
By Judy Reed

The Village of 
Sand Lake appoint-
ed a new president 
Monday evening 

after the current one resigned.
Former Village President Nile 

Hayden, who has been serving 
since being elected last fall, re-

signed due to health reasons.
The Village board appointed 

President pro tem Mollie Doerr 

PP        STST
TheThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREEFREE  but pricelessbut priceless

Vol. XXXIV   No. 11  Thursday, March 18, 2021
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

SPORTS SPORTS - - page 11page 11

Cheer wins OK Gold

BUSINESS & TAX BUSINESS & TAX - - pages 6-7pages 6-7

New cannabis store

Police seek info on bomb threat 

Man’s body found 
after house fire

Sunshine Week:  your 
right to know

Sand Lake Village President 
resigns to fill the position of Pres-

ident, and trustee Kevin 
Wright to fill the position 
of President pro tem.

There is now a vacancy 
on the board. If you are a 
Village of Sand Lake res-
ident and would like to 
serve, you can drop off a 
letter of interest to the Vil-
lage of Sand Lake. They 

will appoint a new member at next 
month’s meeting.

We may have had some much-needed out-
door sunshine in the past week, but we are 
also celebrating sunshine of another kind. 
March 14-20, 2021 is being celebrated as 
“Sunshine Week” across the nation. Sunshine 
week is a week dedicated to shining a light on 

NEWS NEWS - - pages 2-3pages 2-3

More vaccines

This home in Reynold’s Township was a complete loss, and a man’s body was found inside. Photo from 
the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office.

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is investigating a bomb threat that at Cedar Springs High 
School Thursday, March 11. Post photo by J. Reed.

The body 
of a Reyn-
old’s Town-
ship man was 
found inside 
his residence 

after a house fire was extin-
guished Monday.

According to the Mont-
calm Sheriff’s Office, a res-
idential structure fire was 
reported at approximate-

ly 6:24 p.m. on Monday, 
March 15, 2021 at 10506 
N. West County Line Road 
in Reynolds Township. The 
Howard City Fire Depart-
ment arrived and battled the 
fire. A body was later found 
inside the burned home. 
The investigation revealed 
the residence was the home 
of a 75-year-old man. The 
home is surrounded by 

woods. Neighbors spotted 
the fire and called Mont-
calm County Central Dis-
patch. The home sustained 
extensive damage and is 
a total loss. The Michigan 
State Police Fire Investi-
gation Unit was called to 
assist the Sheriff’s Office 
with the investigation. 
The fire and death remain 
under investigation. 

The Kent 
County Sher-
iff’s Office is 
investigating 
a bomb threat 
that closed Ce-

dar Springs Public Schools 
on Thursday, March 11.

According to a press re-
lease from the school, offi-
cials there received a bomb 
threat by email just before 
school started on Thursday, 
March 11. They said the 
message indicated a threat at 

Cedar Springs High School. 
“Staff took immediate action 
to ensure all students and 
staff who were in the build-
ing were quickly moved to 
secure locations. Students 
who had not yet entered 
the building remained in 
their cars or on their school 
buses.  As a precautionary 
safety measure, all schools 
on the Cedar Springs Public 
Schools Campus were imme-
diately closed for the day.”

The Kent County Sher-

The Michigan State Police canine team helped with a sweep of 
the building. Photo courtesy of the Kent County Sheriff’s Office.

iff’s Office immediately re-
sponded to the scene, and 
the Michigan State Police 
Canine team came in to help 
with a sweep of the building. 
They confirmed the building 
safe at 11:20 a.m.

“Now that we have de-
termined that our campus 

is physically safe, our focus 
will be to support our stu-
dents and staff from an emo-
tional perspective and to find 
the person who is responsi-
ble for calling in the bomb 
threat,” said Supt. Scott 
Smith. 

“Our team of highly trained 

mental health providers is 
working on a plan to sup-
port students and staff upon 
re-entering school on Fri-
day, March 12,” he said last 
week. “We are committed to 
creating safe and secure en-
vironments, both physically 
and emotionally, for all who 

enter our schools.”
“When crisis situations 

arise, our team turns to our 
safety protocols and ongoing 
training.  The teamwork of 
our students, parents, Cedar 
Springs Public Schools staff 
and administration, local law 
enforcement agencies, and 
community partners, is crit-
ical to a positive outcome 
and calm spirit.  The District 
is appreciative of the coop-
eration from families as the 
emergency protocols were 
put into place. Their calm 
response and trust helped 
keep students and employees 
safe.”

The Kent County Sher-
iff’s Office will continue 
to investigate the incident. 
Anyone with information 
regarding this incident or 
any potentially threaten-
ing situation at the school 
is encouraged to contact 
the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office at 616-632-6100, 
school administrators, or 
Silent Observer at 616-774-
2345. Always call 911 in an 
emergency.

the importance of freedom of information, transparency, and openness 
in government.

In this week’s paper, stories marked with a sunshine week emblem 
show that they were made possible through the Freedom of Information 
Act or Open Meetings Act. We hope this will bring awareness to how 
much we depend on an open, honest government.

It is important that citizens participate in our local government meet-
ings and exercise their right to know. As responsible citizens working to 
keep our community strong, healthy, and vibrant, we need to keep the 
focus on having an open government.

For more information on the FOIA and OMA acts visit the Open Gov-
ernment Guide at www.rcfp.org/open-government-guide. You can learn 
about both federal and state guidelines.



DURING THE DARK TIMES

NEWSPAPERS SHINE THE LIGHT
As the news media industry celebrates Sunshine Week recognizing the importance of access 

to public information, we thank you for your continued support and patronage. 

Newspapers provide sunshine in the darkness.

The coronavirus has transformed our lives 

and all levels of government have taken 

significant steps to address the pandemic. 

These changes highlight your need for 

meaningful, accurate information about 

government action, and transparency is 

more crucial than ever. Our reporters use 

public access laws to shine a light so you can 

understand what’s happening, have a voice 

in your government and hold public officials 

accountable.

1,000 books before 
kindergarten

Congratulations to Ellie Martin- eau, a recent 
graduate of the 1,000 books before kindergar-
ten program at Cedar Springs Public 
Library!

Any child that hasn’t 
started Kindergar-
ten can sign up. This 
includes newborns, 

Access to COVID-19 vaccine 
expands again
Michiganders ages 16 and older with 
medical conditions, disabilities eligible 
March 22; all Michiganders age 16 and 
up to become eligible on April 5
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         VACCINE -  continues on page 9

• Breakfast & Lunch  7am-2pm Tue-Sun
• Friday Night All-you-can-eat Fish 4pm-8pm 
• Daily Specials 
• Homemade Desserts 

4615 14 MILE RD • ROCKFORD

HOMESTYLE COOKING

Open Easter Sunday
9AM to 1PM

Family style meals to-go
Please call 616.439.3025 to order

CATERING AVAILABLE 616-439-3025

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Beer is as old as human history. 

Beer brewing and drinking predate written language

Millions of dollars available to 
pay winter heating bills

LANSING, 
MICH. To 
continue prog-
ress toward 
state’s goal of 

vaccinating 70 percent of 
Michiganders over age 16 
and bringing a quicker end 

to the COVID-19 pandemic 
in Michigan, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer and Michigan De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services (MDHHS) of-
ficials announced the state is 
expanding vaccination eligi-
bility for Michiganders ages 

16 and older with disabilities 
or medical conditions that put 
them at high risk of negative 
COVID-19 outcome begin-
ning Monday, March 22. The 
state is also announcing that 
beginning Monday, April 5, 
all Michiganders age 16 and 
up who were not previously 
eligible will be eligible to re-
ceive a vaccine.

With the expanded vac-
cine eligibility, providers are 
still encouraged to schedule 
appointments and allocate 
vaccinations to residents 
based on highest risk, includ-
ing older residents, essential 
workers, and frontline work-
ers. The most recent vac-
cine prioritization guidelines 
can be found on Michigan’s 
COVID-19 website.

This is in addition to a 
recent announcement that 
MDHHS was moving for-
ward with vaccination of 
Michiganders age 50 and 
older with medical conditions 
or disabilities and caregiver 

family members and guard-
ians who care for children 
with special health care needs 
as of Monday, March 8. Also 
beginning Monday, March 
22, vaccine eligibility is ex-
panding to include all Mich-
iganders 50 and older.

All vaccine providers may 
begin vaccinating the new 
priority group of 16-49 with 
medical conditions or dis-
abilities by Monday, March 
22. MDHHS is accelerating 
vaccination of these individu-
als due to concern around dis-
parity in life expectancy and 
in an effort to remove barri-
ers to vaccine access. Based 
on the anticipated amount 
of vaccines becoming avail-
able to the state and Presi-
dent Biden’s directive that all 
adults should be eligible by 
May 1 , Michigan has decid-
ed to move forward with al-
lowing all Michiganders who 
were not previously eligible 
to begin receiving vaccine on 

Ellie Martineau with mom Alyssa.
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LANSING -- Michigan 
Attorney General Dana 
Nessel joined Consumers 
Energy to kick off a pub-
lic campaign to make sure 
Michigan residents know 
about and can access tens 
of millions in federal, state 
and local dollars to help pay 
winter heating bills.

“No one should go with-
out warmth or comfort 
in their own home when 
they can have access to so 
many dollars here in Mich-
igan, starting with a single 

phone call to 2-1-1,” Nessel 
said. “We know February’s 
brutal cold is leaving our 
friends and neighbors with 
high energy bills, but they 
should know they can take 
action now that can make a 
huge difference.”

