
It was an exciting weekend at the 
regionals for the Cedar Springs Red 
Hawk bowlers.

A postcard mailed 113 years ago 
from Cedar Springs to Clinton, 
Michigan, was recently discovered 
in an antique shop in Tecumseh, 
Michigan. 
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The Entomological Society of Ameri-
ca today announced a new common 
name for the Lymantria dispar moth.
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Regan wins primary for 74th 
district seat

Man killed in 
Oakfield crash

Will compete against Democrat 
Carol Glanville in May
The Republican 

winner in yesterday’s 
primary for the 74th District House seat 
was Robert Regan, with 2,404 votes. 
Steven Gilbert was close behind with 
2,323; Justin Noordhoek had 2,102; and 
Brian Bair had 481. Carol Glanville was 
the only Democrat running, and she got 
3,756 votes. 

Regan and Glanville will compete for 

the seat in the election on May 3.
You can see the election results at 

https://www.accesskent.com/De-
partments/Elections/

All election results are considered 
“unofficial” until audited by Kent 
County.

Voter turnout in Kent County was 
15 percent. 

An Edmore man died Thurs-
day evening in a two-vehicle 
crash in Oakfield Township.

According to the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, deputies re-
sponded to the head-on crash just 
before 11 p.m. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 25, on Lincoln Lake Ave-
nue, just south of 16 Mile Rd.

According to police, the 
32-year-old Edmore man was 
traveling northbound on Lincoln 
Lake, when his vehicle struck a 
southbound vehicle being driv-
en by a 55-year-old man from 

Rockford. 
The Edmore man was pro-

nounced deceased at the scene.
The Rockford man and his pas-

senger, a 77-year-old Rockford 
woman, both suffered serious in-
juries and were transported to the 
hospital for treatment.

No citations have been issued 
at this time and crash investi-
gators are continuing to piece 
together what happened leading 
up to the crash.  Any other con-
tributing factors are unknown at 
this time. 

Robert Regan
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Seniors seek to start again
By Judy Reed

The senior citizens who 
used to meet at the former 
senior center at 54 N. Park 
Street in Cedar Springs feel 
like no one cares that “their” 
building was sold out from 
under them--and that no one 
will listen to them. They are 
calling it a scam.

But they aren’t the only 
ones feeling they were 
scammed. Sue Norton, pres-
ident of the North Kent Se-
nior Association, and Kim 
Gillow, who was also on the 
board and helped run things 
for the seniors, were part of 
the board that voted to sell 
the building, due to a problem 
with a lack of funds coming 
in, impending back taxes, and 
problems with a leaky roof, 
broken boiler, and pipes that 
need to be fixed. They sold the 
building on a $25,000 cash of-
fer that came through their re-
altor, without a listing, only to 
find out that their realtor then 
represented the buyer in a flip 
of the building, and marketed 
it for $249,000, and sold it for 
$209,000 to a local church.

Ouch.
“It’s so sad,” said Cher-

rie Camilleri, a woman who 
is helping the seniors, “they 
know they are not going to 
get the building back, but they 
would like all the property 
back, such as the photos and 
the minutes.”

“We’d like our history 
back,” said Janice Hill.

Sue Norton, the president of 
the North Kent Seniors Asso-
ciation, told the Post that the 
photos they are speaking of are 
in a box that she gave to them. 
She said she only kept things 
that were hers, including her 
own photos, and the paper-
work she needs to hold on to.

If this were the only prob-
lem, it would still be painful, 
but at least there might be a 
resolution. But the senior saga 
is a many-headed monster.

How did this all happen? 
Let’s start at the beginning.

The North Kent Senior 
Citizens Association was in-
corporated in April of 1984, 
and their address was listed 
as 9100 Wolverine Blvd, in 
Rockford. In 1986, a land con-

tract memorandum was filed 
to show the North Kent Senior 
Association purchasing the 
building at 74 N. Park St. from 
the First Church of God. The 
warranty deed in 1987 shows 
that same address. Later doc-
uments show an address of 44 
N. Park St. It was only recently 
that it began showing up at 54 
N. Park St.

In 2005, The Post did an ar-
ticle on January 20, 2005, that 
the senior center was running 
out of funds. About 60 seniors 
attended at the time. Their 
funds were running low be-
cause two tenants in the build-
ing, the Kent County Health 
Department and ACSET had 
moved out due to mold in the 
building. Without their rent, 
the senior center couldn’t pay 
their expenses to maintain the 

building. Some community 
groups helped them get rid of 
the mold problem. 

Interestingly, Jean Lumsden, 
who was treasurer at the time, 
told the Post that the church 
“donated” the center to the 
seniors in the mid-1980s but 
that probably wasn’t the right 
word, because she then went 
on to say that the city paid the 
first $6,000 for the seniors and 
that it was their responsibili-
ty after that. But she said that 
the deal stipulated that if the 
seniors disbanded, the church 
would revert to the city. The 
Post has not yet found any 
paperwork stipulating that, 
but it is something that has 
been passed down through the 
years.

After we ran that article 
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The former senior center at 54 N. Park Street in Cedar Springs

Way to go 
Cedar Springs!
By Lois Allen, Publisher

Thanks to the 
loyal readers of 
Cedar Springs, 
we continue to 
publish the local 
news, fighting 
the war against 
disinformation 
and continuing 
an invaluable 
public service 
to thousands 
of families. 
Way to go 
readers of The Post! The 
Post has been cherished 
by so many Cedar Springs 
residents since its very be-
ginning over three decades 
ago. People loved their little 
local newspaper. It kept us 
going to see their excitement 
and dedication. It was just a 
small, weekly local but we 
felt wanted and appreciated 
by so many residents here. 
To date, readers and even 
some local organizations 
have contributed close to 
$7,000 to help. Without it, 
we would have had to close. 
Thank you!

Big corporations are big 
on “junk” mail advertising. 
And they can afford it. But 
nobody rushes to their mail-
box to read their daily junk 
mail! If a check is on its way, 
yes, we check that mail-

b o x —
daily.

But big businesses are so 
big, they don’t want to mess 
with small weekly newspa-
pers.

Our advertising is designed 
to be affordable for every 
business, big and small. The 
advertising cost in the local 
newspaper is a tiny fraction 
of the cost of printing and 
mailing promotionals. But 
because the marketing peo-
ple of today are told that no 
one reads newspapers any-
more, they don’t include 
them in the advertising bud-
get. Sad.

I want to shop local. I al-
ways shop the local newspa-
per first (obviously). I would 
like to see an electrician, a 
plumber, a tax consultant, a 
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Get answers when you need it most
When you don’t know what to expect, any legal 
matter can be intimidating. At Phelps Law Office, 
PLC, we strive to remove that intimidation and to 
help you become comfortable with the process. 
Each clent can expect personal attention and 
straight-forward answers to their questions. 

Legal Services
• Wills And Trusts (pre-planning for death 

or disability)
• Probates and Estates (probate adminis-

tration of a decedent’s estate, litigation, 
will and trust contests)

• Elder Law (guardianship, conservatorship, 
asset protection planning)

Contact Us Today

Address: 
6585 Belding Rd NE Suite C 
Rockford, MI 49341
(Next to Timbers Restaurant)

Email:
tphelps@phelpslaw.net

Phone:
616-866-0902

Fax:
616-866-0975

Business Hours:
Call for an appointment Free Consultation and 20 Years Experience

www.tphelpslaw.net

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Germany covers about 
138,000 square miles, or 

about 3% the size of the US at 
3.8 million square miles.  

Festival of one-act plays

Impacted by 2021 T-Mobile Breach? 
Take steps to protect personal information

Give Wisely When 
Making Donations 
for Ukraine

The Better Business Bu-
reau Serving Western Mich-
igan (BBB®) is advising 
potential donors to be delib-
erate with their donations to 
help the people of Ukraine. 
Generous donors want to 
help by supporting charities 
that are raising funds for as-
sistance. 

“Unfortunately, bad actors 
often try to take advantage 
of people’s good will,” says 
Lisa Frohnapfel, President and CEO of the Better Business 
Bureau Serving Western Michigan. “You want to make 
sure your donation is used as intended, so it is important to 
take some time and make sure the charity you are working 
with can deliver on their promises and support.”

We certainly encourage generosity to help the people in 
Ukraine but caution donors to avoid questionable appeals 
by keeping the following tips in mind:

•  Can the charity get to the impacted area? Not all 
relief organizations will be positioned to provide re-
lief quickly. See if the charity already has a presence 
in Ukraine.

•  Should you send clothing and food? Local drives 
to collect clothing and food to send overseas may 
not be practical as the logistics and timing to deliver 
and disperse such items will be challenging. Relief 
organizations are better equipped to obtain what is 
needed, distribute it effectively and avoid duplication 
of effort.

•  Does the relief charity meet BBB Charity Stan-
dards?  You can verify a charity’s trustworthiness 
by viewing an evaluative report completed by BBB 
Wise Giving Alliance.  See the list provided below 
of charities that that are soliciting for relief assis-
tance for Ukraine and that also meet the BBB Stan-
dards for Charity Accountability.

