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Family loses home in fire

A Solon Township family lost their home in a fire Monday.  Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A Solon Township fami-
ly is trying to put their life 
back together after a fire de-
stroyed their home Monday.

According to Solon 
Township firefighter Matt 
Schievink, they were toned 
out at 11:50 a.m. on Mon-
day, March 29, to a struc-
ture fire at 13421 Sunset 
View, which is off 16 Mile, 
west of Algoma. It was 
called in by someone across 
the street, and they report-
ed that smoke and flames 
could be seen through the 
roof.

Schievink said that when 
he got up to 18 Mile Rd, he 
could see the smoke.

Multiple area fire depart-
ments assisted Solon at 
the scene, including Cedar 
Springs, Kent City, Sparta, 
Algoma, Courtland, and 
Rockford, who brought 
in their ladder truck. “We 
needed the ladder truck be-
cause everything was col-

New cannabis 
shop to open

The sky’s the limit at a 
new cannabis store and 
grow facility opening in the 
City of Cedar Springs.

And we mean that liter-
ally.

One of the perks at Sky-
high Cannabis, (with a re-
tail outlet at 66 S. Main 
and a grow facility soon 
to be located at the end of 
West Street) is a hot air bal-
loon ride with each $200 
purchase. “Our advertising 
slogan is, ‘Shop with us and 

get high as a kite,’” said 
owner Mary Jane Roach.

She said that their prod-
ucts have many advantages 
over the competition. “First, 
everything is organic. We 
don’t use any pesticides. All 
fertilizer is natural, and we 
source it locally. Our good 
neighbor, the wastewater 
treatment facility, has been 
really helpful in that area.”

Many of the edibles have 
been updated from recipes 

Woman in critical condition 
after shooting

Sand Lake faces OMA lawsuit 
brought by ex-president and trustee

A Grant Township wom-
an is in critical condition 
after being shot at her home 
Monday morning, and the 
Michigan State Police is 
asking for the public’s help 
to solve it.

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police Hart Post 
were dispatched Monday 

morning, March 29, to a 
residence in the 3600 block 
of Fox Dr., near Thornapple 
Avenue, in Grant Town-
ship, Newaygo County, for 
a shots fired call. Police 
said that an unidentified in-
dividual, who was outside, 
fired several rounds into the 
residence, striking a female 

who was inside the home. 
She was transported to the 
hospital by Aero Med and is 
in critical condition. 

Troopers do not believe 
this is a random shooting. 

Anyone with information 
is asked to call the MSP 
Hart Post at 231-873-2171 
or 911.

By Judy Reed

A civil suit has been 
filed in Kent County’s 
17th Circuit Court accus-

ing the Village of Sand Lake 
and its council members of 
violating the Open Meet-

ings Act and Whistleblower 
Protection Act.

The suit was filed in Feb-
ruary by Rachel Gokey and 
Tracy Quinlan. Gokey is a 
current council member and 
was recently terminated from 
her dual position as the Village 

clerk/treasurer. Quinlan was 
the former Village president, 
zoning administrator, and code 
enforcer. She lost the presiden-
tial position in the November 
election to Nile Hayden, and 
then was recently terminated 
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It’s turtle time
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Why did the turtle cross 
the road? To get to the oth-
er side. With spring around 
the corner, turtles are rous-
ing from their long winter’s 
nap and are on the move—
slowly. The Michigan De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources has launched a new 
program to help our turtle 
friends live safely and sur-
vive their spring trek across 
area roads in their search 
for mates, nesting sites and 
new places to colonize. In 
the summer of 2020, biol-
ogy students from MSU 
took to the “fields” where 
they gathered and tagged 
an estimated 10,000 turtles. 
This project is part of a new 

pilot program funded by a 
grant from the federal gov-
ernment and private donors. 
The “tags” are actually a 
high tech tiny chip contain-
ing a GPS tracking system 
to monitor their movements 
throughout three Michigan 
counties, including Kent, 
Montcalm and Newaygo. 

Turtles are on the move 
shortly after waking from 
their winter hibernation. 
With increased traffic due 
to more development in ru-
ral areas, their destination 
to the other side has be-
come more dangerous each 
year.  If you see a turtle in 
the road, and it is safe to 
pull over, put on your flash-

ers and you can be a part 
of the Turtle Rescue Force 
and lend a helping hand 
by moving them across the 
road. Remember, put them 
on the side they are facing 
so they do not venture into 
the roadway again.

Michigan residents are 
encouraged to participate 
and may get some quick 
cash in the form of a check 
from the DNR. Participants 
in the program need only to 
download the turtle rescue 
app produced and provided 
by the MDNR. If you help 
a turtle along, all you need 
to do is scan the back of 
the turtle with your phone 
with the turtle app and a 

signal will be sent to the 
state wildlife department. 
There they will know if the 
turtle was in the road, where 
it was located, and when it 
was moved. At that time the 
turtle database will enter 
your name and address into 
the system and a monetary 
reward for your effort will 
be sent to you. These re-
wards will vary from $10 
to $100 per person for each 
turtle rescued from the dan-
ger of four wheelers. 

If you aide a crossing tur-
tle whether tagged or not, 
you can still get a quick pic 
and receive publicity for be-
ing a turtle hero. Just send 

It’s Turtle Time!
Turtle love is on the move
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95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Some historians speculate that 
April Fools’ Day dates back to 
1582, when France switched 

from the Julian calendar to the 
Gregorian calendar.

West Michigan Vaccine clinic expands 
vaccine availability to all 16 and older
Additional non-clinical volunteers are needed to support this effort

Odyssey of the 
mind team takes 
second at state

The Red Hawk Elementary School’s Odyssey of the Mind 
team showed off their creativity and placed first at their re-
gional competition, and second at their state competition 
held last weekend. The team will move on to compete at 
World Finals and are waiting to hear whether they will have 
an opportunity to compete in-person on Memorial weekend 
in Orlando, Florida. 

This year’s Michigan Odyssey of the Mind was virtual, 
which brought on extra problem solving and imagination 
for the team. We congratulate you on your hard work and 
dedication and wish you the best of luck at World Finals!

Team members include Blake Stump, Kaleb Russell, 
Luke Brown, Talon Smith, and Quentin Bliss. The team is 
coached by Rachel Stump and Kimberly Durkee.

Red Hawk Elementary Odyssey of the Mind team. Pictured L to R: 
Talon Smith, Quentin Bliss, Kaleb Russell, Luke Brown, and Blake 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., March 30, 2021 – The West 
Michigan Vaccine Clinic at DeVos Place, operated by Kent 
County, Spectrum Health and Mercy Health in collabora-
tion with Vaccinate West Michigan, is immediately expand-
ing vaccine availability to everyone 16 years and older.

The clinic operates by appointment only. Patients can 
now self-schedule online. To set up an appointment for 
someone ages 16 or 17 or for people who need special as-
sistance, please call 833.755.0696. A parent or guardian 
must accompany minors.

Additionally, non-clinical volunteers are needed to help 
support this expansion. Volunteers may assist with greeting 
clinic attendees, providing directional assistance, escorting 
attendees who need help, sanitizing and organizing sup-
plies, performing temperature checks and more. Volunteers 

need not have prior healthcare experience.
To begin the volunteer process, community members 

ages 18 and older are asked to complete a survey with Kent 
County Emergency Management, which is partnering to as-
sist with volunteer management at the clinic. Go to https://
kentcounty.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bdTpo7wUO-
j1gKj4.

Additionally, volunteers must not have any felonies or 
misdemeanors within the last ten years, have a valid driv-
er’s license with no suspensions in the past five years, and 
not had a fever or symptoms of the COVID-19 virus for 
at least 14 days prior to volunteering. The survey will in-
clude authorization for a routine background check. Upon 
completion, eligible volunteers will receive a confirmation 
email and instructions for signing up for available shifts.

Want to win some 
fast cash?

It’s quick. It’s easy. All you have to do is read the newspa-
per. That’s right! Read the stories and read the ads. Identify 
the fake display ad and the fake stories and you could win 
a fast $30! Email us at news@cedarspringspost.com with 
your guesses by Monday, April 5, at 5 p.m. Include your 
name, address and phone number in the email. Or you can 
drop off your entry at 36 E. Maple and put it in the mailbox 
outside the door. One winner will be chosen out of all the 
correct entries received by the deadline. We will call you 
to let you know you’ve won by Wednesday, April 7. And 
that’s no April Foolin’!

follow us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs 
POST Newspaper
6,799 people like this
6,997 people follow this

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/



Splash Pad 
announced

Cedar Springs City Manager, Mike Womack, 
announced this week the plans to install a long 
awaited splashpad in the City of Cedar Springs.  
“A splashpad has been an often-requested addi-
tion to our community,” Womack said, “so we 
decided to move it up on the project schedule.”  

This splashpad is part of the City’s ongoing 
investment into its parks, including the recent 
installation of free public WIFI in Morley Park 
and the Heart of Cedar Springs Park and a new 
off-leash dog area in Riggle Park.

To make room for the splashpad’s construc-
tion, the City will be using eminent domain to 
purchase and demolish a couple of downtown 
buildings, 90 North Main St. and 36 East Maple 
St. “I wanted to keep the splashpad right down-
town. These properties present the best location 
and this project will help redevelop that Main 

This weekend, an iconic building in 
Rockford will close its doors for good.  
The Michigan State Police Rockford Post, 
which was built as a Works Progress Ad-
ministration (WPA) Post in 1936, will con-
tinue its service with a purpose in a new lo-
cation starting Monday.  Its current location 
on Northland Drive was the main road go-
ing north until the construction of US-131.  
Now, the building has more than served its 
purpose and the post has become part of the 

Grand Rapids Consolidated Project of the 
Michigan State Police (MSP).