“Consumers Energy is 
working right now to help 
many Michiganders who 
could use support due to 
the twin challenges of the 
pandemic and the cold 
snap,” said Lauren Young-
dahl Snyder, Consumers 

Energy’s vice president of 
customer experience. “The 
new federal stimulus and 
other sources are making 
tens of millions of dollars 
available to help with ener-
gy bills.”

Nessel and Consumers 
are teaming up after two 
weeks of especially cold 
temperatures in February 
caused furnaces to run more 
often than usual. The cost of 
that heat may hit customers 
hard and both Nessel and 
Consumers want to make 

sure people know there is 
funding available to help 
pay those bills.

Consumers Energy and 
the attorney general are 
both reaching out to the 
public, promoting resources 
to help Michiganders. Peo-
ple who are struggling with 
energy bills should call 2-1-
1, a free service that con-
nects people with nonprofit 
agencies in communities 
across the state. They can 
also go to the 2-1-1 website.

Other ways to get help in-
clude:

Apply for State Emergen-
cy Relief (SER) on the MI 
Bridges webpage.

Contact Consumers Ener-
gy at 800-477-5050 to make 
payment arrangements.

Apply for a Home Heat-
ing Credit via the Michigan 
Department of Treasury’s 
website.

Consumers Energy alone 
has provided $15 million 
since last fall to help cus-
tomers pay bills. In all, the 
company and its charitable 
foundation have provid-
ed more than $21 million 
to support customers and 
communities with needs 
related to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“No one likes to ask for 
help,” said Nessel, “but mil-
lions of dollars are available 
to help people pay their 
bills. Calling 2-1-1 for help 
will get that money to peo-
ple in need.”

infants and/or toddlers. The goal is simple: to read 1,000 books 
before your little one starts Kindergarten—and yes, you can repeat 
books! After reading 1,000 books, your kiddo will be able to pick 
out a special book and stuffed animal character, which both come 
in an official book bag.

To sign up, simply stop into the Cedar Springs Public Library, 
at the corner of Main and W. Maple Streets, and come to the cir-
culation desk. Or, call us at 616-696-1910 and pick up your folder 
via curbside.



A Sheridan man was arraigned on 12 
charges last Thursday after a failed attempt 
to flee police.

Troopers from the Michigan State Po-
lice Lakeview Post were attempt-
ing to locate and arrest Jerry Lee 
Robinson, 22, a parole absconder 
with numerous felony warrants on 
Wednesday, morning, March 10, in 
the Gowen area, when he fled from 
troopers. At approximately 09:15 
a.m., troopers located the suspect 
and suspect vehicle at a residence 
on Dickerson Lake Rd. When 
troopers arrived at the residence, 
the suspect then fled from the resi-

dence and police initiated a pursuit.
The pursuit lasted approximately16 minutes and ended 

after stop sticks were utilized on the suspect’s vehicle by 
troopers. The vehicle became disabled in a private drive-
way on Muskrat Rd. in Sheridan. The suspect then fled on 
foot. Troopers chased the suspect on foot, and the suspect 
brandished a firearm and pointed it at troopers while run-
ning. Troopers secured the suspect and firearm with no in-
juries sustained to troopers or the suspect.

Robinson was lodged at the Montcalm County Jail on 
his outstanding felony warrants and numerous other felo-

Man dies in crash
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22 N. Main St.
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616.263-9784
www.redbirdbg.com

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

Hours: Monday-Friday 11am-9pm | Saturday 10am-9pm
Sunday 10am-8pm | Happy Hour: M-F 2pm-6pm

Join Us for BrUnch 

BLOODY MARY’S 
and MIMOSAS 

are HANDCRAFTED 
BY OUR 

BARTENDERS 
Especially for you.

EvEry satUrday and 
sUnday from 10am-2pm

Man arrested for fleeing police

Solon Fire Chief to step down
Plans to spend time with family

Edward Gerald Schneider

Solon Fire Chief Jeff Drake is stepping down 
from his role. Courtesy photo.

Solon Fire Chief Jeff Drake was the first firefighter on scene at this fire in Howard City. 
Courtesy photo.

by Judy Reed

Solon Fire Chief Jeff Drake brought a lot of ex-
perience to a rural fire department when he was 
hired by Solon Township to take over the reins in 

the fall of 2012. He’s made a lot of improvements, 
but after almost 8-1/2 years, he feels the time is right to step down.

“My motto is God first, family second, and then work,” said 
Drake. “I’ve been bringing the job home. I want to enjoy the last 
few years with our three boys at home. I’ve said I’m not going to 
get another second job and I mean it.”

Drake already had a full-time job with the Plainfield Township 
Fire Department when he was hired at Solon. He has worked for 
Plainfield Fire for 37 years and serves as a district chief. The skill 
and knowledge that he brings from there has helped him to ac-
complish quite a bit for Solon Township.  

Some of the accomplishments that Drake is proud of include:
* Improving the townships ISO rating to bring residents’ in-

surance rates down;
* Setting up automatic aid with neighboring townships;

* Joining MABAS (Mutual Aid Box Alarm System) which is 
tied to automatic aid;

* Being awarded the DNR grant for $15,000 for the ACCD 
(automatic chest compression device);

* A new fire tender that holds 4,000 gallons of water;
* Creation of a full-time firefighter staff position;
* Helping some Solon firefighters get positions at Plainfield 

Township to get more experience.
“He’s done a great job during his time here,” said Solon Town-

ship Supervisor Bob Ellick. “Our safety issues have never been 
better, and our equipment is much better than it was before he 
came. He’ll be missed. He’s a great guy. The firefighters have 
great respect for him.”

It hasn’t been all sunshine and roses, however. Drake said the 
number one problem has been retaining staffing. “That’s a prob-
lem with all rural departments,” he said.

Currently Solon has 15-16 firefighters on staff, but he’d like to 
see at least 20. Last year they hired five, but also lost five.

Staff minutes show that there have been some problems recent-
ly with firefighters not responding to calls and other departments 

needing to respond. But that’s not necessarily a new problem. 
Most of the firefighters have full time day jobs as well. 

And most recently, Drake and the township have had differing 
visions for the fire department. “We were at a crossroads, and I 
chose to leave,” explained Drake. But he harbors no ill will. “It’s 
always just been about service to the community,” he said.

Ellick said that they are hoping to promote someone from with-
in the department to take over.

For the next few weeks, Drake will be handling administrative 
duties and waiting to pass the torch to the next Chief. “I’m happy 
to train the new Chief and set them up for success,” he said.

“I have nothing but best wishes for my successor and safety for 
the team.”

A Sheridan man died last 
week after his car left the 
road and hit a tree.

According to the Montcalm Sheriff’s 
Office, Montcalm County Central Dis-
patch received a report of a vehicle in the 
ditch on Sessions Road near Townhall 
Road in Bushnell Township at approx-
imately 1:10 a.m. on Thursday, March 
11, 2021. Sheriff’s Office deputies re-
sponded and found the vehicle occupied 
by one individual, who was determined 
to have died as a result of the crash. 
According to police, their investigation 

revealed that the 2009 Chevrolet Malibu 
was travelling west bound on Sessions 
Road. The vehicle exited the road to the 
left and struck a tree with the vehicle’s 
front corner on the driver’s side. The driv-
er, Edward Gerald Schneider, 42, of Sher-
idan, was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Police reported that he was not wearing a seat 
belt. The crash remains under investigation. 
In addition to Central Dispatch assisting, 
the Michigan State Police, the Montcalm 
County Emergency Services, and the 
Sheridan Fire Department all assisted at 
the scene.

Jerry Lee Robinson

ny charges. He was arraigned in Montcalm County’s 64B 
District Court on 12 counts on Thursday, on March 11. 
They include: Fleeing and 
eluding police, 4th degree; 
three counts of Aassaulting/
obstructing/resisting police; 
fleeing and eluding police 
3rd degree; possession of a 
weapon by a felon; posses-
sion of ammunition by a fel-
on; felony firearm (carrying 
or possessing a firearm when 
committing or attempting to 
commit a felony); carrying 
a concealed weapon; and 
three counts of assault with 
a deadly weapon. Bond was 
set at $100,000 cash/surety. 
He has a preliminary hearing 
set for March 31.

The Michigan State Police 
continues to investigate this 
incident. Troopers were as-
sisted by Montcalm County 
Central Dispatch.



Pastor Richard NicholsPastor Richard Nichols
CEDAR CREEK COMMUNITY CEDAR CREEK COMMUNITY 

CHURCHCHURCH
2969 14 Mile Road, Sparta2969 14 Mile Road, Sparta

(Not currently meeting in person)(Not currently meeting in person)

BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING. BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING. 
WHAT? ME WORRY?WHAT? ME WORRY?

There are times when certain passages or words in scripture 
can throw us for a loop because of the current common use of 
the word(s) in our reading and conversation.  One that I found 
early on was Paul’s writing, “Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation by prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your request to God.” (Philippians 4:6 NIV).  

Many years ago, my understanding of being anxious was in 
the sense of wanting something very much; similar to a child 
as they anticipate Christmas getting closer each day.  It stands 
to reason that telling a child not to be anxious for the arrival 
of something they want so badly resembles the effort of herd-
ing cats. Children are going to continue being anxious for that 
morning, but hopefully not anxious as the primary dictionary 
definition: “experiencing worry, unease, or nervousness, typ-
ically about imminent events or something with an uncertain 
outcome.” 

This certainly helps us understand what Paul is telling us in 
scripture, that when we read this precept, we’re inclined to un-
derstand that we are not to have anxiety or worry about any-
thing. Christians try to live by what God has ordained for us. 
Do not worry! This is a clear exhortation, especially in the time 
that we live in, and the rest of this verse, “but in every situation 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request 
to God.”  

