
2018. Once again, he will 
be running to honor law 
enforcement officers who 
have been killed in the 
line of duty in the state of 
Michigan.

The initiative, called 
Run Across Michigan, 
will be a solo run that 
spans 100 miles in just 24 
hours. The journey begins 
in the town of Ashton and 
concludes just south of 
Grand Rapids in Gaines 
Township. The 2020 run 
had some grand plans that 
became unrealistic after 
the coronavirus hit the 
United States.

“We had some big 
plans this year, with po-
lice escorts, an open-to-
the-public fun run at the 
end of the route and an 
end of run celebration,” 
Garbarino said. “But 
COVID-19 has impact-
ed all of us. This year, it 
seemed right to run on my 
own to be mindful of public 
health and valuable police 
resources.”

To further raise aware-
ness for his cause, Matt will 
run all 100 miles with a thin 
blue line flag. This flag is 
unique because friends and 

families of fallen officers 
have requested their loved 
one’s names be displayed 
in their honor. Fundrais-
ing efforts will be directed 

to MI-COPS (Michigan 
Concerns of Police Sur-
vivors), a charity that pro-
vides resources to assist 
the surviving families of 
law enforcement killed in 
the line of duty.

Since records have 
been kept in Michigan, 
there have been close to 
600 line of duty deaths. 
The names of these men 
and women are engraved 
on the monument at the 
Michigan Fallen Heroes 
Memorial in Pontiac. 

“Matt’s efforts mean so 
much to the Fallen He-
roes’ survivors and he is 
a fine ambassador of our 
agency and law enforce-
ment in general,” said 
Michelle LaJoye-Young, 
Kent County Sheriff. 
“When he approached us 
for a third run this year, 
we were happy to give 
him our support once 
again.”

To learn more about 
Run Across Michigan 
2020, visit runacrossmi.
com and join the passion-
ate community on the Run 

Across Michigan Facebook 
page.

This metal sculpture was 
made by Chris Powell.

Have you noticed some 
larger than life flowers 
around the area? 

There is one on the front 
lawn at the Cedar Springs  
Post and a few more at the 
Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company. All turned up 
mysteriously on Mother’s 
Day.

According to Brynadette 
Powell, they are the craft 
of her father, Chris Powell, 
of Cedar Springs. “My dad 
started getting bored with 
retirement. He picked up a 
plasma cutter and has been 
making these beautiful flow-
ers and other pieces,” she 
explained.

She said that her dad picks 



Last Friday, May 22, 
Governor Gretchen Whit-
mer signed Executive Or-
der 2020-100 to extend 
Michigan’s Safer at Home 
order until June 12, 2020. She 
also extended the temporary 
closure of certain places of 
public accommodation such 
as theaters, gyms, restaurants 
and casinos. 

The governor also signed 
Executive Order 2020-99 to 
extend the state of emergen-
cy declaration related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which 
was upheld by Judge Cyn-
thia Stephens on May 21, 
2020. According to a press 
release from the Governor’s 
office, cases of COVID-19 in 
some counties in Western and 
Mid-Michigan are now dou-
bling approximately every 10 
days. “To continue to protect 
Michigan families from both 
the public health and eco-
nomic impacts of the virus, 
and to lower the chance of a 
second wave, the governor’s 
emergency declaration is ex-
tended until June 19, 2020,” 
it said. 

“While the data shows 
that we are making progress, 
we are not out of the woods 
yet. If we’re going to lower the 
chance of a second wave and 
continue to protect our neigh-

bors and loved 
ones from the 
spread of this vi-
rus, we must con-
tinue to do our 
part by staying 
safer at home,” 
said Whitmer. “If 
we open too 
soon, thousands 
more could die 
and our hospitals 
will get over-
whelmed.  While 
we finally have 
more protective equipment 
like masks, we can’t run the 
risk of running low again. We 
owe it to the real heroes on the 
front lines of this crisis—our 
first responders, health care 
workers, and critical work-
ers putting their lives on the 
line every day—to do what 
we can ourselves to stop the 
spread of the virus.” 

 Executive Order 2020-
100 also clarifies and, as nec-
essary, extends the duration 
of a number of previous ex-
ecutive orders. The extend-
ed orders cover protections 
for workers who stay home 
and stay safe when they 
or their close contacts are 
sick, restoring water service 
to those whose water has been 
shut off, the affirmation of 
non-discrimination policies in 

the provision of COVID-19 
care, and more. 

“All of us know the impor-
tance of getting people back 
to work and the economy 
moving again,” said Gover-
nor Whitmer. “We’ve already 
loosened some restrictions on 
construction, manufacturing, 
landscaping, retail, and more. 
But the worst thing we can 
do is open up in a way that 
causes a second wave of in-
fections and death, puts health 
care workers at further risk, 
and wipes out all the progress 
we’ve made.” 

Last week the Governor 
also signed executive order 
2020-96 to reopen retail busi-
nesses and auto dealerships 
by appointment statewide on 
Tuesday, May 26, as part of 
her MI Safe Start plan. Ef-
fective on Friday, May 29, 

the governor also lifted the 
requirement that health care 
providers delay some nones-
sential medical, dental, and 
veterinary procedures state-
wide. And the governor also 
authorized small gatherings 
of 10 people or less starting 
immediately, as long as par-
ticipants practice social dis-
tancing. 

 Businesses that the governor 
has authorized to reopen must 
provide COVID-19 training 
to workers that covers, at 
a minimum, workplace 
infection-control practices, 
the proper use of PPE, steps 
workers must take to notify 
the business or operation of 
any symptoms of COVID-19 
or a suspected or confirmed 
diagnosis of COVID-19, and 
how to report unsafe working 
conditions.   
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OFFICE HOURS: Due to the COVID-19 
shutdown, our office is currently CLOSED and 

there is not always someone to answer calls, so 
leave a message and we’ll get back to you.

Robinson
SEPTIC CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC CLEANING, LLC

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!

w w w. r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

1565 Dagget Road | Pierson
616.636.5565
616.887.2060
24/7 Emergency Service

Thank You

Gove rn o r  Wh i tm e r  e x t e n d s  s t a y  a t  
h om e  o rd e r

Two hurt in 
crash on US-131

Troopers from the 
Michigan State Police 
Rockford Post are in-

vestigating a single ve-
hicle crash that occurred 

on northbound US-
131 south of 

West River 
Drive at ap-

proximately 6:45 p.m. on 
Thursday, May 21.

According to police, a 2003 Ford Fusion driven by a 
23-year-old Cedar Springs woman, exited the roadway, 
struck a guardrail, then spun back into the lanes of travel. 
Upon arrival, the passenger was unresponsive, but regained 
consciousness while being treated on-scene.  The 24-year-
old passenger from Cedar Springs was transported to Spec-
trum-Butterworth Hospital with serious injuries.  The driv-
er was transported with non-life-threatening injuries.

Northbound US-131 
was shut down to one lane 
while troopers investigated 
the scene.  Troopers were 
assisted at the scene by the 
Plainfield Township Fire 
Department. The incident 
remains under investigation 
and the names of the victims 
had not yet been released at 
press time.

Re ca ll:  Hea lt hy  
Cho ice  ch icken  a nd  
tu rkey bowl product s  
Small rocks may be in the bowls

WASHINGTON, May 22, 
2020: Conagra Brands, Inc., 
Russellville, Ark. and Mar-
shall, Mo. establishments, 
are recalling approximately 
276,872 pounds of not ready-
to-eat chicken and turkey bowl 
products because the products 
may contain extraneous mate-
rial, specifically small rocks, 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Food Safety and 
Inspection Service (FSIS) an-
nounced.

The scope of this recall has 
been expanded to include 
Healthy Choice Power Bowls 
Chicken Feta & Farro Bowls, 
Healthy Choice Power Bowls 
Unwrapped Burrito Scramble 
Power Bowls, and Healthy 
Choice Power Bowls Turkey 
Sausage & Egg Scramble 
Power Bowls produced on var-
ious dates. The products were 
produced at two different es-
tablishments.

The following additional 

products are subject to recall:
• 9.5-oz cartons contain-

ing Healthy Choice POWER 
BOWLS Chicken Feta & Far-
ro, with lot code 5006006620 
and best by date of DEC 01 
2020. The product bears estab-
lishment number P-115 on the 
side panel adjacent to the lot 
code.

• 7.2-oz cartons con-
taining Heathy Choice POW-
ER BOWLS Unwrapped 
Burrito Scramble with 
UPC 7265500082, lot code 
5009002920 and best if used 
by date of OCT 25 2020. The 
product bears establishment 
number P9 on the side panel 
adjacent to the lot code.

• 7.2-oz cartons contain-
ing Healthy Choice POWER 
BOWLS Turkey Sausage & 
Egg White Scramble with 
UPC 7265500081, lot code of 
5009003020 and a best if used 
by date of OCT 26 2020 on the 
label. The product bears es-

tablishment number P9 on the 
side panel adjacent to the lot 
code.

• 204-gram cartons con-
taining Healthy Choice POW-
ER BOWLS BOILS NERGIE 
PETIT DEJEUNER TOUTE 
JOURNEE Turkey Sausage 
& Egg White Scramble with 
UPC 7265500202, lot code of 
5009003020 and a best if used 
by date of OCT 26 2020 on the 

Correction
In a story last week about the Avenue of Flags, it said 

that said Paul Schrier, treasurer for the legion, was going 
to personally place the smaller flags on the graves of ap-
proximately 190 veterans that rest in peace at Elmwood 
Cemetery. We were told this week that it was not Paul, 
but Tom Norton, that placed the flags on the graves. We 
regret the error.
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

DirectoryDirectory

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Be more concerned with what 
God thinks about you than 

what people think about you.

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.”