The new facility, located at 2290 4 Mile 
Road in Walker, will bring three MSP units 
together into one building. The Grand Rap-
ids Forensic Science Lab, Sixth District 
Headquarters, and Grand Rapids Post will 
now be co-located in a single, modern law 
enforcement complex, which will increase 
efficiency and decrease costs associated 
with maintaining and operating multiple, 

aging facilities. 
“We are excited to be in a state-of-the-art 

facility while continuing to provide quali-
ty service to the public,” stated F/Lt. Chris 
McIntire, Commander of the new Grand 
Rapids Post. “This move better serves our 
entire post area as it is close to the freeway 
and provides greater efficiency in provid-
ing service to Kent, Ottawa, and Muskegon 
Counties.”   

Work on the 100,000 square foot facil-

ity, constructed by Owen Ames and Kim-
ball Construction Company and Hobbs and 
Black Architects, began with groundbreak-
ing on August 16, 2018.  The Sixth District 
Headquarters is currently moving into the 
facility while the Forensic Science Lab and 
Computer Crimes Unit are scheduled to 
move in mid-April.  

No info has been released yet on what the 
plan is for the old building.

       VACCINE -  continues on page 14

The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, April 1, 2021   Page 3

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

POST “HigH”ligHTSPOST “HigH”ligHTS 

News ................................. first few pages

Church Connection ................after news

Arts & Entertainment ......... after church

Voices & Views ...... nowhere to be found

Easter ...................................in the center

Outdoors ...............................after Easter

Sports ............................... after Outdoors

Classifieds..............................after Sports

Business Directory ................same page

Legal Notices ............................next page

Tax Time ...............................after Legals

Shop Local ..............................back page

2020 Subscription Rate ...............$40 per year
3 Month Subscription ...........................................$15
6 Month Subscription ...........................................$25

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010 

published weekly, USPO third-class postal permit #81. 
The Queen: .................................Lois Allen
Hand of the Queen:  .................. Judy Reed
Grand Maester: ...........Ranger Steve Mueller
The Queen’s fool: ........... Belinda Sanderson
Masters of Whisperers:......... Melissa Kleyn,
........................................................Marybeth Ford
Master of Coin: ....................... Mary Randall

E-mail us at:  happenings@cedarspringspost.com
	 classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
 obits@cedarspringspost.com
 news@cedarspringspost.com
 sports@cedarspringspost.com
 design@cedarspringspost.com
 sales@cedarspringspost.com
 legals@cedarspringspost.com
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

www.cedarspringspost .com
Check out our website at:

PP      STSTTheThe
www.cedarspringspost.com

THE POST COVID HOURS:  Mon 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tues Noon to 5 p.m. | Wed Noon to 5 p.m. | Thur 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. | CLOSED Fridays

                                                     SPLASH -  continues on page 14

Michigan State Police Rockford Post to move

The new Grand Rapids Post on 4 Mile Rd in Walker. The MSP Rockford Post, shown here, will close its doors this weekend.

Spectrum Health, Health Dept. 
team up on COVID-19 vaccine
Up to 1,000 doses a day can be given at United Lifestyles location

To accommodate more pa-
tients getting the COVID-19 
vaccine, Spectrum Health 
United Hospital has moved 

its vaccination clinic from 
within the hospital to the 
Spectrum Health United 
Lifestyles building at Mar-

ketplace Shopping Center.
The first vaccine clinic at 

the new location occurred 
Friday with 400 people re-

ceiving the vaccine.
Jon Ashford, chief oper-

ating officer for Spectrum 
Health United and Kelsey 
Hospitals, said the clinic Fri-
day went very smooth.

“Our team did a great job 
in setting up the clinic,” he 
said. “We have more room 
to serve more people and it’s 
exciting to be able to ramp 
up distribution now that 
more people are eligible to 
receive the vaccine.”

More than 1600 people 
were scheduled to be vacci-
nated at the new site March 
29 and April 2.

Mid-Michigan Dis-
trict Health Department is 
partnering with Spectrum 
Health in pooling its vaccine 
doses for additional commu-
nity distribution.

After evaluating vaccina-
tion data, especially that in 



ROBERT J. SNOW 
Robert J. Snow, age 86 
of Ensley Township, 
Sand Lake, passed 
away Monday, 
March 29, 2021 
Bob was born 
to Robert and 
Marie (Verburg) 
Snow on July 
7, 1934 in Sand 
Lake. He graduated 
from Howard 
City High School in 
1952 and married his h i g h 
school sweetheart February 13, 1954. Bob 
enjoyed his family, fishing, deer hunting 
trips, snowmobiling, antique tractor rides 
and restoration, gardening, bicycling and 
playing euchre. Surviving are his wife, Jean 
(Kinney) Snow; children, Donald (Deb) 
Snow of Belmont and Baptist Lake, Denise 
Snow of Cedar Springs, James Snow of 
Grand Ledge, Brian (Gail) Snow of Ensley 
Center, Diane (Dana) Spence of East 
Lansing; grandchildren, Jaclyn (Jeremy) 
DenOuden, Andrew and Hannah Snow, 
Michele (Anton) Dimovski, Jeffrey Heiss, 
Patrick and Adam Snow, Claudia, Noel, 
Owen and Allison Spence; step grandson, 
Sean O’Dell; great grandchildren, Ramona, 
Henry and Calvin DenOuden, Landon 
Dimovski; step-great grandchildren, 
Bryson and Kaden O’Dell; sisters-in-law, 
Joan (Kinney) Timmer, Mary Ann (Kinney) 
Douglass and Garnet (Jerry) (Kinney) 
Kaiser. Preceded by sister, Carolyn 
Hartway; sister-in-law, Donna (Kinney) 
Adams and grandson, Kyle Snow. The 
family will greet friends Monday, April 
5 from 5-8 p.m. at Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home in Cedar Springs Mass of 
Christian Burial on Tuesday, April 6 at St. 
Bartholomew Church, Newaygo at 11:00 
a.m. with one hour visitation prior to Mass. 
Interment St. John’s Cemetery in Ensley 
Township. Memorial contributions to Love 
INC of Newaygo County.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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Church ConnectionChurch ConnectionChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 9:30 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

ObituaryObituaryFrom the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories

Thank YouThank You

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

THANK YOU
I would like to thank everyone for all the 
love. I have received so many cards and 
gifts that I will treasure everyday. I had two 
suprise birthday parties, one from my family 
and the other by Lake Side Restaurant. 
Turning 100 was a blessing. Thank you so 
much.

Love,
Virginia Fisher

Rev. Bobby GrayRev. Bobby Gray
SOLID ROCK WORSHIP CENTERSOLID ROCK WORSHIP CENTER

11862 Shaner Ave NE, Cedar Springs11862 Shaner Ave NE, Cedar Springs

KEEP DIGGING 
 

Years ago, I heard a pastor rehearse a unique story about an acquaintance. 
The man had been country-born, country-bred, and, as he said, “When I 
die, I will be country-dead.” The gentleman had a unique spin on life. He 
left the farm and pursued higher education and went on to become a very 
wealthy entrepreneur. Late in life he decided to go back and purchase the 
old home place. The house his father built many years before was now in 
disrepair. Weeds and debris covered the yard as well as the entire acreage 
that had once been the family farm. He hired the finest architects to design 
the restoration.

While they were busy with the renovation and restoration of the home 
place, he secured some local well-diggers to re-dig the old shallow well on 
the property. The man remembered when he was just a small boy that his 
father had dug this well himself. Through the years of his growing up, it 
had served the family. Yet, now, it had long since been filled with all kinds 
of rubbish and rubble. Many years had passed since it had been functional.

After several days away from the work himself, the gentleman revisited 
the site. The men informed him the well had successfully been re-dug. He 
went over and looked at the pile of debris they had excavated. He turned 
to the foreman on the job and said, “Sir, I regret to inform you that the task 
is not yet completed. You have not actually dug to the bottom yet. Please 
keep digging.”

He went back to the city for several days and upon his return was again 
told the well had been re-dug, additional refuse had been removed from the 
old well. Again, he passed the foreman and said, “Keep digging. You still 
have not reached the bottom.”

On his third visit back to the home place, the foreman told him, “Sir, we 
have completely re-dug this well. We simply cannot dig any deeper.” Upon 
inspection of the dregs last hauled out with this last excavation, the owner 
nodded his head in agreement.

The foreman, almost in jest, said, “You never looked in the well. You 
only looked at the trash heap. How do you know we really completed the 
job this time?”

The old gentleman walked over to the top of the most recent pile of debris 
and picked up the old rusty and dilapidated remains of a teakettle. He said, 
“You see this teakettle? I was just a little boy the day my father completed 
this well and told us it was filling with water. For some mysterious and mis-
chievous reason, I slipped out and threw this teakettle into the well to hear 
it splash at the bottom. Needless to say, I was in trouble with my mother 
when she discovered her teakettle was gone. When the digging began, I 
knew this simple fact: since that teapot was the first thing that fell into the 
well, it would be the last thing that came out.”

I wonder what the teapot is in our well that needs to be extracted.
Ephesians 4:31-32: “Get rid of all bitterness, rage, and anger, brawling 

and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate 
to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Maybe we have dug several times trying to get “to the bottom of things.” 
Life has a way of sometimes stepping on you. It has its own rhythm of 
“catch and release.” Things can get in our spirits. God’s kids sometimes 
have a way of getting under our skin. If they stay there, they will fester, and 
then there is trouble. How do we clean out our well? There is nothing to do 
but keep digging until we get to the teapot. If it does not get in our spirit, it 
cannot control our destiny.

 The point of the story and verse: Keep digging!
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Every person should have a special 
cemetery lot in which to bury the
faults of friends and loved ones.

