
Blood donations desperately needed
Less than a day’s supply of blood on Michigan shelves; blood types 
O-negative, O-positive most needed 
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Vaccination clinics 
at Cedar Springs 
Baptist Church 
Thursday, April 22 and Tuesday, April 27

Road chase leads to arrestsSecurity threat at 
high school

This ATV and side by side were two of the items 
recovered when the suspects were arrested. 

Photo courtesy of Dean Longcore.

Cedar Springs High School was on lockdown again this week. Post photo from March 
2021.

This black truck led police on a chase through several counties Monday. Photo courtesy of Dean Longcore.

A road chase Monday that spanned four 
counties and involved multiple law enforce-
ment agencies resulted in the arrests of two 
suspects wanted in a spree of thefts and 
breaking and enterings.

The Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office has 
recently taken several breaking and entering 
complaints as well as stolen ATV’s, vehicles, 
and a camper.  On April 19, 2021 during a 
breaking and entering in the area of Baseline 

and Thornapple in Wilcox Town-
ship, two suspects fled from the 
scene.  

The suspect vehicle, a black truck 
hauling a 6 foot trailer with an ATV 
and a side by side on it that were 
stolen, was located by a Mecos-
ta County Sheriff’s Office deputy. 
Upon attempting a traffic stop of 

the vehicle on Mecosta County’s 
7 Mile Rd near Elder, the suspect 
fled the Michigan State Trooper 
and Mecosta County Deputy. The 
pursuit continued down Northland 
Drive through Mecosta, Montcalm 
and into Kent County.  

The driver, a 36-year-old male 
from Evart and his passenger, a 

40-year-old female from Evart, 
were both apprehended a short time 
later after they had abandoned the 
vehicle in the Sand Lake area and 
had fled on foot into a wooded area.

Dean Longcore, of Pierson Town-
ship, said the trailer dropped some 
stuff in his yard, including the ATV 

By Judy Reed

For the second time in a little 
over a month, Cedar Springs High 
School was forced to go into lock-
down due to a threat.

On Monday, April 19, the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office said that 
they were on the scene of a bomb 
threat that was received at Ce-
dar Springs High School prior to 
school starting.

According to Superintendent 
Scott Smith, the staff took imme-
diate action to ensure all students 
and staff who were in the building 
were quickly moved to secure lo-
cations.

The Kent County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the Canine Team swept 

the building and safely cleared the
space by 9:00 a.m. K-8 classes 

continued to carry on as sched-
uled. High School classes re-
sumed on a two-hour delay sched-
ule, at 9:30 a.m.

The previous threat occurred on 
March 11. Nothing was found and 
the school cleared. The Sheriff’s 
Office had no update on that inci-
dent.

Anyone with information re-
garding either of these incidents or 
any potentially threatening situa-
tion at the school is encouraged to 
contact the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office at 616-632-6100, school 
administrators, or Silent Observer 
at 616-774-2345. Always call 911 
in an emergency.

Versiti Blood 
Center of Mich-
igan is issuing 
an emergen-
cy appeal for 
blood donations 
as communities 
throughout the 
state face a po-
tential crisis with 
blood supplies 
dropping to criti-
cally low levels.

“Versiti Blood Center of Michi-
gan is urgently seeking help from 
the public. We need to do all we 
can to ensure that Michigan hos-
pitals have the blood they need for 
their patients,” said Dr. Dan Wax-
man, vice president of transfusion 
medicine and senior medical di-
rector at Versiti. “As more people 
are getting vaccinated and getting 
out of their homes, attention has 
shifted away from blood donation. 
On top of that, drives at schools 
and businesses, which are typical-
ly Versiti’s largest source of blood 
donations this time of year, have 
been cancelled. All of this is creat-
ing a crisis situation—a shortage 
of much-needed blood.”

In Michigan, the state’s blood 

can help save up 
to three lives.

O - n e g a t i v e 
and O-positive 
blood donors 
are most needed 
now. O-nega-
tive and O-posi-
tive blood is the 
universal blood 
type, meaning 
donations can 
be transfused 

to all patients, including trauma 
victims, cancer patients and those 
undergoing surgery.

Michiganders are needed to ex-
tend the generous gift to neighbors 
who need help and donate blood 
at a local blood drive or donation 
center. City Impact is having one 
on April 23 from 1-6 p.m. You 
can see a complete list of those in 
our area and schedule it online by 
going to https://donate.michigan.
versiti.org/donor/schedules/zip.

Or you can visit a Versiti Blood 
Center of Michigan donor center 
nearest you:

GRAND RAPIDS: 1036 Fuller 
NE

GRANDVILLE: 3140 Wilson 

supply has dropped to a critically 
low level, with less than a day’s 
supply of life-saving blood on 
shelves to supply Versiti’s more 
than 80 hospital partners through-
out the state. Ideally, Versiti 
strives for a three-day supply of 
blood available to its partner hos-
pitals.

In the first quarter alone, com-
pared to a typical year, Versiti 
Blood Centers is down more than 
40 percent in donations—or near-
ly 20,000 units of blood—from 
schools and businesses.

Blood donors are needed now 
to help ensure life-saving blood 
is available for Michiganders who 
need it. One donation of blood, 
which takes less than one hour, 
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The Kent County Health De-
partment (KCHD) is partnering 
with local communities to provide 
free COVID-19 vaccinations. On 
Thursday, April 22, and Tuesday, 
April 27, the KCHD is hosting 
vaccination clinics at the Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church.

This clinic, located at 233 
S Main St. Cedar Springs, MI 
49319, will run from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. both days, and the Pfizer vac-
cine will be administered. Regis-
tration is required, those interested 
in attending this clinic can register 

online at  https://vaccinatewestmi.
com/vaccine-pre-screening-regis-
tration/ or call 2-1-1.

Currently, the Pfizer vaccine 
is the only one approved for the 
16-17-year-old age group as well 
as 18+ adults. For 16 and 17-year-
old clients it is required to have 
either:

1. presence of parent/guardian 
or

2. permission note from parent/
guardian and driver who is at least 
18 years of age.



By Judy Reed

Beer and music lovers 
alike were happy to have the 
chance to get out and cele-
brate spring at Cedar Springs 
Brewing Company’s annual 
“Starkbierfest” last Saturday.

In the past, the event was 
held inside a large tent. It was 
canceled last year, but the 
event was modified this year 
to be an outdoor event to en-
able people to celebrate while 
staying within the state-man-
dated gathering guidelines.

“We were really pleased 
with the weather that allowed 
us to do a fun, outdoor event 
safely,” said David Ringler, 
Director of Happiness at CS 
Brewing. “People were so-

cial distancing and following 
protocols, which really al-
lows us to continue these type 
of events. The beer releases 
and Sausage Party were a hit 
and It was wonderful to see 
and hear larger bands again, 
in addition to our weekly live 
music on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays and Sun-
days at the brewery.”

Ringler said they never had 
more than 150-200 people at 
any one time, spread out over 
12,000 feet.

The bands that played 
were Rudi Tegethoff - En-
ergetic German polka; Tony 
Halchak & The Still Wonder 
- Craft Brewed Americana; 
and Hazy Past - Vintage 
Rock.

Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered U.S. and 
Michigan flags within the State Capitol Complex to 
be lowered to half-staff last Friday, April 16 to honor 
the life and service of former State Sen. Mark Jansen 
(R). The flag honors coincided with his celebration 
of life.

Sen. Jansen served as the Michigan senator in 
this area—the 28th district—from 2007 to the end of 
2014. He was elected to that position in 2006 and re-
elected in 2010. He did not run again in 2014.

Prior to that, Jansen served in the Michigan House 
of Representatives as the rep for the 72nd district from 
1996 to 2002. He served as the Clerk for Gaines 
Township from 1992 to 1996. He also served as the 
director of the child care licensing division for the 
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs.

Jansen became ill 
with brain cancer 
in 2020, and died 
March 23, 2021, at 
the age of 61.

“Our state 
mourns the loss of 
former state Sena-
tor Mark Jansen,” 
Governor Whit-
mer said. “He was 
someone who was deeply respected across the aisle. 
He will be remembered for his many years of dedi-
cated service to the people of Michigan in the legis-
lature and in the Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs. My deepest condolences go 
out to his family during this difficult time.”
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
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  Restaurant  Restaurant

Tomorrow is
 “German Beer Day,” 
the 505th anniversary 
of the German Beer 
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MDOT roadside parks 
reopening April 30

All roadside parks operated by the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) will reopen for the season Fri-
day, April 30.     

MDOT maintains 85 roadside parks around the state. 
Parks in the Upper Peninsula and northern Lower Penin-
sula operate seasonally, usually closing in late October and 
reopening in the spring.

While parks are scheduled to be open April 30, motorists 
should not expect drinking water at all parks to be turned 
on until sometime later in May, after annual testing and 
treatment of the park water systems is completed.          

In Kent County, there is only one—three miles east of 
Ada on M21. In Montcalm County, there are three, and Ne-
waygo County also has three.

A map and complete list of MDOT roadside parks are 
available on the MDOT website. You can download the list 
here: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_
Roadside_Park_List_263314_7.pdf.

