
By Judy Reed

About 75 students assembled 
in Red Hawk Stadium at Cedar 
Springs High School Wednes-
day to peacefully protest the 
mask-wearing requirement for 
in-person learning that has been 
mandated by the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services.

Brilynn Smith, the 18-year-old 

senior that organized the walk out, 
told the Post that she did it be-
cause she thinks that being forced 
to wear a mask during the school 
day is wrong and should be a 
choice for the students. 

“The only time we can take off 
the mask is when we are eating in 
the lunchroom,” she explained.

Smith said she has met several 
times with CSHS Principal Ron 

The Michigan State 
Police is investigating 
the possible homicide 
deaths of two people 
whose bodies were 
found after suspicious 
fires were extinguished 
southeast of Greenville 
last week.

At approximately 7:53 

a.m. Thursday, March 
18, Ronald Township 
Fire was dispatched to a 
structure fire in the 4200 
block of West Fenwick 
Road, Fairplain Town-
ship, Montcalm Coun-
ty. Upon arrival, two 
homes on the property 
were on fire, one being 

fully engulfed. Sheridan 
Area Fire, Greenville 
DPS Fire, and Mont-
calm Township Fire 
were called in to assist. 
Once the structures were 
extinguished, it was de-
termined that the first 
structure had been oc-
cupied and a body was 

discovered.
Detectives from the 

Michigan State Police 
Lakeview Post and MSP 
Fire Investigators were 
dispatched to the scene 
for an investigation. 
After several hours of 
investigation, a second 

Get ready for Easter fun
Families could use a fun out-

ing, and two Easter events—one 
in Sand Lake and one in Cedar 
Springs—will bring some much 
needed joy to kids and parent.

The Sand Lake 2021 Easter egg 
scramble will be held this Saturday, 
March 27, at 11 a.m. at Salisbury 
Park in the Village of Sand Lake. 
The event, put on by the Sand 

Lake Chamber of Commerce, is 
free to the public. There will be 
an egg scramble for ages 0-2, 3-5, 
6-8, and 9-12. There will be Easter 
Basket Giveaways, along with one 
big prize for each age group. There 
will also be a special guest in atten-
dance--come have some fun with 
the Easter bunny and get your pho-
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Bowers state champ, 
Elliott all-state

Cedar Springs senior Corey Bowers earned the title of state champ when he finished 
first in the 1600 meter run at the Michigan indoor state track finals last weekend. He 
is pictured here on the right with Coach Justin Jones. Courtesy photo.

Freshman Annalise Elliott earned 
all-state honors in the 3200 meter 
run at the Michigan indoor state 
track finals last weekend when she 
finished 8th. Courtesy photo.

On Friday, March 19, and Saturday, 
March 20, some athletes from Cedar 
Springs competed in the Michigan indoor 
state track finals held at the Lincoln Ath-
letic Building in Ypsilanti, Michigan.  Not 
only did they come away with some great 
running experience in a state meet but two 
of them brought home medals and all-state 
honors. 

Freshman Annalise Elliott competed in 
the 3200 meter run. She came into the race 
seeded 13th of 17. She ran a personal best 
though and placed 8th in a time of 12:39 
earning all-state honors.

“The levels of success that Annalise is 
achieving at such a young age can be at-
tributed to her healthy approach toward 
training and racing,” said Coach Justin 
Jones. “It’s often our job as coaches to teach 

Bodies discovered after fires

Two suspicious fires and two bodies discovered in the ruins have led police to treat the investigation as a homicide. Courtesy 
photo from the Michigan State Police.

Student holds protest against 
mask-wearing at high school

About 75 students attended the protest Wednesday. Photo courtesy of C. 
Battefield.

Brilynn Smith speaks at peaceful protest 
against mask-wearing. Photo courtesy of C. 
Battenfield.

                       EASTER -  continues on page 11

“We have students who 
are passionate about world 
issues. They are leaders in our 
classrooms and future leaders 
in our community. Learning 
to express their differences in 
a peaceful way is an essential 
lesson in Democracy.”—Superintendent Scott Smith
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95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

The earliest evidence of 
beer making was found in 
western Iran, dating 
back to 3,500 BC

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

Man arrested for 
business burglaries

Kent County Health Department warns 
of increase in COVID-19 positivity rate
Number of cases, positivity rate and hospitalizations all increasing

The Post travels to 
the ‘villes

Deciding to keep their 27th anniversary vacation in 
March simple and quiet, Ken and TJ Norris, of Solon 
Township, decided to take a road trip to “The ‘villes”—
Louisville, Kentucky, Nashville, Tennessee, and Asheville, 
North Carolina. One of the highlights of the trip was Nash-
ville’s “Honkey Tonk” music row and its country music 
museums large and small. The photo here is in front of the 
Johnny Cash museum.

Are you going on vacation? Be sure to take along a print-
ed edition of the Post and get someone to snap a photo of 
you or your family with it. Send it to us along with some info 
about your trip (where you went, who went along, what you 
saw) and send the photo and info to news@cedarsprings-
post.com. We will print as space allows. If you forget the 
Post, please do not photoshop it into the photo. Just take it 
with you next time!

Y O U R  L A N D  A N D  C R U I S E  E X P E R T S

LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

Ziquadreon Arshawn White

A Grand 
Rapids man 
was arrested 
in conjunc-
tion with 

several business burglaries throughout 
Kent County. 

On March 16, between 7:30 a.m. 
and 9:30 a.m., several West Michigan 
law enforcement agencies, including 
the Kent County Sheriff’s Office, the 
Sparta Police Department, and the 
Wyoming Department of Public Safe-
ty, responded to business burglaries 
within their jurisdiction.

Throughout the investigation, a 
suspect description and vehicle were 
obtained. Investigators confirmed that 

the suspect and vehicle were similar 
in all incidents. The vehicle was lo-
cated by investigators and was later 
learned to be stolen. The Grand Rap-
ids Police Department, the Michigan 
State Police, and the Walker Police 
Department assisted in apprehending 
the male driver and female passenger 
who were located in the stolen vehicle.

The Kent County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice charged Ziquadreon White, 19, 
of Grand Rapids, with two counts of 
breaking and entering with intent, one 
count of attempted breaking and enter-
ing with intent, and one count of larce-
ny less than $200. White’s bond was 
set at $15,000. White was arraigned at 
the 63rd District Court on March 18 

and is currently being held at the Kent 
County Correctional Facility on the 
above charges and additional charges 
from other law enforcement agen-
cies—a total of 16 charges in all.

The breaking and entering com-
plaint occurred at Verizon Wireless, 
5212 Northland Dr, where he smashed 
the front door. Nothing was stolen. 

The attempted breaking and enter-
ing was at Genius Phone Repair, 4036 
Alpine Ave. He attempted to pry open 
the back door but was unsuccessful.

Female was not charged because 
she did not commit the burglaries. She 
was arrested on unrelated warrants.

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.-
-The Kent County Health 
Department (KCHD) is 
alerting the community to 
the reality that COVID-19 
cases, positivity rate and 
hospitalizations are all in-
creasing.

As of March 19, the 
average number of new 
Kent County cases per day 
increased from approxi-
mately 75 to over 100 in a 
week’s time, including the 
178 which were reported on 
March 17. There were 274 
new cases reported in Kent 
County on March 24, and 
four deaths. 

The county’s positivity 
rate has increased to 5.4 
percent after two months 
of a four percent rate. Local 
hospitals are also reporting 
an increase in COVID-19 
inpatient admissions. These 
increases reflect trends be-
ing observed in many oth-
er parts of Michigan and 
around the world.

“It is critically important 
for everyone to remember 
that the arrival of coronavi-
rus variants and premature-
ly relaxed attitudes about 
COVID-19, put our com-
munity in grave danger of 
a resurgence in cases and 
deaths,” said Kent County 
Health Department Admin-
istrative Health Officer, Dr. 
Adam London. “Our county 
has already lost at least 663 
residents to this pandem-

ic. We do not want to see 
anyone else lose their life, 
especially when we are so 
near to the end of this pan-
demic.”

Public health and health-
care officials urge people 
to continue adhering to the 
prevention strategies which 
have been proven to reduce 
transmission:

1) wear facial coverings 
in public places,

2) stay home if you are 
not feeling well,

3) avoid large social gath-
erings, and

4) practice good hand 
washing.

The KCHD is also en-
couraging residents to be 
prepared to get vaccinated 
as soon as an opportunity 
is available. To date, 28.1 
percent of Kent County’s 
population has received at 
least one dose of vaccine. 
Approximately 70 percent 
of our residents aged 65 or 
older have received at least 
one dose and the number of 
cases in that age group has 
been cut in half. The ap-
proved vaccines from Pfiz-
er, Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson have shown them-
selves to be safe and effec-
tive. The KCHD, Spectrum 
Health, Mercy Health Saint 
Mary’s, and many other 
partners anticipate the vol-
ume of vaccine allocated to 
our area to increase dramat-
ically between now and the 

end of May.
We continue to vaccinate 

healthcare workers, first re-
sponders, K-12 educators, 
childcare providers, con-
gregate care workers, all 
people aged 65 and older, 
people aged 50 and old-
er with underlying health 
conditions, caregivers and 
guardians of children with 
special healthcare needs, 
and uniquely vulnerable/
underserved populations of 
people. All people aged 50 
and older were officially el-
igible on March 22, and we 
encourage them to register 
now.

At this time, we are also 
strongly encouraging other 
people in category 1B to 
pre-register. This group in-
cludes people who, by the 
nature of their business, 
work in close proximity to 
other people in the work-
places of food and agricul-
ture, critical manufactur-
ing, public transit, grocery 

stores, postal service, civil 
service, utilities, and other 
critical infrastructure. Ap-
pointments will generally 
be made according to vul-
nerability and phase status. 
Pre-registered persons in 
upcoming Michigan De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services phases may 
be scheduled early depend-
ing on vaccine availability.

Links for pre-registration 
at various clinics can be 
found at https://vaccinatew-
estmi.com/register/. People 
are encouraged to select the 
single most convenient vac-
cine provider and follow the 
appropriate link for pre-reg-
istration. For those without 
a clinic preference, please 
select the West Michigan 
Vaccine Clinic at DeVos 
Place. That clinic receives 
the region’s largest weekly 
allocation of vaccine and is 
capable of serving the most 
people.

The Cedar Springs 
POST Newspaper

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

follow us on 
facebook

DON’T MISS OUT!
Next week’s issue 
of The POST is our 
April Fools Edition!



Severe weather awareness week
March 21-27

Three northern Michigan 
men related to each other were 
sentenced Thursday in Otsego 
County District Court in Gay-
lord for a 2019 elk-poaching in-
cident, in which three elk cows 
were killed.

Christian White, 29, of Gay-
lord, Harry White, 70, and 
Ronald White, 56, both of West 
Branch, each pleaded guilty to 
one count of illegally taking an 
elk.

