
By Judy Reed

There are a lot of animal 
lovers in Cedar Springs, and 
several good animal rescues 
in northern Kent County. 
They do great work all the 
time, but there were two in-
cidents in the last week that 
really stood out.

According to the Kent 
County Animal Shelter Face-
book page, Kent County Ani-
mal Control Officers received 
a call on Sunday, February 
21, regarding a dog possibly 
stranded near an old grain el-
evator in Sand Lake. The dog 
had been heard barking for a 
few days per town residents. 
The caller had investigated 
the area and believed him to 
be stuck under a silo so con-
tacted Animal Control for as-
sistance. 

It goes on to say that the 

Animal Control Officers were 
met by two more caring citi-
zens who had located the dog 
stranded in an old bunker 
style silo. Due to the smooth 
10’ walls, there was no way 
for him to climb back out. 

With the help of town cit-
izens, one who happened to 
be a previous Animal Control 
Officer, a long rope was able 
to be looped around the dog. 
He was quickly pulled out 
from the silo and placed on 
secure ground. 

Lost Paws, LLC, located 
a posting for a similar dog 
that had been missing from 
Howard City since January 
8. They contacted the missing 
dog’s owners and were able 
to confirm the found dog was 
in fact, Milo a Springer Span-
iel, that had last been spotted 
in early February. There had 
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Third place winner Felicia Smith.

Winning logo by Lucy Baker.

Second place winner Ella Grifhorst.

The Red Flannel Festival 
recently announced that 
they plan to move ahead 
with plans for the 2021 fes-
tival, and that they have se-
lected this year’s theme.

The theme chosen for this 
year’s festival is “Bringing 
Back Red Flannel Fun in 
2021,” which was suggest-
ed by Red Flannel Board 
Trustee Andrew Bartoszek. 

“The Festival Board 
reached out to the Cedar 
Springs community for logo 
suggestions, and once again 
the Cedar Springs commu-
nity did not disappoint!” 
said Red Flannel Festival 
President Nancy Deyman.

The winning logo was 
submitted by Lucy Baker. 
The second place winner 
was Ella Grifhorst, a 6th 
grader from Red Hawk ele-
mentary; and the third place 
          THEME -  continues on page 12

A Montcalm County man who engaged in a shoot-out 
and standoff with police met a tragic end Sunday when he 
refused to drop his weapon and instead pointed it at offi-
cers.

Troopers from the Michigan State Police Lakeview Post 
were dispatched to the 9700 block of N. Wyman Rd, near 
Edgar Rd, in Home Township, on Sunday, February 21 at 
approximately 4:32 p.m., for an armed subject exhibiting 
irrational behavior.  

Andrew Allen Courser, age 38, from Edmore, was re-
portedly firing his weapon near residences and yelling at 
passing motorists. When troopers and an assisting officer 
from the Home Township Police Department arrived on 
scene, Courser fired his weapon at the officers. Troopers 
returned fire and Courser then fled north on Wyman Road 
for approximately ¼ of a mile, where he barricaded himself 
in a nearby barn.

According to Spl/Lt. Michelle Robinson, members of the 
MSP Emergency Support Team, Aviation, and Canine were 
dispatched to the scene. After about a four-hour standoff, 
Courser came out of the barn with the firearm and was con-
fronted by Emergency Support Team members. Courser 
did not obey commands to drop the weapon and instead 
leveled it at troopers, at which time Courser was shot and 
pronounced dead at the scene.  

This incident remains under investigation by the Mich-
igan State Police 7th District investigators from Gaylord.  

Assisting MSP Lakeview Troopers at the scene was MSP 
Mt. Pleasant Troopers; MSP Emergency Support Team; 
Aviation; K9; Edmore Police; and Home Township Police.

Dog rescued after missing for six weeks

Milo, before being rescued from the hole under the silo. Photo from Kent County 
Animal Shelter Facebook page.

Milo after being reunited with his long-lost family. Photo 
from Kent County Animal Shelter Facebook page.

Near-frozen cat gets new lease on life

     RESCUED -  continues on page 2



The Cedar Springs POSTPage 2  Thursday, February 25, 2021

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM       616-696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

 A barrel contains 31 gallons of 
beer. What Americans commonly 
refer to as a keg is actually 15.5 

gallons, or a half-barrel. 

Freezin’ 
for a reason

An icy plunge into Pine Lake helped raise $4,200 for North Kent Community Enrichment last Saturday. Courtesy photos.

The frigid temperatures 
finally broke for a crazy fun 
group that took the chilly 
plunge on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 20. Around 20 brave 
jumpers plunged into the 
icy water of Pine Lake to 
raise funds for North Kent 

Community Enrichment 
(NKCE).  

According to Executive 
Director Jaime Gunderson, 
this year’s success is credit-
ed to having great business 
sponsors and great com-
munity involvement. “With 

the help of our sponsors 
and all of the donors, we 
raised around $4,200,” she 
said. “This money will help 
maintain affordable pric-
ing for programming in our 
community for youth and 
adults.”

For more info on events 
held by NKCE (both vir-
tual and in-person), please 
visit their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/csapr 
and click on events; or their 
website at http://www.myn-
kce.com/programs/. 

Warning: 
Con artists using 
new tricks
The Michigan State Police (MSP) Houghton Lake Post sent 

out a scam warning this week that our local Rockford MSP Post 
asked us to share with residents.

The Michigan State Police (MSP) Houghton Lake Post re-
minds residents that scams can take many different forms, and 
recently two victims of the same scam have contacted the post 
to make a report.

Most scams involve obtaining a victim’s personal information 
under false pretenses or gaining access to their computer or bank 
information. The scammer usually portrays a sense of urgency, 
pretending to be an official of a legitimate organization to fool a 
victim into providing personal information.

In a new twist, the suspect contacts the victim advising they 
have a subscription to something that will be automatically re-
newed for a couple hundred dollars. When the victim advises 
they have no subscription or do not want to renew the subscrip-
tion, the caller tells them they will walk them through cancelling 
the subscription. The suspect then gets access to the victim’s 
computer by sending them a link to click on and fill out. The 
suspect now has access to the victim’s computer.

One of the victims was told they were supposed to get a re-
fund of $600 and that they were accidentally refunded $6,000 
instead. The suspect requested gift cards to refund them the dif-
ference. One victim reported sending $4,000 in gift cards.

If you believe you have been the victim of a scam you can 
contact your nearest MSP Post.

From the editor: I recently received one of these in an email. 
Mine had to do with an antivirus program it said would be re-
newed for $600, and I knew it was false because I didn’t have the 
program. If you receive something like this, DO NOT CLICK on 
any link or attachment in it, and don’t respond to it. Just forward 
the email to the anti-phishing working group at reportphish-
ing@apwg.org and then delete the email. 

Local firefighters honored
The Cedar Springs 

Men and Ladies 
of Honor recently 
honored the Cedar 
Springs Fire De-
partment for all of 
their sacrifice for 
our community. 
They were presented 
the Thin Red Line 
Flag, which rep-
resents the courage 
firefighters find to 
conquer their darkest 
fears in order to save 
and protect the lives 
and property of others. The Men and Ladies of Honor also 
presented them with bags of treats and drinks to enjoy.  

