
By Judy Reed

Three mem-
bers of the Sand 
Lake Village 
Council are no 
longer under 
recall after the 
deadline passed 
to submit peti-
tions with the 
required num-
ber of signatures 
to Kent County elections.

Recall language had been 
filed and approved against 
trustees Marcia Helton and 
Stacy Rudicil, and Village 
president Mollie Doerr. 
What remained to be done 
was to get enough signa-
tures from registered vot-
ers to get it on the ballot. 
Forty-eight signatures were 
needed.

“The last election where 

the three positions could 
appear on the ballot for 
a recall is May. The last 
day to qualify petitions for 
May was January 28th (95 
days before election day),” 
explained Kent County 
Elections Director Gerrid 
Uzarski. “We did not re-
ceive any petitions with sig-
natures…the recall efforts 
are effectively over now.”

Doerr was happy to hear 
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Sand Lake 
recall dropped

Community showers blessings on 
retiring librarian

Detectives arrest 
scam suspect 
from New York

Robert Augustin

Kent County Sheriff Office de-
tectives have arrested a 27-year-old 
man from New York, who is sus-
pected of stealing thousands from 
Kent County grandparents—includ-
ing some victims from our area.

Robert Jean Augustin was ar-
raigned in Kent County’s 63rd Dis-
trict Court on Monday morning, 
January 31. He is held on a $250,000 
bond with charges of Conducting 

a Criminal Enterprise & Stealing a Financial Transaction 
Device. 

Over the past week the KCSO has investigated several 
scams coined as the “Grandparent Bail Scam.”  This scam 
presents the problem of a grandchild in jail needing money 
for bail. The suspect pressures the grandparents to send the 
cash via a courier, who comes and picks up the money.  

“These scams are far too prevalent, and we are glad to 
apprehend the suspect and help bring closure to Kent Coun-
ty’s victims,” said Sheriff Michelle LaJoye-Young. “We re-
mind the public to be vigilant when confronted with an un-
expected prize or problem. Take time to pause and contact 
someone else you trust for advice before sending anyone 
money,” she continued.  

Detectives continue to work the case and are attempting 
to identify any other victims that may have been impacted.  

If you have information that could help to move the in-
vestigation forward, please call the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office at 616-632-6125, or call Silent Observer at 616-774-
2345 to report information safely and anonymously.

Former Library Director Donna Clark at her retirement party. Courtesy photo.

January 21 was a spe-
cial day for former Library 
Director Donna Clark—it 
was the day the community 
showed her how much she 
meant to them at her retire-
ment party. Clark served in 
the position from February 
2001 to January 2022.

“It was a party I will cher-
ish and never forget,” said 
Clark. “I loved interacting 
with each person, each fam-
ily...enjoying long-standing 
relationships that have de-
veloped around the Library 
for the past 21 years. My 
debt of gratitude extends 
to the entire community of 
Cedar Springs and beyond.  
Thank you for our success 
together.  I totally loved 
serving with you.”

The party was a come and 
go party from 4-7 p.m. “The 

Deputy Todd Frank to retire after 
29 years of service

In 2018, Captain David Kok, Road patrol commander with the Kent County Sheriff’s 
Office (left) presented Deputy Todd Frank (R) with a Life Saving award for his rescue 
of an 11-year-old from a 2017 fire at Cedar Springs Mobile Estates. Photo courtesy of 
Deputy Ryan Morin.

Deputy Todd 
Frank, a well-
known officer in  
Cedar Springs, 
is retiring after 
29 years of  ser-
vice in law en-
forcement.

By Judy Reed

Deputy Todd Frank, 53, of the 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office, has 
come full circle. He started his 
first full-time job as a police offi-
cer working for the Cedar Springs 
Police Department in 1995, and 

within a couple of weeks, he will 
end his career here as well, after 
25 years with the Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

But a lot has happened in be-
tween.

Dep. Frank grew up in Kent-
wood and graduated from Kel-

                                  RETIRE - continues on page 11

logsville High 
School. He at-
tended Grand 
Rapids Junior 
College (GRCC) 
to get a radiol-
ogy degree, but 

then switched to criminal justice, and 
also attended the police academy. From 
1993-1995, he was with the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff Reserve; from 1993-1994 he 
had a part time job with the Lake Odessa 
Police Department; and in 1995, he was 
hired full time by the Cedar Springs Po-
lice Department. In 1997, he was hired as 
a county patrol officer by the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

He’s done a variety of things in his line 
of work besides patrol officer, includ-
ing working with the district emergency 
unit; being a community police officer; 
teaching a variety of safety courses such 
as hunting, boating, and snowmobiling, 
and working as a school resource officer 
at Kent City Schools after the Columbine 
shootings. For the last several years, he’s 
worked out of the KCSO Cedar Springs 
Unit as one of the city’s dedicated police 
officers.
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan
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     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

In Germany, it is 
considered rude 

to be late.

 

Sensory story times 
introduced at Kent 
District Library 

Kids learn mini golf at the 
library

The Post travels to 
Maui, Hawaii

The Post recently traveled with Tom Rob-
inson, of Sand Lake, to Maui, Hawaii. Tom 
is a member of the 50 State Marathon Club 
and is closing in on his goal to run in all 50 
states.

“While in Maui, I ran the Maui Ocean-
front Marathon to complete my 44th state 
running a marathon,” said Tom. “The course 
was run next to the ocean and it was amaz-
ing.  I will be completing the 50 states this 
October in Maine.

“When in Maui, It was whale season, so 
whale watching cruises were part of the fun 
along with visiting beaches, cruising the 
Road To Hana, sea turtle viewing and sam-

pling as much local fish as possible.”
Thanks for taking us with you, Tom! It 

sounds like a great experience!
Are you going on vacation? Be sure to 

take along a printed edition of the Post and 
get someone to snap a photo of you or your 
family with it. Send it to us along with some 
info about your trip (where you went, who 
went along, what you saw) and send the 
photo and info to news@cedarspringspost.
com. We will print as space allows. If you 
forget the Post, please do not photoshop 
it into the photo. Just take it with you next 
time!

 

Kids 
h a d 

a great 
time with 

mini golf 
at the Cedar 

Springs Public 
Library last week. 

Courtesy photo.

Last Friday, 
January 28, the 
Cedar Springs Public 
Library hosted a mini golf pro-
gram where kids ages 6-11 teamed up to 
create a golf course using materials around 
the Library. Each team then had a chance to 
try out each course and rate them as most 

creative, most fun, hardest and overall best 
course.  Certificates and prizes were hand-
ed out at the end to all the creative golf en-
thusiasts!   

  Kent County, Michigan 
– Kent District Library is 
pleased to launch Senso-
ry Storytime. Designed for 
children that may need extra 
sensory support, Sensory 
Storytime combines tradi-
tional story time compo-
nents with sensory elements 
to enhance the experience—
all from the comfort of your 
own home.

“We recognize that story 
time can be overwhelm-
ing and overstimulating for 
children with sensory pro-
cessing challenges, and that 
trips to the library to attend 
these programs may not fit 

into their daily routine,” 
said Shelley Roossien, Ac-
cessibility & Inclusion Spe-
cialist. “Sensory Storytime 
was created to help alleviate 
these barriers by providing a 
way for kids to view content 
from home and to accom-
modate their comfort levels 
and schedules.”

Each season, a new full-
length story time video will 
be available online at kdl.
org/sensorystorytime, as 
well as individual bite-size 
segments that feature flannel 
board stories, rhymes, songs 
and fingerplays. This allows 
children to either view an 

entire story time from start 
to finish or mix and match 
the segments they like best 
and watch as many times as 
they desire. 

