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Explore Downtown Cedar Springs

Police catch three after home invasion 

Man charged 
in shooting

An Algoma Township 
man is in critical condition 
after being shot by an ac-
quaintance Sunday morn-
ing.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
deputies were dispatched 
to the shooting at 6:28 
a.m. on February 28, in the 
4000 block of Mercury Dr. 

NE, in Algoma Estates, a 
manufactured home community off 13 Mile Rd. 

The victim, Anthony White, 31, of Rockford, was 
transported to an area hospital and remains in critical 
condition, as of Monday afternoon. 

The suspect, Jared Shane Scholten, 22, of Coopers-
ville, who is reportedly an acquaintance of the victim, 
was taken into custody a short time after the shooting 
and lodged in the Kent County Correctional Facility. 

On Monday, March 1, the Kent County Prosecu-
tor’s Office charged Scholten with Assault with In-
tent to Murder and Felony Firearm in the shooting of 
Anthony White. Scholten’s bond was set at $500,000 
cash/surety. He remains in custody, and shows he is 
now serving a sentence for assault and battery.

Body of missing 
man found

The Michigan State 
Police reported last 
week that Richard 
Wymer, the 70-year-old 
man from Remus, who 
went missing February 
7, was found deceased 
in the driver’s seat of 
his gray suburban, on 
Wednesday, February 
24. Troopers from the 
Houghton Lake Post 
were sent to South Jeffs 
Road near Cadillac 
Road in Butterfield Township, Missaukee County, 
after a call about a deceased male in his car. The 
cause and manner of death has not been released, 
and the case is still under investigation.

Jared Shane Scholten

If you’d like to keep up 
with what’s happening with 
the businesses in downtown 
Cedar Springs, you can now 
check out a new page on 
Facebook called “Explore 
Downtown Cedar Springs.”

According to admin Per-
ry Hopkins, owner of Kin 
of Hope Natural Health and 
Perry’s Place LLC for herbs, 
teas, and more…, the page is a 
new rendition of the previous 
page “Vintage Cedar Springs” 
(which was to promote our 
stores downtown that sold 
vintage goods). 

“Our downtown is grow-
ing, and we have more stores 
and other new businesses, so 
we updated the page to pro-
mote all the Downtown Ce-
dar Springs businesses,” ex-
plained Hopkins. “This page 
is similar to the Cedar Springs 

Community Summer Cele-
brations page I created a cou-
ple years ago for all the Cedar 
Springs businesses, commit-
tees, groups, etc. to promote 
their events in one place, with 
the exception this page is 
primarily for the Downtown 
businesses/organizations. 
We welcome all businesses, 
groups, and/or organizations 
in the downtown area to uti-
lize the page and make a sin-
gle location for people to see 
classes, events, specials, and 
updates.  Anyone hosting a 
Facebook event in the down-
town can make the page a co-
host.”

Hopkins said that some of 
your favorite local stores are 
collaborating on various Shop 
Hop events this year that will 
include refreshments, contests 
and prizes.

Upcoming Downtown Shop 
Hop events and dates:

Downtown Shop Hop dates
March 11 5pm to 7pm St. 

Patrick’s Day theme. The 
Kent Theatre will also be 
open during that time for con-
cessions and will be screening 
vintage short cartoons/mov-
ies.

April 1 5pm to 7pm April 
Fool’s Day theme 

May 6 5pm to 7 pm Moth-
er’s Day theme

June 17 5pm to 7 pm Fa-
ther’s Day theme 

September 9 5pm to 7pm 
Grandparents theme

October 7 5pm to 7 pm Har-
vest theme 

November 11 5pm to 7pm 
Veterans & Preholiday theme 

December Shop Hops 
will be Christmas-themed 
and geared to coincide with 

the Chamber’s Mingle Late 
events. Those dates are Dec. 
2, 9, 16, and 23.

More details coming soon 
on the Explore Downtown 
Cedar Springs Facebook 
page.

Also, a note from the Kent 
Theatre: 

The Historic Kent Theatre 
is currently closed for public 
exhibitions. With the current 
Kent County Health Depart-
ment restrictions, it is not in 
the Kent Theatre’s best inter-
est to reopen at this time. The 
Kent Theatre Board of Direc-
tors will evaluate reopening at 
our next meeting at the end of 
March. 

The Kent Theatre is current-
ly available for private events 
and movies. Please contact 
Len Allington at events@
kenttheatre.com for details.

Richard Wymer

ByJudy Reed

Police chased and caught 
three young adults after a 
home invasion in the City 
of Cedar Springs Tuesday 
evening.

According to Sgt. Todd 
Probst, with the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office-Cedar 
Springs Unit, deputies re-
sponded to reports of an 
active home invasion in the 
300 block of E. Muskeg-
on St NE Tuesday night. A 
neighbor reported hearing 
a window smash and then 
seeing flashlights inside the 
house. The caller reportedly 

observed 3 subjects leaving 
the residence with property, 
and then spoke to the sub-
jects and told them police 
were called. The suspects 
then took off running to-
wards the high school area.

Deputies arrived a short 
time later and took custody 
of one suspect, with the as-
sistance of another neighbor 
who pointed out which way 
the suspects fled. Deputies 
later located the other two 
suspects in a vehicle parked 
near Mission Point of Cedar 
Springs. This vehicle was 
the one all three suspects 
had arrived in.

The three suspects, all in 
their early 20s, were iden-
tified and released. Sgt. 
Probst said no custodi-
al arrest was made at the 
time due to a discrepancy 
on whether or not the indi-
viduals had permission or 
rights to be there, as one of 
the subjects was a previous 
resident at this address.

However, the report will 
be forwarded to the Prose-
cutor for review on charges. 

This incident is not be-
lieved to be related to other 
breaking and enterings that 
have recently taken place in 
the area.
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The Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development (MDARD) 
announced the recipients of the 2021 An-
imal Welfare Fund grants last week. This 
year, MDARD will distribute $137,144 to 
24 registered animal shelters throughout 
the state to support various animal welfare 
projects.

The Animal Welfare Fund is supported by 
Michigan residents during tax season when 
they check the fund’s box on Form 4642, 
Voluntary Contributions Schedule on their 
state tax returns.

Since 2010, MDARD has distributed 
more than $1.4 million to over 213 local 
animal shelters. One hundred percent of the 
contributions made to this fund go directly 
to these shelters to support efforts that in-
crease sterilization rates among dogs and 
cats prior to adoption, provide anti-cruelty 
training for animal law enforcement agen-
cies, offer proper animal care programs to 
the public, and assist shelters with the unre-
imbursed costs of care for animals involved 
in legal investigations.

“Thanks to the kindness of Michigan tax-
payers, MDARD can help to support the 
growing needs of shelters around the state,” 
said State Veterinarian Nora Wineland, 
DVM. “Over the last three years, we have 
seen an increase in not only the number 
of shelters applying for grants but also an 
increase in the amount of funds being re-
quested. This year in particular, applicants 
have asked for more funds to educate the 
public and train staff.”

For this year’s grant cycle, MDARD re-
ceived 59 applications, totaling more than 
$511,000 in requests. Projects funded this 
year include the following:

• Equipment for the safe and secure trans-
port of animals found in large-scale neglect 
and hoarding situations.

• Outreach and educational materials to 
gain support for community changes that 
help promote the importance of spay/neuter 
and proper pet care.

• Certified anti-cruelty training for animal 
control officers to aid in their investigations 
of cruelty and fighting incidents, as well as 
assist in the cooperation and coordination 
of local law enforcement, the prosecutor’s 
office, and community relations.

• Surgical packs for spay/neuter of shelter 
animals to reduce the backlog of surgeries 
and reduce the length of stay for shelter an-
imals, helping them make it to new homes 
sooner without the chance of more unwant-
ed puppies or kittens.

The following animal shelter organiza-
tions were awarded 2021 Animal Welfare 
Fund grants:
•  Alpena County Animal Control - $4,925
•  Al-Van Humane Society Inc. - $9,600
•  Bay County Animal Control Shelter - 

$5,600
•  BestPals Animal Rescue Center - $2,500
•  Cheboygan County Humane Society - 

$6,990
•  City of River Rouge Animal Shelter - 

$9,650
•  City of Romulus Animal Shelter - 

$4,376
•  Clare County Animal Shelter - $6,480
•  Country Cat Lady - $2,700
•  Friends of Companion Animals - $700
•  Genesee County Animal Control - 

$9,630
•  Greater Hillsdale Humane Society - 

$1,570
•  Humane Society of Midland County - 

$5,302
•  Humane Society of Monroe County - 

$4,125
•  Isabella County Animal Control - $7,550
•  Kent County Animal Shelter - $5,585
•  Lincoln Park Animal Shelter - $3,000
•  McCloud’s Lake Haven - $7,500
•  Newaygo County Animal Shelter - $891
•  Ontonagon County Animal Protection 

Inc. - $2,055
•  Otsego County Animal 
Shelter - $10,000
• Roscommon County Ani-
mal Shelter - $7,215
• Saginaw County Animal 
Care and Control - $9,200
• Taylor Animal Shelter - 
$10,000

The generosity of Michi-
gan taxpayers makes these 
grants possible, which helps 
shelters fill the needs present 
in their communities. Please 
continue to protect homeless 
animals and improve their 
care by checking the Animal 
Welfare Fund’s box on Form 
4642, Voluntary Contribu-
tions Schedule on your state 
tax returns.
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CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Beer is the third-most 
popular drink on Earth, 
after water and tea.