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe

Public Hearing on budget 
For 2021-2022 Fiscal Year

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
March 29, 2021, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of Trust-
ees of the Township of Solon will hold a public 
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave-
nue NE, within the Township, to hear and consid-
er comments regarding the Township budget for 
the April 1, 2021 through March 31, 2022 fiscal 
year.  A copy of the budget is available for public 
inspection at the Solon Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed bud-
get will be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated:  March 3, 2021  
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

 Dorothy Willoughby, Township Clerk

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 4  Thursday, March 18, 2021

spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services starting 
March 7, 2021

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

ObituaryObituary

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

MARJORIE LOVELESS
Marjorie Loveless age 92 of 
Rockford went to be with her Lord 
and Savior on Monday, March 15, 
2021 at Spectrum Health Butterworth 
Campus. Mrs. Loveless was born 
May 31, 1928 in Kingsbury, TX the 
daughter of Sidney and Martha Jane 
(Flowers) Ogletree. She was a sweet, 
kind and generous lady who always 
included everyone. She had the gift 
of hospitality and was famous for her 
pies and potato salad. She had been a 
member of Wealthy Street Baptist and Rockford Baptist Church 
for many years. She was a Godly woman who loved the Lord 
and her family. Surviving are her son, Dave (Elaine) Loveless; 
grandchildren, Mark (Jennifer) Loveless, Wes Thrasher, Ginger 
Schafer, Eric (Angela) Bearss; 12 great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Ralph in 2014; daughter and 
son-in-law, Evelyn Cook and Thomas Bearss; granddaughter, 
Dawn Thrasher. The family will greet friends Friday, March 19 
from 10:00 a.m. until time of service at 11:00 a.m. at Magnify 
Church (formerly Blythefield Hills Baptist), 6727 Kuttshill Dr., 
Rockford. Pastors Matt Zainea and Steve Welch officiating. 
Private family interment Courtland Township Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Magnify Church 
Benevolent Fund. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

 

 
TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS 

FOR LAWN CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of lia-
bility insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continu-
ous basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash no later than May 1st.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branches, 
trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee by May 17th.
One third of lawn cutting fee by July 14th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in this 
bid and agree to perform the duties described. 
Additionally, the successful bidder will supply the 
Township Clerk with proof of liability insurance 
within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, Solon 
Township reserves the right to terminate this con-
tract with forty-eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
12, 2021.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

 Solon Township Clerk
 Lawn Care Bids
 15185 Algoma Avenue NE
 Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 11, 2021Dated: March 18, 2021

Dated: March 18, 2021

                                                                                    PULPIT -  continues on page 
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

tuesday, april 06, 2021

7:00 p.m.

cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.

cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting 
is to act and discuss any business that may come 

before the Planning Commission.

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 

and provide essential protections to City of Cedar 
Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs 
boards and commissions are conducting all 

meetings by video teleconference.

The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will 
conduct the following public hearings for the 

following topics:

1. Public Hearing For A Special Land Use Of 
Six12 Ventures, LLC, at 14111 White Creek 

Ave, Cedar Springs, MI 49319: The applicant 
is seeking special land use approval for a 
Recreational (Adult-Use) Marihuana Retail 

Store and a Recreational (Adult-Use) Marihuana 
Processor. The property is zoned HC Highway 

Commercial, the applicant requests Special Land 
Use approval in that district. The Municipal Code, 

Sec. 40-365(v) and Sec. 40-365(u) – Special 
Land Uses require approval from the Planning 

Commission for this request. The parcel number 
is 41-02-26-400-041.

2.  Public Hearing For A Special Land Use Of 
Jayde Farms, LLC D/B/A Jayde Farms, 13250 

White Creek Cedar Springs, MI 49319: The 
applicant is seeking special land use approval for 
a Recreational (Adult-Use) Marihuana Grower-
Class C.  The property is zoned I-1 Industrial 

District, the applicant requests Special Land Use 
approval in that district. The Municipal Code, Sec. 
40-387(z) – Special Land Uses require approval 
from the Planning Commission for this request. 

The parcel number is 41-02-36-300-040.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
•   Public comments may be submitted to the City 
Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 

comment portion of the meeting. 
•   Members of the public who attend at the 

location of the meeting may address the 
members during the public comment period via 

videoconference. 
•   Any member of the public wishing to listen to 
the proceedings or provide public comment may 
do so by using the following internet connection 

or phone numbers and pass code:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89147757129 

Meeting ID: 891 4775 7129
Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  

Meeting ID: 891 4775 7129#
or

1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 891 4775 7129#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets 
of the meetings, and contact information for 
members of the board that are participating 
remotely may be found at the City of Cedar 

Springs’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org  

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH 
DISABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs 

Boards and Commissions are available 
on the City of Cedar Springs YouTube 

Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists 
YouTube provides real time closed caption 

transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable 
captions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or 
“CC” icon on the bottom bar. Please contact the 

City Clerk’s office at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior 
to the meeting if additional assistance is needed 

to assist individuals with accessibility.

The Planning Commission meeting will be held 
in the Cedar Springs City Council Chambers, 66 
S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Persons 

having any questions regarding these matters are 
urged to attend this meeting. If you are unable 
to attend the public hearing, but wish to have 
your comments become a part of the official 

record of the meeting, or if you have questions 
or concerns related to this proposal please 

submit them in writing to the City Clerk at clerk@
cityofcedarsprings.org the above address, or 

contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330
Dated:  March 18, 2021 

regular Meeting of the 
cedar Springs Planning commission

Summary Of The 
Regular Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City 
Council

Thursday, March 11, 2021
7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:06 P.M. 
By Mayor Pro Tem Conley.  The Pledge Of Alle-
giance Was Recited.  Five Councilmembers Were 
Present.  One Person Addressed The Council 
During The Public Comments. There Was One 
Public Hearing: 425 Request For 4191 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 Conditional Transfer Of 
Certain Real Property From The Jurisdiction Of 
Solon Township To The Jurisdiction Of The City; 
The Agenda And The Consent Agenda Were Ap-
proved With The Following Changes: 6D Motion 
To Approve The Challenger Bill In Amount Not To 
Exceed $9,549.10, 7D DDA Mural, 8F Former Fire 
Station Building. Action Taken: Motion To Approve 
Resolution 2021-06 A Resolution Approving City 
Water And Sanitary Sewer Service To And Af-
fecting The Conditional Transfer Of Certain Real 
Property From The Jurisdiction Of Solon Township 
To The Jurisdiction Of The City Pursuant To The 
Development Cooperation Agreement Between 
The City And The Township Dated As Of December 
30, 1999 For 4191 17 Mile Rd Cedar Springs, MI 
49319, Motion To Approve Resolution 2021-07 A 
Resolution To Approve Participating In Disclosure 
And Entering Into A Continuing Disclosure Certif-
icate For The Bonds That Will Be Issued For The 
Cedar Springs Drain Drainage District (The “Drain-
age District”) Project, Motion To Modify The Feb-
ruary 11th, 2021 Marihuana Moratorium To State 
“Repeal The Initial 100-Foot Setback Moratorium 
And Replace It With A Moratorium On Marijuana 
Licenses To No More Than Four RETAILERS In 
The B-2/B-3 District And Three RETAILERS In The 
HC, With No Limitation In The Industrial Zone For 
6 Months.”, Motion That The DDA Mural As Pro-
posed For The Elm Street Garage Be Approved. 
Discussions Were Held On: Fire Code Update 
Draft Ordinance, Cedar Springs Social District 
Draft, Cedar Springs Public Library Curtilage, The 
Cedar Blitz Gravel Bicycle Race May 22nd 2021 
6am To 2pm, Cedar Springs Electronic Meeting 
Policy, Former Fire Station.  The Meeting Was 
Adjourned At 8:34 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The 
Minutes Are Available In The Office Of The City 
Clerk And Will Be Posted On The City’s Website 
Upon Approval.

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330
Dated:  March 18, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021
7:00 PM

The Sand Lake Village Council will hold a Public 
Hearing on the proposed village budgets for 
the fiscal year 2021/2022. Take notice that in 
accordance with the “Truth in Budgeting Act”, the 
Village Council of the Village of Sand Lake will 
hold a Public Hearing on the proposed 2021/2022 
Village Budget at 7:00 Monday, March 29, 2021. 
Zoom meeting ID 662 019 5932: Zoom code: 
044356

Dated: March 18, 2021           
Mollie Doerr President Pro-Tempore

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, February 9, 2021
7:00 PM

Present: Britton, Hoffman, DeJong, George. 
Absent: Austin.

Board action approved: IRS Business Mileage; 
amend Pine Lake Weed Control fund; cease 
NKEC agreement; library millage; authorize the 
Supervisor and Clerk signature on a proposed 
real estate investment.

Unfinished Business: Library community room 
and Senior Center.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Dated: March 18, 2021

.
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
March 3, 2021

Synopsis of Minutes
Present: Andersen, Brown, Hartman, McConnon, 
McIntyre and Frandsen. Absent: Bartels
Approved: March 3, 2021 Agenda. Approved 
2021-2022 Budget. Approved: Consent Agenda/
All monthly reports received. Approved: 
February 3, 2021 Regular Board Meeting 
minutes.  Approved: Resolution No. 2021-03 
Officers’ Salary, Resolution No. 2021-04 Sewer 
Rate. Old Business: None.  New Business: 
Approved: Electronics Recycle Event; Election 
Source Accuracy Testing; Lawncare proposal 
from Venman’s; Fertilizer proposal from 
Hunter Bug; H&H contract for HVAC; Irrigation 
maintenance proposal from Splash; New hire for 
fire department; County Assessor agreement. 
Tabled: DARE Contribution; Engineering firm.