A printable resource guide 
for parents and caregivers is 
available online, along with 
the video links. This guide 
includes ways to make sen-
sory elements and tools 
out of common household 
items, ideas for enrichment 
activities and sensory crafts, 
and a sensory-friendly rec-
ommended reading list.   

For more information, vis-
it kdl.org/sensorystorytime.

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs 
POST
Newspaper
6,976 people like this
7,249 people follow this

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost



BOSTON (February 1, 2022) -- 
Americans’ wallets have been hit hard 
by high gas prices, now about 50% 
higher than they were a year ago and 
forecast to potentially hit $4 per gallon 
in the coming months. GasBuddy, the 
leading fuel-savings platform provid-
ing North American drivers the most 
ways to save money on gas, today re-

leased a new study that found the best 
and worst days of the week to fill up in 
order to maximize savings.

Best Day to Save Money: Monday
The first day of the week offers the 

lowest average gas prices in the ma-
jority of the U.S.—17 states including 
Illinois, Michigan and Virginia. Mon-
day was also the best day to buy gas 

on GasBuddy’s 2017, 2018 and 2019 
studies. Contrary to previous years, Fri-
day became one of the cheapest days of 
the week to buy gas in 2021. This trend 
refutes 2019’s results, which placed 
Friday as one of the most expensive 
days of the week at the pump, and can 
perhaps be attributed to the ongoing 

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/
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Call me for a free 
professional 
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consultation.
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Media Consultant
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Walker man dies in crash with 
police cruiser

Four weeks remain until 
special election primary

GasBuddy reveals the cheapest and most 
expensive days of the week to buy gas
Gas prices to continue rising; drivers can save up to $250 per year by shopping around

Four weeks remain until 
four Michigan districts will 
hold special election prima-
ries to fill the partial terms 
of vacant seats in the state 
Legislature. Eligible citi-
zens can register, apply for 
an absentee ballot, or find 
out more information about 
the elections at Michigan.
gov/Vote.

Special election primaries 
will be held March 1 for the 
following House districts:

15th in Wayne County
36th in Macomb County
43rd in Oakland County
74th in Kent County

The 74th district of Kent 
County (in our area) will 
vote for a replacement for 
Mark Huizenga, who for-
merly held that seat but was 
elected in November to fill 
the 28th Senate seat, for-
merly held by Peter Mac-
Gregor, who is now Kent 
County treasurer.

“Michigan citizens have 
several secure options to 
cast their ballots—wheth-
er by mail, via secure drop 
box, in person at their lo-
cal clerk’s office or at their 
polling location on Election 
Day,” said Secretary of 

State Jocelyn Benson. “No 
matter how they choose 
to participate, eligible 
citizens are encour-
aged to vote and en-
sure they have a voice 
in the Michigan Leg-
islature.”

Eligible citizens in 
districts holding special 
election primaries can reg-
ister to vote online until 
Feb. 14, and then they must 
register in person at their 
local clerk’s office with 
proof of residency. Voters 
can also request, fill out and 
return an absentee ballot 

at their local clerk’s office 
until 4 p.m. the day before 
Election Day.

Those registered to vote 
can do so from home by re-
questing to have an absen-
tee ballot mailed to them. 
They can make the request 

A 40-year-old Walker 
man died last week after he 
lost control of his car and 
crashed into an oncoming 
police cruiser driven by a 
Kent County Sheriff’s dep-
uty.

According to police, the 
crash occurred on January 
27, just after 6:00 p.m. in 
Alpine Township. A patrol 
deputy was traveling north-
bound on Fruit Ridge Ave 
near Stage Street, non-emer-
gency, responding to a vehi-
cle crash.  A tow truck trav-
eling southbound on Fruit 
Ridge was slowed to make 
a turn.  A dark blue 2009 

Chevrolet Cobalt be-
hind the tow truck lost 
control on the slippery 
roads when he tried to 
avoid hitting the tow 
truck and crossed 
over into the path of 
the deputy’s Chevro-
let Tahoe. 

The driver of the 
sedan, Brandon John 
Vandersloot, of Walker, was 
transported to the hospital 
with serious injuries, and 
later died as a result of those 
injuries.

The deputy, a 2-1/2 year 
employee with the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office, was 

taken to the hospital to be 
evaluated and was treated 
and released. 

“We extend our deepest 
sympathies to Mr. Vander-
sloot’s family,” said Sheriff 
Michelle Lajoye-Young. 
“We are proud of our depu-
ty’s resolve. Even after being 

involved in a head on crash, 
she was able to get out of her 
vehicle and started to render 
aid to the other driver.”

KCSO’s Traffic & Safety 
Unit continues to investigate 
the crash as they look over 
data collected from the vehi-
cles and scene.

                             GASBUDDY - continues on page 12



NOAH JAMES KENDALL
Noah James Kendall age 22 
died Thursday, January 27, 
2022 at home. Noah was 
born December 31, 1999 
in Grand Rapids the son 
of Matthew and Kaylynn 
(Hayman) Kendall. He was a 
great sport enthusiast, loving 
any Michigan sport team. 
Noah played baseball with 
the West Michigan Miracle 
League. He recently went to 
the Lions/Packers game with 
his dad and the Lions WON! Noah loved going the R1TS 
Program and being with his teachers and friends. He will be 
dearly missed. Surviving are his parents, Matt and Kaylynn; 
siblings, Annah, Emmah, Kylah Kendall, Jessica Koon, 
Justin Hanes; grandparents, Susan House, Allen and Teresa 
Hayman; girlfriend, Rebekah Schlotter; several aunts, uncles 
and cousins. The family met with friends Monday January 
31 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. Funeral services were held Tuesday 
11:00 a.m. at Frost Creek Church with visitation 1 hour prior 
to the service. Pastor Tom Schmidt, officiating. Interment 
Sand Lake Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made 
to the R1TS Program, Cedar Springs Public Schools/R1TS 
Program, Attn: Finance Dept., 204 E. Muskegon St., Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319. To honor Noah the family requests that 
you wear your favorite sports shirt or jersey.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs
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• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

From the PulpitFrom the PulpitChurchChurch

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.frostcreek.org 
616-696-3229

FROST CREEK CHURCH

FROST CREEK CHURCH

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
Worship 10:45 AM and 6:00 PM

Sunday School 5:00 PM
Midweek Service Wednesday 7:00 PM

Bible Methodist Connection of Churches

361 West Pine Street 
696-1021 
Rev. David Ward

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 9:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Worship Service
Sunday @ 10:30am

Children, Youth & 
Adult Ministries 
Sunday @ 5:30pm

233 S. Main Street | Cedar Springs
616.696.1630 

Pastor Mike Wittmer  www.cedarspringsbaptist.org

Cedar SpringS ChriStian ChurCh
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of Reconciliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 109 • Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Michelle Vallier
Christian Education: 9:30 a.m. •  Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

9024-18 Mile Rd. NE
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

616-696-0661

Pastor Inge Whittemore
Like us on Facebook

www.eastnelsonumc.org

Services
Worship Service: Sunday 10:00 am
Sunday School: Sunday 10:15 am 

“Where You 
“Where You are Loved”
are Loved”

DirectoryDirectory
ObituaryObituary

MARY S. WELCH
October 21, 1930 – January 30, 2009

MemorialMemorial

In loving memory of our mother and grandmother 
who passed away thirteen years ago.

We will always remember the happiness you 
brought to our lives.

