
By Judy Reed

The City of Cedar Springs 
and EGLE (Michigan De-
partment of Environment, 
Great Lakes and Energy), 
are investigating why PFAS 
would be found at both the 
old lagoon site at the end of 
West Street, and the current 
wastewater discharge site 
south of Indian Lakes in Al-
goma Township.

According to Mike Wom-
ack, the Cedar Springs City 
Manager, the City of Cedar 
Springs undertook PFAS 
testing on its municipal 
water supply in 2017 and 
2018 and testing found that 
the City’s water supply was 
“non-detect” for both PFOA 
and PFOS. “This testing 
helps City residents be sure 
that the City water that 
comes out of the tap in their 

homes has 
no PFOA 
or PFOS in 
the water,” he said. 

Subsequent to testing of 
the City’s municipal water 
supply, Womack said the 
City began working with 
EGLE (formerly known as 
MDEQ) to test the City’s 
current and former waste-
water treatment locations 
for PFAS chemicals. Ini-

tial testing found that there 
were PFOA detections of 
between non-detection and 
43 parts per trillion at those 
testing locations. At the 
time of that testing, all of 
those findings were below 
the 70 parts per trillion lim-
itations imposed by both the 
Federal EPA and also the 
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Post founder Alice Allen dies at 90
by Lois Allen

Suspects in chase identified Nine-year-old
injured in 
ORV crash

Alice Allen in her lane at the pool at MVP, waving to everyone. It was her last time in the pool doing 
what she loved; she suffered a stroke later that evening. Photo by Teresa Schlump.

Alice Allen, a Cedar Springs resident for 
the past 50 years and founder of The Cedar 
Springs Post, died at her home in the early 
morning hours of Wednesday, April 21.

Alice believed in a paper for Cedar Springs. 
For years her and I built The Post together, side 
by side. If not for her fierce commitment, her 
selfless and intensive work ethic, working well 
into the early morning hours week after week 
without taking a single paycheck, there would 
be no newspaper about and for the people of 
Cedar Springs.

If she were here today, you would find her 
in her swimsuit, no matter what the weather, 
walking in the water, doing her 90 or more 
laps (about a mile) at the MVP gym in Rock-
ford. Suffering from congestive heart failure, it 
was her way to stay alive as long as possible. 
For the past decade, that was where she felt 
her best—weightless and walking. She never 
missed a day. Her commitment and determina-
tion grew to inspire those who knew her there. 
And everyone knew her. They treated her like a 
celebrity, giving her food, cards, gifts, and the 
benefit of their friendship.

She didn’t own a television, didn’t have a 
computer or the internet. She loved listening 
to classical music, reading books, and her cat 
Bob. The walls of her home were literally cov-
ered with books. Hard cover, soft cover, books 
on tape and on DVD.  Mostly she loved mys-

tery crime novels. And she was a regular pa-
tron of the Cedar Springs Library. She loved 
to read, write letters, and send cards to her 
family and friends. She always remembered 
everyone’s birthday and special occasions, and 
if you were in her life, you could be sure to 
expect a card from Alice.

She always thought of others. When I was 
a little girl, about 8 or 9 years old, we lived in 
Grand Rapids and had gone to John Ball Park 
to have a picnic. When we were leaving, she 
told me to pick up the trash we left and throw it 
away. I did. When I returned to the car, she told 
me to go back and pick up the rest of the trash. 

“But that’s not our trash,” I bemoaned. 
“I don’t care,” she told me. “If everyone left 

the park nicer than when they came, it would 
always be nice.”  And, of course, she was right. 
That’s the kind of person she was. Her kind-
ness extended to all animals. She could never 
turn away a stray or see an animal go hungry. 
She was devoted to feeding the colorful variety 
of birds (and hungry squirrels) that came to her 
house for seed in the winter and summer too.

The friends she made were friends for life. 
As a little girl in school, the students in her 
class had pen pals in other countries. My moth-
er’s pen pal lived in the U.K. They continued 
writing to each other long after, up until her 
death, nearly 80 years later.

Even more remarkable is the hundreds of 

Jordan Jeffery DeWitt

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police Lakeview 
Post responded to a one-ve-
hicle ORV crash on Mon-
day, April 26, that result-
ed in serious injuries to a 
9-year-old male driver from 
Pierson, MI. 

Troopers were dispatched 
to the scene at approxi-
mately 8:23 pm on Stanton 
Rd. near N. Long Rd. in 
Montcalm County, Pierson 
Township.  

Preliminary investigation 
revealed the ORV was be-
ing operated by a 9-year-
old male driver on Stanton 

Rd. near Long Rd. when the 
male was thrown from the 
ORV. The male driver was 
not wearing a helmet and 
suffered serious injuries 
and was flown by AeroMed 
to Spectrum Health Helen 
Devos Children’s Hospital 
in critical condition.

The Michigan State Po-
lice continues to investi-
gate this crash. Troopers 
were assisted by AeroMed, 
Montcalm County EMS, 
Sand Lake Fire Department 
and Montcalm Central Dis-
patch.

Christina Lynn Taylor

Last week we ran a story 
about a nearly 40-mile road 
chase that began in Mecos-
ta County on April 19 and 
ended with the two sus-
pects, who were wanted in a 
spree of thefts and breaking 
and enterings, being arrest-
ed in Sand Lake.

The driver, identified as 
Jordan DeWitt, a 36-year-
old man from Evart, and his 
passenger, Christina Tay-
lor, a 40-year-old female, 
also from Evart, were both 
arrested and lodged in the 
Mecosta County Jail, Ac-
cording to police, the two 
are being held on multiple 
charges through the Mecos-
ta County Sheriff’s Office 
for a long list of thefts that 
have occurred locally in the 
past month. 

These include three dif-

ferent counts of Unlawfully 
Driving Away of an Auto-
mobile; a count of Break-
ing and Entering a building 
with Intent; a count of Lar-
ceny in a Building; 2 counts 
of Larceny of $1,000 or 
more but less than $20,000; 
a count of Home Invasion; 
and a count of Larceny of 
Firearms from five separate 
Mecosta County Sheriff’s 
Office investigations. They 

are being held on cash/
surety bonds ranging from 
$50,000 to $100,000.

The two also are sus-
pected of numerous other 
thefts over the course of the 
last two months involving 
breaking and entering’s and 
the theft of ORV’s, RV’s, 
trailers, vehicles and fire-
arms.  

“The arrests were the re-
sult of communication and 

teamwork from each of the 
agencies involved,” said 
a spokesperson from the 
Mecosta County Sheriff’s 
Office.

The Mecosta County 
Sheriff’s Office, Newaygo 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office and Michigan State 
Police(Mt. Pleasant, Grand 
Rapids, Lakeview, Niles 
Posts) continue to work 
with the Lake County Sher-
iff’s Office, , Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office, Allegan 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
Ottawa County Sheriff’s 
Office, Cass County Sher-
iff’s Office and Big Rapids 
Department of Public Safe-
ty in identifying criminal 
activity and recovered/sto-
len property associated with 
Dewitt and Taylor.

City investigates PFAS at lagoon 
and discharge sites
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If you have Medicare, 
contact me for a 
no obligation quote!

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

 

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

In 2017, the average 
U.S. citizen over 21 consumed 
26.9 gallons of beer, which is 
NOT among the top 10 among 
beer drinking countries.

FDA and CDC lift pause on Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

Northland Drive 
closed for road work

This road closed sign is on Northland Drive at Ritchie. Post photo by 
J. Reed.

Northland Dr between Ritchie Ave and Sand Lake St 
and has been closed for crosstile replacement, according to 
the Kent County Road Commission website. The detour is 
Ritchie Avenue, which runs between Northland Drive and 
22 Mile Rd in Sand Lake.

We asked how long this work might take but have not yet 
received a response from the KCRC.Otis the owl and his creator, Duane Harriman. Courtesy photo.

Owl sculpture donated to library
By Judy Reed

A Solon Township man has created 
and donated a beautiful owl to the Cedar 
Springs Public Library.

Duane Harriman, who loves to work 
with wood, created this special piece of art, 
which he named Otis, using a method of art 
called intarsia. 

The owl, which measures 28 inches 
across and 19 inches high, is made of var-
ious species of wood: blue pine, aspen, 
alder, wenge, and yellow heart. In all, he 
is 510 pieces and took about 100 hours to 
complete. 

Harriman said in write up about the owl 
that each piece was cut using a scroll saw. 
Each feather was shaped with a drum sand-
er, then glued together. After all the pieces 
were shaped and glued, they were attached 
to a backer board and finished with a clear 
gel. The colors are all natural. 

Stop by the library, at the corner of Main 
Street and W. Maple Street, to see Otis, 
during the library’s open hours Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Satur-
days 9 a.m. to noon.

Following a thorough safety review, including two meetings 
of the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention have determined that the 
recommended pause regarding the use of the Johnson & John-
son (Janssen) COVID-19 Vaccine in the U.S. should be lifted 
and use of the vaccine should resume.

The pause was recommended after reports of six cases of 
a rare and severe type of blood clot in individuals following 
administration of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine. During the 
pause, medical and scientific teams at the FDA and CDC ex-
amined available data to assess the risk of thrombosis involving 
the cerebral venous sinuses, or CVST (large blood vessels in the 
brain), and other sites in the body (including but not limited to the 
large blood vessels of the abdomen and the veins of the legs) along 
with thrombocytopenia, or low blood platelet counts. The teams 
at FDA and CDC also conducted extensive outreach to providers 
and clinicians to ensure they were made aware of the potential for 
these adverse events and could properly manage and recognize 
these events due to the unique treatment required for these blood 
clots and low platelets, also known as thrombosis-thrombocytope-
nia syndrome (TTS).

The two agencies have determined the following:
•  Use of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine should be resumed 

in the United States.
•  The FDA and CDC have confidence that this vaccine is safe 

and effective in preventing COVID-19.
•  The FDA has determined that the available data show that 

the vaccine’s known and potential benefits outweigh its 
known and potential risks in individuals 18 years of age and 
older.

•  At this time, the available data suggest that the chance of 
TTS occurring is very low, but the FDA and CDC will re-

main vigilant in continuing to investigate this risk.
Health care providers administering the vaccine and vaccine re-

cipients or caregivers should review the Janssen COVID-19 Vac-
cine Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Vaccine 
(Vaccination Providers) and Fact Sheet for Recipients and Care-
givers, which have been revised to include information about the 
risk of this syndrome, which has occurred in a very small number 
of people who have received the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine.

CDC’s independent Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices met Friday to discuss the latest data on TTS, hearing 
from the vaccine manufacturer Janssen and the COVID-19 Vac-
cine Safety Technical (VaST) Subgroup, as well as a risk bene-
fit analysis. ACIP is committed to be vigilant and responsive to 
additional information that could impact the risk benefit analysis 
of any of these vaccines. Vaccine safety monitoring will continue 
and any new information about TTS will be brought to ACIP as 
needed.

“Safety is our top priority. This pause was an example of our 
extensive safety monitoring working as they were designed to 
work identifying even these small number of cases. We’ve lifted 
the pause based on the FDA and CDC’s review of all available 
data and in consultation with medical experts and based on rec-
ommendations from the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immuni-
zation Practices. We have concluded that the known and potential 
benefits of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine outweigh its known 
and potential risks in individuals 18 years of age and older. We 
are confident that this vaccine continues to meet our standards 
for safety, effectiveness and quality. We recommend people with 
questions about which vaccine is right for them have those discus-
sions with their health care provider,” said Janet Woodcock, M.D., 
Acting FDA Commissioner.