Next meeting: Wednesday, April 7, 2021 @ 7 PM. 
Complete minutes available at the Township Hall, 
7450 14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours and 
on the website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: March 18, 2021 Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor
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BUSINESS / TAXBUSINESS / TAX$$ $$

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Financial checklist for new(er) parents
If you’re a brand-new parent, or even if you’ve 

been one for a little while, you’re no doubt filled 
with the many joys your child brings you. But 
as caught up as you are with the feelings and 
experiences of today, you also need to think 
about the future – specifically, the financial 
issues that accompany a growing family. What 
are some of the key moves you need to make?

Here’s “checklist” to consider:
__Establish a budget. If you’re going to 

meet the additional expenses of a child, plus 
make progress toward other objectives, such as 
paying down debts, you’ll need to know where 
your money is going. Setting a budget, and 
sticking to it, may seem difficult, but once you’ve 
gotten into the habit, it will become easier – and 
for many people, following a budget actually 
gives them more of a sense of control over their 
finances. Over time, expenses related to your 
children will change, so you’ll need to adjust 
your budget accordingly – for example, once a 
child is in school full-time, childcare expenses 
may drop, which could allow you to boost your 
savings.

__Protect against the unexpected. If 
something were to happen to you, how would 
your child, or children, be affected? Even a 
family with two working parents can face serious 
financial difficulties if one of the parents were 
to die prematurely, or even just drop out of the 
workforce temporarily due to illness or injury. To 
help ensure your family could still stay in your 
home and your children could still afford to 
pursue higher education, you’ll want to create 
an appropriate protection strategy involving 
both life and disability insurance. Your employer 
may offer both, but the coverage provided may 

not be sufficient for your needs, so you may 
need to purchase your own policies. And here’s 
another protection-related idea: Try to build an 
emergency fund containing three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, with the money held in 
a low-risk, liquid account. Without such a fund, 
you might have to tap into your longer-term 
investments to pay unexpected costs, such as 
a major car repair.

__Prepare for high cost of higher 
education. You may already be thinking about 
sending your child to college. And it is indeed 
a good idea to start planning early because 
college is expensive, and it’s getting more so 
every year. However, you can prepare for these 
expenses through a college-savings vehicle, 
such as a 529 plan. A financial professional 
can help you pick the investment, or investment 
strategy, that’s appropriate for your needs. But 
whatever route you decide to follow, you won’t 
want to wait until your child is close to college 
age.

__Keep long-term goals in mind. Even while 
planning for the costs associated with raising a 
child, including saving for college, you can’t forget 
your other long-term goals. It isn’t selfish to build 
resources for your own retirement – in fact, you’ll 
ultimately be helping your family greatly by taking 
steps to maintain your financial independence 
throughout your life. So, during your working 
years, try to consistently contribute as much as 
you can afford to your IRA and your 401(k) or 
other employer-sponsored retirement plan.

Having a child is obviously a life-changing 
event, and one with considerable financial 
challenges – but they can be manageable if you 
make the right moves at the right times. 

New Standard opens cannabis 
provisioning center in Sand Lake

Spectrum Health United Hospital honored 
with patient safety award

Tax Time Guide: Get credit for IRA 
contributions made by April 15 

 A new recreation-
al-only cannabis 
provisionary is open 
in Sand Lake. 

New Standard 
Sand Lake opened 
on January 23, mak-
ing it the second 
New Standard can-
nabis dispensary in Michigan. The other is in Hazel Park.

“Our team is dedicated to the communities where our 
cannabis businesses are located, and you’ll find New Stan-
dard Sand Lake to be no exception. I’m a firm believer that 
people should be able to buy cannabis close to where they 
live,” said Greg Maki, a Co-Founder of New Standard Sand 
Lake. 

Howard Luckoff, CEO and a Co-Founder of New Stan-
dard added, “From day one, we set out to create a retail ex-
perience unlike any other for cannabis consumers. We are 
looking forward to setting this new standard for the Sand 
Lake and all of our Michigan communities where we have 
stores planned.”

In addition to renovating the vacant West Michigan 
Snowmobile Museum building, the store will employ 15 
people and bring tax revenue to the village of Sand Lake.  
The store carries a wide variety of cannabis products, from 
flower to concentrates, edibles, and tinctures. “We work 
with growers and processors across Michigan and New 
Standard Sand Lake will be stocked with the top brands 
people are looking for,” Maki said. 

“Our team brings cannabis and community together to 
create a thoughtful, curated, and comfortable environment 
where the cannabis connoisseur, the cannabis curious, and 
everyone in between is able to come into our store and feel 
like we’re here for them,” Luckoff said.

 All New Standard stores provide safe and tested cannabis 
for adults 21+ with a government-issued photo ID. The 
store offers inside shopping as well as curbside online 
ordering from its website: www.anewstandard.com/sand-
lake/.  The store is highly regulated and very secure. New 
Standard Sand Lake is located at 29 E. Lake Street, Sand 
Lake, MI 49343. For more information, call 616-327-
0420 or visit www.anewstandard.com/sand-lake. 

BUSINESS BIT
In observance of Nation-

al Patient Safety Awareness 
Week, the Economic Alli-
ance for Michigan (EAM), 
a nonprofit group com-
prised of Michigan’s largest 
employers and unions, an-
nounced Spectrum Health 
United Hospital as a recip-
ient of the 2021 EAM Hos-
pital Patient Safety Award. 
This annual award recog-
nizes hospitals in Michigan 
consistently performing 
high marks and improve-

ments in patient safety and 
quality of care. 

“Congratulations to all 
the hospitals who earned 
an EAM Hospital Patient 
Safety Award. By making 
patient safety a top priority, 
you are saving hundreds of 
lives,” said Bret Jackson, 
president, EAM. “There’s 
no doubt the pandemic 
has pushed hospitals and 
healthcare professionals in 
Michigan to their breaking 
points. Thank you to all the 

frontline workers for your 
hard work and dedication 
in helping Michiganders get 
through this difficult time.” 

Spectrum Health United 
Hospital, along with Spec-
trum Health Big Rapids 
Hospital and Zeeland Com-
munity Hospital, earned the 
Excellence Award. Hospi-
tals receiving the Excel-
lence Award participated in 
the annual Leapfrog Group 
survey and maintained all 
“A’s” with Hospital Safety 

Grade in four consecutive 
grading terms (Spring 2019, 
Fall 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 
2020).

“Even during a pandemic, 
our team has remained vig-
ilant and dedicated to pre-
venting hospital-acquired 
conditions from occurring,” 
said Andrea Leslie, pres-
ident of Spectrum Health 
United, Kelsey, Big Rapids 
and Reed City Hospitals. 
“This award demonstrates 
that patient safety has al-
ways been and remains our 
top priority.”

WASHINGTON—The 
Internal Revenue Service 
notes that taxpayers of all 
ages may be able to claim a 
deduction on their 2020 tax 
return for contributions to 
their Individual Retirement 
Arrangement made through 
April 15, 2021. There is no 
longer a maximum age for 
making IRA contributions.

An IRA is designed to 
enable employees and the 
self-employed to save for 
retirement. Most taxpayers 
who work are eligible to 

start a traditional or Roth 
IRA or add money to an ex-
isting account.

Contributions to a tradi-
tional IRA are usually tax 
deductible, and distributions 
are generally taxable. There 
is still time to make contri-
butions that count for a 2020 
tax return, if they are made 
by April 15, 2021. Taxpayers 
can file their return claiming 
a traditional IRA contribu-
tion before the contribu-
tion is actually made. The 
contribution must then be 

made by the April due date 
of the return. While contri-
butions to a Roth IRA are 
not tax deductible, qualified 
distributions are tax-free. In 
addition, low- and moder-
ate-income taxpayers mak-
ing these contributions may 
also qualify for the Saver’s 
Credit.

Generally, eligible tax-
payers can contribute up to 
$6,000 to an IRA for 2020. 
For someone who was 50 
years of age or older at the 
end of 2020, the limit is in-

creased to $7,000. The re-
strictions on taxpayers age 
70 1/2 or older to make con-
tributions to their IRA were 
removed in 2020.

Qualified contributions to 
one or more traditional IRAs 
are deductible up to the con-
tribution limit or 100% of 
the taxpayer’s compensa-
tion, whichever is less.

For 2020, if a taxpayer 
is covered by a workplace 
retirement plan, the deduc-
tion for contributions to a 
traditional IRA is generally 
reduced depending on the 
taxpayer’s modified adjust-
ed gross income:

Single or head of house-
hold filers with income of 
$65,000 or less can take 
a full deduction up to the 
amount of their contribu-
tion limit. For incomes more 
than $65,000 but less than 
$75,000, there is a partial 
deduction and if $75,000 or 
more there is no deduction.

Filers that are married fil-
ing jointly or a qualifying 
widow(er) with $104,000 
or less of income, a full de-
duction up to the amount 
of the contribution limit is 
permitted. Filers with more 
than $104,000 but less than 
$124,000 can claim a par-
tial deduction and if their 
income is at least $124,000, 
no deduction is available.

For joint filers, where the 
spouse making the IRA con-
tribution is not covered by 
a workplace plan, but their 
spouse is covered, a full de-
duction is available if their 
modified AGI is $196,000 
or less. There’s a partial 
deduction if their income 
is between $196,000 and 
$206,000 and no deduction 
if their income is $206,000 
or more.