Each man lost his hunting 
privileges for 15 years, forfeit-
ed his weapon and was ordered 
to serve a six-month probation 
term. In addition, each must pay 
$5,000 in restitution for the elk 
and a total of $625 in fines and court 
costs.

“I am proud of our team’s inves-
tigative efforts, which ultimately 

brought these three men to justice,” 
said Sgt. Mark DePew, the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resourc-
es conservation officer who super-
vised the investigation. “Our officers 

demonstrated teamwork and patience 
to quickly solve one of the worst—
if not the worst—elk poaching case 
northern Michigan has ever seen.”
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Suspect arraigned after 
assault on conservation 
officer

 

Three relatives sentenced in Otsego 
County for Pigeon River Country elk 
poaching

Three elk cows poached in Otsego County in December 2019 are shown. Three northern 
Michigan men related to each other were sentenced for the crimes Thursday, March 18 in 
district court.

Devinci Osiris Dumas
A Grand Rapids man was 

arraigned Monday in Lake 
County District Court on 
charges stemming from a 
March 20 automobile crash 
that occurred east of Luther 
and west of U.S. 131.

Devinci Osiris Dumas, 
21, is accused of kicking a 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources conser-
vation officer in the head 
numerous times, while at-
tempting to escape custody.

The officer credits two 
passersby with saving his 
life.

Dumas did not enter a 
plea in court Monday after 
being arraigned on several 
charges, including assault 
with intent to do great bodi-
ly harm less than murder or 
by strangulation, malicious 
destruction of fire or po-

lice property, resisting and 
obstructing a conservation 
officer, escape from lawful 
custody and being a habitual 
offender, second offense.

He is scheduled to return 
to court at 1:30 p.m. April 5 
for a probable cause confer-
ence.

“This incident illustrates 
the type of danger our offi-
cers can encounter while on 
patrol,” said Lt. Joe Molnar, 
of the DNR’s Law Enforce-
ment Division. “Fortunately, 
this situation was resolved 
without more serious conse-
quences.”

At 9:54 a.m. March 20, 
Lake County dispatchers 
contacted DNR Conserva-
tion Officer Josiah Killing-
beck. They asked him to re-
spond to a report of a vehicle 
in a swamp, located near 3 

Mile and Hawkins roads.
Killingbeck headed to the 

scene and arrived at the lo-
cation at 10:03 a.m. to find 
that a Saturn Vue had failed 
to stop at stop sign at the 
intersection, had gone air-
borne for a short distance 
and was now situated about 
150 feet off the north side of 
the intersection.

Dumas and Hannah Marie 
Holcomb, 19, of Dorr were 
found in the vehicle. Neither 
were injured in the crash.

After an initial investi-
gation, Killingbeck placed 
Dumas under arrest for open 
intoxicants in a vehicle and 
providing false information 
to a peace officer.

Dumas was put into the 
front passenger seat of Kill-
ingbeck’s patrol truck. He 
was handcuffed behind his 
back. The seat belt was se-
cured around him.

Not long after Killingbeck 

began driving to the Lake 
County Jail in Baldwin, 
Dumas freed himself from 
the safety belt and began to 
attack Killingbeck by turn-
ing himself in the seat so he 
could deliver multiple kicks 
to the conservation officer.

Two passersby stopped at 
the scene. They were able 
to help Killingbeck restrain 
Dumas. Killingbeck was 
taken to Spectrum Health 
Big Rapids Hospital for 
evaluation. He was later re-
leased.

Michigan conservation 
officers are fully commis-
sioned state peace officers 
who provide natural re-
sources protection, ensure 
recreational safety and pro-
tect citizens by providing 
general law enforcement 
duties and lifesaving oper-
ations in the communities 
they serve.

While the state is taking proactive steps to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19 in Michigan, we want to re-
mind residents that severe weather season is approach-
ing. This includes tornados, flooding, high winds, and 
other severe weather that could disrupt our daily lives.

While we are practicing social distancing, Michigan 
State Police Emergency management does not encour-
age you to congregate in groups for drills but asks that 
you review what your plan is in the event of severe 
weather.

Disasters don’t plan ahead, but you can!
Severe Weather Awareness Week will be held March 

21-27, with the Statewide Tornado Drill being con-
ducted on March 24 at 1 p.m. Kent County tornado 
drills will be the first Friday of each month. We hope 
the tornado drill begins a broader conversation about 
emergency preparedness.

Do you have a plan?
Where will you go?
What will you do?
Do you know the alert systems in your area?
How will you communicate?
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services
Sunday 9:30 am 
Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

ObituaryObituaryFrom the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories

LYNN GREEN
October 14, 1941 – March 20, 2018

Three years ago, we lost a wonderful lady 
that has moved on to a better, more peaceful 
place.
She was ready, but we were not. We still 
love and think of her daily.

 
Until we meet again – Her Loving Family

ROBERT GLENN FREY
Robert Glenn 
Frey age 90 of 
Ensley Township, 
Sand Lake died 
W e d n e s d a y , 
March 17, 2021 
at Mission Point 
of Big Rapids. 
Mr. Frey was born 
July 22, 1930 in 
Sand Lake, MI the 
son of Harry and 
Blanche (Verburg) 
Frey. He enjoyed hunting and fishing and 
was an avid outdoorsman. He was strong 
and tough and a hard worker, but had a gentle 
heart. Surviving are his children, Glenn Orlo 
Frey, Marie (Roy) Laisure, Kenneth (Annie) 
Frey, Dean (Tina) Frey; 11 grandchildren; 
25 great-grandchildren; 2 great-great-
grandchildren; sisters, Maxine Miller, Mary 
Ann Misner & John Cornell; many nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Vera; sister, Jean Smith; brothers, 
Don, John, Rich, Jim and Bill Frey; 1 great-
grandson, Ryan. The family greeted friends 
Sunday March 21 at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. A 
graveside service was held Monday March 
22 at Crandall Cemetery. Pastor Paul Frey 
officiating. Memorial contributions may 
be to Spectrum Health Hospice or the 
American Stroke Association.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Pastor Kristi Rhodes
HILLCREST COMMUNITY CHURCH 

Cedar Springs

BUT EVERYONE’S DOING IT

MemorialMemorial

Have you ever struggled with 
your environment? I mean, when 
corruption and every conceivable 
sin seems to surround you, have 
you felt pressured to adapt by just 
joining in? Are you having a hard 
time giving up old, sinful ways? 
Sometimes the struggle is real! 

Often, we’re tempted to believe 
that things have never been as bad 
as they are right now. But, that’s not 
true. If you don’t believe me, then 
believe what God said in Ecclesi-
astes 1:9: “What has been will be 
again, what has been done will be 
done again; there is nothing new 
under the sun.”

Many of the things we face to-
day were issues in the first century 
church, too. The Corinthian church 
was being undermined by corrup-
tion, legalism, immorality, and spir-
itual immaturity.  Believers were 
being tested amid their immoral en-
vironment, and some were failing 
the test. The letter Paul wrote them 
to address their struggles is still rel-
evant to us today.

Paul received a report of uncor-
rected sexual sin among the Chris-
tians. The people had grown indif-
ferent to immorality. Others had 
misconceptions about marriage. 
Paul told the Christians that we are 
to live morally, keeping our bodies 
for God’s service at all times. We 
must never compromise with sin-
ful ideas and practices and should 
not blend in with people around us.  
God has called us out of the dark-
ness and into His marvelous light, 
(1 Peter 2:9). We must live up to 
God’s standard of morality and not 
condone immoral behavior among 

the Christians, even when society 
accepts it.

In a permissive society, Chris-
tians will be especially tempted 
to overlook or tolerate many im-
moral behaviors while remaining 
outraged at others. We must not 
participate in sin or condone it in 
any way, nor should we be selective 
about what we condemn or excuse. 
We may find it difficult to avoid the 
more “acceptable” forms of sin, but 
the Corinthians had the same strug-
gle. God expects his followers in 
any age, (past, present and future) 
to have His high standards.

I’ve heard it said that opportuni-
ty comes knocking at the door, but 
temptation leans on the doorbell. 
However, believers can disconnect 
the doorbell and send the devil run-
ning!

As believers, when we humble 
ourselves before God, we have the 
power through the Holy Spirit to re-
sist the devil and he will flee from 
us (James 4:7). We are no longer 
slaves to sin, (Romans 6:6).  Sin 
shall no longer be your master, (Ro-
mans 6:14). So, you are no longer a 
slave to sin, but God’s child; (Gal. 
4:7). But now that you have been 
set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God, the benefit you reap 
leads to holiness, and the result is 
eternal life (Rom. 6:22). Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world 
but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind.  Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s 
will is—His good, pleasing and 
perfect will.  In Christ, you do have 
the power to resist! Be blessed!

Church ConnectionChurch Connection
is online @

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/
churchconnection/
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Ignorance is always 
swift to speak.

...Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath.
James 1:19b

spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

ObituaryObituary MemorialMemorial

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

JASON ANDREW 
RIDEOUT

March 22, 1981 – March 29, 1996

It’s been 25 years since we last saw your 
infectious smile. Little did we know our 
lives would forever be changed on that 
day so long ago. We would give anything 
to have one more fishing trip with you 
and your brothers.

Rest in peace, son, until we are together 
again.

Mom and Dad

VIRGINIA P. ASHLEY
Virginia P. Ashley 
age 84 of Cedar 
Springs died 
Saturday, March 
20, 2021 at 
Spectrum Health 
Blodgett Campus. 
She was born 
January 28, 1937 
to Clarence and 
Helen (Hines) 
H a t h a w a y . 
Virginia retired 
from General Motors. She loved her 
flowers and yard. Her family enjoyed her 
wonderful sense of humor. Virginia loved 
her family, had a wonderful sense of humor 
and enjoyed playing games. She is survived 
by her children, Dan (Teressa) Taylor, 
Dave Taylor, Mary Schneider, Joe (Dana) 
Taylor, Steve (Susan) Taylor, Mike (Edna) 
Curtice, Robert (Melissa) Ashley; many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; 
numerous siblings; her cat Lilly. She was 
preceded in death by her son, Fred Taylor 
and sister, Mary Hathaway. The family 
greeted friends Wednesday, March 24 until 
the time of service at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor 
Rick Miller of Red Pine Bible Church, 
officiating. Interment Solon Township 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

DONNA M. ELLICK
Donna M. Ellick 
age 87 of Ensley 
T o w n s h i p , 
Sand Lake died 
Thursday, March 
18, 2021 at Faith 
Hospice Trillium 
Woods. Mrs. 
Ellick was born 
November 16, 
1933 in Solon 
Township, MI 
the daughter of 
Roger and Helen (Hanna) Fisk Sr. She was 
a hard worker who enjoyed her flowers, 
gardening and crafting. She loved going 
to mule and horse pulls and had attended 
Red Pine Bible Church. Surviving are her 
son, Robert (Annette) Ellick; grandsons, 
Rodney (Kelly) Ellick, Jason (Chani) 
Ellick, Nolan (Molly) Ellick; 14 great-
grandchildren; siblings, Roger (Joyce) Fisk 
Jr., Jim (Shirley) Fisk, Mary Lou Welch, 
Patty Anderson, Jerry (Diane) Fisk; many 
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Mahlon “Sonny” 
Ellick; siblings, Jack Fisk, Barbara Helsel 
and Dixie Fisk. Visitation and service was 
held Tuesday, March 23 at Pierson Bible 
Church, 101 Grand St., Pierson. Pastor Rick 
Miller officiating. Interment North Ensley 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Pierson Bible Church Building 
Fund. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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Don’t want to leave the house 
to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering
3 month, 6 month, 
or 12 month 
subscriptions 

3 month subscription for .....$15 
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40

Check one, fill out form below, and send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. Or drop off in our dropbox outside the POST at 36 E. Maple St. 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s
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follow us on 
facebook

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit 
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

The Cedar Springs 
POST Newspaper
6,737people like this
6,928 people follow this

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

We are still 
CLOSEDCLOSED

to the Publicto the Public

But we are
NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN
to Private Parties/to Private Parties/
Events for up to 25Events for up to 25
Rentals start at $100Rentals start at $100
Email events@kenttheatre.com Email events@kenttheatre.com 
for more information.for more information.