Men and Ladies of Honor teaches biblical character to 
middle school and high school young men and ladies in the 
public schools.  Due to the pandemic, MLOH has not been 
able to meet in the schools so have been doing the best they 
can by meeting at City Impact on Main Street.  The students 
have been learning about biblical leadership and have been 

RescuedRescued
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 
been no sightings of him for nearly two weeks.

Milo’s owners rushed to meet the Animal Control Officers and 
their beloved dog. He remembered them immediately and many 
tears were shed from everyone. 

“What all Milo experienced during his journey will never be 
known. However, we do know he survived frigid temps, snow-
storms, hunger and dehydration. He lost 33 lbs and traveled nearly 
20 miles over the past 43 days. What he nor his owners never lost 
was hope and hope is what finally reunited them.”

The other inci-
dent involved a 
stray cat that was 
found nearly fro-
zen next to a Cedar 
Springs resident’s 
tire last week.

The person who 
found the cat post-
ed about it in a 
social media post 
early last week 
and a reader of the 
post then contacted 
Crash’s Landing, a 
non-profit cat res-
cue in Grand Rapids. The cat rescue took the cat in. He was in 
very poor shape and not expected to make it through the night. 
What happened was a miracle. 

Here is how he was described by Dr. Jen at Crash’s Landing:
“His body temp won’t register after warming him gently and 

pushing 500mL of warm fluids. He is beyond dehydrated. His 
nose was pouring pus and his eyes glued shut, well there is no left 
eye and the right is scarred. He weighs 4.64 lbs. His mouth is rot-
ten and his tongue ulcerated. He’s intact. He has fleas and horrible 
ear mites with nubs for ears. His tail is half missing - I don’t dare 
attempt to remove the encasing on the top tonight. He smells like 
a sewer. His paws are frost bitten. He’s barely moving but he’s still 
trying to live. He’s a miracle. He rode all the way to the clinic in 
my coat nestled close to my chest. He is here now as my husband 
Brian takes us home.”

She named the cat Finian, which means “handsome warrior.” 
And he has been a warrior! He’s getting healthier every day and 
is now up to 6.88 pounds. If you’d like to follow Finian’s journey, 
visit Crash Landing’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/crashslanding.bigsids. If you’d like to donate to help with his 
and other cats’ care, visit www.crashslanding.org.

putting their new skills to use by honoring groups and indi-
viduals in our community.  

The Cedar Springs Men and Ladies of Honor meets after 
school at City Impact on Thursdays at 2:45 p.m. and is for 
6th, 7th, 8th and high school students. They end at 4 p.m. For 
more information, call MLOH Regional Director Randy 
Badge at 616-799-5776 or email him at randy.badge55@
gmail.com.

Finian fell asleep in his bowl. Poor boy was 
exhausted. Photo from Crash’s Landing Face-
book page.



                                                                          OBSERVER -  continues on page 12

who threw the Molotov cock-
tail. Nixon always denied his 
involvement in the crime and 
presented evidence that he 
was with Caulford at her home 
during the time of the fire. Two 
alibi witnesses were present-
ed to support his defense, but 
Caulford could not testify due 
to her own pending charges. 
The identification of Nixon 
was based upon statements 
made by the 13-year-old wit-

ness, who was at the home at 
time of the fire, and the testi-
mony of a jailhouse informant, 
who was housed at the same 
jail as Nixon after his arrest. 
On Aug. 29, 2005, the infor-
mant received special consid-
eration in an unrelated case. 
On Aug. 30, the informant 
gave a statement to police in-
criminating Nixon. At trial, the 
informant testified that he did 
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Innocence Project earns release of man after more than 15 
years in prison

Police seek suspects in home invasions 
By Judy Reed

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is seeking the suspect(s) 
involved in several home invasion/burglaries in northern 
Kent County last week.

The Post was contacted by a reader last Wednesday after-
noon, February 17, who said they had come home to find 
their house broken into and several valuable items taken. 
They reported that a neighbor’s house had also been broken 
into.

The Post contacted the Kent County Sheriff’s Office to 
find out if there had been other break-ins as well.

Sgt. Joy Matthews confirmed that they were investigating 
a few homes that were broken into in the 6000 block of 18 
Mile Rd in Nelson Township, and the 13000 block of Sha-
ner, in Courtland Township. She said the incidents occurred 
during daytime hours and items were taken from the homes.

Forms of entry varied. At least one home was reportedly 
broken into through the garage, and another had their front 
door kicked in. Items taken included cash, jewelry, and a 
handgun.

“Please remind people to lock their houses (day and night) 

and call us if they see any suspicious persons or vehicles,” 
said Matthews. 

If you see anything suspicious, don’t hesitate to call 911. 
If you know anything about the break-ins and thefts, you can 
call non-emergency dispatch at (616) 632-6100, or leave a 
tip with Silent Observer at (616) 774-2345. You can also sub-
mit a tip through the Kent County Sheriff Office app, or the 
Silent Observer app, or online at www.silentobserver.org.

2020 certainly was a challenging year as life 
changed for us in a blink of an eye. Some of us 
became ill, some lost loved ones, businesses were 
shuttered until it was deemed safe enough for re-
opening. Schools went virtual which has fostered 
isolation, and crime increased. We all are aware 
of the challenges, but we hope you saw some of 
the blessings that came out of this too. More time 
with family; a reassessment as to what is real-
ly important; new creative ways to spend your 
time; reinvention of our businesses to stay rele-
vant and successful; and the list goes on and on.  
What we will address though is the increase in 
crime in 2020, which gave us great pause and 
concern. The number of tips Silent Observer re-
ceived regarding shootings, homicides, armed 
robbery, and drug dealing increased and al-
though our resources were stretched at times, we 
worked diligently in giving community mem-
bers the opportunity to report information about 
crime safely and anonymously.  

Silent Observer received 2,400 tips in 
2020, which is an all-time high. Some of our 
crime-solving tips led to:

Four people responsible for beating up and as-
saulting multiple victims while two of the four 
carried an assault rifle and a handgun. They were 
charged with Armed Robbery and Assault.

A suspect wanted for the murder of Ernest 
Griffin.  A tip led to this dangerous felon’s loca-
tion. 

A 13-year old was sexually assaulted and im-
pregnated by someone she knew but this young 
girl was afraid to tell anyone. This criminal act 
may have not come to light had a tipster not 

Kenneth Nixon hugs his mother after being released from pris-
on after 16 years.

Kenneth Nixon after being released from the Michigan Reformatory in Ionia, MI.

On Thursday, February 18, 
Wayne County Judge Bruce 
Morrow set aside the convic-
tion of Mr. Kenneth Nixon. 
Nixon, now 34, was wrong-
fully convicted of murder, at-
tempted murder, and arson in 
2005.

Assistant Prosecutor Val-
erie Newman, Director of 
the Wayne County Prosecu-
tor Office’s Conviction In-
tegrity Unit, moved to have 
Nixon’s conviction vacated 
and requested dismissal of all 
charges. Nixon is represented 
by the Western Michigan Uni-
versity Cooley Law School In-
nocence Project (WMU-Cool-
ey Innocence Project).