Mike, Sarah, and Terry, Jane and Nick,
Jenna and Sean, Brian, Luke, Jake and Molly

Pastor Kevin Reed
GRACE EVANGELICAL 

FREE CHURCH
4714 13 Mile Rd NE, Rockford

WHERE’S THE JOY?
I saw a social media post the other day that said, “It liter-

ally feels like January 74th,” and I must agree. We are in the 
middle of that long stretch of winter where the sun seems to 
be taking a vacation, the wind seems to be trying to make up 
for the sun’s absence, and the temperatures are doing what I 
wish my weight would do, go lower and lower. After living 
in Michigan for most of my life, what I have noticed around 
this time of the year is that as Christians our attitudes tend 
to follow the weather forecast…cold and dreary.  I’m not 
pointing fingers, as I find myself often in this same place, 
but I don’t want to be comfortable with staying there.  

Jesus said in John 15:11: “I have told you this so that 
my JOY may be IN you and that your JOY may be COM-
PLETE.” One of the greatest gifts of a relationship with Je-
sus Christ is the fact that He has given us something that 
we cannot find anywhere else—joy. Joy even in the sunless, 
snowy, cold, and windy mid-winter Michigan days. This is 
possible because the beauty of the joy that Jesus gives is 
that it isn’t wrapped up in our circumstances, or our bank 
account, or anything that this world has a say in.  Our joy is 
wrapped up in the person and the promise of Jesus Christ.

Paul said this in Philippians 3:8,9 - “What is more, I con-
sider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost 
all things.  I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in 
Christ - the righteousness that comes from God on the basis 
of faith.” 

 If we have put our faith in the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, then we no longer can allow ourselves to let 
our joy be dictated to us by this world and any garbage it 
may present to us. Our joy comes from knowing Christ and 
knowing that we stand in his righteousness. This means that 
we have been restored to right relationship with our loving 
heavenly father and nothing can change or affect that, and 
nothing on this earth can come close to the satisfaction (joy) 
that comes from knowing we are in Christ. If that is true 
(which it is), then I must ask the question:

Followers of Christ, where is the joy?  Is it present in 
our lives?  Is it evident to those around us? If we’re strug-
gling to experience the complete joy that Jesus gave to us, 
it might be because we are too focused on the garbage of 
this world and not focused enough on the glory that comes 
from knowing Jesus. I pray that God would help us to take 
our eyes off of the garbage and fix them firmly on the glory 
of Jesus. Then and only then will we experience what only 
Jesus can give us—complete joy!  
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings 
to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

theTable Meals at The Springs Church
Feb. 3,10,17,24: Meals are served every Thursday fom 
5:30 to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of 
Oak and Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this 
free meal that is being shared with us! #tfn

Cabin Fever Craft Day at HCNC
Feb. 5: Howard Christensen Nature Center will be hosting 
Cabin Fever Crafting Day and Yard Sale on Saturday, 
February 5th. From 10 am to 4 pm will be Yard Sale and 
Bake Sale. From 1 to 4 pm will be Crafting. Open House 
style. We’ll have a variety of instructors with Make and 
Take projects for all ages. More details on Facebook. Cost 

LIVE on StageLIVE on Stage

DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWINGNOW SHOWING

KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW

Masks required for the unvaccinated. 
Please Social Distance, (Families that live together 
can sit together.) Sanitizing between shows.

7 4 6 97 4 6 9

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

SHOWTIMES: FRI: 6 PM • SAT: 3PM & 6PM • SUN: 3PM

FEBRUARY 11-13
COMING SOON!COMING SOON! Frederick

TicketsTickets
ONLYONLY  

$$3.003.00eaea

DUE TO THE FURNACE PROBLEMS DUE TO THE FURNACE PROBLEMS 
LAST WEEK’S MOVIE WAS CANCELED.LAST WEEK’S MOVIE WAS CANCELED.

FEBRUARY 4 • 5 • 6FEBRUARY 4 • 5 • 6RESCHEDULED
RESCHEDULED  

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

Feb 11th and 
12th 7:30 PM
Feb 13th 2 PM

Kent Theater 
8 N Main St NE
Cedar Springs, 

MI 49319

The Cedar Springs Post 
welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to lo-
cal readers, and the editor 
reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, 
length, good taste, accu-
racy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be 
accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and day-
time phone number. We 
use this information to ver-
ify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous 
letters, or acknowledge let-
ters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, or 
send to Post Scripts, Cedar 
Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICE

POSTPOST  ScriptsScripts

is $3/craft project. 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-
3158. #5

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Feb. 8,15,22: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #51-20

Water Colors at KDL
Feb. 10: Lions & Rabbits will guide learning about color 
mixing, creating color schemes and wet blending. Please 
bring a work shirt to protect your clothing. Registration 
required. Thursday, February 10 at 6:30 pm. Spencer 
Township KDL Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen. 616-
784-2007, toll free 877-243-2466. #5

Valentine Snowshoeing at HCNC
Feb. 12: Bundle up for a candle lit snow shoe walk. Enjoy 
a guided walk to our bonfire where hot beverages and 
s’mores await you. Saturday February 12th at 6:30 pm. 
Members $3/Nonmembers $5. All ages welcome, snow 
shoes provided. Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKEoof thef theWeekWeek

Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. #5

Heart to Heart Craft Party at KDL
Feb. 12: Roses and red, violets are blue, join our Valentine 
event, just for you! Celebrate Valentine’s Day with crafts. 
Saturday. February 12th. Spencer Township KDL, 14960 
Meddler Ave., Gowen at 10 am. Nelson Township/Sand 
Lake KDL, 88 Eighth St., Sand Lake at 10:30 am. #5

Parking
I went shopping in the city the other day. I was in the 

store for only about five minutes. When I came out, I 
saw a parking meter attendant writing a ticket for an ex-
pired meter.

So I went up to him and said, “Come on, how about 
giving a man a break?” 

He ignored me and continued writing the ticket.
So I called him a pencil-necked Nazi. 
He glared at me and started writing another ticket for 

also having parked partially on the pavement.
So I called him a son of a mutant pig. He finished the 

second ticket and put it on the car with the first. Then he 
started writing a third ticket.

This went on for about 20 minutes. The more I abused 
him, the more tickets he wrote. I didn’t give a darn. My 
car was parked around the corner.

Hometown
HappeningsHappenings
are online at 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
hometown-happenings/



Affecti n’s Confection
popart The Popcorn Board  •  www.popcorn.org

For more simple and tasty popcorn recipes, visit www.popcorn.org

Chocolate is a confection wrapped in emotion. It is given with 
warmth and eaten with pleasure. It is a treat that is slowly 

savored and sel� shly guarded. From a � rst birthday cake and 
checkout lane candies, thru courting ritual tokens and celebratory 
desserts, chocolate is always regarded with great affection. Chocolate 
tacitly says, “You’re special.”

If  you’re looking for a simple way to spoil someone you’re sweet 
on, make this recipe for Nutty Chocolate Caramel Corn Clusters from 
the Popcorn Board. Try marcona almonds in this chocolaty, crunchy 
treat for a � avorful change from traditional chocolate caramel corn. 

Did you know: Chocolate and popcorn share the same cultural 
background. Both originated in South and Central America and were 
celebrated by the Aztecs and Mayans. 

Did you know: Chocolate and popcorn contain polyphenols. 
Polyphenols appear to lower the risk of heart disease and some cancers.

Did you know: Popcorn is a whole grain. Consuming at least 3 or 
more ounce equivalents of whole grains per day can reduce the risk of 
several chronic diseases and may help with weight maintenance.