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

Ephesians 4:32
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

ObituaryObituary

Church ConnectionChurch Connection
is online @

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/
churchconnection/

Don’t want to leave the house 
to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering
3 month, 6 month, or 
12 month 
subscriptions 

3 month subscription for .....$15 
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40

Check one, fill out form below, and send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. Or drop off in our dropbox outside the POST at 36 E. Maple St. 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST

Mortgage & 
Home Equity 

Ask Us About How Our Mortgages 
& Home Equity are the Perfect Fit

Federally Insured by NCUA
NMLS #372758

Call Us at 888.336.3490
Email information@mykccu.com

To Learn More

LINDA KAY 
VELTING

Linda Kay Velting 
74 of Newaygo 
died Wednesday, 
March 24, 2021at 
Spectrum Health 
Big Rapids 
Hospital. She was 
born March 21, 1947 
in Grand Rapids, the 
daughter of James & 
Jean (Curtiss) McGee. She loved 
her family and grandchildren and will be 
missed. Surviving are her husband, Carl 
whom she married May 11, 1963; children, 
Carl (Dana) Velting, Brien (Stacey) Velting, 
Alan Velting, Shane Velting; grandchildren, 
Carl Jr, Joshua (Tonya), Christopher, 
Levi (Emilie), Sean, Alexis (Ricky 
Mohnke), Bryar, Alanah Velting; 7 great-
grandchildren; siblings, Ken (Melissa) 
McGee, Sharon (Rick) Leach, Jim (Sandy) 
McGee; brother-in-law, Don (Deb) Velting. 
She was preceded in death by son, David 
and grandson, Nathan. The family greeted 
friends Saturday, March 27 until the time of 
service at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor Chuck Smith 
officiating. Interment Blythefield Memory 
Gardens. Memorial contributions may be 
made to the American Lung Association 
1475 E. 12 Mile Rd. Madison Heights, MI 
48071. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs



theTable returns to The Springs 
Church
Apr. 1,15,22,29: theTable at The Springs church will be 
serving meals again! Thursdays, April 1 and 15 at 5:30 
pm. Our first meals will be every two weeks, then weekly. 
You can find us on the corner of Oak & Grant Streets, 
Cedar Springs. Social distancing and safety procedures 
will be followed for the safety of our guests! Can’t wait 
to see you all again! #13-17b

Good Friday Walk to Remember
April 2: Good Friday Walk to Remember. Friday, April 
2nd at 12:00 Noon beginning at Resurrection Lutheran 
Church in Sand Lake. The walk is 1.5 miles long. If you 
wish to be a drive-in participant, we will be broadcasting 
on FM to your car radio. Face masks and social distancing 
will be required for walking participants. #12,13b

Easter Extravaganza
Apr. 3: The Cedar Springs Community will hold an Easter 
Extravaganza on Saturday, April 3rd from 1-3 pm in the 
Heart of Cedar Springs Park, 69 W. Maple St. Polaroids 
with Easter Bunny, Easter Egg Hunt, Hot Dog Lunch, 
Raffle Prizes and more. Take and Bake Easter Dinners 
for families in need while supplies last. #13

Family Movie Night at City Impact
Apr. 6: City Impact will be hosting a Family Movie Night 
on Tuesday, April 6th. Doors open at 5:30 and the movie 
“Yes Day” starts promtly at 6 pm. FREE admission. 
Concessions available for purchase. #13

Family Fun Fundraiser
Apr. 8: Spring Break Family Fun Fundraiser to raise 
money for the City Impact expansion will be held at 
Skate Estate, 19224 M-46, Howard City, on Thursday, 
April 8th from 3-6 pm. $10 per person includes skates. 
Roller blades are $2 extra. 50/50 raffle, door prizes, 
concessions for sale.  #13
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKEoof thef theWeekWeek
ARTS & ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/hometown-happenings/

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper
6,799 people like this
6,997 people follow this

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

TurtleTurtle
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

ARTS & ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/artsentertainment/

is online @
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/

artsentertainment/

22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Monday-Friday 11am-9pm | Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm | Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Join Us for BrUnch 

BLOODY MARY’S 
and MIMOSAS 

are HANDCRAFTED 
BY OUR 

BARTENDERS 
Especially for you.

EvEry satUrday and 
sUnday from 10am-2pm

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

APRIL 16 & 17APRIL 16 & 17

PLAY TICKETS: PLAY TICKETS: 
$12 - 13 YRS & UP,  $12 - 13 YRS & UP,  

$6 - 12 YRS & UNDER$6 - 12 YRS & UNDER

Showing DIGITAL Movies at the

OPENING APRIL 9TH!OPENING APRIL 9TH!

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY: 3:00PM 
& 6:00PM 
SUNDAY: 3:00PM

TicketsTickets

  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

Opening 
Opening 

to limited 
to limited 

capacitycapacity

Seating limited to 50 per show. Masks required. Sanitizing between shows.

APRIL 9 • 10 • 11APRIL 9 • 10 • 11
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LIVE on StageLIVE on Stage

More Easter jokes
Christmas does come before Easter in one place—but where? 
The dictionary!
What’s the best way to make Easter easier? Put an “i” where 
the “t” is.
How does Easter end? With an “R”!
Where does Easter take place every year? Where eggs marks 
the spot!
How can you make Easter preparations go faster? Use the eggs-
press lane!
What should you do to prepare for all the Easter treats? Eggs-
ercise!
What kind of jewelry is the best Easter gift? A 14-carrot gold 
necklace.
What kind of bean can’t grow in a garden? A jelly bean.
What happens if you get married on Easter? You live hoppily 
ever after.
What do you call a rabbit with fleas? Bugs Bunny.
What do you get when you pour hot water into a rabbit hole? 
Hot cross bunnies.
What did the Easter Bunny say to the carrot? Nice gnawing 
you.
What is Easter Bunny’s favorite kind of music? Hip-hop!
What do you get if you give an Easter Bunny a pair of socks? 
A sock hop!
How does an Easter Bunny keep his fur looking so good? Hare 
spray.
What’s the Easter Bunny’s favorite restaurant? IHOP.
Why was the Easter Bunny so sad? He was having a bad hare 
day.
How does the Easter Bunny stay in shape? He eggs-ercises.
How does the Easter Bunny stay fit? Hare-obics.
How does the Easter Bunny travel? By hare-plane.
How do you write a letter to an Easter Bunny? Use hare-mail!
What do you call an Easter Bunny with a bad memory? A hare-
brain!
What do you call an Easter Bunny who gets kicked out of 
school? Egg-spelled.
What the Easter Bunny’s favorite dance move? The bunny hop.
What kind of bunny can’t hop? A chocolate bunny.
What’s the Easter Bunny’s favorite sport? Basket-ball.
What kind of rabbit tells jokes? A funny bunny.
Why couldn’t the Easter Bunny watch his favorite show? 
Because his TV was scrambled!
Did you hear about the bunny who sat on a bumblebee? It’s a 
tender tail!
Where does the Easter Bunny get his eggs? From an eggplant.
What did the Easter bunny say about the Easter parade? It was 
eggs-cellent.
What do you get if you cross Winnie the Pooh and the Easter 
Bunny? A honey bunny.

your turtle selfie in to The Cedar Springs Post or email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com and The Post will run your 
photo in the local newspaper and send you a bonafide cer-
tificate and membership in our Turtle Rescue Club.

Also, you can report turtle sightings to www.HIHerpAtlas.org 
and measure changes or trends in their populations. Remember, 
turtles are not only fun, they play an important role in the natural 
environment by contributing to the ecological systems as preda-
tor and prey, according to the DNR.

The program will officially launch the first of April, 2021.

her grandma used to make. “She was a hippie in the 1960s, 
and made the best brownies, which she always shared with 
her friends. Actually, she still does. Now she just brings them 
to the nursing home instead.” 

And about those balloon rides—how does that work?
“Anyone who buys $200 worth of product gets to take up 

our hot air balloon for a flight over the city,” she explained. 
“It’s a great way to have a party and see the beautiful area 
while enjoying our product. And you don’t need any special 
training to take it up—except maybe on how to use the re-
mote control. Sometimes the up button gets stuck, and some-
times the speed of descent is a little tricky, but for the most 
part, people walk away alive. It gets their heart pumping.”

Roach said they have one other store but chose Cedar 
Springs to expand their business because the people here 
seem to be the type that would not only appreciate the or-
ganic alternative, but like to have some fun, too. “You can 
be healthy and still do some wild and crazy things. Why take 
an expensive vacation when you can just trip right here at 
home?”

The store is open today from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Give them a 
call at 1-800-April-Fools and they will get your order ready!

ShopShop
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Cedar Springs 
Community Easter 
Extravaganza

The Cedar Springs Community Easter Extravaganza will 
take place on Saturday, April 3, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the 
Heart of Cedar Springs Park behind the library. The event, 
which is being put on by Green Family and Friends and 
City Impact, is free to the public. There will be an Easter 
egg hunt, polaroid photos with the Easter bunny, hot dogs 
on the grill, raffle prizes, music, and lots of fun! The event 
is mask-friendly.
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in the comments we received.
5. Oreo Creme Eggs
Oreo Creme Eggs are a different type of creme egg than 

the traditional Cadbury’s Creme Eggs. They aren’t quite as 
high up the list as the originals, so they’ve got some work 
to do if they want the be reviled the way their cousins have 
been.

4. Cheeetos Sweetos Cinnamon Puffs
Somehow Cheetos Sweetos got labeled as Easter Candy, 

and it’s a weird entry. It gained enough votes to be the #4 
worst Easter candy though. Just thinking about the things 
that regular Cheetos do to my insides, I shudder to think 
what damage these sugar cinnamon puffs might cause.

3. Chocolate Bunnies (Solid). No movement this year.
Seems strange, right? Chocolate bunnies are one of the 

most iconic Easter candies. So what gives?
Solid chocolate bunnies are a buzz kill. You see a choco-

late Easter bunny and think how fun it will be to devour it. 
The thing is, solid chocolate Easter bunnies (as opposed to 
hollow) are just too much darn chocolate. It’s demoralizing. 
Here’s this giant, dense brick of chocolate.

2. Sour Patch Kids White Chocolate Bunny. 
So vile that they jumped all the way up to #2 on the list in 

their very first year of receiving votes. The white chocolate 
is enough for me personally to leave it aside. Adding sour 
gummy candy to creamy white chocolate is very unusual 
and I can see where people might not be loving that combo. 
It is different though, you gotta give ’em that!