“Mr. Nixon has worked tire-
lessly over the last 15 years to 
regain his freedom. Thanks to 
Mr. Nixon’s persistence and 
the collaboration between 
the WMU-Cooley Innocence 
Project and the Wayne County 

Conviction Integrity Unit, Mr. 
Nixon will finally be reunited 
with his loved ones,” said his 
attorney, David Williams.

On May 19, 2005, a Molo-
tov cocktail was thrown into 
a home on Charleston street 
in Detroit, causing the deaths 
of a 10-year-old boy and a 
1-year-old girl. The mother 
and other children, including 
her 13-year-old son, were also 
in the home and sustained in-
juries.

Nixon, then 19, and his then 
girlfriend, Latoya Caulford, 
were charged with two counts 
of felony murder, one count 
of arson and four counts of at-
tempted murder. Caulford, ac-
cused of driving Nixon to the 
Charleston house, was acquit-
ted after a separate jury trial on 
Sept. 21, 2005. But Nixon was 
convicted on all charges.

The main issue at trial was 
the identification of the person INNOCENCE -  continues on page 12

Kenneth Nixon (center) with WMU-Cooley Innocence Project team 
members. Pictured (left-right) Tracey Brame, Innocence Project direc-
tor; Lori Montgomery; Nixon; David Williams, staff attorney; Matthew 
Smith, team member.

Silent Observer: A year in review  
What a year it was!
From Silent Observer
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From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Every Life Tells A Story...

PHYLLIS “KIRK” LOUISE 
MOONEY

 
Phyllis “Kirk” 
Louise Mooney 
of Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, age 
85, passed 
away peacefully 
surrounded by 
family on Sunday, 
February 21, 2021. 
She was born to 
Elmer and Florence 
(Bettin) Wilde on 
September 10, 
1935, in Hart, MI. 
Kirk worked with 
the Kent County 
Courthouse for 37 
before “retiring” 
and then working another 11 years at Oasis Hot Tub 
Gardens. She enjoyed laying in the sun, working in her 
yard, and spending time with friends and family. Kirk is 
survived by her children, Debby (Bob) Withawhy, Bradley 
(Kristi) Holmgren and Linda (DJ) Vinton; grandchildren, 
Erik (Angela) Wisner, Stevan Wisner, Brandon Holmgren, 
Aaron Wisner, Isaiah Ford, Arieana Wisner, Brady Wisner, 
Abigail Wisner, Amanda (Jim) Vinton, Dale (Ragina) 
Vinton III, Donna Vinton, and Wayne (Abigail) Vinton; 
10 adored great-grandchildren; and sister, Dorothy Wilde. 
Kirk was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Jack 
Mooney; son, Danial Mooney; and both parents, Elmer and 
Florence. There will be a time of memorial visitation on 
Saturday, February 27, 2021, from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 
a.m. and 1:30 p.m. until the service at 2:30 p.m. at Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church, 233 S Main, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. In lieu of flowers, those wishing to offer expressions 
of sympathy may make memorial contributions to Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

Pastor Darryl Miller
SAND LAKE/SOUTH ENSLEY 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCHES
616-636-5659

GOD NEVER CHANGES
Revelation 3:8: “I know your works. Look! I have set in 

front of you an open door that no one can shut. You have 
so little power, and yet you have kept my word and haven’t 
denied my name” (Common English Bible).

It was about a year ago that we first received news of a 
growing pandemic in our world. Many of us were uncer-
tain what to do in the situation. We churches scrambled to 
find ways to continue to bring God’s word to our commu-
nities and to continue to serve them. Some of our “pivots” 
were fairly straightforward while others looked like the 
path of a pinball. The term “distanced” was unfamiliar to 
us, especially in the context of churches. But changes were 
made and new forms of outreach and ministry sprung up all 
around. We learned that things can sometimes change over-
night. But we also learned that one thing does not change—
God. Over the past year the word has been preached, the 
hungry have been fed, those struggling have been helped 
and God has opened paths that we had never thought of 
before. Many of these paths will remain long after the pan-
demic has gone. 

I have many pastor friends and our churches are now 
widely different; some meet in person with masks and so-
cial distancing, some only virtually, ours have a drive-in 
service and the message is posted online—at least when 
it isn’t too cold for the camera to work! And all around us 
God is at work through His people. 

We have certainly learned not to depend on what we think 
of as “normal.” But hopefully we have also learned that the 
promises of God are faithful. When He opened the door for 
our ministries, nothing, not even a pandemic, can close it. 

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

Sand Lake United Methodist Church
65 W Maple St, Sand Lake | (616) 636-5673

South Ensley United Methodist Church
13600 Cypress Ave., Sand Lake | (616) 636-5659

ObituaryObituary

Only our unwillingness to serve His people can put stum-
bling blocks in front of it. Trust in God’s promises. He is al-
ways with us; even if it sometimes feels like He may not be. 

Check in on a friend or neighbor. A phone call can go a 
long way when someone is lonely. Wave to someone to-
day; you may be surprised how much it may mean. Share 
a smile. Yes, you can tell, even under a mask. And when a 
crazy idea to help or reach out to someone comes along, 
don’t ignore it. It may be God keeping His promise through 
you!

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Whoever gossips to you
will be a gossip of you.

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a 
faithful spirit concealeth the matter.

Proverbs 11:13

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
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ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Drive-in Service 2021 
Sundays @ 9:30 am transmitted over 
FM radio 95.5 WLOV until further notice.

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

DirectoryDirectory

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can 
no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. 
Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. 
You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions 
we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/hometown-happenings/

• Breakfast & Lunch  7am-2pm Tue-Sun
• Friday Night All-you-can-eat Fish 4pm-8pm 
• Daily Specials 
• Homemade Desserts 

4615 14 MILE RD • ROCKFORD

Community Give Back Sundays
We Give Back a portion of sales to 

a LOCAL non-profit EVERY SUNDAY!
CATERING AVAILABLE 616-439-3025

HOMESTYLE COOKING

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

We are still 
CLOSEDCLOSED

to the Publicto the Public

But we are
NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN
to Private Parties/to Private Parties/
Events for up to 25Events for up to 25
Rentals start at $100Rentals start at $100
Email events@kenttheatre.com Email events@kenttheatre.com 
for more information.for more information.

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

ARTS &ARTS &
ENTERTAINMENTENTERTAINMENT

Ready, set, go!
Two lawyers walking through the woods spotted a vi-

cious looking bear. The first lawyer immediately opened 
his briefcase, pulled out a pair of sneakers and started 
putting them on. 

The second lawyer looked at him and said, “You’re 
crazy! You’ll never be able to outrun that bear!” 

“I don’t have to,” the first lawyer replied as he finished 
tying his shoes. “I only have to outrun you!”CS Historical Museum Reopens

Mar. 3: The Cedar Springs Historical Museum will 
reopen to the public next week on March 3rd. They will 
be open on Wednesdays form 10 am to 5 pm. Masks 
must be worn. #8

St. Patrick’s Day Kettle Corn Sale
Mar. 13: The Cedar Springs Lion’s Club and the Cedar 
Springs Women’s Club are having a St. Patrick’s Day 
Kettle Corn Sale for $5.00 a bag. Pickup will be at 21 E. 
Maple St., Cedar Springs from 8 am – 2 pm on Saturday, 
March 13th. Cash or check only (checks to Cedar Springs 
Women’s Club). For Pre Orders call or text Janice Hill, 
616-862-8456. Profits go to the Cedar Springs Women’s 
Club Scholarship Fund. #8-10p

follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/



The Cedar Springs High 
School Competitive Cheer 
program sprung into action 
last week andanticipate a 
strong showing in the first 
year of belonging to the OK 
Gold conference.