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/hometown-happenings/

Vaccine clinic 
for agricultural 
workers

The Mid-Michigan District Health Department and Io-
nia County Health Department are partnering with Kroger 
to offer a COVID-19 vaccine clinic. The two local health 
departments are asking for assistance in letting agricultural 
workers in your area know that a clinic is being held at the 
end of the month.

The clinic will be held on March 31 at Belding High 
School located at 850 Hall St, Belding, MI 48809 and will 
be by appointment only. Registration forms will be avail-
able in both Spanish and English. This is for the one dose 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine and they are encouraging eli-
gible agricultural workers in the area to sign up for an ap-
pointment using the link below:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040444afaf2ca3f94-indoor

Easter egg jokes
• What did one Easter egg say to the other? Heard any 

good yolks today?
• What do you call an Easter egg from outer space? An 

egg-straterrestrial!
• Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke? It might 

crack up!
• What do you call a very tired Easter egg? Eggs-austed.
• What’s an Easter egg’s least favorite day? Fry-day.
• What do you call a mischievous egg? A practical yolk-er.
• What happens if you tell a joke to an Easter egg? It 

cracks up.
• What did the Easter egg ask for at the hair salon? A 

new dye-job.
• Did you hear the one about the house infested with 

Easter eggs? It needed an eggs-terminator!
• Why was the little girl sad after the Easter egg hunt? 

Because an egg beater!
• Why did the Easter egg hide? It was a little chicken.

Camp out for pediatric hospice
Good Friday Walk to Remember
April 2: Good Friday Walk to Remember. Friday, 
April 2nd at 12:00 Noon beginning at Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. The walk is 1.5 miles 
long. If you wish to be a drive-in participant, we will 
be broadcasting on FM to your car radio. Face masks 
and social distancing will be required for walking 
participants. #12,13b

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

For the last year, 11-year old Max from Great Britain has 
been camping out to raise money for the hospice that took 
care of his neighbor. His incredible effort is inspiring peo-
ple across the world to join him on March 27 for Max’s 
Big Camp Out. Max is encouraging children (and adults) to 
have their own camp out to raise money for their favorite 
charity. 

Following Max’s lead, we are encouraging everyone in 
our community to participate and raise money for Jo Elyn 
Nyman Anchors Programs for Children at Hospice of 
Michigan and Arbor Hospice, the country’s only statewide 
pediatric hospice program. 

We have put together some fun family activities from sto-
ry time with a princess to campfire songs and much more.  
We will be sharing these activites on our social media pages 
the night of the event.  If you register ahead of time, you 
will receive an e-mail the day before camp out with a link 
to all of the activities for you to do at a time that works best 

for your family on March 27.
If you have children, grandchildren or know anyone with 

children, please share this with them and ask them to par-
ticipate. 

Join us on March 27 for our own pediatric hospice cam-
pout!

Click below to register and/or donate.
https://secure2.convio.net/hom/site/SPageNavigator/

CampoutforPediatrics.html
There will be a special Facebook live storytime and sing-

a-long with the Snow Queen. Join the Snow Queen who 
will read a story, sing songs and answer your questions.

 PLUS:  Every family that registers for a Camp Out will 
be entered into a drawing to win either a 4-pack of tickets to 
SEALIFE Aquarium or a 4-pack of tickets to LEGOLAND 
Discovery Center at Great Lakes Crossing in Auburn Hills.

Drawing to be conducted Monday, March 29.  Winners of 
each 4-pack will be notified.

2021 EASTER 2021 EASTER 
COLORING CONTESTCOLORING CONTEST

Details and entry forms @
http://cedarspringspost.com/

2021/03/07/2021-easter-coloring-contest/

ENTER TO WIN 
$50 Visa gift card!

HURRY! Deadline is Monday
March 29, 2021 by 5pm.

ARTS & ARTS & ENT.ENT.
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/artsentertainment/

is online @
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/artsentertainment/
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22 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Monday-Friday 11am-9pm | Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm | Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Join Us for BrUnch 

BLOODY MARY’S 
and MIMOSAS 

are HANDCRAFTED 
BY OUR 

BARTENDERS 
Especially for you.

EvEry satUrday and 
sUnday from 10am-2pm

• Breakfast & Lunch  7am-2pm Tue-Sun
• Friday Night All-you-can-eat Fish 4pm-8pm 
• Daily Specials 
• Homemade Desserts 

4615 14 MILE RD • ROCKFORD

HOMESTYLE COOKING

Open Easter Sunday
9AM to 1PM

Family style meals to-go
Please call 616.439.3025 to order

CATERING AVAILABLE 616-439-3025

America’s Favorite Jelly Bean Flavors by state
By candystore.com

Popcorn Easter Basket

Easter SundayEaster Sunday April 4, 2021

From popcorn.org

Kids can help create these adorable popcorn Easter bas-
kets.

Yield: 12 baskets (basket base: 3-inches wide and 1 3/4 
tall)

Ingredients
3 quarts popped popcorn
4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter or margarine
3 cups miniature marshmallows
3 tablespoons (1/2 of a 3-ounce box) strawberry, lime, or 

lemon gelatin dessert mix
12 licorice twists (8-inches each)
1/2 cup shredded or flaked sweetened coconut
Green food color, or color of choice
Small candy-coated chocolate eggs or jellybeans
Equipment needed: 12-cup muffin pan
Directions
Spray a large mixing bowl lightly with cooking spray and 

place popcorn inside.
In a medium saucepan, melt butter over low heat. Stir in 

marshmallows and gelatin dessert powder until marshmal-
lows are melted and mixture is smooth. Pour over popcorn 
and mix well until coated.

Spray hands with cooking spray and press firmly to form 
into 12 balls. Press each popcorn ball into well of muffin 

tin. Press firmly into muffin 
pan with the back of a spoon 
to form base of basket. 
Bend and press a licorice 
twist firmly into both sides 
of each basket. (If licorice 
seems thick, peel 2-3 strings 
from each piece).

Place coconut into re-seal-
able plastic sandwich bag. 
Sprinkle a drop of food color 
onto coconut and seal bag. 
Press bag to distribute color 
evenly. Sprinkle about 1 tea-
spoon of coconut onto each 
basket. Place a few candy 
eggs into each basket. Allow 
basket to set about 1 hour 
before gently removing bas-
kets from muffin pan. (Removal can be made easier with 
the tip of a small knife applied to pan edge).

Serve immediately or wrap individually in plastic wrap 
for storage. Add a ribbon tie to plastic wrap as a decorative 
closure.

Preparation time: 35 minutes

Popcorn Easter Basket
Nutrition Facts
Per 1 cup:
180 calories
8 g total fat
4 g saturated fat
10 mg cholesterol

90 mg sodium
29 g carbohyrdrates
1 g fiber
17 g sugar
2 g protein
39 mg potassium

Almost every year, Eas-
ter and National Jelly Bean 
Day both fall in April, mak-
ing it the de facto Month of 
the Jelly Bean.

In a normal year, over 16 
billion beans are made just 
for the Easter season. With 
things starting to open back 
up this year, it’s tough to tell 
whether fewer or more jelly 
beans will be needed. Per-
haps people will feel like 
outdoor Easter egg hunts 
are safe and go big after a 
quiet 2020. It remains to be 
seen but should be interest-
ing to watch it play out.
National Jelly 
Bean Rankings

As a nation, sometimes it 
seems like we can’t agree 
on anything. Our size, di-
versity and multitude of 
culturally-influenced pref-
erences creates a rainbow 
of opinions. This particu-
lar rainbow happens to be 
made of jelly bean opinions.

We ranked the top 21 jel-
ly bean flavors in America. 
Here we go.

#1 Cinnamon – Reign-
ing Champion: Cinnamon 
made steady progress to-
wards the top over the past 
few years. It finally over-
took the #1 spot last year 
and hangs on again this 
year. This spicy red jelly 
bean flavor is part of a trend 
of spicy candy we noticed a 
while back. In fact, the top 
3 jelly bean flavors do not 
include a sweet or fruity fla-
vor at all!

#2 Black Licorice: Black 
Licorice is regaining its 
mojo. It had been on a los-
ing streak, falling from the 
#1 spot 3 years ago down 
to #3. It took a step for-
ward this year back to the 

#2 spot. There’s no denying 
the immense popularity of 
black licorice jelly beans. 
In Michigan, they are the 
number 2 flavor.

#3 Buttered Pop-
corn: Salty and 
buttery, Buttered 
Popcorn was still 
riding high last 
year, maintaining 
at #2 after knock-
ing Black Licorice 
off the top spot 3 
years ago. Black lic-
orice has pushed it aside 
again this year. 
Both flavors 
incite strong 
o p i n i o n s , 
positive and 
negative, but in 
the end, Buttered Popcorn 
has work to do to if it wants 
to become the number one 
jelly bean flavor in America 
again. It is the #1 favorite 
flavor in Michigan.

#4 Cherry: Cherry is like 
the jelly bean elder. It has 
been around for a long time 

Jelly Beans Quick Facts
• In the early 1900s, jelly beans were only sold in individual flavors.
• Jelly beans were the first confection to be sold by weight.
• 16 Billion jelly beans are manufactured for Easter season alone.
• That many jelly beans could make it 1/3 of the way to the 

moon.
• Jelly beans were originally a Christmas candy until 

about 1930.
• Blueberry bean lovers can thank Ronald 

Reagan. Jelly Belly needed a blue jelly bean 
when he was elected, and the blueberry jelly 
bean was born.