Flags lowered to honor former 
senator Mark Jansen

Mark Jansen

Community celebrates 
at Starkbierfest 

Hazy Past played some vintage rock tunes at the Cedar Springs Brewing Company’s “Stark-
bierfest” event last Saturday. Photo by S. Reed.



erings, and making plans to 
get the safe and effective 
COVID-19 vaccine as soon 
as possible.”

MDHHS had been close-
ly monitoring three metrics 
for stabilization or declines 
over the past several weeks.  
Michigan’s metrics have 
been increasing for the past 
few weeks, although the 
rate of increase is declining. 
The presence of more infec-
tious variants, such as the 
B 1.1.7 variant, threatens 
progress in control of the 
epidemic and MDHHS will 
be monitoring data closely. 
In recent days:  

Positivity rate: had in-
creased for eight weeks 
but has seen a recent 5-day 
decline to 17.1%. Howev-
er, this metric remains up 
390% from the mid-Febru-
ary low and remains above 
the December peak of 
14.4%.

Statewide case rate: This 
metric has increased over 
the past eight weeks to 613.9 
cases per million. The rate 
is more than 475% higher 
than the low in mid-Febru-

ary but remains below peak 
of 737.8 cases per million 
on Saturday, Nov 14.

Hospital capacity: The 
percent of inpatient beds 
dedicated to those with 
COVID-19 is now at 
18.8%. This metric peaked 
at 19.6% on Tuesday, Dec. 
4, and is up 373% from the 
February low.

“Nurses are exhausted. 
Many hospitals are close to 
100% capacity. RNs around 
the state are being put in 
the impossible situation of 
having to decide which pa-
tient to attend to. Nurses are 
working up to 18 hours at a 
time, often without breaks,” 
said Jamie Brown, presi-
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MDHHS extends epidemic order, strengthens 
mask requirement for children 
Order expands mask requirement to 
children ages 2-4 as recommended by 
American Academy of Pediatrics

Project Lifesaver
From the Kent County Sheriff’s Office

Do you have a loved one who is prone to wandering due 
to a cognitive condition like autism, Alzheimer’s, or anoth-
er form of dementia? This program could literally save their 
life.

Our agency has partnered with Autism Support of Kent 
County, Inc. (ASK) for our Autism Awareness Patch pro-
gram. Just one of the many critical services that ASK pro-
vides is Project Lifesaver, a search and rescue program 
operated internationally by public safety agencies. It is 
strategically designed for at-risk individuals who are prone 
to the life-threatening behavior of wandering. The primary 
mission of Project Lifesaver is to provide timely response 
to save lives and reduce potential injury for adults and chil-
dren with the propensity to wander due to a cognitive con-
dition.

So, how does Project Lifesaver work? Your loved one 
wears a small transmitter on their wrist or ankle, like the 
one pictured, that emits an individualized frequency signal. 
If your loved one goes missing, law enforcement is notified 
and responds to the area. We then use a receiver, like the 
one our officer is holding in the picture, and the transmit-
ter’s individualized frequency to locate the position of the 
individual.

Project Lifesaver does just that—it saves lives. For ad-
ditional information on Project Lifesaver International 
Headquarters and how to register your loved one, visit 
https://www.autismsupportofkentcounty.org/ or https://
projectlifesaver.org/.

Man charged 
in shooting

A Tennessee man, formerly of Mich-
igan, has been charged in the shooting 
that sent a Grant Township woman to the 
hospital in critical condition last month.

Troopers from the Michigan State Po-
lice Hart Post were dispatched Monday 
morning, March 29, to a residence in the 
3600 block of Fox Dr., near Thornapple 
Avenue, in Grant Township, Newaygo 

County, for a shots fired call. At the time, police said that an un-
identified individual, who was outside, fired several rounds into 
the residence, striking a female who was inside the home. She 
was transported to the hospital by Aero Med in critical condition. 

Troopers said they did not believe it was a random shooting 
and asked for the public’s help to solve it.

Troopers have been investigating the case and have now 
charged a Tennessee man, who is acquainted with the victim, 
with the shooting.

Levi Daniel Hubler, age 26, from Hixson, Tennessee, former-
ly from Belmont, MI, has been extradited from Tennessee and 
arraigned in the 78th District Court in Newaygo County on the 
following charges: Assault with Intent to Murder (2 counts); Fel-
ony Firearm (3 counts); Firearm – Discharge in or at a Building 
Causing Serious Impairment; Felon in Possession of a Firearm; 
and Felon in Possession of Ammunition.

Hubler remains lodged in the Newaygo County Jail pending 
preliminary examination. The victim remains in the hospital in 
stable condition. The case remains under investigation.

Levi Daniel Hubler 

From the MDHHS

On Friday, April 16, the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) extended its 
Gatherings and Mask epi-
demic order. The Order—
which preserves the stron-
gest public health order in 
the Midwest—is designed 
to balance day-to-day activ-
ities while controlling the 
spread of COVID-19 and 
saving Michiganders’ lives. 
It includes expansion of 
mask requirements to chil-
dren ages 2 to 4 to further 
protect the state’s residents.

Although progress has 
been made, it is crucial that 
Michiganders continue to 
mask up and socially dis-
tance as the state takes steps 
to get back to normal. 

Expanding the mask rule 
to children ages 2 to 4 re-
quires a good faith effort to 
ensure that these children 
wear masks while in gather-
ings at childcare facilities or 
camps. It takes effect April 
26, 2021. This addresses 
the increase in cases among 
younger Michiganders and 
follows recommendations 
from the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidance.

“Michigan continues to 
implement smart health pol-
icies and mitigation mea-
sures to fight the spread of 
COVID-19,” said Elizabeth 
Hertel, MDHHS director. 
“This includes the require-
ment to wear a mask while 
in public and at gatherings, 
limits on indoor residential 

social gatherings larger than 
15 people with no more 
than three households, and 
expanded testing require-
ments for youth sports. 
Additionally, the most im-
portant thing people can do 
right now is to get the safe 
and effective COVID-19 
vaccine to protect them-
selves and their families, 
and help us eliminate this 
virus once and for all.”

As of April 16, 29.5% of 
Michigan residents 16 and 
older had been fully vac-
cinated for COVID-19 and 
44% had received at least a 
first dose.

“More than 5.5 million 
doses of the safe and ef-
fective COVID vaccines 
have been administered in 
Michigan, and we are well 
on our way to vaccinating 
at least 70% of Michigan-
ders ages 16 and up,” said 
Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief 
medical executive and chief 
deputy for health at MDH-
HS. “However, I continue 
to be incredibly concerned 
about our state’s COVID-19 
data. We are still very much 
fighting this pandemic and 
seeing concerning trends 
in new cases and hospi-
talizations. Michiganders 
need to be using every tool 
in our toolbox right now to 
get these cases and hospital-
izations down. Just because 
something is open and legal 
does not mean you should 
be doing it. We all must 
continue doing what works 
to slow the spread of the 
disease by wearing masks, 
washing our hands, avoid-
ing crowds and indoor gath-
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Thank YouThank You

He who throws dirt
loses ground.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with 
his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

Ephesians 4:25

ObituaryObituary

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

RONALD LEE CLARK 

Ronald Lee Clark born March 21, 1948 
in Cedar Springs Michigan passed away 
on April 9, 2021 at the age of 73. He was 
preceded in death by his father Floyd Lee 
Clark, mother Helen Marie Clark (Colby), 
and brother Jerry Clark. He is survived by his 
daughter, Tina Marie Clark; grandchildren, 
Preston Lucas, Madison Clark, Jazmon 
Clark-Ehrke and Quinton Clark; sister 
Sandy Johnson; many nieces and nephews. 
He wore many hats throughout his life; He 
was a Vietnam veteran serving in the army 
in the early 70’s and being awarded with a 
National Defense Service medal. After the 
army he went on to be a police officer in 
Nevada for several years after leaving the 
police force, he went on to Truck driving 
and helping his father work construction 
and continued in the construction trade 
until he retired. He enjoyed being outdoors 
camping, fishing and spending time with 
family and friends. He absolutely loved 
to travel which he did yearly taking every 
back road throughout the United States He 
spent his summers in Michigan, winters in 
Apache Junction Arizona and had plans to 
buy land in Missouri where he wanted to 
build a big farm house and have a farm. He 
absolutely adored his grandchildren and 
was excited to be a great-grandpa to his 
great-granddaughter, Williow Marie Clark, 
due to be born in July 2021. He was always 
smiling, cracking jokes and enjoying life’s 
adventures. He was an avid dog lover having 
many different dogs throughout his life 
time. He will be laid to rest at Fort Custer 
in Battle Creek Michigan. His Celebration 
of life will be at the Red Flannel Rod and 
Gun Club 7463 18 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs 
Michigan 49319 on April 23, 2021 at 3:00 
p.m. We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the burial cost.
 

THANK YOU
Thanks to our friends and relatives for 
the cards, food, flowers, masses, phone 
calls and acts of kindness shown to us 
during Bob’s hospital stay and death of our 
grandson, Kyle Snow.