Acts 5:29
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

MemorialMemorial

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Tribute to:

PAULA “JEANNE” RAU
Oct. 27, 1945 - May 28, 2019

In Loving Memory of our 
Dear Wife, Mother, Grand-

mother, Great-Grandmother 
& Friend

As written by her grandson, Ben Rau

It’s amazing to see how many people my 
Grandma has touched throughout her life and 
how much of a bond we all have through her. 
You may have known her as Paula, Jean, Jeanne, 
Grandma, Aunt, Cousin, Sister, Mother, or Wife. 
You may have known her for a few weeks, a few 
months, a few years, a decade, or a lifetime. But 
no matter what name you knew her by, or how 
long you have known her, I can guarantee we 
all knew the same woman. My Grandma was as 
genuine as they come. She was the same person 
around anyone and everyone. What you saw is 
what you got, so if she was happy, you knew it. 
If she was sad, you knew it. If she was angry, 
you knew it. If she was not too fond of the corny 
joke or borderline inappropriate comment you 
made at the dinner table, you certainly knew it...
Grandpa I’m looking at you with this one.

A few days before she passed, my Dad and I 
were at the Hospice care facility speaking with a 
physician in the family room. We got on the top-
ic of how great and wonderful of a woman my 
Grandma was and my Dad stated that she was 
the least judgemental or manipulative person 
he’s ever known. He then proceeded to ask me 
if I had ever experienced Grandma pressuring 
me into anything in my life...I thought about it...
and the only thing I could come up with was her 
telling me to eat more brownies simply because 
she didn’t want to deal with wrapping them up 
and putting them away. She was one of the most 
kind, loving and caring people in this world, all 
she wanted was for others to feel the best they 
could and be as happy as they could.

During Christmas time I always struggled to 
find a perfect gift for her. But deep down I knew 
the thing that would always make her smile was 
simply for me to be happy. This wound in our 
hearts may never fully heal, and whenever you 
feel the pain rising to the surface, remember that 
time she said something dumb or hilarious, re-
member the time she was there for you when 
you needed somebody to lean on, remember 
the time she gave you her all and expected noth-
ing back. I feel I have not really said much in 
this short speech because it’s difficult for me to 
find the proper words to describe my Grandma. 
She was such an amazing woman to all of us, I 
simply cannot do her justice. So today, in honor 
of Paula Jeanne Rau, I’d like us all to give her 
one final gift and just be happy. Not to dwell on 
the loss of a wonderful human being, but to re-
member the memories we gained throughout a 
lifetime.

Sadly missed but always remembered 
with a smile. Much love from your entire 

family and friends as you rest in peace.

Pastor Dick NicholsPastor Dick Nichols
CEDAR CREEK CEDAR CREEK 

COMMUNITY CHURCHCOMMUNITY CHURCH
2969 14 Mile Rd NE, Sparta, MI 49345

(616) 866-4138

IN TIMES LIKE THESE
So begins the Christian hymn, “In times like these we need a Savior, in times 

like these we need an anchor.” A thought I have spent much time with over 
these past few months is the timeliness of God’s word. Specifically, those three 
great words we find in Paul’s writing, “12 For now we see only a reflection as in 
a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of these is love” (1st Corinthians 13:12-13 NIV).

It is this word hope sitting between the bookends of faith and love.  I don’t 
think we would dispute what Paul has written under divine inspiration, “the 
greatest of these is love,” yet this doesn’t default that faith and hope become 
orphans or poorer attributes of the Christian in life’s journey. We need all three 
great words in the times we’re in today and always.  

The writer of Hebrews has given us these scriptures to establish how big this 
little word hope is.  And no, that’s not an oxymoron, let’s see how God lays this 
out for us, “19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It 
enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, 
has entered on our behalf. He has become a high priest forever, in the order of 
Melchizedek” (Hebrews 6:19-20). Confirmed by God himself with an oath, his 
purpose is our encouragement in the hope of being in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, now and forever.  

This is a well-known truth of scripture, that God cannot lie, his promises are 
“yes and amen” for us, unchanging and forever unchangeable, which simply 
means that our hope today is not based on our circumstances or any life event 
that presents itself as life altering, the Ancient of Days who created heaven and 
earth has said so. Hope is not lost, it is right where it belongs, held in place for 
us by God’s gifts of faith and love. How big is this little word?  Well, it’s only 
four little letters h-o-p-e, while at the same time, this hope is eternal, given to 
us for encouragement by God himself. That’s quite a big little word isn’t it?

Now, like faith and love, hope is as big in our lives, as we choose to allow; 
if our faith is in God, and we believe what is written in scripture that “God is 
love,” (1st John 4:16), that faith is truly “a gift of God,” (Ephesians 2:8), do we 
exercise our faith and love by accepting God’s hope even when we may not see 
the end of our circumstances.  God does!  

“13 May the 
God of hope 
fill you with 
all joy and 
peace as you 
trust in him, 
so that you 
may overflow 
with hope by 
the power 
of the Holy 
Spirit” (Ro-
mans 5:13 
NIV).  Quite 
frankly, that’s 
good enough 
for me.
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AVIS COVEL
Avis Covell age 81 
of Cedar Springs 
died Tuesday, 
May 19, 2020 at 
Spectrum Health 
Blodgett Campus. 
She was born 
November 28, 
1938 in Wayland, 
MI the daughter of 
Raymond (Ruth 
Wycoff) Schestag. 
Avis was a social 
butterfly. She knew 
people no matter where she went, even out 
of state. She loved her family, especially the 
grandchildren and was dearly loved by them. Avis 
enjoyed Sunday dinners, camping and bonfires 
and was the bridge that kept everyone together. 
She is survived by her beloved husband of 65 
years Leon; children, Teresa (Rock) Spicer, Tracy 
(Ted) Spicer, Todd (Sara) Covell; grandchildren, 
Daniel (Diane) Spicer, Amy Spicer, Randy 
(Lianna) Spicer; great-grandchildren, Chelsey, 
Rayann, Megyn, Landon, Cole; great-great-
granddaughter, Cecelia; siblings, June Mabie, 
Harvey Schestag, Margie Ruis, Gary Schestag, 
Cheryl Schoenborn. She was preceded in death 
by her parents and granddaughter, Mandy Spicer. 
It was Avis’ wish to not have a funeral. In lieu of 
flowers please consider memorial contributions 
to Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation 
P.O. Box 4368 East Lansing, MI 48826 or the 
American Heart Association, 3940 Peninsular 
Dr. SE Ste 180 Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

 Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

BARBARA HELSEL
Barbara Jean 
Helsel age 91 of 
Cedar Springs went 
to be with her Lord 
surrounded by her 
family on Tuesday, 
May 19, 2020. She 
was born January 
15, 1929 in Cedar 
Springs, MI the 
daughter of Roger 
and Helen (Hanna) 
Fisk. She grew up 
on the family farm 
on Fisk Knob where she and her brothers and 
sisters spent many happy days working and 
playing on the knob. She enjoyed crocheting, 
knitting and growing a large garden. Every year 
you would find her canning as many jars of 
fruit and vegetables as she could to prepare her 
family for the year ahead. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Ora; grandson, Jason 
Rideout; brother, Jack Fisk. Surviving are her 
children, Dianne (John) Rideout, Linda Shotko, 
Rodney (Jeannie) Helsel; 3 brothers; 3 sisters; 
7 grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; 1 
great-great-grandchildren. Family services 
were held at Pilgrim Bible Church with Pastor 
David Ward officiating. Interment Solon 
Township Cemetery. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Pilgrim Bible Church. 
The family would like to thank the caring staff 
of Emmanuel Hospice and her personal care 
givers for their loving care to Barbara. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

ObituaryObituary

Nearly four million people are being sent 
their Economic Impact Payment by prepaid 
debit card, instead of paper check. The de-
termination of which taxpayers receive a 
debit card was made by the Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service, another part of the Treasury 
Department that works with the IRS to han-
dle distribution of the payments.

These Economic Impact Payment Cards 
arrive in a plain envelope from Money Net-
work Cardholder Services. The Visa name 
will appear on the front of the card; the 
back of the card has the name of the issuing 
bank, MetaBank, N.A. Information includ-
ed with the card will explain that the card is 
an Economic Impact Payment Card.

Those who receive Economic Impact 

Payment by prepaid debit card can do the 
following without any fees:

•  Make purchases online and at any retail 
location where Visa is accepted

•  Get cash from in-network ATMs
• Transfer funds to their personal bank 

account
•  Check their card balance online, by mo-

bile app, or by phone
This free, prepaid card also provides con-

sumer protections available to traditional 
bank account owners, including protection 
against fraud, loss, and other errors.

The card will come with instructions 
on how to activate and use it. Learn more 
at www.eipcard.com.

ObituaryObituary

TAX TIMETAX TIME $$$$

ARVAJEAN I. STONER
Arvajean I. 
Stoner age 87 of 
Sand Lake, died 
Thursday, May 
21, 2020 at her 
home. Arvajean 
was born April 30, 
1933 the daughter 
of Archie 
and Berneice 
(Hudson) Porter. 
She was a 
member of the 
Church of the 
Full Gospel, Sand Lake. Surviving are her 
children, Karen Stoner, Gerrilee (Doug) 
Morell, Gale Magoon (Julian Balderrama), 
Jeffrey Stoner, Kevin (Nichole) Stoner; 20 
grandchildren; many great and great great 
grandchildren; brother, Carmon (Wally) 
Porter; sisters, Shirley (Tom) Sharp, 
Babe Gust, Linda (Jim) Babylon, Sally 
Brooms, Susan Trader; many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Jerry; son, Michael; 
and granddaughter, Miranda. A public 
visitation was held Tuesday, May 26 from 
6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. The family will not 
be present. A family graveside will be held 
on Saturday, May 30 at Solon Township 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Spectrum Health Hospice, 
750 Fuller Ave, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

label. The product bears establishment number 
EST P9 on the side panel adjacent to the lot 
code.

• 204-gram cartons containing Heathy 
Choice POWER BOWLS BOILS NER-
GIE PETIT DEJEUNER TOUTE JOURN-
EE Unwrapped Burrito Scramble with UPC 
7265500203, lot code 5009002920 and best if 
used by date of OCT 25 2020. The product bears 
establishment number EST P9 on the side panel 
adjacent to the lot code.

On April 10, 2020, Conagra Brands, Inc., 
recalled approximately 130,763 pounds of not 
ready-to-eat chicken bowl products produced on 
Jan. 23, 2020. The products bear establishment 
number EST P115 inside the USDA Mark of 
inspection.

• 9.5-oz. cartons containing Healthy 
Choice POWER BOWLS Chicken Feta & 
Farro with lot code 5006002320, UPC code 
072655001800 and a best by date of 10/19/2020 
on the label.