“Above all else, health and safety are at the forefront of our 
decisions,” said CDC Director Dr. Rochelle P. Walensky. “Our 
vaccine safety systems are working. We identified exceptionally 
rare events—out of millions of doses of the Janssen COVID-19 

                                                                               VACCINE -  continues on page 12

cards she received and treasured from many of the peo-
ple whose lives she touched. She cherished all of them 
and never threw any away. There are boxes and boxes of 
them, each holding notes of encouragement, good wishes 
and happy thoughts. Her last birthday was her most spe-
cial when she received over a hundred birthday cards from 
Cedar Springs residents, friends, and even from people she 
had never met. And you can bet that she read each and ev-
ery one.

Cedar Springs is a warm and generous community... but 
just a little less without Alice.

See her obituary on page 5.

administered—and we paused to examine them more carefully. 
As we always do, we will continue to watch all signals closely 
as more Americans are vaccinated. I continue to be encouraged 
by the growing body of real-world evidence that the authorized 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective, and they protect 
people from disease, hospitalization, and death. I urge anyone 
with questions about the COVID-19 vaccines to speak with 
their healthcare provider or local public health department.”
Assessment of Available Data

Medical and scientific teams at the FDA and CDC reviewed 
several sources of information and data related to the Janssen 
COVID-19 Vaccine to reach Friday’s decision.

Specifically, the agencies assessed reports submitted to the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), reviewed 
the medical literature and considered the information from global 
regulatory partners about thrombosis with thrombocytopenia that 
have been reported following use of a similar, yet not identical, 
COVID-19 vaccine using a virus from the adenovirus family that 
has been modified to contain the gene for making a protein from 
SARS-CoV-2.
Update on Adverse Events

On April 13, the FDA and CDC announced that, out of more 
than 6.8 million doses administered, six reports of a rare and se-
vere type of blood clot combined with low blood platelet levels 
occurring in people after receiving the Janssen COVID-19 Vac-
cine had been reported to VAERS. In these cases, a type of blood 

...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

A friend of Alice’s took this photo at Frederick Meijer Gardens last 
year.



Notice of Public Hearing on 
Increasing Property Taxes

The Village of Sand Lake will hold a public 
hearing on a proposed increase of 0.1996 
mills in the operating tax millage rate to 
be levied on property in 2021 -

The hearing will be held on April 30, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. at Municipal Hall, 2 E. Maple 
St., Sand Lake, MI 49343.

The date and location of the meeting to 
take action on the proposed additional 
millage will be announced at this public 
meeting. 

If Adopted, the proposed  additional millage 
will increase operating revenues from ad 
valorem property taxes 1.40% over such 
revenues generated by levies permitted 
without holding a hearing. If the proposed 
additional millage rate is not approved, the 
operating revenue will increase by 6.22% 
over the preceding year’s operating revenue. 

The taxing unit publishing this notice, and 
identified below, has complete authority 
to establish the number of mills to be lev-
ied from within its authorized millage rate. 

This notice is published by: 
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

2 E. Maple St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Dated: April 29, 2021 (616) 636-8854
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Elaborate licensing 
scam costs couple 
their life savings

Man arrested 
in cocaine bust

Sand Lake reports they are fiscally healthy
Votes to become part of Nelson Twp Planning Commission
By Judy Reed

An Ensley Township man was arrested Sunday after po-
lice found drugs in his home.

On Sunday April 25, the Newaygo County Sheriff’s Of-
fice conducted a Narcotics search warrant on 128th Street 
in Ensley Twp. Police said that after an investigation and 
search of the residence, a large amount of cocaine was lo-
cated, which was prepackaged for sale. In addition to the 
drugs, cash and other items for delivery were located.  

The homeowner, a 49 year-old male, was arrested and 
lodge in the Newaygo County Jail for possession of cocaine 
with the intent to distribute.  He was expected to be ar-
raigned on Monday.

At press time, Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office had not 
yet released his name.

The Central Michigan Enforcement Team and the Ne-
waygo County Emergency Response Team assisted with 
the investigation.

The Village of Sand Lake 
held a special meeting at the 
VFW Hall on Friday, April 
23, where they reported on 
their fiscal health, voted to 
join the Nelson Township 
Planning Commission, and 
appointed a new council 
member, among other busi-
ness.

The council had sever-
al letters of interest for the 
position of council mem-
ber, and chose resident 
Maggie Merritt, who has 
also been busy restoring 
the Sand Lake Museum. 
Former trustee Glen Bak-
er, who was defeated in the 
fall election, also applied. 
The vote to appoint Mer-
ritt was 5-1, with trustee 
Rachel Gokey the lone no 
vote. She said she had noth-
ing against Maggie person-
ally, that it was because of 
Merritt’s ties with the Sand 

Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, which Gokey felt 
was supposed to be subser-
vient to the Village Council. 
“And we already have some 
of that,” she said, referring 
to trustee Stacy Rudicil, 
who sits on the Sand Lake 
Chamber of Commerce.

Village President Mollie 
Doerr opened the meeting 
by giving a President’s re-
port on the state of the Vil-
lage and its financial health. 
“We have heard from peo-
ple who have heard rumors 

that the Village is broke,” 
she said. “These people 
want to understand if that is 
true.”

She said that the presen-
tation would help people 
understand the Village is 
in good financial condition, 
generates sufficient revenue 
to continue, has some long-
term debt but not too much, 
and has a healthy bank ac-
count.

There were some com-
ments from the auditors, 
Vredeveld Haefner, about 

Sparta bridge work on 13 Mile Rd

the March 31, 2020 audit, 
which audited the 2020-
2021 year. They noted an 
instance where a Village 
staff member was being 
paid in excess of the ap-
proved wage rate. They also 
noted there was not always 
clear documentation of the 
approved wage rate for vil-
lage staff. They suggested 
maintaining documentation 
of approved wage rates for 
all Village staff would en-
hance the Village payroll 
process.

The auditor also suggest-
ed the Village revew and 
update policies and pro-
cedures for operations, in-
cluding policies for credit 
card usage, etc, as well as 
personnel policies. They 
also noted that there was a 
corrective action plan sub-
mitted to the State of Mich-
igan the by former Village 
President on Sept. 28, 2020 

LANSING—Michigan 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel and Department of 
Licensing and Regulato-
ry Affairs Director Orlene 
Hawks has today alerted 
professionals licensed by 
the State of Michigan to 
beware of an elaborate, so-
phisticated scam that ulti-
mately costed one physical 
therapist and her family 
their entire savings.

The scheme reported to 
Nessel’s consumer protec-
tion team took place over 
the course of several days 
and involved three different 
men who posed as an inves-
tigator from LARA, a chief 
investigator from LARA, 
and an FBI agent, respec-
tively. The men convinced 
the physical therapist that 
her license to practice was 

in danger of immediate 
temporary suspension and 
directed her to the nearest 
UPS store to receive noti-
fication in writing. Accord-
ing to the woman, the docu-
ment the men provided her 
appeared to be on official 
LARA letterhead and even 
included her license num-
ber.

The man posing as the 
chief investigator told the 
physical therapist that he 
was investigating a drug 
trafficking case involving 
her license and that her 
name and license were as-
sociated with 15 different 
bank accounts laundering 
2.4 million dollars. At one 
point, all three men got on 
the call with her, giving her 
the option of obtaining a 
            SCAM -  continues on page 15

Sparta 13 Mile Rd bridge over the Rogue River, just west of old Alpine. Photo from the Kent County Road 
Commission Facebook page.

If you travel to Sparta on 
13 Mile Rd, you will see 
that construction on the 
bridge just west of old Al-
pine has closed the road to 
all traffic.

According to the Kent 
County Road Commission, 
crews have removed pave-
ment and replaced select 
box beams. Currently, they 
are placing concrete patch-
ing material to repair the 
bridge support substruc-
ture. This $230,000 project 
includes spot concrete box 
beam replacement, deck 
waterproofing, concrete 
abutment repair and new 
HMA surface. It is expect-
ed to be completed in early 
May.

KCRC said the project 
will be done in conjunc-
tion with the 13 Mile pav-

ing project slated to begin 
in early May. After bridge 
work is completed, and the 

paving contractor for the 13 
Mile project has mobilized, 
base paving operations will 

take place at the bridge and 
adjacent areas.

     REPORTS -  continues on page 14
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Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 9:30 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection
From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories

MemorialMemorial

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Pastor Inge WhittemorePastor Inge Whittemore
EAST NELSON UNITED EAST NELSON UNITED 

METHODISTMETHODIST
9024 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs9024 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs

FORGIVENESSFORGIVENESS

90th Birthday

In Loving Memory of
BENJAMIN WALL

Our loving husband, dad, grandpa and great-grandpa who 
joined his Lord twenty one years ago, April 30, 2001. Spring 
has come and so are all the memories of loving you. Our 
lives go on without you but nothing is the same. We have to 
hide our heartaches when someone speaks your name. Sad 
are the hearts that love you, silent the tears that fall. Living 
our lives without you is the hardest part of all. You did so 
many things for us. Your heart was kind and true and when 
we needed someone, we could always count on you. The 
special years will not return when we were all together, but 
the love within our hearts remain. A part of us went with you 
the day God took you home.

Greatly loved and missed by your loving wife, Rosalynn; 
sons, Dennis (Cindy), Dean (Kristie); grandchildren, 

Emily (Marshall), Cory (Mandy), Zachary (Angie), Molly 
(Matt), Nate (Kalli); great-grand children, Megan, Cody 

(Hannah), Allie, Abbie, Maddie (Alex), Izzy, Tristin, Ashley, 
Aubrey, Easton, Lilly, Landon Benjamin and Caleb.

BARBARA JANE TOMPKINS
Barbara Jane (Knol) Tompkins 
age 95 of Cedar Springs, died 
Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 
her home surrounded by her 
family. Mrs. Tompkins was born 
December 31, 1925 in Grand 
Rapids, MI the daughter of 
Ronald Plumb and Agnes Knol. 
She was a Christian and prayer 
warrior. She married Richard 
H. Tompkins in 1944 and they 
eventually moved to Rockford 
and then to Cedar Springs in 1965. He preceded her in death 
in 1983. Surviving are her children, Cheryl (Alfred) Dines, 
Jim (Patti) Tompkins, Ray (Yukiko) Tompkins, Nancy 
Pennington, John (Denise) Tompkins, Sue (Tim) Price; 
daughter-in-law, Shirley Tompkins; 22 grandchildren; 60 
great-grandchildren; 12 great-great-grandchildren; sisters, 
Joyce Kuikstra, Pat Dow and Vickie Droleme; brother, Mike 
Plumb; cousin, Pam Linderman; many nieces and nephews. 
She was also preceded by her parents and a son, Richard 
D. Tompkins and a son-in-law, Rocke Pennington. The 
visitation and service was held Monday, April 26 at City 
Church, 3233 10 Mile Road, Rockford. Pastor Ken Menefee 
officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar Springs. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

BirthdayBirthday

JAMES (BOSCO) WHEELER
Come celebrate James (Bosco) Wheeler’s 90th birthday! 
Jim is turning 90 and would love nothing more than to 
celebrate with his family and friends. Stop in and say hello 
anytime between 12-4 pm on Saturday May 1st. Lunch will 
be provided. Tri-Town Conservation Club. 5616 Dunn Ave 
NE Lowell, MI 49331. 

ObituaryObituary

Then Peter came to Je-
sus and asked, “Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to sev-
en times?” Jesus answered, 
“I tell you, not seven times, 
but seventy-seven times” 
Matthew 18:21-22 NIV.