•  Is the charity experienced in providing emergen-
cy relief? Experienced disaster relief charities are the 
best bet to help deliver aid as soon as possible. New 
entrants may have difficulty in following through 
even if they have the best of intentions.

•  Are you considering crowdfunding appeals? If en-
gaging in crowdfunding, it is safest to give to some-
one you personally know and trust, and review the 
platform’s policies regarding fees and distribution of 
collected funds. If the crowdfunding request is from 
a charity, check out the group by visiting Give.org. 
Keep in mind that some crowdfunding sites do very 
little vetting of individuals or organizations that de-
cide to post for relief assistance. Sites that take se-
curity measures will usually provide descriptions of 
these procedures.

•  Does the appeal make exaggerated financial claims 
such as “100% will be spent on relief.” Charities 
have fundraising and administrative expenses. Any 
charity claiming otherwise is potentially misleading 
the donating public. Even a credit card donation will 
have a processing fee.

 
The Cedar Springs Community Players have lined up six 

original one-act plays by local authors to be performed at the 
Kent Theatre.  Each show has a comedic element that everyone 
will enjoy.

In Why Does the Wolf Cry written by 11-year-old Oliv-
ia Wilbur, a student tries to avoid things she doesn›t like at 
school.  Back There by Maripat Allen explores the question, 
“What happens when you argue with yourself?”  Xiernon from 
Glixtar also by Allen reveals a close encounter with a friend-
ly alien.  Always by Dana Hall is about a couple still in love 
in their twilight years.  Beware the Ides of Mars by Erin Os-
good questions what could go wrong exploring Mars? Hamlet 
& Eggs by Scott Phillips puts an Appalachian twist on Shake-
speare.

Included in the casts are: Lilly Wood, Susan Veenema, Anji 
Britten, John, Jordyn, and Chloe Kerrish, Judy Schultz, Cody 
Wilson, Erica Schutter, Korin Suggitt, Natalie Allshouse, 
Misty Beazley, Dave Schmuker, Brian Thomas and Doug 
Christensen.

Show Dates: March 4 and 5 at 7:30 p.m., March 6 at 3 
p.m. Tickets: $10 in advance at the Cedar Springs Communi-
ty Library or $12 at the door.  $6 for kids under 18 years old.  

Next Up:
March 31: 6:30 p.m. and April 2 at 9:30 a.m. auditions for 

Scott Phillips’ original show, A New Skirt in Town.  Cast in-
cludes men and women ages 16+.  Shows will be the last 
two weekends of May. 

July: The Wizard of Oz, Jr. (Summer Kids Musical)

LANSING—Attorney General 
Dana Nessel is urging Michigan 
residents who believe they were 
impacted by the data breach an-
nounced by T-Mobile in August 
2021 to take appropriate steps 
to protect their information from 
identity theft.

On Aug. 17, T-Mobile reported 
a massive data breach compro-
mising the sensitive personal in-
formation of millions of current, former, and prospective 
T-Mobile customers. The breach impacted more than 53 
million individuals, including more than 1.1 million Michi-
gan residents. Among other categories of impacted informa-
tion, millions had their names, dates of birth, Social Securi-
ty Numbers, and driver’s license information compromised.

Nessel is involved in a multistate coalition of attorneys 
general currently examining the breach and whether T-Mo-
bile had appropriate safeguards in place to protect personal 
information.

Recently, a large subset of the information compromised 
in the breach was for sale on the dark web—a hidden por-
tion of the Internet where cyber criminals buy, sell, and 
track personal information. Many individuals have since 
received alerts through various identity theft protection ser-
vices informing them that their information was found on-
line in connection with the breach, confirming that impacted 
individuals are at heightened risk for identity theft.

Nessel is reissuing her Data Breaches: What To Do Next 
Consumer Alert with more information related to protecting 
your personal information in response to the latest devel-
opment.

“Anyone who received notice from T-Mobile related to 
this breach should be taking steps to combat potential iden-

tify theft,” Nessel said. “While we 
can’t stop bad actors from access-
ing your information—especially 
once it ends up for sale on the dark 
web—there are ways to protect 
yourself if your information was 
compromised.”

She urges anyone who believes 
they were impacted by the T-Mo-
bile breach to take the following 
steps to protect themselves:

•  Monitor your credit. Credit monitoring services track 
your credit report and alert you whenever a change 
is made, such as a new account or a large purchase. 
Most services will notify you within 24 hours of any 
change to your credit report.

•  Consider placing a free credit freeze on your cred-
it report. Identity thieves will not be able to open a 
new credit account in your name while the freeze is 
in place. You can place a credit freeze by contacting 
each of the three major credit bureaus:
 °  Equifax | online or by calling 888-766-0008
 °  Experian | online or by calling 888-397-3742
 °  TransUnion | online or by calling 800-680-

7289
•  Place a fraud alert on your credit report. A fraud alert 

tells lenders and creditors to take extra steps to verify 
your identity before issuing credit. You can place a 
fraud alert by contacting any one of the three major 
credit bureaus.

•  Additional Resources. If you believe you are a victim 
of identity theft, visit the Federal Trade Commission’s 
website for assistance on how to report it and recover 
from it or contact the Attorney General’s Office for 
help.

You can learn more about 
the State’s identity theft re-
sources on the Department 
of Attorney General web-
site.

The Department pro-
vides a library of resources 
for consumers to review 
anytime on a variety of top-
ics.

Your connection to con-
sumer protection is just a 
click or phone call away. 
Consumer complaints can 
be filed online at the Attor-
ney General’s website, or if 
you have questions call 877-
765-8388.



By Judy Reed

A postcard mailed 113 
years ago from Cedar 
Springs to Clinton, Mich-
igan, was recently discov-
ered in an antique shop in 
Tecumseh, Michigan. Clin-
ton is about five miles from 

Tecumseh.
The discovery of the post-

card was made by former 
Cedar Springs resident Ra-
chel (Drake) Antosh. “As 
a former resident of Cedar 
Springs, I was surprised to 
find it in a shop in Tecum-
seh, MI,” she wrote. She 

recognized the last name of 
the person that the card was 
addressed to—a Miss Hazel 
Snauble—as a road in Cedar 
Springs, and thought maybe 
the family may have been 
prominent here at the time, 
or at least enough to have a 
road named after them.

The card features a small 
photograph of a young man 
and young lady glued to the 
postcard. The card is dated 
Cedar Springs, Mich. Jan-
uary 10, 08 (1908) and the 
message reads, “Dear Cous-
in, This is the way Gladys 
and Paul looked when an 

old camera of mine winked 
at them. We are all alive.” It 
was signed, “Ernest.”

We spoke to Sharon Jett, 
with the Cedar Springs His-
torical Museum. They had 
obituaries on file for both 
Ernest Snauble and Gladys 
Snauble. It appears that Er-

nest, Gladys, and Paul were 
all siblings, and the children 
of Joseph and Clara Alex-
ander Snauble. According 
to Ernest’s obituary, he was 
born in 1881 near Ann Ar-
bor, and moved to Solon 
Township with his parents 

Solving a 
puzzle 
With fewer drivers 
on the road during 
covid, why the spike 
in fatalities?

WASHINGTON, D.C. (February 
28, 2022) - As the COVID-19 pan-
demic swept across the country, it 
led to fewer drivers on the roads and 
a significant reduction in the number 
of miles driven. And yet, U.S. gov-
ernment data shows traffic fatalities 
have surged, along with an increase in 
crashes involving impairment, speed-
ing, red-light running, aggressiveness, 
and non-seatbelt use, to its highest 
level in over a decade. To understand 
the rise in dangerous driving behav-
iors, the AAA Foundation for Traffic 
Safety examined whether the pandem-
ic changed the composition of drivers 
on the road. It found that while most 
drivers reduced their driving during 

the pandemic, a small proportion ac-
tually increased their driving. Making 
matters worse, those who increased 
their driving appeared to be riskier 
than average, even after accounting 
for their age, gender, and how much 
they drove.

“Our research finds that higher-risk 
motorists accounted for a greater share 
of drivers during the pandemic than 
before it,” said Dr. David Yang, exec-
utive director of the AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety. “Safety-minded in-
dividuals drove less, while many who 
increased their driving tended to en-

gage in riskier behaviors behind the 
wheel.”

The Foundation’s new research finds 
while only a small percentage of driv-
ers (4 percent) increased their driv-
ing due to the pandemic, they were 
younger and disproportionately male, 
a statistically riskier driver group than 
the average population.

In addition, those who increased 
their driving during the pandemic 
were more likely to report engaging in 
the following risky driving behaviors 
in the previous 30 days: follow us on facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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Woman injured when car hits trees

Century-old postcard found in antique shop
The postcard was mailed from Cedar Springs to Clinton in 1908.

This old postcard that originated in Cedar Springs, was found in an antique shop in Tecumseh.

A Belding woman was injured when her vehicle struck several trees. Courtesy photo.