Nutty Chocolate Caramel Corn Clusters
No need for a candy thermometer to make this delicious treat.
Makes: 3 quarts, 24 servings, 1/2 cup per serving
Preparation time: 15 minutes
Baking time: 40 minutes

 3 quarts popped popcorn
 1  cup marcona almonds, whole 

almonds or peanuts
 1  (12 oz) package semisweet 

chocolate morsels
 1 cup light corn syrup
 1/4  cup (1/2 stick) butter or margarine

• Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. Line a large, rimmed baking pan 
(17 x 12–inches) with foil and spray lightly with cooking spray.

• Spray a large mixing bowl (not plastic) with cooking spray and add 
popcorn and nuts; set aside.

• In a medium saucepan, combine chocolate morsels, corn syrup and 
butter. Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly, until mixture 
boils. Pour over popcorn; toss well to coat.

• Spread in an even layer into prepared baking pan. Bake in 
preheated oven 40 minutes, stirring every 10 minutes. Cool 
completely in pan. Break into pieces; store in an airtight container.

Clean-up tip: Soak saucepan before cleaning.
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ON CLOSEOUT, 
 DISCONTINUED  

AND  
ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS  

THROUGHOUT  
THE STORE 

 Clearance Winter 
SALE 
10-50% OFF 

OUR ALREADY LOW PRICES! 

LAYAWAY 
 NOW 

AND PAY WITH YOUR 
TAX RETURN 

NORTHTOWN 
Larry’s 

 Furniture, Appliance & Mattress 
6481 SW Greenville Rd 

661166--775544--66110011  
OPEN: MON-SAT 9AM TO 6PM 

Unique ideas and delectable treats for the ultimate 
Valentine’s Day

(BPT) - Whether it’s romantic love, family 
love or friendship love, this incredible emo-
tion is worthy of celebration on Valentine’s 
Day. Do you know what you’re going to do 
to make 2022 memorable for everyone dear to 
your heart?

To honor the love between you and your fa-
vorite people, consider these special ways to 
show you care:
Gift indulgent treats

The sweetest people in your life deserve 
something sweet for Valentine’s Day. But not 
any ordinary treat will do - you want to gift 
something elegant, indulgent and beautiful. 
The chocolatiers at Kohler Original Recipe 
Chocolates have you covered, creating deca-
dent confections of all kinds so there’s some-
thing for everyone.

For a limited time, you can order dark choc-
olate hearts, which are perfect for Valentine’s 
Day. Anyone will delight in enjoying a heart-
shaped shell of dark chocolate that surrounds 
a soft, raspberry ganache center graced with 
subtle hints of champagne and cognac notes.
Plan a virtual chocolate tasting 
party

They say distance makes the heart grow 
fonder, so even if you live far away from 
loved ones or you’re playing it safe by social 
distancing, you can still celebrate Valentine’s 
Day virtually. One trending idea that’s sure to 
be a blast is planning a virtual chocolate tast-
ing party.

Visit KohlerChocolates.com and decide on 
a variety of chocolates to sample. From the 
signature Terrapin collection to specialties like 
the Dark Chocolate Hearts - a heart-shaped 
shell of dark chocolate surrounding a soft, 
raspberry ganache center with subtle hints of 
champagne and cognac notes - and sugar-free 
chocolates, there are many ways to tempt the 
taste buds. Send everyone in your group the 
same candies and then plan a gathering online 
to sample together. You might even consider 
enhancing your party with drink pairing sug-
gestions.
Plan a unique escape

If you’re comfortable traveling, consider 

planning a getaway 
to indulge your 
loved one and your-
self. A spa weekend 
away is the perfect 
way to unwind with 
a significant other 
or a best friend. If 
you want to expe-
rience a stunning 
spa sure to impress, 
consider Kohler 
Waters Spa with 
several locations in 
the Midwest.

For example, 
Kohler Waters Spa 
at Lodge Kohler in 
Green Bay offers 
5-star luxurious 
treatments and im-
mersive spa expe-
riences such as the 
seasonal Peppermint Mocha Massage fea-
turing enveloping aromas of peppermint and 
the Kohler Waters Spa’s signature Chocolate 
Body Butter, irresistible for Valentine’s Day.

Another option is to research themed get-
aways that interest you and your travel com-
panion. Culinary escapes are a growing travel 
trend and can be a fun way to celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day. For example, from Feb. 11 to 13, 
2022, the Celebration of Chocolate event in 
Kohler, Wisconsin, is a cocoa-infused extrav-
aganza with interactive demonstrations, pair-
ings, a gala dinner and other events.
Make it personal

No matter what you plan this upcoming Val-
entine’s Day, the key to making the day mem-
orable is to do something unique. Whether 
it’s a getaway to try something fresh or a new 
virtual activity, spending time together is a fun 
way to enhance your love.

To make the day particularly special, add 
something extra that is personalized for your 
loved one. Gift a hand-written card, write out 
or recreate a favorite memory, flip through old 
photos and reminisce - your thoughtfulness 
will be remembered long after Feb. 14.

full color ad pricing: 
2x2.25 ad $44.78
3x2.25 ad $67.16
3x4.5 ad $134.32
1/4 page $214.80
1/2 page $381.60

The Cedar Springs POST’s

2022 BBrriiddaall  Guide
Coming Soon!!Coming Soon!!

Other sizes and 
pricing available.

For more information email: 
sales@cedarspringspost.com
Or Contact your Media Consultant

Melissa Kleyn  616.799.4967
Marybeth Ford  616.824.8432

36 E. Maple | P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319

phone: 616-696-3655
fax: 616-696-9010 
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www.cedarspringspost.com

Get into our upcoming 
Bridal section and get 
your business noticed!
                       views per week at 

www.cedarspringspost.com
AND 3,000 print copies!

Distributed to: 
Meijer - Cedar Springs
Price Cutter - Cedar Springs

Area Restaurants
Area Gas Stations 
AND over 50 area businesses!

PP        STSTTheThe

A supplement to The Cedar Springs POST newspaper

10,000 +

YES! Sign me up for the 2022 Bridal Guide: 
Business Name:
 
Contact Person:     Phone:

email address: 

Address:     city:    zip:

The (new) gold 
standard



The Cedar Springs Youth 
Wrestling Club traveled 14 
wrestlers to both Ionia and 
Chippewa Hills, with eight 
bringing home hardware. 
Coach Kevin Fitzgerald was 
happy with the effort.

“Many of our wrestlers had 
their largest brackets of the 
season up to this point, and 
more than a few had to battle 
their way through a number 
of tough matches in order to 

get to the medal rounds,” said 
Fitzgerald. “Overall, it was a 
great day of hardnosed wres-
tling.”

The 2014-2013 age group 
saw three Red Hawks medal. 
Jaden Themm placed 4th in 
the novice 67lb bracket While 
Kamden Kohler wrestled 
his way to a 3rd place finish 
in the novice 77lb bracket. 
Henry Galinis took a strong 
2nd place in the Open 82lb 

bracket.
In the 2012-2011 age group, 

Sierra and Ben Streeter both 
had strong showings as Sier-
ra earned a 3rd place finish in 
the combined 66/69lb open 
bracket with Ben placing 4th 
in the open 130lb bracket.

To round out the day, two 
Red Hawks brought home 
a pair of 2nd place finishes, 
with Eli Gunderson in the 
2010-2009 combined 65/70lb 

bracket and Brandson Wood 
in the 2008-2007 combined 
90/95lb bracket.