There is an old story 
about a woman who was 
bitten by a dog and didn’t 
realize that the dog had ra-
bies. When she finally did 
go to the doctor, he told her 
that it was too late and ad-
vised her to put her final af-
fairs in order. So the wom-
an took up a pen and a piece 
of paper and began writing. 
She wrote and wrote and 
wrote. Finally, the doctor 
said, “That surely is a long 
will you’re making.” She 
snorted, “Will, nothing! 
I’m making a list of all the 
people I’m going to bite!”

That made me laugh but 
I get it!  Some people are 
hard to forgive; yet some-
times that person who 
is hard to forgive is our-
self. There’s a book titled 
“Forgiveness” by Marjo-
rie Thompson. It’s a great 
book and I recommend you 
read it. As I began to read 
it, I stopped for the first 
time with the thought: “We 
have a desperate need for 
forgiveness.” It’s the first 
forgiveness that needs to 
happen because we often 
learn from experience. 

Thomson writes in chap-
ter 4 that at times we can’t 
quite believe that God 
would forgive certain sins 
of ours ...that we are tru-
ly loved unconditionally, 
all of us, in our own vari-

ous and often repeated and 
continued sin. Some of us 
might still struggle with the 
idea that we CAN be forgiv-
en because we’ve messed 
up so much! Like Groucho 
Marx said, “I don’t care to 
belong to any club that will 
accept me as a member.” 
We basically are saying we 
can’t possibly believe in a 
God who could love us as 
we are or forgive us after 
all that we’ve done. 

That surely sets a very 
high bar for God to forgive 
us. It’s actually almost ar-
rogant, certainly not very 
humble. We have high ex-
pectations for God and re-
ally low ones for ourselves. 
When we find that we have 
not truly forgiven our-
selves for something that 
we caused, then we get to a 
point where we struggle to 
receive the forgiveness that 
God is giving us. 

We also need to under-
stand that when God for-
gives us it doesn’t mean 
we get a “get out of jail 
free” pass. Sometimes our 
sins and errors and mis-
takes have consequences 
that we must stand up and 
accept. We knee to forgive 
ourselves, but we still also 
need to accept that what 
we’ve done might take oth-
ers time to gain their trust in 
us or we might have to pay 
the fine, do the time, wait 
humbly for those we’ve 
hurt to learn of our contrite 
hearts and change of direc-
tion. May our prayer be as 
the psalmist wrote, “Create 
in me a pure heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me” Ps 51:10 NIV.



TERRI J. WOOD
Terri J. Wood age 
66 of Sand Lake, 
died Thursday, 
April 22, 2021 at 
Spectrum Health 
B u t t e r w o r t h 
H o s p i t a l . 
Terri was born 
S e p t e m b e r 
27, 1954 in 
Greenville, MI 
the daughter of Lawrence and Ida (Roberts) 
Heft. She loved Christmas, snowmen, and 
Santa Claus. She enjoyed traveling, taking 
pictures and was the party planner. Terri 
loved God and was an awesome wife, 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
sister and aunt. Surviving are her husband, 
Tracey; children, April Wood, Adam 
(Michelle) Wood; grandchildren, Samantha, 
Dakota, Troy, Nicole and Kendra; great-
grandchildren, Timothy and Ryleigh; sister, 
Connie (Gary) Welch; many nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in death by her 
parents; brother and his wife, Jerry (Sue) 
Heft; a nephew, Jared. The family will greet 
friends Monday, May 3 from 6-8 p.m. at 
the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs. The service will be held 
Tuesday, May 4 at 11:00 a.m. at Huggard 
Bible Church, 8860 21 Mile Road, Sand 
Lake with viewing at 10:00 a.m. Masks 
are required at both the funeral home and 
the church. Pastor Rick Malone officiating. 
Interment Spencer Mills Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
help the family with expenses.

Arrangement by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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GRANT HANES
Grant Hanes age 
91 of Ensley 
Township, Sand 
Lake passed 
away Friday, 
April 23, 2021 
at his home. 
Grant was born 
January 5, 1930 
in Muskegon, 
MI the son of 
Ardy and Edith 
(Atwood) Hanes. He served his country, the 
U.S.A. in the Korean War. After his combat, 
he worked at Kelvinator for more than 40 
years. He and his wife Pride Hanes had 5 
children, 11 grandchildren and many great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his loving, beautiful wife, Pride; daughter, 
Michelle and sons, Michael and Mitchell 
Hanes. Surviving are his sons, Mark (Kris) 
Hanes and Kevin Hanes; brother, Jack 
(Shirley) Hanes; sister, Edith (Jim) Kloe. 
Private family services were held with burial 
at Crandall Cemetery, Ensley Township.  
And now I bid onto all Farwell! I go to rest 
in the Paradise of God until my spirit and 
body shall again reunite and I am brought 
forth triumphant through the air to meet 
you before the pleasing bar of the Great 
Jehovah. The eternal Judge of both the 
quick and dead.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

MICHAEL P. OLSON
Michael P. 
Olson, age 72, 
passed away on 
April 25th with 
his loving wife, 
Sherry, by his side. 
Michael was born 
on February 24, 
1949 to Leon and 
Laura (Nordenberg) Olson. He graduated 
from Lakeview High School in 1967 before 
being drafted by the United States Army, 
where he served four years in Korea and 
Vietnam. He had a great sense of humor and 
was very mischievous and loved to have fun. 
He loved bonfires and hunting. He was a 
wonderful dad and papa. Michael is survived 
by his beloved wife of 49 years, Sherry; his 
children Eric (Debbra) Olson and Jeremy 
(Nicole) Olson; his grandchildren, Ericka, 
Haley and Paige Olson and Braendon Hook. 
He is also survived by his siblings, Mitchell 
(Connie) Olson, Kevin (Jan) Olson, Cassie 
(John) Simmons, Diana Olson and Marshall 
(Yvonne) Olson as well as many nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death 
by his parents. The family will be having a 
celebration of life for Michael at a later date 
to be announced.

ObituaryObituary

ObituaryObituary ObituaryObituary

ObituaryObituary
RUSSELL BREWSTER JR.
Russell E. Brewster Jr. of Sand Lake 
died Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at Blodgett 
Hospital in East Grand Rapids. Russell 
was born May 15, 1940 in Saginaw, MI the 
son of Russell Sr. and Leona (Kurzhals) 
Brewster. He was the owner/operator of 
Squire’s Gutter and loved striking up a 
conversation with anybody. He was a huge 
University of Michigan fan and had a really 
soft spot for his grand kids. He attended all 
their sporting events. He is survived by his 
wife Shannon of 44 years; children, Shelly 
Crump, Kevin (Sherry) Allmon, Rusty 
(Kisha) Brewster, Greg (Christie) Brewster, 
Kristen (Justin) Telder; grandchildren, 
Brettney, Tyler, Kyle, Tayler, Logan, Jacob, 
Tyler, Grant, Makenzie, Alivia, Ava; great 
grandson, Lincoln; brother, Lyle (Marlene) 
Brewster. He was preceded in death by his 
parents. Mass of Christian Burial will be 
offered 11:00 am Saturday, May 1 at Mary 
Queen of Apostles, Sand Lake. Rev. Fr. 
Lam Le Celebrant. The family will greet 
friends Friday 2-4 p.m. with a 3:30 p.m. 
Scripture Service at Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Interment 
St. Mary’s Cemetery, Sand Lake. Memorial 
contributions to Mary Queen of Apostles 
Building Fund.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

ALICE F. ALLEN
Lois Allen, publisher of 
The Cedar Springs Post, 
and Elizabeth (Bill) Alte-
na, publisher of The Rock-
ford Squire, and a son, 
Mark (Michelle Bowman) 
Allen, who graduated from 
Cedar Springs and then 
from Alma University with 
a degree in chemical engi-
neering and now resides in 
Seattle, Washington. Alice 

leaves behind four grandchildren, Will 
Altena, Ethan Altena, Benjamin Allen 
and Drew Allen. Also surviving is Al-
ice’s sister, May Houtenville, of New 
Jersey.

Due to Covid, there was no funeral or 
visitation. Alice was cremated and her 
remains were sent back to Cranford, 
New Jersey, to join her husband, Roger, 
and daughter, Kristan “Krissy” who are 
currently interred in the Cranford Meth-
odist Church Memorial Garden where 
her nephew, David LeDuc, serves as pas-
tor.

A special thanks goes out to Hospice 
and the caregivers who took great care 
of her and allowed her to spend her final 
days on this earth in her own home along 
with her beloved cat, Bob.

A memorial service will be planned in 
the future.

Arrangements by Pederson 
Funeral Home, Rockford..

Alice Fairweather Allen, 
90, of Cedar Springs, died 
at her home in the early 
morning hours of Wednes-
day, April 21, from compli-
cations due to congestive 
heart failure followed by 
a stroke. She was born in 
Cranford, New Jersey on 
July 18, 1930, the daughter 
of James and Alice (Vauti-
er) Fairweather. She leaves 
behind her three children, four grand-
children, a sister and many, many friends 
in Cedar Springs and beyond.

A resident of Cedar Springs for over 
50 years, after moving from East Grand 
Rapids, she was no longer an “outsider” 
to the people of this community. After 
the closing of The Register in the early 
1980’s, Alice and husband Roger started 
and operated The Rockford Squire. She 
was also the original founder of the Ce-
dar Springs Post Newspaper because she 
felt Cedar Springs deserved their own 
newspaper.  If not for her fierce dedi-
cation and extreme work ethic in which 
she worked long hours without pay, 
there would be no newspaper in Cedar 
Springs.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Roger Allen, as well as a daughter, 
Kristan, who was born with Downs Syn-
drome. Also, four sisters, Isabelle, Betty, 
Ruth, and Emily, and a brother, James.

She is survived by her two daughters, 



This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
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JOKEoof thef theWeekWeekHometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

ARTS & ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

OPEN OPEN 

TO LIMITED 
TO LIMITED 

CAPACITY
CAPACITY

Seating limited to 50 per show. Masks required. Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 
6:00PM
SATURDAY: 
3:00PM & 6:00PM 
SUNDAY: 
3:00PM

THE FIRST 30 TICKETS FOR EACH SHOW IS FREE 
Sponsored by EnGedSponsored by EnGedii

APRIL 30 • MAY 1 • MAY 2APRIL 30 • MAY 1 • MAY 2

Tickets Tickets   ONLY ONLY 
$$3.003.00

POSTPOST  

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up 
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant to 
local readers, and the editor reserves the right 
to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good 
taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All sub-
missions MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone number. 
We use this information to verify the letter’s au-
thenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, 
or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319.

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

NOTICENOTICE
  ScriptsScripts

Following in our footsteps
A physician was on her way to drop her four-year-old 

daughter off at preschool. In the car, she left her stetho-
scope on the seat, and her daughter picked it up and 
began to play with it.

“Be still my heart,” thought the doctor, “my daughter 
wants to follow in my footsteps.”

Then the child spoke into the instrument. “Welcome 
to McDonalds! May I take your order, please?”

Joke courtesy of Joadie Orcasitas.
 Thank you for sending it to us, Joadie!