Jean Snow & Family

Pastor Kevin Reed Pastor Kevin Reed 
GraceGrace EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH

4714 13 Mile Rd NE, Rockford  4714 13 Mile Rd NE, Rockford  
  

AS FAR AS IT DEPENDS ON YOUAS FAR AS IT DEPENDS ON YOU
We live in a world where conflict is in-

evitable. This should not surprise us be-
cause there are 7.9 billion other people 
who each, much like us, have opinions 
and preferences. We also live in a day and 
age where many of those people have the 
platform to be able to voice those opinions 
and preferences very easily.  Many people 
would blame these platforms and the access 
we have to them for all the division in our 
world.  I would like to propose to you that 
the reason for all of this division isn’t the 
advancement in technology, but rather an 
age-old problem that has been plaguing the 
Church from the beginning. It’s not the dif-
ferences of opinion that cause division and 
threaten our unity, it’s the way we deal with 
those differences of opinion.  

Most of the time when we come into a 
situation where we are in conflict with a dif-
fering opinion, our focus is usually on try-
ing to help the opposing opinion see things 
our way.  We have become a society that 
is very quick to speak, slow to listen and 
quick to become angry, which is the ex-
act opposite of what we have been called 
to in Scripture (James 1:19,20).  We have 
become a society that loves the argument 
and longs to have our voice heard. The re-
sult has become a lack of peace as battle 
lines have been drawn and the perpetual cy-

cle of division and disagreement has been 
embraced as a way of life.  While conflict 
and differing opinions may not be able to 
be avoided, there is a way to not get sucked 
into this cycle of disagreement, argument, 
division, and attacking that has become the 
norm today.  

The Apostle Paul said it like this, “If it is 
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone”  (Rom. 12:18 NIV). 
The key words in that phrase are “as far as 
it depends on you.” When it comes to this 
cycle of disagreement and disunity that is 
destroying the peace of our society, there is 
only one part of it that you or I control, and 
that is OUR part.  We get to control whether 
or not we seek to live at peace with those 
around us, regardless of what those around 
us are seeking. We don’t have to engage in 
the unhealthiness. We don’t have to enter 
into the argument and the name-calling. We 
don’t have to fight for the right to be heard, 
especially with those who don’t have ears 
to hear. We can choose to seek peace and 
the only part of that which we control is “as 
far as it depends on us.” As followers of Je-
sus, we can be salt and light in this world 
by seeking to be instruments of peace in 
the midst of a society that longs for drama 
and conflict.  So let me end by asking you 
a question. Zs much as it depends on you, 
what are you pursuing?  I hope, if you’re a 
follower of Jesus, that you choose to walk 
in His way, the way of peace.  

 

Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in



Lobo – 5-year-old male – Large Mixed Breed

Meet Lobo! This 
sweet guy enjoys 
socializing with his 
human friends and 
would prefer to be 
the only pet in his 
new home. Lobo is a 
big, loving boy that 
enjoys playing with 
toys, exploring the yards at HSWM, and going on Dog’s 
Day Out adventures! He would do best in a home with 
older/respectful kids or with adults only. 

Bert – 4-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair 

Meet Bert! Soft-
spoken and gentle, 
Bert’s easy-going 
and affectionate 
personality makes 
him a great 
companion. For fun. 
Bert loves to chase 
feathers, toy mice, 
and string. Bert’s 
guilty pleasure is 

binge-watching YouTube videos of birds, and has 
recently taken a liking to fast-paced anime! Bert is 
not really a fan of being picked up but oh, does he 
love the scritches! Noggin to rump, back to belly, 
Bert loves to be pet. This sweet boy is hoping to 
find a family that is as gentle and attentive as he is. 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org
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Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 9:30 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615 Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs POST
Newspaper
6,819 people like this
7,018 people follow this

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKEoof thef theWeekWeek

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

HOMETOWN HAPPENINGS 
are online at 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
hometown-happenings/

theTable returns to The Springs Church
Apr. 22,29: theTable at The Springs church will be 
serving meals again! Thursdays, April 15 at 5:30 pm. 
Our first meals will be every two weeks, then weekly. 
You can find us on the corner of Oak & Grant Streets, 
Cedar Springs. Social distancing and safety procedures 
will be followed for the safety of our guests! Can’t wait 
to see you all again! #13-17b

A visit to the vet

A man took his sick Chihuahua to the veterinarian. 
They are immediately taken back to a room.

Soon, a Labrador walks in, sniffs the Chihuahua for 10 
minutes and leaves. 

Next, a cat comes in, stares at the Chihuahua for 10 
minutes and leaves. 

Finally, the doctor comes in, prescribes some medicine 
and hands the man a bill for $250.

“This must be a mistake,” said the man. “I’ve been 
here only 20 minutes!”

“No mistake,” said the doctor. “It’s $100 for the lab 
test, $100 for the cat scan and $50 for the medicine.”

NOTICE: OUR PROPERTY 
HAS BEEN SOLD!

AMISH Warehouse
HAS MOVED TO MARSHALL.

Bob & Betty Truesdale

AMISH
warehouse

FURNITURE 
& GIFTS

1600 South Kalamazoo Ave.
Marshall, Michigan 49068

NEW PH.: 269.248.6240
THANK YOU for your past and 

future friendship

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of  West Michigan’sHumane Society of  West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

OPEN OPEN 

TO LIMITED 
TO LIMITED 

CAPACITY
CAPACITY

Seating limited to 50 per show. Masks required. Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

APRIL 30 • MAY 1 • MAY 2APRIL 30 • MAY 1 • MAY 2

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 3:00PM & 6:00PM 
SUNDAY: 3:00PM

Tickets Tickets   ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00
THE FIRST 30 TICKETS FOR 

EACH SHOW IS FREE 
Sponsored by EnGedSponsored by EnGedii
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Dos and don’ts for taxpayers who get a 
letter or notice from the IRS

Pay delinquent property taxes online

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 

The IRS mails letters or notices to taxpayers for a variety of 
reasons including if:

•  They have a balance due.
•  They are due a larger or smaller refund.
•  The agency has a question about their tax return.
•  They need to verify identity.
•  The agency needs additional information.
•  The agency changed their tax return.

Here are some do’s and don’ts for taxpayers who receive 
one:

•  Don’t ignore it. Most IRS letters and notices are 
about federal tax returns or tax accounts. The notice 
or letter will explain the reason for the contact and 
gives instructions on what to do.

•  Don’t panic. The IRS and its authorized private col-
lection agencies generally contact taxpayers by mail. 
Most of the time, all the taxpayer needs to do is read 
the letter carefully and take the appropriate action.

•  Do read the notice. If the IRS changed the tax re-
turn, the taxpayer should compare the information 
provided in the notice or letter with the information 
in their original return. In general, there is no need to 
contact the IRS if the taxpayer agrees with the notice.

•  Do respond timely. If the notice or letter requires a 
response by a specific date, taxpayers should reply in 
a timely manner to:

    ° minimize additional interest and penalty charges.

    ° preserve their appeal rights if they don’t agree.
•  Do pay amount due. Taxpayers should pay as much 

as they can, even if they can’t pay the full amount. 
People can pay online or apply for an Online Pay-
ment Agreement or Offer in Compromise. The agen-
cy offers several payment options.

•  Do keep a copy of the notice or letter. It’s important 
to keep a copy of all notices or letters with other tax 
records. Taxpayers may need these documents later.

•  Do remember there is usually no need to call the 
IRS. If a taxpayer must contact the IRS by phone, 
they should use the number in the upper right-hand 
corner of the notice. The taxpayer should have a copy 
of their tax return and letter when calling. Typical-
ly, taxpayers only need to contact the agency if they 
don’t agree with the information, if the IRS request 
additional information, or if the taxpayer has a bal-
ance due. Taxpayers can also write to the agency at 
the address on the notice or letter. If taxpayers write, 
they should allow at least 30 days for a response.

•  Do avoid scams. The IRS will never contact a tax-
payer using social media or text message. The first 
contact from the IRS usually comes in the mail. Tax-
payers who are unsure if they owe money to the IRS 
can view their tax account information on IRS.gov.

Those who have delinquent property taxes in Kent Coun-
ty can now pay them right online.

Kent County Treasurer Peter MacGregor has launched a 
new online platform to provide residents with greater ac-
cess to contactless services. The free mobile app– myKent-
County - will allow individuals to pay their delinquent tax-
es online. 

“Over the past year we have seen how important it is to 
give our residents the option of contactless services,” said 
Kent County Treasurer Peter MacGregor. “This new elec-
tronic service will allow residents to view and pay their 
delinquent taxes from the convenience of their home or 

business.” 
This new online tool was developed in partnership with 

PayIt, an innovative partner in digital government and 
payment solutions. To access this new service, residents 
should: 

•  Visit payments.mykentcounty.com or download the 
free myKentCounty app in the iPhone or Google Play 
(Android) app stores 

•  Create an account with PayIt 
•  Select Kent County Delinquent Property Tax 
•  View and pay your bills 
•  Print or digitally store your receipts. 
“We are excited to launch myKentCounty as it will great-

ly improve our payment system while simultaneously sav-
ing taxpayers time and potential penalties,” said MacGre-
gor. “This is another important step in how my office will 
serve County residents and we will continue to work with 
PayIt to add future services to the platform.” 