• 9.5-oz. cartons containing Healthy 
Choice POWER BOWLS Chicken Feta & Far-
ro, BOILS NERGIE Poulet feta et peautre with 
lot code 5006002320, UPC code 072655003026 
and a best by date of 10/19/2020 on the label.

These items were shipped to retail locations 
nationwide and exported to Canada.

The problem was discovered when the firm 
received additional consumer complaints about 
rocks being in the products and the firm then no-
tified FSIS of the issue.

There have been no confirmed reports of 
adverse reactions due to consumption of these 
products. Anyone concerned about an injury or 
illness should contact a healthcare provider.

FSIS is concerned that some product may be 
in consumers’ freezers. Consumers who have 
purchased these products are urged not to con-
sume them. These products should be thrown 
away or returned to the place of purchase.

FSIS routinely conducts recall effectiveness 
checks to verify recalling firms notify their cus-
tomers of the recall and that steps are taken to 
make certain that the product is no longer avail-
able to consumers. When available, the retail 
distribution list(s) will be posted on the FSIS 
website at www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls.

Consumers with questions about the recall 
can contact Conagra Brands Consumer Care 
at 1-800-672-8240 or at Consumer.Care@
conagra.com.



provided the necessary financing through 
a millage and tax bond not to exceed 
$3,115,000, which will pay for site im-
provements, build design and construction, 
as well as additional equipment, vehicles 
and other related expenses for the fire de-
partment.

“The voters have entrusted the city to 
use their money wisely to build a new fire 
station that will propel us into the future. 
The current fire station has been in place 
for 40 years at this point, and we’re looking 
to build a facility that will last for the next 
40-plus years,” said City Manager Mike 
Womack. “With any project we undertake 
here in the city, we are very cognizant of 
the costs involved. We thank the citizens 
for entrusting us with their money and we 
will use it to the best of our ability. Not only 
is Orion Construction providing us the best 
bang for our buck, but we were also able to 
secure an incredibly low interest rate on the 
bond issuance that is going to save a ton on 
interest as well.”

According to Womack, citizens ap-
proved a 15-year option with an estimat-
ed $4,013,850 payback on the $3,115,000 
loan. But since the interest rate was only 
1.35 percent, they now only expect to have 
to pay back $3,454,816. 

“That is a savings of $559,034 over the 
original 15-year projection,” Womack told 
the Post. “That accounts for an estimated 
$37,000 reduction in each yearly payment 
that the City has to make on the bond pay-
back.  For the citizens, it translates into a 
reduction from the original estimated 3.4 
mills tax increase that was approved by vot-
ers down to only about 2.59 mills in the first 
year (it’s technically a variable rate but we 
don’t expect it to change much from year 
to year). With all of the economic devel-
opment going on in the City, that number 
could go down even more as more busi-
nesses come to town.” 

“I am happy that we waited until the opti-
mal time to issue to the bond because even 
though the project was a little delayed in 
starting, it will strongly benefit the taxpay-
ers in the long run,” he added.

What will the new fire station have?
The new 10,000 square foot fire station 

will be triple the size of the existing facility, 
providing much-needed space for meeting, 
training, and equipment storage. It will also 
be compliant with new federal standards 
and local code.

“We have equipment stored off site that 
we’ll be able to bring back on-site, and 
we’ll have a meeting room big enough to 
hold meetings without having to pull trucks 
out of the apparatus bays,” said Cedar 
Springs Fire Chief, Marty Fraser. “The new 
station will give us room to expand with 
new and updated equipment to serve the 
community as the need grows in the future. 
It will be a great asset to the community and 
something we can all be proud of.”

The new fire station features a nearly 
7,000 square foot pre-engineered metal 
building for the apparatus area with four 
vehicle bays for fire engines, as well as 
storage areas for cleaning and storing gear, 
as well as a hose tower.  Directly adjacent 
to the apparatus bays is a 3,300 square 
foot office area with a 60-person meeting 
room, full kitchen, laundry room, office and 
storage areas, two full bathrooms and two 
half-bathrooms.

“We’re proud to be a partner with the 
Cedar Springs community and work with 
them to create a new home for the Cedar 
Springs Fire Department,” said Roger Re-
hkopf, President of Orion Construction. 
“The new facility will provide necessary 
updates and adequate room and resources 
for the firefighters to best serve their com-
munity and keep them safe.”

Orion Construction is serving as the gen-
eral contractor. Hubbell, Roth & Clark, Inc. 
is providing all architectural and engineer-
ing services.

Construction is estimated to begin in the 
next couple of weeks and be complete by 
April or May of 2021.

GRAND RAPIDS, 
Mich.—The need for blood 
donations continues to es-
calate throughout Mich-
igan. As the state battles 
conditions caused by coro-
navirus, including a decline 
in blood donations, Versiti 
Blood Center of Michi-
gan (formerly Michigan 
Blood) indicates the need 
for life-saving blood is dire 
across the state.

The historic flooding last 
week in the mid-Michigan 
area also adversely affect-
ed the state’s blood sup-
ply. Versiti lost hundreds 
of donation appointments, 
making the need for blood 
donations even greater.

“Our blood supply is not 
meeting hospital demand. 
That is the situation we face 
today,” said Versiti Blood 
Center of Michigan Area 
Vice President Dawn Kai-

ser. “Hospitals are resum-
ing surgeries and trauma 
cases are increasing as stay-
at-home orders are relaxed. 
We must be able to provide 
blood. Lives depend on it.”

Versiti urgently asks gen-
erous Michigan residents to 
donate blood of all types–
especially O-negative 
blood, the universal blood 
type used in trauma situa-
tions–to ensure hospitals 
have the blood they need to 
treat cancer patients, trauma 
victims and those undergo-
ing surgeries.

To ensure ongoing do-
nor safety, Versiti requires 
all employees and donors 
to wear cloth face cover-
ings. Donors are asked to 
bring their own face mask 
or covering if they have 
one. Social distancing is 
being practiced at all do-
nation centers and com-

munity blood drives. The 
temperature of all donors 
is taken prior to their ap-
pointment; employees are 
also monitored. Versiti has 
also implemented increased 
cleaning and disinfecting 
procedures at all centers 
and local community dona-
tion sites.

Donating blood takes 
about an hour. Anyone age 
17 or older in good health 
who meets eligibility re-
quirements is encouraged to 
give. Parental consent is re-
quired for donors age 16 to 
give. Donors should bring a 
photo ID that includes their 
birth date.

Appointments are encour-
aged but walk-ins are wel-
come. To schedule an ap-
pointment to donate blood, 
call 1-866-642-5663 or 
visit Versiti online at http://
www.versiti.org/Michigan.

Melanoma can’t wait - 
What everyone should understand about this 
deadly cancer
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Versiti Blood Center of 
Michigan in dire need of 
blood donations
State’s hospitals experiencing spike in need, 
particularly for O-negative blood

HEALTHHEALTH

(BPT) - While the sum-
mer months often serve as 
an important reminder on 
the dangers of sun exposure, 
many people may not real-
ize that skin cancer can hap-
pen to anyone at any time 
of the year. With more than 
five million new cases diag-
nosed each year, skin cancer 
is the most common cancer 
in the U.S. In fact, one in 
five Americans will develop 
skin cancer by the age of 70.

There are many different types of skin 
cancer, and while the majority can be rel-
atively slow growing, melanoma, the faster 
growing cancer, is an exception to this rule. 
For every 30 days that early stage melano-
ma treatment is delayed, there is a negative 
impact on overall survival.

May is Melanoma Awareness Month, a 
great time to learn about advances in skin 
cancer detection and the proactive mea-
sures everyone can take throughout the 
year to monitor for and prevent skin cancer.

Advances in Skin Cancer Detection - No 
Scalpel Needed:

For decades, biopsies have been the stan-
dard way to test growing skin spots or sus-
picious moles for melanoma, but using a 
scalpel to remove a portion of the mole is 
not always necessary, can be painful,  and 
can leave scarring behind. What’s more, of 
the 4.5 million biopsies performed annual-
ly, only around 180,000 cases of melanoma 
are detected, or 1 melanoma for every 25 
biopsies.

Today, however, advances in science and 
the precision of genomics enable melano-
ma to be detected at the earliest stages with-
out a biopsy using a non-invasive adhesive 
patch test. This adhesive patch test, made 
by DermTech, collects skin cells from the 
surface of an entire lesion without a biopsy 
and reduces the chance of missing a mela-

noma to less than 1%, where a biopsy has 
as high as a 17% chance of missing a mel-
anoma.

“Being able to rule out melanoma without 
a biopsy is an option every patient should 
know about,” said Nora, a melanoma sur-
vivor. “Having this testing option can mean 
greater peace of mind and help eliminate 
unnecessary watching, waiting, worrying 
and even scarring.”

“It is critical to catch and treat melano-
ma early for the best chance of survival. 
Having this adhesive patch test offers a 
way to effectively rule out melanoma and 
objectively assess a suspicious lesion in a 
non-invasive manner,” said Dr. Julie Kar-
en, a board-certified dermatologist in New 
York City who specializes in skin cancer 
and laser surgery. “This test is also a crit-
ical tool that can be extraordinarily helpful 
when practicing dermatology via telemedi-
cine, as a doctor can order the test to be sent 
to the patient’s home to be administered by 
the patient under their doctor’s supervision, 
and results are achieved within a few days 
after test completion.”
How to Spot Skin Cancer 
Early (Hint: Check Often):

Dr. Karen shared that, “The good news 
is, there are a few simple steps people can 
take to be vigilant about finding melanoma 

May is Melanoma Awareness Month PleaPlea
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Fusari claims Welch abused her physi-
cally, mentally and emotionally, leaving 
her unable to care for their 10-month-old 
daughter Mary. 

The move is a big gamble for Fusari, be-
cause now that she has withdrawn her sec-
ond-degree murder plea, she will face the 
original first-degree murder and child abuse 
charges and risk mandatory life in prison 
without parole if convicted.

The couple found their baby dead in her 
crib on Thursday, August 2, 2018, and called 
authorities at 12:06 p.m. to their home at 
16509 Algoma Avenue, known by many 
in the community as Blackacre Farm. The 
baby was pronounced dead at the scene.