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Apr. 29, May 6: theTable at the Springs Church every 
Thursday at 5:30 pm. A free meal for all who come. All 
are welcome! #tfn

Sand Lake UMC Rummage Sale
May 13-15: Spring Rummage Sale – Sand Lake United 
Methodist Women’s Spring Sale is Thurs-Sat May 13-15. 
Thurs and Friday 9-5, Sat 9-2. We will be receiving donations 
on Thursday Evenings from 5:30-7:00 pm until May 6th. 
Most items will be outside under tents at 65 W. Maple St. 
across from the NW corner of the park. All proceeds go to our 
youth, family, and community activities. #17-18

Red Flannel Pageant Meeting
May 23: Attention all young ladies attending Cedar Springs 
High School, Creative Technologies Academy or live in the 
Cedar Springs school district, (including homeschoolers) 
who will be in the 11th or 12th grade in the 2021-2022 school 
year. There will be a mandatory parent meeting for any young 
lady who would like to participate in the 2021 Red Flannel 
Pageant and her parent(s). The meeting will be Sunday, May 
23rd at 2 pm outside the Springs Church (135 N. Grant St.) 
For more information or if there is a concern that you can’t 
make the meeting please contact pageant director Kaleigh 
Goehler directly at redflannelpageant@gmail.com. #17-19

107 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org

The Cedar Springs Library is currently
WE ARE OPEN!!!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
with LIMITED CAPACITY

Masks are required
**CURBSIDE SERVICES WILL 

CONTINUE ALWAYS**
Computers - 30 minute limit
Study Rooms - 1 hour limit

Browse Books/DVD’s - Short Visit
Playroom will remain CLOSED
Programs will remain ONLINE

MON-FRI 10AM-6PM • SAT 9AM-12PM 

Photo 
Fun

NOTICE: The POST is in need of NEW 
clean jokes, if you have one to share please 
submit it to news@cedarspringspost.com

This daring raccoon was “hanging around” the Allen 
residence last week when Pat Firmer of Rockford snapped 
this picture. Looks like he enjoyed the bird seed. Thank 
you Pat for sharing your captured moment with us. 

Do you have a fun photo to share with our readers? 
Please submit your digital photo by emailing it to news@
cedarspringspost.com. Please include your name and lo-
cation and your photo may be selected to be featured in 
The POST’s Photo Fun! Don’t have email? Printed photos 
can be submitted by sending them to Photo Fun, P.O. Box 
370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Printed photos will not be 
returned. 
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The missed home improvement step putting you and your 
community at risk

(BPT) - What does plant-
ing a tree, building a patio, 
installing a pool and putting 
up a fence have in com-
mon? These popular home 
improvement projects add 
value to your home, and 
they all require an import-
ant safety step: getting 
utility lines marked before 
digging.

With so many people 
spending more time at 
home during the pandemic, 
homeowners are tackling 
DIY projects at growing 
levels - 19.5 million Ameri-
cans plan to dig this year for 
a home improvement proj-
ect, according to the Spring 
2021 Homeowner Omnibus 
Research from Common 
Ground Alliance (CGA). 
Unfortunately, two in five 
homeowners will miss the 
crucial step to call 811 to 
get utility lines marked be-
fore they dig.

Tempted to skip this step? 
You are putting yourself, 
your family, and your entire 
community at risk. Unin-
tentionally striking one of 
these lines can result in in-
convenient outages for en-
tire neighborhoods, serious 
harm to yourself or your 
neighbors, and significant 
repair costs.

CGA research found that 
a third of American home-
owners have been affected 
by a utility service inter-
ruption during the pandem-
ic. This can be particularly 
frustrating as people spend 
more time at home, rely-
ing on essential utilities to 
work, study and stay enter-
tained. You don’t want your 
digging activity to be the 
reason your neighborhood 
faces an inconvenient out-
age, or worse.

If you think it won’t hap-
pen, think again. “A utility 
line is damaged every few 
minutes in the U.S. because 
someone decided to dig 
without making a call to 811 
to learn the approximate 
location of buried utilities 
in their area,” says Sarah 
Magruder Lyle, President 
and CEO of CGA. “Calling 
811 to get utilities marked 
before digging is free and 
easy, and will protect you, 
your community and the 
utilities you rely on.”

Follow these safe digging 
steps each time you dig:

Step 1: A free phone call 
to 811 makes it easy for 
your local one call center 
to notify appropriate utility 
companies of your intent to 
dig. Call a few days prior to 

digging to ensure enough 
time for the approximate lo-
cation of utility lines to be 
marked with flags or paint.

Step 2: Know where you 
plan to dig and have a basic 
idea of what you plan to do. 
When you call 811, a rep-
resentative from your local 
one call center will ask for 
the location and description 
of your digging project.

Step 3: Your local one call 

center will notify affected 
utility companies, which 
will then send professional 
locators to the proposed dig 
site to mark the approxi-
mate location of buried util-
ity lines with colored flags 
and paint.

Step 4: Wait the required 
amount of time for the 
lines to be marked. Once 
all lines have been accu-
rately marked, carefully dig 

around the marked areas.
There are nearly 20 mil-

lion miles of underground 
utility lines in the United 
States, which equates to 
more than a football field’s 
length of utilities for every 
person in the U.S. Your 
family depends on this bur-
ied infrastructure for your 
everyday needs, including 
electric, natural gas, water 
and sewer, cable TV, high-

speed internet and landline 
telephone.

With that much critical 
infrastructure underground, 
it’s important to know 
what’s below and call 811 
before digging. To find out 
more information about 
811 or the one call center 
in your area, visit www.
call811.com.

SpringSpringSPRUCE UPSPRUCE UP
Brought to you by: 
Andy’s Tree Service
Bassett’s Body Shop
Boyinks Outdoor Services
Robinson Septic Cleaning
Rockford Floor Covering
Rowland Excavating
White Creek Lumber & Hardware

Gardening Tips • Home Improvements • Spring Clean Ups • Landscaping
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13861 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010
or Fax: 616-696-2715

OPEN Mon-Fri 7:30am - 6pm, 
Saturday 7:30am - 4pm

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly

Quantities are limited.  While supplies last.

www.whitecreeklumber.com

WHITE CREEK LUMBER
& HARDWARE

MAY

3
3/8-In. x 9-In. Roller Cover
Professional quality microfiber cover for all paints
and stains. Shed resistant and has a solvent
resistant heavy duty core.
2004836

$ 99

2
4-In.
Paint
Roller
Cover
and
Frame
Set
For all paints
and stains. For
smooth and
semi-smooth
surfaces.
Shed- free.
Dripless.
3803137

$ 49

14
1.2-Gal.
Water Seal®
Waterproofer
Penetrates porous
material to
establish a
waterproofing
moisture barrier to
help prevent
moisture damage.
VOC Compliant.
4976296

$ 99

13
LED Work Light
Shatter-resistant polycarbonate lens. Compact
design for use in tight spaces. Scissor base with
360 degree motion. 1000 lumens.
9462987

$ 99 6
100-Ft. Speed-Line® Reel &
Chalk Set
Light weight ABS housing. Rewinds line 3X
faster than traditional chalk reels; robust steel
handle. Includes 2 oz. blue chalk re-fill.
7059181

$ 49

13
1-Gal.
Acetone
Solvent
Thins
fiberglass and
polyester
resins, vinyl
and
adhesives.
8977001

$ 69
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SpringSpringSPRUCE UPSPRUCE UP
Care for spring flowering bulbs

Easy Spring Home 
Maintenance Tips

Source: Carrier

(Family Features) Spring often means it’s 
time to deep clean your home, but it can also 
be a perfect opportunity to check some key 
maintenance tasks off your list to create health-

ier indoor spaces. To welcome a new season, 
consider these seven tips from the experts at 
Carrier to create a safer, healthier home. Learn 
more at corporate.carrier.com/healthyhomes.

Providing proper care to tulips and other spring flowering bulbs will extend your enjoyment and keep 
them coming back for years. Photo credit:  MelindaMyers.com

by Melinda Myers

Bright yellow daffodils, 
colorful tulips and fragrant 
hyacinths brighten our 
spring gardens. Give them 
the care they need to extend 
their spring display and keep 
them coming back for years.

Hybrid tulips and hya-
cinths are short-lived stars 
of the spring garden. They 
bloom profusely the first 
spring, but the number of 
flowers decline each year. 
You may want to treat 
these like annuals, careful-
ly removing them from the 
garden to avoid damaging 
any remaining plants. Toss 
these in the compost pile 
and start planning for their 
replacements. It is a great 
opportunity to try something 
new and freshen the look of 
your spring garden. If you 
are looking for a permanent 
replacement, consider using 
species tulips that are less 
floriferous but return each 
year.

Add a few years to the life 
of hybrid tulips and daffo-
dils and get the most from 
all your long-lived spring 

flowering bulbs with proper 
care. Water spring gardens 
thoroughly whenever the top 
few inches of soil are crum-
bly and just slightly moist. 
Spring rains often take care 
of this task, but when they 
don’t it is easy to forget to 
provide spring gardens with 
the water they need. Provid-
ing the right amount of water 
when needed will keep your 
bulbs looking their best.

Bulbs often receive suffi-
cient nutrients at the time of 
planting or when the other 
plants in the garden are fer-
tilized. Apply fertilizer to 
established bulb plantings, if 
needed, as the leaves begin 
to emerge from the soil. Use 
a low nitrogen, slow-release 
fertilizer to encourage slow 
steady growth. Follow the 
label directions so you apply 
the recommended amount 
for the area you are fertiliz-
ing.

Remove spent flowers on 
tulips and hyacinths you 
plan to keep so the energy is 
directed back into the bulbs 
instead of setting seeds. 
Do the same if you want to 
improve the appearance of 

daffodils. Leave allium seed 
heads in place to extend 
their beautiful contribution 
to the garden. Remove these 
before they drop their seeds 
if you want to limit the num-
ber of seedlings sprouting 
in next year’s garden. The 
same is true for grape hya-
cinths and squills. The only 
reason to remove their faded 
flowers is to slow down the 
spread.

Leave the leaves on your 
bulbs until they naturally 
yellow and dry.  The leaves 
produce energy needed 
for beautiful blooms next 
spring. The longer you leave 
the leaves intact, the more 
energy and better bloom for 
next season.

Hide the declining bulb 
leaves by planting annuals 
between the bulbs. Or add 
perennial flowers that re-
turn each year for a more 
permanent solution.  As the 
bulbs decline, the perennials 
will grow and mask the de-
clining foliage. Try mixing 
spring flowering perennials 
for double the impact or 
combine with summer and 
           BULBS -  continues on page 10



cool look that’s also high-
ly functional, install track 
lighting above all areas of 
the kitchen where you slice, 
dice and sauté, or use it to 
highlight design elements. 
Kits make installation easy 
and are available in a range 
of designs complementing 
any style. Add specialty 

lighting in other areas of the 
kitchen to give the room a 
warm glow.

4. Floating shelves. Add 
floating shelves to keep 
spices handy, hold favorite 
cookbooks, stack plates or 
display decorative accent 
pieces. Lightweight and 
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  MAKEOVER -  continues on page 10

DIY kitchen makeover ideas you can 
complete in a weekend

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Taryn Whiteaker

(StatePoint) Whether 
you’re putting down roots 
or putting your home on the 
market, kitchen upgrades 
make a huge impact. Not 
only do they have daily 
“good feeling” appeal for 
current homeowners, they 
can offer a great return on 
investment when it’s time 
to sell.

So it’s no surprise that 
kitchens were the second 
leading site of home im-
provements made since 
the pandemic, according 
to Hippos’ recent “State of 
Homeownership Survey.”

Boost your kitchen’s 
beauty and functionality 
with these DIY makeover 
ideas:

1. Countertops. Tired of 
boring countertops? When 
using the SpreadStone kit 
from Daich Coatings, an 
elegant new finish requires 
only the ability to paint, roll 
and sand. Working well on 
existing laminate, cultured 
marble, formica and other 
solid surfaces, the result 
is a dynamic stone finish 
that provides shimmering 
mineral accents and color 
highlights found in natural 
mined rock. The three-step 

process includes ap-
plications of a stone 
base coat, decorative 
stone coat and stone 
clear top coat. Fin-
ished countertops 
resist heat, stains, 
abrasion, impact and 
household cleaners. 
Available in 10 colors, 
including Oyster and 
Volcanic Black, each 
kit includes applica-
tion tools and required 
coatings to complete 
30 to 40 square feet of 
space. Kits are avail-
able online at The 
Home Depot and at 
daichcoatings.com.

