
On the brisk morning of 
Thursday, February 11, there 
were lots of smiles at the Spar-
ta Senior Neighbors Center. 

There were 175 freezer 
meals distributed along with 
essentials and baked goods, 
and every senior was offered 

coffee and chocolate-covered 
strawberries in celebration of 
LOVE (a.k.a. Valentine’s 

The Michigan State Police 
warned residents earlier this 
week about the snow-covered 
roads and sub-zero tempera-
tures we faced Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and encouraged 
state residents and visitors to 
be extra cautious when going 
outdoors.

“With the National Weather 
Service forecasting sub-zero 
temperatures, it’s important 
that Michiganders take steps to 
stay safe during this period of 
cold weather,” said Capt. Kev-
in Sweeney, deputy state director of Emergency 
Management and commander of the Michigan 
State Police, Emergency

Management and Homeland Security Divi-
sion (MSP/EMHSD). “If you must go outdoors 
or have to travel, be sure to dress appropriately 
and have an emergency preparedness kit in your 
vehicle.”

The National Weather Service is forecasting 
portions of Michigan to experience sub-zero 
overnight low temperatures tonight (Tuesday 
into Wednesday). Exposure to these tempera-
tures could potentially cause frostbite and hypo-
thermia.

To stay safe during cold weather:
• Limit your time outside. If you need to go 

outside, wear layers of warm clothing. Watch for 
signs of frostbite and hypothermia.

• Signs of frostbite include loss of feeling and 
color around the face, fingers and toes, numb-
ness, white or grayish-yellow skin, firm or waxy 
skin.

• Signs of hypothermia include shivering, ex-
haustion, confusion, fumbling hands, memory 
loss, slurred speech or drowsiness.

• Avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Only use 
generators and grills outdoors and away from 
windows. Never heat your home with a gas 

Top (L to R): Skip Hiler shows off his coloring pages and Virginia Turpin shows off her home-
made Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls. Bottom (L to R): Turpin won the Valentine cupcake bouquet 
and all seniors received a hot cocoa valentine. Photos courtesy of Jane Ringler.
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Stay safe during bitter cold 
and snow impacting Michigan

Three arrested in Sand Lake meth bust
Detectives from the Cen-

tral Michigan Enforcement 
Team (CMET) arrested 
three people from Sand 
Lake last week on sever-
al charges related to both 
crystal methamphetamine 
and weapons.

On Tuesday, February 10, 
2021, Central Michigan En-
forcement Team (CMET) 
detectives, assisted by 
Troopers from the Lakev-
iew Post and the Michigan 
State Police Emergency 
Support Team, executed a 
search warrant in the 100 
block of Long Road in Sand 
Lake.  After a lengthy in-
vestigation involving the 
sales of crystal metham-
phetamine, two people at 
the scene were arrested for 
possession of methamphet-
amine and maintaining a 
drug house: Storm Leighton 
Snow, a 32-year-old male; 
and Falicia Ann Boyd, a 
28-year-old female. The 
two were arrested without 
incident. 

A third person, Zachary 
Nelson Lumbert, age 35, 
was arrested on a traffic stop 
after leaving the residence 
and was found to be in pos-

session of a large quantity 
of crystal methamphetamine 
and carrying a concealed, 
unregistered handgun.  All 
three subjects, from Sand 
Lake, were lodged at the 
Montcalm County jail and 
arraigned in the Montcalm 
County District Court on 
February 11.

Snow was charged with 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance-meth-
amphetamine, and one 
count of maintaining a drug 

house. He bonded out on a 
$25,000 personal recogni-
zance bond.

Boyd was charged with 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance-meth-
amphetamine. She bonded 
out on a $10,000 personal 
recognizance bond.

Lumbert was arraigned 
on four charges: one count 
of manufacture and deliv-
ery of a controlled sub-
stance-methamphetamine; 
one count of carrying a con-

cealed weapon; one count 
of felony firearm; and one 
count of maintaining a drug 
house. His bail was set at 
$150,000 cash/surety. He is 
still in custody.

All three suspects a have 
a probable cause conference 
set for February 24 at 10:30 
a.m.

CMET is a multi-jurisdic-
tional drug enforcement task 
force that works in Ionia, 
Newaygo, Montcalm, and 
Mecosta counties comprised 

of police officers from the 
Michigan State Police, Io-
nia County Sheriff’s De-
partment, Big Rapids DPS, 
Montcalm County Sheriff’s 
Department, Mecosta Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, and 
Newaygo County Sheriff’s 
Department.

Anyone who would like to 
provide information about 
drug activity in CMET’s 
work area can call CMET’s 
tip line at 1-800-342-0406 
or Silent Observer.

Post file photo by J. Reed.

Crystal methamphetamine recovered in the Sand Lake drug 
bust Feb. 10. Photo courtesy of the MSP.

Suspect Zachary Lumbert is charged with carrying an unregistered 
concealed weapon. Photo courtesy of the MSP.

Storm Leighton Snow

Zachary Nelson Lumbert

Falicia Ann Boyd



It’s not just kids that have fun outdoors in 
the winter! Julie Kristen, of Vom Platzhirsch 
Kennels in Cedar Springs, gave us this cute 
photo of German Shepherds having a romp 

in the snow. They look like they don’t have 
a care in the world!

Thank you, Julie, for sending us your 
photo!
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Yeast in beer converts 
into two things. 
Ethanol and CO2.
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Congratulations to Mission Point of 
Cedar Springs Five Star achievement! 

Along the shores
Michigan artist creates art that reflects state’s nature and 
heritage

Keli Spears Hin-
denach, a mixed 
media artist, will 
have a new exhib-
it at O’Flynn’s Art 
Gallery located at 
60 N. Main Street in 
Cedar Springs, from 
February 20-March 
20. The exhibit cel-
ebrates the natural 
beauty and history 
of our area.

“At O’Flynn’s 
we strive to bring 
people together to 
celebrate the unique 
and diverse creativ-
ity of those around 
us, to lift each oth-
er up in mind and 
spirit,” said Aman-
da Litz, owner of 
O’Flynn’s. “It is 
our goal to share the 
passions and talents 
of our local artist 
with the communi-
ty of Cedar Springs 
and the surround-
ing area, and Keli 
Spears Hindenach 
has passion and talent in 
spades. She brings the nat-
ural wonder of the beach to 
life with her jewelry, photos, 
and paintings.”

“At O’Flynn’s we support 
local artists, craftsmen, and 
talented community mem-
bers by providing a platform 

for them to showcase their 
unique custom one-of-a-kind 
products,” continued Litz. 
“Join us in appreciating the 
awe and splendor her work 
inspires.” 

Participating in over 300 
exhibits and shows to date, 
Keli Spears Hindenach uses 
various mediums to explore 

the themes of coastal water-
ways and our amazing local 
history and beauty. Growing 
up in Michigan on America’s 
north coast, Keli continues to 
be inspired by the great lakes 
region and currently lives in 
Albion, Michigan.

“I take inspiration from 
wandering along the water’s 

Attorney General Nessel warns 
consumers of new credit card scam

Winter snow funWinter snow fun

LANSING – Michigan 
Attorney General Dana Nes-
sel is warning consumers 
of a new scam that’s been 
reported by at least one res-
ident to the Department’s 
Consumer Protection team. 

The complainant report-
edly received a call from a 
scammer who insisted that 
a new Michigan law has 
passed which dissolves 
credit card debt as long as 
the credit card number, ex-
piration date, security code 
and ZIP code are provid-
ed. Nessel is urging anyone 

who gets this call to imme-
diately hang up as it is yeta 
another attempt to cheat 
people out of their personal 
information and hard-earned 
money.  

“Scammers are relentless 
and will try anything they 
can to steal your credit card 
information,” said Nessel. 
“Especially with tax season 
approaching, I cannot stress 
enough how important it is 
that we all stay hyper-vig-
ilant when it comes to pro-
tecting ourselves. Remem-
ber, if it sounds too good to 

be true, it probably is.”  
Nessel encourages Mich-

iganders to visit the Con-
sumer Protection page on 
the Department’s website 
to get familiar with steps 
everyone can take to better 
protect themselves. Regard-
less of the type of scam, bad 
actors tend to use the same 
approach. Michiganders 
should always watch for 
one or more of the following 
signs: 

• Urgent or secret re-
quests; 

• Believable stories or 
connections;   

• Requests for financial or 
other personal informa-
tion; 

•  Unusual payment types, 
such as wire transfers or 
gift cards; and  

•  An offer too good to be 
true. 

Your connection to 
consumer protection is 
just a click or phone call 
away. Consumer complaints 
can be filed online at the 
Attorney General’s web-
site, or by calling 877-765-
8388. Visit the Michigan At-
torney General’s website at 
michigan.gov/ag, then click 
on consumer protection, 
then scroll down the page 
to the consumer complaints 
section where you will see a 
spot to file a complaint.

edge in our local environ-
ments,” said Hindenach. 
“This exhibition is a reflec-
tion of the region’s coastlines 
and their history.”