An officer at the scene reported that the 
baby’s eyes and cheeks were sunken into 
her head and her muscles were so weak she 
could not crawl or lift her head. 

Fusari had said she had fed the baby be-
fore going to work at her second shift job. 

In a conversation with the dispatcher, 
Seth Welch said that they had put Mary to 
bed at 3 p.m. and found her dead at 10 a.m. 
the next morning—after 19 hours in her 
crib. He then waited two hours before call-
ing 911. He said that he had waited before 
calling 911 because he didn’t know what to 
do and had called his lawyer first. Accord-

ing to the prosecutor, Welch called his par-
ents, texted someone about selling a goat, 
and googled why a rapper was kidnapped 
before he called 911. 

When the dispatcher asked how he was 
holding up, Welch said, “You know, just an-
other day. It is what it is.” 

They reportedly told investigators they 
just thought the baby was skinny, like her 
older sister had been. They had never tak-
en Mary to a doctor because Welch said 
they didn’t trust them after being reported 
to CPS by one they disagreed with over the 
care of their oldest daughter.

An autopsy revealed the cause of death 
was ruled as malnutrition/dehydration due 
to neglect on the part of the adult caregiv-
ers. The pathologist said he found no meta-
bolic diseases or parasites that would keep 
her from absorbing nutrients.

Police testified that during the investiga-
tion, Welch said his daughter’s death was 
part of natural selection, and he also told 
them he wasn’t losing any sleep over it.

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office said 
they had only responded to the home once 
before on a matter unrelated to child wel-
fare. 

The other two children were removed 
from the home and placed with grandpar-
ents, and a third child, that Fusari had while 
in jail, was placed with another family.

saved the child’s life.”
They also said they dis-

courage anyone from boat-

ing on the river. “The water 
is moving very fast and con-
ditions are unpredictable.”

RescuedRescued
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They noted in an earlier 
post about river conditions 
that they do not have a 
water craft and require as-
sistance from neighboring 
agencies, such as Cannon 
Township Fire, on water 
rescues.



TRACK & FIELDTRACK & FIELD
Julia Danielson
Parents: Elise Gates, DJ & Hollin Dela-
cruz, Tony & Andrea Caruso
Future Plans: Attend Grand Rapids 
Community College to study Child De-
velopment, with future plans to work 
with kids
Career Highlight: Long Jumping 16 feet 
and 1.75 inches ,which was a new per-
sonal record at Greenville last year, in 
what was her last track meet

“I want to thank my whole family, and all my friends for being there and supporting me 
through all my years of playing track. Coming to every track meet, no matter what type of 
weather, they were always there for me and I love them so much. I also want to thank all 
the coaches that helped me get better everyday at practice, and pushed me to do my best 
at every track meet.”
To the Underclassmen: “Never give up, and always do your best at every track meet. 
Never take it for granted, because 4 years will go by fast, and they are gone just like that!”

Alyssa Washington
Parents: Steve and Jody Washing-
ton
Future Plans: Joining the Army 
National Guard while also majoring 
in chemistry and minoring in health 
and fitness at Muskingum Universi-
ty where she will be continuing to 
run track.
Highlight: Going to varsity confer-
ence meet at Housman Field every 
year and “hammocking” behind the bleachers for hours before the meet started.

“I want to thank not just my Mom and Dad, but any parent or teammate who has sup-
ported me as a runner, much love to you all. I would also love to thank each coach who I 
have had the honor to run under, thank you for not only believing in me, but pushing me 
further in my track career.”
To the Underclassmen: “I love you all and I’m going to miss you so much! I’m super 
bummed we didn’t get one last season together but don’t let that stop you from making your 
next seasons even better. Follow your heart and do what you love, but remember, no matter 
where you end up you all will always have a place on the track.” 

Tonya Tepin
Parents: Jim and Michele Tepin
Future Plans: Attending Olivet College to continue her 
Cross Country career and to major in Biology.
Track Career Highlight: Running on the 4x800relay team 
and making the podium at the Daily News Meet and running 
on the 4x400

“I would like to thank my Mom for pushing my siblings 
and I to run and my Dad for always supporting the work it 
takes. I would also like to thank all of my coaches, both old 
and new, for pushing me and always expecting more from 
me. It has helped me become more dedicated to the sport and 
find my love of running.”

To the Underclassmen: “Just try to be positive! With me not being around all the time, 
y’all are going to need to start believing in yourselves! As cliché as this sounds, you are 
all so talented and can do so much more, as I have seen most of your dedication and speed 
coming out in practice! Please, learn how to escape your own doubt, as it will help you 
in more places than on the course/track. Thank you so much for all the memories and not 
trying to kill me when my positivity is at an annoying peak.“

Avery Rugg
Parents: Todd and Becky Rugg
Future Plans: Attend Michigan State University and participate 
on the Rowing team at MSU
Career Highlight: 100 meter in 13.06 seconds; 200 meter in 
29.05 seconds

“Thank you to Coach Neier for helping succeed in my High 
School track career.”
Avery has a 3.96 GPA and is a member of the National Honor 
Society

GIRLS TENNISGIRLS TENNIS
Samantha Rusche
Parents: Matt Rusche and Jason and Beth 
Matthews
Future Plans: Attend Baker College to be-
come an X-ray Technician
Career Highlight: Playing tournaments 
and placing first and second
Message to underclassmen: “They told 
me my senior year would go fast but I sure 

didn’t think it would be quite this short! Enjoy every minute in High School, it will be over 
before you know it . Congratulations Class of 2020!”

“Thank you to my wonderful parents, sisters; Payton and Kennedy, and friends who have 

helped to get me this far in life. I could not ask for more amazing people in my life!”

Desiree Wise
Parents: Melissa Stewart
Future Plans: Attending Central Michigan University 
to major in Secondary Education with a concentration in 
Mathematics and minoring in Child Development
Career Highlight: Coming in first place for my flight at the 
Sparta Invitational for 2 years in a row.

“I want to say thank you to my coached that I’ve been 
lucky to have throughout my high school career. I have 
grown so much because of their help and through all the 
hard work and the persistence they’ve helped me grow and I 
will never forget that. I also want to thank H (or Mr. Harden) because even though he was 
never my coach he helped me grow on and off the court from being a part of the Athletic 
Leadership Council. He taught me what it meant to be a true leader and I hope to continue 
growing my leadership skills. Last but not least, I want to thank my mom because I definite-
ly wouldn’t be where I cam today without her.”
To the Underclassmen: “Don’t take this for granted and make sure you put in the work. 
You should always give your 110% no matter if you are at practice or at a game it doesn’t 
matter. Your never know when this is going to end so take it from a member of the Class of 
2020 and make every moment count because it can be over before you know it.”

Rachael Ells
Parents: Jeff and Kelly Ells 
Future Plans: Attend Grand Valley State University and 
study Allied Health Sciences 
Career Highlight: 1st place at Sparta Invitational and 2nd 
place at Middleville Invitational

“I want to first off thank my parents and my brother Con-
nor for supporting me no matter what. For coming to ev-
ery single match, for sitting for hours in the hot sun at my 
tournaments every weekend. For always having to remind 
me to grab my water bottle and sunscreen. I love you guys 

so much! I’d also like to thank Coach Russel and Coach Johns. Thank you guys so much 
for always encouraging us to do our best, and for coaching us every step of the way! And 
lastly to my long time partner Sam Rusche, I have had so much fun being your partner for 
the last couple of seasons! You are an amazing player, and I’m so happy that we got to kick 
butt together!

BOYS GOLF BOYS GOLF 
David Mitchell
Parents: Ricky Mitchell & Kristy Mitchell
“Dave was one of our top golfers, and he has opportuni-
ties to continue his golf career at the next level.” - Coach 
Schlump

Trey Lewis 
Parents: Amy Lewis & Jason 
Lewis
“Trey has been committed 
to our golf program and has 
shown consistent growth and 
has improved each sea-son” - 
Coach Schlump

Lucas Secor 
Parents: Robin Secord & Wayne Secord
“Lucas is a second year golfer who plays like he is much 
more experienced than that! Lucas is fun to be around and 
works very hard to improve his game.” - Coach London

“Forever, Cedar Spring’s Red Hawks!”“Forever, Cedar Spring’s Red Hawks!”
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Ignore these vehicle repairs 
and you may get pulled over
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         OFFICES - continues on page 16

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

Thank You

616-887-1791616-887-1791

www.spartachevy.com

Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

ESSENTIAL WORKERS
FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY! WE SALUTE YOU! 

PLEASE STAY SAFE!

Secretary of State 
branch offices to 
reopen June 1 by 
appointment only
Updated renewal mailers will provide 
additional information on easiest 
means of conducting transactions

Secretary of State branch offices will reopen June 1 by 
appointment only for essential transactions not available 
online in order to continue to balance the need to provide 
critical services and protect public health.

“While the offices were closed to the public, we conduct-
ed more than 3,000 emergency appointments for essential 
workers and planned and implemented protocols so that we 
could reopen in a way that ensures the safety of employees 
and all Michiganders,” said Secretary of State Jocelyn Ben-
son. “Customers can be confident they’ll be able to conduct 
their business with us safely and efficiently.”

Beginning the week of June 1, all 131 branch offices in 
Michigan will be open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. for appointment-only services for transactions in-
cluding:

• Driver licenses and state ID transactions that must be 
done in person 

• Title transfers 
• Operator, CDL, chauffeur, mechanic and motorcycle 

testing 
• Seasonal commercial vehicle renewal 
Branch staff will follow strict health and safety proto-

cols, including wearing masks, standing six feet apart, us-
ing desk shields, and continuously disinfecting shared or 
common surfaces. Branch doors will be locked, and each 
branch will have a greeter to let customers with appoint-
ments in at scheduled appointment times. A copy of the de-
partments reopening preparedness plan can be found here: 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/MDOS_Pre-
paredness_Plan_692017_7.pdf.

Keeping your car in good repair may keep you from getting a ticket.

From the Car Care Council

(NAPSI)—Many drivers 
may feel that they don’t have 
the time or money to address 
vehicle repairs immediately, 
but beware: Ignoring some 
repairs can get you pulled 
over and even ticketed.

