
PP        STST
TheThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREEFREE  but pricelessbut priceless

Vol. XXXV   No. 8  Thursday, February 24, 2022
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

INSIDE 
THIS ISSUETwo MSP troopers given bravery award

From L to R: Tpr. Elie Awad, Capt. Hinz, Tpr. Trevor Rogers as they receive their citation for 
bravery.

Michigan State Police 
Troopers Elie Awad and 
Trevor Rogers, both from 
the Lakeview Post, were 
two of five troopers in the 
state honored last Friday, 
February 18, with a citation 
for bravery. It was one part 
of the annual awards cere-
mony which celebrated 60 

department members who 
earned promotion, achieved 
35 years of service, or were 
awarded other special recog-
nitions.

The Citation for Bravery 
is awarded when a member 
knowingly performs an act 
in the line of duty which en-
dangers or exposes him or 

herself to serious injury and 
when, because of the nature 
of the action, a life may be 
saved, a serious crime pre-
vented, or a person arrested 
who has committed a serious 
crime.

Troopers Awad and Rog-
ers were given the award for 
their response to an armed 

subject who fired upon law 
enforcement.

According to Public In-
formation Officer Spl/Lt. 
Michelle Robinson, on the 
afternoon of February 21, 
2021, Troopers Awad and 
Rogers responded to a call 
of a male with a long gun 
standing in traffic in the 
Edmore area in Montcalm 
County. The incident oc-
curred in the 9700 block of 
North Wyman Road, and it 
was reported that the armed 
subject was exhibiting ir-

rational behavior. The sus-
pect, later identified as An-
drew Allen Courser, age 38, 
from Edmore, was firing his 
weapon near residences and 
yelling at passing motorists.

While the troopers were 
enroute to the location, the 
call was updated to report 
that the male was now at-
tempting to gain access to 
an occupied residence. Ad-
ditionally, it was reported 
that the suspect was armed 
with an AK-47 rifle and a 

 Tpr. Elie Awad Tpr. Trevor Rogers

Odyssey of the Mind team 
headed to state

Public Health order expires
By Judy Reed

Both the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services and the Kent 
County Health Department 
sent out notices lasts week 
regarding the “recovery 
phase” of Covid-19. 

The MDHHS announced 
the state is officially in a 
post surge recovery phase 
and lifted the mask advisory 
for most public places, in-
cluding schools. The excep-
tion is high-risk congregate 
care settings.

Kent County Administra-
tive Health Director Adam 
London said that in De-
cember when Omicron hit, 

“Kent County was experi-
encing a pandemic high of 
over 1,200 diagnosed cases 
on average per day and the 
positivity rate of COVID-19 

tests was over 40%. We are 
now averaging 158 new di-
agnosed cases per day and 
the positivity rate of new 
tests is standing at an aver-

age of 15.4% and dropping 
quickly.” He said that hos-
pitals have also seen Covid 
inpatient numbers in hos-
pitals fall from near 400 to 

less than 200.
London said the health 

department has had inqui-
ries on whether they will 
mandate Covid vaccination 
for the public, and he said 
they will not. “Eligible per-
sons are encouraged to get 
vaccinated, however, this 
office will not mandate the 
vaccine for the public,” he 
said.

All public health orders 
have expired. The one in 
place for schools expired 
last Friday. Cedar Springs 
Public Schools posted an 
announcement regarding 
changes to their guidelines.

“With this shift, the fol-
lowing changes that go into 
effect immediately for stu-
dents, staff, and guests of 

Cedar Springs Middle School Odyssey of the Mind T=team members include (from L to R): 
Talon Smith, Zephaniah Kirsch, Luke Brown, Catriona Van Sweden, Blake Stump, Kaleb 

Russell, and Quentin Bliss. Coached by Rachel Stump and Kimberly Durkee.

Cedar Springs Middle 
School Odyssey of the 
Mind team showed off their 
creativity and placed 2nd at 
their regional competition 
held February 12, 2022, 
at North Rockford Middle 
School. 

They had to create a 
humorous circus perfor-
mance, which included 
three original circus acts 
and two original animals 

that performed a trick. The 
theme they created was 
based on school. They had 
a class clown, bookworm, 
teacher’s pet, strongest stu-
dent, a young person who 
unknowingly showed up 
in the circus world, a prin-
cipal as the ringmaster, and 
a mysterious figure also 
known as the Janitor.

East Rockford Middle 
School came in first, Cedar 

Springs was second, North 
Rockford Middle School 
was third, Greenville Mid-
dle School was fourth, and 
Renaissance Public Acade-
my placed fifth.

The team will move on to 
compete at State Finals at 
Thornapple Kellogg Middle 
School in Middleville on 
March 12, 2022. We con-
gratulate you on your hard 
work and dedication and 
wish you the best of luck at 
State Finals!
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Artist meet and greet at O’Flynn’s
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Celebrate 
Michigan Beer 

at the 
Winter Beer Festival. 
We’ll see you this Saturday at 

LMCU Ballpark.  
Winter robin or 
spring robin?
By Judy Reed

B e r n i e 
Hale, of So-
lon Town-
ship, sent us 
this photo of 
a robin in his 
yard. We’ve 
been hear-
ing of other 
people see-
ing robins as 
well. 

Are they signs of spring?
We certainly don’t know for sure, but according to what 

Ranger Steve Mueller told us a few years ago, it’s also 
possible they could be robins that wintered here. “Many 
stay around but mostly in swamp areas during the winter. 
They seek berries during the winter and show up in peo-
ple’s yards feeding on crab apples and things like that,” he 
explained.

According to results of the Christmas Bird Count that he 
posted in Nature Niche in January, they counted 142 robins. 

But whether they are newly arrived or whether they win-
tered here, a robin always gives us hope that spring is just 
around the corner!

Library glow in the dark party

Kids had fun last Friday at the Cedar Springs Public Library glow-in-the-dark 
party. 

Last Friday night, 
February 18, the Cedar 
Springs Public Library 
partied after hours in a 
Glow-in-the-Dark event!  
Kids ages 6-11 got to par-
ticipate in glow bowling, 
painted glow pictures, 
danced around to their fa-
vorite songs and even got 

to make and take home glow-in-the-
dark slime! It was a huge hit that left 

many kids asking when they could 
come back and do it again!  

Painting by Wayne Vander Hout

Saturday, March 5th, Artist Meet 
and Greet with Wayne Vander Hout

Stop by O’Flynn’s on March 5th from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and watch an artist bring a painting to life! Wayne Vander 
Hout will be doing an acrylic painting in person during the 
Artist Meet and Greet. Ask him any questions you want 
about his process or tools, and learn about his artists’ jour-
ney.

Artist Info:
Wayne Vander Hout
I’m 60 years old. I have been painting since 2014, and 

have been a cabinet maker for most of my life. I make my 
own frames for all of my paintings, as well as some furni-
ture. I do Acrylic or oil painting, my black and whites are 
the most popular, some are as large as 30”x 48”. I also cre-
ate some 16” by 20”, and many 11”x14” paintings. There 
is quite a variety to choose from priced between $20 and 
$240.

Links to my social media
No social media

Saturday, March 19th from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Young Entrepreneur’s Day

Join us for our semiannual Young Entrepreneur’s Day to 
support these amazing and talented kids!

They’ve worked hard creating great items for you to en-
joy! Stop out and be a part of this great learning experience 
with them and help encourage them to continue developing 
their skills and talents into adulthood.

Young Entrepeneur’s Day supports talented kids from the area.



Michigan State Police recently 
named Motor Carrier Officer Mick-
ey Parling, of the Lakeview Post, as 
Motor Carrier Officer of the Year.

The Motor Carrier Officer of the 
Year Award recognizes the MSP 
motor carrier officer who symbol-
izes outstanding professional eth-
ics, dedication to duty and concern 
for giving back to their community. 
Parling serves as a field training of-
ficer, background investigator, re-
cruiter, motor coach inspector, size 
and weight instructor, and is certi-
fied in post-crash investigation, in 
addition to his daily duties as a mo-
tor carrier officer. 

Additionally, he implemented an of-
ficer mentoring program among fellow 
motor carrier officers and successfully 
brought the first officer through the 
process. In his community, Parling has 
completed a multitude of commercial 
motor vehicle safety and “Truckers 
against Trafficking” human trafficking 
awareness presentations. More recent-
ly, because blood is desperately need-
ed right now, Parling helped co-host a 
successful blood drive. Parling enlist-
ed with the MSP in 2006, graduating 
as a member of the 16th Motor Carrier 
Officer Recruit School. 

Congratulations, MC Officer Mick-
ey Parling!

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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POST TRAVELS?
We need your photos!
Are you going on vacation? Be sure to take along a 

printed edition of the Post and get someone to snap a 
photo of you or your family with it. Send it to us along 
with some info about your trip (where you went, who 
went along, what you saw) and send the photo and 
info to news@cedarspringspost.com. 

We will print as space allows.

One week remains until special elections in 
four Michigan counties

Motor Carrier 
Officer of the Year

Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over results 
released
Officers made 4,099 traffic 
stops, took 140 impaired drivers 
off roads during holidays

MC Officer Mickey Parling

With one week until Election Day on March 1, when four 
Michigan House districts will hold special elections, citi-
zens who received but have not yet returned their absentee 
ballot are encouraged to hand deliver it to a local drop box 
or their clerk’s office to avoid postal delays.