The exhibit opens at noon 
on February 20 with an artist 
meet and greet until 2 p.m. 
O’Flynn’s Art Gallery is lo-
cated at 60 N Main Street 
in downtown Cedar Springs 
and provides a diverse array 
of classes, studio spaces and 
events.

Ms. Hindenach studied art 
and history with an under-
graduate degree from Illinois 
State University. Her grad-
uate work at Arizona State 
University led to a career as a 
museum curator and cultural 

non-profit director. Keli has 
taught various art courses, 
camps and workshops from 
the preschool to college lev-
els. For the exhibit opening, 
she will teach a class at 2 
p.m. “The Business of Art” 
and a wire wrapping class at 
4pm.

“We’ve had an overwhelm-
ingly positive response to the 
‘Business of Art’ class al-
ready,” said Hindenach. “We  
are getting  a great mix of 
staff, volunteers, and artists 
that all want to learn more 
and talk about their perspec-
tives. With Covid keeping so 
many people at home for so 
long, a number of individuals 
have either re-engaged with 

their art or turned to selling it 
for the first time to make up 
for lost income.”

With her husband Michael, 
Keli owns Along The Shores 
LLC and is represented in 
galleries and art centers 
throughout the United States.  
More information may be 
found on www.alongthes-
horesllc.com

Parking is available along 
the street in front of the shop 
and at several city parking 
lots within walking distance. 
You can learn more about 
O’Flynn’s by visiting them 
online at www.oflynnss-
hoppe.com and you can also 
follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram. 



this plan, we are putting our 
metrics where our mouth is 
and hope it proves a useful 
tool to elected leaders as 
we enter a new phase of the 
pandemic.”

Winslow also encourages 
the state to expedite hospi-
tality worker vaccinations as 
“Other Essential Frontline 
Workers” under Category 
1b.

States including Colorado, 

New York, Massachusetts, 
and Washington D.C. have 
already begun the targeted 
vaccination of the hospital-
ity industry.

“There is no faster way to 
build back our restaurants 
and hotels than through the 
systematic, expedited vac-
cination of Michigan’s hos-
pitality industry,” Winslow 
said. “Vaccination will pro

By Scott McClallen,
The Center Square

After nearly a year of 
operating under heavy 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
the Michigan Restaurant 
and Lodging Association 
(MRLA) pitched a “met-
ric-driven roadmap” to 
restore normal hospitality 
industry operations.

The plan creates a sched-
ule that ties hospitality oc-
cupancy restrictions to the 
COVID-19 daily positive 
test rate (www.mistartmap.
info).

“We have long advo-
cated the need for a more 
comprehensive strategy 
for the economic reinte-
gration of our restaurants, 
banquet centers and enter-
tainment venues in Michi-
gan,” MRLA President and 
CEO Justin Winslow said 
in a statement. “Through 

Recently, reader Steve 
Hegedus sent us two photos 
of old construction toys up 
for sale on ebay—and the box 
said they were made in Cedar 
Springs, Michigan. 

“I’ve never heard of any-
thing like this existing in Cedar 
before,” he wrote. Neither had 
we, so we decided to try to find 
out what the story was.

According to information 
from the Henry Ford Museum 
website, Blockraft toys were 
made in Grand Rapids from 
1937-1946, and the materials 
were made from wood and 
cardboard. Here is their sum-
mary: “Children love to build 
things—whether they create 
imaginative worlds or smaller 
versions of the real one. Con-
struction toys are quite literally 
and figuratively ‘the building 
blocks of childhood.’ Play-
ing with them builds physical 
and intellectual skills—and 
encourages creativity. This set 
of colorful blocks used pegs to 

help secure a child’s creation 
together.”

The photo on their website 
looked liked one we were 
sent, but we couldn’t see the 
part that said where they were 
made. Why did they say they 
were made in Grand Rapids? 
We sent the Henry Ford Mu-
seum an email but did not hear 
back. At the same time, we 
contacted the Cedar Springs 
Historical Society to see if they 
had any info, which they did, 
along with some of the toys. In 
fact, they have a whole page 
about Blockraft in their book, 
The Making of a Town, a his-
torical journey through Cedar 
Springs, Michigan.

According to Sharon Jett, 
director of the Cedar Springs 
Historical Museum, the com-
pany had its start in Grand 
Rapids, and the owners were 
Frank and Russell Van Dore. 
They created a wooden set of 
shapes, with holes drilled on 
each side, to be connected with 

wooden dowels. 
Tinker Toys and 
Lincoln Logs, 
which were cre-
ated in the early 
1900s, were pop-
ular construction 
toys at the time.

S o m e t i m e 
in the 1930s, local resident 
Ray Oppeneer was hired as 
a production manager. Then, 
in about 1945, the operation 
was moved to 142 W. Cherry 
Street, in Cedar Springs, on 
the north side of Cherry and 
Fifth Streets. Oppeneer’s fam-
ily told Jett that in the 1950s, 
Raymond bought shares in 
the company and became the 
owner. 

“Many different products 
were designed to meet the 
growth and educational needs 
of children and schools,” Jett 
wrote in the book. It said that 
the sorting and packaging 
were done on an assembly 
line, with about 30 area wom-

en assembling the toy set, and 
about eight men operating the 
machines that manufactured 
the toys. The company re-
portedly sold its products to 
schools in the U.S. and Cana-
da. April through October was 
their busier time, with many 
employees laid off November 
through March.

Eventually, American toy 
manufacturers found it diffi-
cult to compete with overseas 
competition, and the introduc-
tion of plastic toys as well. The 
book reports that Oppeneer 
retired in 1964 and sold the as-
sets of the company and retired 
the Blockraft name.

Jett said they have several 
examples of the toys in their 

exhibit, but the museum is not 
currently open. Those wishing 
to see the toys can visit when 
they reopen, tentatively in 
April. You can also see photos 
of them in the book. If you’d 
like to learn more about the 
museum, visit their website at 
www.cedarspringsmuseum.
org. To contact them, send an 
email to cedarspringsmuse-
um@gmail.com.

Restaurants pitch reopening plan tied 
to COVID-19 positivity case data

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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Nearly 200 arrested for impaired 
driving  during holiday crackdown
159 drunk drivers and 39 drugged drivers taken off our roads

The Michigan Restaurant and Lodging Association’s plan to gradually remove restrictions on the 
hospitality industry as COVID-19 case positivity decreases. MRLA plan screenshot.

Officers from 90 police departments, sheriff’s offices and Mich-
igan State Police (MSP) posts recently increased patrols across the 
state during the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over crackdown from 
December 11, 2020 to January 1, 2021.

Before and during the Christmas and New Year’s holidays, law 
enforcement officers throughout Michigan participated in the en-
forcement campaign with the goal of saving lives and decreasing 
crashes by stopping impaired drivers.

“If you are impaired by any substance you shouldn’t drive,” said 
Michael L. Prince, Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP) 
director. “Motorists were asked to make responsible decisions 
as they celebrated the holidays and to have a plan in place to get 
home safely. Unfortunately, the holidays were not a merry occa-
sion for everyone.”

Preliminary reports indicate officers made 7,529 traffic stops, 
arrested 159 drunk drivers and 39 drivers under the influence of 
drugs, issued 1,120 speeding citations, 88 seat belt citations, and 
13 child-restraint citations. In addition, officers made 147 felony 
arrests during the enforcement period.

Out of the attic
Blockraft: a Cedar Springs toy company
By Judy Reed

These construction toys were made in Cedar Springs.

In one instance, a trooper from the 
MSP Flint Post responded to a 
road-rage incident in progress, 
which led to the arrest of a 
suspect for two counts of felo-
nious assault, CCW (firearm), 
possession of a firearm with 
unlawful intent, multiple counts 
of felony firearm, and possession of Ad-
derall.

According to the 2019 Michigan Annual Drunk Driving Au-
dit by the MSP, 41.9 percent of all fatal crashes that occurred in-
volved alcohol, drugs, or both. 

In Michigan, it is illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concen-
tration (BAC) of .08 or higher, although motorists can be arrested 
at any BAC level if an officer believes they are impaired. Mich-
igan’s drunk driving law contains a zero-tolerance provision for 
drivers with certain illegal drugs in their system. The same pen
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Church ConnectionChurch Connection
From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Advertise Your 
Church HERE!

Call THE POST @ 616-696-3655

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Jesus is a friend who 
knows all your faults

and still loves you anyway.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

ChurchChurch

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Drive-in Service 2021 
Sundays @ 9:30 am transmitted over 
FM radio 95.5 WLOV until further notice.

“Where You are Loved”

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Larry French
Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Pastor David G. Ward
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
361 Pine Street, Cedar Springs

THE MAN ACROSS THE HALL

Some time ago members 
of our family gathered for 
a funeral. The room where 
we gathered was remark-
ably full for the passing of 
a lady of 95 years. The oc-
casion was marked by kind 
words and fond memories.