Dawson Pike was the lone 
Red Hawk that traveled to the 
North Region tournament at 
Chippewa Hills with a domi-
nating three pin performance 
while cruising to 1st place 
finish.

Next week the Red Hawks 
will travel to Belding for more 
MyWAY West Region action!

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Light and 
shadows

When light and shadow dominate the forest, mag-
ic abounds. Some gray shadows effervesce and tinge the 
landscape with a hint of blue. Sunlight on crisp winter days 
lights snow crystals like glimmering diamonds across broad 
expanses. Lying on brilliant white snow, grays cast by tree 
shadows provide a depth of forest beauty not witnessed on 
cloudy days. 

Sun rays reaching trees lights bark differently for each 
species. Red oaks have smooth bark with a light gray be-
tween rough ridges of darker wood. White oaks have an 
even gray reflecting from shingle-like sections of bark that 
peals outward from a multitude of layered shingles. These 
shingles are minor compared with the exaggerated shag-
bark hickory bark that gives it a fitting name. The shagbark 
gray is nearly identical to that of white oak, but the trees are 
easily separated by the surface texture. 

Trees of all sizes offer interesting shadows with unique 
bends and twists of branches that silhouette magnificence 
on snow all around you. Trees like the Black cherry contrast 
with the majority of trees by having small “burnt potato 
chip” curls of black bark. Trees of different ages express ap-
pearance variations much we do. Young trees tend to have 
smooth fresh-looking bark, but older trees frequently are 
furrowed and wrinkled like me. Nuthatches and other birds 
hide morsels of food in bark crevices. I do not allow them 
to hide food among my wrinkles. 

Aspens, also known as poplars, have bark that shines 
white in the sun giving the impression of a paper birch. As it 
ages, the smooth youthful bark becomes rougher with dark 
gray ridges. 

In late afternoon, a young 25-foot-tall sugar maple emits 
an amber color not evident in midday. On late day walks, I 
pause at well placed benches or elevated logs set at the right 
height for resting. As my body rests, my mind continues to 
actively notice shadows of light in the forest brightness that 
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Christopher Conflitti
Four Seasons Insurance 
and Financial Agency
Office:  616-696-8255
Email:  chris@conflittiagency.com

Ask the Health Insurance Expert 

HEALTH INSURANCE AND MEDICARE INFORMATION 
Chris Conflitti is a local Insurance and Financial Services Agent in downtown 
Cedar Springs. He has over 20 years experience and specializes in Medicare and 
Health insurance and has helped hundreds of people get coverage. 

Medicare open enrollment was October 15th thru December 
7th. Enrollment is now closed, but there is STILL an opportunity 
to make a change for 2022. If you have Medicaid and Medicare 
you should contact me. There are significant benefits available 
to you. Also if you have Priority Health for Medicare, contact 
me.  I can help you get the most out of your benefits.  

SPORTS SPORTS &&  OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

WMP wrestlers claim victories

Youth grapplers travel to Ionia 
and Chippewa Hills
By James Streeter

This past weekend, West Michigan Pursuit 
travelled to Ionia for the West Region tourna-
ment. WMP entered six grapplers to compete 
and all six finished in the placement rounds. 
Out of 18 matches, WMP claimed 11 victo-
ries! 80/85 Peyton Farrell, 13/15 age group 
finished 4th. Finishing as runners up were 
37 lb, Camdon Farrell, 5/6 age group; 66/69 
lb Jaxson Babcock, 9/10 age group; 81 lb JJ 

Carringer, 9/10 Novice age group and Heavy-
weight, Mason Carringer, 11/12 age group. 75 
lb Jackson Farrell, 9/10 age group claimed his 
second Championship Title this season. 

“Improvements are showing each week,” 
said Head Coach Dave Andrus. “I like seeing 
the gaps close on some of the losses we have. 
These kids are continuing to head in the right 
direction.” 

West Michigan Pursuit wrestler JJ Carringer, 81 lbs, 9/10 novice age group, finished as a runner 
up. Courtesy photo.

         GRAYLING- continues on page 9

Michigan Arctic Grayling 
Initiative receives $70,000 
grant
From the Michigan DNR

Northern Michigan 
University, in partner-
ship with the Michigan 
Department of Natural 
Resources, has received 
a Consumers Energy 
Foundation grant of 
$70,000 to support ef-
forts to bring back the 
Arctic grayling to Mich-
igan waters.

Combined with sup-
port from the Henry E. and 
Consuelo S. Wenger Foun-
dation, the Consumers En-
ergy Foundation grant will 
fund an evaluation of sev-
eral types of chambers for 
rearing Arctic grayling eggs 
in Michigan streams. Re-
mote site incubator designs 
successfully used to rear 
eggs in Montana streams 
work well there, but their 
successful operation is less 
certain in Michigan streams. 
This project will evaluate 
alternative approaches to 
the RSI design in lab and 
stream environments to de-
termine which will be most 
efficient and reliable for 

Michigan’s stream environ-
ments.

“This is the second con-
tribution we have received 
from the Consumers Energy 
Foundation since we started 
our initiative to bring Arc-
tic grayling back to Mich-
igan,” said DNR Fisheries 
Division Chief Jim Dexter. 
“With their partnership we 
are able to get closer to 
meeting our goals and see-
ing success.”

“Consumers Energy has 
been serving Michigan 
communities for 135 years, 
and we’re committed to 
supporting organizations 
that strengthen environmen-

tal stewardship and work to 
preserve and protect our 
state’s amazing natural 
resources,” said Carolyn 
Bloodworth, Consumers 
Energy Foundation secre-
tary/treasurer. “We’re proud 
to partner with other Mich-
igan organizations to bring 
native Arctic grayling back 
to their home waters.”

“Northern Michigan Uni-
versity is looking forward 
to collaborating on this 
project with the Michigan 
DNR,” said NMU assistant 
professor Brandon Gerig. 
“It’s exciting that the data 
generated from this project 

Ranger Steve



SERVICE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, February 3, 2022   Page 9

PrimaryPrimary
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Cozy Reflections LLC

Hours: 
Wednesday - Friday 11 am - 6 pm 

Saturday 10 am - 4pm
Website: 

cozyreflections.com

30 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs, MI 

49319
616-263-0904

· Gift Shop 
· Vintage Store 
· Home Decor

PUBLIC NOTICE 
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Invitation to Bidders
“Former Fire Station Demolition 

And Removal”
The City of Cedar Springs is currently soliciting 
bids from qualified vendors/contractors/bidders 
for the demolition of a metal framed “former fire 
station” building located at 37 West Maple St.  
The date and time of the bid opening is at 10:00 
a.m. March 3, 2022 in the City Council Cham-
bers of City Hall located at the address below.  
Bids are to be placed in a sealed envelope 
mailed or delivered to Rebecca Johnson, City 
Clerk, and clearly marked “Former Fire Station 
Demolition And Removal”.  This notice is being 
published February 3, 2022, posted on the City’s 
web page (www.cityofcedarsprings.org) and at 
City Hall.  Prospective bidders may make an ap-
pointment to visit the facility on February 18, 2022 
for a site visit.  Questions regarding this Request 
for Proposals shall be directed to Mike Womack, 
City Manager, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319, 616-696-1330 Ext. 104#  manager@
cityofcedarsprings.org  or the DPW Director, Bill 
LaRose at 616-696-1330 Ext. 108#.  The City of 
Cedar Springs reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, to waive irregularities and noncon-
formities in bids, to accept and reject bids based 
on what the City Council deems is in the best 
interests of the City, to negotiate with the select-
ed bidder and to make the bid award as the City 
Council deems is in the best interests of the City.