Veteran coach Anne Olsze-
wski is back for her seventh 
season coaching at CSHS. 
Seniors Sarah Adkison, 
Shelby Beeman, Sophia 
Dault, Isabella Mosqueda, 
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Bowlers have a 
winning week

Spring sports 
practice starts 
March 22

EAST LANSING, Mich. – Feb. 22 – The Representative 
Council of the Michigan High School Athletic Association 
approved an adjustment to the Spring 2021 schedule delay-
ing the start of practices in those sports one week to March 
22 and competition to March 26 to accommodate a later end 
to Winter sports this season. The calendar change should al-
leviate pressures on indoor facility usage and athletes chang-
ing seasons with Winter sports concluding up to two weeks 
later this school year after a delayed start due to COVID-19.

The Council based its decision in part on feedback from a 
survey of MHSAA member high schools, which saw 74 per-
cent favoring a delay in Spring sports activity of at least one 
week. State coaches associations for Spring sports also were 
consulted. Generally, the great majority of Michigan schools 
are unable to begin consistent Spring sports outdoor activity 
and competition until early April.

All Spring sports tournament dates remain as originally 
scheduled, with MHSAA Finals in baseball, softball and girls 
soccer concluding the 2020-21 postseason June 19.

The entire Spring sports season was canceled in 2020 due 
to COVID-19. However, the Council approved an allowance 
for Spring teams to meet for voluntary practices over 16 

contact days this past Sep-
tember and October. Gener-
al conditioning with an un-
limited number of students 
is currently allowed, with 
other out-of-season training 
(four-player workouts, open 
gyms/facilities) allowed to 
continue through March 21, 
with Council having elimi-
nated the preseason down-
time restriction for Spring 
sports this year.

SPORTSSPORTS

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

A Red Hawk bowler gets ready to try to pick up a spare. Courtesy 
photo.

It was a double win for the Red Hawks against Forest 
Hills Eastern, on Wednesday, February 17. Pushing Cedar 
over the top for the girls were Kayla Walters (174), Nicole 
Baker (181), and Chloe Fisk (196). John Mitchell posted a 
score of 215 to help the boys win.

On Friday, February 19, Cedar faced Ottawa Hills for a 
makeup match. Unfortunately, Ottawa was not able to pull 
enough girls for the match, so Cedar won by default. The 
Cedar guys brought their A game to the match and sound-
ly defeated Ottawa with the help from all the guys on the 
team.

Cedar visited Thornapple Kellogg on Monday, February 
22. The girls lost a close match by only a few pins, while 
still posting great scores. The guys fought hard for the win. 
They were helped with high scores posted by Alex Steil 
(225), Cody Marshall (202 and 222) and Ethan Plummer 
(235 and 245).

Way to battle Red Hawks!

Wrestlers start hot

James Joldersma hoists the Tri Springs Cup as the team celebrates two hard fought victories.

The Cedar Springs Red 
Hawk Varsity wrestling 
team is led by senior all-
stater Trevor Marsman and 
loaded with fresh faces this 
season. 

“This is a young hungry 

team that refuses to quit and 
whose best days are still 
ahead,” said 9th year Head 
Coach Nicholas Emery. 

The wrestlers are off to a 
hot start this season winning 
6 of their first 7 duels. On 

Saturday, the team knocked 
off state ranked Pine River 
and defended the cup against 
Tri-County to take the tour-
nament championship. 

Action continues this 
week at Middleville Thor-

napple-Kellogg, where the 
Hawks will take on the Ke-
nowa Hills Knights in the 
Conference Semi Finals. 
Saturday the team will host 
duels featuring Big Rapids, 
Spring Lake and Grant.

Varsity cheer takes first at 
West Catholic

Varsity cheer is off to a good start in the OK Gold. Courtesy photo.

Hannah Pienton and Kathryn Roth bring their experience 
and strength to this young but talented team. Rounding out 
the roster are juniors Paige Castor, Meghan Noga, Ariana 
Rojas, Abbey Salisbury, Lauren Sherburn, Josilyn Slagter, 
Kira Vander Kooi and Jasmine Zimmer; sophomore Holly 
Frey, and freshmen Taylor Frey, Layne Kennedy, Kirsten 
McDonald, Taylor Shadley and Hannah Wright.

The Varsity team earned 4th place at the Cedar Springs 
Invitational on February 13 and secured first place in Divi-
sion Two competition at the West Catholic Invitational on 
February 20.

Katy Hradsky is also back for her seventh season and 
very excited for her small but mighty group of dedicated 
athletes. “Cedar Springs JV Cheer has had an awesome 
start to the season! These girls have really just wanted to 
compete and would do so in any capacity. In just one week, 
we have added more than half of a solid Round 3 and in 

just two practices, they have cleaned skills and improved 
enough to earn a 20-point increase from Wednesday (2/17) 
to Saturday (2/20)! They never cease to amaze me!” The 
squad consists of sophomores Hannah Britten, Payton Ca-
lati, Ellen Nordlund, Clara Soto Suarez and Alexis Taylor, 
and freshmen Taylor Diemond, Makenna Nichols, Marisol 
Ramos, Hannah Shears, Trinity Vernon and Lorraine Zain. 
These hard-working ladies have already earned two first 
place finishes and one fourth place finish.

The Lady Red Hawks will have only nine guaranteed 
meets this year, which is quite a contrast from their typi-
cal schedule, but they are thankful for the opportunity to 
compete. They competed in their first OK Gold Conference 
meet on Monday, February 22 at Forest Hills Eastern and 
will finish the week at a competition in Mona Shores on 
Saturday, February 27. Go Red Hawks!

JV cheer is also showing their talent. Courtesy photo.

JV cheer also chalks up 
wins in competition
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OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
Keep pets and animals safe 
during cold weather
“The cold never bothered me anyway.”—Elsa
“Dude, its freezing out there!”—Your dog

Mowing snow for wildlife at Flat River 
State Game Area

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Tree huggers 
When I was a national park naturalist leading walks 

through a ponderosa pine forest at Bryce Canyon National 
Park, I worked to help people discover by exploration. One 
strategy was to lead them over a large fallen dead tree. They 
needed to sit on the tree and swing their legs to the other 
side. 

In the process, some noticed the large meandering cav-
ities where bark once hid them from view. Now with the 
bark fallen off, we could see tunnels where Cerambycid 
long-horned or Buprestid flat-headed woodboring beetle 
larva fed. Both of the beetles’ eggs are laid on dying or 
recently dead trees. The larvae fed on nutritious cambium 
tissue that lies between outer bark and inner xylem wood. 