Across the hall, no-
body was there. Not one 
person stopped by to pay 
their last respects until my 
wife’s cousin recognized 

the name. She knew him 
as a resident of the County 
Home that her mother had 
managed. His hobby was 
to buy used mowers at yard 
sales and fix them up to 
mow the grounds. When it 
was time for his memorial 
service, a few care workers 
from his most recent nurs-
ing facility slipped in. They 
knew him as the shriveled 
shell he had become after 

leaving the County Home 
as a more robust man. The 
member of the funeral 
home staff who officiated 
this indigent funeral knew 
him as a man who attended 
church every Sunday in bib 
overalls.  No family mem-
bers and a mere 12 people 
attended his memorial—a 
paltry number to commem-
orate a life of 88 years. Al-
most no one was there to 

offer respect to a seeming 
nobody.

But the table next to his 
casket told a far different 
story. It was covered with 
medals from a life of val-
or. Forgotten details re-
vealed he had served with 
distinction in World War 
II. At least once, he had sin-
gle-handedly taken out an 
enemy sniper’s nest. Med-
als earned included a Purple 
Heart, and both a Bronze 
and Silver Star. 

The man across the hall 
that almost everyone treat-
ed as a nobody was really 
somebody!  He was a for-
gotten hero, dying alone, 
without respect. 

It made me wonder. Who 
is the person across the hall, 
street, room, or workplace 
from us? Do we treat them 
as another nameless, face-
less, valueless individual?  
Or, do we see them for the 
person they are?

Lord, open our eyes, our 
minds, our hearts to truly 
see the “nobody’s” who sur-
round us.

“This is my command-
ment: Love each other in the 
same way I have loved you” 
John 15:12 (NLT).

 
 

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

DirectoryDirectory
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can 
no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. 
Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. 
You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions 
we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

We are still 
CLOSEDCLOSED

to the Publicto the Public

But we are
NOW NOW 
OPENOPEN
to Private Parties/to Private Parties/
Events for up to 25Events for up to 25
Rentals start at $100Rentals start at $100
Email events@kenttheatre.com Email events@kenttheatre.com 
for more information.for more information.

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Hometown Happenings are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/

hometown-happenings/

• Breakfast & Lunch  7am-2pm Tue-Sun
• Friday Night All-you-can-eat Fish 4pm-8pm 
• Daily Specials 
• Homemade Desserts 

4615 14 MILE RD • ROCKFORD

Community Give Back Sundays
We Give Back a portion of sales to 

a LOCAL non-profit EVERY SUNDAY!
CATERING AVAILABLE 616-439-3025

HOMESTYLE COOKING

Used Book Sale at CS Library
Oct. 16-20: The Cedar Springs Friends of the Library 
is hosting a used book sale February 16 - 20. Tuesday 
- Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and Saturday from 
9:00 am to Noon in the Cedar Springs Public Library 
Community Room. Masks are required. All proceeds 
help fund Library programs. #6,7p

The old twist-a-roo
One day an old man took his friend for a ride on his 

motorcycle. His friend said, “It’s freezing back here.” 
The old man told him to turn his coat around so the 
wind wouldn’t blow through the opening. His friend did 
and seemed to be fine. 

After awhile, the old man noticed his friend had fallen 
off. So he went back to look for him and saw a group of 
people in the road, with his friend lying on the ground 
in the middle of them. 

“Is he all right?” asked the old man.
“He seemed to be doing fine,” said one person, “until 

we turned his head back around.”

Rep. Huizenga 
schedules local office 
hour opportunities 
for February

 
Rep. Mark Huizenga of Walker has scheduled new op-

portunities to meet with Kent County residents of the 
Michigan House’s 74th District.

Details are as follows:
Feb. 19, 2-3 p.m.: A virtual office hours session will be 

held through Zoom. Residents may reserve a 10-minute 
slot by emailing MarkHuizenga@house.mi.gov or calling 
(517) 373-8900.

Feb. 26, 8:30-9:30 a.m.: In-person visits are scheduled 
at the Rainbow Grill, located at 4158 Chicago Drive SW 
#1265 in Grandville.

The 74th District encompasses the cities of Walker, 
Grandville, Rockford and Cedar Springs, as well as Solon, 
Tyrone, Sparta, Algoma and Alpine townships.

Red Flannel volunteers needed
This pair of Red Flannel 

long johns needs your help! 
He is sitting outside of RF 
volunteer Rose Powell’s 

house in the City of Cedar 
Springs. He said he would 
sit there until you know 
what froze over, just to get 

people to volunteer to help 
with this year’s festival! 
Volunteers are always need-
ed. So if you’d like to vol-

unteer to help and get this 
guy back inside where it’s 
warm, give Rose Powell a 
call at (616) 696-2662.

Day). 
As the sun came out, the mood was very warm. Chris Sloan ser-

enaded the seniors with songs fitting for the friendships and good 
memories of days in the past when the senior center was open for 
gatherings and parties. Fifty seniors came out to celebrate. Skip 
Hiler brought his coloring album to show his friends what has 
been keeping him occupied during this time away from the center. 
He completes 2 coloring pages a day. Virginia Turpin, a doll mak-
er, showed off her craft that has been keeping her busy. Turpin’s  
dolls keep the center’s coordinator, Jane Ringler, busy as well, 
finding respective buyers for the handmade Raggedy Ann & 
Andy dolls that are sold for only the cost of materials.

Ringler made a cupcake bouquet and many seniors entered the 
drawing for the chance to take it home. Turpin was thrilled to win 
it and shared the cupcakes with her friends. 

Every senior member from the communities of Sparta, Kent 
City, Rockford, Cedar Springs, Comstock Park, Sand Lake, and 
beyond received a handmade hot cocoa valentine. Thanks to Se-
nior Neighbors volunteers and staff, valentine treats were also de-
livered to everyone who could not make it into the Center. Even 
though the Senior Neighbors Centers have been temporarily 
closed almost a full year due to COVID-19, Senior Neighbors is 
finding ways to bring a bit of joy to the retired people in Kent 
County.  The members are looking forward to the day the Center 
reopens and they can gather with their friends. 

Anyone age 60 or older is invited to contact the Sparta Senior 
Neighbors coordinator, Jane Ringler, to learn about all the bene-
fits of joining Senior Neighbors.  Jane may be reached by call-
ing (616) 887-1273 or email jringler@seniorneighbors.org.  
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Avoid pandemic paper delays
Use e-file with direct deposit for faster refunds

Beware of ghost 
preparers who don’t 
sign tax returns

WASHINGTON—The Internal Revenue Service reminds tax-
payers to avoid “ghost” tax return preparers whose refusal to sign 
returns can cause a frightening array of problems. It is important 
to file a valid, accurate tax return because the taxpayer is ultimate-
ly responsible for it.

Ghost preparers get their scary name because they don’t sign 
tax returns they prepare. Like a ghost, they try to be invisible to 
the fact they’vee prepared the return and will print the return and 
get the taxpayer to sign and mail it. For e-filed returns, the ghost 
preparer will prepare but refuse to digitally sign it as the paid pre-
parer.

By law, anyone who is paid to prepare or assists in preparing 
federal tax returns must have a valid Preparer Tax Identification 
Number, or PTIN. Paid preparers must sign and include their 
PTIN on the return. Not signing a return is a red flag that the paid 
preparer may be looking to make a fast buck by promising a big 
refund or charging fees based on the size of the refund.

Unscrupulous tax return preparers may also:
•  Require payment in cash only and not provide a receipt.
•  Invent income to qualify their clients for tax credits.
•  Claim fake deductions to boost the size of the refund.
•  Direct refunds into their bank account, not the taxpayer’s 

account.
The IRS urges taxpayers to choose a tax return preparer wise-

ly. The Choosing a Tax Professional page on IRS.gov has in-
formation about tax preparer credentials and qualifications. The 
IRS Directory of Federal Tax Return Preparers with Credentials 
and Select Qualifications can help identify many preparers by 
type of credential or qualification.

No matter who prepares the return, the IRS urges taxpayers to 
review it carefully and ask questions about anything not clear be-
fore signing. Taxpayers should verify both their routing and bank 
account number on the completed tax return for any direct depos-
it refund. And taxpayers should watch out for preparers putting 
their bank account information onto the returns.

Taxpayers can report preparer misconduct to the IRS using 
IRS Form 14157, Complaint: Tax Return Preparer. If a taxpayer 
suspects a tax preparer filed or changed their tax return without 
their consent, they should file Form 14157-A, Tax Return Prepar-
er Fraud or Misconduct Affidavit.

TAX TIME TIPSTAX TIME TIPS$$ $$

WASHINGTON—Tax 
filing season opened on Feb. 
12, and the Internal Revenue 
Service is urging taxpayers 
to take some simple steps to 
help ensure they file accurate 
tax returns and speed their tax 
refunds to avoid a variety of 
pandemic-related issues.