Absentee ballots must be received by the voter’s city 
or township clerk by 8 p.m. on Election Day to be count-
ed. Voters in districts holding special election primaries 
can also vote in person at their polling place on March 1. 
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Special election primaries will be held in the following 
House districts:

• 15th in Wayne County
• 36th in Macomb County
• 43rd in Oakland County
• 74th in Kent County
“With one week remaining until these districts hold spe-

cial elections, clerks stand ready to assist voters in making 
their voices heard in their communities,” said Secretary of 
State Jocelyn Benson. “Voters have options to cast their 
ballot, and whether you vote in person or by drop box, you 
can be confident that each option is safe and secure.”

Eligible Michiganders who have not yet registered to 
vote can do so in person at their city or township clerk’s 
office now through 8 p.m. on Election Day. They can also 

request and submit an absen-
tee ballot at the clerk’s office 
in the same trip.

The March 1 special election 
primary will determine the candi-
dates to fill partial terms for the va-

cated seats in the respective districts, 
meaning those elected in the May 3 
special general election will serve un-

til Dec. 31, 2022. The seats to be filled 
will represent districts based on the dis-
trict maps that have been in effect since 

the prior state redistricting took place after the 2010 census.
Primaries and general elections for the next term, begin-

ning Jan. 1, 2023, and based on the new district maps from 
the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commis-
sion, will be held in August and November of this year.

Clerks’ offices are required to be open for eight hours the 
weekend before the election. Voters should contact their lo-
cal clerk for their hours of operation this weekend.

Voters can find more information including a sample bal-
lot and the location of their clerk’s office and polling place 
at Michigan.gov/Vote.

See last week’s Post, dated February 17, for the can-
didates running for the 74th District seat, or visit https://
cedarspringspost.com/2022/02/17/special-election-to-fill-
74th-district-house-seat/.

Law enforcement officers from 80 police depart-
ments, sheriff offices and Michigan State Police 
(MSP) posts recently increased patrols across the 
state during the holiday “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” enforcement campaign that ran from De-
cember 17, 2021, to January 1, 2022.

Before and during the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, law enforcement officers throughout 
Michigan participated in the enforcement cam-
paign with the goal of saving lives and decreasing crashes by 
stopping impaired drivers.

“If you are impaired by any substance you shouldn’t drive. 
The goal of this campaign was to get dangerous drunk and 
drugged drivers off our roadways,” said Alicia Sledge, interim 
director of the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning 
(OHSP). “Officers were able to take 140 impaired drivers off 
our roads and issue more than 900 speeding citations, making 
it safer for everyone.”

Preliminary reports indicate officers made 4,099 traffic 
stops, arrested 127 drunk drivers and 13 drivers under the in-
fluence of drugs, and issued 906 speeding citations and 35 seat 
belt citations. In addition, officers made 103 felony arrests and 
309 misdemeanor arrests during the enforcement period.

In Michigan, it is illegal to drive with a blood alcohol con-
centration (BAC) of .08 or higher, although motorists can be 
arrested at any BAC level if an officer believes they are im-
paired. Michigan’s drunk driving law contains a zero-tolerance 
provision for drivers with certain illegal drugs in their system. 
The same penalties for drunk driving also apply to those con-
victed under the zero-tolerance drug provision.

According to the 2020 Michigan Annual Drunk Driving Au-
dit by the MSP, 41.8 percent of all fatal crashes that occurred 
involved alcohol, drugs or 
both.

In their holiday enforce-
ment reports, officers state-
wide witnessed an alarming 
number of vehicles traveling 
well above the posted speed 
limit.

The “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” campaign is 
supported with federal traffic 
safety funds provided by the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation and the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and is coordinat-
ed by the OHSP.

 

6481 SW Greenville rd. Greenville, MI
Call (616) 754-6101

OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am-6pm • Closed Sunday

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress
NORTHTOWNNORTHTOWN
Larry’sLarry’s  

Supporting our Local Newspaper



The Cedar Springs POSTPage 4  Thursday, February 24, 2022

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

ObituaryObituary
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Church ConnectionChurch Connection
From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

ChurchChurch

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

DirectoryDirectory

The hardest secret for a man to keep is 
his opinion of himself.

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according 

as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
Romans 12:3

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

•

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

ADVERTISE ADVERTISE 
Your Church Your Church HEREHERE
Call Call 616.696.3655616.696.3655

MICHAEL R. MCGUIRE
Michael R. 
McGuire age 
70 of Pierson, 
died Tuesday, 
February 15, 
2022 at his 
home. Mr. 
McGuire was 
born July 19, 
1951 in Lamar, 
MO the son 
of Gerald 
and Thelma 
Joy (Faurot) 
McGuire. He graduated from high school in 
Syracuse, NY and then served his country in 
the U.S. Navy. In his younger years, Mike 
enjoyed playing on a softball league with 
his brothers. He enjoyed golfing, bowling, 
boating, target shooting and sci-fi books 
and shows. Mike was a proud conservative 
who loved his country. He loved manual 
stick shift sports cars. In his older years, 
Mike took pride in his home ownership, his 
grandchildren and his relationship with his 
son-in-law. He loved his grandchildren and 
was very proud of his daughter. Surviving 
are his wife, Maureen; daughter, Megan 
(Daniel) Beattie; grandchildren, Elysia, 
Elyjah, Daniel Jr., Shyla, Leilani, Mason, 
Mariah and one on the way, Asher Michael; 
great-granddaughter, Stella; siblings, 
Cynthia (Russ) Blocksidge, Jim (Mary-
beth) McGuire, Scott (Valerie) McGuire; 
sister, Erica (Frank) Germano; many nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded in death by 
his brother, Randy. The family will greet 
friends Friday, February 25 from 1 – 3 p.m. 
at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs where a time of sharing 
and a prayer will close the afternoon at 
2:45 p.m. Military honors by the Kent 
County Veterans Honor Guard. Memorial 
contributions may be made to his wife.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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IMAGE OF GODIMAGE OF GOD
The end of February seems like an in-between time; Christmas and the 

Super Bowl are over, Lent and the Easter season are yet to come. The win-
ter weather is no longer a novelty, and we know we have weeks of bitter 
cold before spring arrives. In this in-between time, how are we caring for 
ourselves and for one another?

Do grouchiness and impatience threaten to take hold? I know I struggle 
with that from time to time, and when I read the news, I can see that others 
do as well. How can a Christian perspective help us to work past this, or 
even overcome it?

Genesis 1:27 tells us that humanity was created in the image of God. We 
are made to be reflections of the goodness of God, because God created us 
in love. Psalm 139:13-14 (NRSV) says, “For it was you who formed my 
inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” God knows us intimately and loves 
us still! 

1 John 4:19 (NRSV) reminds us that “We love because he first loved us.” 
When we see ourselves as beloved of God, in all our vulnerability, we can 
begin to appreciate the beauty and vulnerability of those around us, also 
beloved of God, made in the image of God. We can begin to see the image 
of God in the faces of those with whom we disagree, those who get under 
our skin, those who could easily become the target of our grouchiness and 
impatience. 

In this time of waning winter, I invite you to pray, as often as you feel the 
doldrums creeping in:

Eternal God, You know me. You know the bright light and the dark cor-
ners of my heart. Thank you for creating me, for loving me, for walking 
through this life with me. 

God of all creation, as I feel your presence in my life, help me to look past 
human limitations and see first the reflection of your goodness in the faces 
of those around me. As you have blessed me with grace, help me to bless 
others with the same.

Amen.
Blessings and peace,

Pastor Michelle
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection
BraveryBravery
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Church Church 
ConnectionConnection

is online @ is online @ 
http://cedarspringspost.com/http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/churchconnection/category/churchconnection/
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Every Life Tells A Story...

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

88 EAST DIVISION STREET
SPARTA, MI 49345-1394

Phone 616.887.1761
Fax 616.887.2870

MANAGER/OWNER:
Thomas Cheslek

Brandon Poortenga
Timothy Valk

Timothy Plaisier

www.hesselcheslek.com

BURIALS • CREMATIONS • PRE-ARRANGEMENTSMonuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

VERA JEAN BORST
August 18, 1925 - September 27, 2007

In loving memory of our friend and 
neighbor, a talented story teller who could 
keep us amused for hours. As a member of 
many community organizations, lay-pastor, 
poet, writer, dog lover and loyal friend, she 
is greatly missed for the love and joy she 
brought to so many lives.

REX MORRIS
We can no longer see you with our eyes,
but we will feel you in our hearts forever.
Sometimes you never know the value of a 
moment, until it becomes a memory.

Your loving family

THANK YOU

The Lyle Perry Jr. family wishes to thank 
the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, the 
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, 
the friends and family who came to see us at 
Dad’s visitation and his memorial service. 
It was wonderful. Also thank you for the 
prayers, food, flowers and donations in our 
father’s name. We appreciate it.