“Ignoring certain vehicle 
repairs may seem to save 
money in the short term but 
can lead to extra costs, such 
as fines or ‘fix-it’ tickets, if 
these problems are not taken 
care of when they arise,” ex-
plains Rich White, executive 
director, Car Care Council. 
“In some jurisdictions, car 
owners may even lose their 
license for certain violations. 
A few dollars spent on simple 
vehicle repairs can help avoid 
trouble with the law.”

While a vehicle is in oper-
ation, traffic laws require that 
certain equipment is proper-
ly installed and functioning 
correctly, including brakes, 
headlights, turn signals, mir-
rors, windshields and safety 
belts, to name a few.

The Car Care Council rec-
ommends that drivers address 
these four repairs right away 
as they present public safety 

concerns that can earn driv-
ers a traffic ticket on top of a 
repair bill.

• Non-functioning turn 
signals and headlights or 
taillights that are cracked or 
broken. Most states require 
vehicles to have functioning 
turn signals as well as two 
functioning headlights and 
taillights. Taillights must il-
luminate red; if a taillight 
is cracked, it can give off a 
white light, which is also typ-

ically a traffic violation.
• Cracked windshield. If a 

windshield is cracked, dis-
colored or tinted in a way 
that obstructs vision, drivers 
may get ticketed and fined. 
In some states, vehicle mod-
ifications, such as tinted win-
dows, are prohibited.

• License plates are unread-
able. If the license plate light 
is out or the plate is otherwise 
unreadable, drivers may be 
pulled over. In some states 

this includes clear or tinted 
plastic license plate covers.

• Loud exhaust system. 
A defective exhaust system 
that is too loud, either be-
cause it’s been modified or 
because it needs repairs, can 
be cause for a ticket. What’s 
considered loud depends on 
the state.

Many states also require 
periodic vehicle safety in-
spections. For an overview 
by state, visit https://drivin-
glaws.aaa.com/tag/safety-in-
spection/.

Free Guide
To order a free copy of the 

popular Car Care Guide, visit 
www.carcare.org.



OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
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345 N. Main Street | Cedar Springs

Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.vanderhydeford . com

GREAT NEWS! Our showrooms 
are now open by appointment! 
If you have been waiting for the right time 
to make your very best deal, the time is 
NOW and the place is Vanderhyde Ford!

Call us to set your appointment today 
or visit us online at worththeride.com

 0% APR
FINANCING

MONTHS
ON SELECT VEHICLES84

UP TO CA$H 
BACK

You need to get into Vanderhyde Ford today! 

OFFERS 
TO SAVE YOU 
THOUSANDS

LOW
LEASE PAYMENTS

HIGHEST 
TRADE-IN VALUES



Help support your local newspaper, Congratulate Your Grad in The POST and 
Make a Memory Last!
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Mail to: Cedar Springs Post, “Congrat Your Grad,” P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or email classifieds@cedarspringspost.com & call 616.696.3655 for payment.

Give your graduate the 
recognition they deserve!

You can have your announcement appear in 
our graduation section (featuring graduates from Cedar 

Springs High School, Tri County High School, CTA, Algoma 
Christian and surrounding areas) printed in the June 4th 

edition of your local newspaper,  for

ONLY $35
Send in a brief message with a picture of your choice, 
or email it to classifieds@cedarspringspost.com & call 

616.696.3655 for payment. Deadline: Monday, June 1st.Deadline: Monday, June 1st.

Graduate’s Name:__________________________________
School:___________________________________________
Your Message:_____________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Congratulate Your Grad
With graduation 

ceremonies being 
canceled due to 

COVID-19, 
2020 graduates 

deserve to be 
recognized.

BE A PART BE A PART 
OF HISTORY!OF HISTORY!The POST is bound into a book 

The POST is bound into a book each each year and donated to the 
year and donated to the Cedar Springs Historical Society 

Cedar Springs Historical Society for a permanent historical record.
for a permanent historical record.

Hailey Wysocki
C E D A R  S P R I N G S  
H I G H  S C H O O L

H a ile y , 
W e  a re  a ll s o  p ro u d  o f  y o u ! W e  k n o w  y o u  
w ill b e  s u c c e s s fu l in  e v e r y th in g  y o u  s e t  
o u t  to  d o . C o n g ra tu la t io n s  o n  a ll y o u r  h a rd  
w o rk ! W e  lo v e  y o u ! 

Lo v e ,  
M o m  &  D a d

 b ro th e r  R ic h  &  A u d re y, s is te r  S a m a n th a  &  To m , 
G ra n d p a  &  G ra n d m a  In g e rso ll, G ra n d p a  &  

G ra n d m a  C h a p m a n , 
a n d  A L L  yo u r  e x te n d e d  Fa m ily !   

EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability 
concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 
We use this information to verify the letter’s authentici-
ty. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge 
letters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter 
per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or 
send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICE
VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

POSTPOST Scripts Scripts Access my Social Security from 
your home
By Vonda Vantil, 
Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

With so many services available on-
line through my Social Security, signing 
up for a secure account will help you 
conduct Social Security business from 
home.  With your personal my Social 
Security account, you can:

• Estimate your future benefits 
with our Retirement Calculator 
to compare different dates or 

ages to begin receiving benefits;
• Check the status of your Social Security application;
• Review your work history; and
• Request a replacement Social Security card (in most States). 
• If you already receive benefits, you can also:
• Get a benefit verification or proof of income letter;
• Set up or change your direct deposit;
• Change your address; 
• Request a replacement Medicarecard; and
• Get a Social Security 1099 form (SSA-1099).
You can even use your personal my Social Security account to opt out of 

receiving certain notices by mail, such as the annual cost-of-living adjustments 
and the income-related monthly adjustment amount notice.  Instead, through 
the Message Center you can receive secure, sensitive communications.

Let your friends and family know that they can create a my Social Security 
account today at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

Vonda Van Til is the Public Affairs Specialist for West Michigan.  You can 
write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045 Knapp NE, Grand Rapids 
MI 49525 or via email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov.  



 

Funny riddles
1 There’s a fine line between a numerator and a de-

nominator. (…Only a fraction of people will get 
this clean joke.)

2.  What do dentists call their x-rays?
 Tooth pics!
3.  Did you hear about the first restaurant to open on 

the moon?
 It had great food, but no atmosphere.
4.  What did one ocean say to the other ocean?
 Nothing, it just waved.
5.  Do you want to hear a construction joke?
 Sorry, I’m still working on it.
6.  Did you hear about the fire at the circus?
 It was in tents!
7.  Why do ducks have feathers?
 To cover their butt quacks!
8.  What’s the difference between a hippo and a zippo?
 One is really heavy and the other’s a little lighter.
9.  What does a nosey pepper do?
 It gets jalapeño business. 
10.  Why should you never trust stairs?
 They’re always up to something.
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FlowersFlowers
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to: news@cedarspringspost.
com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/

hometown-happenings/

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
by mandate of the by mandate of the 
State of Michigan.State of Michigan.

For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Shutterbugs invited to submit 
photos from Great Lakes sites 

Red Flannel Scholarship Pageant
May 31: Attention all young ladies attending Cedar 
Springs High School, Creative Technologies Academy, 
or that live in the Cedar Springs school district, 
(including homeschool) who will be in the 11th grade in 
the 2020-2021 school year, and have a GPA of 3.0 at the 
end of the 10th grade. There will be a mandatory parent 
meeting for any young lady who would like to participate 
in the 2020 Red Flannel Pageant and her parent(s). The 
meeting will be Sunday, May 31st at 2 pm. Due to the 
changing restrictions on group gatherings the location 
of the meeting will be determined closer to the date. The 
meeting will take place either on line via Zoom or in 
person at the Springs Church at the set date and time. 
If you are interested in participating in the pageant and 
would like to attend the meeting please contact pageant 
director Kaleigh Goehler directly at redflannelpageant@
gmail.com so that you can be updated on the location of 
the meeting. If you are unable to attend the meeting but 
would still like to participate please email the pageant 
director directly. #19-22b

Photo credit: From U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Detroit District Facebook page.

DETROIT- The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Detroit District, invites the 
public to participate in their 
annual photo contest. 

Entries are now being ac-
cepted through 11:59 p.m. 
June 7 and should feature 
Great Lakes’ sites such as 
the Soo Locks, Duluth Ship 
Canal, piers, breakwaters or 
federal harbors on the Great 
Lakes. The top 12 pho-
tographers will have their 
photo included in a 2021 
downloadable calendar and 
the top three photographers, 
determined by social media 
vote, will receive a plaque 
with their winning photo, 
provided by the Soo Locks 
Visitors Center Association. 

“I love the annual photo 
contest,” said Lt. Col. Greg-
ory Turner, commander, 
USACE, Detroit District. 
“It captures the beauty of 
the Great Lakes and allows 
us to see the projects that 
we’ve designed, built and, 
now, maintain from a whole 
new perspective. We in the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Detroit District are 
proud to continue our an-
nual photo contest tradition 
this year to bring a sense of 
community during uncer-
tain times.” 

Digital photo submis-
sions will be uploaded to 
an album on the Detroit 

District Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/
USACEDetroitDistrict/ 
June 8 and open for public 
voting through “likes” un-
til 9:00 a.m. June 22. By 
entering the contest, par-
ticipants agree to abide by 

the official rules. Complete 
photo contest instructions 
and rules can be found on 
our website at: https://www.
lre.usace.army.mil/Media/
Photo-Contest/. Interactive 
maps of U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers harbors and 

civil works projects in the 
Detroit District are also 
available on the website: 
ht tps : / /www.l re .usace .
army.mil/. For more details, 
contact Emily Schaefer, De-
troit District public affairs 
specialist, 313-226-4681.

up various forms of scrap and recycles the material into the 
works of art. For instance, the flower at the Post was made 
from an old propane tank. She said he has made other types of 
pieces, including a sunfish, windchimes, a lightning rod, etc. 

She said many are on display at Pro Auto Works on North-
land Drive. All of his sculptures are for sale. If anyone is in-
terested in one of them, call Carl Straub at Pro Auto Works 
at 696-8863.

reduce hours and wages by 10 percent to 60 percent can en-
roll employees in the program. 