Taxpayers can also pay their delinquent taxes by going to 
https://www.accesskent.com/Departments/Treasurer/ and 
selecting the Pay Delinquent Taxes button. Residents with 
questions may contact the Treasurer’s Office at (616) 632-
7500 or kctreasurer@kentcountymi.gov.

POSTPOST    ScriptsScripts
VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability con-
cerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full 
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We 
use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We 
do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters 
we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, 
Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Do not support senate 
voting bills

I want to congratulate all 
Michiganders for the suc-
cessful election we partic-
ipated in on November 3, 
2020. We had 5.5 million 
people vote in this elec-
tion – the most ever in our 

state’s history. In 2018, we 
passed Proposal 3 to make 
it easier to vote because we 
the voters should choose 
our politicians, not politi-
cians choosing their voters. 
The Michigan Senate in-

troduced Senate Bills 272-
311 to make it harder to 
exercise our fundamental 
right to vote. We all know 
that it is not always easy 
for our grandparents and 
even parents to get to the 
polling place on Election 
Day. Making it easy and 
convenient to vote from 
home through the mail by 
absentee ballot is a great 
and safe way to vote and 
we should not support any 
bills that will make that 
process harder. I think that 
even you may have taken 
advantage of this method 
of voting because it really 
makes it a lot easier to mail 
in your ballot instead trying 
to vote after working all 
day. I hope you join me and 
other Voters Not Politicians 
volunteers and contact your 
state legislators to make 
sure they do not support 

these bills that will make it 
harder for all of us to vote 
absentee.

Joan Fifelski, Kent City

dent of the Michigan Nurses Association. “We are begging 
for everyone in the community to do their part. Stay home. 
Wear a mask. Get a vaccine when you are able. We are 
barely able to keep our heads above water. We are in crisis. 
We need our communities’ help.” 

“We know that wearing a mask significantly reduces the 
spread of infection and should be part of the comprehensive 
strategy to reduce COVID-19—including for children age 
2 and up,” said Michigan Chapter of the American Acade-
my of Pediatrics (MIAAP) President Dr. Matthew Hornik. 
“Use of masks does not restrict oxygen in the lungs even in 
children, it is recommended to wear a mask with layers to 
filter droplets effectively.” 

The order extension is through May 24. An infographic 
that highlights order requirements can be found on Michi-
gan’s COVID-19 website.

The latest information is available at Michigan.gov/
Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus. To learn more 
about the COVID-19 vaccine, visit Michigan.gov/COVID-
Vaccine.  

ExtendsExtends
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

SW
ST. JOSEPH: 2710 Cleveland Ave.
KALAMAZOO AREA: 524 E. Milham Ave., Portage
SAGINAW: 1771 Tittabawasee Rd.
BAY CITY: 1017 N. Johnson St.
MIDLAND: 825 E. Main St.
TRAVERSE CITY: 2575 Aero Park Dr.
To help ensure donor safety, everyone entering Versiti fa-

cilities must wear a mask and have their temperature taken. 
All Versiti donation locations are practicing social distanc-
ing and closely adhering to FDA and CDC cleaning and 
disinfecting protocols.

Donating blood takes about an hour with the actual dona-
tion taking 10-15 minutes. Anyone age 17 or older in good 
health who meets eligibility requirements is encouraged to 
give. Parental consent is required for donors age 16 to do-
nate blood. Donors should bring a photo ID that includes 
their birth date.

Appointments are encouraged at any of Versiti’s Michi-
gan donor centers or at any local community blood drive. 
Walk-ins are always welcome. To schedule an appointment 
to donate blood, call 1-866-642-5663 or visit Versiti online 
at versiti.org/Michigan.

BloodBlood
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

ChaseChase
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 
and side by side.

The two suspects were lodged at the Mecosta County Jail, 
awaiting charges for the breaking and entering, fleeing and 
eluding, among a host of other charges from the events Mon-
day and over the past month throughout Mecosta, Osceola and 
Newaygo Counties. 

“The arrests were the result of communication and team-
work from each of the agencies involved,” said a spokesper-
son from the Mecosta County Sheriff’s Office.

Assisting during this investigation were the Newaygo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, Mecosta County Sheriff’s Office, Big Rap-
ids Police Department, Osceola County Sheriff’s Office, Ne-
waygo Police Department, Michigan State Police, Michigan 
DNR, the Kent County Sheriff’s Office, and Meceola Consol-
idated Central Dispatch Authority.
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8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

The Vanderhyde’s Are Horse Tradin’ In Sparta

616-887-1791
www.spartachevy.com

Good Luck
Red Hawks!

VARSITYVARSITY

BOYS GOLFBOYS GOLF

JVJV
Row 1: Tucker Roberts, Reid Brandimore, Luke Marsman, Ryan Meredith, Braden Brewer, Cody Marshall
Row 2: Cole Harms, Ethan Griffee, Connor Diemond, Caleb Roth, Brady Mason, Coach Landon

Row 1: Jordan Victorson, Aricin Thompson, Nick Poisson
Row 2: Coach Schlump, Ethan Plummer, Kenneth Mitchell, John Mitchell

GIRLS SOCCERGIRLS SOCCER

Row 1: Ashleigh Martin, Larissa McGrath, Isabella Cook, Kaitlyn Obrien, Molly Bentley, Emma Noorman
Row 2: Stella Malon, Reagan Viau?, Brielle Tate, Payton Calati, Hailey Muriset
Row 3: Coach Katelyn Hoogerheide, Lylan Slabbekoorn, Bella Majerczak, Natalie Schafer, Coach 
Painter, Ashlyn Wood, Brielle Sarniak, Drea Rios, Coach Damico

Team Members: Kendal Brown, Abigail Buttermore, Emma Cassiday, Brooklyn 
Colclasure, Kaelyn Colclasure, Mia Cooper, Delaney Drumm, Emily Egan, 
Elizabeth, Fettig, Reegan Glyshaw, Kelsi Green, Madison Layne, Lauren 
Lett, Farrah Miller, Rosemary Pigorsh, Margaret Prins, Arianna Rau, Morgan 
Reyers, Olivia Sherman, Avery Sparling, Emily Sprague, Jade Wight.

TEAM PHOTO 
COMING SOON!
CEDAR SPRINGS RED HAWKSCEDAR SPRINGS RED HAWKS

SPRING SPORTSSPRING SPORTS
2020-212020-21

Team Photo
Coming Soon
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Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLC 616.636.5565 or 616.951.7171

1565 Dagget Road  |  Piersonw w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979” 
LICENSED & INSURED

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals for ANY Occasion

GOOD LUCK 
RED HAWKS!

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas

BOYS BASEBALL  BOYS BASEBALL  

VARSITYVARSITY

JVJV

Row 1: Bailey Drake, Dylan Knauf, William Zain, Nathan Mullins, Alex McDonald
Row 2: Caleb Menefee, Trenton Snoeyink, Cayden Steineback, Jeremy Campione, Walker 
Glyshaw, Dylan Greenland
Row 3: Coach Thomas Reed, Isaac Rypma, Jacob Rocafort, Coach Glyshaw, Bryce Marvel, 
Aiden Brunin, Coach Reed
Missing: Logan Petty

Row 1: Haydon Koepke, Zach Reed, Connor Dunleavy, Chase Moore, Bryce Luevano
Row 2: Parker Vaughn, Braydon Gregory, Tanner Bassett, Kyle Patterson, Jaxon Dines, 
Ryan Vos
Row 3: Coach Gregory, Nick Walukonis, Tristan Terpstra, Connor Kutchuk, Adler May, 
Hunter Hendges

FRESHMANFRESHMAN
Row 1: Tyler Twiss, Chase Marsman, Zach Reed
Row 2: Cody Averill, Parker Vaughn, Taggart Hanes, Bryce Luevano
Row 3: Asst. Coach Rick Hendges, Broden Porter, Jake Aho, Jaxon Pocsi, Nathan 
Robinson, Hunter Hendges, Coach Tim Jackson.