M o n t c a l m 
County Sher-
iff’s Deputies 
responded to a 
report of a one-
car crash near 
the intersection 
of South Green-
ville Road and 
West Dicker-
son Lake Road 
in Montcalm 
Township at 
approximately 
02:11 a.m. on 
Sunday, Febru-
ary 27, 2022.  
When deputies 
arrived at the 
crash location 
they found the driver, a 
44-year-old Belding wom-
an, complaining of inju-
ries. The Belding woman 
was transported to Spec-
trum Health-Butterworth 

campus in Grand Rap-
ids by Montcalm County 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices for treatment of non-
life threatening injuries.  
The investigation revealed 

that the Belding woman was 
driving a 2020 Dodge Chal-
lenger southbound on South 
Greenville Road near West 
Dickerson Road when she 
lost control and exited the 

roadway to the 
left and struck 
multiple trees.  
A seatbelt did 
not appear to 
have been worn. 
Speed and alco-
hol are believed 
to be factors. 
The crash re-
mains under 
inves t iga t ion . 
In addition to 
Montcalm Coun-
ty Emergency 
Medical Services 
and Montcalm 
County Central 
Dispatch, the 
Sheriff’s Office 

was assisted by the Mont-
calm Township Fire De-
partment and the Montcalm 
County Road Commission. 
  

AAA photo of a ambulance on scene at the sight of a vehicle crash.
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BirthdayBirthday
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spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Happy 
Birthday

JANE MURRAY
Happy 101st  Birthday to Jane 
Murray! To the sweetest 101 
year old, mom, grandma, great-
grandma, aunt etc. You’ve been 
a great inspiration to all of us. 
You give us all encouragement 
and guidance through our lives 
with the word of the Lord. We 

all wish you a happy and blessed birthday.
-Your family and friends

JANET JUNE AVIS
Janet June Avis passed 
from this Earth to be 
with her Savior Jesus on 
Saturday February 26, 
2022. Born on November 
19,1934 to parents Norman 
and Helen Nielsen, in 
Muskegon Michigan, 
she lived most of her 87 
years in Cedar Springs. 
Although she suffered 
from dementia for her last 
7 years, she had lived a 
life filled with the love of 
family, travel, and a great 
love of all things in God’s natural world. A 1953 
graduate of Cedar Springs High School, in 1954 at just 
20 years old, she married the love of her life, Norwood 
Avis - who would become her lifelong companion and 
husband for 68 years. Shortly after the wedding, she 
and Woody boarded a train for Mountain Home Air 
Force Base in Boise, Idaho to begin their life together. 
Soon after, they began building their family with the 
arrival of their first child, Tamara. After returning to 
West Michigan, daughter Ruth arrived. son Richard 
and daughter Marcia completed the family within a few 
short years. After raising their family, Janet and Woody 
embarked on many adventures together. Traveling from 
coast to coast to see the Atlantic, Pacific, and the Gulf 
Oceans. They often travelled with their trailer, driving 
to meet friends and family throughout Michigan as 
well as crossing the country to visit states on both the 
west and east coasts, and extensive travel throughout 
the southeast. They enjoyed special cruises to Alaska 
and the Caribbean as well. Consummate “snowbirds,” 
they spent nearly 20 winters in central Florida, where 
they made many close friends from all over North 
America. Wherever they ventured, Janet always found 
time to appreciate the beauty of nature at every turn. 
She deeply studied and celebrated the beautiful details 
found in the handiwork of God. She generously shared 
her knowledge and love for the natural world found in 
rocks, flowers, trees, birds, and butterflies. She was 
renown for her ability to spend hours bent over combing 
beaches, shorelines, creek beds, dunes, and gardens 
examining every rock, seashell, pine cone, twig, or 
plant she found until her pockets bulged with treasures 
- she was simply enthralled by nature’s special gifts. 
Janet was also a DIY (do-it-yourselfer) before it became 
popular. She designed house plans, hung wallpaper, 
made her own curtains, reupholstered furniture, and 
was known as a real “Mrs. Fix It” among her neighbors, 
family, and friends - she prided herself on knowing her 
way around a toolbox. Rarely one to rest, Janet loved to 
garden and shared hundreds of flower arrangements - 
often making one or more bouquets for the alter at Cedar 
Springs United Methodist Church every Sunday. She 
enjoyed playing the piano and played the ‘chimes’ prior 
to Sunday church services for many years. When she 
did sit, she was usually busy sewing or making beautiful 
crochet items for loved ones. Under God’s mercy, Janet 
passed peacefully into God’s arms with the help of 
Butterworth Hospital Hospice. She was welcomed to 
heaven by her parents, as well as her in-laws Donald 
and Wenona Avis, brother Gerald Nielsen, brother-in-
law Ron Avis, and son-in-law Thomas Tice. She will 
be remembered lovingly by her husband Norwood; 
children, Tamara, Ruth & Jim Betar, Richard & Julianne 
Avis, Marcia & Brian Gibson; grandchildren, Michael 
Greer, Kelli Greer, Andrew Gibson, Shawn & Krysta 
Betar; great-granddaughter, Clare; brother Daniel & 
Sondra Nielsen;sister-in-law Nell Avis; five nieces and 
one nephew and their families, Dorai & Bruce VanDyke, 
Darci & Mike Waite, Duinn & Scott Shevock, Drew & 
Becky Nielsen, Amy Avis, and Molly & Kevin Ball; 
cousin Nancy Shepler and her twenty great-nieces and 
nephews whom she loved. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to the Food Pantry at the United Methodist 
Church 140 South Main Street Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
Visitation and service was held Wednesday, March 2 at 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Michelle Vallier officiating. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs with a luncheon to follow at 
the United Methodist Church.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

 

DUANE OLIVER HUSSEY
Duane Oliver Hussey, age 
82, of Grand Rapids, passed 
away on February 28, 2022, 
in Grand Rapids, MI after a 
lengthy battle with dementia. 
He was born on January 13, 
1940, to John and Margaret 
(Richardson) Hussey in 
Pittsburgh, PA. He attended 
Roseville High School in 
Roseville, MI and Alma 
College, where he played 
basketball. Duane proudly 
served in the United States 
Air Force, joining in 1960. On April 4, 1965, he married 
Paulette Moen at the little church in Lunds Valley, ND. 
Duane worked as a Chemical Salesman in the steel industry 
and was part owner of Silbond in Weston, MI. Duane 
was an active member of Resurrection Lutheran Church 
in Sand Lake, MI. He was an avid boater and golfer, but 
more than anything he enjoyed spending time with family 
and watching his grandkids play sports. Duane also had a 
soft spot in his heart for his furry family members. Duane 
is survived by his wife, Paulette Hussey; son, Jon (Laureen) 
Hussey; daughter, Holly (Chad) Coppock; grandchildren, 
Jon (Chelsea) Hussey, Matthew (Tori Drzyzga) Hussey, 
Daniel (Rebecca) Hussey, Kevin (Chelsey) Coppock, 
Kayla (Jack Loviska) Coppock, and Jacob (Kaitlyn Paas) 
Coppock; great-grandchildren, Jackson, Sophia, and Mason; 
sisters-in-law, Joanne Colbenson and Tedi (Steve) Morlan; 
many nieces and nephews; and special friends, Al and Lynn 
Coppock. He was preceded in death by his brother-in-law, 
Alan Colbenson. Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 5th at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
180 Northland Dr., Sand Lake, MI 49343, with Pastor Lee 
Zabrocki officiating. There will be a time of visitation at 
10:00 a.m. until the time of service on Saturday at Church. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation, 2361 Hylan Boulevard, Staten Island, 
NY, 10306, t2t.org. Please share your memories of Duane 
online at www.plaisierfuneral.com

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

RICHARD A. WESCHE SR.
Richard A. Wesche Sr. age 83 
of Sand Lake, died Monday, 
February 28, 2022 at his home 
surrounded by his family. He 
was born March 19, 1938 in 
Detroit, MI the son of August 
and Mary (Schug) Wesche Sr. 
He served in the U.S. Army 
from 1958 – 1962. Dick 
worked for several furniture 
factories and then retired 
from General Motors after 20 
years of service. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, camping and 
spending time with his family 
and friends. He took several 
trips with his siblings. He loved spending time with his children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Surviving are is wife of 65 
years, Verna (Shick); children, Scott (Lori), Richard Jr. (Patrice), 
Theodore (Susan), Russell, Frederick (Sonya), Catherine (Todd) 
Simcoe; 10 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; sister, Rose 
Hunter; 3 sisters-in-law; 1 brother-in-law. He was preceded in 
death by 2 sisters; 4 brothers; 6 brothers-in-law; 5 sisters-in-law. 
There will be no services at this time, a celebration of his life 
will be announced at a later date. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

 

HELEN M. WILLIAMS
Helen M. Williams age 87 of 
Cedar Springs, passed away 
Wednesday, February 23, 2022 
at her home surrounded by her 
family. Mrs. Williams was born 
September 15, 1934 in Osceola 
County, MI the daughter of 
John and Lola (McCrimmon) 
Robinson. She graduated from 
Marion High School in 1953 
where she played basketball 
and then worked for Riverside 
Electrical for 10 years. She 
enjoyed sports, old country 
music and playing with her 
children and in later years her grandchildren. Her favorites were 
basketball, badminton and board games. She was a fan of MSU, 
Larry Bird and the Detroit Tigers. She also had a great love 
of animals, especially her grand dog, Tasha. Surviving are her 
daughters, Lynn (Bruce) Marvel, Shonda Horter; grandchildren, 
Allyson (Drew) French, Brayden Marvel, Bryce Marvel; 
brother, Norman Robinson; sister-in-law, Carolyn Robinson; 
many special nieces and nephews who she referred to has her 
“kids”. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
George; brothers and sister-in-law, Kenneth Robinson, Merlin 
(Dorothy) Robinson; sister-in-law, Dorothy Robinson. The 
family greeted friends Tuesday, March 1 from 1:00 p.m. until 
time of service at 2:00 p.m. at Grace Evangelical Free Church, 
4714 13 Mile Road, Rockford. Pastor Josh Williams officiating. 
Interment Middle Branch Cemetery, Marion in the spring. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Emmanuel Hospice, 
401 Hall St. SW, #236, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

ObituaryObituary

ObituaryObituary

MemorialMemorial
CLYDE 

MENEFEE
We lost this great guy on 
March 2nd 2014. It’s been 
eight years since you left 
us. We still think about 
you everyday, all the great 
times we had with you. I 
know you are watching 
over us all from heaven.