Looking at over 13 years of candy sales 
data and the results from over 10,000 survey 
responses, we were able to map out jelly bean 
flavor preferences by state.

The .map (left) illustrates each state’s favorite 
jelly bean flavor. The results are not specific to 
any one brand of jelly bean.

and was once the king of 
jelly bean flavors, reigning 
for more than 20 years. It’s 
no longer in the top 3, but 
perhaps its time has not yet 
come.

#5 Juicy Pear: Juicy Pear 
is sort of a new classic jelly 
bean flavor. It has reached a 
high level of popularity in 

a relatively short lifespan. 
This year it even took over 
as the #1 flavor in Colorado, 
Wyoming and Florida!

#6 Coffee: Coffee had a 
major year, jumping from 
the #16 spot all the way up 
here to #6. It was the biggest 
move of the year and felt 
like it was overdue. Coffee, 

the drink, has never been 
more popular, and coffee 
flavored treats and gifts are 
on the rise. Coffee flavored 
jelly beans are no different, 
making strong moves and 
mixing it up with various 
flavor varieties like latte 
and espresso (which we 
lumped together).

#7 Watermelon: Water-
melon held its place at the 
number 7 spot this year. 
They are popular coast to 
coast, and like cherry are 
more sweet-flavored.

#8 Root Beer: Maine’s 
favorite flavor, Root Beer, 
is moving up fast. Jumping 
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Bear essentials

Bears commonly are attracted to bird feeders for their access to 
easy protein and fat calories. Food can erode the natural fear of 
humans that bears have.

If you live in northern Michigan, learning the “bear es-
sentials” is the key to coexisting with wildlife.

Black bears have a big appetite, an excellent sense of 
smell and the ability to remember a food source year after 
year, which is why preventing conflicts with bears is nec-
essary.

You can help your community reduce bear conflicts by 
following these simple steps:

•  Remove potential food sources, like bird feeders, from 
your yard.

•  Keep pet food inside or in a secured area.
•  Keep garbage and odor at a minimum by removing 

trash often, storing trash in a secured area and cleaning 
the container with disinfectant.

•  Keep grills and picnic tables clean.
•  Protect apiaries (bee hives), fruit trees and gardens 

from bears with electric fencing.
Watch the Bear Essentials video at https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=y6c1c3qw7dg for more tips on how to avoid 
conflict with black bears.

It is safer for both bears and people to keep wildlife at a 
distance. While putting out feeders for bird watching during 
the winter is a fun and safe activity, feeders can attract more 
than songbirds during the spring, summer and fall months. 
Removing them now reduces the risk of attracting bears or 
other curious wildlife to your property.

Additional tips and information on how to handle con-
flicts with wildlife are available at Michigan.gov/Wildlife.

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Late season frogs

DNR’s walleye egg collection on Muskegon River starts Thursday

The pickerel frog is a small North American frog, 
characterized by the appearance of seemingly 
“hand-drawn” squares on its dorsal surface. Photo 
by Brian Gratwicke, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Northern leopard frogs 
were common when I was 
young and exploring neigh-
borhood wetlands. They 
have become uncommon 
and even rare in many loca-
tions for reasons unknown. 
It is not just because I have 
grown and developed other 
pursuits that they seem less 
abundant. Herpetologists 
studying the frogs con-
firm decreased numbers. 
If you have them in abun-
dance, celebrate and pro-
tect healthy habitat. We do 
not understand all the crit-
ical features in their nature 
niche needed for survival.

They begin breeding lat-
er in spring than the Wood 
Frogs, Western Chorus 
Frogs, and Spring Peepers 
described in last week’s ar-
ticle. The late season frogs 
do best in permanent water. 
Shallow water near lake 
shores with lots of grassy 
vegetation, marshes, and 
moderately slow stream 
borders and inlets provide 
good breeding habitat. I 
think that clearing lake 
shores of vegetation for bet-
ter beaches and eliminating 
vegetation for better swim-
ming areas contributed to 
frog decline. I have not seen 
that confirmed by amphibi-
an studies so that hypothe-
sis remains unanswered. 

Removing vegetation 
chemically or with manual 
equipment does not bode 
well for aquatic organisms. 
People want fish to thrive, 
but fish are challenged with 
more sterile habitat as are 
amphibians, insects, and 
wetland feeding birds and 
mammals. 

Pickerel frogs look 
similar to leop-
ard frogs but 
can be distin-
guished by two 
features. Pickerel 
frogs have large 
rectangular dark spots 
with narrower light areas 
between them. The leop-
ard frogs’ dark spots 
are smaller and round-
ed with greater light col-
or separating spots. More 
significant is the Pickerel 
frog’s hidden bright yellow 
at the base of the hind legs. 
Leopard frogs might have 
a faint yellow there. Both 
frogs normally develop into 
an adult in one season but 
some require two summers. 
That is a reason they do 
best in permanent waters. 
Those breeding in late April 
or early May are more like-
ly to reach adulthood in one 
warm season. 

Two similar frogs are 
green and bull frogs. Bull 
frogs get much larger but 
that takes time and may re-
quire a few years growth. 
Both usually take more 
than one year to transform 
from the tadpole stage to 
a tailless adult frog. Green 
frogs line up around the 
edge of the vernal pond to 
the west of the Red Pine 
interpretive building at 
the Howard Christensen 
Nature Center. That pond 
sometimes retains water 
throughout the winter but 
not always. Many develop-
ing frogs that breed there 
must die. The permanent 
tadpole pond southwest of 
the building offers better 
survival chances. 

warms to above 70ºF mak-
ing them the latest to join 
the seasonal orchestra. A 

green frog sounds like 
someone plucking a 

banjo or guitar string. 
Bull frogs re-

semble a cow 
mooing. 

The last late 
season frog 
common in our 

region is the 
gray tree frog 
that is me-
dium sized 
between the 
wood frog 
and green 
frog. It is 

somewhat toad like in ap-
pearance and has suction 
cup toes and can climb 
windows. Like other frogs 
it breeds in water. It moves 
away from ponds when 
grown, like chorus frogs, 
spring peepers, wood frogs, 
and leopard frogs. These 
frogs all feed in moist for-
ests but the gray tree frogs 
seems to tolerate drier areas 
better. They can be found 
hiding on the siding of our 
homes and feed on insects 
by lights at night. Their call 
is a sharp short trill unlike 
the exceedingly long trill of 
American toads that reside 
in insecticide free gardens.

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.

One habitat management 
policy I implemented when 
I was director at HCNC 
was for interpretive teach-
ers to only take students 
around the west shore of 
vernal pond to allow the 
east shoreline to remain un-
disturbed by school groups. 
The purpose was twofold. 
Number one was to teach 
a respect and reverence 
for life and secondarily to 
hopefully improve survival 
opportunity for frogs in that 
half of the pond.

Green frogs have what is 
called a dorsolateral ridge 
or fold that runs from head 
toward the rear. This ridge 
is absent on bull frogs so 
even smaller bull frogs can 
be distinguished by the lack 
of the long ridge. Bull frogs 
have a ridge that runs from 
behind the eye and wraps 
around the flat circular ear-
drum called a tympanum 
that is behind and below the 
eye. Green and bull frogs 
sing when the temperature 

Angler holding a walleye. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR. 

safety.
To maintain effective social 

distancing and allow fisheries 
staff to safely, efficiently col-
lect eggs, the DNR also asks 
people not to gather at egg col-
lection sites.

“The annual Muskegon 
River egg take is a critical op-
eration for statewide walleye 
management,” said Jim Dexter, 
DNR Fisheries Division chief. 
“We’re planning to collect 
about 32 million walleye eggs 
during this effort.”

That collective egg take will 
result in fry (fish that have just 
hatched) for transfer to rear-
ing ponds and direct fry plants 
throughout the Lower Penin-
sula. Walleye fry transferred to 
ponds will be raised to finger-
ling size (approximately 1.5 to 
2.5 inches) and stocked in late 
spring or early summer in lakes 

and rivers throughout the state.
Lake Michigan and many 

inland lake walleye popula-
tions in the Lower Peninsula 
depend on the fingerlings pro-
duced from Muskegon River 
eggs. The size of the walleye 
spawning run in the Muskegon 
River is about 40,000 to 50,000 
fish each year. DNR crews will 
strip milt (sperm) and eggs 
from approximately 500 adult 
fish, which will be returned to 
the river, except for 60, which 
will be sent to Michigan State 
University for fish health test-
ing.

“This adult population con-
sists of mostly stocked fish,” 
said Ed Pearce, DNR fisheries 
technician supervisor who co-
ordinates the egg take. “The 
Muskegon River has the larg-
est run of walleye in the Lake 
Michigan watershed south of 

Green Bay.”
Three to four days of fish col-

lections are planned this spring. 
The date those collections will 
begin depends on water tem-
peratures and the presence of 
ripe fish. This schedule can 
change daily for many reasons, 
but it is anticipated most work 
will be completed from the last 
week of March through the 
second week of April.

Walleye collection usually 
begins at Croton Dam each day 
about 8:30 a.m. and proceeds 
downstream to the Pine Street 
access Site. If more eggs are 
needed, additional collections 
may occur downstream to the 
Thornapple Street access site.

Learn more about how the 
DNR manages Michigan’s 
fisheries at Michigan.gov/Fish-
ing.

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
is online @http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

Muskegon River anglers 
should be on the lookout for 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources personnel 
collecting walleye eggs be-
low Croton Dam this spring. 
Electrofishing boats will be on 
the water this week, starting 
Thursday, March 25, and work 
should conclude by April 16. 
People who want to avoid the 
walleye collection activities 
should fish downstream.

The DNR asks the public to 
use caution when fishing near 
the electrofishing boats. Any-
one wading nearby when boats 
approach will be asked to exit 
the water to ensure everyone’s 



Three 
qualify for 
state

Red Hawk 
bowlers compet-
ed in Post Con-
ference tourna-
ment on March 
13.  They had a 
great time and 
put forth a val-
iant effort with 
the boys taking 
2nd place and the 
girls taking 3rd 
place.

Making it to 
the All Confer-
ence team were 
Chloe Fisk, Ni-
cole Baker, Ethan 
Plummer, Cody 
Marshall and 
honorable men-
tion Kayla Walters.

The All Tournament team 
for the Red Hawks were 
Chloe Fisk, Nicole Baker, 
Katelin Kooiman, Ethan 
Plummer, and Cody Mar-
shall.  Congratulations to 
Cody Marshall, Chloe Fisk 
and Nicole Baker for qual-
ifying for State.

The team would like to 
give a big thank you to 
our coaches Bryan Russell 
and Crystal Morales. We 
couldn’t have done it with-
out you.