VARSITYVARSITY JVJV
Row 1: Adanna Merritt, Olivia Tozer, Taylor Harrison, Paige Castor
Row 2: Aaliyah Calkins, Holly Kooiman, Sidney Nauta, Katelin Kooiman, Josilyn Slagter
Row 3: Destiny Dolphin, Sarah Chenoweth, Alexis Wood, Clara Soto Suarez, Aina 
Catala, Coach Allison DeBoer. Missing: Logan Petty

Row 1:Ella Gonzalez, Niana Llamos, Tennessee Traxler, Hannah Britten, Katie Johnson
Row 2: Kayla Becker, Brie Cummings, Ellie Punches, Chloe Fisk, Aspen Haywood, Brooke 
Ladd

GIRLS SOFTBALL  GIRLS SOFTBALL  

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs

616-263-9784616-263-9784
18 S Main • Cedar Springs18 S Main • Cedar Springs

616-696-2662616-696-2662
12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-0100616-696-0100

T H E  R E DT H E  R E D
F L A N N E L F L A N N E L 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL
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13861 White Creek • Cedar Springs13861 White Creek • Cedar Springs

616-696-0010616-696-0010
89 N. Third Street • Sand Lake89 N. Third Street • Sand Lake

616-636-5341616-636-5341

TRACK & FIELDTRACK & FIELD

GIRLSGIRLS

BOYSBOYS

Row 1: Kurynn Oleneack, Emma Smith, 
Lauren Sherburn, Hannah Reed, Emma 
Kendall, Paige Marsman, Haylie Terrien, 
Lorraine Zain, Isabel VanDusen, Ally Ladd, 
Jasmine Zimmer, Joslyn Zavala
Row 2: Grace Sova, Annalise Elliott, Aubrie 
French, Jailah Munguia, Isabella Smith, 
Kirstin Powell, Haley VanKampen, Gracey 
Newman, Kaitlynn Brown, Makenzie Zimmer, 
Addyson Brown, Madison Golliver. 
Row 3: Coach Justin Jones, Danika 
Fessenden, Kristen Perry, Alexis O’Dowd, 
Alessandra Del Gaudio, Alyssa Detweiler, 
Hannah Seif, Janae Fulton, Emily Neiderheide, 
Hannah Shears, Carlei Smith, Coach Steve 
Washington, Coach Melinda Stressman.
Missing: Taylor, Diemond, Kaleigh Hull, Ariana 
Meyers

Row 1: Trevor Castor, Trevor Page, Kaine 
Polczak, Joseph Drier, Gabe White, Carter 
Moleski, Eli Kleynenberg, Justin Voskuil, 
Nate Slager, Luke Price
Row 2: Espen Wood, Antwuan Nicholls, 
Xander Cantu, Jack Sherburn, Alex Cole, Eli 
Malon, Elliot Moleski, Logan Douglas, Dylan 
Lafontsee, Coach Melinda Stressman.
Row 3: Coach Jeff Brazier, Coach Steve 
Washington, Alex Nylaan, Jonathan Reed, 
Hunter Brosseau, Austin Mann, Corey 
Bowers, Ethan Grove, Clayton Akerman, 
Gabe Minnich, Coach Tim Lett, Coach 
Justin Jones.
Missing: Nolan Myers, Korbin Newberg

345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.VanderhydeFord.com

GOOD LUCK RED HAWKS!

GIRLS TENNISGIRLS TENNIS

Row 1: Kayla Walters, 
Carley Dreyer, Sophie 
Kren, Kate Sawyer
Row 2: Laura Serek, 
Ella Moore, Sally Odren, 
Hannah Anderson, Helen 
Reed
Row 3: Coach Russel, 
Morgan French, Hannah 
Cox, Olivia Miller, Kaitlyn 
Miller, Elliot Mooney, 
Coach Kennedy. Missing: 
Chandyce NovakVARSITYVARSITY 7620 Myers Lake Ave. | Rockford | 616.874.9101

Photos courtesy of

12565 Northland Dr.  • Cedar Springs12565 Northland Dr.  • Cedar Springs

616-696-0622616-696-0622

a Sports and Schools 
& Events division of
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TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

 

Our Services: 
• Short-Term Rehabilitation  
• Skilled Nursing  
• Long-Term Care  
• Hospice Care  
• Respite Stays  
• Cardiac Rehab Services 
• Stroke Rehab Services 

WHO IS MISSION POINT HEALTHCARE SERVICES? 

With 20 facilities across the state, we are never far away. 
Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day. 

Mission Point Healthcare Services is a full service health care management company located 
throughout the Detroit-Metro, greater Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan regions. 
Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
consisting of over 1,690 skilled nursing beds. Mission Point’s services offered are physical 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing care, wound care, hospice care, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
have individualized goals to help them return to their 
prior level of function and to return home safe and 
independently. 

m i s s i o n p o i n t h e a l t h c a r e . c o m  

274125

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

WINTER 20/21

Athletes of the Month 
is brought to you by: 

GIRLS BOWLING
Nicole Baker—Parents: Rich and Jennifer Baker

Nicole has been a part of the bowling 
team for 2 years. Her improvement 
has been amazing. She has been a 
valuable leader on the team this year. 
She is passionate about doing well and 
is great at keeping the team uplifted. 
Nicole has a great personality that the 
other girls are drawn to. Nicole is one 
of my 2 captains on this team and I 
know she will continue to bowl.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Ayden Hovanec—Parents: Aaron and 
Carrie Hovanec
Ayden has definitely shown the most 
growth from summer workouts to today. 
He has grown as a player and as a young 
man. His ability to learn throughout this 
complicated season has shown a lot 
of maturity and an ability to adapt to 
complicated situations. Thank you for all your hard work Ayden.
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Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
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patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  
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please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
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400 Jeffrey St. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319 | (616) 696-0170Red Hawks lose tough games to FHE

Junior Aiden Brunin pitched the best game of his career against FHE. Courtesy photo.

Glyshaw was very pleased 
with Brunin’s performance 
but said, “Our pitching so far 
has been great, but we need to 
have a better approach at the 
plate. You can’t win if you 
can’t score.”

In game two, senior Dylan 
Knauf took the mound. In a 
contest that was postponed 
due to darkness, Knauf got 
through three innings, and 
struck out 3 batters while 
allowing no hits. Walker 
Glyshaw pitched the 4th and 
5th innings, struck out 3, and 
allowed 2 hits.  Unfortunate-
ly, a pair of defensive errors 
allowed two Forest Hills 
runners to score. At the plate, 
Alec McDonald had a single 
and was scored on a blast 
from junior Jacob Rocafort as 
he recorded his first varsity hit 
of the season. After 5 innings 
the game was postponed due 
to darkness with a score of 
2-2.

The game resumed on 
April 14. Shuffling defend-
ers around, Knauf took the 
mound to finish the game he 
started. Both teams managed 
to sneak in another run in the 
7th inning, but again the game 
went into extra innings. In 
the bottom of the 9th, Eastern 
short stop Evan Parks man-
aged a single to right field to 
give his team the 4-3 victory.

In the third game of the se-
ries, Trenton Snoeyink got the 
start. The lefty had a tough 
time consistently finding the 
strike zone but managed to 
battle himself through 3.3 
innings, striking out 3 and 
walking 5. Freshman Walker 
Glyshaw came on to finish out 
what would be an error-ridden 
game. Glyshaw struck out 
6 batters in 4 innings while 
walking 3.  

At the plate the Red Hawks 
showed some signs of life by 

totaling 6 hits. Willy Zain had 
a pair of singles, while Dylan 
Greenland and Dylan Knauf 
each added one each. The sur-
prise for the day was that se-
nior Jeremy Campione finally 
got his bat going by launching 
two doubles over the left field-
er and one-hopping the fence 
on both shots. Cedar was able 
to push across 4 runs in the 

extra-inning contest, but a 
pair of costly errors in the 9th 
inning allowed Eastern to win 
this contest 5-4.  

The varsity team is sitting 
at a disappointing 2-4 on the 
season but the future looks 
bright, especially having tak-
en one of the best teams in 
the area to extra innings in 
three consecutive games. This 

week’s games will be a trio 
of league contests against the 
Trojans of Thornapple Kel-
logg. Details will be in next 
week’s paper.

Next week’s games: April 
27 at Wayland (double); April 
28 vs Central Montcalm 
(single); April 29 vs Way-
land (single); and April 30 vs 
Greenville (single).

Cedar Springs girls varsity 
tennis wins tri-match 

Photo #1: Red Hawks #1 doubles 
junior Carley Dreyer at the net. 
Photo #2: Red Hawks #1 singles 
Olivia Miller gets ready to take 
a shot.

Sparta High School host-
ed Cedar Springs and Fre-
mont in a tri-match last 
Friday, April 16.  Cedar 
Springs defeated both Spar-
ta (5-3) and Fremont (6-2).  

Head Coach, Ed Russel, 
feels like the team is com-
ing together really well.

When asked about the 
season, Coach Russel re-
sponded, “It has been a dif-
ficult start with not really 
having a season last year, 
and having a two-week de-
lay for this season. How-
ever, this is a really great 
team. The girls are all very 
coachable and have really 
great attitudes.”

Senior Jeremy Campione hit two left-field doubles that one-hopped over the fence. Courtesy photo.

Coming back from Spring 
Break, the Red Hawk Varsity 
baseball team began league 
play. Their first conference 
opponent of the 2021 season 
was the highly touted Hawks 
of Forest Hills Eastern on 
April 13. In game 1, junior 
Aiden Brunin took the mound. 
In his best performance of his 
high school career, he threw 
7 complete innings, striking 
out 6 and walking only 2. He 
allowed only one hit. After 7, 
the game was tied 0-0. Senior 
lefty Trenton Snoeyink came 
on in the 8th inning of a game 
that would be decided in the 

bottom of the 9th. Snoeyink 
stuck out one hitter, walked 
2 and allowed a pair of hits. 
A couple of late inning er-
rors allowed Eastern to push 
the winning run across in the 
bottom of the 9th and left the 
score at 1-0 in favor of Forest 
Hills.