2. Decorative 
boards. Add warmth 
to bars and kitchen 
islands, or an en-
tire wall, by install-
ing decorative wood 
boards. The ready-to-
install S4S Decorative 
Boards from Ornamental 
Decorative Millwork pro-
vide a rich, clean appear-
ance and are available in 
Ambrosia Maple, White 
Oak, Black Stained Aspen 
and Gray Stained Aspen 
profiles.

3. Track lighting. For a 

Spring clean 
ups start soon

As the weather warms up and residents begin to spring 
clean, some municipalities are offering drop off sites to 
help get rid of the clutter. Check out the list below to see 
when it’s offered in your area.

Algoma Township: Spring cleanup days are Thursday, 
April 22 through Saturday, April 24. Dumpsters will be 
available at the township hall at 10531 Algoma Ave. Hours 
will be Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. No liquids, no hazardous waste (paint, oil, fuel, gaso-
line etc. Latex paint may be dumped only if it’s hardened). 
No brush or yard waste. No cement, no Batteries, no re-
frigerants. Propane and Fuel oil tanks must be cut in half. 
Fencing must be folded or rolled up. Barrels must have one 
end open or be full of holes. All tires must be cut in half in 
order to go into garbage dumpster for free disposal. Whole 
tires will be charged $15.

For a complete list of where to take household items that 
are not accepted visit https://www.accesskent.com/Depart-
ments/DPW/north_kent.htm

Electronic waste recycling - supervised by Comprenew 
Recyclers. Will also collect E-Waste at the same location. 
Accepted e-waste includes PCs, Laptops, Servers, Print-
ers, Copiers, Scanners, LCD Screens, Plasma, LED & Flat 
Screens, Network/Telecom Equipment, other misc. elec-
tronics (wires, keyboards, mice, AV). CR-TVs and Mon-
itors: Screen size 12” and under $10.00 each; 13” – 26” 
$20.00 each; 27” and above $40.00 each. Cash only. For a 
complete list of where to take household items that are not 
accepted visit www.accesskent.com/Departments/DPW/
north_kent.htm.

City of Cedar Springs: Spring brush pickup is Monday, 
May 3. Please have brush out at 6 a.m. and neatly stacked 
as close to the curb as possible, with all branches in one 
direction. Brush a half inch to six inches in diameter will 
be picked up. Brush cannot exceed 12 feet in length. Trees 
and brush larger than six inches, vines, rubbish, leaves and 
other yard waste will NOT 
be picked up.

The City will be doing 
Hydrant Flushes on the wa-
ter lines April 29. You may 
experience brown/yellow 
water. It is safe to drink but 
avoid washing white laun-
dry until water runs clear.

Courtland Township: 
Spring clean up is Friday, 
May 7 and Saturday May 8 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Please enter off Berrigan 
Ave. Dumpsters will be lo-
cated behind Courtland Fire 
Station #1, 7480 14 Mile. 
Accepting appliances, mat-
  CLEAN UPS -  continues on page 10
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Designing a wildlife-friendly landscape

tresses, box springs at no charge. No paint, liquids, tires 
propane bottles or tvs. For a list of items not accepted, visit 
www.plummersdisposal.com.

The Courtland Township Electronics Recycle Event will 
take place on Saturday, May 8. We will accept electron-
ics, (computers, printers, keyboards, CRT Monitors, TVs, 
Etc...) at NO cost to residents. 

This is our second Electronics Recycle Event and will be 
supervised by Valley City Electronic Recycling. They have 
the authority to reject any questionable items. Proof of res-
idency is required. Volunteers are welcomed! 8:30 to 3:30 
Fire station #1, 7480 14 Mile Rd.

Nelson Township/Village of Sand Lake: Spring clean-
up will be held June 5, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the water 
tower. Call Nelson Township at 636-5332 or the Village at 
636-8854 for more info.

Solon Township: Annual spring Cleanup for Solon 
Township residents has been scheduled for Saturday, May 
8, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Township Hall 
at 15185 Algoma. One 5×8 trailer with 48-inch sides or 
one pickup box per household. All items should be boxed 
or bagged, 45 pounds maximum. Tires must be cut in four 
pieces, car or light truck only, limit four. $20.00 charge for 
each: mattress, box springs, overstuffed chairs/couches, and 
other large objects determined at drop off.  $10.00 charge 
for electronic equipment. Unacceptable items include: 
hazardous waste such as oil, paint, anti-freeze, cleaning 
supplies or other liquid determined to be hazardous, yard 
waste, concrete, stones, roofing scrap, metal barrels (unless 
both ends are cut out), fiberglass boats, large plastic ob-
jects, railroad ties, lumber, urine or blood-soaked carpet or 
furniture, wet carpet, wet mattresses, overstuffed cushions 
or furniture, dead animals. No shovel offs. Solon Township 
reserves the right to inspect and accept or refuse all loads.  
Please call the township office at 616-696-1718 with any 
questions.

Spencer Township: Spring cleanup is usually held in 
June. Call the township for info at 984-0035.

Tyrone Township:  Spring cleanup is scheduled for Fri-
day, May 7 from 1-8 p.m. and Saturday, May 8, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Drop off site is located at 2391 Rusco Rd 
(Kent City Village property). Keep all metal items separate. 
Everything needs to be bagged, boxed, or in barrels – NO 
loose trash. No mattresses, no CRT TVs, no commercial 
dumping, cement, or liquids. No brush, yard or hazardous 
waste. Tires will be accepted if cut into 4 pieces. Electronic 
recycling will be available. You must be able to unload your 
own vehicle. 

Clean upsClean ups
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Include habitat features in your garden and landscape that are needed to attract and sustain the wildlife 
you are trying to attract. Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com   

by Melinda Myers

 We love watching the 
bunnies hopping across 
the lawn or ground squir-
rels scurrying away with a 
cheek full of seeds. That is, 
until they dine on our fa-
vorite shrub or take just one 
bite out of each red ripe to-
mato in the garden. Finding 
a way to coexist is critical 
for wildlife struggling to 
survive and our enjoyment 
of nature and our land-
scapes.

As gardeners, we know 
that digging in the soil and 
tending a garden is good for 
our mind, body, and spirit. 
Researchers discovered the 
same is true when we take 
time to observe wildlife. 
Our need for a relationship 
with nature is also import-
ant to our wellbeing. It 
helps us feel more content 
and function more effec-
tively.

But we love our gardens, 
too. Implementing some 
design and management 
strategies can help us sup-
port and enjoy wildlife, care 
for our landscapes, and im-
prove our quality of life.

By reducing the amount 
of edge habitat, where one 
type of habitat meets anoth-
er, can allow us to support 
wildlife while reducing 
the risk of damage. Create 
circular or square garden 
beds that have more interior 
space and less border space. 
Long linear beds with more 
edges and less interior 
space allows easier access 
for animals to dine.

Work with neighbors and 
your community to create 
large blocks and corridors 
of habitat. Providing them 
spaces, other than your gar-
dens, with needed food and 
shelter can help you and the 
wildlife to coexist.

Protect key gardens and 
plants. Fencing is an op-

tion.  Make sure your fence 
is high enough, tight to the 
ground, and the gates se-
cure.

Repellents are a less ob-
trusive option. Select a 
product labeled for the an-
imals and rodents you are 
trying to manage. For best 
results, apply repellents 
before the animals start 
feeding. Then reapply as 
recommended on the label. 
Look for one, like organic, 
bird- and pollinator-friend-
ly Plantskydd (plantskydd.
com), that is rain and snow 
resistant, requiring fewer 
repeat applications.

Work with nature to main-
tain a balance in your land-
scape. Invite hawks, owls, 
and fox to your backyard.  
Grow tall grasses and plants 
that provide cover for fox-
es. Include trees with good 
perches or install perch 
poles to attract and support 
raptors. 

And like any landscape 
endeavor, start with a plan. 
Make a sketch of your ex-
isting landscape. Identify 
existing plants and wild-
life-friendly habitats. Make 

note of both the natural hab-
itats and any supplemental 
food, water, and shelter you 
provide. Review and note 
various features in your 
landscape throughout the 
year.

Now decide what you 
want to accomplish in your 
landscape. What wildlife 
do you want to attract and 
have the space to support? 
Perhaps you want to attract 
more songbirds to your gar-
dens or animals, like toads, 
that help manage pests in 
the garden.

Make sure your land-
scape provides the habitat 
features needed to attract 
and sustain these welcome 
residents. You will find lots 
of helpful resources on Na-
tional Wildlife Federation, 
Audubon, Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Services, 
Department of Natural Re-
sources, and University Ex-
tension websites.

Be patient and wait for a 
year to evaluate the results 
of your efforts. Then begin 
making any needed chang-
es to meet your goals.

Developing a landscape 
for you to enjoy and one 
that supports wildlife takes 
time, but as a gardener this 
is not only part of the pro-
cess but an exciting adven-
ture.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD se-
ries and the nationally-syn-
dicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV & radio pro-
gram. Myers is a columnist 
and contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine 
and was commissioned by 
Tree World Plant Care for 
her expertise to write this 
article. Myers’ website is 
www.MelindaMyers.com.

easy-to-install in just minutes, those from Ornamental Dec-
orative Millwork can be easily painted or stained to com-
plement other design elements in the room.

5. Wood beams. Add architectural style and warmth to 
your kitchen (or any other room) with lightweight Rustic 
Beams from Ornamental Decorative Millwork. Wheth-
er it’s adding straight beams, creating a center beam with 
cross beams, or crafting a coffered ceiling, home design 
creativity knows no bounds with this DIY project. Made of 
real wood, these pre-stained U-shaped beams and wrought 
iron metal accent brackets are available at Lowe’s and 
come with everything needed for installation.

6. Outdoor kitchen. Building an outdoor kitchen is an 
amazing way to make better use of your backyard and enjoy 
fresh air as you cook and dine. Using VertiStone Roll-On 
Wall Texture, you can ensure the space is beautiful. Without 
prep work and in little time, you can use it to completely 
transform any drywall, block, masonry or concrete outdoor 
kitchen surface in such finishes as smooth polished marble, 
natural suede, parchment, dream lace and linen. Then, to 
protect the newly-coated surfaces, simply add Hi-Build Ul-
tra Clear Coat, a tough coating that resists water, U/V rays, 
chemicals, impact and abrasion. 

Thanks to a variety of products making DIY easy, you 
can affordably give your kitchen that “wow factor” in an 
afternoon or weekend.

MakeoverMakeover
...continued from page 9...continued from page 9

BulbsBulbs
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8
fall bloomers to extend the 
floral show.

Take some pictures of 
your spring bulb display 
and make notes of the ar-
eas where you want to add 
some color. Then order early 
for the best selection and to 
make sure you are ready for 
bulb planting season next 
fall.

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 garden-

ing books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to 
Grow Anything” DVD series 
and the nationally-syndicat-
ed Melinda’s Garden Mo-
ment TV & radio program. 
Myers is also a columnist 
and contributing editor for 
Birds & Blooms magazine. 
Her website is www.Melin-
daMyers.com.