By creating an opportunity to discover the tunnels on 
their own, visitors asked questions that were more inter-
esting to them than if I pointed out the tunnels. They also 
found straight line tunnels on some trees with small tunnels 
leading at right angles from a larger central tunnel. An adult 
Ips pine bark beetle laid eggs in the center line tunnel as it 
chewed its way along. Newly hatched young fed in rows 
next to each other as they ate outward from the center line. 
As they fed and grew, their tunnels became larger and final-
ly stopped where they pupated. After emerging from their 
pupae, they exited the tree to find a mate and lay eggs. 

At another location I asked people to hug a ponderosa 
pine. The trees are beautiful, tall, and have mottled yellow, 
orange, and black bark with deep crevasses. Many were 
willing but I recall one man who strongly protested. He 
said he was not a tree hugger. Of course, I did not try to 
force him. When others complied, comments erupted that 
the trees smell like vanilla or butterscotch. People had dis-
covered the unique odor without me telling them and they 
found different people had different smell descriptions. 
That was my goal. After a rain, the forest is permeated with 
odor; but when is it dry, one must get close to sense the 
smell.

The protesting gentleman walked to a tree, leaned toward 
it to smell, but refrained from touching or hugging the tree. 
It was the other field trip participants that got him to greet 
the tree and get to know it better. 

Ponderosa pine trees grow at about 8000 feet elevation at 
Bryce Canyon National Park. At lower elevations pinyon 
pines Utah and Rocky Mountain junipers grow and in some 
areas Gambel’s oak creates a pygmy forest at the 6500-foot 
elevation. Douglas fir, white and Engelman spruces domi-
nate at 9000 feet. There are nature niche details to discover 
in each forest type. Perhaps it will be tree odor, types of in-
sects, growth patterns, or essential distance needed between 
trees for water, light, and nutrient gathering. 

Another “tree hugging” activity to get people closer to 
trees is to have them put their backs against a big tree shoul-
der to shoulder. I count how many people it takes to sur-
round the tree. Because they are in circle, I keep walking 
in a circle counting to a higher number until someone stops 
me and says, “You already counted me.” Then I count again 
but stop when I have walked around the tree once. It keeps 
it fun and involves participants. 

It helps to be a tree hugger to get close and intimate to 
discover the secrets of those of the forest. Spend time help-
ing others engage life that abounds in nearby trees. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

The Karner blue butterfly. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.

Mowed over area at Flat River State Game Area. Photo courtesy of Michigan DNR.

After snow covered the Flat River State Game Area, 
DNR staff mowed over the snow to benefit the federally 
endangered Karner blue butterfly. 

These pale blue, dime-sized butterflies can only be 
found in small pockets of savanna habitat where wild 
lupine grows in the open sunlight. Karner blues depend 
on lupine for survival, as females lay their eggs on the 
plant and emerging caterpillars feed on the leaves.

For Karner blue butterfly populations to thrive, the 
area must be periodically burned with fire or mowed to 
remove any large, woody species that may cast shade on 
the lupine. To protect the lupine and over-wintering egg 
clutches, mowing can only occur when at least 4 inches 

of snow has accumulated. 
This winter habitat man-

agement activity will pro-
duce flourishing habitat this 
spring and summer, which 
will host native wildflowers 
and fluttering insects and 
benefit game species like 
deer, woodcock and rabbits.

The Flat River State 
Game Area is located in 
Montcalm and Ionia Coun-
ties.

As much as dogs and other animals may enjoy the snow, it’s important that we do our part to protect pets and livestock from 
harm when temperatures plummet. Photo courtesy State of Michigan.

The cold may not have bothered 
Elsa, but pets and livestock are very 
much at risk in cold weather. It is crit-
ical that owners provide appropriate 
protection for them during these frigid 
winter months. That is the key mes-
sage in one of the latest Fresh from 
the Field podcasts https://anchor.fm/
mdard/episodes/Pet--Animal-Safety-
During-Cold-Weather-epk3er from the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MDARD).

“The biggest concerns are frostbite 
and hypothermia; and just like us, they 
are subject to the cold,” said Michele 
Schalow, DVM, a program manager 
in MDARDs Animal Industry Divi-
sion. “Just because they have fur, that 
doesn’t mean they can’t get too cold.”

During the podcast, Dr. Schalow of-
fers several important tips for protect-
ing pets and animals when tempera-
tures drop.

“For pets in particular, try to limit 
their time outside just enough to go to 
the bathroom and get a little exercise,” 
she said. “For animals with short 
coats, you may want to consider put-
ting clothing on them, if they will tol-
erate it—something that fits them well 
and doesn’t have anything loose that 
could get caught. With horses, you’ll 
want to blanket them, but check under 
the blanket to make sure their bodies 
are in good condition. They can lose 
weight in the wintertime.”

Dr. Schalow also discusses emer-
gency preparation, proper care of pets’ 

feet, appropriate bedding, winter nu-
trition, and many other potential haz-
ards and safeguards.

To listen to the Pet & Animal Safe-
ty During Cold Weather edition of the 
podcast series, go to  https://anchor.
fm/mdard/episodes/Pet--Animal-
Safety-During-Cold-Weather-epk3er.

Overall, MDARD’s Fresh from the 
Field podcast series offers insights 
into some of the state’s hottest topics 
in food and agriculture, as well as oth-
er issues of interest to Michigans con-
sumers and industry stakeholders. The 
series can be found on Anchor, Break-
er, Google Podcast, Overcast, Pocket 
Casts, Radio Public, Spotify, Apple 
Podcast, and YouTube.

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
is online @

http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/outdoors/



COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLANNING COMMISSION
A Public Hearing of the Courtland Township 
Planning Commission will be held on Tues., 
March 16, 2021 at 7:00 PM at the Township 
Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford MI 49341. 
The following application will be a matter for 
consideration:

Application for rezoning from R-R, Rural Residential 
to R-1, Single Family Res., @ 8551 Brower Lake 
Dr., Part of Parcel ID #41-07-34-351-026, approx. 
.16 acres of the original parcel in the Southeast 
corner, Applicant: Cutler/Owner: McComb

Application for rezoning from R-R, Rural 
Residential to R-2, Two Family or Multiple Family 
Residential Zone @ 4949 14 Mile Ct. NE, Part of 
Parcel ID #41-07-07-300-068, approx.. 4 acres 
of land on the East side of the original parcel. 
Applicant/Owner: Kobe

Depending on public health conditions and 
applicable orders and directives, the meeting 
may be changed to a virtual electronic meeting. 
Interested persons should check the township’s 
website at www.courtlandtwp.org or call the 
Township at 866-0622 up to the day of the 
meeting for any changes and instructions.

Interested persons may attend the Public 
Hearing. Written comments may be addressed 
to the Planning Commission, address as noted 
above and/or call 616-866-0622 for further 
information, to make a comment, or if you have a 
disability that prevents from participating.

Courtland Township Planning Commission
Dated: February 25, 2021
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

2021 MARCH 
BOARD OF REVIEW 

THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE 

HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY 
BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING 
APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2021 

ASSESSMENT ROLL.

THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT: 
THE CITY HALL OFFICES 

66 S MAIN STREET NE
 CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 

ON 
TUESDAY MARCH 02, 2021 

(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM-4:00 PM

MONDAY MARCH 08, 2021 
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

AND
WEDNESDAY MARCH 10, 2021 

(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00PM – 3:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO MEET 
WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY CALLING 
THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 696-1330 EXT 
102; M-F 8-5. 