Congratulations to all our 
bowlers!
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BOYS SOCCER
Daniel Cole
Junior captain, Daniel Cole, brings his 
second season as a member of the 
varsity squad to a close recognized 
by the coaches of the OK Gold 
conference as an Honorable Mention 
All-Conference selection for the 2020 
season. As a central midfielder, Dan 
is a crucial link between defense and 
attack, responsible for thwarting the 
opposition’s threat in the center of the 
pitch and helping to orchestrate the 

build-up phase of the team’s transition to attacking play. Dan is 
especially dangerous on the dribble, often making penetrating 
runs forward to unbalance the opposition and create goal-scoring 
opportunities. He finished the season as the second-leading scorer 
on the squad with four goals and two assists. For his achievements 
and superb play, Dan was awarded All-District honors. Dan’s 
competitiveness and will to win are unmatched, and his ability 
to spark the team into more concerted effort on the pitch make 
him the proverbial field-general, acting in many ways as a coach 
on the field. Dan is a great player – it’s as simple as that. He is 
strong, skillful, tenacious, and always gives his maximum. Dan’s 
discipline in training and desire to push himself and his teammates 
farther day after day inspires all of them to press on and follow his 
example.

BOYS TENNIS
Landon Kolodziej
Landon’s tenacity and competitive drive, 
is something to be applauded. He and 
his partner, Timothy Minnema, won 
most of their matches in a third set or a 
match tiebreaker. Landon would never 
give up and would compete until the 
last point was played. The sky is the limit 
next year, his senior season.

 

Our Services: 
• Short-Term Rehabilitation  
• Skilled Nursing  
• Long-Term Care  
• Hospice Care  
• Respite Stays  
• Cardiac Rehab Services 
• Stroke Rehab Services 

WHO IS MISSION POINT HEALTHCARE SERVICES? 

With 20 facilities across the state, we are never far away. 
Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day. 

Mission Point Healthcare Services is a full service health care management company located 
throughout the Detroit-Metro, greater Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan regions. 
Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
consisting of over 1,690 skilled nursing beds. Mission Point’s services offered are physical 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing care, wound care, hospice care, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
have individualized goals to help them return to their 
prior level of function and to return home safe and 
independently. 

m i s s i o n p o i n t h e a l t h c a r e . c o m  
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Landon Kolodziej

Bowlers take top places at tournament

Cheer advances to regionals and 
state finals

Red Hawk Varsity cheer took second place at district finals at DeWitt High School last weekend.

Team 2021 continues the Cedar 
Springs High School tradition of ex-
cellence in competitive cheer as they 
claimed their spot on the big blue mat 
at the Michigan Competitive Cheer 
State Finals, which will be held at the 
Breslin Center in East Lansing on Sat-
urday, March 27.

The excitement began on Saturday, 
March 20, when the Lady Red Hawks 
squared off against 13 teams at DeWitt 
High School for District Finals and an 
opportunity to advance further into the 
postseason if they placed in the top 
four. Despite facing the challenge of 
losing a teammate to contact tracing, 
these young female athletes stepped 
onto the blue mat and executed one of 
their best performances of the season 
and earned 2nd place with a score of 
757.22!  

Coach Olszewski enthusiastical-
ly offered these comments about her 
team. “I just want to tell you how in-
credibly proud and amazed I am by these young women on 
this team. It’s a true testament to their hard work and the 
skill set they have worked to attain. I spent most of the sea-
son holding my breath, reminding them they can do any-
thing they put their minds to, and hoping we stay healthy. 
These girls are awesome and resilient, and I know if there is 
a group that can do it, it’s this one!”

With only two days to rest, the girls hit the mat again to 
compete against the top teams in West Michigan at the region-
al finals at Kenowa Hills High School on Tuesday, March 23. 
The Lady Red Hawks gave three solid performances in the 
first session of the competition and had to leave the compe-
tition without knowing their round three score or how their 
scores would stack up against the powerhouse teams com-
peting in session two. The girls watched the second session 
at Cedar View Elementary and anxiously waited for the re-
sults from each round. At the conclusion of the event, the 
girls huddled in a circle on the floor of the school and leapt 
to their feet in excitement when they learned that they had 
placed third, with a score of 754.58, and earned their place at 
State finals, for the third year in a row!

Job well done Team 2021! Good luck at State Finals! 
#UNITED

Ethan Plummer and Cody Marshall also made the All Tourna-
ment team.

Katelin Kooiman, Chloe Fisk, and Nicole Baker 
were named to the All Tournament team.

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

ChampChamp
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These lady Red Hawks finished fifth in the distance medley relay at 
the state meet.  

that to an athlete, but it’s in her blood. She craves hard work and 
has a desire to succeed but sees the big picture in a way even many 
adults don’t achieve. Great parenting on display. Her maturity and 
strength are elite, and as a freshman, the sky is the limit for her. I 
can’t wait to see the athlete and young woman she becomes over 
the next four years. All-state is just the beginning for Annalise.”

Kaitlynn Brown, Addyson Brown, and Danika Fessenden from 
Cedar Springs were part of the Cedar Rock relay team who ran in 
the distance medley relay (DMR). This relay is made up of a 1200 
meter leg, a 400 meter leg, an 800 meter leg, and a 1600 meter 
leg. The girls shaved off a considerable amount of time from their 
seeded time and finished 5th in a time of 14:36.   

Senior Corey Bowers also ran for hardware in the 1600 meter 
run. He was seeded 2nd coming in. Bowers ran a 4:22 finishing 
first making him state champ. 

“This was a special moment for Corey, who has committed 
much of his life to this sport over the past six years,” said Coach 
Jones. “A state championship is something every runner chases 
but only a select few achieve. We emphasize in our program that 
winning is not normal and by definition, it requires an abnormal 
work ethic and an attitude of relentless pursuit that outweighs 
what the average athlete is willing to commit. I’d say that in and 
of itself summarizes Corey’s story pretty well and that’s why he’s 
been a winner for many years and he can now call himself a state 
champion. 

“The journey to achieve that title comes with many life lessons, 
and I think more than anything I can’t wait to see how he applies 
that to achieve success in his future endeavors as he enters adult-
hood,” added Jones. “Whatever success means to him, I believe 
he’ll achieve it. Corey is a disciplined warrior and I couldn’t be 
more proud.”



The 2021 CTA middle 
school girls basketball 
team had a great season 
for their second year in 
the program. The girls 
finished 4-4 and 1 tied 
game. Coach Justin Hard-
ing was impressed with 
how the girls responded 
to the challenges of hav-
ing minimal practice time 
and so many games in a 
short time span. The Mid-
dle School Lady Char-
gers were led by team 
Captains, eighth graders 
Alyssa Bishop and Katie 
Christie. “I am proud of 
the team,” commended 
Coach Harding. “They stayed focused in every game and they never stopped giving 100%. 
I look forward to the future of the Lady Chargers Basketball program at CTA”.

The 20-21 CTA boys Varsity basketball 
team endured injuries and missing players 
throughout the season to persevere through 
practices and games. Coach Eric Besmer 
had one returning starter from last year: 
senior John Wortz. Besmer noted that sev-
eral players including juniors Evan Bes-
mer and Ethan Watson; 

sophomore Parker Tompkins; and freshman 
Jake Perry stepped up their game this year 
in various ways. “We had newcomers this 
year that showed lots of growth, and I am 
looking forward to the years ahead,” shared 
Coach Besmer. CTA had a 2-8 league re-
cord and 1-1 tournament record.
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

Middle School Girls Basketball: Front (L to R): Natalie Reichelt, Zoi 
Devries, Calyssa Brinley, Natalie Haan, Penelope Rose. Back (L to R): 
Coach Justin Harding, Manager Grace Middlebrook, Sydnee Shepherd, 
Alyssa Bishop, Katie Christie, Assistant Coach Tori Wierda.

Chargers Celebrate 
March is Reading Month

March is known nationally as 
Reading Month and at CTA, the 
district celebrates the importance 
of a love of reading from grades 
preschool through 12th grade.

How CTA is celebrating March 
is Reading Month:

● To kick off the month, all 
students, preschool-12th grade, 
stopped what they were doing and 
read for 2021 seconds at the same 
time.

● Elementary students are “Cel-
ebrating” Reading month by fill-
ing the halls with paper balloons 
that represent books read by in-
dividual students, as well as class 
read-alouds.

● Classrooms have been able to 
invite Mystery Readers into their 
classrooms by utilizing ZOOM 
calls and hosting friends and fam-
ily members of students virtually 

as readers.
● Mrs. Bialkowski, CTA elementary prin-

cipal, and Mrs. Mattson, CTA superintendent, 
have visited all elementary classrooms to read 
and gift ALL students with books purchased 
through a reading grant.

● At the secondary level, 6th-12th grade stu-
dents are “Reading for the Gold.” Reading for 
the Gold includes a door decorating contest; 
reading challenges to encourage and increase 
student time spent on reading; and celebrating 
at the end of the month with a CTA Olympics 
day of events.

Top row (L to R): Senior, Willow Sidlauskas; Senior, Grace Hoogerhyde; Senior, Jeff Marek, Jr.; 
Senior, McKenzie Alverson;Bottom Row (L to R): Junior, Alison Fisk; Junior, Austin Fisk; Junior, 

Alyssa Shelagowski

Order On The Court
CTA wraps up up the basketball season

9th graders Brett Kooienga and Caden McSorley show 
off their class door design, which played on RedBox 
movies but with a reading twist to it.

Audrey Faber is working on a craft project to 
align with the book she is reading.

Varsity Boys Basketball: Front (L to R): John Elliott, Parker Tompkins, Jake Perry, Alexander Toth, Jacob 
Jaggers, Ethan Watson. Back (L to R): Assistant Coach Ben Perry, Damien Pohl, Evan Besmer, John Wortz, 
Jordan Brown, Cameron Haan, Coach Eric Besmer.

Varsity Girls Basketball: Front (L to R): Jayda Schreiber, Ruby Tompkins, Taylor Dells, Alison Fisk, Nade-
lynn Brinley. Back (L to R): Assistant Coach Ben Perry, Danielle Piskun, Analiese VanHarten, Molly Wortz, 
Alyssa Shelagowski, Lydia Romancky, Coach Lisa Perry.  

The 20-21 season for the Varsity Lady 
Chargers was a great one filled with many 
learning opportunities. The Lady Chargers 
started the season with five returning players. 
Many players were new to basketball or had 
to fill new roles. Overall, the girls learned a lot 
as a team and their unity remained strong and 
spirits were high, despite the many challeng-
es. Captains Ruby Tompkins and Molly Wortz 
led the Chargers with their positive energy and 

focused on the job ahead of them. Sophomore 
Taylor Dells stepped into the point guard role 
and led the Chargers in scoring. Alison Fisk 
led in rebounds, and first year player Lydia 
Romancky earned herself a starting role. The 
Lady Chargers look forward to working hard 
for next season, as well as learning and grow-
ing together as a team. All-conference Awards 
went to senior Ruby Tompkins, junior Molly 
Wortz, and junior Alison Fisk.