City of Cedar Springs
City Hall

66 S. Main Street
P.O. Box 310

Cedar Springs, MI  49319
616.696.1330

Dated: February 3, 2022

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Accuracy Test

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public 
Accuracy Test for the March 1, 2022 Special 

Primary Election has been scheduled for 
11:00 AM Wednesday, February 9, 2022 in the 
Solon Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue 

NE, Cedar Springs, Michigan.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
determine that the program and computer being 
used to tabulate the results of the election counts 
the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated: Feb. 3, 2022 Dorothy Willoughby
Solon Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Solon Township Code 
Enforcement Officer

Solon Township is accepting applications to fill 
the position of Code Enforcement Officer.

Duties include:
Code enforcement officers are ultimately 

responsible for ensuring that all buildings and 
properties are in compliance with ordinance 
and zoning laws. Upon receiving a violation 

complaint; complete site visits, assist owners 
in taking corrective steps, send out warning 
notices, and charge penalties as needed.

A good working apport with people is a must.

Job is part time, hours will vary.   

Information and applications may be obtained 
at the Solon Township office at 15185 Algoma 

Avenue NE, Cedar Springs, MI.

Dated: January 13, 2022   

will soon fade in the evening. 
In the dead of winter, signs of spring remain frozen They 

are ready for a flush of warmth to arrive in less than two 
months. Speckled alder catkins are hanging maroon with 
flowers ready to burst forth when conditions allow. Most of 
life remains hidden in winter nature niche seclusion under-
ground or held from sight in buds. They cannot completely 
hide from the hungry birds and mammals trying to survive 
harsh cold months.

Evidence of acorns dug from the ground, branches 
snipped raggedly by deer or cut cleanly by rabbit incisors 
are telltale signs that squirrels and other mammals remain 
active. 

White and gray shadows dominate with an abundance of 
shades and untold stories to share when you take a fresh 
winter day walk.  

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

NatureNature
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

GraylingGrayling
...continued from page 8...continued from page 8

in person at their local clerk’s office or online at Michigan.
gov/Vote. If voters choose to go to their local clerk’s office, 
they can fill out their ballot and return it in the same visit.

Voters in districts holding special election primaries can 
also cast their ballots in person at their polling place on 
March 1. Polls will be open on from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The March 1 special election primary will determine the 
candidates to fill partial terms for the vacated seats in the 
respective districts, meaning those elected in the May 3 
special general election will serve until Dec. 31, 2022. The 
seats to be filled will represent districts based on the district 
maps that have been in effect since the prior state redistrict-
ing took place after the 2010 census. Primaries and gener-
al elections for the next term, beginning Jan. 1, 2023, and 
based on the recently approved new district maps from the 
Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission, 
will be held in August and November of this year.

Voters can find more information, including a sample bal-
lot and the location of their clerk’s office and polling place 
and Michigan.gov/Vote.

will directly inform Arctic grayling restoration efforts in 
Michigan.”

The Arctic grayling is an iconic and treasured part of 
Michigan’s history and was the only abundant stream sal-
monid (fish in the salmon family) in the Lower Peninsula. It 
has not been present in Michigan since the 1930s.

The Michigan Arctic Grayling Initiative seeks to establish 
self-sustaining populations of this species throughout its 
historical range in Michigan. The initiative has more than 
40 partners collaborating on the reintroduction. Members 
of Michigan’s Arctic Grayling Initiative meet to identify 
knowledge gaps and to discuss management and stocking 
strategies and public outreach.

The information collected through this partner-supported 
project will guide management agencies in identifying the 
most effective and efficient approaches for stream-based re-
introductions of Arctic grayling in Michigan. The Consum-
ers Energy Foundation previously supported partner efforts 
to develop a system for rating select stream habitats where 
Arctic grayling are being considered for reintroduction. The 
report describing this effort can be found on the Michigan 
Arctic Grayling Initiative website.

For more information on the history of Arctic grayling in 
Michigan, visit MiGrayling.org.

FREE TO YOU!
Because we’re 
advertiser supported!

#shoplocal 
#shopthepostPP      STSTTheThe

the news. 
“It appears as though the people have spoken. I am en-

joying doing my part for this community. I look forward to 
seeing what the future brings for the Village of Sand Lake. 
Myself, and the rest of the council are motivated and good 
things are happening,” she said. 

Helton and Rudicil had recall petitions filed against them 
by former trustee Glen Baker, who was voted out of office 
in November 2020. Doerr’s recall petition was filed against 
her by Jeff Gokey.

RecallRecall
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Dated: February 3, 2022
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MurderMurder

Sam – 7-year-old male – Small Mixed Breed
Meet Sam! This cute, floof 
likes peace and quiet and 
enjoys cuddling up in his 
favorite blankets. He also 
loves pets and attention, 
as well as yummy wet 
food and soft treats! Sam 
has lived with other dogs 
before and might do 
well with a furry friend. 

If you’re looking to add an adorable couch potato to 
your family--Sam is the guy for you! Sam is available for 
adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan.

Tiger Lilly - 6-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair
Meet Tiger Lilly! This 
adorable furbaby loves 
pets, and if she wants 
something, she’ll let you 
know! She loves to play, 
cuddle, and talk to her 
foster family. This curious 
girl gets along well with 
other cats and loves to lap 
on her foster mom’s lap. As sassy as they come, this 
orange tabby is just the pet to spice up your life! Tiger 
Lilly is available for adoption at Humane Society of 
West Michigan. 

To learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details
696-3655

FOR RENTFOR RENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctioneers.com

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
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SERVICESSERVICES

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

LOST LOST AND AND 
FOUNDFOUND

FORFOR  SALESALE

WANTED WANTED 
TO TO RENTRENT

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

3077 Wilson Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49534
616.453.8900 | adoptions@hswestmi.org

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

FOR SALE: Hospital bed 
in perfect working condi-
tion. Needs mattress. Pick 
up or delivery. Delivery cost 
depending on location. 
Only $99. For more info 
call (616) 309-3950 and 
leave message or call The 
Post (616) 696-3655 (leave 
message). #tfn

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Welcome to Welcome to 
February!February!

FOR SALE: Brand new 
memory foam mattress 
6” firm (couldn’t fit it back in 
the box to return). Call 616-
309-3950. #tfn

Looking to lease hunting 
property. References and 
Hunting Lease Insurance 
provided. Will pay top dol-
lar. Please call 616-375-
6319. #2-6p

Lost: Small camera in a pink 
case. Lost last fall (October or 
November) at Meijers. Call 616-
696-7457, leave message. #2

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Male calico cat with long 
hair. Very friendly. He showed 
up in December, disappeared 
and came back. Found in 
Evergreen Farms, Indian Lakes 
and Northland Drive area. Call 
616-881-9070. #4

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TRS/TDD dial 711

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM 

APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

APARTMENTAPARTMENT
FORFOR  RENTRENT

• LOST 
• FOUND
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREEFREE!!  CallCall
  696-3655C
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PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

Do youDo you  own own 
a businessa business
in the following areas?in the following areas?
• Cedar Springs
• Sparta
• Howard City

• Rockford
• Kent City

Call me for a free 
professional 

marketing 
consultation.

PP      STST
TheThe

P 616.696.3655 | F 616.696.9010

36 E. Maple Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Marybeth Ford
Media Consultant
616.824.8432
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Advertise in 
Support YOUR LOCAL Newspaper

Call a Sales Rep 
TODAY!