Lyle & Ellen Perry and family
Liz & Dennis Boe and family

Lenn Perry
Lonn & Ruth Perry and family

65TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY

MemorialMemorial

Thank YouThank You

AnniversaryAnniversary

BILL AND 
PAT CAMPBELL

Happy 65th wedding anniversary to Billy 
Ray and Patricia Campbell, of Big Rapids! 
Bill and Pat were married, on February 23, 
1957, in Lepanto, Arkansas. Bill is the son 
of Rev. Ray and Ollie Campbell, and Pat is 
the daughter of Jesse and Dora Hortman. 
Bill’s dad conducted the ceremony. The 
couple lived with Bill’s parents for a bit, 
and then later moved to Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, where Pat’s family had relocated. 
The couple lived in various areas around 
northern Kent County, including Sparta, 
and later moved to Big Rapids. They are 
an inspiration and have shown their family 
what true love looks like! They have three 
children, Judy (Steve) Reed, Tracey (Jeff) 
Price, and Steve (Kathy) Campbell; several 
grandchildren, Rachel (Josh) Hunt; Jessica 
(Joe) Williams, Steven Reed, Crystal 
Hunter, Holly Hunter, Donald Hunter, 
Sabrina Campbell, Emma Campbell, and 
Justin Campbell; and great-grandchildren 
Atlas Hunt, Maverick Hunt, Ember Hunt, 
Landon Prater, Christian Prestridge, Caleb 
Prestridge, Amelia Hunter, and another 
baby Hunt expected soon! We all love you 
and happy 65th anniversary!

From your family

handgun.
Upon arriving at the residence, the troop-

ers approached on foot in knee-deep snow 
and soon encountered the armed subject. The 
troopers gave loud verbal commands for him 
to drop his weapon, which he refused to do.  
Instead, he turned and fired several rounds 
from the rifle at Troopers Awad and Rogers. 
The two troopers attempted to take cover in 
the open area, with Trooper Awad returning 
fire to force the subject to take cover him-
self, giving the troopers the critical time they 
needed to seek better cover.

Trooper Awad reported seeing rounds hit-
ting the snow dangerously close to his posi-
tion.  And later, an evidence technician found 
15 rounds that were fired by the subject.

From their position, the troopers spotted 
the man moving north on a nearby road but 
chose not to fire again due to approaching 
traffic. The armed subject fled to a nearby 
barn, and the troopers took quick action to 
evacuate a family out of a home on the prop-
erty.

During this time, Trooper Awad continu-
ously updated responding units of the fluid 
situation.  His communication was clear, 
concise, and well understood, which allowed 
perimeters to be established and response 
plans to be made.

Members of the MSP Emergency Support 
Team, Aviation, and Canine were dispatched 
to the scene.  After an approx. four-hour 
stand-off, Courser emerged from the barn 
with the firearm and was confronted by 
Emergency Support Team members. Cours-
er did not obey commands to drop the weap-
on and instead leveled it at troopers, who 
fatally shot him when he didn’t comply with 
their commands to drop the firearm. 

The quick actions of Trooper Awad and 
Trooper Rogers to engage the suspect and 
put him on the defense, potentially saved the 
lives of nearby civilians around the scene.  
As a result of their brave actions, no other 
civilians or MSP personnel were injured.

In awarding the Michigan State Police 
Bravery Award, the Board of Awards found 
that these troopers knowingly endangered 
their own lives in order to protect others.

The other troopers cited for bravery in-
cluded Tpr. Eric Morrow, of the First Dis-
trict, for his response to a head-on traffic 
crash on US-127 in Ingham County that oc-
curred in August 2021; Tpr. Jacob Strong, of 
the Alpena Post, for the safe rescue of two 
persons trapped inside a burning home; and 
Tpr. Jason DeVries, of the Niles Post, who 
was shot while conducting a traffic stop. 

OrderOrder
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Cedar Springs Public Schools District:
• Isolation is not required for a student 

or staff member who tests positive for 
COVID-19.

• Quarantining is not required for a student 
or staff member exposed to COVID-19.  

• Students or staff members who display 
symptoms of any contagious illness should 
stay home until fever or symptom-free.

If a student or staff member tests positive 
for COVID-19 or is exposed to someone 
who has tested positive, contacting your 
health care provider is recommended.  

Our district will continue to report pos-
itive cases of communicable diseases for 
staff members or students to the KCHD (as 
required by the Public Health Code).

The federal mandate for mask-wearing on 
public transportation (school buses) is still 
in place until March 18. We will continue to 
follow this mandate and communicate any 
changes to this in the future.

Visitors will be permitted in build-
ings during the school day following our 
pre-pandemic protocols starting on Mon-
day, February 28, 2022.

Cedar Springs Public Schools will con-
tinue to work with public health officials 
and make the necessary adjustments to our 
practices based on local health department 
orders, the Michigan Department of Health 
and Humans Services (MDHHS), and Cen-
ter for Disease Control guidance.”

We also checked with Creative Technol-
ogies Academy Superintendent Autumn 
Mattson on what they are doing. “We are 
following the recovery phase requirements, 
which includes that all positive cases must 
isolate for 5 days. We are no longer manda-
tory quarantine for close contacts or house-
hold contacts,” she said.

To read the MDHHS press release, go to 
www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/ and click 
on press releases, and go to the most recent 
one dated Feb. 16.

 



Fifty dollars
Morris and his wife, Esther, went to the state fair ev-

ery year. And every year Morris would say, “Esther, I’d 
like to ride in that helicopter.”

Esther always replied, “I know, Morris, but that heli-
copter ride is $50, and $50 is $50.”

One year Esther and Morris went to the fair and Mor-
ris said, “Esther, I’m 85 years old. If I don’t ride that 
helicopter, I might never get another chance.”

To this Esther replied, “Morris, that helicopter ride is 
$50, and $50 is $50.”

The pilot overheard the couple and said, “Folks, I’ll 
make you a deal. I’ll take the both of you for a ride. If 
you can stay quiet for the entire ride and not say a word, 
I won’t charge you! But if you say one word, it’s $50.”

Morris and Esther agreed, and up they went. The pilot 
did all kinds of fancy maneuvers, but not a word was 
heard. He did his daredevil tricks over and over again, 
but still not a word.

When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris and said, 
“By golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, 
but you didn’t. I’m impressed!”

Morris replied, “Well, to tell you the truth, I almost 
said something when Esther fell out, but $50 is $50!”

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 6  Thursday, February 24, 2022

NOTICENOTICE

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar 
Springs 
POST
Newspaper
7,023 people like this
7,302 people follow this

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost

                                                                                              ANSWERS - on page 15

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

ometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

HH

LIVE on StageLIVE on Stage

Cedar Springs Community Players presentsCedar Springs Community Players presents

One Act Play FestivalOne Act Play Festival

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWING

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

Masks required for the unvaccinated. 
Please Social Distance, (Families that live together 
can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

SHOWTIMES: FRI: 6 PM • SAT: 3PM & 6PM • SUN: 3PM
TicketsTickets
ONLYONLY  

$$3.003.00eaea

FEBRUARY 
25 • 26 • 27

MARCH 4-6
COMING COMING 

SOON!SOON!

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Feb. 24, Mar. 3: Meals are served every Thursday fom 
5:30 to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of 
Oak and Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this 
free meal that is being shared with us! #tfn

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Mar. 1,8,15: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from 
Northern Kent County and the surrounding area to a 
Tuesday Evening Meal. No charge – no registration 
required!  Served from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John 
Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For 
more information, call the Church office at 616-696-
3904. #51-20

BUNCO!
Mar. 4: Bunco on the first Friday of the month. – March 
4. Sponsored by Rockford Order of the Eastern Star – 
Bring a friend, everyone welcome! Doors open and light 
refreshments at 6 pm, and play begins at 6:30. Rockford 
Masonic Lodge, 1430 Northland Drive NE (across from 
Bell Furniture). $5.00 donation to play. You may bring 
your own snack if you wish or one to share. Join us for 
lots of fun, fellowship, prizes and a 50/50 raffle each 
night. Questions? Call: Janet 616-784-5372. Proceeds 
planned for North Kent Connect this month. Weather 
note - if schools are closed we won’t meet. #8

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE 1940s

ACROSS
1. Decree
6. *U.S./U.S.S.R.’s cold one
9. Harry Potter’s mark
13. Syrup flavor
14. ____ Khan
15. Bird of prey’s nest
16. Lieu
17. H+, e.g.
18. Bashful or Happy
19. *”1984” author George
21. *Best-selling pop artist Bing
23. Writer ____ Monk Kidd
24. Genghis or Kubla
25. Cranberry habitat
28. Not nice
30. Saddle holders
35. *Boris Karloff’s movie “The ____,” pl.
37. Actress Barrymore
39. Asian goat antelope
40. Supernatural life force
41. Seethes
43. South African antelope
44. Cook from above
46. Rotisserie part
47. Not odd
48. Italy in Italian
50. What snob puts on
52. .0000001 joule
53. Sound of a dropped tome
55. Beer acronym
57. *____ Doctrine, U.S. foreign policy
60. *”How Green Was My ____”
63. Another word for nutria
64. Ciao in the U.S.
66. Trip guide
68. Surveyor’s maps
69. Afflict
70. Will alternative

71. Additionally
72. Nucleic acid
73. Term of endearment

DOWN
1. Emergency acronym
2. *1949 international org.
3. Copycat
4. Chicken feet
5. Christian hymn (2 words)
6. Graveside sound
7. Gone by
8. TV’s Yellowstone, e.g.
9. Uses a Singer
10. Underwater hermit
11. Ethereal
12. Gridiron official, for short
15. Apollo Creed’s son
20. City in northern England
22. Old towel, e.g.
24. Rollerskater’s protector (2 words)
25. *Disney’s 1942 orphan
26. Abstractionism using optical illusion
27. Kind of salami
29. Crafts’ companion
31. Network of nerves
32. Treasure collection
33. Dreamer?
34. *Popular music style
36. Ship canvas
38. *1939-1945
42. Parallel grooves
45. Acid turns it red
49. “Bingo!”
51. Daryl Hannah’s 1984 movie
54. Open up
56. In spite of the fact, arch.
57. Church sound
58. Swedish shag rugs
59. Plotting
60. Velum, pl.
61. Zeal
62. New Haven University
63. IRS employee?
65. Yang’s opposite
67. Canny
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VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability 
concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 
We use this information to verify the letter’s authentici-
ty. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge 
letters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter 
per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or 
send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

* We only print positive letters about candidates 
one week prior to the election. 