What does summer in Michigan taste like? Pop a fresh, 
juicy blackberry warmed by the sun into your mouth and 
find out. Rich morel mushrooms, sweet and smoky maple 
syrup and intense sumac and juniper are among the flavors 
you can find when you step into Michigan’s outdoors.

Get in touch with the seasons and bring the flavors of the 
wild home with the help of a new foraging section on the 
DNR’s website. These webpages share information about 
different varieties of wild berries, the basics of maple sap 
collection for syrup and tips for morel mushroom hunting.

“Every spring, we get tons of calls and emails asking 

what you can pick on state lands,” said DNR Land Use 
Program Lead Matt Fry. “This information will help people 
forage safely and responsibly.”

On state-managed lands, the fruits of plants may be har-
vested, including berries, nuts, tree fruits and mushrooms. 
However, to protect plant species that often take years to 
grow and reproduce, you may not harvest whole plants. 
Foods gathered on state lands are for personal use only. 
Properly identify anything you take from the wild and eat 
at your own risk. Over time, more information on foraging 
will be added to the webpages. Soon, you’ll have the tools to 

turn a tangle of young dandeli-
on greens into an herby quiche, 
brew a fragrant cup of pine nee-
dle tea or grill a swoon-worthy 
morel mushroom flatbread over 
hot coals.

Want to get started? Check 
out the foraging page for more 
information and resources. 
Go to: https://www.michi-
gan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-
79119_104319---,00.html. Or 
go to michigan.gov/dnr and in 
the search bar type “foraging 
for wild food”.

Have foraging topics you’d 
like to hear about? Share sug-
gestions with Rachel Coale via 
email at CoaleR@Michigan.
gov.
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Bring forest flavors to your plate 
with new foraging webpages
From Michigan DNR

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Trilliums
One of the “Rights of Spring” is the flushing of the forest 

with wildflowers. Do not allow it to pass without spending 
time exploring the natural world. As children, many of us 
collected dandelion flowers to give our mothers. It is not 
too late to do that unless our mother preceded us in death. 
Even if she has, go out and pick some to put on the table in 
her remembrance. This is not a restricted activity for chil-
dren only.

Troubles with turkeys? 
Try these tips
From the Michigan DNR

In this image from Michigan, the very uncommon Trillium grandiflo-
rum forma roseum is present with a pair of the white-flowered Trilli-
um grandiflorum. From US Forest Service. Image by Charles Peirce.

Trilliums are a wonderful large spring flower that comes 
and goes in May. The leaves are on the stem beneath the 
flower. When picked, we may have learned it kills the plant 
and next year there will no trillium there. It is best not to 
pick them. If the plant is robust and healthy, it might not 
cause its death. The plant might survive but the following 
year it might not have adequate energy to produce a flow-
er. It will take time to recover from picking. In general, I 
discourage picking of wildflowers and encourage people 
to enjoy them growing in their nature niche. There they 
can reproduce and aid survival of native insects, birds, and 
mammals. 

In general, it takes about seven years for a trillium to first 
bloom. If it remains healthy, we can expect it to flower an-
nually. Many circumstances determine if wildflowers will 
thrive. 

Hepaticas are an early blooming species that was very 
abundant until forests were harvested. That species did 
not survive habitat change well. When I began work at the 
Howard Christensen Nature Center in 1986, We knew of 
one robust plant flowering near Spring Creek. I lined the 
trail to protect it from trampling so it would hopefully re-
produce and populate the forest. At Ody Brook the first he-
paticas began blooming March 30.

After 20 years at HCNC, several plants were growing 
near the original progenitor and providing a glimmer of 
springs to come. It will likely take centuries for that species 
to recolonize the second growth forest that has developed 
following forest harvest. Many wildflowers escaped heavy 
human manipulation and thrive in remnant populations. I 
implemented a use policy at HCNC that included “high, 
limited, passive and restricted” activity areas. Passive and 
restricted activity areas were those where trampling would 
likely reduce plant and animal survival. We kept use to a 
minimum to balance use with wild community survival. 

Trailing arbutus is another species that has experienced 
massive decline. It does not survive transplanting. It thrived 
in large areas in past centuries but is less common now. 
Near the HCNC Welcome Center parking area, trailing ar-
butus continues survival by the path to the Red Pine Inter-
pretive Center. Annually, I lined the trail with a border to 

Turkeys become territorial during breeding season—even with their own reflection. Photo courtesy of 
the Michigan DNR.

Turkeys live in Michigan 
year-round, and while wild tur-
keys hang around through the 
winter, you might see more ac-
tivity this spring as they enter 
breeding season.

If turkeys in your neigh-
borhood are becoming both-
ersome, try hazing or scaring 
them, as well as removing any 
wildlife feeders that may be 
out.

“While many people might 
feed turkeys because they enjoy 
seeing them, especially in the 
winter months, fed turkeys can 
become comfortable around 
people and may start to be un-
welcome,” said Hannah Schau-
er, DNR wildlife communications 
coordinator. “If you do have feeders 
out, make sure they are inaccessible to 
the turkeys or you may need to remove 
them altogether.” 

You also want to establish your 
dominance by using some hazing 
techniques to scare them when they 
come around, like making loud noises 
and waving your arms. Don’t be shy—
you want to maintain turkeys’ natural 
fear of humans. It’s important for the 
animals’ safety and helps keep them 
from becoming a nuisance to people.

Male turkeys, especially during 
breeding season, become territorial 
toward other male turkeys—including 
their own reflection. Songbirds such 
as robins or cardinals also peck at their 
own reflection in a window. Cover or 
disguise your windows to help keep 
the birds from seeing their reflection. 
You may also want to park vehicles 
inside or cover them to prevent dam-
age if a turkey finds its reflection in the 
paint or shiny hubcaps.

“If you are in an area where hunt-
ing is allowed, you can take advantage 
of turkey hunting opportunities,” said 

Schauer. “Hunting plays an important 
role in managing turkeys by regulating 
their numbers.”

Spring turkey season is open 
through June 7. Learn about turkey 
hunting opportunities at Michigan.
gov/Turkey.

More turkey tips and information on 
how to handle conflicts with wildlife 
can be found at Michigan.gov/Wild-
life. 

Questions? Contact the DNR Wild-
life Division at 517-284-9453.

Wild blackberries. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.
                                                                                NATURE -  continues on page 15



clot called cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST) was seen in 
combination with low levels of blood platelets (thrombocytope-
nia).

Today, the agencies can confirm that a total of 15 cases of TTS 
have been reported to VAERS, including the original six reported 
cases. All of these cases occurred in women between the ages of 
18 and 59, with a median age of 37 years. Reports indicated symp-
tom onset between 6 and 15 days after vaccination.
Monitoring for Safety Will Continue

The surveillance systems that are in place to monitor the safety 
of COVID-19 vaccines authorized for emergency use are work-
ing, as demonstrated by both agencies’ quick work to identify and 
investigate these rare, but serious adverse events. The FDA and 
CDC will continue with these efforts to closely monitor the safety 
of these vaccines.

Reports of adverse events following vaccination can be made 
to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System at https://vaers.
hhs.gov/reportevent.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=go-
vdelivery.
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636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466
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Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month
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Smokey – 8-year-old male – Large Mixed Breed
Meet Smokey! Smokey is 
looking for a quiet, routine 
home where he can be 
the center of attention as 
the only pet. This pup is 
athletic, talkative, and SO 
handsome! Smokey has 
been social and sweet with 
staff and LOVES playing and 
spending time outdoors! He would do best in a home with 
older/respectful kids, but he’s great with adults and he’d 
absolutely love to share a man cave with his new adopter!

Silas – 10-year-old male – Domestic Longhair 
Meet Silas! Silas loves being an office cat, and he would 

make a great work from 
home buddy! This handsome 
and affectionate floof enjoys 
companionship and lots of 
cuddles. Though he is FeLV 
positive, he has gotten along 
with other FeLV positive 
cats, if you have any that 
he could befriend! He is a 
curious kitty, who is interested 
in what is happening 

around him. He would love to enjoy some 
window watching and snuggles with you! 

Smokey and Silas are available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 
adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of  West Michigan’sHumane Society of  West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK

Crafters Wanted: Craft & Mom 
to Mom Sale at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Sand Lake 
Mich. 49343-5110. Saturday, 
June 5, 2021 from 9 am – 2 pm. 
Call 616-636-5342 or 616-890-
1022. #16,17p

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE 

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

is looking for 
EXPERIENCED FINISHERS

and FORM SETTERS. 
Competitive wages, based on 

experience and skill level.
PLEASE CALL 

616.636.5453

In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there 
being due and unpaid 
charges for which the 
undersigned is entitled 
to satisfy, an owner’s lien 
of the goods hereinafter 
described and stored 
at CEDARFIELD SELF 
STORAGE located at 
3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and 
the time specified in such 
notice for payment having 
expired, the goods will be 
sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder or 
otherwise disposed of on 
Friday, April 30, 2021 at   
12 pm.  Cash only.  We 
reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids.

Julie Okrangley  –  A 107
(10’x10’), household goods

Aubree Jack  –  H 824
(5’x10’), household goods

Auction SAleAuction SAle

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

HOMES 
AVAILABLE 

FOR VIEWING 
weekdays from 

1:00 to 6:00

FOR SALEFOR SALE

Couch & Love Seat (doesn’t 
match). $225 or best offer for 
the pair. Call 616-788-9529. 
#17p

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 09/30/21.

Estate Sale: May 7 & 8 from 
8 am – 6 pm. Everything must 
go! Home furnishings, fishing, 
hunting, canoe & 2 trailers, yard 
equipment & much more. Cash 
and Carry only. 13850 Kraus 
Kopf Rd., Sparta, Michigan. 
#17,18p

Cedar Springs Department 
of Public Works is hiring two 
(2) SEASONAL employees. 
Qualified individuals should 
be able to perform various 
physical activities including 
landscaping, mowing, trimming 
and building maintenance, 
some street maintenance 
and other municipal services 
as needed or directed. This 
is a great opportunity for an 
enthusiastic and energetic 
individual who works well with 
others and enjoys working 
outdoors. A full job description 
is available at the City of Cedar 
Springs website under “News”. 
These are SEASONAL PART 
TIME positions.  Pay starts at 
$9-13 per hour depending on 
qualifications and 28 hours per 
week. Please send a completed 
City Employment Application, 
cover letter, resume, and 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsprings.
org  Applications to be reviewed 
initially on May 7, 2021, 
applications accepted until 
position filled. #16,17b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Advertise 
HERE!

small ads 
make ¢ents

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
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.TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
COURTLAND TWP PLANNING 

COMMISSION NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Courtland Township Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, May 18, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Courtland Township Hall, 
7450 – 14 Mile Road, Rockford, Michigan, 49341.  
The consideration is for a proposed Zoning Map 
amendment regarding:

Application for rezoning from R-R, Rural 
Residential to R-l, Single Family Residential 
For part of Parcel ID # 41-07-34-104-010, 
.08 acres, 
@ 7208 11 Mile Rd., Property Owner:  
Hoogerland/Applicant:  Johnson

All interested persons may attend the public 
hearing live or via ZOOM (see below) and comment 
on the requested rezoning.  Written comments 
concerning the request may be submitted to the 
Township office at the above-stated address up 
to the time of the public hearing.  A copy of the 
proposed rezoning & location is on file at the 
Township office, at the address given above, and 
may be examined by interested persons during 
regular Township office hours and/or call 616-
866-0622 ext. 3 for further information, to make a 
comment, or if you have a disability that prevents 
from participating.   

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting.  
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the meeting 
for any changes and instructions.  

Dated:  April 29, 2021 Courtland Township 
Planning Commission

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, April 13, 2021
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, Austin, DeJong and 
George. 