1. Cadbury Creme Eggs. Reigning Champion.
As Easter candy goes, Cadbury Creme Eggs are one of 

the most well-known candies ever. There were the classic 
old commercial where the clucking bunny lays an egg and 
it’s a Cadbury Creme egg. The thing is, they’re just awfully 
horrible to actually eat.
The 10 BEST Easter Candies

10. Hershey’s Fun-Sized Candy Bars with Easter 
Wrappers. New to the list

Your favorite Hershey candy bars in miniature form with 
Easter wrappers. 

9. Skittles-Filled Easter Eggs. Up from #10 last year.
Skittles Easter eggs combine the fun and re-sealability 

of candy in a plastic Easter egg, with the desirability of not 
being generic jelly beans. 

8. Robins Eggs from Whoppers. Down from #7 last 
year.

Robins Eggs are little Whoppers malt balls shaped like 
eggs and covered with a crispy candy shell. They are down 
a spot this year, but still a long time favorite Easter candy.

7. Kinder Joy Eggs Candy. Down from #4 last year.
Kinder Eggs haven’t been in the Easter candy lexicon 

very long, but they made a huge splash the last couple of 
years. Who doesn’t love a surprise toy inside of anything? 
And when that thing is yummy chocolate-y wafer balls 
floating in creamy candy goodness, it’s a win win.

6. Jelly Beans (Gourmet / Naturally-Flavored). Down 
from #5 last year.

Jelly beans did really well when they distinguished them-
selves as being gourmet or made with natural flavorings. 

5. Mallow Top Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups. New to 

Easter SundayEaster Sunday April 4, 2021

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

The Definitive ranking of worst and best Easter candies

Easter Candy Easter Candy 
Quick FactsQuick Facts
• Among those who celebrate Easter, 87% of plan on 

buying Easter candy
• For those who don’t celebrate Easter, 33% plan on 

buying Easter candy
• People will spend about $21 on average
• Total Easter spending is estimated to be over $18B 

in 2019
• 90 Million chocolate Easter bunnies are made each 

year
• 87% of parents will prepare Easter baskets for their 

kids
• 81% of them will steal some candy from their kids’ 

baskets.
When we did our Easter season surveys, we asked a 

whole lot of people about their favorite and least favor-
ite Easter candy. We got 16,000 responses. The results, 
as well as some of the respondents’ optional comments 
are included below.

From candystore.com

In case you didn’t know, Easter is a really big candy hol-
iday.

Did you know more is spent on candy for Easter histori-
cally than for Halloween itself? Depending on which data 
you look at, Easter is as big or bigger than even Hallow-
een--$2.6 billion in sales. It’s a silent monster.

Last year’s pandemic panic didn’t seem to stop people 
from celebrating. In 2021, people are more informed on 
Covid transmission and not going to be quite as locked 
down as they were in 2020. So we are hoping for a big-
ger candy season due to more get-togethers and Easter egg 
hunts.

Historically, however, of the people who do not even plan 
to celebrate Easter, 33% will still buy Easter candy.

That says a lot. There is some good stuff out there, peo-
ple.

But there is also some pretty bad stuff. We know because 
you’ve told us loud and clear what you don’t like. As we 
mentioned before, you have to be careful when asking peo-
ple about their least favorite holiday candy. It stirs up some 
deep emotions that can come out in an unfiltered rage.

Worst Easter Candy
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this article are the 

author’s only and in no way reflect the opinions of Candy-
Store.com.
The 10 Worst Easter Candies

10. Jelly Beans (Generic). Down from #9 last year.
Rounding off the top ten are generic brand jelly beans. 

They are not universally hated for Easter. it’s just that peo-
ple prefer higher quality jelly beans these days.

9. Chocolate Crosses. Down from #6 last year.
Chocolate crosses are becoming less unpopular, mov-

ing from the #6 spot last year to #9. Much of the backlash 
against them seems to come from people trying to square 
the idea of turning a torture device into a yummy chocolate 
treat.

8. Chicks & Rabbits Marshmallow Candy. Down from 
#5 last year.

I actually quite like these. It seems like most people are 
comparing them to circus peanuts. Circus peanuts are not 
good company to keep, if you’re trying to be popular. They 
were the #1 worst Halloween candy.

7. Bunny Corn / Easter Candy Corn. Down from #4 
last year.

Candy corn always places highly among the disliked can-
dy, but this year not quite as high. Strangely, they can often 
also place highly on the most liked list. It’s a highly disput-
ed candy type.

6. Peeps Easter Candy. Down from #2 last year.
Big jump this year for Peeps! There are several new en-

tries that have moved right up the list bumping off the old 
guard.

Peeps are a regular on our WORST holiday candy lists. 
They just don’t get much love outside the diorama art 
world. They tend to get compared to rubber or sugary foam 

the list.
How can you make Reese’s cups any better? You put a 

marshmallow top on them. Boom, genius. 
4. Foil-Wrapped Chocolate Eggs. Up from #8 last year.
Foil-wrapped chocolates made a nice jump up this year, 

re-entering the top 5 at #4.
3. Reese’s Peanut Butter Eggs. Down from #2 last year.
Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups are an absolute juggernaut in 

the candy world. 
2. Chocolate Bunnies (Hollow). Up from #3 last year.
Here is the quintessential Easter candy. Hollow chocolate 

bunnies are all the fun without any of the hard work or guilt 
involved with trying to eat a solid chocolate bunny.

1. Cadbury Mini Eggs. Wins again.
They were far and away the most popular Easter candy 

in our study. There is just something about these little eggs 
that is irresistible.

There you have it folks. Just like previous years, Cadbury 
continues to make both the #1 Best and the #1 Worst Easter 
candy.

Whatever your thoughts about Easter candy are, they 
likely include thinking about Cadbury’s brand. Winner of 
Easter: Cadbury.
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EASTER DIP -  continues on page 14

Easter SundayEaster Sunday April 4, 2021

NORTHTOWN 

6481 SW Greenville Rd, Greenville, Michigan  
Monday-Saturday 9am to 6pm 

OPEN: 

Furniture, Appliance, & Mattress

45

4-5 AGE GROUP4-5 AGE GROUP6-7 AGE GROUP6-7 AGE GROUP 8-10 AGE GROUP8-10 AGE GROUP

EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2021 WinnersEASTER COLORING CONTEST 2021 Winners

Ryker Smith
7 yrs old

Kendall Williams
5 yrs old

Collin Costa
9 yrs old

Once again, children 
from Cedar Springs and 
beyond have put crayon to 
paper to show their talent 
for the art of coloring in our 
annual Cedar Springs Post 
Easter Coloring Contest. 
This event is made possible 
thanks to our good friends 
at Northwest Kent Mechan-
ical who contribute each 
and every year. 

Due to the Covid 19 vi-
rus, we are making it safer 
for our winners by mailing 
them their prizes.

First place winner in the 
4-5 yrs., 5-year-old Kend-
all Williams of Comstock 
Park, MI. First place in 
8-10 yrs., 9-year-old Collin 
Costa of Fort Mohave, AZ. 
Finally, first place in the 6-7 
yrs., age group is future art-
ist, 7-year-old Ryker Smith 
of Cedar Springs. 

Happy Easter everyone!

Easter Dip Goodness
(Culinary.net) Easter is 

about coming together with 
loved ones, enjoying beauti-
ful spring weather and eating 
your family’s favorite foods. 
The kids will be playing, 
adults will be chatting and 
all will be patiently waiting 
for the table to be set. 

If you’re visiting and mak-
ing memories with family 
and friends you haven’t seen 
in a while, there are few 
things better than diving into 
a marvelous Easter spread. 

While eyeing the table, 
you notice all the colors 
popping off the dishes. 
Fruits and veggies make 
the feast come to life, but a 
warm Easter dip paired with 

rolls for dipping is a perfect 
way to start the festivities. 

These Easter Bunny Rolls 
with Spinach Dip are as 
eye-catching as they are 
delicious. Not only will the 
kids love its shape, but the 
layers of taste will wow your 
Easter crowd. 

To make this recipe, start 
by combining a 16-ounce 
package of frozen spinach, 
cream cheese and garlic in 
a skillet. Once heated, add 
mayonnaise, salt, onion 
powder, chili powder and 
Italian seasoning. 

Add in Parmesan and 
mozzarella cheeses then stir 
until combined. 

Next, roll out crescent 

rolls. Stretch the dough then 
cut into 24 rolls. 

Form the bunny shape 
and scoop your spinach dip 
mixture into the center of the 
bunny and its ears. Sprinkle 
the spinach dip with mozza-
rella cheese before baking at 
375 F for 18 minutes. 

This dish is made for a 
crowd, served warm and full 
of cheesy goodness. You can 
watch as your family dips 
into the spinach and one-by-
one, before you know it, the 
rolls will have disappeared 
and the dip will be devoured. 

Find more Easter recipes 
at Culinary.net.
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(Culinary.net) Warmer days at the start of spring mean 
Easter is almost here, and the big bunny himself will be 
hopping around in no time delivering goodies. 

This Easter, celebrate with your loved ones with a de-
licious and colorful Easter Bunny Butt Cake. It can bring 
smiles and laughter while putting everyone in a light, joyful 
mood.

This cake is fun and bright with a fluffy, moist interior. 
Complete with chocolate candy eggs, shredded coconut 
and chocolate chips for little bunny toes, this recipe goes 
all out to paint a picture of the Easter bunny. 

Start by combining whole eggs, egg whites, cream of co-
conut, crushed pineapple, coconut extract and vanilla ex-
tract. 

In a food processor, pulse flour, sugar, baking powder and 
salt. Then add butter gradually, 6 tablespoons at a time, for 
a total of 12 tablespoons. 

Add dry mixture to a mixing bowl then add egg mixture 
half at a time. Beat until cake batter is formed. 