Filers who are married fil-
ing separately and have an 
income of less than $10,000 
can claim a partial deduc-
tion. If their income is at 
least $10,000, there is no 
deduction.

Worksheets are available 
in the Form 1040 Instruc-

Make Time for 
Marketing
From SCORE 

If you operate a home-based business, there are more de-
mands on your time than time to go around. But there’s one 
business activity you can’t afford to defer if you want to stay in 
business: marketing.

For any small business, marketing has many facets, and it’s a 
more complex proposition than just selling what you’re already 
offering customers. Marketing is the set of activities that attracts 
customers to your product. In a home-based business, that’s not 
going to be signs in front of your house and a parade of cus-
tomers coming through your doors every day. The challenge is 
to adapt sound marketing techniques to your business’s unique 
circumstances and offerings. And that takes time.

Here are six tips for making time for marketing:
1.   Convince yourself that marketing is worth the time. When 

you don’t think a task will contribute to your bottom line, it’s 
easy to go on to the next item on your to-do list. If marketing 
is outside your so-called comfort zone, examine why you feel 
that way.

2.   Have a marketing plan. Invariably, a good plan is at the 
heart of personal productivity. Examine your business goals and 
determine how marketing can help fulfill them. As a new busi-
ness owner, you may need a crash course in marketing. If so, 
that becomes part of your plan.

3.   Be open to new ideas. How are competing businesses get-
ting noticed by customers? If they’re using techniques or media 
you never considered, take time to study and learn about new 
approaches. Experiment with marketing ideas that are low cost 
and low risk.

4.   Dedicate the time. By reserving the time, you’re less likely 
to procrastinate. Once you’re committed to marketing, block out 
time for it just as you would any other important task. Whether 
the task is market research or cold calling, know what you want 
                                                                           MARKETING -  continues on page 7           CREDIT -  continues on page 7
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KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com
TAX TIME SAVINGS ATTAX TIME SAVINGS ATTAX TIME SAVINGS ATTAX TIME SAVINGS AT

76K, HEATED 
SEATS, BLIND 
SPOT, ADAPTIVE 
CRUISE, AUTO 
HIGH BEAMS

2018 FORD ESCAPE

$$14,39514,395

$$16,49516,495

82K, 
ADAPTIVE CRUISE, 
BLIND SPOT, 
HEATED LEATHER, 
38 MPG!

2018 LINCOLN MKZ HYBRID
4X4, 62K, NAV, 
REMOTE START, 
BLIND SPOT, 
1-OWNER 
ARIZONA! 

2016 JEEP RENEGADE 

$$14,99514,995

 68K MILES, HTD 
LEATHER, DUAL 
PWR SEATS, 36 
MPG, NICE LOCAL 
TRADE

2015 BUICK LACROSSE 
V-6, PWR SEAT, 
85K, BLUETOOTH, 
EXTRA CLEAN 
& SHARP 
1-OWNER

2018 FORD FUSION
80K MILES, DUAL 
POWER SEATS, 
BACKUP CAMERA, 
CLEAN 1-OWNER

$$10,99510,995

97K, PWR SEAT, 
REAR AIR, 
STOW-N-GO, 
BRAND NEW 
TIRES, 1-OWNER  

2016 DODGE GR CARAVAN

$$16,99516,995

33K, HEATED 
CLOTH SEATS, 
PWR LIFTGATE, 
FACTORY
WARRANTY

2018 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair FacilityCar Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 Corner of M-57 & M-91 DOWNTOWN GREENVILLEDOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195616-754-7195
1-800-557-71711-800-557-7171

84K MILES, V-6, 
HTD LEATHER, 
DVD, BACKUP 
CAMERA, 
LOADED

2014 KIA SEDONA EX  

$$12,49512,495

2017 CHEVY IMPALA

$$13,99513,995$$13,99513,995

Hours: MON. 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES.-FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

LATITUDE

$$10,49510,495

IRS begins delivering third round of Economic 
Impact Payments to Americans

tions or in Publication 590-A, Contributions to Individ-
ual Retirement Arrangements. The deduction is claimed 
on Form 1040, Schedule 1. Nondeductible contributions to 
a traditional IRA are reported on Form 8606.

Even though contributions to Roth IRAs are not tax de-
ductible, the maximum permitted amount of these contri-
butions begins to phase out for taxpayers whose modified 
adjusted gross income is above a certain level:

For filers who are married filing jointly or qualifying wid-
ow(er), that level is $196,000.

For those who file as single, head of household, or married 
filing separately and did not live with their spouse at any time 
during the year, that level is $124,000.

For filers who are married filing separately and lived with 
their spouse at any time during the year, any amount of mod-
ified AGI reduces their contribution limit.

The Saver’s Credit, also known as the Retirement Savings 
Contributions Credit, is often available to IRA contributors 
whose adjusted gross income falls below certain levels. In 
addition, beginning in 2018, designated beneficiaries may 
be eligible for a credit for contributions to their Achieving 
a Better Life Experience (ABLE) account. For 2018, the in-
come limits are:

$32,500; single and married filing separate
$48,750; head of household
$65,000; married filing jointly
Taxpayers should use Form 8880, Credit for Qualified Re-

tirement Savings Contributions, to claim the Saver’s Credit, 
and its instructions for details on figuring the credit correctly.

Taxpayers can find answers to questions, forms and in-
structions and easy-to-use tools online at IRS.gov. They can 
use these resources to get help when it’s needed, at home, at 
work or on the go.

This news release is part of a series called the Tax Time 
Guide, a resource to help taxpayers file an accurate tax re-
turn. Additional help is available in Publication 17, Your 
Federal Income Tax For Individuals.

WASHINGTON—The 
Internal Revenue Service 
announced today that the 
third round of Economic 
Impact Payments will begin 
reaching Americans over 
the next week.

Following approval of the 
American Rescue Plan Act, 
the first batch of payments 
will be sent by direct depos-
it, which some recipients 
started receiving as early 
as last weekend, and with 
more receiving coming this 
week.

Additional batches of 
payments will be sent in the 
coming weeks by direct de-
posit and through the mail 
as a check or debit card. 
The vast majority of these 
payments will be by direct 
deposit.

No action is needed by 
most taxpayers; the pay-
ments will be automatic 
and, in many cases, similar 
to how people received the 
first and second round of 
Economic Impact Payments 
in 2020. People can check 
the Get My Payment tool on 
IRS.gov to see the payment 
status of the third stimulus 
payment.

“Even though the tax sea-
son is in full swing, IRS 
employees again worked 
around the clock to quick-
ly deliver help to millions 
of Americans struggling to 
cope with this historic pan-
demic,” said IRS Commis-
sioner Chuck Rettig. “The 
payments will be delivered 
automatically to taxpayers 
even as the IRS continues 
delivering regular tax re-

funds. We urge people to 
visit IRS.gov for the latest 
details on the stimulus pay-
ments, other new tax law 
provisions and tax season 
updates.”

Highlights of the third 
round of Economic Im-
pact Payments; IRS will 
automatically calculate 
amounts

In general, most people 
will get $1,400 for them-
selves and $1,400 for each 
of their qualifying depen-
dents claimed on their tax 
return. As with the first two 
Economic Impact Payments 
in 2020, most Americans 
will receive their money 
without having to take any 
action. Some Americans 
may see the direct depos-
it payments as pending or 
as provisional payments in 
their accounts before the 
official payment date of 
March 17.

Because these payments 
are automatic for most el-
igible people, contacting 
either financial institutions 
or the IRS on payment tim-
ing will not speed up their 
arrival. Social Security and 
other federal beneficiaries 
will generally receive this 
third payment the same way 
as their regular benefits. A 
payment date for this group 
will be announced shortly.

The third round of Eco-
nomic Impact Payments 
(EIP3) will be based on the 
taxpayer’s latest processed 
tax return from either 2020 
or 2019. This includes any-
one who successfully regis-
tered online at IRS.gov us-

ing the agency’s Non-Filers 
tool last year, or alternative-
ly, submitted a special sim-
plified tax return to the IRS. 
If the IRS has received and 
processed a taxpayer’s 2020 
return, the agency will in-
stead make the calculation 
based on that return.

In addition, the IRS will 
automatically send EIP3 
to people who didn’t file a 
return but receive Social 
Security retirement, survi-
vor or disability benefits 
(SSDI), Railroad Retire-
ment benefits, Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) 
or Veterans Affairs benefits. 
This is similar to the first 
and second rounds of Eco-
nomic Impact Payments, 
often referred to as EIP1 
and EIP2.

For those who received 
EIP1 or EIP2 but don’t re-
ceive a payment via direct 
deposit, they will generally 
receive a check or, in some 
instances, a prepaid debit 
card (referred to as an EIP 
Card). A payment will not 
be added to an existing EIP 
card mailed for the first or 
second round of stimulus 
payments.

Under the new law, an 
EIP3 cannot be offset to pay 
various past-due federal 
debts or back taxes.

The IRS reminds taxpay-
ers that the income levels in 
this new round of stimulus 
payments have changed. 
This means that some peo-
ple won’t be eligible for the 
third payment even if they 
received a first or second 
Economic Impact Payment 

or claimed a 2020 Recovery 
Rebate Credit. Payments 
will begin to be reduced 
for individuals making 
$75,000 or above in Adjust-
ed Gross Income ($150,000 
for married filing jointly.) 
The reduced payments end 
at $80,000 for individuals 
($160,000); people above 
these levels are ineligible 
for a payment. More infor-
mation is available on IRS.
gov.