 616.696.3655PP      STSTTheThe

Connect with Connect with communitycommunity



WA S H I N G T O N —
Now that the 2022 tax 
season is open, the Inter-
nal Revenue Service re-
minds taxpayers to make 
sure they’ve got what they 
need before they file and 
to consider free resources 
available to help them get 
organized.

This news release is 
part of a series called the 
Tax Time Guide, a resource to help taxpayers file an accu-
rate tax return. Additional help is available at IRS.gov or in 
Publication 17, Your Federal Income Tax.
Don’t file before ready

While taxpayers should not file late, they also should not 
file prematurely. People who file before they receive all the 
proper tax reporting documents risk making a mistake that 
may lead to processing delays.

Typically, year-end forms start arriving by mail or are 
available online in January. Taxpayers should review them 
carefully. If any of the information shown is inaccurate or 
not available, taxpayers should contact the payer right away 
for a correction or to ensure they have their current mailing 
or email address.

New this year, the IRS sent Letter 6419, Advance Child 
Tax Credit Reconciliation, in January 2022 to help indi-
viduals reconcile and receive the full amount of their 2021 
Child Tax Credit. This letter includes the total amount of 
the 2021 advance Child Tax Credit payments issued and 
the number of qualifying children used to calculate their 
advance payments. People need this important information 
to accurately claim the other half of the 2021 Child Tax 
Credit when filing their 2021 tax return and prevent delays 
in processing. The IRS reminds people to check this infor-
mation carefully.

Most eligible people were already issued their third Eco-
nomic Impact Payment and won’t include any information 
about it when they file. However, people who didn’t qualify 
for a third payment or did not receive the full amount may 
be eligible for the 2021 Recovery Rebate Credit based on 
their 2021 tax situation. They will need the total amount of 
their third Economic Impact Payment to file an accurate tax 
return to avoid a processing delay. Taxpayers can sign into 
their IRS Online Account to view the total amount of the 
third-round Economic Impact Payment or wait to receive 
IRS Letter 6475.
Individuals not required to file must 
file a tax return to claim important tax 
credits

The IRS strongly encourages individuals who are not re-
quired to file a tax return to file one this season to claim 
potentially thousands of dollars in tax credits. By filing a 
tax return, individuals could claim:

The Recovery Rebate Credit to receive any remaining 
2021 stimulus payments that they might not have received 
(for example, if they added a new child or other dependent 
in 2021);

The remaining Child Tax Credit for which they are eli-
gible, including any monthly payments that they might not 
have received (for example, if they added a new qualifying 
child in 2021); and

The Earned Income Tax Credit, the federal government’s 
largest refundable tax credit for low- to moderate-income 
families (the amount of which has been nearly tripled for 
filers without children).
View IRS account information online

Individuals can use their IRS Online Account to securely 
access information about their federal tax account, includ-
ing payments, tax records and more.

To help with filing a return, individuals can view:
The total amounts of Economic Impact Payments issued 

for tax year 2021
The total amount of advance Child Tax Credit payments
Their adjusted gross income from their last tax return
The total of any estimated tax payments they made, and 

refunds applied as a credit
They can also now make and track payments and man-

age communication preferences, including the option to go 
paperless and request email notifications for certain notices 
available online. Taxpayers are encouraged to register for 
an online account, if they haven’t already, or sign in to ac-
cess this information and explore these new features.

Important 2021 Tax Documents 
Organized tax records make preparing a complete and ac-

curate tax return easier and may help taxpayers find over-
looked deductions or credits.

Taxpayers should wait to file until they have all their sup-
porting income statements including but not limited to:

Forms W-2 from employer(s)
Forms 1099 from banks, issuing agencies and other pay-

ers including unemployment compensation, dividends and 
distributions from a pension, annuity or retirement plan

Form 1099-K, 1099-Misc, W-2 or other income state-
ment if they worked in the gig economy

Form 1099-INT if they received interest payments
Other income documents and records reporting virtual or 

crypto currency transactions
Form 1095-A, Health Insurance Marketplace Statement, 

to reconcile advance Premium Tax Credits for Marketplace 
coverage

Letter 6419, 2021 Total advance Child Tax Credit Pay-
ments to reconcile advance Child Tax Credit payments

Letter 6475, 2021 Economic Impact Payment, to deter-
mine eligibility to claim the Recovery Rebate Credit.
Free help

Once taxpayers have collected all their tax documents 
and information, they’re ready to consider how they will 
file.

IRS Free File is a great option for eligible taxpayers who 
are only filing a tax return to reconcile 2021 advance pay-
ments and claim the remaining portion of their Child Tax 
Credit or to claim the 2021 Recovery Rebate Credit, either 
because they didn’t receive a third-round Economic Impact 
Payment or did not receive the full amount. IRS Free File 
can also be used to claim the Earned Income Tax Credit, 
which provides a refundable tax credit based on a filer’s 
income and family size.

IRS Free File is available to any person or family who 
earned $73,000 or less in 2021. This year, there are eight 
IRS Free File products in English and one in Spanish.

Taxpayers can use a “look up” tool to choose from one 
of the Free File Providers. Each provider sets its own eligi-
bility standards, generally based on income, age and state 
residency giving taxpayers who earned $73,000 or less at 
least one product to use for free.

Free File is just one way the IRS provides free tax prepa-
ration options to taxpayers through a partnership model. 
The IRS also partners with community organizations to 
train IRS-certified volunteers to prepare and electronically 
file basic income tax returns for qualified individuals for 
free.

Qualified taxpayers who generally make $58,000 or less, 
persons with disabilities and limited English-speaking tax-
payers who need help preparing their own tax returns can 
get free tax help at one of thousands of community vol-
unteer sites through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program.

And the Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) program 
offered by AARP, offers free tax help for all taxpayers, par-
ticularly those who are 60 and older, specializing in ques-
tions about pensions and retirement-related issues unique 
to seniors.

Members of the military and qualifying veterans can use 
MilTax, a Department of Defense program that generally 
offers free online tax preparation and e-filing software for 
federal returns and up to three state returns.
New alternative media preference to 
help taxpayers

Beginning Jan.31, 2022, taxpayers can complete Form 
9000, Alternative Media Preference, to choose to receive 
their IRS tax notices in Braille, large print, audio or elec-
tronic formats. This includes notices about additional taxes 
or penalties owed. Taxpayers can include the completed 
form with their tax return, mail it as a standalone form to 
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RetiredRetired
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

What does Frank like about his job? “I’ve always hated bul-
lies. I like being an advocate for the underdogs. There are a lot of 
evil, cruel people out there, and a lot of people that need help,” 
he explained. He added that a lot of people will come up and 
thank him for something he did, when he just felt he was doing 
his job. “It may have been a little thing to me, but it was a big 
thing for them.” 

Frank has faced a lot of horrific things in his career. His very 
first week on the job in Cedar Springs, he went to the scene of a 
fire at Cedar Springs Mobile Estates. He tried to save a baby that 
was inside. “She was already gone,” he said sadly. “I was almost 
killed by smoke inhalation.”

During his last week with the Cedar Springs Police Depart-
ment, there was another fire in Cedar Springs Mobile Estates. 
This time two people died in the fire.

“For a long time I would hear a fire tone and just feel sick to 
my stomach,” he said.

Throughout his career, Frank has tried to be a force for good—
sometimes in a superhero kind of way.