POSTPOST  ScriptsScripts

TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$

Save North Kent Community 
Enrichment

We moved to Cedar Springs in 2017 and instantly fell 
in love with the community, school system and the many 
programs that offer so many great opportunities to try new 
things, get involved in sports and most importantly, make 
ever lasting memories.

One of the programs that has been consistent in provid-
ing my family with such opportunities is NKCE. Although 
we are grateful for the programs our school offers, they are 
limited, especially at the youth level. Without the NKCE, 
many would miss the opportunity to be involved in many 
sports, social events, camps, events and other ways to keep 
them active and busy in a healthy and positive manner. Is 
there a possibility of attending other programs offered in 
different areas? I’m sure there are. However, you leave out 
so many kids with this thinking and usually the ones who 
NEED these programs the most. NKCE provides these 
programs at an affordable cost. Other programs are very 
costly and unaffordable, especially with the current infla-
tion on many of our other needs. There is also the issue of 
transportation. Working parents, vehicle-less parents and 
low-income parents already struggle to transport their kids 
to programs. Why make that harder? Further travel, more 
scheduling issues and less opportunity to rely on other 
community members.

The NKCE creates experiences for kids (and adults) to 
bond with their peers, making connections that will last 
a lifetime, uniting students (making it easier to find fa-
miliarity with each stepping stone and change at school), 

and making it easier for parents to find and grow their own 
tribe. The NKCE gives kids the opportunity to try new 
sports and gain new skills, with less pressure- eventually 
carrying those skills into the Cedar Springs Schools pro-
grams. The NKCE gives opportunities that many low-in-
come, less fortunate families may never experience with-
out it. The NKCE is a selling point for Cedar Springs and 
surrounding areas. The NKCE creates bonding experiences 
and opportunities between parents and kids, that they may 
never receive with the hustle and bustle of daily life. The 
NKCE bonds our community. The NKCE promotes volun-
teering amongst both adults and kids. The NKCE is a leg-
acy of Cedar Springs. The NKCE is something I hope will 
encourage my kids to remain in Cedar Springs and enjoy 
the many benefits with their kids.

I understand the financial concerns with the North Kent 
Community Enrichment program. I,  however, am also 
aware that a new director was hired. A new director with 
a fresh set of ideas. When Jaime Gunderson stepped into 
the role, the program began to flourish. Then, at no fault to 
anyone, the pandemic halted that. We are just now getting 
back to normal. People are excited to get out, again. Many 
are taking every opportunity they can to see other faces, to 
embrace human contact, to just do. Businesses are growing 

substantially. At the least, I think we need to give the pro-
gram an extension of time to rebound from the downward 
spiral of the economy, caused by the pandemic. Programs 
are seeing increases in numbers, businesses are willing to 
make donations, community members are willing to vol-
unteer their time and efforts. Let’s give Ms. Gunderson a 
chance to reinvent the wheel, expand the current programs, 
and add new ones. A chance to implement new fundraising 
ideas.  I strongly believe she is up for the challenge. I also 
am not opposed to a small increase of fees.

We cannot leave these opportunities, programs and ben-
efits up to chance. Maybe other entities will pick up the 
programs that will be lost and fill that void- but, maybe they 
won’t. The last few years have been an on-going nightmare 
to return to normal. The kids have had so much taken from 
them and have been forced to grow up, faster than needed. 
Please don’t take this program and all it has to offer from 
them, too.

 
Samantha VanDyke, City of Cedar Springs

This PostScript is a paid item due to the length.

Taxpayers can start the 2022 tax year off 
right by checking their withholding

Tips for parents who 
share custody or 
alternate tax benefits

Some parents who have a legal agreement with their 
child’s other parent about who claims the child on their tax-
es may have some questions this tax season about the child 
tax credit and the 2021 recovery rebate credit. Here’s what 
people in this situation need to know before filing their 
2021 federal tax return.
Economic Impact Payments and the 
Recovery Rebate Credit

The third Economic Impact Payment was an advance 
payment of the 2021 recovery rebate credit. The IRS used 
taxpayers’ 2020 or 2019 tax information to determine eligi-
bility and amounts. Here’s what this means for people who 
share a qualifying dependent:

*If an eligible taxpayer did not receive a third-round 
Economic Impact Payment for a qualifying dependent they 
will claim on their 2021 tax return, they can claim the 2021 
recovery rebate credit, regardless of any Economic Impact 
Payment the other parent received.

*If a taxpayer received a third-round Economic Impact 
Payment for a dependent they won’t claim on their 2021 
tax return, they are not required to pay back all or part of 
the Economic Impact Payment if, based on the informa-
tion reported on their 2021 tax returns, they should have 
received less.

One way people can get the new tax year off to a good start 
is by checking their federal income tax withholding. They 
can do this using the Tax Withholding Estimator on IRS.gov.

This online tool helps employees avoid having too much or 
too little tax withheld from their wages. It also helps self-em-
ployed people, who have wage income, estimate tax pay-
ments that they should make to avoid unexpected results at 
tax time. Having too little withheld can result in a tax bill or 
even a penalty at tax time. Having too much withheld results 
in less money in their pocket. The estimator can help them 
get to a balance of zero or a desired refund amount.

Taxpayers can use the results from the Tax Withhold-
ing Estimator to determine if they should:

* Complete a new Form W-4, Employee’s Withholding 
Allowance Certificate and submit it to their employer.

* Make an additional or estimated tax payment to the 
IRS.

The Tax Withholding Estimator asks taxpayers to es-
timate:

* Their 2022 income.
* The number of children they will claim for the child 

tax credit and earned income tax credit.
* Other items that will affect their 2022 tax return when 

they file in 2023.
The Tax Withholding Estimator does not ask for person-

ally identifiable information, such as a name, Social Secu-
rity number, address, and bank account numbers. The IRS 
doesn’t save or record the information entered in the Esti-

mator.
Before using the Estimator, it can be helpful for tax-

payers to gather applicable income documents including:
* Their pay stubs
* Forms W-2 from employers to estimate their annual 

income
* Forms 1099 from banks, issuing agencies and other 

payers including unemployment compensation, divi-
dends, distributions from a pension, annuity or retire-
ment plan

* Form 1099-K, 1099-MISC, W-2 or other income state-
ment for workers in the gig economy

* Form 1099-INT for interest received
* Other income documents and records of virtual curren-

cy transactions
These documents are not needed to use the estimator but 

having them handy will help taxpayers estimate 2022 in-
come and answer other questions asked during the process.

The Tax Withholding Estimator results will only be as 
accurate as the information entered by the taxpayer. Peo-
ple with only pension income should not use the Estimator. 
Those with wage income can account for current or future 
pension income. People with more complex tax situations 
should use the instructions in Publication 505, Tax Withhold-
ing and Estimated Tax. This includes taxpayers who owe al-
ternative minimum tax or certain other taxes, and people 
with long-term capital gains or qualified dividends.
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Christopher Conflitti
Four Seasons Insurance 
and Financial Agency
Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Ask the Health Insurance Expert 

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown 
Cedar Springs. He has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and 
Health insurance and has helped hundreds of people get coverage. 

Medicare open enrollment was October 15th thru December 
7th. Enrollment is now closed, but there is STILL an opportunity 
to make a change for 2022. If you have Medicaid and Medicare 
you should contact me. There are significant benefits available 
to you. Also if you have Priority Health for Medicare, contact 
me.  I can help you get the most out of your benefits.  

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

5 Easy Ways to Enhance Digestive Health

FAMILY FEATURES 

As your social schedule picks up steam and you 
attend more social gatherings and celebrations, 
you may find yourself with an unexpected issue: 
digestive troubles. Problems like this can have a 

negative impact on your overall wellness, so it’s important 
to make healthy digestion a priority.

According to Ayurveda, the ancient Indian science 
of how to live long and be healthy, the health of 
the digestive system is the core of optimum health. 
Ayurvedic medicine asserts the digestive system is 
based on the strength and balance of its Agni (fire), 
which enables the body to absorb, digest and assimilate 
food. The teachings suggest an imbalanced Agni creates 
undigested residues, which form toxins that create 
imbalances and can lead to disease.