CTA Pre-K thru 12th ENROLLMENT
We would love to schedule a tour with you and share all the

 wonderful opportunities we offer for ALL our students at CTA. 
Call 616-696-4905  |  www.ctachargers.org



TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$
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TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS$$ $$

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 

2 spots again this year to make the number 8 spot, it has 
moved up 7 spots in 3 years.

#9 Cotton Candy: Cotton Candy has been knocking on 
the door of the top ten for a few years now. This year it 
made the jump from #11 to #9.This fair ground-inspired fla-
vor is all sweetness without the  fruity. For some people it’s 
the perfect combination of sweet and no citrus.

#10 Orange: Orange flavor fell another spot this year af-
ter getting jumped by Cotton Candy. Orange has held strong 
as a classic jelly bean flavor to remain in the top ten. It even 
took the top spot in Idaho.

#11 Sour: Sour flavored jelly beans have made a nice 
move up this year, moving up from #13 to #11 most popular 
flavor. They were #1 in New York and now Nebraska, too.

#12 Coconut: Coconut is moving up from #14 last year. 
It’s another classic flavor that’s not super fruity and doing 
well.

#13 Toasted Marshmallow: Toasted Marshmallow 
dropped big time from the #6 spot last year. It was the big-
gest drop of the year.

#14 Chocolate: Chocolate jelly beans moved up again 
this year, 5 spots from the #19 to #14 place. Chocolate lov-
ers might wonder why it’s not even higher, but they did 
claim the #1 spot in Illinois again.

#15 Green Apple: A Green Apple jelly bean a day keeps 
the doctor away. Probably not, but Green Apple is reeling 
now after dropping another 3 spots this year. From #8 three 
years ago, they now find themselves at #15. A classic old 
school jelly bean flavor, it’s number 3 in Michigan.

#16 Blueberry: Blueberry jelly beans, the flavor they in-
vented specifically to make the blue in red white and blue, 
has fallen another spot to #16, down 3 spots in as many 
years. Useful for their blue color, which is a popular col-
or for event candy, blueberry jelly beans may struggle to 
differentiate themselves from the crowd of fruity flavored 
jelly beans.

#17 Strawberry: Strawberry jelly beans have seen an 
abrupt reversal of fortune, and not in a good way. Dropping 
all the from the #8 spot down to #17, these classic favorites 
might need a PR team to explain what the heck happened 
here.

#18 Grape: Grape stayed strong at #18, same as last year. 
Purple is a strong color and is an asset to Grape jelly beans. 
Purple is one of the most popular candy colors and there are 
not many other purple flavors.

#19 Banana: Banana flavored jelly beans moved up from 
#21 to #19, a small but significant move. Banana is a classic 
candy flavor that isn’t super traditional for jelly beans, but 
the popularity of Jelly Belly has made it more prominent in 
recent years.

#20 Bubblegum: Bubblegum flavor fell 3 spots from #17 
last year, making it a 6-spot loss over 3 years. So bubble-
gum is in a downtrend. 

#21 Red Apple: Red Apple fell back a spot to #21. Red 
apple has done well to stay moderately high even though 
its greener brother is the more famous of the apple flavors.

Next week: The best and worst Easter candy

Federal tax day for individuals 
extended to May 17
Treasury, IRS extend filing and payment deadline

State tax return deadline extended
Taxpayers can now file tax returns and make payments by May 17, 2021

WASHINGTON—The  
Treasury Department and 
Internal Revenue Service 
announced that the federal 
income tax filing due date 
for individuals for the 2020 
tax year will be automati-
cally extended from April 
15, 2021, to May 17, 2021. 
The IRS will be providing 
formal guidance in the com-
ing days.

“This continues to be a 
tough time for many peo-
ple, and the IRS wants to 
continue to do everything 
possible to help taxpayers 
navigate the unusual cir-
cumstances related to the 
pandemic, while also work-
ing on important tax admin-
istration responsibilities,” 
said IRS Commissioner 
Chuck Rettig. “Even with 
the new deadline, we urge 
taxpayers to consider filing 

as soon as possible, espe-
cially those who are owed 
refunds. Filing electroni-
cally with direct deposit is 
the quickest way to get re-
funds, and it can help some 
taxpayers more quickly re-
ceive any remaining stim-
ulus payments they may be 
entitled to.”

Individual taxpayers can 
also postpone federal in-
come tax payments for the 
2020 tax year due on April 
15, 2021, to May 17, 2021, 
without penalties and inter-
est, regardless of the amount 
owed. This postponement 
applies to individual tax-
payers, including individ-
uals who pay self-employ-
ment tax. Penalties, interest 
and additions to tax will 
begin to accrue on any re-
maining unpaid balances as 
of May 17, 2021. Individual 

taxpayers will automatical-
ly avoid interest and pen-
alties on the taxes paid by 
May 17.

Individual taxpayers do 
not need to file any forms 
or call the IRS to qualify 
for this automatic federal 
tax filing and payment re-
lief. Individual taxpayers 
who need additional time 
to file beyond the May 17 
deadline can request a filing 
extension until Oct. 15 by 
filing Form 4868 through 
their tax professional, tax 
software or using the Free 
File link on IRS.gov. Filing 
Form 4868 gives taxpayers 
until Oct. 15 to file their 
2020 tax return but does not 
grant an extension of time 
to pay taxes due. Taxpay-
ers should pay their federal 
income tax due by May 17, 
2021, to avoid interest and 

penalties.
The IRS urges taxpayers 

who are due a refund to file 
as soon as possible. Most 
tax refunds associated with 
e-filed returns are issued 
within 21 days.

This relief does not ap-
ply to estimated tax pay-
ments that are due on April 
15, 2021. These payments 
are still due on April 15. 
Taxes must be paid as tax-
payers earn or receive in-
come during the year, ei-
ther through withholding 
or estimated tax payments. 
In general, estimated tax 
payments are made quar-
terly to the IRS by people 
whose income isn’t subject 
to income tax withholding, 
including self-employment 
income, interest, dividends, 
alimony or rental income. 
Most taxpayers automati-
cally have their taxes with-
held from their paychecks 
and submitted to the IRS by 
their employer.

LANSING, Mich.--State of Michi-
gan individual income tax annual re-
turns are now due on May 17, 2021, 
according to the Michigan Depart-
ment of Treasury.

The new filing deadline comes after 
the Internal Revenue Service extended 
its deadline to the same date. For the 
benefit and convenience of taxpayers, 
both the beginning and end of income 
tax filing season are the same as the 
IRS.

“I’m happy to announce that we are 
giving Michiganders extra time on 
their taxes this year,” said Governor 
Whitmer. “This has been a difficult 
year for everyone, and by moving the 
income tax payment date, I hope fam-
ilies have the buffer they need to get 
their finances in order. I am grateful 
for the money going out to Michigan-
ders under the American Rescue Plan 
and proud of the state-level pandemic 
relief we’ve delivered to families and 
small businesses. Together, we’ll build 
our economy back better.”

“Taxpayers are trying to under-
stand how the federal stimulus and 
the COVID-19 pandemic is impacting 
their taxes,” State Treasurer Rachael 
Eubanks said. “We are continuously 
evaluating how we can assist taxpay-

ers. Changing the state’s filing and 
payment deadlines can help individ-
uals figure out their next steps as we 
navigate these extraordinary times.”

“Our members have been adamant 
to find relief everywhere we can for 
the people of the State of Michigan,” 
said *Matt Hall, chairman of the 
House Tax Policy committee. “We 
have been prepared with legislation to 
extend the April 15 filing deadline this 
year and we’re grateful that Treasury 
and the administration are working 
to waive penalties and interest in the 
meantime.”

Under a Taxpayer Notice issued by 
the state Treasury Department, state 
individual income tax annual returns 
and payments are now due before 
11:59 p.m. on May 17, 2021.

Individual tax-
payers who need 
additional time 
to file beyond the 
May 17 deadline 
can request an ex-
tension to Oct. 15, 
2021. Taxpayers 
requesting addi-
tional time to file 
should estimate 
their tax liability 

and pay any taxes owed by May 17, 
2021, to avoid additional interest and 
penalties.

Because the extension is limited to 
the 2020 taxes, first quarter estimates 
for tax year 2021 remain due on April 
15, 2021.

Taxpayers who are owed a refund 
are encouraged to file their state in-
come tax returns so they can receive 
their refunds. More information about 
e-filing is available at www.michigan.
gov/mifastfile.

Changes to city income tax dead-
lines require state legislation.

To learn more about Michigan’s tax-
es, go to www.michigan.gov/taxes or 
follow the state Treasury Department 
on Twitter at @MITreasury [ https://
www.twitter.com/mitreasury ].

Prepare your family, engage your community, and help 
build a prepared and resilient Michigan!

More information from Michigan State Police Emergen-
cy Management and Homeland Security at https://www.
michigan.gov/miready/. Click on Severe weather aware-
ness week to learn more.

Click on the “Plan Ahead” tab at the top of that page or 
scroll to the bottom of the page to locate the “Plan Ahead” 

Conservation officers began investigating the three men 
more than a year ago, after receiving anonymous tips that 
eventually connected the suspects, and then confirmed they 
had been at the location where the three elk cows were 
found dead. That location was situated 50 yards north of 
Hardwood Lake Road, near Bobcat Trail, east of Vanderbilt 
in Otsego County. 

During the investigation, the Whites confessed to con-
servation officers that they poached the three elk. The three 
men were arraigned in January.

This was the third elk poaching case to occur within a 
30-day period in late 2019. DNR conservation officers con-
tinue to actively investigate the two preceding elk poaching 
crimes: a bull elk killed in Otsego County in November 
2019, and a second elk killed in Montmorency County a 
week later.

Anyone who witnesses or suspects a natural resource 
violation has occurred should immediately call or text the 
DNR’s Report All Poaching hotline at 800-292-7800. In-
formation can be reported to the tip line anonymously and 
monetary rewards may be offered for information that leads 
to the arrest and conviction of violators.

Learn more at Michigan.gov/ConservationOfficers.

PoachingPoaching
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

WeatherWeather
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

to taken with him!
The Cedar Springs Community Easter Extravaganza will 

take place on Saturday, April 3, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Heart 
of Cedar Springs Park behind the library. The event, which is 
being put on by Green Family and Friends and City Impact, 
is free to the public. There will be an Easter egg hunt, pola-
roid photos with the Easter bunny, hot dogs on the grill, raffle 
prizes, music, and lots of fun! The event is mask-friendly.

EasterEaster
...continued from front page...continued from front page

section. This resource section will provide you with tem-
plates on how to build an emergency preparedness kit, cre-
ate a family communication plan, assemble a preparedness 
kit for your pet, and more!