AN APPEAL MAY BE FILED BY LETTER. 
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT 
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY MARCH 08, 
2021. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE 
MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. IF A TAXPAYER 
OR PROPERTY OWNER HAS ANY QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THIS INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT THE ASSESSING DEPT. 

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS BOARD OF REVIEW
Dated: February 25, 2021

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
COURTLAND TOWNSHIP

BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
Public Notice is hereby given that the Public 
Hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year 
2021-22 will be held on Wednesday, March 3, 
2021 at 7:00 P.M. Please take notice that the 
meeting will be held by electronic remote access. 
The public may participate in the meeting through 
Zoom access by computer and smart phone 
with detailed instructions which will be available 
on the township website prior to the meeting. A 
copy of the proposed budget will be available for 
public inspection at the Courtland Township Hall, 
Monday through Thursday from 9:00 to Noon and 
1:00 to 4:30 PM.  

THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE 
PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A 
SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.

Dated: February 25, 2021  Susan K. Hartman, 
Clerk

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE 

TO TAXPAYERS AND
PROPERTY OWNERS OF 

NELSON TOWNSHIP
The Nelson Township Board of Review shall meet 
at the Municipal Hall 2 E Maple St, Sand Lake 
MI 49343 for the purpose of reviewing the 2021 
Assessment Roll on the following date(s):

Tuesday March 9th, 2021 from 9 AM – 9 PM

Please call PRIOR to the Board of Review if you 
have any questions or concerns regarding your 
Assessment Change Notice. (616-636-5332) 
Appeals must be made/received by the March 
5th, 2021. Protests are not accepted by email, 
facsimile or phone.

 
Dated:  February 25, 2021  Amanda Toomey

townshipassessing.amanda@gmail.com
Nelson Township Assessor

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

The Nelson Township Board will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed township budgets for 
the fiscal year 2021-2022 at the Township Hall at 
2 Maple St., Sand Lake MI, 49343 on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. A copy of the budgets 
will be available for public inspection prior to the 
hearing in the township office beginning March 4, 
2021 from 9am to 3pm Monday through Thursday.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be subject of the hearing.

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended (Opening Meeting Act), 
MCLA 41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with 
Disabilities (ADA).

This notice is given by order of the Nelson 
Township Board.

Dated:  February 25, 2021 Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE 
SOLON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Solon Township Board of Review will meet 
at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave NE on 
the following dates:

March 8, 2021 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

March 10, 2021 9:00 am – 12 Noon
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear be-
fore the Board of Review at 696-1718 from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm on Wednesday.  If you have spe-
cific questions contact the Assessor.  We are 
also accepting letter appeals from resident 
taxpayers.
       
Dated: Feb. 25, 2021  Thomas Doane, Assessor

Solon Township

SPENCER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

MARCH BOARD OF 
REVIEW 2021

The Spencer Township March Board of Review for 
2021 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall, 14960 
Meddler Ave NE or by electronic means if required 
by MDHHS order on the following dates:

Tuesday March 2, 2021  Organizational Meeting  
 5:00pm

Monday March 8th, 2021  9:00 am - 12:00 pm
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Tuesday March 9th, 2021 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

The March Board of review will hear petitions 
regarding: Assessed and Taxable values, Exemp-
tions, Classification, and Uncapping for the 2021 
tax season only.  Due to MDHHS Executive Orders, 
appointments are required.  Please call 616-984-
0035, Ext. 305 or email assessor@spencertwp.org 
to schedule an appointment.  Appeals by owners or 
authorized representatives only.  

Appeals to the Board of Review may be made 
in person, electronically, or by letter received by 
03/08/2021. Mail to Andrea Roberts, Assessor, 
14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen, MI 49326.  Please call 
for an appointment to appear before the Board at 
(616) 984-0035 on Tuesdays or Thursdays 8:30 am 
to 12:30 pm and 2:00pm – 5:00 pm or on Wednes-
days 8:30 am to Noon. 

Dated: February 25, 2021  Andrea Roberts
 Assessor, Spencer Township



Petree – 4-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Meet Petree! This lovely 
young lady can be a bit shy 
at first, but with patience 
and love you’ll win over 
this sweetheart in no 
time! She will sit and wait 
perfectly at the door, is 
super gentle when getting 
into her harness and taking 
treats. She’d prefer to be 
the center of attention as 
your only baby, furry or 
otherwise, but she LOVES people! Petree is deaf, but she 
still likes to run and play just like any other pup. (And who 
could resist that heart nose!) Would you like to give this 
little lover a home?

Maize – 16-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 
Meet Maize! Don’t let her 
grumpy face fool you, this 
beautiful house panther is 
a sweet, senior kitty who’s 
super affectionate and 
loves to be with her person! 
She appreciates a quiet, 
slow-paced environment, 
where she can get plenty 
of cuddles and do some 

window watching. Maize would love get cozy with you on 
the bed for an afternoon nap and have the opportunity 
to be your BFF! Maize’s foster mom says: “Often, I will find 
her at my feet when I am working at my desk, and she will 
even follow me around if I go into the kitchen. She wants to 
love YOU just as much as she wants someone to love her!” 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org
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.COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF 

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2021 Assessment 
Roll.  The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

Monday, March 08, 2021  9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 09, 2021  3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township hall at 866-0622 beginning 
Wednesday, February 24 through adjournment.  
Appeals may also be made by letter addressed to 
the Board of Review, Courtland Township, 7450 
14 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI  49341 if received no 
later than adjournment.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: Feb. 25, 2021  Jane Kolbe, Assessor
Courtland Township

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
COUNTY OF KENT

Part-time administrator 
positions available

The Village of Sand Lake is hiring two part-time 
administrator positions; Treasurer and a Clerk po-
sitions.

The Requirements:
Treasurer: Friendly customer service, accounting 
knowledge, BS&A Software knowledge preferable, 
good oral and writing communication skills.
Duties: Collect money and make deposits, run utility 
billing, run property taxes, be organized, and willing 
to attend meetings as needed.
Clerk: Friendly customer service, accounting knowl-
edge, BS&A Software knowledge preferable, good 
oral and writing communication skills.
Duties: Run payrolls, make bank reconciliations, run 
reports for the state,  be organized,able to work af-
ternoons, attend and write minutes during meetings.

Treasurer position is for Monday and Thursday 2 
days a week and Clerk for Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday 3 days a week.

For more detail of the duties contact the Village 
office for a copy.

Receiving applications until March 11,2021. Mail it 
to 2 E.Maple St. PO. Box 139 Sand Lake, Michigan 
49343

Dated: February 25, 2021 Nile Hayden, 
President

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

VaccineVaccine
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK
HELPHELP

WANTEDWANTED
LOSTLOST

AND AND FOUNDFOUND
HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Come weekday 
afternoons 

to TOUR 
3 HOMES 
FOR SALE.

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE and 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 
is looking for 

EXPERIENCED FINISHERS
and FORM SETTERS. 

Competitive wages, based on 
experience and skill level.