Board action:  Approved H20asis irrigation 
contract; Accepted Natural Landscape proposal; 
Quality Air proposal for the library condenser fan; 
Amend budget center 850-970.

Discussed:  Security cameras, township and 
village building agreement; re-naming and rental 
agreements with the VFW hall; direct deposit.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: April 29, 2021  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
SOLON TOWNSHIP 

SPRING CLEANUP 2021
Annual Spring Cleanup for Solon Township

 residents only has been scheduled for
Saturday, May 8th, 2021

10:00 am to 2:00 pm 
15185 Algoma Avenue

One 5 x 8 trailer with 48” sides or one pick-up 
box is allowed per household.  All items must 
be in bags or boxes not to exceed 45 lbs.  

Acceptable items include:  a limit of 4 car or 
passenger truck tires per household, which 

 must be cut into 4 pieces.
$20.00 charge for each: mattress, box 

springs, and other large objects determined 
at drop off.

$20.00 charge for each: overstuffed chairs/
couches.

$10.00 charge for electronic equipment
Unacceptable items include:  hazardous waste 

such as oil, paint, anti-freeze, cleaning sup-
plies or other liquid determined to be haz-
ardous, yard waste, concrete, stones, roof-
ing scrap, metal barrels (unless both ends 
are cut out), fiberglass boats, large plastic 
objects, railroad ties, lumber, urine or blood-
soaked carpet or furniture, wet carpet, wet 
mattresses, overstuffed cushions or furni-
ture, dead animals.  NO SHOVEL OFFS.

Solon Township reserves the right to inspect and 
accept or refuse all loads.  Please call the town-
ship office at 616-696-1718 with any questions.

Dated: April 29, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS 

Spring Brush Pick Up
is scheduled for 

Monday, May 3rd, 2021
Please have brush out at 6:00 a.m. and neatly 
stacked as close to the curb as possible with all 
branches in one direction.  Brush half inch to six 

inches in diameter will be picked up. Brush cannot 
exceed 12 feet in length.

Trees and brush larger than six inches, vines, 
rubbish, leaves or other yard waste will NOT 

be picked up.

Dated: April 22, 2021 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616-696-1330

State MDEQ/EGLE. 
In August of 2020, the State of Michigan changed the 

permitted PFOA levels down to 8 parts per trillion, causing 
some of the City’s current and former wastewater treatment 
locations to potentially be in violation of the newly lowered 
limitations. Subsequent testing at some of those locations 
found their PFOA numbers to be reduced, including some 
reduced below the lowered State of Michigan limitations. 

The Lagoon site is the former location of the clean-water 
discharge from the City’s wastewater system. The Lagoon 
site was constructed in 1965 and was used to help clean and 
infiltrate wastewater before being released back into nature 
as clean water. The Lagoon system was removed from ser-
vice in 1999 after all wastewater treatment was taken over 
by the City’s wastewater treatment plant. Womack said that 
the construction and operation of the Lagoon site, the mon-
itoring and testing of the Lagoon site during operations, the 
closure of the Lagoon site and the monitoring and testing 
of the Lagoon site after closure has all been done in accor-
dance with MDEQ/EGLE rules.

The “discharge site” is the current location that water 
from the City’s wastewater treatment plant is released 
back into nature after that water is cleaned, it is located 
approximately 1 mile south of the City. Womack said that 
the construction and opening of the wastewater treatment 
plant, the operations and testing of the wastewater treat-
ment plant and the operations and testing of the wastewater 
plant’s discharge location have all been done in accordance 
with MDEQ/EGLE rules.

So why would PFAS chemicals be detected at these sites? 
“Both the Lagoon site and the discharge site have been 
used by dozens of businesses and hundreds of residential 
homes since 1965,” explained Womack. “Since these loca-
tions are the end location for the City’s wastewater/sewer 
system, the presence of any PFAS chemicals at these sites 
are potentially the result of one or more of the City’s sewer 
system’s users depositing PFAS chemicals into the sewer 
system at some point since 1965. It is also possible that 
PFAS chemicals were present at either or both of these lo-
cations prior to 1965 or that the PFAS chemicals have been 
transported to these sites from unknown off-site locations. 
Since testing is ongoing and the potential timeframe for 
contamination is so long, nobody is currently aware of the 
origination of the PFAS chemicals at these two locations.”

PFAS is widely found in things we use every day—per-
sonal care items, food wrappers, non-stick cookware, even 
in our blood. It can also be found in the biosolids that farm-
ers use on their fields.

As the City of Cedar Springs and EGLE work to deter-
mine the nature, cause and potential extent of PFAS chem-
icals in and around these two locations, Womack said it is 
important to recognize that City water users are not in dan-
ger of any type of PFAS exposure from their water supply 
at this time. 

“There might be groundwater well users in or around the 
southwest part of the City that have the potential of being 
exposed to PFAS chemicals from their groundwater sup-
ply. The most recent testing available indicates that the dis-
charge site location in Algoma Township is below current 
PFAS limitations. Property owners in both of those loca-
tions are encouraged to test their own ground water supply 
for PFAS chemicals on their own or if they receive a letter 
from the City of Cedar Springs, to participate in the City’s 
water testing program,” explained Womack.

He also explained that city residents may be responsible 
for current, future or ongoing cleanup and/or monitoring 
activities related to contamination found at those locations, 
because it is city property, even if they didn’t cause it. 

“Those potential cleanups and/or monitoring activities 
which EGLE may mandate, have the potential to be pro-
hibitively expensive and might also require significant new 
ongoing costs indefinitely into the future,” said Womack. 
“There is no funding that the City is aware of to help pay 
for these mandates from EGLE or the State of Michigan. 
The lack of funding for these new EGLE and State of 
Michigan mandates means that the full cost of any cleanup 
or monitoring is likely to fall onto the shoulders of City 
of Cedar Springs citizens and property owners through in-
creased utility rates or taxes.”

Womack noted that the City of Cedar Springs is con-
cerned with the health and well-being of all citizens, both 
inside and outside of the City of Cedar Springs, and will 
continually work to protect the health and well-being of 
all citizens.

Dated: April 29, 2021



for overspending, which was a Village budget violation.
Doerr also noted that there were some things they were 

investigating, including why $6,000 of CARES Act funds 
were returned to the State after being paid to the fire depart-
ment in the fall of 2020; documentation for a payment from 
Kent County of $4,094 from the CARES Act in October 
2020; and whether the water tower lease was sold. The Vil-
lage recorded $359,697 in the general fund other revenue 
account from Title Vest Agency, LLC, on July 30, 2020, 
but haven’t yet found documentation for the transaction. 
She also said they have found indications that the contract 
for maintenance and painting of the water tower may have 
been canceled. “Maintenance of the water tower is import-
ant for the Village’s compliance with State statutes and for 
providing safe drinking water to public water customers,” 
said Doerr. She said they are working to find documenta-
tion regarding that contract.

They are also looking into some accounting services that 
were performed from April 1, 2020 through December 31, 
2020, for which the village paid $17,600. It was not for the 
audit.

The reason for legal fees tied to Paradise Cove is anoth-
er thing they are looking at. Records show over $92,600 
was spent on that of that $151,263 in legal fees spent in 18 
months.

In a step forward that should take some burden off the 
Village Council, they voted to have a joint Planning Com-
mission and Zoning Board of Appeals with Nelson Town-
ship (which Nelson must still approve). The Village of Sand 
Lake will now have members on both boards. Any busi-
nesses that want to come into Sand Lake will still have to 
abide by Sand Lake ordinances (not Nelson Township).
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SPORTSSPORTS
Red Hawk baseball splits with 
TK, falls to Traverse City West

Cedar Springs 
Morgan French, 
runner up at Fruit-
port Invitational

Last week the Cedar Springs 
varsity baseball team had to 
deal with a combination of 
Covid quarantines and colder 
temperatures, with wind chills 
that were below freezing.  That 
being said, there were some 
changes in the schedule. The 
Red Hawks played a confer-
ence double-header at Thor-
napple Kellogg on Thursday 
and another double against 
Traverse City West on Friday 
at home.  

Aiden Brunin took the 
mound in the opening game 
of the TK series.  He cruised 
through the first inning strik-
ing out 2 and allowing one 
earned run but had to come out 
of the game with some elbow 
discomfort. This left the re-
mainder of the game to senior 
Trenton Snoeyink, who did a 
great job striking out a dozen 
Trojans, walking only 3. At the 
plate, the Red Hawks managed 
4 walks and only 2 hits, a dou-
ble by Snoeyink and a single 
by freshman Walker Glyshaw. 
Both hits were timely, as they 
each knocked in a run, but a 
devastating error in the bottom 
of the 7th inning caused the 
Red Hawks the game as they 
dropped their 5th in a row, this 
time losing 3-2.

In the second game of the 
double header the Red Hawks 
got a brilliant pitching per-
formance from senior Dylan 
Knauf as he earned the victory, 
striking out 10 in what would 
be a one-hit, complete game 
shutout. In a game that ended 
5-0, Cedar scattered 7 total hits, 
but really came alive in the 4th 
inning, scoring all 5 runs with 
two outs. Snoeyink was again 
the leader at the plate with a 
pair of hits. Seniors  Alec Mc-
Donald, Dylan Greenland and 
Willy Zain each had a hit, 
Greenland’s being a 2 RBI dou-
ble.  Juniors Aiden Brunin and 
Jake Rocafort each added a hit 
as well.  

On Friday the Red Hawks 
played host to the Titans of 
Traverse City West in a dou-
ble header. West marched out a 
southpaw junior, Wyatt Danilo-
wicz, who recently committed 
to #3 ranked Louisville. He was 
dominant on the mound, strik-
ing out 16 Red Hawk batters, 
walking one and hitting one 
as he put his 90 mph fastball on display. The Red Hawks 
were able to bring up a pair of JV pitchers to get some 
valuable varsity experience. Sophomore Clay Oosting took 
the mound and was able to battle the Titans for 5 complete 
innings, striking out 4 and walking 2, while allowing one 
run. Sophomore Braydon Gregory came on to finish out the 
final 2 innings of the game, striking out one and allowing a 
pair of runs. The Titans defeated the Red Hawks in the first 
half of the double header 3-0.

In the nightcap, Cedar Springs again started a sophomore. 
This time Haydon Koepke took the hill. He walked a pair 
of Titan hitters and allowed 7 runs in his 2 innings of work, 
only 2 of which were earned. A pair of early defensive er-
rors extended innings for Traverse City, forcing a pitching 
change. Freshman switch pitcher Walker Glyshaw came on 
and finished out the game on the mound, striking out 10 
and walking 3 in five innings of work. Again, a few errors 
allowed in 5 more runs and, again, only 2 were earned. 

Switch pitcher Walker Glyshaw can throw both right-handed and left-handed. Courtesy photos.

At the plate the Red Hawks scattered 8 hits throughout the 
game. Senior Willy Zain had a single and a double. Dylan 
Greenland also added a double. Caleb Menefee and Dylan 
Knauf each added two singles, while Alec McDonald add-
ed one. With a final score of 12-5, the Red Hawks finished 
their third week of play with a 3-7 record.  

Coach Glyshaw said, “If we can get to the point where we 
can play crisp, error free baseball, we could be really good.  
It’s frustrating when I look at our record and realized our 
win-loss record could be reversed.”

This week the varsity baseball team will play a trio of 
games against conference opponent, Wayland, while host-
ing Central Montcalm for a single game. The results of 
these games will be in next week’s paper.

Next week’s schedule:
5/3 Home Double vs Sparta
5/4 Double @ Catholic Central
5/6 Home Single vs Catholic Central

Junior Morgan French at #4 singles.