At the plate, the Red Hawks 
managed just three hits, one 
each from Snoeyink, Willy 
Zain and Alec McDonald. 
Though they did threaten to 
score several times through-
out the game, they were not 
able to get that timely hit 
when they needed it. Coach 



neers are working to keep it 
that way.

Tuesday, July 27, at 9 
a.m., join representatives 
from the Michigan Invasive 
Species Coalition for Hey! 
What’s that in your back-
yard? They will discuss 
Michigan’s 22 cooperative 
invasive species manage-
ment areas, how they can 
help with management of 
invasives on your property 
and the benefits of partner-
ing with your local CISMA.

If you are new to the se-
ries, it’s easy to catch up on 
topics including red swamp 
crayfish management, in-

vasive species resources 
for boaters and lake as-
sociations, and the threat 
posed by spotted lantern-
fly. Recorded versions of 
all previous NotMISpecies 
webinars are available at 
Michigan.gov/EGLEEvents 
under Featured Webinar Se-
ries.

Michigan’s Invasive 
Species Program, a col-

laborative effort of the 
departments of Natural 
Resources; Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy; 
and Agriculture and Rural 
Development, coordinates 
and supports invasive spe-
cies initiatives across the 
state and provides support 
through the Michigan In-
vasive Species Grant Pro-
gram.
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GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
Register now for upcoming 
NotMISpecies webinars

Ranger Steve’s
 Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Muller

Recollection 
February 3, 1974 by Steven J Mueller 
(22 April Earth Day Poem for 2021)

It started on a mountain.
Nothing but crumbled rock all about me.
I was one of many.
Gravity guided me,
But I didn’t know where.
Then I saw.
It was the alpine.
Full of life.
Everything was so small.
It didn’t matter.
It was new to me,
So I looked closely.
The minute flowers were noticed in detail.
Even the sea was within my gaze.
I began to love my surroundings
But gravity kept moving me.
Soon I realized 
The sea was my goal.
Gravity had told my soul,
My surroundings lost favor
To a distant destiny.
Gravity was no longer 
The only force moving me.
There was the wind, the water,
And the others all around,
Pushing, pushing, pushing.
I began to lead
So I wouldn’t be pushed.
It was difficult,
But I could do it.
No longer were minute flowers noticed.
It took trees if I was to notice.
I had work to do.
I was leading to the sea.
Never more could I stop just 
To gaze for me.
If the river was not wide enough
We cut the bank
Wider, Wider, Wider.
Soon the water was muddy,
But it was to my benefit.
Nobody could see me cutting the bank
From beneath their precious tree,
Nor I seeing their sorrowful faces.
Now things were going well.
It wouldn’t be long till
I was to get my own
Soon I reached the sea.
Only to be covered.
By those who followed me.
Still - at last - I’m still.
What could I have seen?
It’s been so long since
I saw the alpine.
No matter!
I made my goal
Buried for eternity
My life is through.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

A US Fish and Wildlife Service fisheries biologist weighs a bighead carp. Photo courtesy of Ryan Hagerty, 
USFWS.

Are you concerned about 
invasive species in Mich-
igan? Wondering what’s 
being done or what you 
can do? The NotMISpecies 
webinar series, offering dif-
ferent topics April through 
July, has answers and infor-
mation you can use.

The hour long monthly 
series hosts experts with 
hands-on experience in 
invasive species research, 
management and preven-
tion who provide current 
information on threats to 
Michigan’s land and wa-
ters. Question and answer 
sessions and links to re-
sources help attendees get 
the most out of each pre-
sentation.

The Michigan Invasive 
Species Program has added 
new sessions for the spring 
and summer. To register for 
these upcoming events, go 
to michigan.gov/egleevents 
and then NotMISpecies 
Webinar Series on the right 
hand side.

Tuesday, April 20, at 
9 a.m., Not in MI waters 
dives into the world of 
technicians and biologists 
responding to new aquatic 
invasive plant detections. 
Find out how they are using 
the science of early detec-
tion and response to control 
European frog-bit, parrot 
feather and other recently 
introduced species.

Dynamite! And other 
tools to protect Michigan’s 
state park trees (9 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 25) explores 
how and why tree health 
is a critical component of 
state park management. 
Learn about the variety of 
tools, including explosives, 
used to control invasive in-
sects and diseases to keep 
the forest ecosystem intact 
and ensure you have a great 
recreation experience.

Invasive bighead, silver 
and black carp are the topic 
of Big, hungry fish (9 a.m. 
Thursday, June 24). Cur-
rently, there is no evidence 
of these live fish, common-
ly called Asian carp, in the 
Great Lakes. Find out how 
Michigan, Illinois and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
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HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

SERVICESSERVICES

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE 

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

is looking for 
EXPERIENCED FINISHERS

and FORM SETTERS. 
Competitive wages, based on 

experience and skill level.
PLEASE CALL 

616.636.5453

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

2020 
DEALER MODEL

1,456 sq. ft.
w/2-stall garage

$152,000

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 228 

An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 1, Section 
1-14 Entitled “General Penalty For Municipal 
Civil Infractions” Of The Code Of Ordinances 

For The City Of Cedar Springs.  The Ordinance 
Adopts 2018 The International Fire Code For 

The City Of Cedar Springs.
Ordinance 228 Is Effective April 22, 2021. 
Complete Copies Of The Ordinances Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk.

Dated:  April 22, 2021  Rebecca Johnson

Crafters Wanted: Craft & Mom 
to Mom Sale at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church, Sand Lake 
Mich. 49343-5110. Saturday, 
June 5, 2021 from 9 am – 2 pm. 
Call 616-636-5342 or 616-890-
1022. #16,17p

In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there 
being due and unpaid 
charges for which the 
undersigned is entitled 
to satisfy, an owner’s lien 
of the goods hereinafter 
described and stored 
at CEDARFIELD SELF 
STORAGE located at 
3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and 
the time specified in such 
notice for payment having 
expired, the goods will be 
sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder or 
otherwise disposed of on 
Friday, April 30, 2021 at   
12 pm.  Cash only.  We 
reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids.

Julie Okrangley  –  A 107
(10’x10’), household goods

Aubree Jack  –  H 824
(5’x10’), household goods

Auction SAleAuction SAle

HELP WANTED
Bartenders and 

kitchen help
Bartenders $ 8.50 per hour 

plus tips
Kitchen help $9.65 per hour

Schedules done one month 
at a time, normally one week 

in advance of the month
Email : tcebarmanager@

yahoo.com
Or call 616-636-8787

Or stop by to fill out an 
application at

 TRI COUNTY EAGLES
32 E. Lake St

Sand Lake MI, 49343

CRAFTSCRAFTS
& & BAZAARSBAZAARS

Estate Sale April 22 & 
23 - Everything must go! 
Furniture, home decor, hol-
iday decorations and store 
displays. Antiques & vin-
tage too. 9am - 6pm 133 
E. Edgerton Street, How-
ard City, MI. Cash & Carry 
Only.  #15,16p

Garage Sale: Multi – Family, 
12900 White Creek south of 
16 Mile. Friday, April 23 and 
Tuesday, April 27 from 9 am – 
6 pm. Kids books & teaching 
supplies. Lots of variety. 
Overflowing garage. #16p

Cedar Springs Department 
of Public Works is hiring two 
(2) SEASONAL employees. 
Qualified individuals should be 
able to perform various physical 
activities including landscaping, 
mowing, trimming and building 
maintenance, some street 
maintenance and other municipal 
services as needed or directed. 
This is a great opportunity for 
an enthusiastic and energetic 
individual who works well with 
others and enjoys working 
outdoors. A full job description 
is available at the City of Cedar 
Springs website under “News”. 
These are SEASONAL PART 
TIME positions.  Pay starts at 
$9-13 per hour depending on 
qualifications and 28 hours per 
week. Please send a completed 
City Employment Application, 
cover letter, resume, and 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  
Applications to be reviewed initially 
on May 7, 2021, applications 
accepted until position filled. 
#16,17b

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICENOTICE

Village of Sand Lake
Job Posting: Department of 

Public Works Supervisor
The Village of Sand Lake is seeking a full time sal-
aried DPW Supervisor.

•  CDL will be required

Licenses needed are as follows...
•  S-4 water distribution
•  D-4 water chemical 
•  L-1 and L-2 wastewater lagoon

**Licenses in hand for this position are a plus. Train-
ing for acquiring these licenses can be provided.

Able to operate multiple vehicles and equipment 
needed for each department. 

Some mechanical skills for vehicle and equipment 
maintenance and upkeep. 

On call 24-7 for seasonal emergencies. 

Would be responsible for budgeting, expenses, and 
monthly reports. 

Work with EGLE and MRWA as needed.

The Village will be accepting applications until April 
30, 2021.