PLEASE CALL 
616.636.5453
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use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICENOTICE

CEDAR SPRINGS downtown. 
Studio Apartment for rent 
$650.00 Call for more details 
and application 616-918-6430. 
#tfnb

Found: Gift Card found at the 
Meijer Gas Station in Cedar 
Springs on February 4th. Call 
to identify with the Card (place) 
name and amount on the card. 
616-889-6714. #7

Found: Set of keys (with Honda 
key) found on 16 Mile just east 
of Algoma in the street. Call 616-
696-6100, leave a message. #5

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

PP      STSTTheThe

Support YOUR LOCAL 
Newspaper

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616.696.3655

100% advertiser supported100% advertiser supported

Connect with Connect with communitycommunity

PP      STSTTheThe
Advertise in



USDA and FDA: No transmission of 
COVID-19 through food or packaging

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 10  Thursday, February 25, 2021

BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

HEATING & VENTILATION
ABSOLUTE

email: absoluteheating@charter.net
AbsoluteVentilation.com

*FREE ESTIMATES* 616.866.5069

• FURNACES • A/Cs 
• WATER HEATERS

HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY
Kent County Health Department administers 
20,000th dose of COVID-19 vaccine

From L to R: Mary Wisinski, Immunizations Supervisor at Kent County Health Department 
was the first to receive a dose at KCHD on December 18, 2020; and Shelley Grissom 
received the 20,000th dose on February 19. 

The Kent County Health Department (KCHD) ad-
ministered dose number 20,000 the morning of Feb-
ruary 19 at its vaccine clinic located at 700 Fuller 
NE. The milestone comes almost two months exact-
ly since the first dose was administered on Decem-
ber 18, 2020.

Shelley Grissom of Grand Rapids was the recipi-
ent of the landmark dose when she received her first 
dose of the vaccine around 10:30 a.m. She was pre-
sented with balloons and a crown by KCHD staff to 
celebrate the event.

“This is the best birthday present I could have ever 
asked for,” said Grissom whose birthday was Mon-
day, February 22. “I have been wanting the vaccine 
for a long time and now I have it.”

Grissom’s husband of 28 years, Robert Grissom, 
received his first dose on Thursday, February 18.

KCHD Immunizations Supervisor Mary Winsins-
ki, who received the first dose administered at the 
KCHD clinic on December 18, was on hand to wit-
ness the moment.

“This achievement shows what public health is all 
about. Our staff has been working tirelessly for the 

past year to get to this point. Today they are able to 
start seeing the tangible results of those efforts and 
they deserve to celebrate.”

The KCHD clinic is open by appointment only 
and is currently working to vaccinate people over 
65, and prioritized frontline workers as identified 
by the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Service.

As of February 19, 2021, more than 136 thousand 
doses of COVID-19 Vaccine have been adminis-
tered to Kent County Residents. Of this amount, 
more than 85 thousand have received their first vac-
cines and more than 50 thousand have now received 
their second doses.

“This is a significant moment in Kent County, not 
just for our clinic at KCHD but for everyone who 
lives in Kent County,” said Dr. Adam London, Di-
rector at KCHD. “Everyday we are one step closer 
to containing this virus and getting back to our nor-
mal lives.

To learn more about their vaccine efforts, visit 
www.vaccinatewestmi.com.

WASHINGTON, Feb. 18, 2021 — After more than a 
year since the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) out-
break was declared a global health emergency, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention continue to underscore that there is no credible 
evidence of food or food packaging associated with or as 
a likely source of viral transmission of severe acute respi-
ratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), the virus 
causing COVID-19.

Our confidence in the safety of the U.S. food supply re-
mains steadfast. Consumers should be reassured that we 
continue to believe, based on our understanding of current-
ly available reliable scientific information, and supported 
by overwhelming international scientific consensus, that 
the foods they eat and food packaging they touch are highly 
unlikely to spread SARS-CoV-2.

It’s particularly important to note that COVID-19 is a re-
spiratory illness that is spread from person to person, unlike 
foodborne or gastrointestinal viruses, such as norovirus and 
hepatitis A that often make people ill through contaminat-
ed food. While there are relatively few reports of the virus 
being detected on food and packaging, most studies focus 
primarily on the detection of the virus’ genetic fingerprint 

https://www.food.gov.uk/research/research-projects/
qualitative-risk-assessment-on-the-risk-of-food-or-food-
contact-materials-as-a-transmission-route-for-sars-cov-2.

In addition, considering the more than 100 million cases 
of COVID-19, we have not seen epidemiological evidence 
of food or food packaging as the source of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission to humans. Furthermore, transmission has 
not been attributed to food products or packaging through 
national and international surveillance systems. Food busi-
ness operations continue to produce a steady supply of safe 
food following current Good Manufacturing Practices and 
preventive controls, focusing on good hygiene practices, 
and keeping workers safe.

Based on the scientific information that continues to be 
made available over the course of the pandemic, the USDA 
and FDA continue to be confident in the safety of the food 
available to American consumers and exported to interna-
tional customers.

The following is attributed to Acting USDA Secretary Kevin Shea and Acting 
FDA Commissioner Janet Woodcock, M.D.

rather than evidence of transmission of virus resulting 
in human infection. Given that the number of virus par-
ticles that could be theoretically picked up by touching 
a surface would be very small and the amount needed 
for infection via oral inhalation would be very high, the 
chances of infection by touching the surface of food pack-
aging or eating food is considered to be extremely low.

The USDA and the FDA are sharing this update based 
upon the best available information from scientific bodies 
across the globe, including a continued international con-
sensus that the risk is exceedingly low for transmission 
of SARS-CoV-2 to humans via food and food packag-
ing. For example, a recent opinion from the International 
Commission on Microbiological Specifications for Foods 
(ICMSF) (PDF, 352 KB), stated: “Despite the billions 
of meals and food packages handled since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, to date there has not been 
any evidence that food, food packaging or food handling 
is a source or important transmission route for SARS-
CoV-2 resulting in COVID-19.” https://www.icmsf.org/
wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ICMSF2020-Letterhead-
COVID-19-opinion-final-03-Sept-2020.BF_.pdf

Additional literature reviews and analyses from oth-
er countries agree. See https://nzfssrc.org.nz/covid19 and 



CTA Featured Staff 
Mr. Dan Clark

Mr. Dan Clark has served at CTA for 23 years in many roles 
and currently serves as our grounds and maintenance supervisor. 
Mr. Clark supports all of our staff, students, and families every 
day at CTA and always has a smile on his face!

Mrs. Kelly Atkins
This is Mrs. Atkins’s tenth year at 

CTA, serving as the CTA Adminis-
trative Assistant. She supports all of 
our administration, staff, students, and 
families in grades PreK-12th. Mrs. Atkins is dedicated to help-
ing the CTA family and does so with a smile and caring heart.

Mrs. Sonya Alverson
Mrs. Sonya Alverson is our Food 

Service Supervisor and has been 
working at CTA for six years. She always has a smile on her face 
and is dedicated to making sure our Chargers have a nutritious 

and balanced lunch. CTA is blessed to 
have such a caring and dedicated food-
service leader that is always supporting 
our Chargers.