“Work Share offers employers solutions to fit their specif-
ic business needs by allowing multiple plans with different 
reduction levels and the ability to choose how many of their 
workers will participate,” Dept. of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity Director Jeff Donofrio said. “The program is 
great for workers too. For the next two months, the federal 
government provides an extra $600 to employees on work-
share providing wage replacement and incentives to return 
to work from unemployment. The federally funded program 
also helps workers by preserving the State’s Unemployment 
Trust Fund to keep their safety net solvent.”  

Work Share serves as a great incentive for employees to 
return to work. While employees bring their worker back at 
a reduced rate, the employees could earn more than if they 
stay on unemployment. The program offers many options for 
employers, allowing multiple plans and the option to choose 
which employees participate in each plan. Employers can 
create a plan or plans that fit their specific needs with hours 
reduced by as little as 10 percent and as much as 60 percent. 
There is only a minimum of two employees per plan, plans 
can be approved for up to a year and can be ended at any time 
without penalty. Nearly 700 Michigan employers are already 
participating in more than 1,700 Work Share plans. 

“Small businesses across Michigan have found the Work 
Share program to be a tremendous tool to help them restart 
their business at a reduced capacity,” said Small Business 
Association President Brian Calley. “Employers navigating 
operational issues with the reopening of the economy are 
urged to explore and understand the flexible options avail-
able.” 

How it Works 
A worker’s weekly wages are $1,000, yet the employer 

needs to reduce their salary/hours by 30 percent. Under Work 
Share, their weekly salary would be $700 ($1,000 – 30 per-
cent = $700). Plus 30 percent of their state unemployment 
benefits ($362 maximum x .30 = $108), plus the additional 

$600 federal PUA payment July 2020. With Work Share, the 
employee would earn $1,408/week through July 2020 vs. 
$962 without the program. 

Employers can visit Michigan.gov/WorkShare for a tutori-
al on how to sign up, FAQs and other resources to participate 
in the program.

ProgramProgram
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2



BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS

Kado – 4-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Kado! Kado is 
4-years-old and looking 
to settle down. This 
meatball loves to nap and 
makes sure his bed is “just 
right” before lying down. 
Kado loves to snuggle and 
snorts when he’s happy! 
Kado is sure to make a 
wonderful companion to 
a laidback adopter.

Plumb Pudding – 11-year-old female – Domestic 
Shorthair
Meet Plumb Pudding! 
Plumb Pudding’s favorite 
things are catnip and 
treats. She loves being 
pet and will paw you 
gently to ask for more 
when you stop.  Plumb 
Pudding spends most of 
her time napping, and 
sometimes even snores! 
She is a great little gal!

Kado and Plumb Pudding are available for No Contact 
Adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan. 
To learn more about adopting, please visit: www.
hswestmi.org

V ie w  o u r  a d o p t a b le  a n im a ls  a t  w w w .h s w e s tm i .o r g . 
D u e  t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  a d o p t io n s , p le a s e  
p ic k  o n ly  a  f e w  a n im a ls  t h a t  c a t c h  y o u r  in t e r e s t  a n d  
a p p ly  v ia  t h e  o n l in e  a p p l ic a t io n . A f t e r  a p p ly in g , e m a i l  
u s  a t  a d o p t io n s@ h sw e s tm i .o r g  t o  s c h e d u le  a  v i r t u a l  
m e e t  &  g r e e t !
A t  t h i s  t im e ,  o u r  s h e l t e r  w i l l  r e m a i n  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  n o n -a d o p t i o n  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  
r e m a i n  s u s p e n d e d  p e r  M i c h i g a n  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r .  

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer
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Photo by Sara Cozolino Photography

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

N e w s p a p e r

In

NEWSPAPER SPACE 
FOR SALE HERE

Call  Today! 
616.696.3655

100% advertiser supported100% advertiser supported

PP      STSTTheThe

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

NO BILLING - 
All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
PRICING: $12.00

for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PET of PET of the the WEEKWEEK

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

SERVICESSERVICES

KENT DUMPSTER
local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

616-696-1100616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

We are available 
to meet with you 
by appointment 

at your
convenience.

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

small 
ads 

make 
¢ents

Call 
696-3655 

for details.

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the POST!”
Help support LOCAL 

Newspapers!

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

PLAN AHEAD:

White Creek Country Estates 
Community Yard Sale: 
Saturday, June 8th from 8:30 am 
to 2 pm. Two miles north of 17 
Mile on White Creek. #22,23p

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

Apartment for rent – downtown 
Cedar Springs. Email Chris@
westmireo.com. #tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

PLEASE DO NOT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  

 696-3655 696-3655

CONNECT WITH 
COMMUNITY



The Cedar Springs POST Friday, May 29, 2020   Page 13

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

ExtendsExtends

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Spring Clean Up

Nelson Township Clean Up Day 
Saturday, May 30, 2020 

8 am to 12 pm
5th and Cherry Streets near the water tower 

in Sand Lake

Nelson Township identification required. Please 
present a tax bill or voter's registration card, or 
driver's license.  

We will accept….
Appliances (empty and with liquids drained) 
Computers
Sheet Metal 
Auto Parts and Engines (liquids drained)
Aluminum and Copper Wire
Lawn Chairs and Lawn Mowers
Metal Fencing Only (must be folded and flattened)
Mattresses 
Furniture, carpeting, clothing, glass, etc.
Tires–must be cut into 4 pieces like a pie
Lead acid batteries 
Compact fluorescent bulbs
Household batteries
Loose items (shingles, drywall, etc.) must be bagged/

boxed 
We will NOT accept….
Hazardous or toxic waste
Yard clippings or brush
Propane Tanks
Commercial dumping
Concrete, railroad ties
Liquids (paint, oil, etc.)
Garbage
Any Televisions
No shovel off of shingles and drywall
No Wood of any kind

The above items can be taken to the Rockford 
transfer station on 10 Mile Road across from Meijer.

Dated: May 29, 2020

LEGAL NOTICE
Creative Technologies 

Academy

Please be advised that Creative Technologies 
Academy, located at 350 Pine Street, Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, 49319, will conduct a public 
hearing on Wednesday, June 17, 2020 at 3:40 
PM. The Board of Directors will consider its pro-
posed budget for 2020-21. A copy of this budget 
is available for inspection at the same address. 
This meeting is open to the public. Individuals 
requiring special accommodation to attend this 
meeting should call the Academy’s School Office 
at 616-696-4905 at least three (3) days prior to 
this meeting.

Dated: May 28, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Regular Meeting of the

Cedar Springs Planning 
Commission
Tuesday, June 2, 2020

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting 
is to act and discuss any business that may come 
before the Planning Commission including the 
following public hearing: 

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To Amend 
Chapter 40, Article I, Section 40-5 Entitled 
“Definitions – K – M;” Amend Chapter 40, 
Article IV, Division 2, Section 40-461 Entitled 
“Home Occupations;” To Repeal Chapter 40, 
Article IV, Division 2, Section 40-468 Entitled 
“Prohibition Of Marihuana Dispensaries, Col-
lectives And Cooperatives;” To Amend Chapter 
40, Article III, Section 40-294 Entitled “Special 
Land Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-342 Entitled “Special Land Uses;” 
To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, Section 40-
365 Entitled “Special Land Uses;” To Amend 
Chapter 40, Article III, Section 40-387 Entitled 
“Special Land Uses;” And To Amend Chapter 
40, Article VIII, Section 40-575 Entitled “Uses 
- F – M” Of The Code Of Ordinances For The 
City Of Cedar Springs: The Proposed Chang-
es Define Standards And Zoning Regulations 
To Permit Designated Recreational Marijuana 
Facilities In Designated Zoning Districts With-
in The City Of Cedar Springs.  Copies of The 
Proposed Amendment Are Available On The 
City’s Website At www.cityofcedarsprings.org

In accordance with EO 2020-75, the Planning 
Commission meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
will be held virtually via the City’s virtual meeting 
platform ZOOM. Persons having any questions 
regarding these matters are urged to attend this 
meeting. 

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the 

City Manager by email at any time prior to the 
meeting at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  
Comments submitted will be read aloud during 
the public comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the lo-
cation of the meeting may address the mem-
bers during the public comment period via 
videoconference. 

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to 
the proceedings or provide public comment 
may do so by using the following internet con-
nection or phone numbers and pass code:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88040697079  

Meeting ID: 88040697079

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656 
Meeting ID: 88040697079#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 88040697079#

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs Boards 
and Commissions are available on the City of Ce-
dar Springs YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/
playlists  YouTube provides real time closed caption 
transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable cap-
tions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or “CC” icon 
on the bottom bar. Please contact the City Clerk’s of-
fice at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior to the meeting if 
additional assistance is needed to assist individuals 
with accessibility.

Dated:  May 29, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Regular Meeting of the

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, June 11, 2020

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meet-
ing is to act and discuss any business that may 

come before the City Council.

Agendas, public notices and full meeting packets 
of the meetings may be found at the City of Cedar 

Springs’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 

and provide essential protections to City of Cedar 
Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs boards 

and commissions are conducting all meetings by 
video teleconference with limited public access to 
participate at the meeting location in accordance 

with public health gathering crowd size limitations, 
social distancing recommendations and Michigan 
Governor’s Executive Order 2020-100.  It is the 
intention to of the City to be in compliance with 

EO 2020-100 and EO 2020-75 and also the Open 
Meetings Act in order to promote government ac-
countability and fostering openness in government 

to enhance responsible decision-making.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
Public comments may be submitted to the City 

Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

Members of the public who attend at the location 
of the meeting may address the members during 
the public comment period via videoconference. 
Any member of the public wishing to listen to the 
proceedings or provide public comment may do 
so by using the following internet connection or 

phone numbers and pass code:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81406847201  Meet-
ing ID: 81406847201

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  Meeting ID: 
81406847201#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 81406847201#

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 

Boards and Commissions are available on the City 
of Cedar Springs YouTube Channel: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_
ykoK_PA/playlists YouTube provides real time 

closed caption transcriptions of the Board’s meet-
ings. Enable captions by clicking the “Closed 

Captioning” or “CC” icon on the bottom bar. Please 
contact the City Clerk’s office at (616)696-1330 Ext. 
101 prior to the meeting if additional assistance is 

needed to assist individuals with accessibility.