Although every year the 
IRS encourages taxpayers to 
e-file their returns and use di-
rect deposit to receive refunds, 
to those taxpayers who have 
previously not used e-file, the 
IRS emphasizes using it this 
year to avoid paper-related 
processing delays. Taxpayers 
can file electronically by using 
a tax professional, IRS Free 
File [ https://www.irs.gov/
freefile ] or other commercial 
tax preparation software. The 
IRS cautioned paper-filed tax 
returns and paper checks will 
take even longer this year due 
to a variety of reasons.

Taxpayers have until Thurs-
day, April 15, 2021, to file 
their 2020 tax return and pay 
any tax owed. The IRS ex-
pects to receive more than 
160 million individual tax 
returns this year with nine out 
of 10 returns filed electron-
ically [ https://www.irs.gov/
filing/e-file-options ]. At least 
eight out of 10 taxpayers get 
their refunds by using direct 
deposit [ https://www.irs.gov/
refunds/get-your-refund-fast-
er-tell-irs-to-direct-deposit-
your-refund-to-one-two-or-
three-accounts ].

“The pandemic has created 
a variety of tax law changes 
and has created some unique 
circumstances for this filing 
season,” said IRS Commis-
sioner Chuck Rettig. “To 
avoid issues, the IRS urges 
taxpayers to take some sim-
ple steps to help ensure they 
get their refund as quickly as 
possible, starting with filing 
electronically and using direct 
deposit.

“Following months of hard 
work, we are ready to start 
this year’s tax season,” Rettig 
added. “Getting to this point is 
always a year-round effort for 
the IRS and the nation’s tax 
community. Doing it in a con-
tinuing COVID-19 environ-
ment while simultaneously 
delivering stimulus payments 
for the nation is an unprece-
dented accomplishment by 
IRS employees. I also want 
to thank all our tax partners 
and tax professionals for their 
hard work that makes tax time 
smoother for the nation. All of 
us stand ready to serve Amer-
ica’s taxpayers during this im-
portant filing season.”

Wage and Investment Com-
missioner and Chief Taxpay-
er Experience Officer Ken 
Corbin provides an in-depth 
perspective on how the IRS 
is preparing for a successful 
filing season in his A Closer 
Look [ www.irs.gov/about-
irs/preparing-for-and-deliver-

ing-the-2021-filing-season ] 
column.

Be tax ready: Review pan-
demic-related changes

Last year’s sweeping set of 
tax changes not only affected 
individuals and their families 
but may also affect the tax re-
turn they’re filing this year. A 
new IRS Fact Sheet [ https://
www.irs.gov/newsroom/
be-tax-ready-understand-
how-life-changes-may-affect-
the-2020-tax-return-filed-this-
year ] explains what taxpayers 
need to know to file a com-
plete and accurate tax return. 
The IRS recognizes that filing 
this year may be challenging 
for some taxpayers and it’s 
important to understand how 
to claim credits and deduc-
tions, get a refund timely and 
meet all tax responsibilities.

Recovery Rebate Credit 
helps people still eligible for 
Economic Impact Payments

For those who may be eli-
gible for stimulus payments, 
they should carefully review 
the guidelines for the Re-
covery Rebate Credit. Most 
people received Economic 
Impact Payments automat-
ically, and anyone who re-
ceived the maximum amount 
does not need to include any 
information about their pay-
ments when they file. How-
ever, those who didn’t receive 
a payment or only received a 
partial payment may be eli-
gible to claim the Recovery 
Rebate Credit [ https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/recov-
ery-rebate-credit ] when they 
file their 2020 tax return. Tax 
preparation software, includ-
ing IRS Free File, will help 
taxpayers figure the amount.

New language preferences 
to help taxpayers

Additionally, this year for 
the first time, Forms 1040 
and 1040-SR [ https://www.
irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-
form-1040 ] are available in 
Spanish, and the IRS has a 
new form [https://www.irs.
gov/forms-pubs/about-sched-
ule-lep] allowing taxpayers 
to request that they receive 
information from the IRS in 
their preferred language. The 
Schedule LEP, Request for 
Change in Language Prefer-
ence, will allow taxpayers to 
request information in some 
20 different languages besides 

English.
The IRS also wants to re-

mind taxpayers of other im-
portant changes that could im-
pact their tax return this year.

Remember to factor in re-
tirement plan distributions

Some taxpayers found it 
necessary to take coronavi-
rus-related early distributions 
from 401(k) plans and tra-
ditional IRAs in 2020. Un-
der the CARES Act, those 
distributions up to $100,000  
are not subject to the 10% 
additional tax that otherwise 
generally applies to distribu-
tions made before an indi-
vidual reaches age 59. In ad-
dition, a coronavirus-related 
distribution [ https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/coronavi-
rus-related-relief-for-retire-
ment-plans-and-iras-ques-
tions-and-answers ] can be 
included in income in equal 
installments over a three-year 
period, and an individual has 
three years to repay a corona-
virus-related distribution to a 
plan or IRA and undo the tax 
consequences of the distribu-
tion.

Taxpayers should also re-
member that they can make 
contributions to traditional 
IRAs until April 15, 2021, 
and still deduct that amount 
on their 2020 tax return, if el-
igible.

New for 2020: non-itemiz-
ers can deduct $300 for chari-
table cash contributions

Previously, charitable con-
tributions could only be de-
ducted if taxpayers itemized 
their deductions. 

However, with the CARES 
act, taxpayers who don’t 
itemize deductions may 
take a charitable deduction 
[ https://www.irs.gov/news-
room/most-taxpayers-can-de-
duct-up-to-300-in-chari-
table-contributions-with-
out-itemizing-deductions ] of 
up to $300 for cash contribu-
tions made in 2020 to quali-
fying organizations. For the 
purposes of this deduction, 
qualifying organizations are 
those that are religious, char-
itable, educational, scientific 
or literary in purpose.

Now more than ever, e-file 
is best

Now more than ever, the 
safest and best way to file a 
complete and accurate tax re-

turn and get a refund is to file 
electronically and use direct 
deposit [ https://www.irs.gov/
filing/e-file-options ]. Taxpay-
ers can visit IRS.gov/filing 
[ https://www.irs.gov/filing 
] for more details about IRS 
Free File [ https://www.irs.
gov/filing/free-file-do-your-
federal-taxes-for-free ], Free 
File Fillable Forms [https://
www.irs.gov/e-file-provid-
ers/free-file-fillable-forms] 
and Free tax preparation sites 
[https://www.irs.gov/individ-
uals/irs-free-tax-return-prepa-
ration-programs]. E-filing 
is also available through a 
trusted tax professional. Free 
File is a great option for peo-
ple who are only filing a tax 
return to claim the Recovery 
Rebate Credit [ https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/recov-
ery-rebate-credit ], either be-
cause they didn’t receive an 
Economic Impact Payment 
or did not receive the full 
amount.

The fastest way to get a re-
fund is to file electronically 
and use direct deposit [https://
www.irs.gov/filing/e-file-op-
tions]. Most refunds are is-
sued in less than 21 days, but 
some refunds may take longer 
for a variety of reasons. Tax-
payers can track their refund 
using “Where’s My Refund? 
[ https://www.irs.gov/refunds 
]” on IRS.gov or by down-
loading the IRS2Go mobile 
app where theyll get a person-
alized refund date as soon as 
24 hours after the tax return is 
electronically submitted.

Most early Earned Income 
Tax Credit/Additional Child 
Tax Credit filers should see 
an update to Where’s My 
Refund? by Feb. 22. The IRS 
cannot answer refund status 
inquiries unless it has been 21 
days since the return was elec-
tronically filed.

IRS tax help is available 24 
hours a day on IRS.gov, where 
people can find answers to tax 
questions and resolve tax is-
sues online from the safety of 
their home. The Let Us Help 
You [https://www.irs.gov/
help/telephone-assistance] 
page helps answer most tax 
questions, and the IRS Ser-
vices Guide PDF [ https://
www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
p5136.pdf ] links to other im-
portant IRS services.

stovetop or oven.
• Reduce the risk of a heart attack. Avoid overexertion when 

shoveling snow.
• Check on neighbors. Older adults and young children are 

more at risk in extreme cold.
• Pets are also at risk for cold weather injuries and should be 

kept indoors.
Safe winter driving tips:
• Check the weather before leaving for a destination. If the 

weather forecast looks dangerous, consider rescheduling or post-
poning the trip.

• DO NOT crowd snowplows. Give snowplow drivers plenty 
of room to clear snow from the roads.

• Keep tires at the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended pres-
sure and routinely check tire pressure during cold weather.

• Make sure the windshield solvent reservoir is full and check 
the condition of all wiper blades and replace when necessary.

• Wash your vehicle for better visibility to other drivers. Re-
move ice and snow from all lights, windows and license plate 
before driving.

• Keep an emergency preparedness kit in your vehicle stocked 
with batteries, battery powered or hand-crank radio, flashlight, 
windshield scraper, jumper cables, shovel, blankets, first aid kit, 
nonperishable food and bottled water in the event you get strand-
ed or stuck.

Michigan weather is unpredictable any time of year, but espe-
cially during the winter months. If you are stranded, do not leave 
your vehicle. Stay with the vehicle and wait for help.