Mrs. Sara Middlebrook
Mrs. Middlebrook has been working 

with CTA for six years, serving as our Student Data Coordinator. 
She brings enthusiasm and energy to our office and always has a 
smile on her face. We appreciate the positive energy she brings 
to our team.
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TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS

Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

School Spelling Bee 
Champs

Congratulations to CTA Spelling Bee Champion, 
sixth-grader Penelope Rose and runner-up, fifth-grad-
er Raelynn Dells! These two young ladies performed 
brilliantly to earn the top two places in the competition. 
They will now move on to the Regional Spelling Bee 
which will be held virtually on Feb. 23rd. Good luck 
girls and go Chargers!!

Runner-Up Raelynn Dells and winner Penelope Rose

Chargers Celebrate Black History Month

Black History Month is an annual celebration of achieve-
ments by African Americans and a time for recognizing their 
central role in U.S. history. Since 1976, every U.S. president 
has officially designated the month of February as Black His-
tory Month. In 1976 President Gerald Ford began the now 
annual tradition celebrating Black History Month to “seize 
the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accom-
plishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor 
throughout our history.”

How CTA is celebrating Black History Month:
●  6-12th grade teachers are incorporating several vid-

eos, read & reflection writes and classroom discussions 
within their FIT and WIN classes throughout the month 
of February.

●  Students are learning about several prominent African 

Americans such as Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., 
Malcolm X, Carter G. Woodson, Sojourner Truth and 
the Tuskegee Airmen to recognize the important role 
they played in the development of our nation.

●  High School US History students are reading articles 
from the African American Studies Research Guide to 
compare and contrast predominant African American 
figures and events, and are discussing what impact they 
have had on the course of our history.

● Elementary students explored influential African Amer-
icans in a variety of ways through engaging read alouds, 
creating graphic biographies and studying African 
American musical artists and the impact of Jazz culture 
in America.

Dan Clark

Kelly Atkins

Sonya Alverson

Sara Middlebrook
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SHOP LOCAL, SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

FREE 
TO YOU!
Because 
we’re 
advertiser 
supported!

#shoplocal 
#shopthepost

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

 

CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

ObserverObserver
...continued from page 3 ...continued from page 3 
decided to speak up on her behalf, which alerted authorities as 
to who was responsible and also got this young girl the help she 
needed.

Mark Toliver was murdered in May of 2016 and Silent Observ-
er received a tip shortly after naming the person involved. It took 
a few years for police to develop the case, but the suspect was 
arrested and charged last spring, thanks to an anonymous tipster. 

Dangerous people with felony warrants including shootings, 
parole absconders and drug dealers selling heroin, meth, and co-
caine.

Nine weapons were removed from our streets thanks to Silent 
Observer tipsters.

Silent Observer received a record number of tips that led to the 
identities of 12 individuals who vandalized our beautiful down-
town area, doing $2.1 million dollars in damage.     

In 2020, Silent Observer addressed the violence by:
Increasing rewards regarding violence, gun crimes, and burglar-

ies of car dealerships, gun stores and cell phone stores.  
You Know Who Killed Me Billboard Campaign - We ask any-

one with any knowledge of unsolved homicides to share their in-
formation with Silent Observer to bring the killers to justice.  A 
$3,000 reward is offered.

Offering rewards for information leading to those who vandal-
ized our beautiful downtown doing $2.1 million dollars in dam-
age.  We received a record number of tips which led police to ar-
rest many of the people involved.

Silent Observer uses state of the art tip taking technology where 
users can contact us via phone, web, and mobile app.  Someone is 
always on-hand to deliver the crime-solving information to police, 
24/7.  

Silent Observer Promises Anonymity
With crimes occurring in our city so fast and furious, our cit-

izens need a safe place to share their important crime-solving 
information without fear of retaliation from criminals. The Code 
of Silence is a strong force, and you all know, the only beneficia-
ries of the code of silence are the ones who make life difficult for 
us.  Silent Observer is there for the community; not only does tip 
information help police remove criminals from our streets, but vic-
tims of crime also get answers and see justice being served. That’s 
why a functional and efficient Silent Observer Program is more 
important than ever. Silent Observer is a non-profit organization 
that guarantees those who provide tips to us will remain anony-
mous. We don’t have caller ID and we do not track IP addresses. 
And if a tip leads to an arrest, the tipster is eligible for a reward.   
State law protects Silent Observer tips from discovery and FOIA 
so you can be assured, that those who use our many anonymous 
tip lines will never, ever be identified. See the graphic that ex-
plains how a tip is handled from start to finish.  

not see news reports of the fire. But, in 2018, the informant was 
interviewed by the Medill Justice Project and the informant ad-
mitted that he had seen news coverage of the case before speaking 
to Nixon.

The WMU-Cooley Innocence Project worked with the Wayne 

County Conviction Integrity Unit to DNA test the Molotov cock-
tail used to start the fire. Unfortunately, no DNA results were 
obtained. However, there was other new evidence that support-
ed Nixon’s innocence and the Cooley team requested the Wayne 
County Conviction Integrity Unit to reinvestigate the case.  Based 
on their own investigation and findings, the Wayne County Con-
viction Integrity Unit requested a new trial and the dismissal of 
all charges.

The WMU-Cooley Innocence Project is the only post-convic-
tion DNA innocence organization in the state. Since its inception, 
the office has screened over 5,800 cases and is responsible for the 
exoneration of five men: Kenneth Wyniemko (2003), Nathan-
iel Hatchett (2008), and Wayne County residents Donya Davis 
(2014), LeDura Watkins (2017), and Kenneth Nixon. This past 
year, the WMU-Cooley Innocence Project supported the exoner-
ations of Ramon Ward and Lacino Hamilton by contributing its 
DNA expertise and grant resources to obtain testing.

In 2018, the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office and the 
WMU-Cooley Innocence Project received a $451,238 Blood-
sworth grant from the Department of Justice to screen claims of 
innocence and conduct DNA testing of material evidence in ap-
propriate cases. Since 2018, the two offices have been partnering 
on forensic casework.

At the end of the hearing, after learning that 28 cases have re-
sulted in exonerations since Wayne County Conviction Integrity 
Unit was formed, the Hon. Bruce Morrow asked, “If there were 
more schools like Cooley that participated in the innocence proj-
ect, how many more individuals could be exonerated?”

The WMU-Cooley Innocence Project has a similar grant part-
nership with the Michigan Attorney General Office, Conviction 
Integrity Unit, assisting its office with the evaluation of innocence 
claims.

Established in 2001, the WMU-Cooley Innocence Project pro-
vides legal assistance to persons who are claiming factual inno-
cence. Their work focuses on obtaining post-conviction DNA 
testing and challenging unreliable forensic practices. 

For more information visit www.cooley.edu/academics/experi-
ential-learning/innocence-project.

InnocenceInnocence
...continued from page 3 ...continued from page 3 

ThemeTheme
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

winner was Felicia Smith.
“A big thank you to all of you who contributed your 

thoughts and ideas! We loved them all!” said Deyman.
The 2020 festival was canceled due to limitations on 

gatherings under the COVID-19 emergency orders. But 
Deyman is hopeful they can bounce back.

“Like everyone else, the festival has been hit hard finan-
cially from the effects of COVID 19, but we hope that with 
the continued support from our sponsors and Cedar Springs 
Community, we will be able to bring the traditions back.”