Love, your wife, 
Luanne; your children, 

Christine, Daniel, Dennis; 
grandchildren, Jeremy, Ryan, Abbie, Emilee, Mikala, 

Daniel Jr., Schorian; great-grandchildren, Tyanna, Layla, 
Aiden, Serenity, Zephyr. 

We miss you dearly. ‘Till we meet again, keep watching 
over us. 

Love, your family.
 

ObituaryObituary
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

ChurchChurch

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

DirectoryDirectory
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VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
Your Church Your Church HEREHERE
Call Call 616.696.3655616.696.3655 The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 

words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability con-
cerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full 
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 

We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge let-
ters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICEPOSTPOST  ScriptsScripts

PASTOR DYLAN MASON PASTOR DYLAN MASON 
FROST CREEK CHURCHFROST CREEK CHURCH

15671 Algoma Ave. NE15671 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319Cedar Springs, MI 49319

FARMINGFARMING

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

During these latest Olym-
pics, New Balance has been 
running a new advertising 
campaign with a tagline of, 
“Impatience is a virtue.” 
The underlying message of 
the campaign is a call for 
each of us to embrace and 
live into each moment, and 
of course, sell athletic ap-
parel. And like advertising 
campaigns are designed to 
do, this tagline has some-
what stuck in my head. It 
seems that over the last 
year or so, I’ve been feel-
ing as though God has been 
asking me to do a lot of 
waiting. He’s been asking 
me to be patient! Maybe 
I’m wrong and it’s just me, 
but I don’t think it’s in our 
nature as people to enjoy 
waiting very much. We live 
in a very fast-paced culture 
that glorifies busy-ness and 
the next big thing. How-
ever, like just about every 
other way of life that Jesus 

teaches, he calls us to live 
contrary to that.

Jesus regularly teaches 
through agricultural ex-
amples. We can find many 
different parables in the 
gospels that center around 
an agricultural theme. One 
of my favorites, is one of 
the shortest. In Mark 4:26-
29, Jesus gives the example 
of the farmer who scat-
ters seed on the ground, 
and night and day, though 
he doesn’t know how, the 
seed grows until it is ready 
to harvest. Obviously, the 
farmer knows what he 
must do to allow the seed 
to grow, but God is the one 
who actually grows the 
seed. I think there are many 
reasons why Jesus regularly 
teaches using agricultural 
examples, but maybe one 
of the most important is be-
cause growing food takes 
time. It takes time, and it 
takes daily faithfulness on 

the part of the farmer.
In order for the seed to 

grow, the farmer has a part 
to play. Now, I’m no farm-
er, but from what I think I 
know, the farmer must pre-
pare the soil, fertilize the 
soil, plant the seed, water 
and feed the seed, protect 
the plants from various 
threats. Day after day, the 
farmer wakes up, plays his 
part in aiding the growth of 
the plants, and God grows 

•
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Neglect not the gift that is in thee...
1 Timothy 4:14a

He who buries his 
talent is making a 

grave mistake.

the plants. Without the 
faithfulness of the farmer, 
everyone else doesn’t ben-
efit from the harvest. 

Too often in life, we ne-
glect the faithful, seemingly 
small or meaningless tasks 
in our pursuit of Jesus be-
cause we are always looking 
at what is next. Most often, 
the daily faithful obedience 
is where we grow the most, 
not the big scary leaps of 
faith. Even after David was 
anointed to be king of Isra-
el, he went back to the pas-
ture to resume his duties as 
a shepherd. But it was in the 
pasture that the Lord grew 
David and prepared him to 
be the king. Jesus teaches 
us in these agricultural ex-
amples that it is through our 
daily obedience and faith-
fulness to just do whatever 
God is asking us to do that 
day, that we grow the most. 
Don’t sacrifice the pasture 
for desire of the palace!
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NOTICENOTICE

34. *Placement
36. *First A in NCAA
38. Motivate
40. Biology class acronym
41. Benevolent
44. Leavening agent
46. Another word for golf 
club
48. Rice wine
49. Lacking sense
50. NYSE MKT, formerly
51. Frost design on a 
window
52. Porto____, Italy
53. Like acne-prone skin
54. Bear constellation
55. Fish eggs, pl.
56. Before, archaic

                                                                                                 ANSWERS - on page 9

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

ometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

HH

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs
616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW(7469)(7469)

*PLANNED MOVIE 
TITLES MAY BE 

CHANGED BY THE 
DISTRIBUTOR

ON STAGEON STAGE
MARCHMARCH  
4 • 5 • 64 • 5 • 6

$$10 10 
Tickets:Tickets:

Showcasing Local TalentShowcasing Local Talent

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE
www.kenttheatre.com

MARCH 11-13
COMING COMING 

SOON:SOON:

Festival of One-Act PlaysFestival of One-Act Plays
Presented by the Cedar Springs Community PlayersPresented by the Cedar Springs Community Players

• Why Does the Wolf Cry
• Back There
• Xiernon from Glixtar
• Always
• Beware the Ides of Mars
• Hamlet & Eggs

in in 
advanceadvance

at the Cedar Springs at the Cedar Springs 
Community LibraryCommunity Library
$$12 12 at the at the 

doordoor
$$66 for kidsfor kids

under 18 years oldunder 18 years old
Show times: March 4 and 5 at 7:30 PM, 

Sunday, March 6 at 3 PM

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Mar. 3,10,17: Meals are served every Thursday fom 
5:30 to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner 
of Oak and Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy 
this free meal that is being shared with us! #tfn

Festival of One-Act Plays
Mar. 4-6: The Cedar Springs Community Players have 
lined up 6 original one-act plays by local authors to be 
performed at the Kent Theatre. Each show has a comedic 
element that everyone will enjoy. In Why Does the Wolf 
Cry written by 11 year old Olivia Wilbur, a student tries 
to avoid things she doesn’t like at school. Back There 
by Maripat Allen explores the question, “What happens 
when you argue with yourself?” Xiernon from Glixtar 
also by Allen reveals a close encounter with a friendly 
alien. Always by Dana Hall is about a couple still in love 
in their twilight years. Beware the Ides of Mars by Erin 
Osgood questions what could go wrong exploring Mars? 
Hamlet & Eggs by Scott Phillips puts an Appalachian 
twist on Shakespeare. Show Dates: March 4 and 5 at 
7:30 p.m., March 6 at 3 p.m.  Tickets: $10 in advance 
at the Cedar Springs Community Library or $12 at the 
door.  $6 for kids under 18 years old. #9

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Mar. 8,15,22: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from 
Northern Kent County and the surrounding area to a 
Tuesday Evening Meal. No charge – no registration 
required!  Served from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John 
Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For 
more information, call the Church office at 616-696-
3904. #51-20

Seniors Back on Track
Mar. 10: All seniors and friends of seniors are invited 
to come to the Cedar Springs Library Community 
Room on Thursday March 10th from 10 am to 12 noon. 
Let’s celebrate and get back together! We are also 
seeking people willing to participate and help develop 
a governing body. #9

Hometown
HappeningsHappenings
are online at 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
hometown-happenings/

Everyone needs friends
A woman tried getting on a bus, but realized her skirt 

was too tight to allow her leg to come up to the height of 
the first step of the bus. Slightly embarrassed, and with 
a quick smile at the driver, she reached behind her to 
unzip her skirt a little, thinking that this would give her 
enough slack to raise her leg. She tried to take the step 
but discovered she couldn’t.

She smiled at the driver and again reached behind to 
unzip herself a little more but was still unable to take 
the step.

She became quite frustrated and embarrassed, and 
once more attempted to unzip her skirt a little more to 
allow more legroom to get on the first step of the bus.

Suddenly, a large Texan, who was standing behind her, 
picked her up easily by the waist and placed her gently 
on the step of the bus.