Motorists are encouraged to check travel conditions and weath-
er reports before driving at www.michigan.gov/roadconditions. 
Major road closures can be found at www.michigan.gov/drive. 
The MSP/EMHSD asks that you tune into local news and/or view 
these websites rather than calling your local MSP post or 911 for 
travel conditions.

For more information on how to prepare before, during and af-
ter an emergency or disaster, visit www.michigan.gov/miready or 
follow MSP/EMHSD on Twitter at @MichEMHS.



Mr. E’s Pizza
Are you craving pizza? You might want 

to check out the new pizza place in the Vil-
lage of Sand Lake—Mr. E’s Pizza, located 
at 46 Lake Street.

Owner Chris Elliott established 
the new pizzeria in October 2020. 
The restaurant serves pizza, subs, 
pasta, breadsticks, cheese sticks, 
salads and more. You can find 
their full menu on their website 
at www.mrespizza.com and their 
Facebook page at facebook.com/
mresdelivers. They also offer 
regular weekly specials, which 
you can find on their Facebook 
page.

Dine in is open and they are 
ready to serve you. But if you’d 
rather not go out, Mr. E’s also de-
livers. Just call (616)557-3060. 
They reach a 10-mile radius from 
Sand Lake. Give them a call, you 
just may be in their delivery area. 
Only $5 delivery fee with a $15 
minimum order.

Do you have a special event 
coming up? Mr. E’s offers ca-

tering for all your entertaining needs. For 
catering, please contact Chris: chisto-
pher49319@gmail.com (616)302-1211.

“We are very excited to continue work-
ing for the Sand Lake community and 
appreciate everyone that has come out to 
support us,” said Elliott. “Some people 
thought starting a business in a pandemic 
was insane, but we made it! We are incred-
ibly thankful for all that work for Mr. E’s 

and order from us. Without our team and 
customers, we would not be here. Mr. E’s 
looks forward to many more years in busi-
ness.” 

Mr. E’s Pizza is open Tuesday-Sunday 
4 p.m.-9 p.m. (catering available all days 
and times).

Their number for takeout and delivery is 
(616)557-3060.
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BUSINESS BITS

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

What Can Investors Learn from 2020?
Now that we’re a few weeks removed 

from 2020, it’s a good time to reflect on such 
a momentous year. We can think about 
developments in the social and political 
spheres, but we also learned – or perhaps 
re-learned – some valuable lessons about 
investing.

Here are four of them:

A long-term perspective is essential. 
Volatility in the financial markets is nothing new, 
but, even so, 2020 was one for the books. Of 
course, the COVID-19 outbreak was the driving 
force behind most of the wild price swings. Soon 
after the pandemic’s effects were first felt, the 
S&P 500, a common index of U.S. large-cap 
stocks, fell 34% but gained 67% by the end of 
the year. Consequently, investors who stuck with 
their investment portfolios and kept their eyes on 
their long-term goals, rather than on shocking 
headlines, ended up doing well. And while 2020 
was obviously an unusual year, the long-term 
approach will always be valuable to investors.

Investment opportunities are always 
available. The pandemic drove down the 
prices of many stocks – but it didn’t necessarily 
harm the long-term fundamentals of these 
companies. In other words, they may still 
have had strong management, still produced 
desirable products and services, and still had 
good prospects for growth. In short, they may 
still have been good investment opportunities 
– and when their prices were depressed, 
they may also have been “bargains” for smart 
investors. And this is the case with virtually any 
market downturn – some high-quality stocks 
will be available at favorable prices. 

Diversification pays off. Bond prices often 
move in a different direction from stocks. So, 
during a period of volatility when stock prices 
are falling, such as we saw in the weeks after 
the pandemic hit in March, the presence of 
bonds in your portfolio can lessen the impact of 
the downturn and stabilize your overall returns. 
And this, in essence, is the value of maintaining 
a balanced and diversified portfolio. (Keep 
in mind, though, that diversification can’t 
guarantee profits or prevent all losses.)

The market looks ahead. The pandemic-
driven market plunge may have been stunning, 
but it made a kind of intrinsic sense – after 
all, the sudden arrival of a pandemic that 
threatened lives, closed businesses and cost 
millions of jobs doesn’t sound like a positive 
event for the financial markets. But the strong 
rally that followed the initial drop and continued 
into 2021 has surprised many people. After all, 
the pandemic’s effects were felt throughout the 
rest of 2020, and are still being felt now, so 
why did stock prices rise? The answer is pretty 
straightforward: The financial markets always 
look ahead, not behind. And for a variety of 
reasons – including widespread vaccinations, 
anticipated economic stimulus measures from 
Congress and the Biden administration, and 
the Federal Reserve’s continued steps to keep 
interest rates low – the markets are anticipating 
much stronger economic growth, possibly 
starting in the second half of 2021.

All of us are probably glad to have 2020 behind 
us. Yet, the year taught us some investment 
lessons that we can put to work in 2021 – and 
beyond.

Diner gets new life
C & B Diner, located at 4615 14 Mile Rd, is an adorable, 

newly remodeled diner serving breakfast and lunch to the 
Rockford, Cedar Springs, and surrounding communities.

Owners Chris Elliott and Bobby Beurkens opened the new 
restaurant in December 2020, in the space that was formerly 
the home of the Cedar Rock Café and Kismet Café, which 
both closed in 2020.

Breakfast and lunch are served from 7 a.m.-2 p.m. Tues-
days-Sundays. They serve friendly smiles, large meal por-
tions and the ability to order lunch for breakfast or breakfast 
for lunch! You can find their full menu on their Facebook 
page @CBDiner.

They will also be holding all you can eat fish on Fridays 
during lent from 4-8 p.m. Fried perch will come with French 
fries and a side salad and homemade tartar sauce.

C & B Diner is big on community and community involve-
ment. They are partnering with local non-profits each Sun-
day. Ten percent of all Sunday sales will be donated to a local 
nonprofit each week. Watch their Facebook page for daily 
specials and which nonprofit will be supported when.

“Our C & B Diner team looks forward to getting to know 
our customers,” said Elliott. “We are extremely grateful to be 
able to serve customers inside the diner and cannot wait until 
we are allowed full capacity again. We would love to host 
special events, special menus, live music, etc. on a regular 
basis.”

They also offer catering for all your event needs. “Want-
ing something different catered than what the menu has? Do 
not hesitate to ask! We just may be able to accommodate,” 
said Elliott. For all catering please contact Chris at: chisto-
pher49319@gmail.com or (616)302-1211.

The diner is easy to find. They are located on 14 Mile Road, 
just West of Northland Drive, across from Ed Kohen’s dealer-
ship. Questions? Give them a call at (616)439-3025.

Manage your working capital 
to maintain business success

As the owner of a small business, you may 
think it has little in common with a large cor-
poration. While it is true that you will like-
ly rely more on trade credit, bank financing, 
lease financing and personal equity, your 
long-term investment decisions require the 
same kind of analysis used by large firms. 
The key is understanding those factors that 
affect financial decisions, how they apply to 
your business’s short- and long-term goals 
and strategies, and any other influences that 
may be unique to your situation.

Working capital is the difference between 
current assets and current liabilities. Lack of 
close control on working capital is one cause 
of business failure. The small business owner 
must be constantly alert to changes in work-
ing capital, the reasons for them, and any re-
sulting business implications.

It is helpful for the owner to think of work-
ing capital in terms of its six components:

1.  Cash and equivalents. This most liq-
uid form of working capital requires constant 
supervision.  A good cash budgeting system 
addresses many important considerations: 
whether the cash level is adequate to meet 
current expenses as they come due; timing 
of cash inflow, cash outflow and peak cash 
needs; amount to borrow to meet cash short-
falls; and the timing of repayment of loans.

2.   Accounts receivable. Almost all busi-
nesses extend credit to their customers. Make 
sure the amount of accounts receivable is 
reasonable in relation to sales and that receiv-
ables are being collected promptly. Identify 
slow-paying customers and have a strategy 
for dealing with them.
                                                MANAGE - continues on page 8
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LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

2021 MARCH 
BOARD OF REVIEW 

THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE 

HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY 
BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR 

THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING 
APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2021 

ASSESSMENT ROLL.

THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT: 
THE CITY HALL OFFICES 

66 S MAIN STREET NE
 CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 

ON 
TUESDAY MARCH 02, 2021 

(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM-4:00 PM

MONDAY MARCH 08, 2021 
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

AND
WEDNESDAY MARCH 10, 2021 

(APPEAL HEARINGS)
9:00PM – 3:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO MEET 
WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY CALLING 
THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 696-1330 EXT 
102; M-F 8-5. 

AN APPEAL MAY BE FILED BY LETTER. 
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT 
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY MARCH 08, 
2021. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE 
MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. IF A TAXPAYER 
OR PROPERTY OWNER HAS ANY QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THIS INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT THE ASSESSING DEPT. 