Fill muffin tins 2/3 full and bake 18-20 minutes. The re-
maining batter goes into an oven-safe bowl to bake for 1 
hour, 40 minutes. 

The buttercream frosting is made with powdered sugar, 
butter, milk, vanilla extract and coconut extract.

Assemble the cake using pretzel sticks to blend it togeth-
er to make the bunny butt shape. Frost the cake and spread 
shredded coconut over it to create a textured appearance. 
Stick chocolate chips on the bunny’s feet to create toes. 
Place your favorite Easter or bunny candies around the cake 
for extra garnish. 

This cake is worth every step. It’s delicious and as cute as 
can be, plus it’s perfect for dessert after a big Easter dinner. 

Find more creative and scrumptious holiday recipes at 
Culinary.net.

Easter Bunny Butt Cake
Servings: 10-12
 Nonstick cooking spray
2  eggs, plus 4 egg whites, at room temperature
3/4  cup cream of coconut
1/2 cup crushed pineapple, drained
2 teaspoons coconut extract
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 1/4 cups flour
1 cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
12 tablespoons unsalted butter, at room temperature

Buttercream Frosting: 
3          cups powdered sugar
2          sticks unsalted butter, softened
3          tablespoons milk
1          teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2       teaspoon coconut extract

4 thin pretzel sticks
1 bag (10 ounces) sweetened shredded coconut
8 drops green food coloring
2 large round chocolate candy melts
6 chocolate chips
mini candy-coated chocolate eggs, for garnish

Heat oven to 325 F. 

Line muffin pan with four paper liners. Spray oven-safe 
glass bowl with nonstick cooking spray.

In large bowl, whisk eggs, egg whites, cream of coconut, 
pineapple, coconut extract and vanilla extract until com-
bined. 

In food processor, pulse flour, sugar, baking powder and 
salt until combined. Add 6 tablespoons butter. Pulse until 
combined. Add remaining butter. Pulse until coarse meal 
forms.

In large mixing bowl, add coarse flour butter meal. Add 
half of egg mixture. Beat 1-2 minutes. Add remaining egg 
mixture; beat until combined.

Fill each muffin cup 2/3 full. Bake 18-20 minutes, or until 
done. Cool completely.

Pour remaining batter into prepared oven-safe bowl. 
Bake 1 hour, 40 minutes, or until done. Cool completely.

To make buttercream frosting: In large bowl, add pow-

dered sugar and butter; beat until fluffy. Add milk, vanilla 
extract and coconut extract; beat until creamy.

Turn bowl upside-down on cake stand until cake removes 
from bowl. If cake needs leveled, turn cake over and trim 
to flatten. Frost cake.

Remove wrappers from cupcakes. Using two pretzel 
sticks, press into base of cupcakes and anchor to bottom 
rim of bowl cake to create bunny feet. Frost feet.

Take third cupcake and cut muffin top off. Cut muffin top 
in half. Using one pretzel stick, anchor one muffin top half 
at bottom of full cupcake to form toes. Repeat with second 
muffin top half for other foot. Frost toes.

Attach final cupcake with remaining pretzel stick to butt 
area of cake to make tail. Frost tail.

Apply 1 1/2 cups shredded coconut all over cake. Press 
chocolate candy melts into bottoms of bunny feet to resem-
ble foot pads. Add chocolate chips to resemble pads for 
toes.

Place remaining coconut in plastic bag. Add green food 
coloring. Toss in bag until coconut is colored. Spread 
around base of cake for grass. Decorate grass with choc-
olate eggs. 

Tips: Spoon flour into dry measuring cup and level off 
excess. Scooping directly from bag compacts flour, result-
ing in dry baked goods. Add 1 tablespoon additional milk if 
frosting is too stiff. Keep adding until desired consistency.

A Hoppy Easter CakeA Hoppy Easter Cake



One hundred years ago 
Wednesday (March 30), the 
Michigan Department of 
Conservation—the precur-
sor to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es—was created as part of 
a state government reorga-
nization effort by then Gov. 
Alex Groesbeck.

The legislation approved 
a century ago combined 
numerous components of 
state government into the 

departments of agriculture, 
industrial and labor, and 
conservation.

“That was a time when 
the conservation movement 
and the fish and wildlife 
movement across the coun-
try was just kind of getting 
born,” said DNR Director 
Dan Eichinger.

In Michigan, those early 
Department of Conserva-
tion efforts focused on res-
toration of damaged land-

scapes and the recovery of 
game species and the hab-
itats they live within. That 
work would characterize 
much of the new depart-
ment’s activities over its 
first 100 years.

Eichinger said the De-
partment of Conservation 
was created to be a hub 
where several state func-
tions could be housed, 
managed and provided for. 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve (Mueller)

April Cuts Corners

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 10  Thursday, April 1, 2021

               DNR -  continues on page 13

     CORNERS -  continues on page 15

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

WHITE CREEK LUMBER
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18
9-Pc.
Reciprocating
Saw Blade
Kit
Includes 2 each:
656R, 624R, 818R,
810R blades and a
960R blade.
Includes a durable
cloth pouch.
3771151

$ 99

2
7-In. Structo-Cast® Rafter
Angle Square
For finding both 45- and 90-degree angles.
Diagonal edge has markings for laying out
rafters, roof trim and stair angles.
1271196

$ 49

17
3-Pc. Paint
Brush Set
For all paints and
interior or
exterior use.
Includes two trim
brushes: 1" XL-
Dale, 1-1/2" XL-
Glide and a all-
purpose brush 2'
XL-Sprig.
2732634

$ 49

5
2-In. x 60-Yds. Pro Grade
Duct Tape
Aggressive adhesive that conforms and
bonds to any surface. Water resistant and
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13861 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010
or Fax: 616-696-2715

OPEN Mon-Fri 7:30am - 6pm, 
Saturday 7:30am - 4pm

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly

Quantities are limited.  While supplies last.

www.whitecreeklumber.com
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DNR celebrates 100 years 
of conservation success
From restoration and recovery to resiliency and relevancy

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Director Dan Eichinger is shown on a hunting walk with his 
dog. Photo from Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

A blue jay will take a seed and then fly out of sight. By Darren Swim 
- Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=2918281

Ranger Steve

One can learn common 
behaviors of animals by 
spending time with them 
observing. I enjoy horse-
back riding and learned 
each horse has unique be-
haviors. Decades ago, I 
rode a horse named April 
and learned she had a habit 
of cutting corners too tight-
ly when cantering. I needed 
to head rein her to make 
wide turns on the trail.

One time when canter-
ing through the Manistee 
national forest I forgot to 
make sure she made a wide 
arch at a curve in the trail 
until it was too late. She cut 
close to a tree and I knew 
my knee was going to hit 
the tree. Quickly I brought 
my leg up over the horse’s 
rump. Not quick enough 
and when my knee connect-
ed with the tree it knocked 
me off April. I rolled under 
her summersaulting. April 
continued on the trail and I 

rolled forward off the trail.
The person behind me 

said I went under the horse 
and it looked like I was get-
ting kicked by the horse’s 
legs. All the riders stopped 
as did April. Somehow, she 
avoided kicking me and my 
summersaults protected me 
from injury. I remounted 
and our trail ride contin-
ued. I never forgot on future 
rides that April cut corners.

Daily, watch bird behav-
ior around the bird feeders. 
Each species has unique 
mannerisms for retriev-
ing seeds and eating them. 
Some take a seed and fly 
out of sight like the Blue 
Jay. Finches stay on the 
feeder to eat seed after seed 
until they are displaced with 
aggressive behavior by oth-

er birds. Chickadees and tit-
mice take one seed and fly 
to a nearby branch where 
they peck through the sun-
flower hull to gain access to 
the seed heart. 

Their behavior of pecking 
breaks the bark on branches. 
Now that spring has arrived 
the tree wounds bleed sap. 
I notice patches of sugar 
water staining the sidewalk 
under the sugar maple tree, 
but I do not see where the 
bleeding sap stains the leaf 
cover under the tree. 

We are experiencing 
freezing nights with warm 
days. Sap continues to flow 
upward during the night and 
seeps from branch wounds. 
As it drips, the sweet sug-
ar water freezes and forms 

Once in a blue frog
by Lois Allen

This frog is a fluke. At least 
that’s what the DNR says. Rus-
sell Hielman of Spencer Town-
ship called our office last week 
to say he had found a blue 
frog. Blue frog do you say? Of 
course we had to go and take 
a look.

It had been spotted on Thurs-
day by Russell’s 17-year-old 
daughter Rachel and her cous-
in Derek (18 yrs.) sitting on a 
rock basking in the afternoon 
sun. But catching a frog in a 
pond can be risky business. 
So they called in the experts, 
9 ½-year-old brother Russell 
Jr. and his buddy 11-year-old 
Nick.

The two boys were definitely 
up to the “blue frog capturing 
challenge.” What red-blooded 
American boy wouldn’t be? 
And, as you can plainly see, 
they were successful in their 

mission. Not only did they 
return with the coveted blue 
frog, they caught a green one 
for comparison. Good work 
boys!

Excited with their unique 
blue amphibian specimen, 
Russell Sr. called the DNR 
where they asked him if they 
lived near a zoo. According to 
the experts at the Department 
of Natural Resources, there are 
no blue frogs native to Michi-
                    FROG -  continues on page 13

Young Russell Hielman shows off 
his one-in-a-billion blue frog.

Blue frog and green friend.
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Our Services: 
• Short-Term Rehabilitation  
• Skilled Nursing  
• Long-Term Care  
• Hospice Care  
• Respite Stays  
• Cardiac Rehab Services 
• Stroke Rehab Services 

WHO IS MISSION POINT HEALTHCARE SERVICES? 

With 20 facilities across the state, we are never far away. 
Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day. 