Bella Marie – 5-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Say hello to Bella Marie! 
She can take a little bit 
of time to warm up, but 
once you win her over 
she will love you forever! 
She’s a laid-back girl who 
loves to nap in the sun, 
hang out with her people, 
and watch the world go 
by through the window. Once she’s well-rested, she 
also likes to run and chase squirrels and would LOVE 
a big, fenced-in backyard! Bella Marie can be cautious 
and shy in new situations, so a quiet, routine home is 
exactly what she’ll need. Her ideal home will be one 
where she can be the center of attention as the only 
dog with adults who can love and cherish her! 

Luna – 9-month-old female – Domestic Shorthair 

Meet Luna! This sweet 
girl has, unfortunately, 
had to spend a long 
time at HSWM due to 
medical treatment, 
but is now ready 
to find her forever 

home! She is extremely playful and loves to chase 
toys or watch bird videos on a computer screen or 
TV! Due to her past trauma, she does have some 
special medical needs and slight incontinence, 
although she uses the litter box well and is trialing 
diapers. If you are willing to give this girl the space 
and love she deserves, come meet this beauty today! 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org
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Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
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Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
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BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there 
being due and unpaid 
charges for which the 
undersigned is entitled 
to satisfy, an owner’s lien 
of the goods hereinafter 
described and stored 
at CEDARFIELD SELF 
STORAGE located at 
3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and 
the time specified in such 
notice for payment having 
expired, the goods will be 
sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder or 
otherwise disposed of on 
Friday, March 26, 2021 
at   12 pm.  Cash only.  We 
reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids.
John Elliott  –  A124
(5’x 5’)   household goods

Auction SAleAuction SAle

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE and 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 
is looking for 

EXPERIENCED FINISHERS
and FORM SETTERS. 

Competitive wages, based on 
experience and skill level.

PLEASE CALL 
616.636.5453

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

SPRING 
is a great time 
to buy a new 

home!

STATE OF 
MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
File No. 21-208896-DE

Estate of 
Ernest C. Mueller, Jr.

Date of Birth 08/18/1934 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, Ernest C. 
Mueller, Jr., died 02/24/2021. 
Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be for-
ever barred unless presented 
to Rose A. Coonen, personal 
representative, or to both the 
probate court at 180 Ottawa 
Ave NW, Ste 2500, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503 and the 
personal representative with-
in 4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. 
Attorney: Rose A. Coonen
Bar no. P66156
5035 Plainfield NE, Suite A
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
(616) 951-1531
Personal Representive:
Rose A. Coonen
5035 Plainfield NE, Suite A
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
(616) 951-1531

Dated: March 25, 2021

NOTICENOTICE

Barn Sale: Home Décor & More. 
Friday March 26th  & Saturday 
March 27th from Noon to 6 
pm. 1035 Jones Rd., Pierson, 
49339. #12p

Found: Gift Card found at the 
Meijer Gas Station in Cedar 
Springs on February 4th. Call 
to identify with the Card (place) 
name and amount on the card. 
616-889-6714. #7

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb
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Classifieds 

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

DEADLINE: Monday by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSICLASSIFIEDSFIEDS$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS
When you pay with

CA$H



 
TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS 

FOR LAWN CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of lia-
bility insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continu-
ous basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash no later than May 1st.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branches, 
trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee by May 17th.
One third of lawn cutting fee by July 14th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in this 
bid and agree to perform the duties described. 
Additionally, the successful bidder will supply the 
Township Clerk with proof of liability insurance 
within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, Solon 
Township reserves the right to terminate this con-
tract with forty-eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
12, 2021.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

 Solon Township Clerk
 Lawn Care Bids
 15185 Algoma Avenue NE
 Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 11, 2021
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CEDAR SPRINGS 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
204 E. Muskegon Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319-9599

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS:  

Cedar Springs Public Schools is soliciting sealed 
Band Uniform bids.  Please go to csredhawks.
org/Departments/Business-Office/Bids/index.
html for more information.  Sealed bids will be 
received at Cedar Springs Public Schools, 204 
E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs, MI  49319, 
prior to 12:00 PM, Tuesday, April 13th, 2021.  All 
eligible bids will be publicly opened and read 
aloud at 3:00 PM on Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 
in the Cedar Springs Board of Education room 
at the aforementioned address.  Bids will not be 
accepted after 12:00 PM.  A bid may be rejected 
which is in any way incomplete or irregular.  Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools shall have the right 
to waive informalities or irregularities in a bid re-
ceived, and to accept a bid which, in the judg-
ment of Cedar Springs Public Schools, is in the 
best interests of Cedar Springs Public Schools.

Dated: March 25, 2021

.COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township Zoning 
Board of Appeals will be held on Wed., April 14, 
2021 at 7:00 PM at the Township Hall, 7450 14 
Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. The following 
application will be a matter for consideration:

Application by Ruhf, Owner located at 8633 
& 8655 Peterson St. NE, Rockford, MI, 49341 
PP# 41-07-23-200-018 & -019, Location for new 
pole barn to be built. For release from Sec. 2.12 
Accessory Buildings and any other applicable 
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance if deemed 
pertinent to permit reconstruction of a pole barn.

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting. 
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the 
meeting for any changes and instructions.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Zoning Board of Appeals, address as 
noted above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.

Dated: March 25, 2021 Courtland Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Public Advisory Hearing

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Planning Commission of the Township of Solon 
will hold a public advisory hearing on Thurs-
day, April 15, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., at the Solon 
Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, on a request for a special land 
use and site plan review for an athletic field and 
related parking for school use concerning the ap-
plication by Creative Technologies Academy, for 
lands commonly known as address to be deter-
mined on Solon Street N.E. near 350 W. Pine 
Street N.E., and is legally described as follows:

The Northeast ¼ of the Northeast ¼ of the 
Southwest ¼ of Section 25, Town 10 North, 
Range 11 West. Subject to a 66.0 foot wide 
easement for ingress, egress and utilities 
over the West 66.0 feet thereof.

More particularly described as: Part of 
the Southwest ¼ of Section 25, Town 
10 North, Range 11 West, described as: 
Commencing at the West ¼ corner of 
said Section; Thence South 89 degrees 
55 minutes 31 seconds East 2007.50 feet 
along the East-West ¼ line of said Section 
to the place of beginning; Thence South 
89 degrees 55 minutes 31 seconds East 
669.16 feet along said ¼ line to the center 
of said Section; Thence South 00 degrees 
11 minutes 13 seconds West 653.62 feet 
along the South line of the Northeast ¼ 
of the Northeast ¼ of said Southwest 1/4; 
Thence North 00 degrees 14 minutes 51 
seconds East 654.66 feet along the West 
line of the Northeast ¼ of the Northeast 
¼ of said Southwest ¼ to the place of be-
ginning. Subject to a 66.0 foot wide ease-
ment for ingress, egress and utilities over 
the West 66.0 feet thereof.

The application materials are on file in the Town-
ship office, at the above-stated address, and 
may be reviewed by interested persons during 
Township office hours.  All interested persons 
may attend the public hearing and comment on 
the proposed special land use request.  Written 
comments may be submitted to the Township 
offices, at the above-stated address, up to and 
including the time of the public hearing.

Dated:  March 25, 2021   
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

Summary Of The Special 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, March 18, 2021

6:00 P.M.
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 6:01 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present.  No 
One Addressed The Council During The Public 
Comments. There Were No Scheduled Public 
Hearings. The Agenda And The Consent Agenda 
Were Approved As Presented.  Action Taken: 
None. Discussions Were Held On: 2021-2022 
Budget Workshop.  The Meeting Was Adjourned 
At 7:16 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: March 25, 2021 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Dated: March 25, 2021
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FREE TO YOU!

Because we’re
 advertiser supported!

#shoplocal 
#shopthepost

body was discovered.  
One of the deceased individuals has been identified as 

Serafina Wyckoff, a 68-year-old woman who resided at the 
residence. Due to the intensity of the fire, DNA testing will 
be required to make a positive identification of the second 
victim.

Investigators have stated that this investigation is being 
treated as a homicide but there is no threat to the public.  
The investigation continues and updates will be provided 
as they become available.



LANSING, Mich – The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) 
Tips From Former Smok-
ers® (Tips®) campaign is 
entering its 10th year with 
new ads that encourage 
people who smoke to quit. 
The Tips campaign is the 
nation’s first federally fund-
ed tobacco education cam-
paign and has helped more 
than 1 million U.S. adults to 
quit smoking and inspired 
millions more to try to quit.

The ads are running 
through Sept. 26 on na-
tional cable and network 
television, streaming radio 
and online. The latest Tips 
ads will continue to share 
personal stories of people 
suffering from smoking-re-
lated illnesses. In addition, 
new ads will tell the stories 
of family members who 
take care of a loved one suf-
fering from a smoking-re-
lated disease. Caring for 
a loved one with a smok-
ing-related illness can affect 
the caregiver’s life in vari-
ous ways, including their 
ability to work and maintain 
physical and mental health.

Research shows that emo-

tionally evocative, evi-
dence-based campaigns, 
like Tips, are effective in 
raising awareness about 
the dangers of smoking 
and helping people who 
smoke to quit. These 
campaigns are even more 
effective when coupled 
with the availability of 
quitlines, which provide 
free, confidential support 
services to help people 
quit smoking. Each year 
when the Tips campaign 
is aired, there is an imme-
diate and marked spike in 
calls to 800-QUIT-NOW 
and visits to the cam-
paign website.

“CDC’s Tips campaign 
is effective in bringing to 
life the harmful effects of 
smoking and connecting 
people with resources to 
help them quit,” said Dr. 
Joneigh Khaldun, chief 
medical executive and chief 
deputy for health. “As a 
physician, I know all too 
well the adverse effects of 
smoking on health. MDH-
HS is committed to helping 
Michigan residents under-
stand the reality of smok-
ing-related disease and 

death – and to prevent these 
realities from happening to 
them.”

Being a current or former 
cigarette smoker increases 
risk of severe illness from 
COVID-19. Those who cur-
rently smoke have the pow-
er to reduce their risk by 
quitting. Former smokers 
are urged to not start again. 
Coaching from the Michi-
gan Tobacco Quitline and 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion-approved medications 
can double the chances of 

quitting smoking.
In Michigan, 16,200 res-

idents died last year from 
smoking. A recent study 
showed that from 2012–
2018, the Tips campaign 
helped prevent an estimated 
129,000 early deaths and 
helped save an estimated 
$7.3 billion in smoking-re-
lated healthcare costs.

In addition to the harm 
it causes to peoples’ lives, 
cigarette smoking also has 
a significant impact on the 
U.S. economy. Smoking 

costs more than $300 bil-
lion a year, including nearly 
$170 billion in direct med-
ical costs and more than 
$156 billion in lost produc-
tivity. The Tips campaign is 
also an important counter to 
the billions of dollars spent 
on advertising and promot-
ing cigarettes each year.