The woman was outraged, and turned on the would-be 
good Samaritan and yelled, “How dare you touch me! I 
don’t even know who you are!”

The Texan smiled and drawled, “Well, Ma’am, nor-
mally I would agree with you, but after you unzipped my 
fly three times, I kinda figured we were friends.”

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: MARCH MADNESS
ACROSS
1. In ill humor
5. Like a ship?
8. Repeating word on South Pacific map
12. Man-eating fairy tail giant
13. Newspaper piece
14. Pertaining to the ear
15. Family group
16. Not the life of the party
17. Andean animal
18. *Like Sunday, the day of announcements
20. Bodily disorders
21. 19th century Robber baron Jay ____
22. Architect’s software, acr.
23. Articulates
26. Soak up
29. Cuban dance step
30. Auditory canal, e.g.
33. Needlefish, pl.
35. “Star Wars” creator
37. Swindle
38. March edition, e.g.
39. Rest or settle
40. Johnny Cash’s “Get ____”
42. *It never ends this way
43. Another word for acetylene
45. High or hilly land
47. Grazing spot
48. Copying machine
50. ____ code
52. *Those remaining in last weekend (Two 
words)
56. Gives off
57. Afghanistan’s western neighbor
58. Beginner
59. Send in payment
60. Halfway around links
61. Besides
62. Biz bigwig
63. *D-___ schools only
64. Swedish shag rugs

DOWN
1. ____ Brown and “What’s Up, ____?”
2. Gawk at
3. River in Orenburg, Russia
4. Weasel out

5. Go bad
6. Massacre of the Innocents king
7. “I Dream of Jeannie” star
8. *Last year’s runner-up from Washington
9. Like word of mouth
10. Those born under Aries
11. Chicken ____ ____ king
13. Between 90 and 180 degrees
14. Spy’s cover
19. Crocus bulbs, e.g.
22. *Network
23. *School with most titles

24. Car rack manufacturer
25. Like an implied agreement
26. Your mom’s sister
27. Haile Selassie’s disciple
28. Boston hockey player
31. Heart pain
32. Ken or Barbie, e.g.                          ANSWERS - on page 9



2, their highest round 2 score 
of the season; and earned 
306.1 in round 3, for a total 
of 753.58.

DeWitt took first place, 
with a score of 765.87. Cedar 
Springs trailed DeWitt the 
whole competition, landing 

them in second place. Reeths 
Puffer came in third, with a 
score of 750.64; and Forest 

The Cedar Springs boys bowling team are regional champs. From L to R: Alex Steil, Zach Vedders, Cody Marshall, Cole Harms, 
Isaiah Waite, Braedyn Brewer, Coach Russell, Andrew Fliearman. 
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SPORTSSPORTS

Christopher Conflitti
Four Seasons Insurance 
and Financial Agency
Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Ask the Health Insurance Expert 

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown 
Cedar Springs. He has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and 
Health insurance and has helped hundreds of people get coverage. 

Medicare open enrollment was October 15th thru December 
7th. Enrollment is now closed, but there is STILL an opportunity 
to make a change for 2022. If you have Medicaid and Medicare 
you should contact me. There are significant benefits available 
to you. Also if you have Priority Health for Medicare, contact 
me.  I can help you get the most out of your benefits.  

Boys bowling team wins regionals, headed to state
Chloe Fisk also headed to state

Cheer headed to state finalsWMP wrestlers 
showing improvement

It was an exciting weekend at the regionals for the Cedar 
Springs Red Hawk bowlers. Team competition was Friday, 
Feb 25, and individuals on Saturday, Feb 26, at Westgate 
Bowl in Comstock Park.  

The guys team had a great day on Friday. They stayed 
strong and focused, and bowled their way to first place, out 
of 17 teams, to become the Division 2 Region 8 champs! 
They came in first with 3,931 pins; Northview was in sec-
ond place, with 3,897 pins, and Sparta was third, with 3,675 
pins.

The girls team was up against some great teams. In the 
team competition the girls gave it their best effort but were 
not able to place. They finished in 6th place, with 2,883 pins. 

Chloe Fisk (center) qualified for the state finals. The Cedar Springs boys team were also winners of the OK Gold conference.

Sparta (3,295 pins), White-
hall (3,077), and Greenville 
(2,993) took the top three 
positions.

In the individual competi-
tion, Chloe Fisk had a great 
day and finished 7th, with 
1,024 pins, which qualified 
her for the state finals. 

The Division 2 state fi-
nals will be held this com-
ing weekend at the Super 
Bowl in Canton, Michigan. 
The guys team will compete 
Friday, March 4, and Chloe 
will compete Saturday 
March 5. 

Way to go Red Hawk 
Bowlers!

The Cedar Springs Red Hawks Varsity Competitive Cheer team is headed to their fourth consecutive state final appearance this 
weekend after taking second place at regionals last Saturday.

Cedar Springs Varsity 
Cheer is off to State Finals 
for their fourth consecutive 
season. Cedar Springs Varsity 
was the Regional Runner up 
Saturday, February 26, to De-
Witt. New head Coach Katy 
Hradsky couldn’t be more 
proud of her team. “This 
season started off more than 
rocky, but when they needed 
too, these girls have stepped 
up into their power.” 

The team ended their first 
round with a score of 227.1; 
they scored 220.38 in round 

Pictured is Champion Jordan (JJ) Carringer.

West Michigan Pursuit travelled to Orchardview for the 
West Region and to the Wings Center in Kalamazoo for 
Team State this past weekend.  

WMP entered eight grapplers to compete at Orchardview 
and all eight finished in the placement rounds. Out of 29 
matches, WMP claimed 18 victories. 122 lb Caleb Austin, 
13/15 age group and 69 lb Jaxson Babcock, 9/10 age group 
both finished 4th. Heavy Weight, Mason Carringer, 9/10 age 
group finished 3rd. 37 lb Camdon Farrell, 5/6 age group; 78 
lb Jackson Farrell, 9/10 age group and 90 lb Jaesek Hom-
rich, 9/10 age group all finished as Runner Up. Champions 
of the day are 78 lb JJ Carringer, 9/10 Novice age group and 
80 lb Peyton Farrell, 13/15 age group. This is JJ’s first year 
wrestling and his very first championship.

We also had four grapplers compete on the K-8th grade 
team for Cedar Springs. 54 lb Jonah Slager claimed three 
victories for the day, he earned 11 points for the team. 102 
lb Luke Egan claimed 5 victories for the day, he earned 25 
points for the team. 110 lb Ayden McClurken claimed 5 vic-
tories for the day, he earned 27 points for the team. 129 lb 
Tyler Parmeter went undefeated, going 6-0 for the day, he 
earned 31 points for the team. Cedar Springs finished 2nd in 
their Pool and 12th out of 31 teams. 

“We have a lot of inexperienced wrestlers but it has been 
exciting to see the improvement shown in a small amount 
of time,” said Head Coach Dave Andrus.
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Lydia – 1-year-old female – Large Mixed Breed
Meet Lydia! Lydia 
may be a big girl 
at nearly 100lbs, 
but don’t let her 
size scare you! 
She’s had a rough 
start to life, so 
she’s actually the 
big scaredy-cat 
and prefers to 
take things slow 
when meeting 

new people. She has gotten along with chill senior 
dogs in the past, but she’d definitely prefer to be your 
only baby--furry or otherwise! Being in the shelter is a 
really stressful environment for Lydia, so she’d love to 
get out of her kennel and find a quiet home to call her 
own. She’s hoping with a loving owner who will let her 
settle in at her own pace, help her feel safe, and build 
up her confidence! Lydia is available for adoption at 
Humane Society of West Michigan. 

Finn - 1-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Finn! This sweet boy 
can be shy at first, but he 
warms up once you take 
the time to get to know 
him. He loves other cats 
and has been doing great 
with his foster family! They 
say, “He LOVES pets and 
back scratches (as long as 
it’s on his terms). At night 
he’s sleeping on the bed 
and plays non-stop. I’ve been letting him and our kitten 
spend some time together throughout the day and he 
seems really open to her and is getting more curious.” 
Finn would love to have a kitty friend to help him feel 
safe and would do best in a home with older respectful 
children. We know this cute cat is going to make 
someone very happy! Finn is available for adoption at 
Humane Society of West Michigan. 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

FORFOR  SALESALE Humane Society of West Michigan’s

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK55+

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PP      STST
TheThe

• Someone who can sell ads for the newspaper. 
• You sell and we’ll pay a good commission rate. 
• Flexible hours. Can work from home. 

For more info, email sales@
cedarspringspost.com or call 
(616) 696-3655. Ask for Lois.

THE POST IS LOOKING FOR...

Help support
Your LOCAL 
Newspaper!