Mission Point Healthcare Services is a full service health care management company located 
throughout the Detroit-Metro, greater Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan regions. 
Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
consisting of over 1,690 skilled nursing beds. Mission Point’s services offered are physical 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing care, wound care, hospice care, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
have individualized goals to help them return to their 
prior level of function and to return home safe and 
independently. 

m i s s i o n p o i n t h e a l t h c a r e . c o m  
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Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

WINTER 20/21

400 Jeffrey St. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319 | (616) 696-0170

Athletes of the Month 
is brought to you by: 

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Darrah Miller
Parents: Brandon and Christine 
Miller
Darrah has really blossomed 
this season as a leader and on 
the offensive and defensive 
end of the floor. She is currently 
leading the team in rebounds 
and steals and is tied for second 
in scoring average. She currently 

has a 3.98 Cumulative GPA through 2.5 years of HS

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Kaelyn Colclasure
Parents: Preston and Chrissy
Kaelyn is the floor leader of 
this team. She is relied on 
heavily to not only handle the 
ball and score offensively, but 
always gets a tough defensive 
assignment as well. She is a 
4-year varsity basketball player. 

She leads the team in overall efficiency and assists and 
is tied for second in scoring on the team. Kaelyn has a 
3.5 overall GPA through 3.5 years of HS.

Golf and get healthy at the 
same time

Bowling finals
Two Cedar Springs bowlers competed at the State level 

the weekend of March 26. 
Unfortunately, Cody Marshall, from the boys team, was 

not able to compete because of covid tracing. The girls 
competing were Chloe Fisk and Nicole Baker. The girls 
battled and bowled well and finished in the top 60. Con-
gratulations to Nicole for making it to State her senior year.

Wishing all our Senior bowlers amazing futures. Looking 
forward to seeing our bowlers next season.

Cheer takes sixth at state finals

Winter all conference 
athletes

GIRLS BASKETBALL:  
Kaelyn Colclasure
Avery Sparling
Darrah Miller

WRESTLING:               
 Keaton Klaasen
Trevor Marsman
 Nolan Myers

BOYS BASKETBALL:    
Honorable Mention: 
Aiden Brunin

COMPETITIVE CHEER:  
Sophia Dault
Kathryn Roth
Abbey Salisbury
Paige Castor
Lauren Sherburn
Jasmine Zimmer
Honorable Mention:
Sarah Adkison 
Hannah Wright

BOWLING:                    
Ethan Plummer
Cody Marshall
Chloe Fisk
Nicole Baker
Honorable Mention:
Kayla Walters

The Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer take placed sixth at the state finals last weekend. Courtesy photo.

For the third year in a row, 
the Cedar Springs Compet-
itive Cheer team earned a 
spot on the big blue mat at 
the Division Two State Fi-
nals Championship Compe-
tition. The top eight teams 
from the state met at the 
Breslin Center at Michigan 
State University, on Sat-
urday, March 27, to battle 
for the coveted first place 
trophy.

The Lady Red Hawks 
kicked off the event with 
a solid round one perfor-
mance, but when scores 
were announced, they 
found themselves at the bot-
tom of the pack with a score 

of 225.9. But the tenacity 
of Team 2021 could not 
be shaken. They stepped 
onto the mat for round two, 
more determined than ever 
and clawed their way to 6th 
place with a score of 222.2.

A nervous energy filled 
the stadium during round 
three and impacted every 
team. Stunts were dropped 
by most of the teams and 
ours was no exception. At 
the end of the competition, 
the eight teams huddled on 
the floor of the Breslin Cen-
ter and anxiously awaited 
the announcement of the 
scores. Not one team felt se-
cure in their standings. The 

CSHS Lady Red Hawks 
leapt to their feet in excite-
ment when their name was 
announced as earning 6th 
place with a round three 
score of 309.3 and an over-
all score of 757.42.

The talent of the teams 
participating in the event 
was astounding and to have 
had an opportunity to com-
pete in the 2021 Michigan 
Division Two State Finals is 
a testament to the character 
of this team. Upon reflect-
ing upon the season, Coach 
Anne Olsweski offered the 
following comments. 

“I can honestly say that 
this was the toughest season 

of my coaching career. And 
for clarification, it was not 
the girls! The abrupt starts 
and stops. The constant fear 
of contact tracing. Zoom 
practices! I wish we had 
more time with the fresh-
men who were just starting 
to get it and with the seniors 
who I have been on some 
crazy roads with these last 
few years—you will all 
leave a huge hole in my 
heart! You can do anything 
you put your mind to and 
this season proved it!” 

Congratulations Team 
2021! #UNITED

A new type of golf invented during 
the pandemic has made a sport that was 
once a rich man’s game accessible to 
everyone. And it offers a great way to 
get outdoors and get healthy!

Street golf takes advantage of what 
nature has to offer—mainly potholes 
on local streets—and puts them to good 
use. “I used to complain all the time 
about those gaping holes in the road,” 
said Brenda Smith, a local woman who 
found street golf to be her new obses-
sion. “Now I can’t wait to get outside 
and see how many hole-in-ones I can 
get!”

Smith often challenges her neighbors 
as well. “We have a 36-hole course if 

                                      GOLF -  continues on page 13

we play all the way around the block,” 
she explained.

One of the things she likes about it is 
you don’t need any special equipment. 

“You don’t need to buy expensive 
golf clubs and balls. You can use things 
you already have around the house—
bouncy balls, ping pong balls, hard-
boiled eggs, even rocks. Of course, 
some neighbors get a little fussy when 
the rocks go through their windows, 
though,” she said with a grin. 

“And as far as clubs, pick out a good, 
strong tree limb, a wooden plank, or 
broom handle. I even know a guy who 

Brenda Smith shows us her street golf hole-
in-one.

Street golf is for all ages and can take place anywhere, using any kind of equipment.



Petree – 4-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Petree! This 
lovely young lady can 
be a bit shy at first, 
but with patience and 
love you’ll win over 
this sweetheart in no 
time! She will sit and 
wait perfectly at the 
door, is super gentle 
when getting into her 
harness and taking 
treats. She’d prefer to be the center of attention as your 
only baby, furry or otherwise, but she LOVES people! 
Petree is deaf, but she still likes to run and play just like 
any other pup. (And who could resist that heart nose!) 
Would you like to give this little lover a home?

Petree is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. To learn more about adopting, please 
visit: www.hswestmi.org

Benny Button – 1-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 

Meet Benny Button! 
This 1-year-old 
sweetheart is as cute 
as a button and is sure 
to steal your heart! She 
has successfully lived 
with other cats in the 
past and is looking for 
a home that will give 
her the time and space 
to warm up slowly. 

Benny Button is available for adoption at Humane 
Society of West Michigan. To learn more about 
adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org
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FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK
HELPHELP

WANTEDWANTED

HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
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BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

Say: 
“I saw it in the POST!”
Help support Local businesses AND 

your local newspaper
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Classifieds 

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSICLASSIFIEDSFIEDS$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS
When you pay with

CA$H

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE 

CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

is looking for 
EXPERIENCED FINISHERS

and FORM SETTERS. 
Competitive wages, based on 

experience and skill level.
PLEASE CALL 

616.636.5453

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

HAPPY
EASTER

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

GARAGE - RUMMAGE SALES
Barn Sale: Home Décor & More. 
Thursday, April 1, Friday, April 2  
& Saturday April 3 from 8 am to 
5 pm. 1035 Jones Rd., Pierson, 
49339. #13p

Little Caesars now hiring 
all positions, starting up to 
$11.50/hour. Apply at 4116 
– 17 Mile Rd. #13-15p

Direct Care Position: Caring for 
others starts with you. Hiring 
part-time with some weekends 
for an Adult Foster Care Home 
Cedar Springs/Sand Lake area. 
Serious inquires call 616-696-
2400. #13,14p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb
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TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS 

FOR LAWN CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of lia-
bility insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continu-
ous basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash no later than May 1st.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branches, 
trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee by May 17th.
One third of lawn cutting fee by July 14th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in this 
bid and agree to perform the duties described. 
Additionally, the successful bidder will supply the 
Township Clerk with proof of liability insurance 
within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, Solon 
Township reserves the right to terminate this con-
tract with forty-eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
12, 2021.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

 Solon Township Clerk
 Lawn Care Bids
 15185 Algoma Avenue NE
 Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 11, 2021Dated: April 1, 2021

.COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
COURTLAND TWP 

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Courtland Township Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Courtland Township Hall, 7450 
– 14 Mile Road, Rockford, Michigan, 49341.  The 
consideration is for proposed Zoning Ordinance 
amendments regarding:

Section 2.14, Swimming Pools - Location 
on Lakefront Lots, Sec. 13.01.
Parking – General Requirements & 
Parking Lot Design Standards. 
Sec. 13.02, Parking – Parking Lot Design 
Standards.

All interested persons may attend the public 
hearing live or via ZOOM (see below) and comment 
on the requested approval.  Written comments 
concerning the request may be submitted to the 
Township office at the above-stated address up to 
the time of the public hearing.  A copy of the proposed 
amendments is on file at the Township office, at the 
address given above, and may be examined by 
interested persons during regular Township office 
hours and/or call 616-866-0622 ext. 3 for further 
information to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.   

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting.  
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the meeting 
for any changes and instructions.  

Dated:  April 1, 2021 TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

DNRDNR
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

Otter River in Baraga County – AGR expedition, large log jam September 15, 1925. Photo 
from Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

These activities included Michigan’s state 
parks program, game and fish law enforce-
ment and the nascent movement toward pro-
tecting and conserving fish and wildlife and 
the places they depend upon.

“We’ve seen that mission expand and 
grow over the intervening 100 years from 
just being state parks, just doing some wild-
life reintroductions, just doing fish stocking 
to now having a really expansive menu of 
areas that we work in,” Eichinger said.

In 1968, the name of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Conservation was changed to the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
to reflect widening responsibilities.

Over the decades, several key pieces of 
legislation worked to aid the department in 
its mission to remain “committed to the con-
servation, protection, management, use and 
enjoyment of the state’s natural and cultur-
al resources for current and future genera-
tions.”