Some of the dietary guidelines for healthy digestion and 
strong Agni include:
	 n Allowing 4-6 hours between meals
	 n Avoiding eating between meals
	 n Avoiding foods with cold, wet and heavy qualities
	 n Drinking ginger tea or hot water to stimulate the Agni
	 n Starting a meal with pungent (hot), sour and salty flavors
	 n Consuming a small amount of bitter taste before a  

 meal to increase the production of hydrochloric acid in 
 the stomach

Take steps to protect and nurture your digestive health with 
these tips:

Add Fiber to Your Diet
Plant-based foods that are high in fiber fill you up faster, 
so you’re less likely to overeat, and they also help with 
digestive regularity. Increase your intake of high-fiber 
foods like fruits, vegetables, whole grains, beans, lentils, 
nuts and seeds. Take a gradual approach to avoid upsetting 
your digestive tract and bump up your water intake as you 
go since fiber will absorb it and decrease the likelihood you 
experience gas or cramping.

Stay Hydrated
Keeping your body well hydrated is like making sure your 
car’s engine is well lubricated. It keeps all your moving 
parts in sync and operating for top performance. Some fluids 
can also help with detoxification, which can be especially 
beneficial when your social calendar is full and your 
opportunities to overindulge are greater. 

An option like Buddha Teas’ Detox Dharma contains 
detoxifying herbs that stimulate your digestive system. 
Strengthening and soothing herbs are also incorporated 
into this balanced formula resulting in an effective yet 
gentle detox tea. For another solution, Turmeric Ginger Tea 
contains enough black pepper to make curcumin (the active 
ingredient in turmeric) bio-available in hot water, helping 
build healthy Agni.

Eat Slower
In today’s busy world, it’s easy to scarf down a meal in 
record time. However, slowing down gives your body more 

time to process food. You’ll give your brain more time to 
communicate with your stomach and be more aware of when 
you’ve satisfied your hunger. 

Start Exercising 
If you need one more reason to get moving, your digestive 
health could be it. Regular physical activity promotes better 
digestion. However, if you jump into a workout too quickly 
after eating, you could actually do the opposite. Eat light 
before exercising then have a protein-rich balanced meal for 
recovery afterward.

Manage Stress
Too much stress can manifest multiple physical problems, 
including interrupting your digestion. Try mindful meditation 
or another method of relaxing and relieving stress. Getting 
plenty of rest can also help keep stress in check. If you’re 
looking for a good night of sleep, consider Buddha Teas’ 
CBD Sleepy Buddha Blend. Herbs for calming and relieving 
stress are paired with organic, water-soluble, THC-free CBD 
to leave you feeling restored and rejuvenated. 
Find more solutions for enhancing your digestive health 
at buddhateas.com. 

Seven steps to keep you on the path to healthy aging
(BPT) - As you age, your health 

needs change. Staying on top of senior 
wellness activities is important, but it 
can sometimes feel overwhelming. 
Creating a list of health and wellness 
to-do’s can help you stay organized, so 
you look and feel your best.

“Aging well is living well and it all 
starts with a combination of activities 
that can improve our mental and phys-
ical well-being,” says Dr. Scott Kaiser, 
chief executive officer of Determined 
Health and a physician specializing in 
geriatric medicine. “Although health 
and wellness may seem to get increas-
ingly complicated with age, it doesn’t 
have to be a struggle. A few simple 
- and fun - steps can keep us on the 
healthy aging path. By taking a proac-
tive approach and prioritizing health, 
seniors can live their best life.”

Kaiser shares a simple senior-health 
checklist to help keep you or a loved 
one focused on wellness:

1) Annual physical: Everyone’s health is 
different. Even if you see specialists for cer-
tain conditions, it’s typically recommended 
to get an annual physical with your primary 
physician. This is an opportunity for import-
ant health screenings that may include tests to 
evaluate blood pressure, cholesterol, diabetes, 
bone density and more. It’s also a good time 
for you to ask any questions and discuss con-
cerns.

2) Vaccinations: Staying current on rec-
ommended vaccinations can help you stay 

healthy and limit the spread of disease. 
Cold and flu season has arrived, so now 
is the time to ask your doctor about 
getting an influenza vaccine if you ha-
ven’t already. The risk of severe illness 
from COVID also increases with age. 
COVID vaccines are safe and effective 
in preventing severe illness and you 
can help protect yourself and the peo-
ple around you by getting vaccinated.

3) Physical activity: All seniors eli-
gible for Medicare benefits through a 
Medicare Advantage, Medicare Sup-
plement or group retiree plan may be 
eligible to join SilverSneakers at no ad-
ditional cost and have access to live and 
on-demand virtual workouts, including 
nearly 2,000 activities and classes per 
week in a variety of lengths and for-
mats.

4) Social connection: Maintaining 
friendships and connecting with oth-
ers is an important component to sup-
porting physical, mental and emotional 
wellness. Set up coffee with friends. 
Join community groups. Check out 

social engagement opportunities through pro-
grams that feature working out with a group 
of peers to build friendships and community.

5) Mental health: Although prioritizing 
mental health is now more widely accepted, 
it still can be a challenge for older adults to 
admit they need help. Talk with your doctor 
about how you feel and mental health con-
cerns you may have. There are many ways to 
help with a variety of mental health concerns, 
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Child passenger safety program protects area children
Spectrum Health United Lifestyles provides car seats and education.

Driving in a winter wonderland: five safety tips

GREENVILLE, Mich., 
February 21, 2022 – Hun-
dreds of area children are 
riding safely in vehicles 
thanks to the continued 
work of the Spectrum 
Health United Lifestyles 
Child Passenger Safety Pro-
gram.

The program is made 
possible by a grant from 
the Greenville Area Com-
munity Foundation, which 
has supported the program 
since 2017.

In 2021, 112 free or dis-
counted car seats were giv-
en to families along with 
education about car seat 
safety. 

Families who receive 
Medicaid are eligible to 
receive free car seats from 
the Maternal Infant Health 
Program, while discount-
ed car seats are provided 
for families with economic 
hardships.

“The collaboration be-
tween the Greenville Area 
Community Foundation 
(GACF) and Spectrum 
Health United Lifestyles 
(SHUL) investing in com-

munity safety, continues 
to impact the overall qual-
ity of life for families in 
Montcalm County and sur-
rounding areas,” said Kayla 
Johns, program supervisor. 
“This program protects our 
most vulnerable citizens 
and can save lives.” 

The program offers safety 
education facilitated by cer-

tified technicians to ensure 
proper selection, installa-
tion and use of car seats.

“Providing new car seats 
helps reduce the number of 
second-hand seats that do 
not have a known history 
and those that are more than 
six years old,” Johns said. 
“We’re so thankful for the 
community foundation’s 

continued support of this 
important program.”

For more information 
about the program, contact 
Spectrum Health United 
Lifestyles at 616.754.6185.

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Mariakray / iStock via Getty Images Plus

(StatePoint) Though the winter 
season has its joys, it also brings 
unique challenges—especially 
when venturing out in hazardous 
weather.

According to the Federal High-
way Administration, 24% of all 
weather-related vehicle crashes 
happen on snowy, slushy and icy 
pavement, while 15% occur during 
snowfall or sleet. Here are five tips 
to protect yourself, your loved ones 
and your vehicle this season.

1. Invest in winter tires. Snow and 
ice can turn roads into a slippery 
nightmare, posing a real threat for 
drivers. Winter tires, also known as 
snow tires, are uniquely designed 
to increase traction in these condi-
tions and can help avoid accidents.

2. Clear snow and ice before 
hitting the road. Though it can be 
tempting not to, especially when 
you’re in a rush, you should al-
ways fully scrape your vehicle’s 
windows and remove snow from 
its surface before driving. Leav-
ing ice and snow to melt is more 
dangerous than you might think. It 
can slide down the windshield and 
block your view of the road, or even fly into 
nearby traffic, causing damage or obstruct-
ing the vision of other drivers.

3. Keep your distance. Ever heard of the 
“three-second rule?” Experts recommend 

leaving three seconds of distance between 
your vehicle and those ahead of you. To do 
this, watch the car ahead of you pass a land-
mark, then count to three. It should be at 
least three seconds before your car reaches 
the landmark. When the roads are slick or 

icy, be sure to widen the gap. Should you 
need to stop suddenly, the extra space will 
lower your chances of a collision.

4. Slow down! A recent national survey 
by Erie Insurance found that one in 10 driv-
ers admitted to driving at extreme speeds 

(20 mph or more over the speed 
limit) during the early months of the 
pandemic, and many respondents 
say drivers are still going way fast-
er than normal. Speeding is always 
dangerous and can be even more 
hazardous when roads are icy, mak-
ing it harder to control the vehicle 
and avoid skidding. If your vehi-
cle begins to skid, turn the steering 
wheel towards the direction you 
need to go.

5. Monitor and improve driving 
behaviors. Identify bad habits and 
become a safer driver year-round 
with a smartphone app like Your-
Turn from Erie Insurance. YourTurn 
analyzes behaviors such as hard 
braking, speeding and phone use, 
and offers incentives for safe driv-
ing through rewards that can be re-
deemed for gift cards or donated to 
charity.

“It’s especially important to be 
mindful of your driving behavior in 
the winter time,” says Jon Bloom, 
vice president of personal auto at 
Erie Insurance. “By incentivizing 
safe driving habits, we hope to make 
the roads safer for everyone.”