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS BOARD OF REVIEW
Dated: February 18, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Cedar Springs City Council 

Ordinance Approvals 
The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 226 

An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 1, Section 1-14 
Entitled “General Penalty For Municipal Civil In-

fractions” Of The Code Of Ordinances For The City 
Of Cedar Springs.  Revises The Penalty Fees For 

Municipal Civil Infractions.

The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 227 An 
Ordinance To Amend Chapter 38, Article II, Section 
38-90 Definitions, Section 38-114 Rates, Fees And 

Charges, Section 38-115 Billing And Payment, 
Section 38-116 Lien And Chapter 38, Article III, 
Section 38-163 Definitions And Section 38-306 

Established Of The Code Of Ordinances For The 
City Of Cedar Springs. Revises The Rates And 
Fees For Water And Sewer Services To Institute 

An Automatic Rate Increase Effective Annually On 
July 1.

Ordinance 225 & 227 Are Effective February 18, 
2021. Complete Copies Of The Ordinances Are 

Available In The Office Of The City Clerk.

Dated:  February 18, 2021  Rebecca Johnson

.COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF 

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2021 Assessment 
Roll.  The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

Monday, March 08, 2021  9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 09, 2021  3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township hall at 866-0622 beginning 
Wednesday, February 24 through adjournment.  
Appeals may also be made by letter addressed to 
the Board of Review, Courtland Township, 7450 
14 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI  49341 if received no 
later than adjournment.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: Feb. 18, 2021  Jane Kolbe, Assessor
Courtland Township

PUBLIC NOTICE  
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT
Budget Workshop for
 2021-2022 Fiscal Year

The Village of Sand Lake is holding a Budget Work-
shop for the 2021-2021 Fiscal Year.  The dates are 
February 22, 24, and 25 2021 at 5:30 pm. The 
location is at the Village Hall 02 Maple St.
This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 
41.72a(2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA).  SECTION H of the Open Meeting Act.

Dated: February 18, 2021 Nile Hayden, 
President

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE 
SOLON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Solon Township Board of Review will meet 
at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave NE on 
the following dates:

March 8, 2021 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

March 10, 2021 9:00 am – 12 Noon
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear be-
fore the Board of Review at 696-1718 from 9:00 
am to 4:00 pm on Wednesday.  If you have spe-
cific questions contact the Assessor.  We are 
also accepting letter appeals from resident 
taxpayers.
       
Dated: Feb. 18, 2021  Thomas Doane, Assessor

Solon Township

SPENCER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

MARCH BOARD OF 
REVIEW 2021

The Spencer Township March Board of Review for 
2021 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall, 14960 
Meddler Ave NE or by electronic means if required 
by MDHHS order on the following dates:

Tuesday March 2, 2021  Organizational Meeting  
 5:00pm

Monday March 8th, 2021  9:00 am - 12:00 pm
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Tuesday March 9th, 2021 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

The March Board of review will hear petitions 
regarding: Assessed and Taxable values, Exemp-
tions, Classification, and Uncapping for the 2021 
tax season only.  Due to MDHHS Executive Orders, 
appointments are required.  Please call 616-984-
0035, Ext. 305 or email assessor@spencertwp.org 
to schedule an appointment.  Appeals by owners or 
authorized representatives only.  

Appeals to the Board of Review may be made 
in person, electronically, or by letter received by 
03/08/2021. Mail to Andrea Roberts, Assessor, 
14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen, MI 49326.  Please call 
for an appointment to appear before the Board at 
(616) 984-0035 on Tuesdays or Thursdays 8:30 am 
to 12:30 pm and 2:00pm – 5:00 pm or on Wednes-
days 8:30 am to Noon. 

Dated: February 18, 2021  Andrea Roberts
 Assessor, Spencer Township

ManageManage
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7

3.   Inventory. Inventory often constitutes as much as 50 
percent of a firm’s current assets. Is the inventory level rea-
sonable compared with sales and the nature of the business? 
Know the rate of inventory turnover compared with other 
companies in your type of business.

4.   Accounts payable. Financing by trade is common in 
small business and is one of the major sources of funds for 
entrepreneurs. Understand whether your business’s payment 

policy is helping or hurting your credit rating. Know the tim-
ing pattern between payment of accounts payable and collec-
tions of accounts receivable.

5.   Notes payable. Notes to banks or other financial sources 
represent a popular alternative financing source. Note whether 
the amount of borrowing is reasonable compared to the equi-
ty financing of the firm. Look at when payments are due and 
whether the money will be there to make these payments on 
schedule.

6.   Accrued expenses and taxes payable. These are obli-
gations of the firm at any given time and represent expenses 
already obligated, even if payment is not yet issued.

If you would like to discuss business financing, understand-

ing financial statements or budgeting, contact SCORE “Coun-
selors to America’s Small Business.” SCORE has volunteer 
business counselors who provide free and confidential advice 
to small business. For the SCORE chapter nearest you, call 
1-800/634-0245, or find a counselor  online at www.score.org.

All SCORE counseling is offered as a free and confidential 
community service. There are 389 SCORE chapters around 
the country assisting entrepreneurs. While counseling is al-
ways free-of-charge, local SCORE chapters also offer small 
business workshops and seminars for modest fees.

To learn more about SCORE and its counseling services, 
call 1-616-771-0305, or email your questions to the Grand 
Rapids Chapter of SCORE  at score@grandrapids.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Special Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, March 18, 2021

6:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the meeting is to hold a budget 
workshop on the 2021 – 2022 Fiscal Year Budget 
and any other business that may come before the 

City Council.

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 
and provide essential protections to City of Ce-
dar Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs 

boards and commissions are conducting all meet-
ings by video teleconference.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the City 

Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the location 
of the meeting may address the members during 
the public comment period via videoconference. 

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to the 
proceedings or provide public comment may do 
so by using the following internet connection or 

phone numbers and pass code:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88253034329   
Meeting ID: 882 5303 4329

Phone Options:  1(646)558-8656  
Meeting ID: 882 5303 4329#

or
1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 882 5303 4329#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets of 
the meetings, and contact information for mem-
bers of the board that are participating remotely 

may be found at the City of Cedar Springs’s web-
site www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs Boards 

and Commissions are available on the City of Cedar 
Springs YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.

com/channel/UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/play-
lists YouTube provides real time closed caption tran-
scriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable captions 
by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or “CC” icon on 

the bottom bar. Please contact the City Clerk’s office 
at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior to the meeting if 

additional assistance is needed to assist individuals 
with accessibility.

Dated:  February 18, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Regular Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, March 11, 2021

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meeting 
is to act and discuss any business that may come 

before the City Council.

PLEASE NOTE:  To mitigate the spread of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, protect the public health, 
and provide essential protections to City of Ce-
dar Springs residents; the City of Cedar Springs 

boards and commissions are conducting all meet-
ings by video teleconference.

The Cedar Springs City Council will conduct the 
following public hearings for the following topics:

4191 17 Mile Rd Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
(41-02-25-300-056) property transfer from 

Solon Township to the City of Cedar Springs.

MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  
• Public comments may be submitted to the City 

Manager by email at any time prior to the meeting 
at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org  Comments 

submitted will be read aloud during the public 
comment portion of the meeting. 

• Members of the public who attend at the location 
of the meeting may address the members during 
the public comment period via videoconference. 

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to the 
proceedings or provide public comment may do 
so by using the following internet connection or 

phone numbers and pass code:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88562401000
Meeting ID: 885 6240 1000

Phone Options:  1(646) 558-8656  
Meeting ID: 885 6240 1000#

or
1(312) 626-6799 Meeting ID: 885 6240 1000#

Agendas, public notices, full meeting packets of 
the meetings, and contact information for mem-
bers of the board that are participating remotely 

may be found at the City of Cedar Springs’s web-
site www.cityofcedarsprings.org 

ACCESSIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs Boards 

and Commissions are available on the City of Cedar 
Springs YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.

com/channel/UCoShqbamJ4TUESE_ykoK_PA/play-
lists YouTube provides real time closed caption tran-
scriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable captions 
by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or “CC” icon on 

the bottom bar. Please contact the City Clerk’s office 
at (616)696-1330 Ext. 101 prior to the meeting if 

additional assistance is needed to assist individuals 
with accessibility.