In 2017, when he was back here in Cedar Springs, there was 
another fire, in the same park. And this time, he received a life-
saving award for saving the life of an 11-year-old boy who had 
went back into the burning home to retrieve a pet. A sofa was 
blocking entry through the front door, and black smoke was roll-
ing out. Frank then found a window and smashed it and began 
yelling for the boy. He saw the boy run past then disappear in the 
smoke. “He was scared. I was afraid he was going to get smoke 
inhalation,” remarked Frank.

When the boy ran by again, Deputy Frank reached inside and 
grabbed him and pulled him outside.

“I did what any deputy would do under those circumstances,” 
he said. “Any of us would do the same thing.” He was pleased 
that it had a happier ending, with the entire family—including a 
newborn and the pets—getting out safely.

This was not first time Frank has been recognized for an ac-
tion. He and another officer tackled a suicidal subject who was 
going to jump off the overpass on M57 that runs over US131. 
He received a commendation for that, too.

The Post asked Frank how he deals with the all the traumatic 
things he encounters. “I see a lot of horrific things, but I don’t 
dwell on it,” he explained. “I have a lot of things I enjoy doing, 
especially in nature—hiking, kayaking, archery, bowhunting, 
photography. I stay busy. You have to leave your job at work. 
Some don’t handle it well, but I’ve been fortunate.”

Frank said that mostly, he tries to remember the funny things 
that happen. He said he once had to do a well-being check on 
someone in Cedar Springs, and couldn’t get in the front door, 
so needed to go in through the second-floor window. He and 
another deputy had to use a bucket truck from the DPW. “I was 
trying to figure out how to operate the bucket truck, and I think 
the deputy down below was taking pictures to document my im-
minent death,” he said with a laugh. He did finally end up getting 
in through the window.

Frank recalled another funny incident when he was off-duty. 
He was returning from a Halloween party, and he still had his 
Batman costume on. He got behind a drunk driver, who exited 
on the same ramp he was getting off on, and he knew he had 
to pull him over and call it in. So he blocked the guy in, but 
couldn’t get out of his costume. So he got out of his car and 
talked to the guy, with his Batman cape flapping in the breeze. 
The guy’s eyes grew wide. “He kept calling me ‘Batman, offi-
cer, sir,’” said Frank with a laugh. 

Frank has seen a lot of changes over the years. For instance, he 
said his class was the last one to be trained to use revolvers. After 
that, they switched to semi-automatics. Police also didn’t carry 
tasers, or cell phones. They had a pager. And there are several 
things that seem all too common-place now, that were rarities in 
the 1990s: suicide attempts, school shootings; a lack of respect 
for authority; and more. He noted that technology has brought 
a lot of changes, including computer crimes and cell phone and 
social media use. Mental health issues also loom large. 

“The types of calls change, but the core of the work stays the 
same,” he said.

Frank has loved working in northern Kent County. He still 
lives in the area with his wife and has two grown daughters. One 
is a social worker, and the other is a police cadet. 

“It has been an honor to serve everyone in northern Kent and 
all across Kent County,” he said. “We have one of the best sher-
iff departments in the state. I work with great people.” He noted 
that they have a lot of new hires coming in, and he encourages 
people interested in making it a career to go for it. 

“It’s a rewarding career if you stick with it. Conduct yourself 
in a professional manner, and you’ll never have a problem,” he 
said.

What does he have planned for the future? Frank said he plans 
to pick up photography again and do some guided steelhead 
trips on the Muskegon River. “I really like doing that,” he said.

Frank’s last day on the job is February 13, with his retirement 
effective March 1.

Thank you, Deputy Todd Frank, for your willingness to serve 
us here in Cedar Springs, and across Kent County!

TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$

Tax Time Guide: Important considerations 
before filing a 2021 tax return



Quality Service and Value for 41 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE
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GasBuddyGasBuddy
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3
COVID-19 pandemic and the emerging prominence of work 
from home lifestyles.

Worst Day to Save Money: Thursday
In 2019, Saturday was named the worst day of the week 

in 16 states. In 2021, Thursday topped the list as the most 
expensive day of the week by far in 28 states. In 2021, the 
middle of the week became far more expensive to fill up than 
on Mondays or Fridays. While the weekend previously held 
the title for the most expensive prices, Wednesday now fol-
lows Thursday as the most expensive day to fill-up.

“When it comes to saving money at the pump, Monday be-
comes more than the dreaded end of the weekend. GasBuddy 
analyzed gas price data and found that the first day of the 
work week offers the lowest average gas price in 17 states, 
making it yet again the best day to fill-up,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy. “Though 
there is variation in daily gas prices across different states, 
the consensus is that filling up at the beginning or end of the 
work week, on Monday or Friday, is the best way to save 
money. Following Monday, Sunday is the cheapest day to 
fill-up. But even if you can’t always time your fill ups, the 
golden rule is to always always shop around before filling 
up.”

Individual state insights can be found at https://blog-con-
tent.gasbuddy.com/uploads/2022/01/GasBuddy_BestDay_
State_2022.pdf.

Community Room was very festive as decorated and attended 
to by the CS Library Staff,” said Clark. She added that the staff 
also saw to it that there was a nice variety of snacks, sweets 
and drinks, including a beautiful and delicious cake provided 
as a gift by Meijer. “Over the course of the evening around 160 
people came and went, bringing a variety of greeting cards, 
flowers and local gift cards. The room was never overcrowded, 
and the evening passed with the sounds of joy and fellowship,” 
she said.

Clark said that people poured in from all over the commu-
nity, including service organizations, churches, local schools, 
businesses, former library staff, and area families.  “We were 
so delighted!  It was a great party! I was literally glowing af-
terward. I was overwhelmed with the love and generosity that 
was poured out for me.  I am so very grateful and humbled by 
your response that evening.” 

She also had a message for those who wanted to attend but 
were unable for a variety of reasons. “Thank you for your 
cards!  I am sure to see you at some point in our favorite Cedar 
Springs Community Library!  If you want to send me an email, 
send it to ceddc@yahoo.com.” 

Clark said she will still be busy in other organizations, such 
as the Cedar Springs Women’s Club, Rotary, and more, so 
there’s a good chance you will run into her around town.

Thank you, Donna Clark, for your seemingly tireless effort 
to make the Cedar Springs Public Library one the best around! 

LibrarianLibrarian
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 

Tax GuideTax Guide
...continued from page 11...continued from page 11
the IRS or call 800-829-1040 to elect their preferred for-
mat.

As a reminder, Forms 1040 and 1040-SR are available 
in Spanish, and Schedule LEP, Request for Change in Lan-
guage Preference, allows taxpayers to request information 
in 20 different languages besides English.
E-file and choose direct deposit

The IRS encourages taxpayers to file electronically and 
use direct deposit to get their refunds. Combining e-file 
with direct deposit is the safest and fastest way to receive a 
refund. Taxpayers can file electronically through a tax pro-
fessional, IRS Free File or commercial tax preparation soft-
ware. When choosing e-file and direct deposit, most people 
receive their refunds in less than 21 days.

People who don’t have a bank account can visit the FDIC 
website or use the National Credit Union Administration’s 
Credit Union Locator Tool to find an institution that al-
lows them to open an account online and for tips on how 
to choose the right account. Veterans can check out the 
Veterans Benefits Banking Program for access to financial 
services at participating banks. Taxpayers can also ask their 
preparer if they offer other electronic refund options.

Although most refunds are delivered in 21 days, it could 
take longer if the tax return includes errors, is incomplete 
or requires further security review. Paper-filed tax returns 
and paper refund checks will take even longer this year.