For safer driving experiences, be sure you 
and your car are prepared to handle road 
conditions, this season and beyond.
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The Varsity wrestling team wrapped up the season in the Dis-
trict Finals last week. The team overcame devastating injuries and 
untimely quarantines to finish 18-18 in the season. The boys cele-
brated as victorious Champions of the Battle Creek Challenge on 
Jan 15 and the Cedar Springs Holiday Classic on Dec 29. 

The Hawks placed 3rd in the OK Gold as senior James Jolders-
ma, senior Landon Demorest, and junior Carter Falan took home 
individual Conference Championships. Pacing the team in vic-
tories this season are Falan with 36, Demorest with 34, Keeton 
Klaasen 24, Jaden Ulberg 21, Cole Haack 21, and David Deweese 
19. 

“When everyone was healthy, we were a pretty tough team to 
beat,” remarked tenth year Head Coach Nicholas Emery.

Carter Falan will represent Cedar Springs at Ford Field for State 
Finals March 4-5. Falan placed 3rd at the regional in Allendale on 
February 19, beating Gabe Gair of Sparta.

By James Streeter

Fifteen Red Hawks trav-
eled to Grandville High 
school Sunday to compete 
in the Meijer Winter State 
Games. The medals were 
difficult to come by in this 
tournament, as it drew com-
petitors from across the 
state. 

Coach Troupe observed 

that “these were some of 
the largest brackets we’ve 
seen this season and at this 
point, just before the state 
tournament, everyone is 
hitting on all cylinders, so 
it really pushed our kids to 
the limit!”

Henry Galinis start-
ed things off for the Red 
Hawks With a strong 2nd 

The Red Hawk Bowlers 
are rolling with more vic-
tories. They visited Park 
Lanes, home of the Cath-
olic Central Cougars on 
February 7.  The Cougars 
have a small guys team, 
and Cedar guys defeated 
them 27-3.  The Catholic 
Central girls made our girls 
work for each point, and 
the Red Hawk girls fell to 
CC 19-11.

February 9 was senior 
night and what a night it 
was. Cedar Springs com-
peted against South Chris-
tian at Cedar Springs home 
bowling alley, Rockford 
Lanes.  Cedar had a great 
match. The guys defeated 

South 28-2 and the girls 
won 27-3.

Conference matches 
were February 12-13 for 
the girls and they finished 
4th.  All Conference hon-
ors went to Kloe Fisk, who 
took 3rd with an average of 
167.4; Kayla Walters took 
7th with 152.5; and Kai-
sa Maki placed 10th with 
139.5. Great job, girls!

The guys had their con-
ference matches February 
19-20th and took first place 
in the OK Gold Confer-
ence.  All Conference hon-
ors went to Isaiah Waite 
placing 2nd with an aver-
age of 200; Cody Marshall 
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SPORTSSPORTS
Boys bowlers are conference champs, 
girls take fourth

Wrestlers take third 
in OK Gold, Carter 
Falan heads to state

Youth wrestlers 
compete at Meijer 
State Games

Seniors Andrew Fliearman, Cody Marshall, Kayla Walters, 
Cole Harms, Morgan French, Alex Steil, John Mitchell

          GAMES - continues on page 15

           CHAMPS - continues on page 15

6481 SW Greenville Rd.
616-754-6101

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress
NORTHTOWNNORTHTOWN
Larry’sLarry’s  Serving the community 

for over 46 years

OPEN: MON-SAT  9AM TO 6PM

Pick-Up Pick-Up OROR Delivery Delivery

In StockIn Stock
NOW!NOW!

WMP wrestler wins at 
national tournament

Carter Falan wins a close match against  a previously 
undefeated wrestler from Northview.

Coach Dave Andrus and 
Luke Egan with his two 

Championship Belts.

On Saturday, February 
12, Luke Egan traveled to 
Monticello, Minnesota, for 
the Gopher State Nationals 
tournament. Egan entered 
the 105 lb weight class in 
the 7th/8th grade age divi-
sion. He wrestled his way 
into the finals and claimed 
WRESTLER - continues on page 15



 Ithaca, NY—Many people have turned to Project Feed-
erWatch as an antidote to troubling times and long winter 
months. Participation in this citizen-science project surged 
33% during the last season and, despite the name, it’s not 
even necessary to have a feeder. FeederWatch data are used 
to detect shifts in the numbers and distributions of winter 
birds in the United States and Canada. At the same time, 
participants gain new insight into bird activity in their own 
yard.

“The observations we get about feeder birds have been 
our bread and butter for decades. We want that flow of 
information to keep coming because we’ve learned so 
much,” says FeederWatch leader Emma Greig at the Cor-
nell Lab of Ornithology. “But we’re opening up new possi-
bilities for understanding winter bird movements by adding 
data from areas without feeders. If you’ve taken any action 
to attract birds—installed a water feature or put in special 
native plantings—you can be a FeederWatcher, too.”

FeederWatch participants make periodic two-day counts 
from November through April and can spend as much or as 
little time as they like collecting data. Even counting birds 
once or twice all winter has value.

“Feeding birds is a hugely popular pastime in North 

America, yet we don’t fully understand the impact of all 
the supplementary food that we provide,” says Greig. “By 
participating in FeederWatch without a feeder, people can 
help us create a dataset that will help us better understand 
the impact of bird feeding. It is extremely important work 
and FeederWatch is perfectly poised to do it.”

If you’re new to watching birds and do want to put up a 
feeder, check out the many resources on the FeederWatch 
website, including the food preferences of common feeder 
birds as well as a free download with information about 
winter bird feeding (PDF).

Project FeederWatch is a joint research and education 
project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Birds Can-
ada. To join the tens of thousands of FeederWatch partici-
pants, sign up online at FeederWatch.org. In Canada, con-
tact Birds Canada at (888) 448-2473, toll free or visit the 
Birds Canada website.

The participation fee is $18 in the U.S. ($15 for Cornell 
Lab members) or a donation of any amount in Canada. 
Those making a minimum donation of $50 in Canada will 
receive a subscription to the Birds Canada magazine, Bird-
Watch Canada.
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Michigan’s ice shanty removal dates begin this week. Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR.

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

The Greats 
among us

It is wonderful to know many people are doing great things ev-
ery day. It would be easy to fill this article with the names of local 
people with no room to write about their contributions. I will leave 
it to you to think about the people you know and how they impact 
the community in positive ways. 

As I transcribe my handwritten journals to digital Word Docx, 
I encounter entries about people being recognized. In May 2002, 
I noted in my journal people that have given of themselves and 
were recognized for volunteering by the local Audubon Club. 

At the Grand Rapids Audubon annual meeting Jim Ponshair 
was recognized for 50 years of service for contributing bird sight-
ing records. Such work is time consuming and provided a “per-
manent” record of bird species occurrences in the region. Such 
efforts predated the current e-bird sighting entries. Jim’s work was 
a precursor to what came into existence this century as e-bird.

Today anyone and everyone can easily enter bird sightings to 
the worldwide e-bird platform. It is simple and provides infor-
mation quickly for anyone wanting to know what birds are being 
seen. It allows people to know in real time where they can see 
birds of interest. Thanks to people like Jim who prepared the way 
for the coming of age for information sharing. The Grand Rapids 
Audubon used to have a “phone chain” and when an unusual spe-
cies was sighted, people would call those on the list so they could 
go find the bird. 

Technology can be bothersome, but it has great advantages that 
aid people of common interests. 

Mary Jane Dockeray, who founded Blandford Nature Center as 
her PhD. project, was also recognized that evening with an Hon-
orary Audubon membership for her continued service and volun-
teering over decades. Mary Jane continued to serve the communi-
ty throughout her life. She recently died, but her legacy continues. 

To my surprise that evening, I received the Charlotte Runnell’s 
Environmental Conservation Award. I know readers contribute to 
local organizations as volunteers in ways that enrich the lives of 
those around us. You might not think much about it. Thank you 
for your efforts of being one of the “Greats.”

Weekly we read in the paper about students and adults making 
our community more wonderful. It is not easy. Our local newspa-
pers make a world of difference, and they recognize people that 
would not be highlighted without the effort and commitment of 
the paper’s staff. Volunteers add articles like the nature niche col-
umn. They could not be shared without the work of newspaper 
staff. It is becoming increasingly difficult for small town papers 
to continue. Lois Allen shared the Cedar Springs Post challenges 
that their small staff faces to keep a paper coming your way and 
offered the question, “Is This Our Last Issue?” in a recent article.

I encourage community members to take the initiative to send 
financial support to the local paper you read. Advertisers have 
many avenues for reaching customers. With today’s internet, paid 
advertising has declined in the paper. Thankfully, many business-
es continue to reach out to readers through the paper. It is import-
ant that readers support the paper by by donating. You can pick up 
the paper for “free” at local businesses. Realize it is not “free” and 
your support is critical to maintaining quality local news report-
ing. I implore you to be one of the “Greats Among Us” by volun-
teering to financially support the local paper. Sending a support 
check is a great thing. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Ranger Steve

Leave dead sunflowers standing so birds 
can eat the seeds. Photo by Kim Caruso, 
FeederWatch.

Ice shanty removal dates start 
this week

Help birds from the comfort of home with FeederWatch
Learn more about your backyard birds and contribute to science

Water is a magnet for birds like this Northern Cardinal. Photo by Kim Damico, 
FeederWatch.

Black-capped Chickadee. Photo by Craig Nevers, FeederWatch.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
reminds anglers that ice 
shanty removal dates are 
starting and to always use 
extreme caution when on 
the ice.