13861 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010
or Fax: 616-696-2715

OPEN Mon-Fri 7:30am - 6pm, 
Saturday 7:30am - 4pm

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly

Quantities are limited.  While supplies last.

www.whitecreeklumber.com

WHITE CREEK LUMBER
& HARDWARE

MARCH

18
6-Pc. Screwdriver Kit
Includes Phillips bits: #1 x 3", #2 x 4", #2 x 6"
and Slotted bits: 1/4" x 4", 3/16" x 6", 5/16" x 6".
1384130

$ 99

5
19-Oz.
Lectra
Motive
Cleaner
Easy way to
clean electrical
equipment.
Dissolves and
flushes away
grease.
6821946

$ 79

34
Single Handle Kitchen
Faucet
8" center, metal lever handle, durable metal
construction. 1.8 GPM at 60 PSI. Includes
detached white hose sprayer. Chrome finish.
1737824

$ 69

9
Mini Tubing Cutter
For cutting tubing in close quarters. Hardened
alloy steel cutter wheel. Cutting capacity 1/8"
to 1-1/8" O.D.
6964324

$ 99

68
5-Gal.
Solar-Flex®
White Roof
Coating
Specially
formulated to
resist mildew in
humid climates.
Rich, top-quality,
non-fibered
elastomeric.
7418445

$ 49

2
4-In. x 4-In. Wall Patch
Metal patch for permanent repair to walls and
ceilings. Provides thermal barrier. Self adhesive.
8063612

$ 29
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MDARD grants will 
help animal shelters, 
new pet adopters
Taxpayers: remember to check “Animal Welfare 
Fund” box on voluntary contributions tax form

Operation blessing by the 
Men and Ladies of Honor

The Cedar Springs Men and Ladies of 
Honor presented the Cedar Springs High 
School staff with bouquets of flowers for 
their Operation Blessing last Thursday as a 
way to say “Thank You” for all that they 
have done during Covid. It hasn’t been easy 
for them. Then the MLOH stopped by Met-
ron of Cedar Springs to bless the residents 
with more flowers.   

Men & Ladies of Honor teaches biblical 
moral character and courageous leadership 
to Middle School & High School young 
men and ladies in the public schools. Due 
to Covid, MLOH have not been able to 
meet in the schools so have been doing the 

best they can by meeting at City Impact on 
Main Street. The students have been learn-
ing about biblical leadership and have been 
putting their new skills use by honoring 
groups and individuals in our community 
like the did on Thursday.  

The Cedar Springs Men & Ladies of 
Honor meets after school at City Impact 
on Thursdays at 2:45pm and is for 6th, 7th, 
8th and High School Students. They end at 
4 p.m.  For more information, call MLOH 
Regional Director Randy Badge at 616-
799-5776 or email him at randy.badge55@
gmail.com.

The Men and Ladies of Honor presented flowers to the Cedar Springs High School staff and Metron of 
Cedar Springs.

The Kent County Animal Shelter, one of the re-
cipients of this grant, helped reunite this missing 
Howard City dog and his family after rescuing the 
dog from a hole under a silo in Sand Lake. 



When state health direc-
tor Robert Gordon abrupt-
ly resigned in January, Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer didn’t 
mention his $155,506 taxpay-
er-funded payout.

That sum was equal to nine 
months of Gordon’s annual 
salary and health benefits. The 
monies received by Gordon 
release the state from any po-
tential legal claims.

The above deal, first reported 
by the Detroit News through 
correspondence obtained 
through the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act, contradicts her pri-
or public statements regarding 
public transparency.

“State government must be 
open, transparent and account-
able to Michigan taxpayers,” 
Whitmer said in a Jan. 3, 2019 
news release. “To continue and 
earn public confidence, we 
must set good examples and 
act ethically at all times.”

A month after Gordon 
abruptly resigned, he signed a 
confidentiality agreement with 
Whitmer’s chief lawyer Mark 
Totten, which stated: “In re-
sponse to any inquiries from 
prospective employers, em-
ployer will state that employee 
voluntarily resigned.”

Gordon resigned less than 
24 hours after signing a Jan. 22 
order loosening restaurant re-
strictions after a 75-day indoor 
dining shutdown.

The six-figure taxpay-
er-funded secret payout comes 
as advocates push for more 
open records—the only reason 

the public knows about 
the payout, which ex-
plains why so many lawmak-
ers and governors impede the 
legislation.

On Monday, Rep. Annette 
Glenn, R-Midland, called on 
Whitmer to revoke the sever-
ance package deal.

Glenn said she will propose 
that her subcommittee for the 
Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy bud-
get prohibit using tax dollars 
for such payoffs if designed to 
silence departing officials.

“When it comes to state 
agencies responsible for de-

cisions that put public safety 
and people’s lives and liveli-
hoods on the line, the people 
of Michigan have every right 
to full disclosure and transpar-
ency,” Glenn said in a state-
ment. “Gov. Whitmer should 
not be allowed to use state tax 
dollars to pay ‘hush money’ to 
departing state regulators, and 
now that it’s been revealed, 
she should reverse her attempt 
to force taxpayers to foot the 
bill for buying Mr. Gordon’s 
silence.”

The deal raises questions 
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Ex-MDHHS director got $155,500 taxpayer-funded 
payout to leave quietly
By Scott McClallen, The Center Square

Updated MDHHS Orders expand restaurant capacity and more
Restaurant capacity opened to 50 percent as of this Friday

Spring weight restrictions started 
Monday to protect Michigan’s roads

March 5: Gathering Guidelines
COVID-19

Three-household gathering  
(high precautions)* 

Small outdoor gatherings  
(50 people)

Retail

Preschool through 12th 
grade (local district choice)

Childcare

Manufacturing, construction, 
other work that is impossible 

to do remotely, including 
technical education

Public transit

Hair salons, barber shops,  
other personal services

Gyms, pools, roller and  
ice rinks

Restaurants and bars*

Professional sports**  

Parks and outdoor  
recreation

Funerals  
(25 people)

Health care

Theaters, movie theaters, 
stadiums, arenas

Bowling centers

Bingo halls, casinos, 
arcades 

Contact/Non-contact sports

Indoor group fitness classes

For more information about the order, visit Michigan.gov/Coronavirus.  
Questions or concerns can be emailed to COVID19@michigan.gov.

Workplaces, when work can 
be done from home 

Not open

Open

*See DHHS guidance for safety practices.
**Includes a limited number of NCAA sports.

Night clubs Water parks

The Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services (MDHHS) updated 
two of its epidemic orders Tuesday, allow-
ing for increased capacity limits at vari-
ous venues such as restaurants, exercise 
facilities, retail stores, casinos, and enter-
tainment venues; larger residential and 
nonresidential gatherings; and expanded 
visitation opportunities at residential care 
facilities. 

The order said restaurants could now 
open to 50 percent capacity (up from 25 
percent), and increased the curfew one 
hour from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. While that’s 
some progress, Michigan is still far behind 
it’s neighboring states of Wisconsin, Illi-
nois, Indiana and Ohio—none of whom 
have a restaurant capacity limit.

Justin Winslow, the President and CEO 
of the Michigan Restaurant and Lodging 
Association (MRLA) is glad to see the 
restrictions loosening but thinks the dura-
tion of the order is too long. “We welcome 
the governor’s decision today to expand 
restaurant, banquet and meeting space oc-

cupancy and consider this change critical-
ly important, but the six-week duration of 
this Order is concerning and significant-
ly too long to adapt to rapidly changing 
metrics around this virus. We are hopeful 
that this DHHS Order represents a para-
digm shift in the administration’s over-
all approach to the hospitality industry, 
accepting that the dramatically reduced 
hospitalization rate and increased vaccine 
distribution mean our most vulnerable 
populations are protected and that reopen-
ing should advance in a timely manner,” 
he said in a statement.

“While we are disappointed about the 
length of the Order, given the fragile state 
of the hospitality industry and improving 
outcomes, we are committed to working 
toward collaborative and consistent – em-
phasis on consistent – progress towards 
the full reintegration of the industry as 
Michigan moves more fully into a new 
phase of this pandemic.”

Governor Gretchen Whitmer reminded 

Ex-MDHHS Director Robert Gordon

The Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) 
and local agencies are enacting 
spring weight restrictions, an 
annual move to protect roads.

Effective 6 a.m. Monday, 
March 1, weight restrictions 
are being enforced on all state 
trunkline highways from the 
Michigan border north to and 
including M-20 from the inter-
change with US-31 in Oceana 
County, then east on M-20 to 
US-131, then north on US-131 
to M-20 in Mecosta County, 
then east on M-20 to US-10 in 
Midland County, then east on 
US-10 to M-25 in Bay City, 
including the entire Thumb 
region.

All state trunklines in this 
area will have weight restric-
tions imposed and enforced. 
State routes typically carry M, 
I, or US designations.

When roads that have been 
frozen all winter begin to thaw 
from the surface downward, 
melting snow and ice saturate 
the softened ground. During 
the spring thaw, the roadbed 
softened by trapped moisture 
beneath the pavement makes 
it more susceptible to damage. 
This also contributes to pothole 

problems already occurring 
due to this winter’s numerous 
freeze-thaw cycles.