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREEFREE!!  CallCall
  696-3655

APARTMENTAPARTMENT
FORFOR  RENTRENT

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

FOR SALE: Brand new 
memory foam mattress, 
Full size, 6” firm (couldn’t fit 
it back in the box to return). 
Call 616-309-3950. #tfn

Complete Cleanup and 
Removal Service. From 
trees to trash we remove it 
all! One time pickups avail-
able. Call 616-318-4303. 
#9-13p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Free to good homes. Rabbits 
for pets, various breeds. Long 
haired white with red eyes, 
white Lionhead/Netherland 
dwarf, mixed breed male with 
different colored eyes and 
Angora. Call 616-696-9225 for 
more information. #7

Photo by: Sara Cozolino Photography

small ads 
make ¢ents

Call for details

696-3655
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Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”
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PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

NOTICE OF
BUDGET HEARING

The Village of Sand Lake Board will hold a pub-
lic hearing on the proposed township budgets for 
the fiscal year 2022-2023 at the Village Hall at 
2 Maple St., Sand Lake MI, 49343 on Monday 
March 21, 2022. A copy of the budgets will be 
available for public inspection prior to the hearing 
in the Village office. 

The property tax millage
rate proposed to be
levied to support the

proposed budget will be
subject of the hearing.

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 of 
1976 as amended (Opening Meeting Act), MCLA 
41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA).

Dated: March 3, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT
Budget Workshop for 
2022-2023 Fiscal Year.

The Village of Sand Lake is holding a Budget 
Workshop for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year. The 
dates are, March 9, 10, 11. These workshops will 
take place at 6:00pm. The location is at the Vil-
lage municipal building 2 East Maple St.

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA
41.72a (2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
ADA). Section H of the Open Meeting Act.

Dated: March 3, 2022

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF REVIEW
The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2022 Assessment 
Roll.  The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

Monday, March 14, 2022 9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township Hall at 616-866-0622.  
Appeals may also be made by letter addressed to 
the Board of Review, 7450 14 Mile Rd., Rockford, 
MI  49341 if received by adjournment on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2022.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Jane Kolbe, 
Assessor, Courtland Township

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
NELSON TOWNSHIP 

 March Board of Review 2022 
The Nelson Township March Board of Review for 
2022 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake MI 49343 on the 
following dates:

BOR Organizational Meeting  3/8 at 9:00 am 
(No Appeals Heard)

March 14th, 2022       9am - 3pm
March 15th, 2022       3pm - 9pm

 
VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY 
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN 
PETITION.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CALL 616-881-4536.  APPEALS MADE BY 
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY, March 4th , 2022.

VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF 
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Amanda Brown
Nelson Township Assessor 

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF RECEIPT 

OF CERTIFICATION OF 
ELIGIBILITY TO BECOME A 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP
Official certification has been received from the 

Michigan Secretary of State that Nelson Township 
has a population of 2,000 or more according to the 
most recent United States census and is therefore 
eligible to incorporate as a charter township.

One of the mechanisms by which an eligible 
township may convert to a charter township is 
by adopting a resolution of intent to incorporate, 
which is subject to a 60-day referendum period 
upon petition of 10% of the number of votes cast 
for the office of supervisor at the last election.  In 
the case of townships which do adopt a resolution 
of intent to incorporate as a charter township, the 
citizens have a right to file a referendum petition 
as described above.  The form of the petition 
is described in the Michigan Election Law.  If a 
sufficient petition is filed in such a situation, then 
the question of incorporation would be placed on 
the ballot at the next Township election.

Nelson Township is required by State statute 
to publish this notice.  However, the Township has 
not adopted a resolution of intent to incorporate 
as a charter township.

Dated:  March 3, 2022 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

CROSSWORD answers from page 6

SUDOKU answers from page 6

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROSPROS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake

P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

small ads 
make ¢ents

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

CheerCheer
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6
Hills took fourth, with a score of 744.56.

All four teams advance to State Finals this Saturday at the 
Delta Plex. Tickets can be bought from the Delta Plex box of-
fice. 

Seniors Abbey Salisbury and Kira VanderKooi are the first of 

any CSHS cheerleader to compete at all four finals. “It’s been 
a rollercoaster but I wouldn’t trade it for anything else,” said 
Abbey. “I’m grateful to be a part of this program.” 

Kira feels the same way. “It has been an amazing experience 
to be a part of our growing program. Through all the hardships, 
it has been the most rewarding experience.”  

Kira added for future CSHS Cheerleaders, “There will al-
ways be teams and single cheerleaders that will out skill you, 
but you can’t beat grit and determination.” 

Dated: March 3, 2022

Dated: March 3, 2022
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MurderMurder

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

Ranger Steve

NATURE NICHENATURE NICHE
is online at

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/
ranger-steves-nature-niche/

New name for a familiar pest: Gypsy 
moth is now spongy moth

Though it’s now called 
“spongy moth,” the spot-
ted, yellow-faced, inva-
sive caterpillar is a famil-
iar sight in many areas of 
Michigan. Photo courtesy of 
Harutu Ovidiu, University of 
Oradea, Bugwood.org.

The new common name for Lymantria dispar, “spongy moth,” derives from the French name, 
“spongieuse,” likening it to the color and rough texture of a natural sponge. Photo courtesy of Karla 
Salp, Washington State Department of Agriculture, Bugwood.org./

The Entomological Society of America today announced 
a new common name for the Lymantria dispar moth. The 
invasive moth most familiar in its voracious, leaf-eating 
caterpillar stage will now be known as “spongy moth.”

Formerly referred to as gypsy moth, the hairy, yel-
low-faced caterpillar with pairs of red and blue spots down 
its back was big news in 2021 when a population explosion 
in Michigan caused leaf loss in oaks and other trees in in-
fested areas.

Spongy moth is now the approved common name in 
the ESA Common Names of Insects and Related Organ-
isms List. The old name was removed from this list in July 
2021 because it contained a derogatory term for Romani 
people. The move is part of the society’s Better Common 
Names Project.

“When an invasive species carries the name of a nation 
or culture, it’s easy to unintentionally associate that culture 
with the pest’s harmful effects,” said Joanne Foreman, in-
vasive species communications coordinator with the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resources. “We anticipate addi-
tional common name changes for other invasive species to 
reduce these negative connotations.”

The name spongy moth—derived from the common 
name used in France and French-speaking Canada, “spong-
ieuse”—refers to the moth’s egg mass, which has the color 
and texture of a sea sponge.
Well known in Michigan

Though present in Michigan since the 1950s, widespread 
spongy moth outbreaks first occurred in the mid-1980s. 
When populations reach a nuisance level, caterpillars cover 
tree trunks, decks and just about everything outdoors, and 
round waste pellets rain down from the trees throughout the 
day and night.

Suppression programs in the 1990s and early 2000s in-
troduced predators, parasitoids and a fungal disease caused 
by Entomophaga maimaiga to aid the naturally occurring 
nucleopolyhedrosis virus in controlling outbreaks.

These control measures remain in the environment, con-
tinuing to keep spongy moth populations largely in check 
and naturalizing infestations into Michigan’s forests. Today, 
spongy moth outbreaks are cyclical, peaking every seven 
to 10 years. In these years, the virus and the fungal disease 
spread more easily through dense populations, eventually 
causing a crash.
What’s in a (common) name?

Each known species has a unique scientific name, allow-
ing people across the world to communicate clearly about 
the species even if they speak different languages. Species 
usually also have common names, but these are often lo-
cal or regional and can vary from place to place. Common 

names often arise from 
the way a species looks, 
or its behavior or origin.

The ESA recently 
launched the Better Com-
mon Names Project to ad-
dress names that include 
derogative terms or inap-
propriate geographic ref-
erences or are otherwise 

unwelcoming to people of various ethnicities and races.
More information

Though it’s not clear whether spongy moth populations 
will boom or bust in your area in 2022, expect to see its 
new name alongside its scientific name, Lymantria dispar, 
in future publications and informational materials.

An upcoming NotMISpecies webinar, “New Name, Fa-
miliar Pest” (9 a.m. Thursday, April 14), focuses on the 
unusual history of spongy moth in the United States and 
here in Michigan, and what you can do to reduce some of 
the unpleasant impacts of an outbreak. An expert panel 
including Dr. Deborah McCullough from Michigan State 
University, Dr. Steven Katovich of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Forest Service, Susie Iott of the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development and 
the DNR’s James Wieferich will share tips to help stressed 
trees recover from leaf loss and options to help reduce the 
nuisance effects around the home.

Find more about spongy moth, including homeowner 
resources, at Michigan.gov/Invasives. Learn more about 
the name change from the Entomological Society of America.

Michigan’s Invasive Species Program is cooperatively 
implemented by the Michigan departments of Agriculture 
and Rural Development; Environment, Great Lakes and 
Energy; and Natural Resources.

Red-winged 
Blackbird Arrival

Each year as spring approaches, friends and I try to pre-
dict the arrival date of Red-winged Blackbirds to see who 
comes the closest. Our arrival location is limited because 
the arrival date varies among small areas. They arrive in 
the Grand Rapids area earlier than locally. Even areas like 
Rockford and Cedar Springs have different arrival dates. 

Variables include habitat, weather, wind direction, indi-
vidual wintering areas, movements of other birds, genet-
ic programming, age, and food availability. Even the sex 
is important. Male Red-winged Blackbirds arrive almost 
two weeks before females. The first males to arrive claim 
nesting territories they defend from others of their species. 
First arrivals tend to be more successful than later arrivals 
at keeping a territory. 