Village of Sand Lake • 2 E. Maple St. • PO BOX 139
Sand Lake, MI • Phone: (616) 636-8854 • Fax: (616) 636-4564

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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success
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Work like a dog
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Regular Meeting of the Cedar Springs Planning Commission
Tuesday, May 11, 2021

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 

and provide essential protections to City of Cedar 
Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs 
boards and commissions are conducting all 

meetings by video teleconference.
The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting 

is to act and discuss any business that may come 
before the Planning Commission including the 

following public hearings:

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To 
Amend Chapter 40, Article III, Division 
13 Section 40-409 Entitled “Commercial 
And Industrial Side And Rear Setback 
Reductions” Of The Code Of Ordinances 
For The City Of Cedar Springs. The pro-
posed change modifies the rear setback 
requirements.  Copies of the proposed 
amendment are available on the City 
Website At www.cityofcedarsprings.org

2.  Public Hearing For A Special Land Use 
For 45 W Pine Street, LLC D/B/A Kind-
Buds, At 45 West Pine Street Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319: The Applicant Is 
Seeking Special Land Use Approval For 
An Adult-Use Marihuana Microbusiness. 
The Property Is Zoned B-3, The Applicant 
Requests Special Land Use Approval In 
That District. Special Land Uses Require 
Approval from The Planning Commission 
For This Request. The Parcel Number Is 
41-02-25-277-008.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
• Public comments may be submitted to the City 

Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the location 

of the meeting may address the members during 
the public comment period via videoconference. 

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to the 
proceedings or provide public comment may do 
so by using the following internet connection or 

phone numbers and pass code:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89415549457 

Meeting ID: 894 1554 9457

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  Meeting ID: 894 
1554 9457#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 894 1554 9457#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets 
of the meetings, and contact information for 
members of the board that are participating 
remotely may be found at the City of Cedar 

Springs’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org  

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 

Boards and Commissions are available 
on the City of Cedar Springs YouTube 

Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists 
YouTube provides real time closed caption 

transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable 
captions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or 
“CC” icon on the bottom bar. Please contact the 

City Clerk’s office at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior 
to the meeting if additional assistance is needed 

to assist individuals with accessibility.

The Planning Commission meeting will be held 
in the Cedar Springs City Council Chambers, 66 
S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Persons 

having any questions regarding these matters are 
urged to attend this meeting. If you are unable 
to attend the public hearing, but wish to have 
your comments become a part of the official 

record of the meeting, or if you have questions 
or concerns related to this proposal please 

submit them in writing to the City Clerk at clerk@
cityofcedarsprings.org the above address, or 

contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Dated:  April 22, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, April 22, 2021   Page 13

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES
see more see more LEGALSLEGALS on next page  on next page 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Regular Meeting of the

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, May 13, 2021

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting 
is to act and discuss any business that may 

come before the City Council and will include a 
public hearing on

the 2021/2 Fiscal Year Budget.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed 

budget will be a subject of this hearing.
The proposed budget does not

include a millage increase
greater than the millage levied
in the 2020/2021 Fiscal Year.

A copy of the proposed budget is available
online at www.cityofcedarsprings.org

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the 

City Manager by email at any time prior to the 
meeting at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  

Comments submitted will be read aloud during 
the public comment portion of the meeting. 
• Members of the public who attend at the 
location of the meeting may address the 

members during the public comment period via 
videoconference. 

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to 
the proceedings or provide public comment may 
do so by using the following internet connection 

or phone numbers and pass code:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84027833041

Meeting ID: 840 2783 3041

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  Meeting ID: 
840 2783 3041#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 840 2783 3041#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets 
of the meetings, and contact information for 
members of the board that are participating 
remotely may be found at the City of Cedar 

Springs’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 

Boards and Commissions are available 
on the City of Cedar Springs YouTube 

Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists 
YouTube provides real time closed caption 

transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable 
captions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or 
“CC” icon on the bottom bar. Please contact the 

City Clerk’s office at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 
prior to the meeting if additional assistance is 
needed to assist individuals with accessibility.

Dated:  April 22, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

.TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

Courtland Township 
Regular Board Meeting

April 7, 2021
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, Bartels, Brown, Hartman, 
McConnon, McIntyre and Frandsen. 
Absent: None
Approved: April 7, 2021 Agenda. Approved: Consent 
Agenda/All monthly reports received. Approved: 
March 3, 2021 Regular Board Meeting minutes. Old 
Business: Approved DARE contribution. Approved 
Prein & Newhof as township engineer. 

New Business: Approved: Payroll Budget; 2021-22 
Fee Schedule; Landscape proposal from Hunter 
Bug; LMCU as authorized financial institution and 
to purchase a CD; Imperial Municipal Services 
Inspectors; Rezoning Ordinance No. 2021-01Z 
Cutler; Rezoning Ordinance No. 2021-02Z Kobe; 
Land Division/Combination application Taylor 
Trust; Land Division application Cutler/McComb; 
ZBA appointment of Michele Mojzuk; Sewer 
system-purchase and installation of 4 generators,  
inspection of system, and lift station #1 retainer 
wall/tree removal. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, May 5, 2021 @ 7 PM. 
Complete minutes available at the Township Hall, 
7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours and 
on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: April 22, 2021 Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

Planning Commission of the Township of Spencer 
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, May 
12, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer Township 
Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, Michigan, on 
a proposed special land use or amendment to 
special land use by Larry DeHaan as owner and 
Brandi Ball as operator to allow the Rest Assured 
adult foster care facility to house up to twenty 
residents at the existing facility located at 14190 
19 Mile Road N.E., Gowen, Michigan 49326.

All interested persons may attend the public 
hearing and comment on the proposed special 
land use.  Written comments concerning the 
special land use may be submitted to the Township 
office, at the above-stated address, up to the time 
of and during the public hearing.

Dated: April 22, 2021  PLANNING 
COMMISSION OF THE  

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE
PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS 

Spring Brush Pick Up
is scheduled for 

Monday, May 3rd, 2021
Please have brush out at 6:00 a.m. and neatly 
stacked as close to the curb as possible with all 
branches in one direction.  Brush half inch to six 

inches in diameter will be picked up. Brush cannot 
exceed 12 feet in length.

Trees and brush larger than six inches, vines, 
rubbish, leaves or other yard waste will NOT 

be picked up.

Dated: April 22, 2021 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616-696-1330

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City 
Council

Thursday, April 15, 2021
7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan
The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:16 P.M. By 
Mayor Pro Tem Conley.  The Pledge Of Allegiance 
Was Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present.  
One Person Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Were No Scheduled Public 
Hearings; The Agenda And The Consent Agenda 
Were Approved With The Following Changes: 
6E To 7C And 6G To 7D. Action Taken: Motion 
To Approve Of The Cedar Springs Social District 
And Resolutions 21-08, 21-09 And 21-10 And The 
Participation Of The CS Brewing Company And 
The Red Bird Bistro, Motion To Approve Of The 
Cedar Blitz Gravel Bicycle Race May 22nd 2021 
6am To 2pm Community Event Application, Motion 
To Approve Of The Jayde Farms Sidewalk Request 
To Defer The Installation Of Sidewalks To A Future 
Date, Motion To Approve Of The SweetChinMusic, 
LLC’s Request To Defer The Installation Of 
Sidewalks To A Future Date. Discussions Were Held 
On: Preliminary Budget, City Sidewalks, Pickleball 
Courts At Hilltop, Road Resurfacing Projects, 
Strategic Planning Session, Chamber Community 
Event Applications, Cedar Springs Public Library 
Curtilage Agreement. The Meeting Was Adjourned 
At 9:00 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: April 22, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

LEGALS LEGALS continued from page 13continued from page 13

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Extend the life of your used car with 
these tips

Watch out for 
work zones
From MDOT

Orange means 
warning! Be on 
the lookout for 
orange work zone 
signs alerting 
you to workers, 
trucks, equip-
ment, and lane 
changes/reduc-
tions in a work 
zone. Slow down. 
Focus on driving. 
Save a life.

Seven tips to avoid 
distracted driving

(BPT) - It is estimated that 81% of drivers read and type 
text messages while driving, 70% use social media while 
driving and 50% say their smartphone is essential for get-
ting around, according to AT&T It Can Wait.

What can you do to keep the roads safe by limiting dis-
tractions?

1)  Use your phone’s built-in tools: Set your phone to 
Do Not Disturb, and avoid phone calls even if they 
are hands free. Preset your navigation and any pref-
erences.

2)  Don’t cut corners: Avoid texting or using your phone 
in stop-and-go traffic or at lights.

3)  If it’s an emergency, pull over: No call is worth jeop-
ardizing the safety of you and your passengers.

4)  Recruit a navigator: If you’re driving with a passen-
ger, enlist them to perform navigation and other tasks 
like climate control and audio selection.

5)  Hands on the wheel: Resist personal grooming, eat-
ing and drinking while driv-
ing.
6)  Leave pets at home: If 
you must travel with your 
pet, don’t let them roam free-
ly in the car.
7)  Utilize technolo-
gy when it makes sense: 
Telematics programs like 
the USAA SafePilot App can 
bring undesirable driving be-
haviors like phone handling 
to light, and encourage safer 
driving by offering auto in-
surance savings.

For additional information 
on the USAA SafePilot App, 
visit usaa.com/safepilot.

(StatePoint) In the market for 
a car? If you’re planning on pur-
chasing a used vehicle, you’re in 
good company.

Nearly 70 percent of all car 
sales are used vehicles, likely due 
to the the rising costs of new cars 
and the increasing quality of their 
used counterparts.