In the restricted areas, the 
following will apply:

- On routes designated as 
“all-season” (designated in 
green and gold on the MDOT 
Truck Operators Map), there 
will be no reduction in legal 

axle weights.
- On routes designated as 

“seasonal” (designated in solid 
or dashed red on the MDOT 
Truck Operators Map), there 
will be a posted weight re-
duction of 25 percent for rigid 
(concrete) pavements and 35 
percent for flexible (asphalt) 
pavements.

- All extended permits will 
be valid for oversize loads 
in the weight-restricted area 
on the restricted routes. Sin-
gle-trip permits will not be is-
sued for any overweight loads 
or loads exceeding 14 feet in 
width, 11 axles and 150 feet in 
overall length on the restricted 
routes.

MDOT determines when 
weight restrictions begin each 
spring by measuring frost 
depths along state highways, 

Did you know? Michigan is one 
of only two states in which the 
governor’s office and lawmakers 
aren’t subject to Freedom of 
Information Act requirements.

            ROADS -  continues on page 6

                            CAPACITY -  continues on page 14
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spiritual notes spiritual notes •• announcements  announcements •• memories memories
Church ConnectionChurch ConnectionChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Indoor Services starting 
March 7, 2021

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

DirectoryDirectory

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Ignorance is always 
swift to speak.

...Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath.
James 1:19b

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

YOLANDA LAETITIA BARTRUM
Yolanda (Yo-Yo) Laetitia 
Bartrum, (formerly of Sand 
Lake, MI), age 82, was taken 
home to be with our Lord and 
Savior on March 1, 2021, in 
Greenville, MI with family by 
her side. She was born in East 
Grand Rapids, MI on January 
28, 1939 to the late Clifford 
and Senah Marie Hoskins of 
Cedar Springs, MI. Yolanda 
went to elementary thru 10th 
grade in Cedar Springs, MI. 
On December 24,1957 she 
was united in marriage to 
Henry “Hank” Harold Bartrum and later was blessed with 6 
children. Yolanda was a member of Algoma Historical Society, 
Foxville Quilting Club, and a longtime member at Maranatha 
Baptist, serving with Helping Hands and 49er’s and cooking in 
the kitchen at the church. Her hobbies were making wedding and 
special occasion cakes for family and friends. She loved to crochet 
hats and gloves for the grandkids and knit hand warmers for the 
kidney dialysis patients and baby blankets for Alpha Women’s 
Center. She enjoyed spending time entertaining family and friends 
and she loved to cook. Her most loved dishes by others were her 
lasagna, bread pudding and her yearly cabbage and corn beef 
dinner for her St. Patty’s day event with Quilting Club. It was 
important to Yolanda to keep the family connected so she started 
and maintained the Bartrum Family Newsletters and also did the 
Friendship House calendar of events. Yolanda loved taking trips 
with her children and dear friends. Cottage by the beach, Mackinaw 
Island, and Safari Wildlife Port Clinton, Ohio are a few trips she 
enjoyed. She participated at Clay St. Senior Center in Greenville. 
The Last 2 years she lived at Golden Life AFC. Yolanda made 
many new friends, and she was a blessing to all who knew her 
and will be greatly missed. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Clifford and Senah Marie Hoskins; brothers, Roger and 
Earl Hoskins; husband, Henry “Hank”; son, Wayne Bartrum; son-
in-law, James Snyder; and grandson, Eric Krause. She is survived 
by her children, Veronica (Dick) Grimm of Greenville, Clifford 
T. (Desiree) Bartrum of Manistee, Lindalee (Gilbert) Filer of 
Oscoda, (Esther) Bartrum of Grand Rapids, Janet (Jay) Krause of 
Manistee, and Jeanette Miller of Grand Rapids; 25 grandchildren; 
57 great-grandchildren; 5 great-great-grandchildren; and special 
aunt, Jeanette; along with several brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, 
and cousins. The family wishes to give a special thank you to 
Golden Life AFC staff, Kindred Hospice, and Pedersen Funeral 
Home. There will be a time of PUBLIC visitation from 11:00 a.m. 
until 12:45 p.m. on Thursday, March 4, 2021, at Pederson Funeral 
Home, 127 N Monroe Street, Rockford, MI 49341. Please follow 
current Covid-19 restrictions. A PRIVATE celebration of Yolanda’s 
life will be at 1:00 p.m. Livestreaming of Yolanda’s service will be 
accessible under her tribute page at www.plaisierfuneral.com.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

ObituaryObituary

Pastor Jon Huizenga, 
RISE UP CHURCH

Meeting in person Sundays at 10:00am 
Pine Ridge Bible Camp 

8415 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Spring, MI 
Live-stream: Facebook.com/riseupchurch

BRIEF THOUGHTS ABOUT 
EVERYDAY PRAYING

Rise Up Church has been learning about prayer using a 
small book titled, Love to Pray by Alvin VanderGriend. I 
like it especially because it sees prayer as the talking part 
of an important love relationship—one’s relationship with 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In other parts of our 
lives, we talk using plain language in comfortable, uninhib-
ited ways with persons we love. You can talk to God like 
that, too, and call that prayer.

In a conversation with the author about praying “on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers,”* he shared with me a 
helpful picture. He thinks about praying upward, inward, 
and outward prayers. Upward ones are about God (like 
praise or thanks). Inward ones are about ourselves (like 
confessing or asking or committing). Outward ones are 
about the people and world around us. Here is a picture I 
drew after he described it to me:

The idea is not to fixate on covering all these bases. 
Rather, while you go about your day, the events of the day 
can prompt your conversation with God. A beautiful sun-
rise prompts telling God “nice work!” Behavior you regret 
prompts confessing and asking forgiveness. Seeing family, 
friends, coworkers, acquaintances or neighbors prompts a 
prayer for them. The language can be plain and the vibe can 
be comfortable.

While the idea is simple, you need help to do it. It is best 
to ask the Spirit of God to help you. Then, as you enter your 
day, you may sense God’s promptings and talk!

*Ephesians 6:18, “And pray in the spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayer and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com



Mortgage & 
Home Equity 

Ask Us About How Our Mortgages 
& Home Equity are the Perfect Fit

Federally Insured by NCUA
NMLS #372758

Call Us at 888.336.3490
Email information@mykccu.com

To Learn More
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ObituaryObituary LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE 

TO TAXPAYERS AND
PROPERTY OWNERS OF 

NELSON TOWNSHIP
The Nelson Township Board of Review shall meet 
at the Municipal Hall 2 E Maple St, Sand Lake 
MI 49343 for the purpose of reviewing the 2021 
Assessment Roll on the following date(s):

Tuesday March 9th, 2021 from 9 AM – 9 PM

Please call PRIOR to the Board of Review if you 
have any questions or concerns regarding your 
Assessment Change Notice. (616-636-5332) 
Appeals must be made/received by the March 
5th, 2021. Protests are not accepted by email, 
facsimile or phone.

 
Dated: March 4, 2021 Amanda Toomey

townshipassessing.amanda@gmail.com
Nelson Township Assessor

SPENCER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

MARCH BOARD OF 
REVIEW 2021

The Spencer Township March Board of Review for 
2021 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall, 14960 
Meddler Ave NE or by electronic means if required 
by MDHHS order on the following dates:

Tuesday March 2, 2021  Organizational Meeting  
 5:00pm

Monday March 8th, 2021  9:00 am - 12:00 pm
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Tuesday March 9th, 2021 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

The March Board of review will hear petitions 
regarding: Assessed and Taxable values, Exemp-
tions, Classification, and Uncapping for the 2021 
tax season only.  Due to MDHHS Executive Orders, 
appointments are required.  Please call 616-984-
0035, Ext. 305 or email assessor@spencertwp.org 
to schedule an appointment.  Appeals by owners or 
authorized representatives only.  

Appeals to the Board of Review may be made 
in person, electronically, or by letter received by 
03/08/2021. Mail to Andrea Roberts, Assessor, 
14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen, MI 49326.  Please call 
for an appointment to appear before the Board at 
(616) 984-0035 on Tuesdays or Thursdays 8:30 am 
to 12:30 pm and 2:00pm – 5:00 pm or on Wednes-
days 8:30 am to Noon. 

Dated: March 4, 2021  Andrea Roberts
 Assessor, Spencer Township

ROBERT GLEN MAXWELL
Mr. Robert Glen Maxwell, of 
Cedar Springs, age 88, went to 
be with the Lord on February 
24th 2021. Bob was at home 
surrounded by his family. He 
was born in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, on April 12th, 
1932. He proudly served in the 
United States Navy where he 
was boxing fleet champion. He 
retired from American Seating 
after 46 years of service. He 
enjoyed spending time with 
his family, hunting, especially 
rabbit hunting, fishing, his 
hobby farm, camping with his family and gardening. Bob also 
loved sports especially boxing and watching school sporting 
events. He was preceded in death by his parents Glenn and Sophia 
(Kuyt) Maxwell and sister Eleanor (Bob) Shick. Bob is survived 
by his wife of 62 years, Ruth Ann (Metcalf) Maxwell; his children, 
Ardith and Alan Rouse, Jim Maxwell and Kathy Smith, Lori 
and Gene Finch, Amy and Darrell Helsley, Tracy Merlington; 
and Rex and Sarah Maxwell; his grandchildren, Kent (Radine) 
MacDonald, Amanda MacDonald, Veronica (Justin) Myers, 
Caitlin Rouse, Joshua (Alexis) Rouse, Robert Rouse, Tony Finch, 
Chelsea (Michael) Reeder, Dylan Finch, Brooke Merlington, 
Taylor Merlington, Katelynn Fletcher, and Hannah Maxwell; 
his great-grandchildren, Parker, Paisley, Patrick, Austyn, Jessica, 
Landon, Hailey, Madison, Arabella, and one on the way. He is 
also survived by his sister Winifred (Don) Van Dyke; his brother, 
Frank (Judene) Maxwell; his brother-in-law, Verne Metcalf; many 
nieces and nephews; and his constant, faithful companion - his 
dog, Sassy. Funeral and committal services for Bob will be held at 
1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2021 at the Cedar Springs Baptist 
Church, 233 S. Main Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Pastor 
Mike Wittmer will officiate. The Maxwell family will receive 
relatives and friends one hour prior to the service from 12 p.m. -1 
p.m. at the church. Burial will take place in Sand Lake Cemetery. 
The Maxwell family would like to thank Elana Caring Hospice 
for their care and support. Memorials are suggested to the Cedar 
Springs Athletic Boosters, Tandem 365, or to the Area Agency on 
Aging.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

ERNEST C. MUELLER, JR.