That can become hazardous for first arrival survival. If 
a male does not travel as far south, it gets a head start for 
getting back sooner than others. The unknown challenge 
is weather in wintering grounds or in seasonal nesting ter-
ritory. A hard winter can cause death at wintering sites or 
severe weather at nesting locations can result in death to 
early arrivals. The risk/benefit is that early arrivals can se-
lect the best habitat for food, water, shelter, nesting plants, 
and where food will be most abundant. 

On 24 Feb 2022 redwings were seen in the Grand Rapids 
area. That did not affect our local arrival location dates. I 
predicted a week later with the date being this week’s paper 
publication (3 March). My specified area is in north Kent 
County and includes the Cedar Spring marsh along 17 Mile 
Road near the high school, US 131- and 17-Mile Road, 
wetlands along the drive to Howard Christensen Nature 
Center (HCNC), Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, and most 
importantly the Spring Creek marsh by Spring Lake along 
20 Mile Road just east of HCNC.

I am traveling less since retiring. I do not go to HCNC 
daily. This limits my sightings of early arrivals. I keep look-
ing at home hoping for the arrival on my predicted date. 
Perhaps you have seen them before 3 March this year if 
your viewing area is within the specified search area. They 
arrive near the Rockford Dam earlier than here even though 
there is little mileage difference. 

Each migratory species has its own unique arrival sched-
ule and dates for actual nest building and egg laying. North-
ern Cardinals remain in the area all winter and are among 
the earliest songbird nesters along with American Robins. 
Some robins remain in the region all winter and others 
move farther south. It is a good survival strategy for the 
species to have two different wintering locations. Another 
migratory species that nest about the same time is the Chip-
ping Sparrow.  

One of my friends predicted a local arrival of 25 Feb. He 
will look intently. I will have submitted this article for pub-
lication already so I will not know if his date will be closer 
than mine. He has a good chance of having selected an ar-
rival date more accurately than mine because the redwings 
arrived about 15 miles to the south a day earlier. 

My date might be good because I do not leave home 
often. The wonderful snow that arrived during the early 
morning hours on 25 Feb could slow advances northward, 
but the day became a beautiful sunny day that could encour-
age movement. A southerly wind did not occur where such 
a wind would be welcomed by migrators.

Each year has different weather conditions that influence 
arrival dates. Stay alert to what is happening in your local 
area and enjoy wild neighbors to the fullest. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Advertise in 
Support YOUR LOCAL Newspaper

Call TODAY!
 616.696.3655PP      STSTTheThe
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TAX TIMETAX TIME

Percent of Drivers who Engaged in Various Risky Behaviors in the 30 Days 
Before the Survey (October-November 2020)

Behaviors in 30 Days Before Survey People who Increased Driving 
During Pandemic

People who Did Not Increase 
Their Driving

Speeding 10+ mph over Speed Limit on a 
Residential Street 51% 35%

Reading a Text 50% 33%
Red-Light Running on Purpose 45% 25%
Changing Lanes Aggressively 43% 20%
Not Wearing a Seatbelt 21% 12%
Alcohol-Impaired Driving 13% 6%
Driving After Cannabis Use 13% 4%

As of March 1, 2022, 21 people died on Michigan roadways since last week making a total of 146 this year. In addition, 59 more 
were seriously injured for a statewide total of 547 to date.
Compared to last year at this time there are 31 more fatalities and 1 fewer serious injuries.
Numbers are provided by the Michigan State Police

The COVID-19 pandemic and its associated restrictions have sig-
nificantly affected travel behavior and traffic safety in the United 
States. According to the Foundation’s newest American Driving 
Survey, during the early months of the pandemic, the average dai-
ly number of driving trips made by U.S. adults decreased by an 
estimated 42 percent in April 2020, rebounded slightly, and then 
leveled off in the second half of 2020 at 2.2 daily trips, roughly 
20% below the 2.7 daily trips in the second half of 2019.

And yet, when the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Nation-
al Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) released its 
2020 traffic fatality data, it found an estimated 38,680 people died 
in vehicle crashes—the largest number of fatalities since 2007. 
This represents an increase of about 7.2 percent compared to the 
36,096 deaths reported in 2019. And the surge in fatalities contin-
ues, with NHTSA’s new data for traffic fatalities for the first nine 
months of 2021, finding that an estimated 31,720 people died in 
crashes from January through September 2021, an increase of ap-
proximately 12 percent compared to the first nine months of 2020.

The increase in traffic fatalities is not a worldwide occurrence. 
Road deaths have been reported to be lower in almost all other 
high-income countries since 2019.

“Despite safer roads, safer vehicles and stronger traffic safety 
laws on the books, the U.S. has witnessed more, not less death 
on our roadways even at a time when other nations saw dramatic 
drops,” said Jake Nelson, AAA’s director of traffic safety advoca-
cy and research. “What is absolutely clear to AAA is that it will 
take new action to get us closer to zero traffic deaths.”

AAA is a strong supporter of adopting The Safe System Ap-
proach (SSA) to roadway safety. The SSA uses current effective 

countermeasures to create multiple layers of protection for trans-
portation network users, rather than responding reactively only 
after there is evidence of a specific safety problem. For example, 
the U.S. needs to use better methods to determine posted speed 
limits rather than more common and outdated approaches. Other 
countries have leveraged SSA to curb traffic deaths 47 percent 
(Australia) and 80 percent (Spain).

For drivers, AAA recommends these safety tips to keep in mind:
Obey speed limits. Drivers tend to overestimate the time saved 

by speeding. You’d have to travel 100 miles to save roughly 5 min-
utes, moving at 80 mph instead of 75 mph. Speed kills and isn’t 
worth the cost. And recent AAA Foundation research shows that 
small speed increases were enough to raise a driver’s risk of severe 
injury or death.

Only drive sober. If you consume marijuana, alcohol, or use 
potentially impairing prescription medications, then don’t drive. 
And if you’re going to drive, don’t consume these substances.

Out of sight, out of mind. Stow your smartphone away, turn 
it to airplane mode, or activate call/text blocking features like Ap-
ple’s Do Not Disturb.

Buckle Up. Properly wearing a seat belt is the single most ef-
fective thing you can do to protect yourself in a crash. Wearing a 
seat belt reduces the risk of serious injury or death in a crash by 
up to 50 percent.

Stay Cool. AAA encourages drivers to maintain a cool head 
and focus on reaching their destination safely. If you encounter a 
dangerous driver, maintain space around your vehicle and contact 
9-1-1 if needed.

about their problems, we ran another article in April 2005, an-
nouncing that the senior center had found some new tenants. Sue 
Norton and Kim Gillow, who were interested in doing a fundraiser 
for them at the time, took a tour of the building and decided it 
would be a great place to host their massage therapy businesses. 
Other groups began to rent out space there as well, such as Weight 
Watchers. The building has always had a variety of tenants despite 
being in a residential area.

Fast forward 10 years. President Ruth McMullen went to Met-
ron, and Jean Lumsden wanted to go to Tennessee to live with 
family. And the senior center needed someone to take over as 
President of the board. Sue Norton agreed to do it. After all, she 
liked helping the seniors. So in May, 2015, Lumsden announced 
that Sue Norton and Kim Gillow would be taking over the senior 
center, and Sue would be in charge and would collect the rent from 
the tenants.

Both Sue and Kim told the Post that the center never “made” 
money; that often they would use their own money to do lunch 
or take the seniors on outings. “We might have them pay the first 
couple of dollars on a ticket for something, but we would drive 
them and not get paid,” explained Norton. “Everything I did, I did 
for free.” She noted that she tried to get the seniors to help her do 
things, such as decorate, but they wouldn’t. She said she tried to 
get them on the board, to give them a key, so they could come on 
in if she was with a client. “They didn’t want the responsibility,” 
she explained. “They just wanted to come in and do bingo and 
have their lunch.”

The building eventually began to have problems—and there 
wasn’t enough money coming in to fix them. Gillow said she used 
$5,000 of her own money to fix the plumbing. “At first I didn’t 
want them to know it was me, so we told them we got a donation,” 
explained Gillow. “Then they started complaining and saying we 
took their donation.”

They said they also had problems with the boiler and a leaky 
roof. And then they found out that their non-profit status had been 
revoked in 2011 before Norton took over, and the City of Cedar 
Springs would likely be asking for back taxes.

Norton and Gillow still thought the building would revert to the 
city if the seniors left. But City Manager Mike Womack said he 
told them that was not the case. Norton said he also warned them 
the building was in a residential area, and that no new business 
tenants could move in.

In the meantime, the seniors told Norton they thought they 
should raise the rent for the tenants. Norton said she told them that 
if they raised the rent to $400, the tenants would move out, and 
that new ones would not be allowed to move in. “But they still 

voted to do it,” she said. And the tenants—a hair stylist, counselor, 
and a church—all moved out. “When I told the tenants, they all 
left,” explained Norton.