New payments differ 
from earlier Economic 
Impact Payments

The third round of stimu-
lus payments, those autho-
rized by the 2021 American 
Rescue Plan Act, differs 
from the earlier payments 
in several respects:

*The third stimulus pay-
ment will be larger for 
most people. Most families 
will get $1,400 per person, 
including all dependents 
claimed on their tax return. 
Typically, this means a sin-
gle person with no depen-
dents will get $1,400, while 
a family of four (married 
couple with two depen-
dents) will get $5,600.

*Unlike the first two pay-
ments, the third stimulus 
payment is not restricted to 
children under 17. Eligible 
families will get a payment 
based on all of their quali-
fying dependents claimed 
on their return, including 
older relatives like college 
students, adults with dis-
abilities, parents and grand-
parents.

Additional information is 
available on IRS.gov.

BUSINESS / TAXBUSINESS / TAX$$ $$

to accomplish-in that period of time, and anticipate the distrac-
tions that are most likely to interfere.

5.   Stay connected. Take time to be at meetings and other 
gatherings of your professional and community groups. Yes, this 
presence takes time away from other business activities, but it 
keeps you in front of prospective customers and creates oppor-
tunities for you to sell yourself as well as your business. A home-
based business is especially likely to benefit from this exposure.

6.   Celebrate your marketing successes. Pay attention to when 
your marketing pays off. You’ll discover that as effective mar-
keting leads to better exposure and more sales, it becomes easier 
to justify the time you spend to promote your services.

“Work smarter, not harder” is an expression that applies to 
marketing as well as other facets of entrepreneurship. Make time 
for marketing, use that time wisely, and you’ll hone your com-
petitive edge. For more insights on making a home-based busi-
ness succeed, contact SCORE “Counselors to America’s Small 
Business.” SCORE is a nonprofit organization of more than 
10,500 volunteer business counselors who donate their time and 
talents to assist entrepreneurs in starting, growing and operating 
small businesses.  All counseling is free and confidential. For the 
SCORE chapter nearest you, call 1-

800/634-0245, or find a counselor online at www.score.org.
All SCORE counseling is offered as a free and confidential 

community service. There are 389 SCORE chapters around 
the country assisting entrepreneurs. While counseling is always 
free-of-charge, local SCORE chapters also offer small business 
workshops and seminars for modest fees.

To learn more about SCORE and its counseling services, call 
1-616-771-0305, or email your questions to the Grand Rapids 
Chapter of SCORE  at https://grandrapids.score.org/.
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Even more spring jokes
Q: What’s the best day of the year to monkey around with 
your friends? 
A: Ape-ril Fool’s Day.
Q: Does February like March? 
A: No, but April May
Q: What do you say when it’s raining chickens and ducks 
in April? 
A: FOUL spring weather.
Q: What type of bird should you never take to the bank? 
A: A robin.
Q: What’s Irish and comes out in Spring? 
A: Paddy O’Furniture
Q: Name a bow that can’t be tied. 
A: A rainbow
Q: What did the summer say to the spring? 
A: Help! I’m going to fall!
Q: Do you know all about April 1st? 
A: Yes, I’m fooly aware of it!
Q: What kind of garden does a baker have? 
A: A “flour” garden.
Q: What’s a baby chick’s favorite plant? 
A: EGG-plants!
Q: Which crime-fighter likes spring the most? 
A: Robin
Q: Which month can’t make a decision? 
A: MAYbe.
Q: Why are oak trees so forgiving? 
A: Every Spring they “turn over a new leaf”.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKEoof thef theWeekWeek
A & A & EE

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit 
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Explore MCC’s Nature Trails
Montcalm Community College’s Kenneth J. Lehman Nature 
Trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk, 365 days a 
year. There is no charge ot visit these beautiful trails winding 
through forests, grasslands and wetlands. More than four 
miles of trails are marked with numbered trail posts and maps 
are available at most major trail heads. For more information, 
visit www.moncalm.edu/nature-trails or email naturetrails@
montcalm.edu. #11 TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

We are still 
CLOSEDCLOSED

to the Publicto the Public

But we are
NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN
to Private Parties/to Private Parties/
Events for up to 25Events for up to 25
Rentals start at $100Rentals start at $100
Email events@kenttheatre.com Email events@kenttheatre.com 
for more information.for more information.

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Let government 
know who’s boss
By Ken Paulson, Director of Free Speech Center 
Middle Tennessee University

When government fails, 
it’s the rare public official 
who says, “Oops. My fault.”

That’s human nature, partic-
ularly for officials in the public 
eye who may have to run for 
office again. No one wants to be 
held directly responsible for let-
ting the public down.

Case in point is the recent catastrophe in Texas, when unexpect-
ed winter storms left 4 million homes without power, ruptured 
pipes and tainted the water supply for many.  

Texas’ energy grid essentially collapsed. While Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott was quick to blame frozen wind turbines, the cause was 
much more complex than that. To truly understand how things 
went so terribly wrong will require time, study, and research.

So, too, with the coronavirus vaccine distribution. In this state 
and others, residents are frustrated with the slow rollout of vac-
cines. Is it poor distribution? Politics? A flawed strategy? These 
are literally matters of life and death.

But how do you get to the truth when public officials so rarely 
step up to take direct responsibility for failures?

The answer is public records. And public meetings. And access 
to the information that taxpayers deserve.

States throughout the country have laws that guarantee access 
to government records and meetings. But the details vary widely 
and there are many statutory exceptions. New challenges to access 
emerge every year in virtually every state.

The need to fight for government transparency is reaffirmed 
each year during Sunshine Week, a national awareness event over-
seen by the News Leaders Association and keyed to the March 16 
birthday of James Madison. The fourth president of the United 
States drafted the Bill of Rights—including the guarantee of a free 
press—in 1791.

That journalism connection reflects the role news media play in 
                                                                         WHO’S BOSS -  continues on page 9

V & VV & V
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Finn – 1-year-old male – 
Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Finn! Finn is a 1-year-
old pup that loves to play, 
play, play! His hobbies 
include zoomies, running, 
bounding, frolicking, 
and jumping, as well as 
snuggling with his family. 
It can take Finn some time 
to warm up to new people, 
but once he knows and 
trusts you, you’re one of the pack! This goofy guy 
would love to find an owner who will help him learn 
how to be a good boy, as well as a home where he can 
be your only fur baby in a quiet, routine place where 
he can settle in, feel safe, and learn to master his zen.

Rachael Ray – 1-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 

Meet Rachael Ray! Just 
like her namesake, this 
girl has a big purrsonality! 
She is a bit shy at first, 
but with time, space, 
and patience, this lady 
will become the star 
of the show. She has 
successfully lived with 

other cats in the past and may enjoy a furry friend 
in her new home. If you’re hoping to add a little 
ginger and spice into her life then this lady is for you! 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK
HELPHELP

WANTEDWANTED

LOSTLOST
AND AND FOUNDFOUND

HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

Who’s bossWho’s boss
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there 
being due and unpaid 
charges for which the 
undersigned is entitled 
to satisfy, an owner’s lien 
of the goods hereinafter 
described and stored 
at CEDARFIELD SELF 
STORAGE located at 
3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and 
the time specified in such 
notice for payment having 
expired, the goods will be 
sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder or 
otherwise disposed of on 
Friday, March 26, 2021 
at   12 pm.  Cash only.  We 
reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids.
John Elliott  –  A124
(5’x 5’)   household goods

Auction SAleAuction SAle

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

THREE VACANT 
HOMESITES 
AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR 
NEW HOME

Found: Gift Card found at the 
Meijer Gas Station in Cedar 
Springs on February 4th. Call 
to identify with the Card (place) 
name and amount on the card. 
616-889-6714. #7

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE and 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 
is looking for 

EXPERIENCED FINISHERS
and FORM SETTERS. 

Competitive wages, based on 
experience and skill level.

PLEASE CALL 
616.636.5453

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Say: “
I saw it in 
the POST!”

Barn Sale: Home Décor & More. 
Friday March 19 & Saturday 
March 20th from Noon to 6 
pm. 1035 Jones Rd., Pierson, 
49339. #11p

GARAGE/GARAGE/
YARD SALESYARD SALES

the free flow of information, but it unfortunately can also leave the 
public with a sense that Sunshine Week reflects the concerns of a 
single industry. 

To the contrary, access to government information is critical to 
every American who cares about the quality of his or her commu-
nity, state, and nation. 

It’s important to see government employees—including elected 
officials—as the people we hire through our tax dollars to do a 
good job for all of us. If you run a business or hire a contrac-
tor, you wouldn’t hesitate to demand a full understanding of how 
something went wrong. That should be exactly our relationship 
with government.

Getting that information, though, requires public meetings 
where residents can ask questions. It also means access to the doc-
uments that led to a poor decision. Words on paper can be much 
more forthright than the dissembling of politicians.

It’s critical that we hold government accountable, for better or 
worse. (It’s also important to acknowledge when government 
leaders are doing a good job.) 

How can you help? I have two suggestions.
First, keep doing exactly what you’re doing at this moment. 

Read and support your local newspaper. Local journalists, more 
than anyone else, will stand up for your right to information. Face-
book will not be going toe-to-toe with your mayor.

Second, when you believe government isn’t doing its job, de-
mand an explanation. Ask to see the documents. Attend public 
meetings. And above all, support legislative efforts to make gov-
ernment more transparent.

It’s too easy for officials who have failed us to point fingers, 
blame the media and wait for their side of the partisan fence to ral-
ly to their defense. We deserve better. We all pay taxes to support 
the work of government. We should get our money’s worth.

Ken Paulson is the director of the Free Speech Center at Middle 
Tennessee State University, a lawyer and a former editor-in-chief 
of USA Today.