Dated:  February 18, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, February 11, 2021

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:02 P.M. By 
Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was Recit-
ed.  Seven Councilmembers Were Present.  Three 
People Addressed The Council During The Public 
Comments. There Were No Scheduled Public Hear-
ings; The Agenda And The Consent Agenda Were 
Approved With The Following Change: Move Item 
6FTo Item 7D. Action Taken: Motion To Set Budget 
Workshop For March 18, 2021 At 6pm, Motion To 
Approve Of The Fire Inspection Services Agreement 
With Plainfield Township, Motion To Approve Ordi-
nance 227, An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 38, 
Article II, Section 38-90 Definitions, Section 38-114 
Rates, Fees And Charges, Section 38-115 Billing 
And Payment, Section 38-116 Lien And Chapter 38, 
Article III, Section 38-163 Definitions And Section 
38-306 Established Of The Code Of Ordinances 
For The City Of Cedar Springs-Second Reading, 
Motion to approve Ordinance 226, An Ordinance 
To Amend Chapter 1, Section 1-14 Entitled “Gen-
eral Penalty For Municipal Civil Infractions” Of The 
Code Of Ordinances For The City Of Cedar Springs 
– Second Reading, Motion To Repeal The Initial 
100 Foot Setback Moratorium And Replace It With 
A Moratorium On  Marijuana Licenses To No More 
Than Four In The B-2/B-3 District And Three In The 
HC, With No Limitation In The Industrial Zone For 6 
Months. Discussions Were Held On: Social Districts, 
Water Tower/Pedosphere Utility Service Contract, 
Red Flannel Festival Agreement Discussion, Pine 
Street Drive Way, Marihuana Ordinance 100-Foot 
Separation Versus Limited Retailer Licenses. The 
Meeting Was Adjourned At 9:11 P.M.  A Complete 
Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The Office 
Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On The City’s 
Website Upon Approval.

Dated:  February 18, 2021  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

alties for drunk driving also apply to those convicted under the 
zero-tolerance drug provision. 

The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign is supported 
with federal traffic safety funds provided by the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration and coordinated by the OHSP.

DrivingDriving
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

DataData
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vide safety to frontline workers, allow for the stable rein-
tegration of Michigan’s second largest employer and restore 
public confidence that they may safely dine and travel once 
again.”

In reaction to increasing COVID-19 numbers after the first 
dining shutdown, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s administration 
enacted a “three-week pause” of indoor dining that turned 
into 75 days, although her administration’s benchmarks for 
reopening had already been met.

Restaurants cried foul, pointing out the hospitality industry 
is Michigan’s second-largest private employer, responsible 
for 12.5% of the state’s workforce; has experienced rough-
ly 3,000 permanent closures since March (approximately 
200,000 jobs); and more than half of all hotels remain at real 
risk of foreclosure in 2021.

That number could climb to 6,000 more restaurants per-
manently closed by spring under continued shutdowns, the 
MRLA said.

Currently, restaurants have a 10 p.m. curfew for indoor din-
ing and a capacity limit of 25%.

Under the MRLA plan, indoor food service would be 
closed if daily positivity rates cleared 16%. A positivity rate 
between 10% and 15% would allow 25% capacity. A rate be-
tween 7% and 10% would allow half capacity with a 10 p.m. 
curfew, but that curfew would be removed if the positivity 
rate dropped to 3% to 7%. If the seven-day daily average 
positivity rate stayed below 4% for 14 days, there would be 
no limitations on restaurants or hotel and banquet centers.

The current seven-day positivity rate is 3.5%.
Small Business Association of Michigan President Brian 

Calley backed the plan.
“The Michigan Restaurant & Lodging Association plan 

provides a strong, data-driven approach to reopening for 
some of the hardest-hit industries. Restaurants, lodging, 
and event/meeting-based businesses need to know what the 
standards are that keep them closed or limited in their oper-
ations, and when restrictions will be eased. These metrics 
establish those standards in an objective way, keeping public 
health and safety front and center.”

When directly asked about the MRLA plan at her Wednes-
day afternoon news conference, Whitmer admitted it’s been 
a “hard time” for restaurants but dodged the question.

“We’re also going to stay very clearly focused on the num-
bers, and the data, and monitor where we are,” Whitmer re-
sponded.

Whitmer didn’t elaborate on what numbers or data she’s 
talking about.



February isFebruary is  NATIONAL NATIONAL 
BIRD FEEDING MONTHBIRD FEEDING MONTH

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL & SUPPLY, INC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, MI 49319  |  616-696-9740

30 lb CEDAR SPRINGS BIRDS BEST .......................$17.00
50 lb BLACK OIL SUNFLOWER..............................$22.50
40 lb CEDAR SPRINGS WILDBIRD 
   w/ corn ............................................................................$12.00
40 lb CEDAR SPRINGS WILDBIRD 
   w/o corn .........................................................................$14.00
40 lb CEDAR SPRINGS DELUXE WILDBIRD ...$18.00
50 lb THISTLE SEED .....................................................$45.00
50 lb MEDIUM CRACKED SUNFLOWER ..........$47.00
50 lb PEANUT SPLITS .................................................$47.00
DD-4 SUET case of 12 ...................................................$9.75

EXCUSE ME, THE BIRD FEEDER IS EMPTY!

The Cedar Springs Girls Bas-
ketball Team took to the court 
this past week with a trio of 
contests and came away with 
a 2-1 record. The Red Hawks 
are competing in the OK Gold 
Conference this season after 
spending the past few years in 
the OK White.

On Wednesday, February 10, 
the ladies hit the road to take on 
Kenowa Hills in their first game 
of the season. The team used a 
pesky defense and senior Kae-
lyn Colclasure knocked down 
5 three-pointers on her way to 
a career high 21 points and 5 
rebounds to lead the team to a 
48-31 victory.  

Classmate Jenna Powell 
chipped in 11 points and 5 re-
bounds, followed by Junior 
Darrah Miller with 10 points, 5 
rebounds and 5 assists.

The Red Hawks were back at it a night 
later when they traveled to Grand Rapids 
once again to take on Ottawa Hills.  After a 
slow start, the ladies used a strong second 
half performance to come away with a 44-
28 victory.

Senior Avery Sparling had a great game 
leading the team with 15 points and 8 re-
bounds. Darrah Miller scored 9 points, 
hauled in 7 rebounds, and had 7 steals on 
the night. Kaelyn Colclasure had a similar 
performance scoring 9 points, 6 rebounds, 
and 6 steals.  

The last of the trio of games brought the 
Red Hawks home for the first time this 
season to take on Wayland.  Cedar Springs 

fell behind early but kept the game close 
throughout. The team made many runs at 
getting back within striking distance but 
were unable to make up ground as they fell 
for the first time, 44-59 to the Wildcats.

Jenna Powell scored a career high 17 
points and pulled down a career high 12 (10 
offensive) rebounds to lead the team. Col-
clasure (10 points, 6 rebounds),  Sparling 
(8 points, 4 rebounds), and Miller (6 points, 
8 rebounds, 5 assists) also had strong per-
formances on the evening.

The Lady Red Hawks were scheduled 
to return to action Tuesday, February 16 
when FH Eastern comes to C-Town. Read 
about that game in next week’s paper.

Currently only two spectators, per ath-
lete are allowed at games per OK Con-

ference guidelines and MDHHS recom-
mendations. However, all Cedar Springs 
home athletic events are live streamed 
via www.nfhs.com for a $10.99 a month 
subscription. Wayland, South Christian, 
and Catholic Central use the same website 
and would be included in your subscrip-
tion. Please like the Cedar Springs Athletic 
Boosters Page on Facebook for updates on 
live streaming for all Cedar Springs Ath-
letic Events.  

Upcoming Games:
Tuesday, February 16 - Home versus FH 

Eastern
Friday, February 19 - Home versus 

Catholic Central (no freshman game)
Saturday, February 20 - Home versus 

Lowell (no freshman game)

NEW YORK – The 2021 
Audubon Photography 
Awards are officially open for 
entries, including submissions 
for two new prizes: the Female 
Bird Prize and Video Prize. 
Judges will award eight prizes 
to photographers and videogra-
phers this year: the Grand Prize, 
Professional Prize, Amateur 
Prize, Youth Prize, Plants for 
Birds Prize, the Fisher Prize, 
the Female Bird Prize, and the 
Video Prize. 

The Female Bird Prize will 

go to the top image 
depicting a female 
bird, casting the spot-
light on an often-over-
looked subject in both 
bird photography and 
science. Because fe-
male birds are more 
elusive and less flashy 
than their male coun-
terparts, this prize not 
only adds an extra 
challenge for pho-
tographers, but it also 
aims to promote bal-

anced research in the or-
nithology and the birding 
worlds.   

The contest’s new Vid-
eo category and prize aim to 
capture bird life in its full glory 
with moving images of birds 
performing interesting behav-
iors and interacting with their 
habitat. Submissions must con-
tain at least one bird or bird part 
and accurately reflect the sub-
ject matter as it appeared in the 

Senior Kaelyn Colclasure (5) looks to pass the ball as teammates Jenna Powell (23) and Gloria 
Alvarez (2) look on against Kenowa Hills. Photo by Tracie Sparling.

Junior Ella See (25) puts up a shot in action versus Ottawa 
Hills. Photo by Tracie Sparlint.

                                                                                 AWARDS- continues on page 11
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SPORTSSPORTS
Lady Red Hawks 2-1 in first week of season

Bowlers 3-3 in 
conference

The Red Hawk Bowlers are off to a solid start this season. 
The boys and girls teams are both currently in 4th place in the 
conference with 3 wins and 3 losses each.

Their first match against Thornapple Kellogg on January 
27th ended with a loss for both boys 7-23 and girls 9-21. Chloe 
Fisk had two stellar games 192 and 203. Cody Marshall had a 
great game of 200 for the boys.