Dated:  May 28, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Check our our e-Edition @ 
http://cedarspringspost.

com/e-newspaper-2/
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GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.

112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319  |  616-696-9740

Ranger Steve

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Fins and 
Fish Scales

I wonder how often fish-eating birds experience a bloody 
digestive tract when eating. If a fish spine has not drawn 
blood on your hand, you likely have not fished. I am a bit 
clumsy with my hands but other anglers I know have given 
blood to a fish. 

I have watched a Belted Kingfisher catch a small fish, 
carry it to a tree branch and spend several minutes beating 
it against the branch. I have wondered why. Perhaps the 
kingfisher is making sure it is dead so when swallowed, a 
wiggling fish does not pierce its innards with a sharp fin ray. 
Great Blue Herons carefully manipulate prey so they are 
swallowed headfirst. This makes the fins lay flat so they do 
not poke their esophagus in route to the stomach. 

Scales and thin skin function to protect the fish from in-
jury and infection much like our skin protects us. Scales 
are attached to the body from the headend and point back-
wards. The orientation allows water to flow easily with lit-
tle friction or resistance. In addition to scale protection, fish 
are covered with a slippery slime that protects them from 
bacterial and other infections.

Scales are a beautiful sight that most of us miss. In a re-
cent article I mentioned carrying a hand lens in my pocket 
to use when wanting a close look at small objects. Using 
a magnifying lens allows examination of different types 
of scale shapes, sizes, and colors. I seldom concentrate on 
those fascinating features. I am most interested in fish age 
compared to size. Scales, like tree growth rings, indicate 
approximate age. During the warm growing season, a fish 
adds a ring but two could be added if seasonal growth is 
interrupted for some reason. 

A reason anglers have been poked by fin rays is because 
the slime makes a fish difficult to hold. Bravo for the skill 
of fish-eating birds holding them. Birds like osprey capture 
fish with talons instead of their beaks like is done by birds 
in the heron family. 

In addition to sharing thanks and remembrance for others 
on Memorial Day, we venture with family and friends to 
lakes and streams to fish for food, fun, friendship, and to 
find solace and inspiration among nature niches.

It was not fish that interested me most. The early morn-
ing calm lake surface that changes to ripples or even waves 
holds my attention. Views into the depths where plants an-
chor themselves are of interest not only to me but fish. A 
favorite fishing lake had a river enter from the north and 
exit to the south. We would take our rowboat into the river 
to explore favorite hiding places where fish waited to dart 
after passing prey. If we cast and handled our lures prop-
erly, we enjoyed a good struggle for a coming meal. Often 
fish measured under the size limit but that was fine with me. 
I prefer to release most.

When taking a fish off the hook, I examine the membra-
nous fins that have hard and soft spines. On the back are 
dorsal fins. The front one has hard spines and the rear ones 
are soft. The presence and character of each varies among 
types of fish. Along the body line are other unpaired single 
fins called the tail or caudal fin and anal fin.

Paired fins on the sides of the body are called pectoral and 
pelvic. The pectoral are behind the gill cover opercula. One 
can watch the opercula pulsate in and out as water is taken 
in through the mouth, passed over the gills, and released. 
Pelvic fins are in the lower rear area of the body. A special 
type fin, called the adipose fin, is present in trout and some 
others. It is small, soft, and spineless in front of the tail on 
the upper back. 

When fishing and waiting for a panfish to strike, examine 
the fins and scales of bass, 
pike, trout, and panfish in 
your catch with a hand lens. 
I am not a patient angler so 
I fish for larger game fish 

Note the various fins on the rainbow trout. Photo in the public 
domain.

Smokey Bear has been an iconic forest and fire safety 
figure for 75 years. As Michigan heads toward the hot 
summer weather and increased fire danger, the DNR is 
offering Flat Smokey—inspired by the “Flat Stanley” 
children’s books—a downloadable template that kids 
can print, color and share. They can take pictures with 
Flat Smokey, showing friends and family practicing fire 
safety, and share with the hasthags #FlatSmokey and 
#PreventWildfires.

With warmer temperatures and increased fire danger, the DNR 
is getting a little help from a familiar face to boost the publics fire 
safety smarts: Smokey Bear. But the department is sharing the 
75-year-old icon in a new way—Flat Smokey!

Flat Smokey is inspired by the Flat Stanley children’s book se-
ries. In the books, a young boy is squashed flat by a falling bulle-
tin board while sleeping, but he makes the best of his flatness and 
enjoys new adventures that include sliding under doors, flying as 
a kite and traveling cross-country in an envelope to visit friends.

Kids can experience Smokey in a different way, too. They 
can download the Flat Smokey at https://www.michigan.gov/
documents/dnr/flat_smokey_final_681558_7.pdf?utm_cam-
paign=news+digest+may2020+week4&utm_medium=di-
gest&utm_source=govdelivery, print it on stiff paper like card-
stock (or paste onto cardboard) and color. Take pictures and 
videos of family and friends practicing fire safety with cookouts, 
campfires, fireworks and more, and then share using the hashtags 
#FlatSmokey and #PreventWildfires. Share the fire safety fun by 
sending Flat Smokey in the mail to someone else.

Nine out of 10 wildfires in Michigan are caused by people. Tak-
ing simple precautions and using effective fire safety practices 
can save lives and protect property, wildlife and the environment. 
When burning, always have a water source, shovel and metal 
bucket nearby, never leave a fire unattended, and always thor-
oughly douse a fire until it is extinguished.

Get fire safety tips at Michigan.gov/PreventWildfires

A Michigan Department of Natural Resources conservation of-
ficer investigates snares that Pickford resident Kurt Johnston 
Duncan was charged with using to illegally capture animals. 
Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR.

Chippewa County man charged 
with 125 wildlife crimes following 
DNR investigation 

Flat Smokeyy aims to raise fire 
safety awareness

A 56-year-old Pickford 
man was arraigned last 
Wednesday morning, May 
20, in Chippewa Coun-
ty’s 91st District Court, on 
125 wildlife misdemean-
or charges, following a 
months-long investigation 
by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division. 

Kurt Johnston Duncan 
faces charges that include 
illegally harvesting 18 
wolves over the past 18 
months and killing and 
disposing of three bald ea-
gles. Wolves are protected 
in Michigan and are on the 
federal endangered species 
list. Bald eagles are protect-
ed under state law, as well as 
the federal Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection Act. 

Duncan, who pleaded not 
guilty to all charges, faces 
up to 90 days in jail and 
$1,000 fine for each wolf;  
up to 90 days in jail and 
$1,000 fine for each eagle; 
restitution of $1,500 per ea-
gle and $500 per wolf; and 
up to 90 days in jail and a 
$500 fine each for the other 
wildlife crimes. 

Duncan was served four 
search warrants in March. 
Other species involved in 
the charges include deer, 
turkey, bear and bobcat. 
DNR law enforcement de-
tectives said that Duncan 
was using the animals for a 
variety of reasons, includ-
ing crafts, selling, or dis-
posing of them, and stated 
that he was catching the an-
imals because he could and 

likes to do it. Conservation 
officers collected evidence 
to support the charges and 
identified additional sus-
pects who are expected to 
be charged in the near fu-
ture. 

“We had a team of conser-
vation officers that worked 
well together throughout 
this investigation,” said 
DNR Law Enforcement Di-
vision Chief Gary Hagler. 
“Investigations like this 
require a long-term com-
mitment from everyone 

 SCALES - continues on page 16
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BUSINESS & FINANCEBUSINESS & FINANCEOUTDOORSOUTDOORS

SPRINGSPRINGDiggin’Diggin’
Township 
cleanups

As the weather warms up and residents 
begin to spring clean, some municipal-
ities are offering drop off sites to help 
get rid of the clutter. Check out the list 
below to see if it’s offered in your area.

Courtland: Spring Clean-Up will be 
held on June 5-6 at the usual location be-
hind Fire Station #1, 7450 14 Mile Rd. 
Enter off Berrigan Ave. Hours for both 
days are from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Ap-
pliances, mattresses, and box spring are 
also accepted at no charge. No paints, 
liquids, tires, or TVs.

Nelson Township/Village of Sand 
Lake: Spring cleanup will be held Sat-
urday, May 30 from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. at 5th 
and Cherry Streets, near the water tower 
in Sand Lake.  Nelson Township identi-
fication required. No liquids, no hazard-
ous waste (no paint, oil, fuel, gasoline 
etc.) Latex paint may be dumped only if 
it’s hardened. No brush or yard waste, no 
cement, no batteries, no refrigerants.

All tires must be cut in four pieces.

Pierson, Reynolds Townships and 
Village of Howard City: Spring clean-
up will be held on Saturday, May 30 
from 8 a.m to 12 p.m. at the Central San-
itary Landfill, 21545 W. Cannonsville 
Rd, Pierson. Visit www.piersontwp.org 
for more information.

Lush peonies add beauty and fragrance 
to early summer gardens

Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

48 Long Road
Sand Lake, MI

SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
FOR 37 YEARS

Licensed & insured • commerciaL & residentiaL

SERVING 
WEST MICHIGAN 

FOR OVER 
40 YEARS

Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

48 Long Road
Sand Lake, MI

SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
FOR 37 YEARS

Licensed & insured • commerciaL & residentiaL

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Sarah Bernhardt peony, introduced in 1906, is one of the world’s most 
popular peonies. Photo courtesy of Longfield-Gardens.com.

By Melinda Myers

Set aside a sunny spot in your gar-
den or landscape for a few easy-care, 
herbaceous peonies. These traditional 
favorites are treasured for their boun-
tiful early summer flowers, vigorous, 
shrub-like habit and amazing longev-
ity. Peonies blend nicely with other 
perennials and are a good addition to 
both formal and informal garden de-
signs.

The peony’s sumptuous flowers 
and captivating fragrance have been 
admired by generations of gardeners. 
While many other plants come and go, 
peonies have staying power. The vari-
ety “Sarah Bernhardt” was introduced 
in 1906 and has been popular ever 
since. Its plush, pale pink flowers have 
silvery tips and open late in the peony 
season.