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
Monday, April 5. As providers are scheduling appointments, 
they should consider an individual’s risk of exposure due to 
their employment and their vulnerability to severe disease in 
determining how to schedule appointments. It is anticipated 
that it may still take several weeks beyond April 5 for everyone 
who wishes to receive a vaccine to have an appointment.

Medical conditions that place individuals at increased risk 
for severe illness from the virus that causes COVID-19 are el-
igible for vaccination and include: cancer; chronic kidney dis-
ease; COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease); Down 
syndrome; heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary ar-
tery disease or cardiomyopathies; immunocompromised state 
(weakened immune system) from solid organ transplant; obesi-
ty (body mass index [BMI] of 30 kg/m2 or higher but < 40 kg/
m2 ); severe obesity (BMI ≥ 40 kg/m2 ); pregnancy; sickle cell 
disease; smoking; and Type 2 diabetes mellitus.

The following medical conditions might place an individual 
at an increased risk for severe illness from the virus that caus-
es COVID-19, and are therefore also eligible for vaccination: 
asthma (moderate-to-severe); cerebrovascular disease (affects 
blood vessels and blood supply to the brain); cystic fibrosis; 
hypertension or high blood pressure; immunocompromised 
state (weakened immune system) from blood or bone marrow 
transplant; immune deficiencies; HIV; use of corticosteroids or 
use of other immune weakening medicines; neurologic condi-
tions, such as dementia; liver disease; overweight (BMI > 25 
kg/m2 , but < 30 kg/m2 ); pulmonary fibrosis (having damaged 
or scarred lung tissues); thalassemia (a type of blood disorder); 
and Type 1 diabetes mellitus

Those eligible to receive a vaccine should:
•  Check the website of the local health department or hos-

pital to find out their process or for registration forms; or
•  Check additional vaccination sites, such as local pharma-

cies like Meijer, Rite Aid or Cardinal Health (U.P. resi-
dents); or

•  Residents who don’t have access to the internet or who 

need assistance navigating the vaccine scheduling pro-
cess can call the COVID-19 Hotline at 888-535-6136 
(press 1), Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. or can call 2-1-1.

It is important to note that, while supplies are increasing, 
there remains a limited amount of vaccine available, so there 
may be a waitlist for available appointments. As more vaccine 
becomes available, the state will continue to move more quick-
ly through the priority groups.

MDHHS follows the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) recommendations for prioritization of distribu-
tion and administration of COVID-19 vaccines. CDC recom-
mendations are based on input from the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices, the federal advisory committee 
made up of medical and public health experts who develop 
recommendations on the use of vaccines in the United States.



Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

X Marks the Spot

Spring wildfire danger

The music is about to begin with different members of 
the orchestra joining in proper sequence. Every member 
has its assigned seat and music score. There is pushing and 
shoving for the best seat in the wet swale. The first to tune 
up their vocal instruments are the Western Chorus Frogs, 
Northern Spring Peepers, and Wood Frogs. Before all the 
snow is gone, they move to temporary pools called vernal 
ponds or swales. They also congregate in permanent ponds, 
swamps, and marshes. 

The chorus frogs and spring peepers are tiny and are 
about the size of an adult person’s thumb nail. The wood 
frogs are two to three times that size. Chorus frogs start 
the spring music and are quickly followed by peepers and 
wood frogs. They require vernal pools for breeding and 
temporary standing water is ideal. The frogs migrate to the 
pools and begin singing before ice has completely melted. 

The chorus frogs sound like someone rubbing their thumb 
along the teeth of a comb. Spring peepers make a single re-
petitive peep. Wood frogs sound like quacking ducks. Each 
species recognizes its own kind. Females might select a 
larger or louder member, but males are anxious to breed 

Spring brings fire dan-
ger. Be careful when burn-
ing near dry grass, brush, 
or leaves. The ground may 
look damp and muddy, but 
grass and brush are dry in 
spring even if the ground 
is wet. That means fire can 
spread fast.

“Everybody wants to get 
out and clean up their yard, 
but it’s important to check 
conditions before burning 
and to understand how dry 
these fuels on the ground 
are,” said Paul Rogers, fire 
prevention specialist with 
the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources.

Debris burning is the 
No. 1 cause of wildfires in 
Michigan, and some fires 
already have scorched Lower Michigan 
landscapes, including a 432-acre fire in 
the state’s Thumb region.

Open burning is allowed where the 
ground is still snow-covered. Other-
wise, a free burn permit is required. 
Burn permits in the southern Lower 
Peninsula are issued by local fire de-
partments and government offices. In 
the northern Lower Peninsula and the 
Upper Peninsula, residents can check 
the map at Michigan.gov/BurnPermit 
to see if debris/open burning is permit-

ted in their counties.
Rogers urged people to be careful 

when burning yard debris, enjoying 
campfires or doing other outdoor activ-
ities, especially those that include heat 
or gas-powered engines. 

Among the DNR’s recommenda-
tions:

* Place your charcoal grill on a hard 
surface such as a concrete drive-
way rather than on the lawn, where 
a spark or loose coal could ignite 
dry grass.

* Keep an eye out while using chain-

saws and lawn mowers, because a 
spark from the blade could start a 
fire.

* Be careful when using all-terrain 
vehicles, lawn mowers or other 
outdoor machinery. Heat from a 
lawn mower or the exhaust pipe 
of an ATV can ignite dry grass. A 
trailer chain dragging on pavement 
also can create sparks that ignite 
grass.

* Never leave any fire unattended, 
even for a moment. Make sure all 
debris and campfires are fully ex-

tinguished before leaving the 
area.
* Learn more about 
specific fire danger by region 
at https://glff.mesowest.org/
map or find fire prevention 
tips at www.michigan.gov/
dnr/, then click on the drop 
down arrow for education and 
safety, then click on safety in-
formation, and then fire safe-
ty.
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OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

HEATING & VENTILATION
ABSOLUTE

email: absoluteheating@charter.net
AbsoluteVentilation.com

*FREE ESTIMATES* 616.866.5069

• FURNACES • A/CS 
• WATER HEATERS

CHICK DAYCHICK DAY

Cedar Springs Mill & Supply, IncCedar Springs Mill & Supply, Inc..
112 W. Beech St., Cedar Springs

Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-2:30pm
616-696-9740616-696-9740

Wed., May 12Wed., May 12thth, 2021, 2021
10am-5pm10am-5pm

All orders must 
be prepaid 

Orders due no later 
than April 17th, 2021

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

The Spring Peeper is tan with a darker X on its back. Photo is 
in the public domain.

PulpitPulpit
...continued from page 4...continued from page 4

This does not mean a simple formula, “if you’re anxious, try 
prayer; it works.” God, through the pen of Paul, is telling us 
here, in the 21st century, that to have anxiety or worry about 
anything is a sin. Mainly, our worries are about things in this 
life that we have very little control over anyway. Putting such 
importance on such things to the point that we’re distracted 
from more important things is evidence that our treasure isn’t 
in heaven, but really on earthly things.

Another way of phrasing this scripture text is to not be trou-
bled with cares. When we are born into God’s kingdom, we 
have the assurance that God cares for our needs and God has a 
plan for us. The Bible says that God fashioned the days for me 
before I was born. When I surrender to Christ, that surrender 
includes giving God the controls of my life and letting Him 
lead me into the life He has fashioned for me. 

For assurance, the very next verse reads; “and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7 NIV).

The only way to be free from our anxieties is to rest confi-
dently in his plan and submit to his will. Anxieties will not just 
disappear when we commit to trusting God. We must know 
and apply his word to our lives. To be anxious for nothing, we 
must see God’s goodness, present our cares before the throne 
of grace and leave our cares in God’s hands.

are enclosed in a clear jelly where algae grows and helps 
camouflage the eggs. It helps prevent eggs from being seen 
and eaten. The gel also helps prevent things from biting 
into the egg mass. The third noticeable characteristic is that 
eggs are two-toned. They are dark on top which helps them 
blend with muck at the bottom of the pool. They are light 
colored on the bottom which helps make them invisible 
against the sky. 

Algae and bacteria growing in the egg gel breaks it down 
and by the time the tadpoles are developed enough to hatch, 
tadpoles can easily escape from the gel. Tadpoles feed on 
algae. Frog eggs laid in permanent ponds are often eaten 
by fish as an egg or tadpole. Temporary ponds that dry by 
mid-summer are essential for continued long term surviv-
al of amphibians because they lack fish. Because vernal 
ponds are small they are not protected by laws and most 
people are not aware the damage people cause to amphibi-
ans, birds, small mammals and even insect populations by 
draining or filling these pools. Destruction of small pools 
destroys important nature niche requirements for amphib-
ians or other wildlife. By protecting vernal ponds, it is a 
form of creation care.

To identify the three frogs, the larger of the three is the 
wood frog and I refer to it as the lone ranger because it has a 
dark mask over the eyes. In spring it is not alone when they 
gather in large masses at ponds. For the rest of the summer 
and fall they move into moist woodlands. In addition, they 
have a ridge that runs along their back on both sides divid-
ing the back from the side. 

The two smaller thumb nail sized frogs have their own 
unique features. The chorus frog has a small dark mask but 
does not have the ridges on the back. They usually have 
three dark lines on the back extending from head toward 
the rear. They have swollen suction cup toe tips that are not 
present in wood frogs. Spring peepers also have suction cup 
toe tips and are the lightest colored of the three frogs. They 
are tan with a darker X on the back. This is the one where 
X marks the spot. 