While previously owned ve-
hicles make the best financial 
sense in a lot of cases, experts en-
courage motorists to keep a few 
things in mind.

“For the safety of everyone sharing the road with you and to 
protect your purchase, it’s important to stay up-to-date on car 
maintenance,” says Doug Turner, director of service operations 
at Byrider, the nation’s largest used car and finance network of 
dealerships.

April is National Car Care Month and to help you extend the 
life of your used car, the automotive experts at Byrider are offer-
ing the following tips:

•  Follow the maintenance recommendations of the manu-
facturer to keep it running as smoothly as possible. This 
includes filling your vehicle with the proper gas, and using 
the proper oil per the manufacturer’s recommendations.

•  Prioritize preventive maintenance to avoid issues down the 
line. Pay special attention to noises or warning signs that 
could indicate your vehicle needs maintenance. Remem-
ber, warning lights on your dashboard are illuminated for 
a reason. Understand what they mean and address them 

as-needed.
•  Keep the inte-
rior and exterior 
of your vehicle 
clean to prevent 
rust and other is-
sues.
•  Use only 
trusted repair 
services that hire 
Automotive Ser-
vice Excellence 
(ASE)-certified 
technicians. This 
certification can 
make a big differ-

ence when it comes to quality repairs and maintenance.
•  Complete as-needed or at a minimum, an annual inspec-

tion, on the vehicle. Keep in mind that different seasons of 
the year require different inspections and repairs.

•  Use quality parts.
•  When buying a vehicle, stick to retail dealers that put cars 

through a detailed inspection process to help ensure a given 
vehicle’s safety and reliability. At the same time, consider 
dealers with an attached service department to help stream-
line maintenance and repairs. “Your relationship with the 
dealership shouldn’t end once you drive the car off the lot,” 
adds Turner. In the case of Byrider, every car sold comes 
with a warranty or optional vehicle service agreement, as 
well as discounted parts, labor and service. To learn more, 
visit byrider.com.

A used vehicle can be a great investment. Extend the life of 
your car and stay safer on the roads by making smart purchasing 
decisions and taking a proactive approach to maintenance.
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  NIAM S 03 
  91394   IM ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM 

If you have Medicare, 
contact me for a 
no obligation quote!

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

Michigan overdose deaths decrease again in 2019 
But a slight uptick in overdose deaths seen in first half of 2020

Pine Rest opens adult foster care unit for people 
with COVID-19
The behavioral health organization partnered 
with State of Michigan to meet critical need

Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services 
is addressing a critical statewide gap in care by 
opening a 10-bed unit which serves adults liv-
ing in a residential behavioral health care setting 
who have been diagnosed with COVID-19.

Pine Rest partnered directly with the State of 
Michigan to open its Adult Foster Care (AFC) 
Special Care Unit at a time when Michigan 
leads the nation in COVID-19 positivity rates 
and is experiencing unprecedented demand for 
mental health services. 
Pine Rest’s new AFC 
Special Care Unit meets 
an urgent need that most 
residential behavioral 
health care facilities are 
not equipped to handle: 
Caring for the increased 
medical needs associated 
with a COVID-19 diag-
nosis while also limiting 
the spread of the virus to 
others in the home.

Pine Rest has created 
an environment that is 
well-suited to address this gap in care by treating 
both psychiatric and COVID-19 concerns. In 
conjunction with enhanced employee training, 
use of personal protective equipment (PPE), and 

specialized cleaning protocols, 
Pine Rest’s new AFC Special 
Care Unit employs unique de-
sign elements such as a nega-
tive air pressure system to limit 
the spread of infection.

“Throughout our 111-year 
history, Pine Rest has brought 
hope and healing to those most 
in need of care,” said Mark 

Eastburg, PhD, Pine Rest president and CEO. 
“We are rooted in West Michigan and account-
able to the many individuals who turn to us 
for care and support. This commitment drives 

development of programs tailored to meet the 
needs most acutely felt in our community. I am 
proud Pine Rest has continued this tradition by 
first opening our inpatient Special Care Unit in 
December, and now, by opening our residential 
AFC Special Care Unit.”

The behavioral health organization began 
a rapid effort to renovate existing space on its 
Cutlerville Campus, located at 300 68th Street 
Southeast in Grand Rapids, in mid-November 
2020. Pine Rest’s first 30-bed 
COVID-positive Special Care 
Unit, which serves individuals at 
an inpatient hospitalization level 
of care, opened on December 
21, 2020 and has been operat-
ing at or near capacity since that 

The Michigan Department of Health and Hu-
man Services is reporting its second consecu-
tive year of decreasing opioid overdose deaths 
and drug overdose deaths overall in 2018 and 
2019—but is showing an uptick in deaths for the 
first half of 2020.

The MDHHS announced last week that in 
2019 there were 2,354 overdose deaths in Mich-
igan, 1,768 of which were opioid related. Over-
all overdose deaths declined by 9.4% from the 
2,599 in 2018—a number that is now below 
what was seen in 2016. Opioid-related overdose 
deaths decreased by 13.2% from the 2018 total 
of 2,036—a greater decline than the more mod-
est gain the previous year.

However, preliminary data for January-June 
2020 show 1,340 overdose deaths, up from 
1,155 in those same months in 2019, an in-
crease of 16%. Similarly, opioid-related over-
dose deaths increased from 874 in the first half 
of 2019 to 1,045 in the same period in 2020, an 
increase of 20%. The 2020 deaths are likely to 
be underreported due to incomplete data.

“Our efforts to prevent opioid misuse, provide 
high-quality recovery treatment and reduce the 
harm caused by opioids to individuals and their 
communities are paying off,” said Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, chief medical executive and chief dep-
uty for health for MDHHS. “We have made sig-
nificant progress, however, our preliminary 2020 
data is showing there may have been an uptick 
in deaths last year. This illustrates that there is 
much more work to do, and we will not rest until 
we have made further progress in addressing an 
issue that has devastated far too many families.”

Michigan has a plan in place that calls for cut-
ting opioid-related overdose deaths by half in 
five years by 2024.

In 2019, the age-adjusted opioid overdose 
death rate decreased from 21.2 deaths per 
100,000 residents in 2018 to 18.2 deaths per 
100,000 residents in 2019.

However, Michigan had an increase in deaths 
due to psychostimulants with abuse potential 
including methamphetamine. More than 200 
Michiganders died from an overdose involving 
psychostimulants with abuse potential in 2019, 
which was a 21% increase from the previous 
year.

The decline in opioid-related overdose deaths 

in 2019 was largely driven by decreases in the 
number of deaths due to poisoning by heroin and 
commonly prescribed natural and semisynthetic 
drugs such as oxycodone, hydrocodone, hydro-
morphone and oxymorphone. Drug poisoning 
deaths involving synthetic opioids such as fen-
tanyl declined slightly.

Despite overall progress in decreasing over-
dose deaths in 2019, the data show troubling 
disparities across racial groups. “MDHHS is 
firmly committed to ensuring equitable access to 
prevention, treatment, and harm reduction, and 
is taking targeted steps to address racial dispari-
ties,” Khaldun said.

Michigan’s 2019 data shows:
*Overall overdose mortality rates among 

white residents decreased by 12.9 percent, while 
rates among black residents increased by 2.7 
percent.

*Opioid overdose mortality rates among 
white residents decreased by 16.9 percent, while 
rates among black residents increased by 0.8 
percent in 2019.

*Michigan residents of races other than black 
or white experienced a 22.1 percent decrease in 
overall overdose mortality and a 20.2 percent 
decrease in opioid overdose mortality.

The state is using every available tool to 
combat the opioid epidemic. The collaborative 
efforts of state agencies are amplifying Michi-
gan’s efforts related to prevention and treatment 
of patients, education of health professionals and 
enforcement of overprescribers.

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, MDHHS and other 
members of the Michigan Opioids Task Force 
recently announced a slate of steps the state is 
taking to combat the opioid epidemic. At the end 
of 2020, the task force reviewed and revamped 
to produce the 2021 Opioids Strategy that main-
tains focus on 2020 priorities while increasing 
focus on reducing racial disparities. 

For more information about opioids and the 
additional steps residents can take to protect 
themselves and loved ones, visit Michigan.gov/
Opioids.

If you or someone you know needs help with a 
substance use disorder, call the National Hotline, 
a 24-hour-a-day, 365-day-a-year treatment refer-
ral hotline at 1-800-662-HELP (4357).

time.
Referrals have come from 

West Michigan and across the 
state.

“Our mission is to create a 
service network for Michigan 
residents who need behavioral 
health care – particularly during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.” said 
Allen Jansen, deputy director 
of the Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Ad-
ministration within MDHHS. 
“After growing evidence that 
this need could be better met, 
we reached out to a number of 
providers and are appreciative 
that Pine Rest responded to our 

request. They prioritized space and resources to 
address this clinical need. This service is urgently 
needed and will be well-used for a very vulnera-
ble group of our residents.”

Pine Rest’s AFC Special Care Unit began ac-
cepting referrals from across the state on April 
12. The program serves adults diagnosed with 
COVID-19, who are experiencing mild symp-
toms or are asymptomatic, and who were living 
in an AFC home at the time of their diagnosis.
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