Wayland Union Wildcats were able to defeat our girls 29-1. 
Andrew Fliearman’s score of 225 and Cody Marshall’s score 
of 219 helped the boys defeat the Wildcats 29-1.

Our match with Catholic Central was a nail biter that came 
down to the last frame for the boys! Cody Marshall’s 194 & 
204, and Ethan Plummer’s 224 helped push Cedar over the top 
to win 16-14. The CC girls were able to defeat our girls 26-4.

The Red Hawks girls had a strong come back in their next 
match with South Christian 27-3. The boys could not defeat the 
Cougars, even with the great scores by Andrew Fliearman 216 
and Alex Steil 199 and 195.

On Monday, February 15, the Red Hawks faced a first place 
Kenowa Hills team that ended with a solid win for our Red 
Hawk girls 24-6. Nicole Baker helped the win with a score of 
191. Unfortunately, the boys fell to the Knights 23-7. Ethan 
Plummer posted scores of 222 and 202 and Alex Steil’s 207 
score were not quite enough to overcome the Knights.

 Overall, a great start for our Red Hawk Bowlers.

2021 Audubon Photography Awards 
open 12th Year of competition 
The North American photography and video contest is accepting entries 
until April 7, 2021

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

Anna’s Hummingbird. Photo by Bibek Ghosh/Audubon Photography 
Awards

&&

viewfinder. Video captured by “digiscoping” (holding a mobile 
phone or digital camera to a spotting scope) is encouraged in this 
category.  

Winning photos and videos will be featured in a future issue 
of Audubon magazine. Top photos and honorable mentions will 
also be showcased in a virtual Audubon Photography Awards ex-
hibit hosted by Audubon chapters and centers nationwide.  
Prizes include:  

• Grand Prize: $5,000 USD 
• Professional Prize:  $2,500 USD 
• Amateur Prize:  $2,500 USD 
• Plants for Birds Prize: $2,500 USD 
• Video Prize: $2,500 USD 
• Female Bird Prize: $1,000 USD 
• Fisher Prize: $1,000 USD  
• Youth Prize: Six days at Audubon’s Hog Island Audubon 

Camp during the 2022 season. 
Additional Details & Rules: 

The contest is open to all legal residents of the 50 United States, 
the District of Columbia, and Canada (excluding Quebec), who 
are 13 years of age or older as of the date of the submission. Audu-
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Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Hey Bud
Winter tree and shrub buds have distinctive character. They are 

recognizable by features like being fat, short, tall, scaly, fuzzy or 
with varied color. Twigs bear terminal and lateral buds. Often 
winter buds are larger or swollen indicating they are flower buds 
instead of new leaf or stem buds. 

Bud scales hide inner layers protecting delicate tissues during 
the cold season. Some common shrubs like witch-hazel and poi-
son ivy buds are not covered with protective scales. 

The tissues for new leaf, stem, and flowers are produced during 
the previous year’s growing season. That makes them vulnerable 
to frost and abrasion damage as well as being harvested by wildlife 
as winter food. Besides being protected by scales, bud tissues are 
mostly devoid of water. Water is minimally maintained in roots to 
sustain life but stem, branch, and twigs are somewhat dehydrated. 

Water expands when it freezes like many of us old timers dis-
covered if we did not promptly bring milk in from below 32ºF 
temperatures when home delivery was common. Glass bottles 
would break. This happens with fruit and vegetables that freeze 
causing cells to burst and ruin food. With little water in bud tis-
sues, the freezing liquid is not present to rupture cell membranes. 

Take winter walks from tree to tree or shrub to shrub to enjoy 
the variety of buds in the neighborhood. I have frequently stated 
it is not necessary to the learn names but it is more important to 
discover the wonder and beauty that surrounds us. After observing 
the diversity, you might want to learn names. Winter is one of the 
best times to recognize species. Leaves on woody plants vary in 
shape and can make identification difficult. A major problem with 
leaves is caused by production by long or short shoots or apical 
or basal stems. That is a topic for a different nature niche but the 
different stem types create varying leaf shapes and sizes. 

Winter buds are more consistent and reliable for identification. 
There are differences between leaf, stem, and flower buds and 
variation between lateral and terminal buds is relatively minor. 

A terminal bud grows at the tip of a twig. Lateral buds grow at 
an angle from the stem or might grow at the end of a stem but do 
not protrude straight and centered from the end. They angle to the 
side and is called a false terminal bud. Look at an elm’s false ter-
minal bud at the end of a branch. Maples provide a good example 
for terminal buds and have lateral buds growing outward to the 
side at the base of the terminal bud. 

Silver or red maples in our yards have rounded buds and sugar 
maples have pointed buds. Gently tap the end of a maple bud with 
your fingertip to notice if it is pointed or rounded. A difference 
between red and silver maples compared with sugar maple buds 
is the lateral buds are not as heavily clustered on sugar maples. 
More flower buds are present on red and silver maples high in the 
tree and produce a greater quantity of early spring flowers. Sugar 
maple flowers bloom about a month later. 

Choke cherry buds are dark with a light tan border along the 
edge of each protective scale. Their buds are pointed. Bitternut 
hickory is common in our area and like the hazelnut, it does not 
have bud scales. You can observe the new embryonic leaves that 
are tightly clumped together as naked exposed leaves all winter. 
This is best seen with a small magnifying lens called a loop. Wil-
lows have a single scale covering embryonic leaves.

Some buds are covered with minute hairs and others are smooth 
and shiny. Each species has distinctive buds.

About 70 native tree species are known to Michigan and about 
130 shrubs. Look at interesting characteristics. When the protec-
tive bud scales fall in spring, they leave bud scale scars where the 
scales attached to twigs. The distance between bud scale scars 
helps determine how much a branch grew during the year. Hey 
bud, enjoy a close look at plant buds. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or call 616-696-1753. BUSINESSBUSINESS  

PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

Say: “I saw it in the POST!”

Hollywood – 6-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet up and coming 
star, Hollywood! 
Hollywood is a 
transfer pup who 
traveled all the way 
from Ohio to find 
himself the perfect 
home! Hollywood 
had a rough start to life and was originally rescued from 
a dogfighting ring, but he hasn’t let that keep him down! 
Against all odds, this boy is gentle, social, and loves people! 
He’d prefer to be the only pet in your home, but he’s won 
over the hearts of everyone at our shelter, and he’s hoping 
to win yours too!

Evejuja – 14-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair 

Evejuja is wondering 
why she hasn’t had any 
interested adopters yet? 
This sweet older lady is 
absolutely stunning, and 
her personality is just as 
lovely as her looks! Evejuja 
is affectionate, vocal, and 
despite being 14 years old, 
she still loves to play! She 
does have hyperthyroid, 
but don’t let that scare you 

away! It’s an easy condition to manage with very affordable 
medication. Evejuja would love to find a cozy home to live out 
her golden years! Could you be the purrfect home for her?  

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org
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APARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

SERVICESSERVICES

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS PETS of of thethe  WEEKWEEK

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Mon. Closed • Tue. & Thur. 9:30am-5:30pm
Wed. 9:30-7 • Fri. 9:30-3 • Sat. 9:30-1

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
1st Saturday of the Month

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

LOSTLOST
AND AND FOUNDFOUND

HOMESHOMES
FOR FOR SALESALE

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

CEDAR SPRINGS downtown. 
Studio Apartment for rent 
$650.00 Call for more details 
and application 616-918-6430. 
#tfnb

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

NEW LISTING! 
2 year old home with 

hickory cabinetry, 
storage shed & large 

garage, full-house 
generator

Found: Gift Card found at the 
Meijer Gas Station in Cedar 
Springs on February 4th. Call 
to identify with the Card (place) 
name and amount on the card. 
616-889-6714. #7

Found: Set of keys (with Honda 
key) found on 16 Mile just east 
of Algoma in the street. Call 616-
696-6100, leave a message. #5

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL ESTABLISHED
CONCRETE and 
CONSTRUCTION 

COMPANY 
is looking for 

EXPERIENCED FINISHERS
and FORM SETTERS. 

Competitive wages, based on 
experience and skill level.

PLEASE CALL 
616.636.5453
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bon encourages ethical bird photography and videography. Pho-
tos that do not adhere to Audubon’s Guide to Ethical Bird Photog-
raphy and Videography (www.audubon.org/node/61956) will be 
disqualified.  

Entry fees are discounted at $15 per image between Jan-
uary 27 and March 30, 2021, and increase to $20 per image at 
12:00 a.m. (Midnight) Eastern Time on March 31 through April 7, 
2020. No payment is required for submissions to the Youth Divi-
sion or to the Plants for Birds or Video Divisions for entrants who 
are 13 to 17 years of age. 

Review the official contest rules and eligible photographs and 
videos at www.audubon.org/get-outside/audubon-photogra-
phy-awards-official-rules.

For additional inspiration, take a virtual gallery tour of 
the 2020 Audubon Photography Awards winners at www.audu-
bon.org/news/take-virtual-gallery-tour-2020-audubon-photogra-
phy-awards-winners.
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 40 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store
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