ObituaryObituary

Ernest C. Mueller, Jr., age 86 of Cedar Springs, passed 
away at home with his loved ones on Wednesday, February 
24, 2021. Born August 18, 1934 to Ernest C. and Alma 
(Kukuk) Mueller Sr. at home in Tawas City, Michigan. He 
attended Tawas City Schools until 1951, and in March 1953 
joined the United States Army during the Korean War. He 
was honorably discharged in 1956 as a Staff Sergeant. On 
April 30, 1960, he married Teresa Guoan and were happily 
married just short of 54 years. Ernie is survived by his 
children, Catherine (Dusty) Sult of Dowling, Lynn Mueller 
of Cedar Springs, Jean (Deb Waldrop) Smith of Wyoming, 
and Neil Mueller of Cutlerville; grandchildren, Michael 
(Corey) Grotenrath, Daniel (Christina) Grotenrath, Jennifer 
Haskin, Kimberly (Robert Morehouse) Smith, and Michelle 
(Tyler) Magoon; great-granddaughter, Olivia Johnson; 
brother, Leonard Mueller; several sisters and brothers-in-
law; and numerous nieces and nephews and other relatives. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Teresa and sister, 
Nora Jean (Franklin) Phillips. Ernie was a lifetime member 
of Local 324 Operating Engineers. In his heavy equipment 
operating career, he worked for B.H. Sargent, Riverside Sand 
and Gravel, and Anlaan Corp. and retired in 2010. Private 
family services were held on Saturday, February 27 and the 
recorded service can be viewed at www.hurstfh.com. Public 
graveside services with full 
military honors will be held 
in the spring at Courtland 
Township Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions 
may be given to Grand 
Rapids Home for Veterans. 
Memories and messages of 
condolence may be shared at 
www.hurstfh.com.

Arrangements by Hurst 
Funeral Home, Greenville

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper
6,728 people like this
6,916 people follow this

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can 
no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. 
Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. 
You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions 
we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/hometown-happenings/

ARTS &ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

St. Patrick’s Day Kettle Corn Sale
Mar. 13: The Cedar Springs Lion’s Club and the Cedar 
Springs Women’s Club are having a St. Patrick’s Day 
Kettle Corn Sale for $5.00 a bag. Pickup will be at 21 E. 
Maple St., Cedar Springs from 8 am – 2 pm on Saturday, 
March 13th. Cash or check only (checks to Cedar Springs 
Women’s Club). For Pre Orders call or text Janice Hill, 
616-862-8456. Profits go to the Cedar Springs Women’s 
Club Scholarship Fund. #8-10p

Spring jokes
Q: What season is it best to go on a trampoline? 
A: Spring time!
Q: What do you call a rabbit with fleas? 
A: Bugs Bunny.
Q:  Why is the letter A like a flower?  
A: A bee comes after it!
Q:  Why is spring a great season to start a 
gardening business? 
A: Because it’s when you can really “rake” in the 
money!
Q: How excited was the gardener about spring? 
A: So excited he wet his plants.
Q: When do monkeys fall from the sky? 
A: During APE-ril showers
Q: If April showers bring May flowers, what do 
May flowers bring? 
A: Pilgrims!
Q: What falls but never gets hurt? 
A: The rain!
Q: Why do potatoes make good detectives? 
A: Because they keep their eyes peeled.
Q: How do you know that bees are happy? 
A: Because they hum while they work.
Q: Everyone has these on their face. What are they? 
A: Tulips  
Q: What is Spring’s favorite kind of pickles? 
A: Daffo-dills!
Q: What do you call a well-dressed lion? 
A: A dandy lion!
Q: What kind of socks does a gardener wear? 
A: Garden hose.
Q: What do you call two young married spiders? 
A: Newly webs.  
Q: What do you call a mushroom who is the life of 
the party? 
A: A fun-gi.
Q: What do you call it when worms take over the 
world? 
A: Global Worming.

• Breakfast & Lunch  7am-2pm Tue-Sun
• Friday Night All-you-can-eat Fish 4pm-8pm 
• Daily Specials 
• Homemade Desserts 

4615 14 MILE RD • ROCKFORD

Community Give Back Sundays
We Give Back a portion of sales to 

a LOCAL non-profit EVERY SUNDAY!
CATERING AVAILABLE 616-439-3025

HOMESTYLE COOKING

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

We are still 
CLOSEDCLOSED

to the Publicto the Public

But we are
NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN
to Private Parties/to Private Parties/
Events for up to 25Events for up to 25
Rentals start at $100Rentals start at $100
Email events@kenttheatre.com Email events@kenttheatre.com 
for more information.for more information.

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

whether the payout bought Gordon’s silence about Whitmer’s 
COVID-19 nursing home policy of sending COVID-19 positive 
patients into nursing homes, Glenn said.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo is now facing possible crimi-
nal prosecution for allegedly undercounting COVID-19 nursing 
home deaths after he sent COVID-19 positive patients into nurs-
ing homes.

“Now she’s doubling down on this troubling keep-taxpayers-
in-the-dark mindset even more by forcing taxpayers to finance 
keeping state employees quiet after they’re no longer working for 
the state,” Glenn said. “Why these brazen, ongoing, escalating in-
your-face schemes to keep people quiet at all costs, even if she has 
to use taxpayers’ money to do it? The people of Michigan have a 
right to know.”

Glenn and Progress Michigan have said they will attempt to 
make state government more transparent, the latter through a 2022 
ballot initiative repealing all gubernatorial and legislative FOIA 
exemptions.

“Every year it’s the same story: bills with good intentions that 
don’t go quite far enough and include ludicrous carve outs for the 
legislature in an effort to bribe Republicans to support them, slow-
ly die on the vine because of a lack of political will or commit-
ment to real transparency in the legislature,” Executive Director of 
Progress Michigan Lonnie Scott said in a statement.

“The public is sick of it and we’re done playing games,” Scott 
continued. “The people of Michigan deserve accountable and 
transparent government and we will be pursuing a 2022 ballot 
initiative to bring real transparency to Lansing. We’ve seen what 
elected officials like [Senate Majority Leader] Mike Shirkey say 
when he doesn’t know he’s being recorded, imagine what trans-
parency into his emails could show.”

Michigan is one of only two states in which the governor’s of-
fice and lawmakers aren’t subject to Freedom of Information Act 
requirements.

State Sen. Aric Nesbitt, R-Lawton, tweeted: “While families 
and businesses across Michigan are struggling to make ends meet, 
the Whitmer Administration is paying out six-figure checks to 
keep disgraced bureaucrats quiet about their ongoing train of fail-
ures.”

PayoutPayout
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

RoadsRoads
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
observing road conditions, and monitoring weather forecasts. 
Weight restrictions remain in effect until the frost line is deep 
enough to allow moisture to escape and the roadbeds regain sta-
bility.

County road commissions and city public works departments 
put in place their own seasonal weight restrictions, which usually, 
but not always, coincide with state highway weight restrictions. 
Signs are generally posted to indicate which routes have weight 
restrictions in effect.

For weight restriction information and updates, call 800-787-
8960, or you can access this information on MDOT’s website 
at www.Michigan.gov/Truckers, under “Restrictions.” All-season 
routes are designated in green and gold on the MDOT Truck Op-
erators Map, which is available online at www.michigan.gov/doc-
uments/mdot/2017_Truck_Operator_Map_WEB_599666_7.pdf.

You may sign up to receive email alerts at public.govdelivery.
com/accounts/MIDOT/subscriber/new.
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CEDAR SPRINGS RED HAWKSCEDAR SPRINGS RED HAWKS
WINTER SPORTSWINTER SPORTS

2020-212020-21

345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.VanderhydeFord.com

GOOD LUCK RED HAWKS!
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Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING LLC 616.636.5565 or 616.951.7171

1565 Dagget Road  |  Piersonw w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979” 
LICENSED & INSURED

• Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
• Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
• Portable Toilet Rentals for ANY Occasion

GOOD LUCK 
RED HAWKS!