Regardless of the set re-
moval dates, changing ice 
conditions could require the 
removal of fishing shanties 
before those dates. This is 
a possibility every year, be-
cause all shanties must be 
removed once ice can no 
longer safely support them.

Shanty owners whose 
structures fall through the 
ice are subject to penalties 
of up to 30 days in jail, 
fines up to $500, or both. 
If a shanty is removed by 
a government agency, the 

court can require the owner 
to reimburse that agency for 
up to three times the cost of 
removal.

Lower Peninsula
Ice shanties on Lake St. 

Clair, located northeast of 
Detroit, must be removed 
before sunset Sunday, Feb. 
27.

Shanties in the northern 
Lower Peninsula must be 
removed by midnight Tues-
day, March 15. Those coun-
ties include Alcona, Alpe-
na, Antrim, Arenac, Bay, 
Benzie, Charlevoix, Che-
boygan, Clare, Crawford, 
Emmet, Gladwin, Grand 
Traverse, Iosco, Isabella, 
Kalkaska, Lake, Leelanau, 
Manistee, Mason, Mecosta, 
Midland, Missaukee, Mont-

morency, Newaygo, Ocea-
na, Ogemaw, Osceola, Os-
coda, Otsego, Presque Isle, 
Roscommon and Wexford.

Ice shanties in the re-
maining counties of the 
Lower Peninsula must be 
removed by midnight Tues-
day, March 1.

Upper Peninsula
On Michigan-Wisconsin 

boundary waters, ice shan-
ties must be removed by 
midnight Tuesday, March 
15.

All other bodies of water 
in the Upper Peninsula must 
have ice shanties removed 
by midnight Thursday, 
March 31.

Daily use of ice shanties 
is permitted anywhere in 
Michigan if ice conditions 

permit and if the shanties 
are removed from the ice at 
the end of each day.

People venturing onto 
the ice should use extreme 
caution as temperatures 
begin to rise or fluctuate. 
The repeated thawing and 
refreezing of ice weakens 
its strength, decreasing its 
ability to support the ad-
ditional weight of people, 
snowmobiles, ORVs and 
shanties. Deteriorating ice, 
water currents and high 
winds increase the proba-
bility of pressure cracks, 
which can leave anglers and 
others stranded on ice floes 
or at risk of falling through 
the ice.

Learn more at Michigan.
gov/IceSafety.
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LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES
TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING

Public Notice is hereby given that the Public 
Hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year 
2022-23 will be held on Wednesday, March 
2, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. A copy of the proposed 
budget will be available for public inspection at 
the Courtland Township Hall, Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 to 4:30 PM.  

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE 
PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A 
SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Susan K. Hartman, 
Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

COURTLAND TWP 
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

the Courtland Township Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, March 15, 
2022 at 7:00 p.m. at the Courtland Township Hall, 
7450 – 14 Mile Road, Rockford, Michigan, 49341 
to consider the following application:

T Water Enterprises, LLC/David Umphrey, 
Special Land Use Permit for a Drive-through 
facility (Biggby Coffee) & Site Plan Review, 11858 
Northland Dr, NE, Rockford, MI - NW, Sec. 07, 
5.66 acres, zoned C – General Commercial. 

A copy of the proposed request/site plan may be 
examined by interested persons at the Township 
office during regular business hours.  Interested 
persons may attend the Public Hearing and 
comment on the proposal and/or provide written 
comments that may be submitted to the Township 
office and be addressed to the Planning 
Commission, address as noted above and/or call 
616-866-0622 during regular business hours for 
further information, to make a comment, or if you 
have a disability that prevents from participating. 

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting.  
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at Ph:  616-866-0622 up to the day of 
the meeting for any changes and instructions.

Dated: February 24, 2022 TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
NELSON TOWNSHIP 

 March Board of Review 2022 
The Nelson Township March Board of Review for 
2022 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake MI 49343 on the 
following dates:

BOR Organizational Meeting  3/8 at 9:00 am 
(No Appeals Heard)

March 14th, 2022       9am - 3pm
March 15th, 2022       3pm - 9pm

 
VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY 
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN 
PETITION.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CALL 616-881-4536.  APPEALS MADE BY 
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY, March 4th , 2022.

VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF 
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Amanda Brown
Nelson Township Assessor 

SERVICE SERVICE 
PROSPROS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake

P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor
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New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF 

BUDGET HEARING
The Nelson Township Board will hold a public 

hearing on the proposed township budgets for 
the fiscal year 2022-2023 at the Township Hall at 
2 Maple St., Sand Lake MI, 49343 on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. A copy of the budgets 
will be available for public inspection prior to the 
hearing in the township office beginning March 1, 
2022 from 9am to 3pm Monday through Thursday.

The property tax millage 
rate proposed to be 
levied to support the 

proposed budget will be 
subject of the hearing.
This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 

of 1976 as amended (Opening Meeting Act), 
MCLA 41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with 
Disabilities (ADA).

This notice is given by order of the Nelson 
Township Board.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

see more see more LEGALSLEGALS on next page on next page

Child Tax Credit
The IRS determined who received 2021 advance child 

tax credit payments based on the information on taxpay-
ers’ 2020 tax returns, or their 2019 return if the IRS hadn’t 
processed the 2020 return. In other words, the parent who 
claimed the Child Tax Credit for a qualifying child on their 
2020 return would have received the advance child tax 
credit payments in 2021. Here’s what that means for these 
parents:

*Families who knew they would not claim a child on 
their 2021 return had the option to unenroll from receiving 
monthly payments by using the Child Tax Credit Update 
Portal at IRS.gov. People who did not unenroll and received 
monthly payments during 2021 for a child they won’t claim 
on their 2021 tax return could have to repay those payments 
when they file. They may be excused from repaying some 
or all of the excess amount if they qualify for repayment 
protection.

*An eligible parent who did not receive advance pay-
ments for a qualifying child will be able to claim the full 
amount of the child tax credit for that child on a 2021 tax 
return even if the other parent received advance child tax 
credit payments.
Get the correct information to file an 
accurate return

Taxpayers who received these advance credits in 2021 
need to compare the total amount they received with the 
amount they’re eligible to claim. Individuals can view the 
total amount of their payments through their individual On-
line Account. If spouses received joint payments, each of 
them will need to sign into their own account to retrieve 
their separate amounts.

including mindfulness techniques to reduce anxiety, seeing a 
therapist and medication.

6) Mental enrichment: Cognitive decline can occur as you 
age, so it’s important to be proactive to help support brain 
health through mental stimulation. Read books. Join a week-
ly game group. Check out GetSetUp, new for SilverSneakers 
members in participating health plans. This program provides 
an online learning platform designed for seniors with a wide 

range of live video classes - over 2,000 hours per week on 
more than 1,800 topics - to support mental enrichment.

7) Nutrition: What you eat fuels your body and mind, so 
it’s important to pack your pantry and refrigerator with whole-
some foods. Stock up on fruits, vegetables, lean meats, whole 
grains, beans and low-fat dairy. Then explore recipes you can 
try to experience new flavors and keep mealtime exciting. If 
you need help or have strict dietary concerns, consider work-
ing with a nutritionist for additional guidance.

Doesn’t it feel good to check a few things off your list? For 
more ideas on how seniors can stay active and connected, visit 
SilverSneakers.com.

AgingAging
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

2022 MARCH 
BOARD OF REVIEW 

THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE 

HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY 
BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING 
APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2022 

ASSESSMENT ROLL.

THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT: 
THE CITY HALL OFFICES 

66 S MAIN STREET NE
 CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 

ON 
TUESDAY MARCH 08, 2022 

(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM-4:00 PM

MONDAY MARCH 14, 2022 
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

AND
WEDNESDAY MARCH 16, 2022 

(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00PM – 3:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO MEET 
WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY CALLING 
THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 696-1330 EXT 

102; M-F 8-5. 

A NON-RESIDENT MAY APPEAL BY LETTER. 
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT 
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY MARCH 

14, 2022. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER 
THAT DATE MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. 
IF A TAXPAYER OR PROPERTY OWNER 

HAS ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS 
INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT THE 

ASSESSING DEPT. 

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS 
BOARD OF REVIEW

Dated: February 24, 2022

TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF REVIEW
The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2022 Assessment 
Roll.  The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

Monday, March 14, 2022 9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township Hall at 616-866-0622.  
Appeals may also be made by letter addressed to 
the Board of Review, 7450 14 Mile Rd., Rockford, 
MI  49341 if received by adjournment on Tuesday, 
March 15, 2022.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: February 24, 2022 Jane Kolbe, 
Assessor, Courtland Township

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE 
SOLON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Solon Township Board of Review will meet 
at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave NE on 
the following dates:

March 14, 2022 9:00 am – Noon
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

March 17, 2022 2:00 pm – 5 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear before 
the Board of Review at 696-1718 from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm on Monday.  If you have specific ques-
tions contact the Assessor.  We are also accept-
ing letter appeals from resident taxpayers.
       