In an interview earlier this month on the 

nership, we 
can be suc-
cessful in re-
covering spe-
cies that were 
c r i t i c a l l y 
endangered 
and that is 
not only 
providing a 
r e g u l a t o r y 
framework to 
provide for 
their long-
term con-
s e r v a t i o n , 
but actually 
doing the re-

ally hard work on the ground, making sure 
that those habitats are conserved and that 
they’re restored,” Eichinger told program 
host Shelly Irwin.

Eichinger said none those alignment activ-
ities happen in a vacuum.

“That’s one of the remarkable things about 
what we have here in this state, that the story 
of the Department of Natural Resources is 
as much a story about the citizen conserva-

tionists across our state and throughout our 
history who have supported our work, stood 
side-by-side with us as we have worked to 
recover species, help to identify places the 
department needs to be pointing effort and 
pointing work towards,” Eichinger said. 
“The species that we have stewardship re-
sponsibility for are the fortunate beneficia-
ries of that tremendous partnership with state 
government, our citizens, federal actors, the 
non-profit community. It’s a fantastic and 
important part of the story of conservation.”

Eichinger said the DNR’s mission is nec-
essarily long-term and makes the department 
“think over the horizon.”

“That’s one of the things I think is really 
gratifying about this work and I think why 
the folks who work in this space are so 
passionate about it—that the resources that 
we enjoy today in the good condition that 
they’re in is because of work that was done, 
20, 30, 40, 50 years ago,” Eichinger said. 
“Folks who had long-term vision to say, ‘I 
might not necessarily see all the fruits of my 
efforts today, but I know future generations 
will be able to derive benefit from them.’”

Throughout 2021, the DNR is commem-

program Naturally Speaking on WGVU-FM 
in Grand Rapids, Eichinger discussed the 
importance of significant wildlife species re-
coveries achieved in Michigan.

Some of these species that have attained re-
covered status include the Kirtland’s warbler, 
wild turkey, bald eagle and gray wolf.

“These are really important milestones 
because it’s sort of proof-positive that when 
you have the alignment of resources, the 
alignment of talent and the alignment of part-                                                    DNR -  continues on page 15

gan. Kregg Smith, of the DNR, who holds a Master’s De-
gree in fish biology, says the blue frog is actually a green 
frog, one of the most common of frog varieties that inhabit 
the Cedar Springs area. 

Smith, who had digital photos of the frog e-mailed to him, 
confesses that he’s never seen a blue frog before and that it 
is most likely just a freak of nature. “This is a first time for 
me,” says Smith. He stated that the varieties you’ll see in 
southwest Michigan include bull frogs, leopard frogs, green 
tree frogs (which are sometimes brown) spring peepers and 
the plain old backyard variety we usually see everyday near 
lakes and other small bodies of water which are the green 
frogs.

Odds of any one of us finding such a frog are less that the 
odds of winning the Big Ticket Lotto. Possibly only one in 
a billion. Maybe Russell should buy a ticket!

But what do you do with a one-in-a-billion blue frog? The 
zoo said they didn’t want it and the circus wasn’t in town. 
Do you stuff it so you can show your friends and neigh-
bors when you have parties? If the frog had anything to say 
about it, it would probably be, “Croak!”

Well, mom had a say and spoke up for the blue frog. “I 
told them I didn’t think it could live in that old aquarium,” 
according to Theresa Hielman. “I would have felt bad if I 
came out and it was dead.”

So she told the boys to take the blue frog back to the pond 
where he had been born and raised. And so they did—and 
his little green friend as well.

And, in this happy ending, the blue frog wasn’t “blue” 
anymore.

FrogFrog
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

used his prosthetic leg. He claimed it gave him a leg up on 
us!” 

While most street golfers are a happy-go-lucky bunch, 
one man got upset when a road crew came out to patch up 
some of the holes on his street last week. “I told ‘em where 
they could stick their fill,” said the grouchy, old, geezer. 
“But then I realized that probably wouldn’t win ‘em over, 
so I challenged ‘em to a match, and now they are hooked, 
too!” he explained.

Street golf is catching on all over, and there has been talk 
of creating some tournaments—starting at the neighbor-
hood level and advancing all the way up to state.

“I think that’s a great idea,” said Smith. “I’ll be ready!”
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KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 is online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/

category/business/tax-time/

TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS$$ $$
People should check Get My 
Payment for status of third EIP 
and watch their mail

The IRS continues to issue the third round of Econom-
ic Impact Payments to eligible individuals, with payments 
being issued as a direct deposit or by mail as a paper check 
or prepaid EIP debit card. No action is needed by most el-
igible people to receive a third Economic Impact Payment 
automatically.

Check Get My Payment to see if a third payment is sched-
uled People can check to see if their third payment has been 
scheduled using the “Get My Payment” tool on IRS.gov. 
The tool does not show the amount of the third Economic 
Impact Payment.

The form of payment for the third EIP may be different 
than earlier stimulus payments. More people are receiving 
direct deposits, while those receiving a payment in the mail 
may get a paper check or an EIP Card. IRS and the Treasury 
Department urge eligible people to check Get My Payment 
and see whether their payment has been scheduled for de-
livery as a direct deposit or by mail as a check or EIP card.

Watch the mail for paper checks and EIP Cards Paper 
checks will arrive by mail in a white envelope from the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury. For those taxpayers who 
received their tax refund by mail, this paper check will look 
similar, but will have Economic Impact Payment in the 
memo field.

The EIP Card will also come in a white envelope prom-
inently displaying the seal of the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury. The card has the Visa name on the front and the 
issuing bank, MetaBank, N.A. on the back. Information in-

cluded with the card will explain that this is an Economic 
Impact Payment. Each mailing will include instructions on 
how to securely activate and use the card.

EIP cards issued for any of the three rounds of payments 
are not reloadable. Recipients will receive a separate card 
and will not be able to reload funds onto an existing card.

EIP Cards are safe, convenient, and secure
These cards provide certain protections against fraud, 

loss, and other errors. They can be used to make purchases 
online or in stores anywhere Visa Debit Cards are accepted.

Cardholders can use the cards to do any of the following 
without paying a fee:

• Transfer funds to a personal bank account
• Make signature or PIN-debit purchases anywhere 

Visa Debit Cards are accepted in stores, online or by phone
• Get cash back with a PIN debit purchase where 

available
• Get cash from in-network ATMs
• Get a replacement EIP Card, if needed
• Check their card balance online, through a mobile 

app or by phone
The EIP Card is sponsored by the Bureau of the Fiscal 

Service and is issued by Treasury’s financial agent, Me-
taBank, N.A. The IRS does not determine who receives a 
prepaid debit card.

For more information about these cards people can vis-
it EIPcard.com. The latest details about the third round of 
Economic Impact Payments are available on IRS.gov.

SplashSplash
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

Montcalm and Ionia Counties, health department and hospi-
tal leadership collaborated to arrange to get more doses into 
the community. They were able to arrange for special ship-
ments of Pfizer vaccine to United Hospital from the Michi-
gan Department of Health and Human Services. 

“We’re delighted to partner with Spectrum Health and add 
our doses to make the most community impact,” said Marcus 
Cheatham, health officer for Mid-Michigan District Health De-
partment. “We want to help get the most people vaccinated in 
the most efficient way possible.”

“We’re very excited to collaborate with the health department 
to maximize the impact of our clinics,” Ashford said. 

Beginning April 5, anyone 16 years and older in Michigan can 
register to receive the vaccine. 

Patients can now self-schedule their vaccination appointment 
at spectrumhealth.org/covid19/covid-19-vaccine.

The United Lifestyles building at Marketplace Shopping Cen-
ter is at 701 S. Greenville West Drive, Suite 1 in Greenville.

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3IRS to recalculate taxes on 

unemployment benefits
Refunds to start in May

To help taxpayers, the Internal 
Revenue Service announced that it 
will take steps to automatically re-
fund money this spring and summer 
to people who filed their tax return 
reporting unemployment compensa-
tion before the recent changes made 
by the American Rescue Plan.

The legislation, signed on March 
11, allows taxpayers who earned less 
than $150,000 in modified adjusted 
gross income to exclude unemploy-
ment compensation up to $20,400 if married filing jointly 
and $10,200 for all other eligible taxpayers. The legislation 
excludes only 2020 unemployment benefits from taxes.

Because the change occurred after some people filed their 
taxes, the IRS will take steps in the spring and summer to 
make the appropriate change to their return, which may re-
sult in a refund. The first refunds are expected to be made 
in May and will continue into the summer.

For those taxpayers who already have filed and fig-
ured their tax based on the full amount of unemployment 
compensation, the IRS will determine the correct taxable 
amount of unemployment compensation and tax. Any re-
sulting overpayment of tax will be either refunded or ap-
plied to other outstanding taxes owed.

For those who have already filed, the IRS will do these 
recalculations in two phases, starting with those tax-
payers eligible for the up to $10,200 exclusion. The IRS 
will then adjust returns for those married filing joint-
ly taxpayers who are eligible for the up to $20,400 
exclusion and others with more complex returns. 
There is no need for taxpayers to file an amended return 
unless the calculations make the taxpayer newly eligible 
for additional federal credits and deductions not already in-

cluded on the original tax return.
For example, the IRS can adjust returns for those taxpay-

ers who claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and, 
because the exclusion changed the income level, may now 
be eligible for an increase in the EITC amount which may 
result in a larger refund. However, taxpayers would have 
to file an amended return if they did not originally claim 
the EITC or other credits but now are eligible because the 
exclusion changed their income.

These taxpayers may want to review their state tax re-
turns as well.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, over 23 mil-
lion U.S. workers nationwide filed for unemployment last 
year. For the first time, some self-employed workers qual-
ified for unemployed benefits as well. The IRS is working 
to determine how many workers affected by the tax change 
already have filed their tax returns.

The new IRS guidance also includes details for those eli-
gible taxpayers who have not yet filed.