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas

89 N. Third Street • Sand Lake89 N. Third Street • Sand Lake

616-636-5341616-636-5341

BOYS BASKETBALLBOYS BASKETBALL

FRESHMANFRESHMAN

VARSITYVARSITY

JVJV

Row 1: Derek Dymerski, Gage 
Haywood, Dylan Knauf, Dylan 
Greenland, Drew Mattson, Ayden 
Hovanee, Logan Williams, Mitchell 
Metiva. 
Row 2: Asst. Jim Telman, Coach 
James Telman, Aiden Brunin, 
Cameron Heiss, Blake Scheer, 
Hayden Poffinbarger, Kyle 
Jarosch, Manager Ivan Winters.

Row 1: Tristan Terpstra, Nick Poisson, Dale Moore, Jerald 
Brownell, Riley Kopischka, Evan Vanos, Jaxon Dines.
Row 2: Landon Winters, Ryan West, Cashius Heiss, Darren 
Vlietstra, Josh Kriekaard, Walker Glyshaw, Coach Ash. 

Row 1: Tyler Twiss, Bryce Luevano, Chase Kwiatkowski, 
Payton Blain, Zach Reed, Tayson Doncis, Kaden Winters, 
Ian Klenk. 
Row 2: Tim Evans, Parker Vaughn, Hunter Hendges, 
Nathan Robinson, Walker Glyshaw, Dylan LaFontsee, 
Kenneth Mitchell, Aidan Umphrey. 
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8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

The Vanderhyde’s Are Horse Tradin’ In Sparta

616-887-1791
www.spartachevy.com

Good Luck
Red Hawks!

13861 White Creek • Cedar Springs13861 White Creek • Cedar Springs

616-696-0010616-696-0010

GIRLS BASKETBALLGIRLS BASKETBALL

FRESHMANFRESHMAN

VARSITYVARSITY

JVJV

Row 1: Manager Kendall Saboo, 
Lily Howland, Darrah Miller, Gloria 
Alvarez, Aubrie French, Chloe 
Grifhorst, Kaelyn Colclasure, Avery 
Sparling.
Row 2: Coach Brandon Miller, Jessa 
Patin, Gracie Garchow, Arianna Rau, 
Ella See, Jenna Powell, Maggie 
Prins. 

Row 1: Olivia Walker, Alyssa VanPutten, Natalie Pierce, 
Brooklyn Colclasure, Kayla Becker, Cylie Burns. 
Row 2: Manager Trista Weronko, Asst. Amanda Weronko, 
Hannah Seif, Natalie Schafer, Savanna Maki, Gracie Lyons, 
Coach Duke Saboo.
Missing: Larissa McGrath

Row 1: Emmah Kendall, Reagan Viau, Hannah Reed, 
Roven Middleton, Joslyn Zavala, Izzy Cook. 
Row 2: Coach Steven Washington, McKayla Heugel, 
Princess Rivera, Ashlyn Wood, Maho Iwasa, Skylar See, 
Coach Ashly Fahling. 



VARSITYVARSITY
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BOYSBOYS GIRLSGIRLS

WRESTLINGWRESTLING

36 E. Maple St.• Cedar Springs36 E. Maple St.• Cedar Springs

616-696-3655616-696-3655

c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o mc e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
You’re on the go, we’re on the move.You’re on the go, we’re on the move.

616-884-0008616-884-0008
On The Move Quick Lube

You're on the go, we're on the move.

12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-0100616-696-0100

BOWLINGBOWLING

PP      STSTTheTheOn The Move Quick Lube
You're on the go, we're on the move.On The Move Quick Lube

You're on the go, we're on the move.

121 W Washington St. • Greenville121 W Washington St. • Greenville

616-754-7195616-754-7195

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs

616-263-9784616-263-9784
18 S Main • Cedar Springs18 S Main • Cedar Springs

616-696-2662616-696-2662

T H E  R E DT H E  R E D
F L A N N E L F L A N N E L 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

Row 1: Dustin Hughes, 
Keaton Klaasen, Cole 
Haack, Landon Demorest, 
Trevor Marsman, Nathan 
Moore, Izak Welsheimer. 
Row 2: Carter Falan, 
Michael Hughes, Chase 
Payne, Nate Slayer, Owen 
Bouwers, James Joldersma, 
Xander Cantu. 
Row 3: Coach Emery, Coach 
Wood, Nolan Myers, Sergei 
Byxbe, Logan Douglas, 
Wyatt Cooper, David 
DeWeese, Coach Marsman, 
Annabelle Wood (stats).
Missing: Aiden Glass, 
Luke Price, Matthew Price, 
Cassia Rowley, Andrew 
VanGessel. 

Row 1: Ethan Plummer, Justin Voskuil, Ethan Terpstra, Andrew Fliearman. 
Row 2: Cody Marshall, John Mitchell, Alexander Steil, Cole Harms, Coach Bryan 
Russell.

Row 1: Karelin Kooiman, Kayla Walters, Molly Wierstra, Aina Catala
Row 2: Asst. Coach Crystal Morales, Nicole Baker, Chloe Fisk, Coach 
Bryan Russell.



The Cedar Springs Girls 
Basketball Team is 6-3 at the 
midpoint of this shortened 
basketball season and are 
looking to make a strong run 
to compete for the OK Gold 
Conference crown and the 
District Tournament title.  

The Lady Red Hawks are 
two games back in a tight 
conference race and get to 
play each of the teams who 
defeated them once again in 
the second part of the sched-
ule.  

JVJVVARSITYVARSITY
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SPORTSSPORTS

COMPETITIVE CHEERCOMPETITIVE CHEER

T H E  R E DT H E  R E D
F L A N N E L F L A N N E L 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL

Row 1: Coach Anne Olszewski, Hannah Pienton, Kathryn Roth, Sophia Dault, Isabella 
Mosqueda. 
Row 2: Taylor Snadley, Taylor Frey, Abbey Salisbury, Jasmine, Zimmer, Kirsten 
McDonald, Josilyn Slagter. 
Row 3: Kennedy Layne, Lauren Sherburn, Ariana Rojas, Hannah Wright, Meghan 
Noga, Holly Frey, Paige Castor.
Missing: Sarah Adkison, Shelby Beeman, Kira VanderKooi

Row 1: Hannah Britten, Marisol Ramos, Lorraine Zain, Ellen 
Nordlund. 
Row 2: Payton Calati, Makenna Nichols, Taylor Diemond.
Row 3: Clara Soto Suarez, Hannah Shears, Alexis Taylor, Coach 
Katy Hradsky
Missing: Trinity Vernon

Lady Red Hawks poised for strong finish in OK Gold

The Red Hawk Varsity Cheer team. 

Cheer teams make up lost 
ground

CSHS Competitive Team 2021 
has proven that dedication, de-
termination and perseverance are 
characteristics of a team that is 
united and able to overcome the 
challenges of a difficult situation.

“This season has been one for 
the books,” explained Varsity 
Coach Anne Olszewski. “Not 
only did we lose a number of 
girls to graduation, but we were 
unable to attend summer camp; 
had a limited sideline season; and 
a two-month delay in starting the 
competitive season. When we 
were finally cleared to play, five 
of my top athletes were contact 
traced for 10 days. I feel like we 
are 10 days behind every team in 
the state right now, but these girls 
are making up time fast.

Above: Junior Aubrie French (12) attempts to get past South Christian defender. 
Right: Senior Kaelyn Colclasure attempts a 3-pointer from the corner against 
Kenowa Hills. 

Bowlers win 
over Wayland

Red Hawk bowlers Kayla Walters and John Mitchell.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawk Bowlers are at it again. 
The girls had a stellar win over Wayland on February 24, 
with a score of 29-1. Molly Wierstra posted a high of 132. 
Kayla Walters continues to bowl solid games of 166 and 
169. Nicole Baker had a great game of 180. Chloe Fisk 
pushed Cedar over the top with a score of 214.

The boys also had a great win of 29-1 over Wayland. John 
Mitchell helped the Red Hawks by posting scores of 225 
and 207. Cody Marshall had a great score of 204.

Monday, March 1, the Red Hawks hosted Catholic Cen-
tral at home at Rockford Lanes.  Unfortunately, the girls 
lost 21-9. Katelin Kooiman scored 144 and 142. Nicole 
Baker put up scores of 128 and 136. Kloe Fisk put up scores 
of 138 and 160.

The boys could not quite pull off the win against CC and 
lost 19-11. Justin Voskuil posted scores of 134 and 152. 
Alex Steil helped the team with scores of 156 and 162.  

Our Red Hawk Bowlers only have three more matches 
before the end of the regular season. They are looking for-
ward to battling into the playoffs.

Photo by T. Sparling.

Photo by T. Sparling.

                        CHEER -  continues on page 13

       STRONG -  continues on page 14
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Hey kids, 
It’s time for 

our annual Easter 
Coloring Contest 
and your chance to 
win one of three 
$50 gift cards, one 
for each age group. 
Winners choose 
their own prize 
and get what they 
REALLY want!

Please color the 
the picture to the 
left with crayons, 
markers or colored 
pencils. Our judges 
will choose the 
three winners – 
one from each age 
group: 4-5 years, 
6-7 years; and 8-10 
years.

Good luck and 
remember to be 
creative but follow 
the rules! Please no 
help from parents 
or older siblings/
helpers.

ENTER TO WIN
$50 VISA 
Gift Card

Rules: 
1. Only one entry per child. 
2. Only one winner per family. 
3. We are not responsible for lost mail. 
4. All entries must be at our office by March 29. 
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils.