Norton said that they knew they were going to have to come up 
with money to fix the boiler and other things, and thought about 
having a fundraiser. But then they contacted realtor Brynadette 
Powell, whom they were acquainted with through Lions Club, 
about selling the building.

Gillow said that Powell came to them and told them she had a 
$25,000 cash offer from someone to purchase the building. “She 
said we might be able to get $40,000-50,000 for the building, but 
we’d have to fix the boiler or it wouldn’t pass inspection,” recalled 
Gillow. “I asked if she could guarantee $40,000 to $50,000? She 
said no, so we told her to take it.”

So at the end of October, the building sold for $25,000 to 54 N. 
Park LLC, aka Bob Young. The building was then listed, a few 
days later by Powell, for $249,000.

It sold for $209,000 to Calvary Assembly of God. 
Powell gave us this statement:
“In the fall of 2021 I was approached by members of the North 

Kent Senior Citizens Association about selling their building. 
They had threats from the City that they would need to pay taxes, 
including past taxes for using parts of the property as commer-
cial rental space. They told me they were struggling with costs of 
keeping heat and lights on as winter was approaching. The boil-
er was broken. The building had mold, ants and was in disrepair. 
They advised that they just wanted out.

I received an offer for $25,000 which I was obligated to present. 
I felt it was low and I told the representative that. However, it had 
the benefit of being an as-is cash sale. The representative immedi-
ately told me to “take it.” I insisted that the representative take it to 
the Senior Center Board. I suggested that they might want to list it 
and look for a higher offer. The next day I was advised to accept 
the offer because the Board really did want to avoid liability for 
continued ownership.

I am required to present every offer I receive and to act on a cli-
ent’s decision to accept an offer. Because the seniors cannot keep 
any of the money, they had limited incentive to maximize the sale 
price and they removed substantial exposure for back taxes, rou-
tine costs, and necessary improvements.

That 1st buyer took substantial risks regarding the condition of 
the building and that given limited permissible uses it might take 
years to resell, and that it might cost many tens of thousands of 

dollars to maintain until it would resell. Despite the problems with 
the building’s limited permissible uses and the condition of the 
building the 1st buyer did find just the right 2nd buyer. That buyer 
is a church which has offered use to the seniors. The seniors ap-
pear to be in an improved situation.

I feel bad that some of the members of the Senior Center have 
seller’s remorse, but I did what I was supposed to do as a real 
estate representative by advising the Board’s representatives of 
the offer, letting them know it was low but unconditional, and by 
accepting their decision.”

The Post asked Powell if she if Young had made any repairs and 
if he had fixed the boiler. She said he had.

We also contacted Shawn Kiphart, the realtor for Calvary As-
sembly of God, who said the building was in good shape. He 
also said they had no idea that it had just sold for $25,000. He 
explained that looking at the MLS is one of the first things he 
does. “Since it never hit the MLS, it wasn’t listed,” he explained.

He said when the title came in and it said 54 N. Park LLC, 
he didn’t realize it was not connected to the seniors. “I actually 
showed the building to another couple first,” he explained. “Cal-
vary had been looking for a home for a couple of years, and after 
seeing the building, I thought it might be perfect for them.”

He said he thought it could go anywhere from $210,000 to 
$275,000, so was surprised when they accepted $209,000. “I 
thought they’d counter,” he said.

Pastor Craig Owens confirmed they’ve mostly only had to do 
a little painting in the building.  But he is offering the seniors a 
place to meet.  “I don’t blame them for being upset,” said Owens. 
“Although we weren’t a part of creating the problem, we are com-
mitted to being part of the solution.”

The seniors are looking at the offers being made to them, and 
hope to soon pick out a new place to meet. But they are still on a 
crusade to get the Attorney General to look at the situation. 

The City has done its own investigation, which they’ve handed 
over to the Kent County Sheriff’s Office, and are hoping that the 
Kent County Prosecutor’s Office and the Attorney General will 
also get involved.

Meanwhile, Gillow is trying to get the North Kent Seniors As-
sociation dissolved, and is working with the Attorney General’s 
office to that end. She just needs a receipt from the city showing 
that money came out of the escrow to pay the back taxes. But at 
press time, she had not yet received the receipt. Once she gets it, 
they can disburse any money left over to non-profits in the area.

SeniorsSeniors
...continued from front page...continued from front page

roofer and some of the other services available in this area 
in The Post. When a business promotes locally with the local 
news, they are providing you that service as well.

There used to be healthy and widespread local media cov-
erage all across the country when we had local newspapers in 
many towns. Most were a part of the AP (Associated Press). 
Everyone was a member and all news sources were connected 
thereby sharing news on local levels which sometimes turned 
national because of the AP.

Cedar Springs became the Red Flannel Town many, many 
years ago (in 1936), when the two women running the local 
newspaper (The Clipper) read an article in the New York 
Times during one of the coldest winters on record and no one 
could find the coveted, fuzzy warm red undergarments. Nina 
Babcock and Grace Hamilton, now both resting at Elmwood 
Cemetery, were the publishing team that reached out to the 
nation to tell them, “We have red flannels in Cedar Springs!” 
And the rest became history.

So local news can have a huge impact. And like the police, 
you miss them most when you need them to be there. How-
ever, it’s a business decision to support the local newspaper in 
the town you serve. We would love every local business to join 
in the community with area news by budgeting some adver-
tising money to connect with their customers who live here.

You can charge a subscription, but all publications need 
additional ad money as the subscription money usually pays 
for the delivery.  Also, web presses used for newspaper pages 
require a minimum run. It’s complicated.

Because of your support during these very uncertain times, I 
will continue to see The Post print without taking a paycheck, 
just as many local publishers are doing now. I’m old now, so 
I get Social Security. I can’t think of a better job for me and I 
don’t want to stay home. So keep up the support and we’ll try 
and keep our local newspaper in Cedar Springs.

You can either donate to the gofundme page at https://www.
gofundme.com/f/sh92h-save-your-local-newspaper; or donate 
by card over the phone by calling 616-696-3655; or send a 
check to The Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319; or stop in with check, card or cash to 36 E. Maple 
Street, Cedar Springs.
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More
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Call for a FREE Estimate
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OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
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Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 41 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

6481 SW Greenville rd. Greenville, MI
Call (616) 754-6101

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm • Closed Sunday

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress
NORTHTOWNNORTHTOWN
Larry’sLarry’s  

Supporting our Local Newspaper

14111 White Creek Ave | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
1619 Plainfield Ave | Grand Rapids, MI 49505
(888) 336.3490 | Intandemcu.com

Finance home improvements, renovations, 
repairs, or unexpected emergencies

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate, on approved credit, subject to change.
* The Annual Percentage Rates (APRs) listed are our best rates. Your rate may be higher 
depending on credit history and underwriting criteria. Homeowner’s Insurance is required, 
and other fees may apply. Consult a tax advisor regarding the tax deductibility of interest 
related to your Home Equity Loan. Rates and terms are accurate as of 8/10/2021 and 
subject to change. Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit have a maximum variable APR of 
18%. Payment Example: $20,000 @ 2.99% for 180 months = $138.04. Federally Insured by 
NCUA NMLS #372758

STAY PUT WITH 
A NEW LOOK
Rates As Low As 2.99% APR* 
for a 15-year term
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when he was two years old. 
They bought a farm west of 
Solon Center, near Cedar 
Springs, and Ernest lived his 
whole life on that farm. He 

would’ve been 27 years old 
when he sent that postcard. 
He was director on the So-
lon Center school board for 
several years, and justice of 
the peace for Solon Town-
ship. He married Faith Moe 
in 1941. They later sold the 
farm and moved to Rock-
ford. Ernest died in Febru-
ary of 1952 and was buried 
in Rockford Cemetery.

Gladys was born in August 
1889. She would’ve been 
18 in the photo. She was a 
graduate of Cedar Springs 
High School, Western State 
College and normal schools 
in Kalamazoo, according 
to her obituary. It also said 
she taught school for many 
years in East Grand Rapids. 
She never married. Glad-
ys died in January 1981 in 
Grand Rapids. She was bur-
ied in Elmwood Cemetery in 
Cedar Springs.

According to his World 
War I draft registration, Paul 
Snauble was born in 1892. 
He was just a couple months 
shy of 16 when the photo 
was taken. He, too, became 
a high school teacher. In 
1917-18 he was teaching at 
Harbor Springs in Emmett 
County. In 1920, he married 
Edna McCallum, and lived 
in Detroit, and later Kalam-
azoo. He died in 1961 in 
Hawaii, and was buried in 
Kalamazoo.

Both the 1900 and 1910 
census show there was also 
another sibling named Ida, 
who was between Ernest 
and Gladys. She was born 
in 1884, and died in 1934, 
and was buried in Elmwood 
Cemetery. It does not appear 
she ever married.

Rachel Antosh has asked 
the Post to donate the post-
card to the Cedar Springs 
Historical Museum on her 
behalf, which we will glad-
ly do. We will let you know 
when that happens! Many 
thanks to Rachel for passing 
the postcard our way, and to 
Sharon Jett for her help.
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