Cigarette smoking re-
mains the single largest 
cause of preventable dis-
ease and death in the U.S., 
killing more than 480,000 
Americans each year. For 

every American who dies 
from a smoking-related dis-
ease, about 30 more suffer 
at least one serious illness 
from smoking. Nearly 70% 
of smokers say they want 
to quit. This campaign en-
courages smokers to call 
800-QUIT-NOW or to visit 
Cdc.gov/tips for free help 
quitting.
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National Poison Prevention Week
Michigan residents encouraged to take steps to prevent poisonings in their 
homes 

CDC tips from Former Smokers® campaign returns for 10th year 

L A N S I N G , 
Mich. – The Mich-

igan Poison Center 
at Wayne State Uni-

versity School of Medicine responded to nearly 61,000 calls in 
2020 related to potential poisonings; more than 32,000 involved 
children ages 0 to 19. To raise awareness of the dangers of po-
tentially poisonous medicines and chemicals, the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is joining the 
Michigan Poison Center in recognizing March 21–27 as National 
Poison Prevention Week.

More than 2 million poisonings are reported each year to the 
nation’s poison centers. According to the American Association 
of Poison Control Centers, approximately 90% of poisonings 
happen at home. Over 83% of exposures involve swallowing a 

substance (49% of those exposures involve medications and phar-
maceuticals).

“By educating Michiganders about preventative steps they can 
take in the home and in their lives, I believe we can make seri-
ous progress in keeping our loved ones safe,” said Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun, chief medical executive and chief deputy for health at 
MDHHS. “It is vital that people learn about basic information on 
poison prevention in the home, such as keeping chemicals out of 
the reach of children and carefully reading the labels and dosages 
on all products. Everyone should also know the national poison 
center number – it is an important resource for managing acciden-
tal exposures.”

Last year in Michigan, 58 percent of adult Poison Control 
Center calls were managed at home without requiring medical 
intervention and 80 percent of pediatric calls were kept out of the 
emergency department.

MDHHS recommends the following measures to reduce the 
risk of poisonings:

• Keep all chemicals, including medications, out of the reach of 
children and keep them in their original containers.

• Carefully read the labels and dosages on all products before 
using.

• Keep products in their original containers.
• Do not mix chemicals.
• Have a working carbon monoxide detector in your home.
• Program the National Poison Control number in your phone: 

800-222-1222.
To learn more about ways to keep people of all ages safe and 

help prevent poisonings, visit the Poison Help Web site at Poison 
Help. To view materials in Spanish, visit Poison Help Espanol.

In the event of a poison emergency, contact the Michigan Poi-
son Center at 800-222-1222 and a poison expert will tell you ex-
actly what to do. If someone is unconscious or has trouble breath-
ing, call 911 immediately.

Behrenwald, as well as Superintendent Scott Smith. She 
said that each time they gave her a lot of information, and 
initially, she didn’t see anything requiring them to make 
students wear masks. But after the last updated informa-
tion, which she was given this week, she saw the school 
didn’t really have a choice in the matter.

The peaceful protest against mask-wearing was set for 
1:40 p.m. Brilynn gave a speech outlining her reasons for 
organizing it. She talked about a 14-year-old old girl who 
spoke at the Capitol last week about family and friends 
committing suicide due to restrictions such as mask-wear-
ing during the pandemic. 

“I’m not saying to get rid of them completely,” she ex-
plained “Just to let it be a choice.”

She also noted that she has gotten called names—uned-
ucated, hypocrite and more—in retaliation for the protest. 
In fact, there was a small group of students that heckled her 
at the event.

“Those that were there in favor of the protest and not 
wearing masks were very respectful,” she told the Post. 
“But those not in favor of the protest were very disrespect-

ful and that was kind of disappointing.”
During the protest she said that there weren’t a lot of peo-

ple standing up there today, but there were some who were 
afraid they wouldn’t be protected from missing class or not 
doing homework to attend. Brilynn said she was assured by 
Mr. Behrenwald that none of the students who participated 
in the 20-minute protest would be arbitrarily marked down 
in their classes. 

She also said that Principal Behrenwald and Supt. Smith 
were connecting her with both the Kent County Health De-
partment and Rep. Mark Huizenga. “It’s not just about our 
school,” said Brilynn. “It’s also about opening up our state. 
I’ll continue to fight for that.”

Superintendent Scott Smith issued a press release about 
the peaceful protest, explaining their position. 

“Throughout the pandemic, Cedar Springs Public 
Schools has abided by all of the Executive Orders issued 
by Governor Whitmer and the Emergency Orders issued by 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS). As promised in our State mandated ‘Return to 
Learn’ Plan, the District has also followed recommenda-
tions from various experts, including the Center for Dis-
ease Control (CDC), the Kent County Health Department 
(KCHD), and Spectrum Health.

“Cedar Springs Public Schools strives to provide our 
students with engaging learning experiences in safe envi-

ronments. Many of our students, families, and staff believe 
in-person learning experiences are critical to academic, 
emotional, and social development. The extraordinary ef-
forts of our students, families, and staff have enabled us to 
provide in-person learning experiences and extracurricular 
activities throughout the 2020-2021 school year.

“We are currently following the latest order issued by 
the MDHHS, which will remain in effect through April 19, 
2021. Under this order, all persons learning in-person or en-
gaging in extracurricular activities must wear a face mask 
unless medical reasons do not allow them to do so safely.

“We have students who are passionate about world is-
sues. They are leaders in our classrooms and future leaders 
in our community. Learning to express their differences in 
a peaceful way is an essential lesson in Democracy. We 
hope today’s event has made our students feel valued and 
allowed voices to be heard on both sides of the mask issue. 
Cedar Springs Public Schools will continue to follow Exec-
utive Orders as stated above.”

The Post attempted to attend this event, but was told no 
press was allowed. Supt. Smith explained that it was not a 
public event, but a student-led event during the school day, 
and that there are restrictions on visitors to help reduce the 
spread of COVID-19. We were, however, able to speak to 
the organizer afterward and view a video taken at the event. 
Parents were also not allowed to view the protest.
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Our extraordinary physicians have led us through the COVID-19 pandemic by improving health, 
inspiring hope and saving lives. Thank you for providing exceptional care to our community every 
day. We are truly grateful. Happy Doctors’ Day.

Submit a general message, say thank you to your physician or mention a doctor who has 
made an impact on your life by visiting spectrumhealth.org/thankyou.

To our physicians, who make us all healthier every day.

DOCTORS’ DAY MARCH 30

Thank  y  u

Meet Elise Shaffer, Mission Point of Cedar Springs Administrator 
 
1.  Please explain Five Star rating, what does that mean to you?

 Response-A 5-star CMS rating comes from quality measures and 
state health inspections. Receiving a 5 star means that the facility is 
providing the highest quality of individualized care to each resident 
that we serve!

2.  What are some of the unique services that  Mission Point of 
 Cedar Springs has to offer?

 Response- Mission Point of Cedar Springs has a wound care special-
ist that rounds at the facility once a week and a Physiatrist group, a 
DO and PA-C that round at the building twice! Our Medical director 
rounds at the building three times a week. We are beyond grateful 
to have so many providers that provide services to our residents!

 
3.  What do you have to offer regarding COVID update?

 Response- We are excited to announce we are now open to indoor 
visitations! Residents are finally able to see their loved ones in the 
building. Our staff and residents have had the opportunity to get 
the COVID vaccine as well. Please call 616-696-0170 if you’d like to 
schedule an appointment! 

 

Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day.

400 Jeffery St. • Cedar Springs, MI • missionpointhealthcare.com 

CELEBRATING OUR 

 

77 Beds w/ 
Private Rooms 

Available! 

FROM THE CENTERS FOR 
MEDICARE & MEDICAID  

SERVICES 

 

The Five Star Quality Rating System helps consumers compare nursing 
homes more easily, giving each home a 1 to 5 star score. This score comes 
from individual ratings in three different areas of facility performance.  

Nursing homes with 5 stars, are considered to have above average quality, 
according to the CMS rating system.  

See how we compare to other facilities in the area at:  
https://www.medicare.gov/nursinghomecompare/search.html 

WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN TO BE  
RATED FIVE 

STAR? 

This rating is based on how well the facility 
meets Medicare's minimum quality  
requirements. Each facility is reviewed at 
least annually. The results of the last three 
years' worth of inspections comprise the 
score. The most recent inspection carries 
the greatest weight.  

This rating looks at the number of hours 
of care provided to each resident each 
day. This information is "acuity based", 
meaning it considered the care needs of 
the resident when looking at the number 
of staff available. This measure looks at 
both RN staff and total nursing staff.  

This rating looks at nine different clinical 
and physical characteristics of nursing 
home residents, and compares the  
facility performance to national norms. 
The measure looks at how well the  
facility is caring for the residents'  
physical and clinical needs.  

HEALTH INSPECTIONS STAFFING QUALITY MEASURES 

CONTACT US 
FOR A TOUR 

(616) 696-0170 
admissions@mphscedarsprings.com 
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the resident when looking at the number 
of staff available. This measure looks at 
both RN staff and total nursing staff.  

This rating looks at nine different clinical 
and physical characteristics of nursing 
home residents, and compares the  
facility performance to national norms. 
The measure looks at how well the  
facility is caring for the residents'  
physical and clinical needs.  

HEALTH INSPECTIONS STAFFING QUALITY MEASURES 

CONTACT US 
FOR A TOUR 

(616) 696-0170 
admissions@mphscedarsprings.com 

400 Jeffery St. • Cedar Springs, MI • missionpointhealthcare.com

400 Jeffery St. • Cedar Springs, MI • missionpointhealthcare.com 

CELEBRATING OUR 

 

77 Beds w/ 
Private Rooms 

Available! 

FROM THE CENTERS FOR 
MEDICARE & MEDICAID  

SERVICES 

 

The Five Star Quality Rating System helps consumers compare nursing 
homes more easily, giving each home a 1 to 5 star score. This score comes 
from individual ratings in three different areas of facility performance.  

Nursing homes with 5 stars, are considered to have above average quality, 
according to the CMS rating system.  

See how we compare to other facilities in the area at:  
https://www.medicare.gov/nursinghomecompare/search.html 

WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN TO BE  
RATED FIVE 

STAR? 

This rating is based on how well the facility 
meets Medicare's minimum quality  
requirements. Each facility is reviewed at 
least annually. The results of the last three 
years' worth of inspections comprise the 
score. The most recent inspection carries 
the greatest weight.  

This rating looks at the number of hours 
of care provided to each resident each 
day. This information is "acuity based", 
meaning it considered the care needs of 
the resident when looking at the number 
of staff available. This measure looks at 
both RN staff and total nursing staff.  

This rating looks at nine different clinical 
and physical characteristics of nursing 
home residents, and compares the  
facility performance to national norms. 
The measure looks at how well the  
facility is caring for the residents'  
physical and clinical needs.  

HEALTH INSPECTIONS STAFFING QUALITY MEASURES 

CONTACT US 
FOR A TOUR 

(616) 696-0170 
admissions@mphscedarsprings.com 
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SHOP 
LOCAL 

SHOP
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

 

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
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