Winners will be announced in the April 1st issue of The 
Cedar Springs Post. Don’t delay, get your entry in as 
soon as possible - deadline is Monday, March 29 by 5:00 
p.m. but we’d like to display your entry on our windows 
throughout the month. See our office hours on page 3.

Please deliver entries to: 
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: 
The Cedar Springs Post’s
Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

The Cedar Springs POST
2021 2021 EASTER COLORING CONTESTEASTER COLORING CONTEST

ENTRY FORM
DEADLINE: 5PM ON MONDAY, MARCH 29, 2021

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone: _____________________Age: _____________

Check one: Boy Girl

EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2020EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2020
The Cedar Springs POST newspaper
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Tia – 12-year-old female – Small Mixed Breed

Meet sassy senior, Tia! 
This pretty girl deserves 
a loving home to retire 
to and enjoy her golden 
years! Though she does 
have some medical 
needs, you’d never 
know from her spunky 
personality! It’s like Tia 
missed the memo that 
she’s an old lady and is supposed to be winding down, this 
silly girl has a BIG personality, and loves to bark and hop 
around when she plays! She’s currently living it up in her 
foster home with four cats and two dogs, and her foster 
mom says that once she trusts you, she’s a very snuggly girl.

Sammie – 15-year-old female – Domestic Longhair 

Meet Sammie! This 
sweet older gal is looking 
for a home to retire to 
and enjoy her golden 
years. She’s lived with 
friendly dogs in the past 
and would likely get 
along with new dog 
friends! She’d prefer to 
go to a home with older, 

respectful children who can understand that sometimes a 
lady needs her space. Sammie is a gorgeous long-haired 
beauty, but she also has some extra weight, and could use 
your help to slowly lose weight to be as healthy as possible!  

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK
HELPHELP

WANTEDWANTED
LOSTLOST

AND AND FOUNDFOUND
HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

THINKING OF 
DOWNSIZING?

THINK OF US!

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE and 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 
is looking for 

EXPERIENCED FINISHERS
and FORM SETTERS. 

Competitive wages, based on 
experience and skill level.

PLEASE CALL 
616.636.5453

C
la

s
s
ifi

e
d
s
  
W

o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
COUNTY OF KENT

Part-time administrator 
positions available

The Village of Sand Lake is hiring two part-time 
administrator positions; Treasurer and a Clerk po-
sitions.

The Requirements:
Treasurer: Friendly customer service, accounting 
knowledge, BS&A Software knowledge preferable, 
good oral and writing communication skills.
Duties: Collect money and make deposits, run utility 
billing, run property taxes, be organized, and willing 
to attend meetings as needed.
Clerk: Friendly customer service, accounting knowl-
edge, BS&A Software knowledge preferable, good 
oral and writing communication skills.
Duties: Run payrolls, make bank reconciliations, run 
reports for the state,  be organized,able to work af-
ternoons, attend and write minutes during meetings.

Treasurer position is for Monday and Thursday 2 
days a week and Clerk for Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday 3 days a week.

For more detail of the duties contact the Village 
office for a copy.

Receiving applications until March 11,2021. Mail it 
to 2 E.Maple St. PO. Box 139 Sand Lake, Michigan 
49343

Dated: February 25, 2021 Nile Hayden, 
President

CEDAR SPRINGS downtown. 
Studio Apartment for rent 
$650.00 Call for more details 
and application 616-918-6430. 
#tfnb

Found: Gift Card found at the 
Meijer Gas Station in Cedar 
Springs on February 4th. Call 
to identify with the Card (place) 
name and amount on the card. 
616-889-6714. #7

Found: Set of keys (with Honda 
key) found on 16 Mile just east 
of Algoma in the street. Call 616-
696-6100, leave a message. #5

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

PP      STST

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

CheerCheer
...continued from page 11 ...continued from page 11 

We are a young team and our freshmen are learning what 
it’s like to compete at the Varsity level. Red Hawk cheer 
may have had a slow start, but we are coming back with 
a vengeance. I am just super proud of every single one of 
them.”

The hard work and perseverance of these young athletes 
is paying off, as they continue to crush their personal re-
cords at each meet. On Monday, the Lady Red Hawks trav-
eled to Forest Hills Eastern for their first OK Gold Confer-
ence meet. The JV team earned first place with a score of 
563.5 and Varsity finished second with a score of 687. 

On Saturday, the Lady Red Hawks squared off against 
two of the top programs in the state at the Mona Shores 
Quad in which the JV team finished 2nd with a score of 
601.2 and Varsity earned third place with a score of 737.64, 
earning their highest round 1 and 2 scores to date. 

JV Coach Katy Hradsky is confident that the remainder 
of the season will continue to improve. “I am excited to see 
what they do this week and next,” she said. “It’s hard to 
believe our season is almost over, it just began!”

The CSHS Competitive Cheer program competed at Ke-
nowa Hills on March 3rd for their second OK Gold Confer-
ence meet and will compete in the Comstock Park Invita-
tional on March 6. Good luck Lady Red Hawks!
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TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS$$ $$

KNOWLEDGE, EXPERTISE, CONFIDENCE
Call for appointment:  616-866-4704 

New Location:  500 Northland Dr 
Rockford, MI 49341-7875 

Things taxpayers should know 
when choosing between standard 
and itemized deductions

StrongStrong
...continued from page 11 ...continued from page 11 

Deductions reduce the amount of taxable income when 
filing a federal income tax return. In other words, they can 
reduce the amount of tax someone owes.

Most taxpayers have a choice of either taking the stan-
dard deduction or itemizing their deductions. The standard 
deduction may be quicker and easier, but, itemizing deduc-
tions may lower taxes more, in some situations. It’s import-
ant for all taxpayers to look into which deduction method 
best fits them.
New this year

Following tax law changes, cash donations of up to $300 
made by December 31, 2020 are deductible without having 
to itemize when people file a 2020 tax return.

Here are some details about the 
two methods to help people de-
cide deduction to take:
Standard deduction

The standard deduction is an amount that reduces taxable 
income. The amount adjusts every year and can vary by 
filing status. The standard deduction amount depends on 
the taxpayer’s filing status, whether they are 65 or older 

or blind, and whether another taxpayer can claim them as 
a dependent. Taxpayers who are age 65 or older on the last 
day of the year and don’t itemize deductions are entitled to 
a higher standard deduction.

Taxpayers benefit from the standard deduction if their 
standard deduction is more than the total of their allow-
able itemized deductions. They can use the Interactive Tax 
Assistant, How Much Is My Standard Deduction? to de-
termine the amount their standard deduction and if they 
should itemize their deductions. www.irs.gov/help/ita/how-
much-is-my-standard-deduction.
Itemized deductions

Taxpayers may itemize deductions because that amount 
is higher than their standard deduction, which will result 
in less tax owed or a larger refund. In some cases, they not 
allowed to use the standard deduction.

Tax software can guide taxpayers through the process 
of itemizing their deductions. Taxpayers who itemize 
file Schedule A, Form 1040, Itemized Deductions or Form 
1040-SR, U.S. Tax Return for Seniors.

A taxpayer may benefit by itemizing deductions if any of 
following apply to their tax situation, they:

• Had large uninsured medical and dental expenses
• Paid interest and taxes on their home
• Had large uninsured casualty or theft losses
• Made large contributions to qualified charities
Individual itemized deductions may be limited. Schedule 

A, Form 1040, Itemized Deductions can help determine 
what limitations may apply. www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/
about-schedule-a-form-1040
More information:

Publication 501, Dependents, Standard Deduction, and Filing 
Information www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-501 
Topic No. 551, Standard Deduction www.irs.gov/taxtopics/
tc551

Game Recaps:
February 16 – Cedar Springs 53, FH Eastern 41
Cedar Springs used a strong second half to defeat the Hawks 

of Forest Hills Eastern 53-41 to move their record to 4-1 on the 
season. Senior Avery Sparling scored 14 of her game high 18 
points in the first half and classmate Kaelyn Colclasure scored 
14 of her 16 points in the second half to lead the team in scoring.  

Sophomore Jessa Patin chipped in 8 points and pulled down 
6 rebounds in the win. Junior Darrah Miller scored 5 points, 
hauled in 7 rebounds and had 4 steals as well.

February 19 – Cedar Springs 40, Catholic Central 28
A strong defensive performance helped the Lady Red Hawks 

secure their second straight conference victory over a good 
Catholic Central squad. The tough defense only allowed Cath-
olic Central 5 second quarter points and 3 fourth quarter points 
on the evening.

Colclasure again had another strong offensive performance 
totaling 17 points, including 3 three pointers. Miller followed 
with 11 points and Sparling with 9. Senior Jenna Powell led the 
team in rebounding with 6 boards.

February 20 – Cedar Springs 44, Lowell 30
The ladies were back at it a night later with a non-conference 

game hosting a young Red Arrow team from Lowell. Lowell 
jumped out to a quick lead and held that lead throughout the 
first half (14-17). However, the Lady Red Hawks once again 
put together a strong second half, holding Lowell to 13 points 
and the offense came alive over the final two quarters to pull out 
the victory.

Sparling led the way with 16 points (9-12 from the free throw 
line) and 6 rebounds. Colclasure poured in another 13 points on 
the evening. Miller scored 6 points and hauled in a career high 
13 rebounds.