The IRS has worked with the tax return preparation soft-
ware industry to reflect these updates so people who choose 
to file electronically simply need to respond to the related 
questions when electronically preparing their tax returns. 
See New Exclusion of up to $10,200 of Unemployment 
Compensation for information and examples. For others, 
instructions and an updated worksheet about the exclusion 
were available in March and posted to IRS.gov/Form 1040. 
These instructions can assist taxpayers who have not yet 
filed to prepare returns correctly.

Easter Bunny Rolls with Spinach Dip
Serves: 24
16 ounces frozen spinach, thawed 
8 ounces cream cheese
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
2 crescent roll tubes (8 ounces each)
Heat oven to 375 F.
In skillet, over medium heat, cook spinach, cream cheese and 

garlic 3-4 minutes until cream cheese is melted. Stir in mayon-
naise, salt, onion powder, chili powder, pepper and Italian season-
ing. Stir in Parmesan cheese and 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese. Cook 
until cheese is melted. Keep skillet on burner over low heat. 

Remove dough from tubes. Leaving dough intact, roll and 
stretch into 18-inch ropes. Cut each rope into 12 pieces for 24 to-
tal.

On baking sheet with parchment paper, form bunny head by 
placing one piece of dough in middle then surrounding it with six 
more pieces. Use 13 pieces to form round body. Use remaining 
pieces to form ears on top of head. 

Scoop hot spinach dip into center. Spoon small portions on each 
ear. Sprinkle ears and belly with remaining mozzarella cheese.

Bake 18 minutes, or until crescent dough is golden brown and 
thoroughly cooked.

Easter dipEaster dip
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

and E. Maple corner,” the City Manager stated.  
The City Manager indicated that the City had reached an 

agreement with the business at 90 North Main St. that would 
give them an exclusive license to operate a tea-truck at the 
splashpad after that building was demolished.  The property at 
36 East Maple “appears to be an abandoned building” the City 
Manager pointed out.

Due to the strong support the community has always shown 
to the Cedar Springs Fire Department, the new splashpad will 
be fire-fighter themed.  The splash pad consulting firm hired by 
the City, RFF LLC for Splashpads and More, said that using the 
City’s decommissioned fire truck in the splashpad design was a 
no-brainer and will make the Cedar Springs splashpad the most 
unique one in West Michigan. “We’ll definitely have to lower the 
pressure on the truck’s fire-hose connection,” said RFF LLC’s 
spokesperson Nancy Diamond, “But I think the kids are going 
to really love spraying that hose around.”  The rest of the splash 
pad will feature “leaky” fire-hydrants and Dalmatian statues and 
the area can be flooded to be used as an ice-rink in the winter.

The new splashpad’s cost, with the purchase and demolition of 
the existing buildings, is expected to be approximately $950,000.  
“You just can’t put a price-tag on the happiness and joy of the 
wee-little ones,” said local resident Donna Snark. “I think it’ll be 
worth the money to see that sopping-wet smile on their faces.”  
When asked how the City intended to pay for such a costly proj-
ect, City Finance Director Darlene Hawk said that the City had 
sold the old fire station building to a fast-food developer. “We 
really made them pay for it through the nose, bunch of hosers!”

The expected opening date for the splashpad is October 2nd, 
2021.  The new fast-food restaurant with drive-thru is expected 
to open next spring, on April 1.

TAX TIMETAX TIME
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orating and celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the de-
partment. Plans for in-person events have been scaled back 
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

DNR staffers have created a webpage at Michigan.gov/
DNRCentennial to link the public to several ways to partic-
ipate in exploration of the past century of the department’s 
efforts. As part of this, the DNR has produced 100 ways to 
celebrate the centennial.

Eichinger said the best way the department and everyone 
else in Michigan can celebrate the shared success of the past 
century of conservation commitment is to get outdoors.

“Find a way that you and your loved ones can connect 
with nature, find a pathway that you’ve never walked down, 
find your way or make your way to one of our beautiful state 
parks, one of the tremendous hidden places in our state forest 
system, wherever it is that you go, find a way and find a rea-
son to get outdoors and share that with special people in your 
life,” Eichinger said. “There’s no better way to celebrate the 
work that we’ve all been able to accomplish than by simply 
getting outdoors and enjoying what we have in this beautiful 
state.”

For more information on the wide range of outdoor recre-
ation opportunities and natural resource conservation activ-
ities the DNR is responsible for, visit Michigan.gov/DNR.

A cover from the November-December 1965 issue of Michigan Conser-
vation is shown. Photo from Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

DNRDNR
...continued from page 13...continued from page 13

sapsickles. Birds land on branches, hang down, and drink 
the sugar water during the day until the sapsickles melt. 
This winter Common Redpolls are present, and they join 
in eating the sweet treat. I like tasting the sapsickles when 
I can reach them.

Spend time watching interesting behavior of different 
species and possibly even how members of a species act. 
It is hard to recognize individuals of a species because they 
look similar. Perhaps you can pick out features that allows 
individual recognition, like how we recognize different 
people. Nature niche behavior is unique to species, but in-
dividuals also exhibit their own temperaments. 

Park service acquired different horses when I was a rang-
er at Bryce Canyon National Park. When two new ones ar-
rived, a fellow ranger and I took them out to see how they 
responded. Dutch was a bit older than Midnight. We took 
them through their paces to learn behaviors to expect. 

They did well cantering and I decided to ride up a low 
drainage in a grassy valley where logs were placed as check 
dams to prevent erosion. As we came to each log, Midnight 
hurtled the obstacle, but Dutch kicked the top of each. Jim 
tried to rein the horse out of the drainage to avoid the logs, 
but Dutch refused and continued to follow me on Midnight. 
Jim called to me and said get out of the ditch. Dutch was set 
in his behavior to follow. 

Inexperienced riders preferred Dutch because he was 
calm and plodded nicely along without incident and was 
almost a sleepwalker. No surprises from him. LD was also 
an easy ride, but I did not like taking him because he had a 
habit of trying to bite the rider in the butt when his hooves 
were cleaned and struggled to prevent us from lifting his 
legs. My favorite was Thunder, who had the smoothest ride. 
Thunder was fearful of objects and, when he saw some-
thing unusual like a tree stump or some other unexpected 
object, he would shy with a quick bolt to the side. It was 
necessary to always maintain pressure in the stirrups or the 
rider would be unseated and find himself on the ground. 
Learning animal behavior helps understand how animals 
function. 

CornersCorners
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we’ll get you “sky high” in the sky
Launch off of a rooftop of a 

downtown business. 
Enjoy “refreshments” while 
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and get a balloon ride FREE!and get a balloon ride FREE!

lapsing in the entry and it made it 
harder to get into,” he explained.

Schievink said that it started in 
the attached garage and spread 
from there. The cause was not de-
termined.

The fire departments had cleared 
the scene by 3 p.m. 

The house was the home of Nick 
and Naomi Calhoun and their five 
children, ages 2-14. Those who 
were home got out safely and there 
were no injuries.

For those asking about helping 
the Calhoun family, who lost every-
thing, there are a couple of ways. 

Here is a list of clothing sizes 
needed for family members:

Girl: 4T
Boy: boys 6-7
Girl: girls 8
Boy: 14-16 pants, youth large shirts
Girl: junior size 6 pants, adult medium shirts

Multiple fire departments responded to help put out the fire. Post photo by J. Reed.

Nick: 36-32 pants and XL shirts
Naomi: Size 12 pants and large shirts
Contact Stacey to make donations at 616-690-3436.
A go fund me page has also been set up if you’d like to 

donate. Just go to https://gofund.me/ffea768f.

by the council from her other employment with the Village.
The Sand Lake Village Council approved contracts with 

the two in September of 2020. However, other than Gokey 
and Councilor Marcia Helton, the Village Council is a total-
ly different council than those that approved the contracts. 
When the election was over, there were five new people 
elected to the Village council

The crux of the lawsuit is that members of the new coun-
cil—President Nile Hayden (now resigned due to health 
reasons), now President Mollie Doerr, President pro tem 
Kevin Wright, and trustees Stacy Rudicil, Marcia Helton 
and Kim McNees—met in private several times to discuss 
Village business—such as the firing of Gokey and Quin-
lan—which is a violation of the Open Meetings Act.

Gokey and Quinlan state in the suit that they “became 
aware of multiple apparent gatherings” and then asked the 
Michigan State Police to investigate the matter. The suit 

alleges that when a MSP trooper went to Hayden’s house to 
interview him about the matter, Hayden forgot to deactivate 
the automatic speakerphone he has installed for health rea-
sons that is triggered by the doorbell, and the entire conver-
sation was overheard by Gokey on an automatic phone call 
she received from him. During that conversation, Hayden 
allegedly “implicitly or explicitly admitted the truth of the 
assertions that he had met with Council Members in viola-
tion of the OMA.” He also wanted to know the identity of 
the person that told him.

The Post has tried to verify this with the Michigan State 
Police and is waiting for them to tell us if this is true, and if 
so, if any state or county charges will be sought.

The plaintiffs are also saying their contracts were 
breached, and that they reported violations of the OMA in 
good faith and then were terminated, at least in part, be-
cause of it. They are asking to be reinstated, and be awarded 
economic and compensatory damages, punitive damages, 
attorney fees, etc. 

Under their attorney’s advice, the Village of Sand Lake is 
not commenting on the allegations at this time.

VillageVillage
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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HEATING & VENTILATION
ABSOLUTE

email: absoluteheating@charter.net
AbsoluteVentilation.com

*FREE ESTIMATES* 616.866.5069

• FURNACES • A/CS 
• WATER HEATERS

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

   5528.696.616   
 Christopher Conflitti 
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CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM 

If you have Medicare, 
contact me for a 
no obligation quote!

MORE OPTIONS
MORE DISCOUNTS

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. 
Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states.
Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 616.696.8255 today! 
For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

 ■ Automobile insurance
 ■ Life insurance
 ■ Recreational vehicle insurance

Christopher Conflitti

Your Local Agent

30 S MAIN

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
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