Dated: Feb. 24, 2022  Thomas Doane, Assessor

Solon Township

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

OF TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT 

AND SUMMARY OF THE 
REGULATORY EFFECTS 

THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

at a regular meeting on February 14, 2022, the 
Township Board of the Township of Solon, adopt-
ed an ordinance which amends the Animal Or-
dinance, Ordinance No. 57, of the Township of 
Solon.  The principal provisions of the amending 
ordinance can be summarized as follows:

1. Dog Licenses.  The amending ordinance 
amends Section 6 of the Solon Township Animal 
Ordinance, Ordinance No. 57, to require dogs 
over four months to be currently licensed in accor-
dance with the requirements of state law and of 
the County Animal Control Ordinance.

2. Effective Date.  The foregoing ordinance 
shall become effective on March 26, 2022.  A copy 
of the ordinance may be inspected or purchased 
at the offices of the Solon Township Clerk, Solon 
Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, within the 
Township, during normal business hours.

Dated:  February 24, 2022 TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT 

AND SUMMARY OF THE 
REGULATORY EFFECTS 

THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

at a regular meeting on February 14, 2022, the 
Township Board of the Township of Solon, ad-
opted an ordinance which amends the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Township of Solon.  The princi-
pal provisions of the amending ordinance can be 
summarized as follows:

1. Accessory Buildings.  The ordinance 
amends Section 2.03, Definitions, of the Zoning 
Ordinance to include certain temporary structures 
as buildings. The ordinance also amends Section 
3.07 to add new subsections clarifying the zoning 
regulations regarding temporary structures used 
as accessory buildings and clarifying that the reg-
ulations do not apply to gazebos or similar struc-
tures.  The amending ordinance also prohibits 
semi-truck trailers, shipping containers, storage 
pods and similar items to be used as accessory 
buildings.  The regulations exempting accessory 
buildings on farms will remain and are not amend-
ed as part of the new regulations on temporary 
structures used as accessory buildings.

2. Effective Date.  The foregoing ordinance 
shall become effective on March 3, 2022.  A copy 
of the ordinance may be inspected or purchased 
at the offices of the Solon Township Clerk, Solon 
Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, within 
the Township, during normal business hours.

Dated:  February 24, 2022 TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT 

AND SUMMARY OF THE 
REGULATORY EFFECTS 

THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

at a regular meeting on February 14, 2022, the 
Township Board of the Township of Solon, ad-
opted an ordinance which amends the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Township of Solon.  The princi-
pal provisions of the amending ordinance can be 
summarized as follows:

1. Kennels.  The amended ordinance 
amends and clarifies the provisions of the Zon-
ing Ordinance regarding the keeping of animals 
and kennels.  The term ‘Commercial Kennel” has 
been deleted and the regulations in the districts 
which allow kennels are standardized and simpli-
fied.  The definition of Kennel in Section 2.12 is 
amended to clarify that it applies to “dogs, cats or 
other household pets” and that it does not include 
the office of a veterinarian where the animals are 
boarded for treatment purposes.  Section 3.31 of 
the Zoning Ordinance regulating the keeping of 
animals remains largely unchanged, but is clari-
fied to make it consistent with the kennel regula-
tions.  The special land use standards in Section 
16.04(D) and 16.04(L) are combined in a new 
Section 16.04(L).  Those standards will continue 
to require a minimum lot area of 5 acres but allow 
the Planning Commission discretion to adjust that 
standard.  The special land use standards also 
have other regulations related to dog runs, exer-
cise areas and setbacks, and a requirement that 
all kennel buildings, dog runs and other aspects of 
the use be kept in a sanitary condition.

2. Effective Date.  The foregoing ordinance 
shall become effective on March 3, 2022.  A copy 
of the ordinance may be inspected or purchased 
at the offices of the Solon Township Clerk, Solon 
Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, within the 
Township, during normal business hours.

Dated:  February 24, 2022 TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON



The Cedar Springs POSTPage 14  Thursday, February 24, 2022

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

 Willie – 1-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Willie! Just like 
the eccentric candy-
maker himself, Willie 
Wonka is a dog that 
has a lot of personality! 
This chocolate 
colored-boy has lived 
with other dogs in 

the past but does make them all pass elaborate moral 
candy-themed tests to see if they are deserving of 
his love and attention or not. (We think this may also 
apply to children as well, so we recommend polite, 
respectful children that he won’t be tempted to turn 
into blueberries.) Though he may start off shy, once 
this pup warms up he’s as sweet as can be! Stop by to 
meet Willie so he can give you his golden ticket today! 
Willie is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. 

Merida - 6-year-old female – Domestic Longhair
Meet Merida! Just like the Scottish princess, this kitty 
has lots of purrsonality 
and even more crazy 
hair! Merida loves 
hanging out in her box 
and silently judging 
our staff from afar 
because none of us are 
as good at archery as 
she is. (We get it, you’re 
a multitalented puff!) Merida definitely thinks you 
should prove your worth before giving you her love, 
but enjoys getting pets from our staff. If you had the 
chance to change this kitty’s fate--would you do it? 
Merida is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan.

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

SERVICESSERVICES

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

FORFOR  SALESALE
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

55+

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

FOR SALE: Brand new 
memory foam mattress 
6” firm (couldn’t fit it back in 
the box to return). Call 616-
309-3950. #tfn

For Sale: Dog Supplies – bed, 
carrier, food, calming meds, 2 
dishes, blanket and harness for 
25 lb. animal. All for $75.00. Call 
616-874-9699. #7,8p

For Sale: Water Heater, 40 
gallons, power vent, propane, 
used 4 years. $500.00. 616-
874-2259, leave message. #8p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Free to good homes. Rabbits 
for pets, various breeds. Long 
haired white with red eyes, 
white Lionhead/Netherland 
dwarf, mixed breed male with 
different colored eyes and 
Angora. Call 616-696-9225 for 
more information. #7

C
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 W
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kNarrow
Your 

Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PP      STST
TheThe

• Someone who can sell ads for the newspaper. 
• You sell and we’ll pay a good commission rate. 
• Flexible hours. Can work from home. 

For more info, email sales@
cedarspringspost.com or call 
(616) 696-3655. Ask for Lois.

THE POST IS LOOKING FOR...

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”

Help support
Your LOCAL 
Newspaper!

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREEFREE!!  CallCall
  696-3655
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WrestlerWrestler
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

SHOP LOCAL 
SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 41 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Advertise 
HERE!
small ads 

make ¢ents
Call for details
696-3655

taking 7th with 185.9; and Alex Steil in 9th with 181.3.  
Honorable Mention went to Andrew Fliearman placing 
11th with 177.4. Great job, guys!

Regionals will be coming up this weekend and State to 
follow. 

Thank you, seniors, for all your guidance, advice, direc-
tion, fun and laughs! Wishing you much success, happi-
ness, and prosperity!

ChampsChamps
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

GamesGames
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10
place finish in the 2014-2013 open 82lb bracket.

The 2012-2011 age group saw several Red Hawks bring 
home hardware with Hudson Cassiday winning gold in the 
66lb bracket. Also bringing home hardware with a pair of 
4th place finishes was Taylor Crystal in the 75lb bracket 
and Jaxon Fitzgerald in the 110lb bracket. Finishing things 
out was Dillon VanDyke with a 1st place finish in the 90lb 
bracket.

The 2010-2009 age group saw two more Red Hawks 
continue their winning ways. Elijah Elam brought home a 
strong 3rd place finish in the 65lb bracket and Eli Gunderson 
continued his winning ways with a 2nd place finish in the 
70lb bracket.

The Red Hawks will be sending a kindergarten through 
eighth grade team this Sunday to the MyWAY Team State 
tournament while some individual Red Hawks will travel to 
Muskegon Orchard View for a MyWAY West Region indi-
vidual tournament.

CROSSWORD answers from page 6

his 3rd Championship Title at a National tournament this sea-
son. This is also his second Midwest Tour earning the coveted 
Belt. Out of three National Tournaments, Egan had a total of 2 
points scored on him. 

“When I think of Luke, I gain a sense of accomplishment,” 
said head coach Dave Andrus. “I started this program back in 
2010, and my main focus was to give back what I have learned 
from my own wrestling experience and the passion I have for 
this sport. Luke has been with me since kindergarten. I can look 
back at all of his success, his triumphs and his losses, and I am 
forever grateful for the trust he and his parents have given me. 
He has far surpassed my expectations of him.” 

On Sunday, February 13, WMP entered five grapplers to 
compete at Grand Haven. Four finished in the placement 
rounds. Out of 19 matches, 11 victories were claimed. 69 lb 
Jaxson Babcock, 9/10 age group finished 4th. 114 lb Caleb Aus-
tin, 13/15 age group finished 3rd. Heavy Weight Mason Car-
ringer finished as Runner Up. Champion of the day was 90 lb 
Jaesek Homrich 9/10 Novice age group. 

This past Sunday, WMP entered eight grapplers to compete at 
Grandville and six finished in the placement rounds. Out of 22 
matches, 14 victories were claimed. 78 lb Jackson Farrell, 9/10 
age group finished 3rd. 37 lb Camdon Farrell, 5/6 age group and 
78 lb JJ Carringer, 9/10 Novice age group finished as Runner 
Up.  Champions were Heavy Weight Mason Carringer, 11/12 
Novice age group and 107 lb Luke Egan, 13/15 age group. 

“We have a lot of new faces this year and we are determined 
and excited to see their growth,” said Head Coach Dave An-
drus.

FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re 

advertiser supported!
#shoplocal #shopthepost
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