 To maximize your enjoyment, 
extend the peony season by grow-
ing an assortment of early, mid and 
late-blooming varieties. Choose wise-
ly and it’s possible to have peonies in 
bloom for a month or more. If you live 
in an area with relatively warm weath-
er, plant more of the early and midsea-
son varieties so the plants have plenty 
of time to display their blossoms be-
fore the weather gets hot.

 Add variety to your peony display 
by including plants with different 
flower styles. Options include single, 
anemone, semi-double, double and 
bomb types. Herbaceous peonies also 
come in many beautiful colors, includ-
ing white, cream, coral, pink, rose and 
dark red.

 Start the season off with a few of the 
earlier bloomers such as Coral Charm, 
Buckeye Belle, Festiva Maxima, Bowl 
of Beauty, Black Beauty, Purple Spider 
and Red Charm (longfield-gardens.
com). Coral Charm’s lightly fragrant 
flowers are a unique blend of coral and 
cream. This semi double peony is the 
recipient of the American Peony Soci-
ety Gold Medal.

 The large double ruby red flowers 
of Buckeye Belle are displayed on 
compact plants that are the perfect 
size for perennial gardens. Pairing this 

peony with the snowy-
white flowers of Festi-
va Maxima is a striking 
combination.

 Transition into 
mid-season with the heir-
loom variety Red Charm. 
Its long stems have few 
side buds, which makes 
it great for cutting. And 
the rose-like fragrance 
perfumes gardens and 
bouquets. For a com-
pletely different look, 
consider the fragrant, 
double bomb flowers of 
Lady Liberty. Its frilly in-
ner petals are cream and 
apricot, and form a tight 
ball resting on a double 
row of flamingo pink 
petals. 

Anemone-style peo-
nies have frilly centers 
surrounded by a single or 
double row of larger pet-
als. The variety Sorbet 
features layers of candy 
pink and cream petals. 
It is deliciously fragrant, 
with sturdy stems that 
are excellent for cutting. 
Don’t overlook oth-
er classic, mid-season 
bloomers like Duchess 
de Nemours, Celebrity 
and Red Supreme.

 Close out the peony season with 
the large, raspberry-red blossoms of 
the classic French double peony Felix 
Crousse, and other time-tested favor-
ites such as Lady Alexandria Duff and 
the beloved Sarah Bernhardt.

Peonies are known for their extrava-
gant flowers, but the plants themselves 
are almost as impressive. Leaves 
emerge in spring with a tinge of red 
and reach a height of 3 feet within less 
than a month. By the time the flower 
buds appear, the plants are the size of 
a small shrub. After the flowers fade, 
the peony’s lush, deep green leaves 
remain all season, providing a nice 
backdrop for nearby blooms. As tem-
peratures cool in fall, the foliage often 

displays a nice reddish fall color.
 Bare root peonies may be planted 

in spring or fall. After planting, they 
will take some time to settle in. Young 
plants need 3 years or more to reach 
full size, but after that, they will flower 
every year for decades to come.

Melinda Myers has written numer-
ous books, including Small Space Gar-
dening. She hosts The Great Courses 
“How to Grow Anything” DVD series 
and the nationally-syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine and was commissioned by 
Longfield Gardens for her expertise to 
write this article. Her web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Don’t want to leave the 
house to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering: 3 or 6 month subscriptions

C h e c k  o n e , fi ll o u t  fo rm  b e lo w , a n d  s e n d  to  P.O . B o x  3 7 0 , C e d a r  S p r in g s , M I 4 9 3 1 9 . O r  d ro p  o ff  in  o u r  d ro p b o x  o u t s id e  t h e  P O S T  a t  3 6  E . M a p le  S t . 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST
3  m o n th  
s u b s c r ip t io n $15 6  m o n th  

s u b s c r ip t io n $25 1  y e a r  
s u b s c r ip t io n $40
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TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

22 N. Main St. 
Cedar Springs 

616.263.9784 
www.redbirdbg.com
Hours: M-Th 11am-9pm

Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 10am-8pm

SEE SPECIALS at www.facebook.com/TheRedBirdBistroandGrill/

Curbside 
takeout
Tues - Sat 
11am-8pm

delivery
Tues - Sat
12pm-2pm 
and
5pm-8pm

Call 616-263-9784 
to place your order

We have beer, 
wine, spirits/liquor, 
and a Dutch themed 

food menu.

Bier Distillery • 5295 West River Dr. NE
Monday - Thursday:  Noon - 8pm • Friday & Saturday:  Noon - 9pm • Sunday:  Noon - 6pm

616-888-9746 • http://www.BierDistillery.com/OrderOnline • Located just one mile East of 5/3 Ball Park

We have and are making lots of hand sanitizer.

WE’RE OPEN!

Traditional Southern 
Style Smokers
 SATURDAYS 
11AM-7PM

DELI HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 11am - 3pm 

Fri-Sat11am - 7pm

INSIDE HANDY MKT. 4848 18 MILE ROAD | CEDAR SPRINGS MI
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

mokeymokey
aturdaysaturdays

616.439.3010

10% OFF for workers in the 
medical field.

Call (616) 696-09994025 17 Mile Rd | Cedar Springs
(same parking  lot as TSC)

CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

Check out facebook for daily specials 

FULL MENU
Hours: 
Tuesday-Thursday 

11am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday 

11am to 10pm
Sunday 2pm to 8pm

T A K E  O U T .
S T A Y  I N .  

S u p p o r t  y o u r  l o c a l  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .

involved. I want to thank the prosecutors in this case who 
worked with our officers. We are happy with the outcome 
and hope this case sets an example to prevent future natural 
resource crimes.” 

The Chippewa County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office is 
seeking $30,000 in restitution to the state for the illegally 
taken animals. Duncan’s cash bond is set at $500. Other 
conditions of Duncan’s bond include having no contact 
with co-defendants, no possession of a firearm or danger-
ous weapon, and no engaging in hunting or fishing. 

Anyone witnessing a natural resources crime or having 
information about such a crime is encouraged to call or text 
the DNRs Report All Poaching hotline at 800-292-7800. 

Michigan conservation officers are fully commissioned 
state peace officers who provide natural resources pro-
tection, ensure recreational safety and protect citizens by 
providing general law enforcement duties and lifesaving 
operations in the communities they serve. Learn more at 
Michigan.gov/ConservationOfficers.

where I keep casting and reeling in my chosen lure. Watch-
ing a bobber is great for many but not me. Time in a boat 
allows more than surface ripple watching. We enjoy the 
shoreline contour, trees, clouds, and movement in the sky. 
Sounds abound to let us know we are alive. Do not miss the 
surrounding wonder. That is the reason for being outdoors. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Anyone scheduling an appointment or receiving an ap-
pointment reminder will also be instructed on how to safely 
attend their appointment by:

• Arriving at the appointment alone 
• Wearing a mask or homemade face covering over their 

mouth and nose 
• Waiting in their vehicle or outside prior to the appoint-

ment time and maintaining six feet of distance when an-
nouncing themselves and their appointment to staff at the 
doors 

• Following directions on where to stand during the trans-
action  only stepping forward toward the clerk when pro-
viding or retrieving documents 

• Cancelling their appointment if they develop symptoms 
of COVID-19 or come into contact with someone who 
has COVID-19 within 14 days of the appointment 

• Adhering to CDC guidelines https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html 
when in public 

In addition to preparing to reopen branches, the Michigan 
Department of State began sending updated renewal forms 
this week, color-coded based on the type of transaction need-
ed and with streamlined information to explain how best 
to conduct the transaction. Renewal forms, which will be 
mailed in redesigned envelopes measuring 9.5 inches by 6 
inches, come in six colors:

• Red: Vehicle registration 
• Blue: Driver’s license 
• Green: State identification card 
• Teal: Watercraft 
• Gray: Snowmobile 
• Purple: Special plate 
Instructions are provided at the bottom of each form to 

direct customers on options for renewing their credential, 
providing information on whether they can complete their 
transaction online, at a self-service station or by mail, or if 
they will need to schedule an appointment at a branch office.

A sample of the updated renewal forms can be found here 
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1640_11777-
530267--,00.html. To schedule an appointment visit Mich-
igan.gov/SOS or call 888-SOS-MICH. Advance appoint-
ments can be made up to 180 days ahead of time. Same-day 
appointments become available 24 hours prior to the appoint-
ment time.

in its early stages. I stress each of these key actions with 
all of my patients, but everyone can and should implement 
these as part of their regular health habits, because melano-
ma won’t wait.”

“When I saw a new spot on my shoulder during a self-ex-
am, I called my physician immediately and it was diag-
nosed as melanoma. I encourage everyone to know their 
skin, check it often and advocate for yourself if something 
doesn’t look right,” added Nora.

1. Perform Regular Self-Exams and Note Observa-
tions

Performing regular skin self-exams allows a person to 
more easily spot new growths or abnormal changes in ex-
isting moles and freckles. It is best to write down notes 
on changes you observe and take photos to keep track of 
changes or concerning areas. Any spot, new or old, that is 
changing in appearance or symptoms or stands out should 
be immediately brought to the attention of a physician.

2. Remember Your ABCs as You Assess Your Moles
If you’re trying to determine when to see a dermatologist 

about one of your moles, let the rules of ABCDE guide you.
*  Asymmetrical: One half is different than the other.
*  Border: Irregular, scalloped or poorly defined border.
*  Color: Varied tones from one area to another. May in-

clude shades of tan, brown, black, white, red or blue.
*  Diameter: Melanomas are typically 6 millimeters or 

larger.
*  Evolving: A mole or skin lesion that looks different 

from the rest or is changing in size, shape or color.
3. Visit A Dermatologist Every Year
A visit to the dermatologist for a full-body skin check 

is recommended on an annual basis even for completely 
healthy individuals who have no history of skin cancer. 
However, if you find something suspicious during your 
self-exam, don’t wait for your annual visit.

Finally, Dr. Karen stresses that, “If an in-person visit isn’t 
possible, virtual telehealth visits are always, without ques-
tion, a better option than delaying a visit with your derma-
tologist, especially if you have a concerning lesion or skin 
spot.” 

For more information on the importance of early melanoma 
detection, visit: dermtech.com/early-melanoma-detection.
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