Cedar Springs tennis play-
er junior Morgan French 
defeated both Fruitport and 
Ludington at 4 Singles at 
the Fruitport Invitational 
last Saturday, April 24.  

Morgan lost in a tough 
match with Whitehall to 
secure first place for 4 Sin-
gles.  

Overall, Cedar faced 

tough competition at the 
tournament, but played 
some great tennis.  The 
tournament places were:

1st Place   Whitehall
2nd Place Fruitport
3rd Place Ludington
4th Place Cedar Springs
Their next home match 

will be May 5 when they 
face Kenowa Hills.

ReportsReports
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 

Taxpayers should consider filing an 
amended return for unemployment 
benefit tax relief

Taxpayers shouldn’t believe these 
myths about federal tax refunds

NatureNature
...continued from page 11...continued from page 11

Some e-filer providers will not charge 
a fee for amended returns

vided by the IRS.
There is no need for tax-

payers to file an amended 
federal return unless the 
calculations make the tax-
payer newly eligible for 
additional federal credits 
and deductions not already 
included on the original tax 
return.

Taxpayers who e-filed 
their original return should 
e-file their amended return. 
Software products have 
been programmed to ac-
commodate this change.

Some software providers 
will not charge a fee if the 
original return was e-filed 
through their service.

Individuals who desire to 
file a paper return should do 
so carefully to avoid mis-
takes. This includes check-
ing the “Amended Return” 
box on Form MI-1040 and 
outlining the reason for 
the amended return on the 
Schedule AMD.

Details about properly 
filing an amended paper re-
turn can be found on www.
Michigan.gov/IIT.

Further guidance can be 
found in a Notice: Update 
to April 1, 2021 Notice Re-
garding the Treatment of 
Unemployment Compensa-
tion for Tax Year 2020 pro-
vided by the state Treasury 
Department.

Questions?
Taxpayers with questions 

about their state income 
taxes are encouraged to use 
Treasury eServices. The 
online platform enables tax-
payers to ask state income 
tax-related questions when 
convenient and avoids the 
extended wait times for 
calls this time of year.

To get started with Trea-
sury eServices, go to www.
michigan.gov/incometax 
and click on “eServices In-
dividual Income Tax.”

Now that many taxpayers have filed their federal tax re-
turns, they’re eager for details about their refund. When it 
comes to refunds, there are several common myths that can 
mislead taxpayers.
Myth #1: Getting a refund this year 
means there’s no need to adjust with-
holding for 2021.

To help avoid a surprise next year, taxpayers should make 
changes now to prepare for next year. One way to do this 
is to adjust their tax withholding with their employer. This 
is easy to do using the Tax Withholding Estimator. This 
tool can help taxpayers determine if their employer is with-
holding the right amount. This is especially important for 
anyone who got an unexpected result from filing their tax 
return this year. Also, taxpayers who experience a life event 
like marriage, divorce, birth of a child, an adoption or are 
no longer able to claim a person as a dependent are encour-
aged to check their withholding.
Myth #2: Calling the IRS or a tax pro-
fessional will provide a better refund 
date.

Many people think talking to the IRS or their tax profes-
sional is the best way to find out when they will get their re-
fund. The best way to check the status of a refund is online 
through the Where’s My Refund? tool or the IRS2Go app.

Taxpayers can call the automated refund hotline at 800-
829-1954. This hotline has the same information as Where’s 
My Refund? and IRS telephone assistors. There is no need 
to call the IRS unless Where’s My Refund? says to do so.
Myth #3: Ordering a tax transcript is a 
secret way to get a refund date.

Doing so will not help taxpayers find out when they will 
get their refund. Where’s My Refund? tells the taxpayer 
their tax return has been received and if the IRS has ap-
proved or sent the refund.
Myth #4: Where’s My Refund? must be 
wrong because there’s no deposit date yet.

Updates to Where’s My Refund? on both IRS.gov and the 

IRS2Go mobile app are made once a day. These updates 
usually occur overnight. Even though the IRS issues most 
refunds in less than 21 days, it’s possible a refund may take 
longer. If the IRS needs more information to process a tax 
return, the agency will contact the taxpayer by mail. Tax-
payers should also consider the time it takes for the banks 
to post the refund to the taxpayer’s account. People waiting 
for a refund in the mail should plan for the time it takes a 
check to arrive.
Myth #5: Where’s My Refund? must be 
wrong because a refund amount is less 
than expected.

There are several factors that could cause a tax refund 
to be larger or smaller than expected. Situations that could 
decrease a refund include:

The taxpayer made math errors or mistakes
The taxpayer owes federal taxes for a prior year
The taxpayer owes state taxes, child support, student 

loans or other delinquent federal non-tax obligations
The IRS holds a portion of the refund while it reviews an 

item claimed on the return
The IRS will mail the taxpayer a letter of explanation if 

these adjustments are made. Some taxpayers may also re-
ceive a letter from the Department of Treasury’s Bureau of 
the Fiscal Service if their refund was reduced to offset cer-
tain financial obligations.

LANSING, Mich. Tax-
payers who filed their indi-
vidual income tax returns 
and collected unemploy-
ment benefits in 2020 
should consider filing an 
amended return if they hav-
en’t yet received their enti-
tled tax relief, according to 
the Michigan Department 
of Treasury.

The federal American 
Rescue Plan Act excludes 
unemployment benefits up 
to $10,200 from income for 
tax year 2020 for those with-
in certain income brackets, 
providing tax relief on both 
federal and state income 
taxes. Taxpayers who may 
have anticipated owing tax-
es may now be entitled to a 
refund or a lesser payment.

“We have been waiting 
for the Internal Revenue 
Service to provide us guid-
ance so we can determine 
the best way to provide 
taxpayers tax relief without 
requiring additional paper-
work,” State Treasurer Ra-
chael Eubanks said. “How-
ever, we still do not have 
clear guidance from the 
IRS. We don’t want to wait 
any longer to get refunds in 
taxpayers’ hands during this 
extraordinary time. That’s 
why we’re encouraging in-
dividuals to file an amended 
return.”

On April 1, the state Trea-
sury Department previously 
asked taxpayers to wait to 
file an amended return until 
further guidance was pro-

TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/business/tax-time/

provide the plants with an expansion opportunity. It was 
colonizing additional ground and expanding but people 
move the protective border annually and in recent years the 
plant is losing living space. 

At Hoffmaster State Park, a spring trillium festival was 
held annually but overpopulation of deer caused great de-
cline in trillium survival by over browsing. Now a wild-
flower festival is hosted with fewer flowering spring 
ephemerals. 

At Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary we retain massive pop-
ulations of both large-flowered trilliums and nodding tril-
liums. The large-flowered trilliums are obvious in large 
patches in the “Big Woods” during early May. Nodding tril-
liums are even more abundant but their flowers are smaller 
and concealed under the plant’s leaves in floodplain habitat. 
One needs to look for them carefully. Edith Jarvey said she 
never saw so many of these plants anywhere else. 

In your living space, you can encourage native wildflow-
ers. It can be challenging. Many plant nurseries do not sell 
native wild stock. Digging plants on state and federal lands 
is not permitted because populations are already stressed. 
Look for native plant nurseries on-line. Google “Wild Ones 
– River City chapter and consider joining. They offer sup-
port and provide plants to grow. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

lawyer and being stuck in jail without bail for at least six 
months, or cooperating with their investigation by signing 
a federal bond agreement with the Department of Justice.

Convinced that the scam was legitimate, the woman fol-
lowed their instructions, told no one—including her hus-
band—and made a wire transfer for her so-called bond. She 
was then provided with an application to allegedly reinstate 
her license. Once her husband discovered the wire transfer, 
the police were called and confirmed the scam. The couple 
was unable to recoup any of their financial losses.

“This kind of scheme shows the depth and breadth bad 
actors will go to while robbing well-intentioned people 
who are fearful of the results should they not comply,” said 
Nessel. “Do NOT fall for anyone who calls and threatens 
you unless you provide them with some form of cash—in 
this case, a hefty wire transfer. Be alert, be skeptical, and 
hang up, no matter how often they reach out to you. And 
by all means, immediately stop any payments and alert lo-
cal law enforcement to report them. You may also wish to 
report this conduct to our office as it helps us understand 
what scams are circulating so that we can warn the public 
about them.”

“No one from our office in LARA will ever reach out 
to you and threaten to suspend your license,” said Hawks. 
“Our investigators have teamed up with Michigan State Po-
lice to put a stop to as many scams as possible but we need 
our licensees to be alert to the possibility that the next text, 
email, or phone call they get about their license may be 
someone trying to scam them.”

Last fall, several State of Michigan licensees encoun-
tered spam emails or spam websites impersonating LARA. 
Hawks emphasized the following while urging licensees to 
take caution:

Licensees should be cautious of unsolicited requests for 
any of their personal information. LARA will not contact 
you directly asking for personal information.

Be suspicious of any unexpected emails or links to web-
sites. If your personal information is compromised, it may 
be used in other fraud schemes.

Do not respond to or open hyperlinks in emails or text 
messages about validating your personal data.

If there are any hyperlinks, check the url before clicking. 
LARA websites will have michigan.gov in the url.

If you suspect fraud, report it immediately to your licens-
ing bureau.

“Don’t be fooled by a scam, no matter how real it seems,” 
said Nessel. “Do your homework and report anything that 
is even remotely suspicious to the proper authorities. It is 
much easier to protect yourself from a scam than to recover 
from one.”

ScamScam
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
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Green 
Peppers

 We reserve the right to limit quantities.  Ad valid only at stores listed.  Not responsible for typographical errors.

Cedar Springs, MI
14301 White Creek Ave NE 

(616) 696-5212

Sale prices good, Friday, April 30 through Thursday, May 6, 2021

Hours: 
Sun-Sat 9am-8pm 

We accept 
Apple Pay and Google Pay
and gladly accept EBT, WIC, 
MasterCard, Visa & Discover

FFrreesshh  PPrroodduuccee
FAMILY PACK 
Pork 
Steaks 

2.892.89/lb/lb

FFrreesshh
SSpprriinngg  ddeeaallss..

FAMILY PACK 
Fresh Ground 
80/20

Roma 
Tomatoes

Fresh 
Head 
Lettuce

Coburn Farms 
Eggs 18ct 1.991.99eaea

BBrreeaakkffaasstt  FFaavvoorriitteess 79¢79¢/lb/lb

2/$12/$1

1.291.29eaea

1.791.79/lb/lb

Cabbage

Fresh 
Sweet Corn

49¢49¢/lb/lb

7.997.99eaea

Swaggerty’s Farm 
Sausage Patties 
45oz

Dairy Fresh 
Orange 
Juice 
1 Gallon

3.493.49eaea

Hungry Jack 
Pancake Mix 
or Syrup 
27.6-32oz

2.292.29eaea

Timely Fare Bacon 
2lb 

5.995.99eaea

Chef Boyardee 
Pizza Maker Kit 
31.85oz

Jolly Rancher, Skittles, Sour 
Patch Kids or Italian Ice 
Freezer Bars 
30oz

Fruit of the Loom 
Sweatshirts 
Assorted Sizes 
and Colors Folding Chairs 

Assorted Colors4.994.99eaea 9.999.99eaea

3.993.99eaea

Best Choice 
Charcoal 
15.7lb Bag 

6.996.99

GGeett  mmoorree..  SSppeenndd  lleessss..

TThhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  HHoott  BBuuyyss..

1.991.99eaea

2.292.29eaea

Best Choice 
Russet Potatoes 
5lb Bag