February 23 – Cedar Springs 28, South Christian 34
Cedar Springs suffered its first defeat in the last 3 games fall-

ing to a tough South Christian team.  After a close first quarter, 
the offense fell cold in the second and went to the locker room 
trailing by 12 points. The ladies were able to pull the within three 
points late in the game, but were unable to pull off the come-
back. Strong second half defense led the way as South Christian 

was only able to score 10 second half points. The defense held 
South Christian scoreless for a 10-minute stretch.

Sparling led the team in scoring with 8 points followed by 
Miller with 5.  Sparling, Miller, and Senior Gloria Alvarez led 
the team in rebounding with 4 apiece.

February 25 – Cedar Springs 33, Thornapple-Kellogg 52
The Lady Red Hawks suffered their second consecutive loss 

in a road game at TK. TK jumped out to a quick lead as Cedar 
Springs never looked in sync throughout the evening. The ladies 
made a couple of pushes to cut into the lead and make a game of 
it but ran out of steam each time.

Miller led the team in scoring with 10 points and pulled down 
5 rebounds.  Powell scored 6 points and had a team high 9 re-
bounds. Colclasure dished out 5 assists on the night.

February 27 – Cedar Springs 57, Kenowa Hills 31
Cedar Springs wasn’t going to let a repeat happen of the 

TK game and decided to turn the tables on the Kenowa Hills 
Knights. The ladies used pressure defense and a high energy 
performance to jump out to a 16 -2 first quarter lead. The strong 
defense continued throughout the evening as the Lady Red 
Hawks got back on track and defeated Kenowa Hills.

Miller led the team in scoring with 16 points (4-5 from three) 
and had 4 rebounds and 4 assists.  Sparling (10 points, 5 re-
bounds) and Powell (10 points) followed.  Patin scored 8 points 
and Junior Ella See scored 4 points and had 4 rebounds on the 
evening.

The Red Hawks were back in action on Tuesday against Ot-
tawa Hills.  
Remaining Schedule below:

March 2 – Ottawa Hills (Home) JV 5:30/Varsity 7:00pm
March 4th – Wayland (Away) Frosh 4:00/ JV 5:30/Varsity 

7:00pm
March 6th – Greenville (Home) Frosh 4:00/ JV 5:30/Varsity 

7:00pm
March 9th – FH Eastern (Away) Frosh 4:00/ JV 5:30/Varsity 

7:00pm (Frosh play Sparta at FHE)
March 12th – Catholic Central (Away) JV 5:30/Varsity 7:00pm
March 13th – Kent City (Away) JV Noon/Varsity 3:00pm 

(FROSH @ EGR 5:30pm)
March 16th – South Christian (Home) Frosh 4:00/ JV 5:30/

Varsity 7:00pm
March 18th – Thornapple Kellogg (Home) Frosh 4:00/ JV 

5:30/Varsity 7:00pm

people that even though some limits are expanding, she wants 
Michiganders to still mask up and socially distance as the state 
slowly reopens.

“As we continue our vaccine rollout and make steady progress 
against the virus, we are taking additional incremental steps to 
re-engage to ensure we are protecting our families and frontline 
workers and saving lives,” said Whitmer. “Michigan is a nation-
al leader in the fight against COVID-19, and our fact-based, da-
ta-driven approach will help our state rebuild our economy and re-
sume normal day-to-day activities. As always, mask up, maintain 
social distancing, and wash your hands. We all have a personal 
responsibility to slow the spread of the virus so we can end this 
pandemic together. One of the most important things Michigan-
ders can do is make a plan to get the safe and effective vaccine 
when it’s available to you.”

“More than 2 million doses of safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccine have been administered and a third vaccine will soon 
be arriving here in Michigan to help us end the pandemic in our 
state,” said Elizabeth Hertel, MDHHS director. “We continue to 
monitor the data closely, and, based on current trends we are tak-
ing another step toward normalcy. We urge Michiganders to con-
tinue doing what works and wearing a mask, washing their hands 
and avoiding crowds.”

MDHHS had been closely monitoring three metrics for stabili-
zation or declines over the past several weeks. As with other states, 
Michigan’s metrics are mixed. In recent days:

• Hospital capacity dedicated to COVID-19 is now at 3.9%. 
This metric peaked at 19.6% on Tuesday, Dec. 4.

• Overall case rates: After declining for six weeks, this metric is 
plateauing at 91.2 cases per million. The rate is similar to what we 
were at the beginning of October.

• Positivity rate: is now at 3.7% having increased slightly from 
last week (3.5%). This metric is similar to where we were at the 
beginning of October.

With all residents at skilled nursing homes having been offered 
their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine and a vast majority having 
had their second dose, the Residential Care Facilities Order goes 
into effect immediately. The order encourages communal dining 
and group activities for residents and allows indoor and outdoor 
visitation in all counties regardless of county risk level. Visitation 
is allowed as long as the facility has not had a new COVID-19 
case in the last 14 days and all indoor visitors ages 13 and older 
are subject to rapid antigen testing. Testing will help keep resi-
dents, staff and families safe while allowing for visitation and an 
increased quality of life for residents. Adult foster care homes li-
censed for 12 or fewer residents, hospice facilities, substance use 
disorder residential facilities and assisted-living facilities are en-
couraged to implement visitor and staff testing protocols.

Visitors will be required to wear face masks or other personal 
protective equipment when required by the facility at all times. 
In general, visitors will need to maintain six feet from residents.

“While we continue to have virus very present across the entire 
state, our improvements in case numbers, test positivity, and vac-
cinations mean we can move forward with reopening in an incre-
mental way,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, MDHHS chief medical 
executive and chief deputy for health. 

Changes to the Gatherings and Mask Order go into effect Fri-
day, March 5, and remain in effect through Monday, April 19.

Capacity changes include:
• Restaurants and bars are allowed to be at 50% capacity up to 

100 people. Tables must be six feet apart with no more than six 
people per table. There is now an 11 p.m. curfew.

• Indoor non-residential gatherings where people interact across 
households are permitted up to 25 people, allowing public meet-
ings and other small indoor gatherings to resume.

• Outdoor non-residential gatherings where people interact 
across households are permitted up to 300, allowing larger out-
door events to resume.

• Indoor entertainment venues are allowed to be at 50% capac-
ity, up to 300 people.

• Exercise facilities are allowed to be at 30% capacity with re-
strictions on distancing and mask requirements.

• Retail is allowed to be at 50% capacity.
• Casinos are allowed to be at 30% capacity.
• Indoor stadiums and arenas are allowed have 375 if seating 

capacity is under 10,000; 750 if seating capacity is over 10,000.
• Outdoor entertainment and recreational facilities may host up 

to 1,000 patrons.
Indoor residential gatherings are now limited to 15 people from 

three households, while outdoor residential gatherings can include 
up to 50 people.

The epidemic order continues to temporarily pause other ven-
ues and activities where participants have close physical contacts 
and are not consistently masked, like water parks. As before, em-
ployees who work in jobs that cannot be performed from home 
can continue to go to work, while employees who can work from 
home should continue to do so.

CapacityCapacity
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3



Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Gumming it

Young deer like adults need to gum their food. They do 
not have upper incisor teeth on the jaw. When they bite a 
branch, their lower front teeth grip the twig and begin to cut 
into it. The lower jaw pushes it against the upper toothless 
gum where it is necessary to pull on the twig to rip it com-
pletely freely. 

When one looks at the remaining bitten twig, it can be 
seen that the teeth cut into the bottom and the top has 
small strips of bark or wood that were not cleanly cut. 
Once the eaten portion is in their mouth, premolar and 
molar teeth with flattened tops, like ours, grind the food.  
They do not have a dentist to tell them to chew the food well 
before swallowing. They quickly swallow poorly chewed 
food and gather more. Soon they wander to a safe place to 
lay and chew their cud that was hurriedly swallowed. Deer, 
like cows, are ruminants and after swallowing food to their 
upper digestive track, they regurgitate it back up for more 
complete grinding. 

While lying in a secure location, they are mostly still and 
quiet while they eat with pleasure and keep watch for pred-
ators. Because they are still, they do not draw attention. It 
is only the moving jaw and occasional head movement that 
might be seen. Their odor could announce their presence, 
but they have long slim legs if they need to jump up and 
bound away. I recall one time a deer jumped up about 15 
feet in front me, where it was hidden in bracken ferns. It 
nearly stopped my heart. By the time I recovered from be-
ing startled, it had disappeared into thick woods.

Unlike deer, rabbits and hares called lagomorphs have 
both upper and lower incisors that cleanly cut twigs. Not 
only are the front teeth sharp for cutting, one set is directly 
behind the other. We have four incisor teeth in a row next 
to each other. By having two incisor teeth directly behind 
another set, it creates excellent snippers. 

After chewing food, it is swallowed and quickly passes 
through the digestive tract without adequate digestion. The 
lagomorphs return to eat their feces and are able to bet-
ter extract more nutrition from the partially digested veg-
etation. The nature niche advantage of quickly eating and 
moving on allows them to consume a large amount of food 
quickly and return to eat rabbit pellets later. They can qui-
etly keep watch for danger while gathering already eaten 
food. 

There are no hares in the local area. It is necessary to trav-
el farther north to find snowshoe hares. They are larger than 
cottontail rabbits, with larger feet that aid them in moving 
on top of snow instead sinking in. Cottontails remain brown 
in winter, but snowshoe hares change to a white winter coat 
that helps them camouflage in snow covered surroundings. 