The frogs serenade us at dusk and throughout the night. 
They are most vocal on warmer nights and will sing loud-
ly in rain. When you walk to a pond, they quickly quiet. 
Calmly sit and within a few minutes one brave individual 
will begin its peep, make a rachet-like comb tooth call, or 
duck-like quack. Then others join.

In warmer weather, more frogs will add their instruments 
to the chorus so next week their stories will be shared.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

and will grab any nearby frog. It is not always a female but 
if it is another male a struggle ensues to break free with a 
characteristic trill. 

The male squeezes the female and that helps egg laying. 
As the eggs emerge, they are fertilized by the male. Eggs 
are laid on twigs or vegetation in the water. When finding 
an egg mass, you can notice three things. One, the egg 
masses are much larger than the frog that laid them. Egg 
masses swell with water creating the larger size. Two, they 



Our Red Hawk 
Bowlers had a rough 
split against Kenowa 
Hills on March 10. 

The Cedar girls put 
up a great match against 
the Knights, defeating 
them 27-3. Posting 
high scores were Kayla 
Walters 118 and 156, 
Katelin Kooiman 143 
and 120, Nicole Baker 
180 and 130, Chloe Fisk 148 and 204.

The Knights’ boys team defeated Cedar 24-6.  The Knights fin-
ished the season undefeated.  Putting up a solid effort for Cedar 
were Justin Voskuil 146 and 162, Alex Steil 127 and 152, Cody 
Marshall 178 and 163, Ethan Plummer 189 and 198.

competitors in the dust with a final score of 762.22 (58.58 points 
higher than second place Thornapple Kellog), but they earned 
their best round scores of the season and crushed their best final 
score of the season, to date, by 15.6 points! Job well done, ladies!

The JV Lady Red Hawks also performed strongly at the Con-
ference meet and earned the top spot by scoring a final score of 
558.2. “I am so proud of this 2021 JV Cheer team,” commented 

Coach Katy Hradsky. “I feel like we 
are just getting started. This group of 
girls really worked well together and 
made the season enjoyable as well as 
successful. I hope to see these faces in 
June for sideline tryouts.”

The Varsity team will advance to 
Districts, which will be held at DeWitt 
High School on Saturday, March 20. If 
the team finishes in the top three at the 
event, they will advance to Regional 
competition at Kenowa Hills on Tues-
day, March 23. Coach Anne Olsweski 
is confident in Team 2021. “We have a 

chance of coming out of Regionals, but it’s going to be tough and 
we are going to have to bring our A game. I have no doubt that 
these girls have it in them. NO DOUBT

AT ALL. These girls have handled this season with style and 
grace that many of us will never know in a lifetime.”
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BOYS XC
Jack Sherburn
Jack Sherburn joined our team as 
a part of a very promising group 
of freshmen this year. He quickly 
proved to be one of the most driven, 
detail oriented, passionate runners 
on our team. Regardless of who 
is watching, he’s a machine when 
it comes to putting in work. He is 
consistently eager to improve and 
is constructively critical with himself 
after workouts and races. Jack is as 

industrious as he is analytical. A budding leader in our program, 
I’m grateful to have him on our side for years to come.

 

Our Services: 
• Short-Term Rehabilitation  
• Skilled Nursing  
• Long-Term Care  
• Hospice Care  
• Respite Stays  
• Cardiac Rehab Services 
• Stroke Rehab Services 

WHO IS MISSION POINT HEALTHCARE SERVICES? 

With 20 facilities across the state, we are never far away. 
Delivering Excellence. Every Life. Every Moment. Every Day. 

Mission Point Healthcare Services is a full service health care management company located 
throughout the Detroit-Metro, greater Grand Rapids and Northern Michigan regions. 
Mission Point operates and manages twenty (20) fully licensed, skilled nursing care facilities 
consisting of over 1,690 skilled nursing beds. Mission Point’s services offered are physical 
rehabilitation, skilled nursing care, wound care, hospice care, Alzheimer’s and dementia 
patient care, tracheal and enteral services, transitional rehabilitation services and short-term 
respite care. Mission Point provides health care services to senior citizens and elderly 
patients as well as other patients requiring specialized nursing care.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, 
please contact us at: 

Western MI—616-957-3957  
Eastern MI—248-577-2632  

Northern MI—906-482-6644  
info@missionpointhealthcare.com 

We are proud to offer short and long term care with a 
dedicated, professional staff whose goal is to assist you 
or your loved one to  reach the highest level of 
independence as quickly as possible, Each patient will 
have individualized goals to help them return to their 
prior level of function and to return home safe and 
independently. 

m i s s i o n p o i n t h e a l t h c a r e . c o m  
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EQUESTRIAN
Parker VanDyke
Parker is a wonderful asset to 
the Equestrian Team. His talent, 
confidence and sportsmanship are 
wonderful qualities that help to 
strengthen the team.

Athletes 
of the Month

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

OCTOBER 2020

400 Jeffrey St. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319 | (616) 696-0170

Athletes of the Month 
is brought to you by: 

Parker VanDyke

Jenna Powell

Jack Sherburn

GIRLS GOLF
Jenna Powell
Jenna is natural leader and a 
talented golfer. She is not only 
committed to getting better 
herself but is also will and talented 
at helping others around her get 
better.

Bryce Marvel signs with Olney 
Central College

Bryce Marvel pitching. 
Bryce Marvel at the signing, with his high school baseball coaches. 
Pictured (L to R): Mike Schaub, Bryce Marvel, and Justin Glyshaw.  

Cedar Springs 
bowlers split with 
Kenowa Hills

Cheer wins OK Gold conference
Team 2021 swept the OK 

Gold in Competitive Cheer at 
the Conference Finals held at 
Cedar Springs High School on 
Wednesday, March 10th.

The Varsity squad, who has 
been working hard to over-
come setbacks early in the sea-
son, entered the competition 
tied for first place in the OK 
Gold with Thornapple Kellogg 
High School.

The Lady Red Hawks have 
spent countless hours perfect-
ing their rounds and were pre-
pared to leave it all on the mat 
in order to secure the top spot 
in the OK Gold for their first 
year in the conference. Not 
only did these athletes leave all 

Varsity Cheer with their conference trophy.

JV Cheer also earned top honors at conference. 

Chloe Fisk had a 204 
against Kenowa Hills.

Alex Steil and Katelin Kooiman during 
play.

The Cedar Springs Red 
Hawk Baseball team is pleased 
to announce the collegiate sign-
ing of senior Bryce Marvel. In 
the fall of 2021, he will attend 
Olney Central College in Ol-
ney, Illinois where he hopes to 
earn a certificate in welding. 
If all goes to plan, Bryce will 
then transfer to a 4-year school 
to continue his education in 
business and, hopefully, con-
tinue to play baseball.

Bryce is the son of Lynn and 
Bruce Marvel.  At his sign-
ing they said, “As parents we 
are extremely proud of Bryce 
as he prepares to play at the 
next level.  We want to thank 
all of his coaches that he has 
had throughout the years.  You 
have had a large impact on 
making Bryce into the player 
he is today.”

Bryce was a player who be-
gan to show promise as an ath-

lete in his teens, playing both 
travel basketball and baseball.  
Though his love of baseball 
would take him to the next 
level, basketball was always 
there in the background.  As 
a freshman, Bryce started out 
playing on the JV team but was 
moved to varsity at the end of 
the season.  As both a sopho-
more and a junior he remained 
a consistent go-to starter on the 
varsity team. He also spent two 
seasons playing for the Grand 
Rapids Storm. 

His baseball career was 
equally impressive. By 8th 
grade, he joined a group of 
friends to play for Coach 
Greenland and Power Base-
ball in the summer.  Following 
his sophomore season, he was 
chosen to play for Coach Chris 
Wegryzn and the Elite A’s, a 
summer that drew the attention 
of multiple colleges around 

the midwest.  As a high school 
athlete, Bryce caught the eye 
of Coach Schaub his fresh-
man year and was brought 
up to play on the varsity team 
immediately. He became a fix-
ture at first base and developed 
into a consistent pitcher for the 
varsity team as well. During 
his sophomore season, Bryce 
played for Coach Glyshaw and 
truly developed into the ace of 
the pitching staff and a cleanup 
hitter. 

“Even at a young age, Bryce 
showed great maturity and an 
ability that earned the respect 
of his teammates. There was 
no doubt who I wanted on the 
mound when the game was on 
the line,” said Coach Glyshaw.

Bryce’s favorite baseball 
memory came during his soph-
omore year in the Red hawks’ 
pre-District game against Big 
Rapids. On the mound, Bryce 

struck out twelve Cardinals 
and earned a 1-0 shutout victo-
ry. The unforgettable moment 
in the game came in the 5th 
inning when Coach Glyshaw 
called on senior Payton New-
man to drop down a squeeze 
bunt, which scored the only 
run of the game.  

Unfortunately, the spring of 
Bryce’s junior year was can-
celed because of the pandem-
ic.  Further tragedy struck in 
the off-season before his se-
nior season when he suffered 
a bucket-handle-tear of his 
meniscus, which will cause 
him to spend this spring and 
summer on the bench healing.  
Despite the injury, Bryce plans 
to be back on the field this fall, 
pitching for the Olney Cen-
tral College Blue Knights and 
Coach Dennis Conley. 
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Access your account when it is most convenient for you. 
Download the Kent County Credit Union App 
Today!
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Download the Kent County Credit Union App 
Today!
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Auto Loans
Starting at 2.99% APR*

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate can vary based on creditworthiness, our underwriting standards, loan term and 
age of vehicle. Rate is subject to change without notice. Payment example: borrow $20,000 at 2.99%. APR for 36 
months = $581.55/month. Membership eligibility requirements.

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store
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