Both rabbits and hares have restricted home ranges they 
know well. Hiding locations and shelters are readily acces-
sible. When startled, they flee but make a broad circle in 
order to remain in known territory. 

Follow tracks when they are obvious during the beautiful 
snowy season. They will lead to interesting places. Along 
the way you will get to see where branches were sharply 
snipped. If a deer path crosses, you might diverge to follow 
it to where you can find a twig that was gummed and ripped 
instead of being cut. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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State forest fuelwood permits available 
now at no cost

For the second year in a row, the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources will offer free permits to cut fuelwood from 
dead and downed trees in approved areas of Michigan’s state 
forests.

This year, fuelwood season began March 1—earlier than in 
previous years to help people who might be facing economic 
hardship during the heating season due to COVID-19.

“We are trying to make the permit process as simple and effec-
tive as possible,” said Jeff Stampfly, chief of the DNR’s Forest 
Resources Division.

Like last year, residents need to use an online permit which 
can be found at Michigan.gov/Fuelwood. First, use the fuelwood 
map button to locate the township and range where you would 
like to collect. Then, use the Fuelwood Permit button to bring up 
a fillable pdf. Complete the form, enter the township and range of 
the map that you will be using (for example, T22N, R09W), and 
then print, sign and carry it with you when you go to cut wood.

Please note that permits are for use on designated state forest 
land in the Upper Peninsula and the northern Lower Peninsula. 
The quality and quantity of dead wood varies by location. DNR 
staffers suggest you visit the site where you plan to cut before ap-

plying for a permit. Some sites still may be inaccessible due to 
snow in March, so check the area where you plan to cut to make 
sure you can reach it before filling out the permit form.

Fuelwood permits allow for collection of up to five standard 
cords of wood per household. Wood is for personal use only and 
cannot be resold or traded. Wood must be dead and down with-
in 200 feet of a road. No off-road use of vehicles is permitted to 
gather wood.

Permits are good for 90 days after they are issued; all permits 
expire Dec. 31 regardless of issue date.

Between the pages, a history lies
Porcupine Mountains logbooks offer glimpse into personal park experiences
By Katie Urban, Michigan Department of Natural Resources

A wintry scene is shown from the Mirror Lake Cabin at Porcupine 
Mountains Wilderness State Park. (Dave Braithwaite photo)

A 1977 drawing from the Section 17 Cabin at Por-
cupine Mountains Wilderness State Park is shown. 
Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR.

Porcupine Mountains Wil-
derness State Park is made 
up of 60,000 acres of massive 
trees, rolling mountains, fa-
bled shores, and everlasting 
memories.

Also known as “the Por-
kies,” this western Upper 
Peninsula destination prides 
itself on the ideals of true nat-
ural, wilderness beauty and 
keeping Michigan’s largest 
state park as wild as possible.

Though a good deal of this 
place is a primitive area, evi-
dence of human activity is not 
absent.

In fact, the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Re-
sources has tucked 23 rustic 
backcountry cabins or yurts 
into this stunning landscape, 
which are nestled into some 
truly beautiful spaces.

 Upon arrival to an empty 
cabin, each visitor likely feels 
the initial excitement at the 
start of a new adventure.

The faint smell of wood-
smoke soon wafts from the 
small metal stove that sits in 
the corner, a neat stack of dry 
firewood towers to its side. 
The scuffed wooden floor 
supports a few sets of bunk 
beds and a small, well-worn 
wooden table.

Somewhere in each one of 
these cabins there is a beat-
en-up old book, not the one 

filled with the brochures and 
instructions of how to navi-
gate the park, but the one full 
of the first-hand history of this 
tiny place surrounded by so 
much wild. 

As is the case at state parks 
across Michigan, the cabin 
logbook is somewhat of a se-
cret treasure here at the Por-
cupine Mountains. Each visi-
tor who reserves a stay in one 
of the cabins has the option to 
write his or her story.

With 23 cabins and yurts 
across the span of 76 years, 
the park has gathered quite 
the collection of books and 
stories. 

Within the pages of these 
books is the history of the 
park, written by the people 
who took the time to enjoy it. 

What do complete strang-
ers write in these books? The 
answer is not so simple; with 
so many different ages, per-
sonalities, backgrounds, and 

viewpoints contributing, the 
content is broad. 

A very common theme is 
the individual adventures—
what types of critters scurried 
by on their hike in, what was 
packed for a meal or a little 
insight about themselves. 
Most stories are of good 
times, while others had a bit 
more traumatizing stay.

One entry from 1992, at the 
Lily Pond cabin, reads:

“We had three visitors this 
morning. Three very cute and 
comical otters were playing 
by the dam. I took 20 pic-
tures and they wanted more! 
So, hopefully, they will come 
back to meet the next people. 
The sun is rising over the lake 
and it’s a beautiful morning.”

A visitor to the Greenstone 
Cabin in 1984 wrote: 

“My six-month-old fell 
out of the backpack headfirst 
when my husband bent over 
to grab my three-year-old 

who was falling down the 
bank. Am I having a good 
time you ask?”

Many authors in the Porkies 
logbooks like to write to the 
strangers that will be coming 
in behind them. A lot of times, 
they give advice from expe-
rience learned or knowledge 
they deem worth sharing. 
Some authors have burning 
confessions, honest apolo-
gies, or a simple heads-up to 
the next night’s residents.

Some examples of the vari-
ety include:  

“The wildflowers are so 
beautiful; be prudent in pick-
ing them. Let enough flowers 
stay to carry seeds and contin-
ue to keep these woods full of 
nature’s variety.” - Whitetail 
Cabin, 1991

“Sorry about the burnt pop-
corn smell. There’s an expla-
nation for that. We burnt the 
popcorn. Expert backpackers 
       HISTORY -  continues on page 16
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ya’ know.” - Greenstone Cabin, 1984
“We tried some freeze-dried powdered eggs—they’re awful!! 

Chili-mac is great though.” - Lake of the Clouds Cabin, 2008
“I’m avoiding to tell my brother that I lost one of his spoons 

“tackle.” I’m notorious for decorating trees with spinners and 
what not.” - Greenstone Cabin, 1984

“My sister puked outside, so don’t step in it. Had some 
marshmallows. Very hot in here especially on the top bunks, so 

sleep on the bottom. Had a relaxing weekend. Went cross-coun-
try skiing a lot, saw a deer, more deer poop than deer, don’t step 
in that either.” - Whitetail Cabin, 1992 

Humans thrive on telling tales. Many myths are started by 
word-of-mouth stories passed down through generations that 
are then put down on paper and become legends.

 The visitors to the Porkies cabins have crafted several leg-
ends over the years.

One example is the tale of a large mouse in the Buckshot Cab-
in. He was fitted with the name “Grizzly Mouse, the Good Ole’ 
Buckshot Bear,” and he terrorized the cabin in the late 1970s.

Many visitors wrote of sightings or of hearing the mouse rus-
tling in the night. Others shared advice on how to outwit him to 

thwart his plans of stealing food or precious supplies. 
“Have taken good advice of past dwellers to Buckshot. Put 

food under pails and pots. ‘grizzly’ won’t get your food. Then 
he will get discouraged and leave.” - Buckshot Cabin 1977

“Doug told Steve the legend, of the little log house. And the 
ferocious field varmint, named Grizzly the mouse. We slept 
through the night, with both terror and fright. Because Grizzly 
the mouse had threatened to bite.” - Buckshot Cabin 1978

Cabin users have expressed themselves in ways other than 
storytelling, including poetry, music and art. Here’s a sample 
from the Greenstone Cabin in 1986:
“We stayed in this wilderness camp,
Without rain we didn’t get damp. 

Saw no bears, it doesn’t 
matter, 
Ate lots of food, we all got 
fatter.
We love it in the porcupine 
mountains, too bad there 
aren’t more fresh-water 
fountains.”

A Mirror Lake two-bunk 
cabin visitor offered this from 
1992: 

“I feel fine, talkin’ bout 
piece of mind, I’m gonna take 
my time, livin’ the good life 
…”

Another theme running 
through the guest logbooks 
is people yelling at previous 
cabin renters about being 
slobs, critiquing each other on 
their backpacking methods 
or long entries that highlight 
very many rules that are bro-
ken (dogs in cabins, cutting 
down trees, too many people, 
etc.)

These complaints, perhaps 
a precursor to today’s social 
media posts, date back in the 
logbooks as far as the 1960s.

People come from all over 
the world come to stay in 
the park’s little cabins in the 
woods. They come for many 
reasons: solitude, adventure 
or building bonds with family 
or friends.

For most cabin users 
through the years, there seems 
to be a common denominator. 
No matter if they were stay-
ing for a week or a single 
night, that empty room with 
a bed and a stove becomes a 
home.

And just like home, one 
is sad to go, but many leave 
behind the promise of return, 
because they’ve fallen in love 
with this wild, adventurous 
place. 

A visitor to the Buckshot 
Cabin in 1977 summed it up 
nicely:

“I finally feel at ease with 
the world. Free from ten-
sion and anxiety. Free from 
all worldly pressures I must 
face in my everyday struggle. 
Yes, I have found my place; a 
place where I can belong. But 
why must I leave and when 
can I return?”

For more information on 
Porcupine Mountains Wilder-
ness State Park, its cabins and 
yurts, trails and more, visit 
Michigan.gov/Porkies. 
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