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Wedding Planning Timeline
A Helpful Checklist and Step-by-step guide to plan your big day

When you get

engaged
Settle on your budget.

Start gathering names and
addresses for your guest list.
Narrow down your potential date
to two or three.
Research locations for your
wedding venue.
Create a wedding website.

12 Before

Months

Hire a photographer. DON’T
procrastinate. Many photographers
are fully-booked up to a year in
advance.
Begin shopping for wedding
dresses.
Choose your bridal party and
attendants.
Finalize date after considering venue and photographer availability.
Book a block of hotel rooms for
out-of-state guests.

11 Before

Months

Plan ceremony and reception decor.
Set up an appointment with your
florist to decide what types of bouquets and centerpieces you need.
Book your caterer and cake decorator.

10 Before

Months

Finalize your guest list.
Set up gift registries.

Search for an officiant or have a
friend or family member get
ordained to perform the ceremony.
Choose ceremony and reception
music. Test out your playlist a few
times before the big day so you
know what music is best during
dancing versus dinner time.

9 Before

Months

Order your gown and have any
necessary alterations done.

8 Before

Months

Order hair accessories.
Order jewelry.
Plan and book your honeymoon
(for international excursions).

6 Before

Months

Edit, proof and print your wedding
inivitation. Don’t forget the
envelopes and stamps!
Do a few run-throughs on your
hairstyle and makeup so you can
test out products and make tweaks
to your final look.

Schedule a cake tasting. Finalize
your wedding cake.

5 Before

Months

Make arrangements for any rental
items (tables, chairs, linens, etc.) you
need.
Arrange any additional sound
equipment you’ll need to provide
music for the cermony and reception.

4 Before

Months

Choose groom’s attire and make
necessary alterations.
Purchase any other bridal accessories including shoes, lingerie and
garter.
Plan and book your honeymoon
(for local excursions).
Send out Save the Date cards.

3 Before

Months

Book accommodations for your
wedding night.

2 Before

Months

Address, stamp and mail your
invitations.
Finalize the menu with your caterer.
Don’t forget drinks! If alcohol is not
included in your catering bill, ask
about bringing in your own.

6 Before
Weeks

Purchase wedding bands.
Confirm number of bouquests,
centerpieces and boutonnieres with
florist.

4 Before
2 Before
Weeks

Finish any DIY projects.

Weeks

Get your local marriage license
lined up.
Create a wedding day schedule
and pass it out to important parties
(including photographer).
Give a final guest head count to
caterer.
Finalize seating chart.
Confirm all vendors’ arrival or delivery times on the wedding day.

Happy
Wedding Day!
Have a trusted friend or family
member handle checks for vendors
to be paid on the wedding day.
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Love is in the air
Let the wedding planning begin

Let
your
wedding planning
begin
at the Winter
Bridal Show
of West Michigan, January
27, 2018 at the
DeVos Place,
downtown
Grand Rapids, from 11
a.m.-4 p.m. A
must see show
for the brideto-be and her
groom!
A variety of vendors will be available face-to-face at
this Bridal Show, showcasing the newest colors and trends,
unique floral and décor, elegant reception table ideas, food
& cake sampling, interactive entertainment, and elaborate
wedding gowns tailored to every brides unique personality.
Runway Fashion Show - Saturday at 1 p.m. Wedding
dresses at this year’s fashion show will be presented by Caela Scott Bridal and Formalwear, showcasing designs with
you in mind. Caela Scott hand selects all of their designer
wedding dresses, allowing you the advantage of trying on
many different styles ranging from classic to romantic and
modern to glamorous. Their bridal boutique offers mother
of bride dresses and formalwear for the groom, taking care
of all your wedding attire needs.
Ice Sculptures LTD will have two new entertainment
booth concepts for weddings on display. These booths create memories with a revolutionary interactive wedding enhancement that produces a personalized gift for each guest.

Must see!
A stunning wedding reception tent will be featured at the
show by The Rental Company, giving the bride a vision for
her dream wedding. The artistic floral creations, décor and
elaborate color ideas will be designed by Creative Events
Floral & Design. The Rental Company and Creative Events
will bring this beautiful reception display to life, both of
these West Michigan professionals are ready to make your
vision a reality!
Feature vendors and displays include:
•
Wedding Gowns - Bridal Party and Mother Dresses
• Men’s Tuxedos & Suits
• Floral & Décor
• Wedding Rings & Jewelry
• Interactive Entertainment for Reception Party
• Tent & Party Rentals
• Reception Facilities & Ceremony Venues
• Cakes, Pies, Cupcakes & Gourmet Desserts
• Photography & Videography
• Bridal Gift Registry
• DJ’s & Music
• Hotel & Lodging
• Catering Services
• Cookware & Culinary
• Health, Wellness & Beauty
• Horse Drawn Carriage – on display
• Honeymoon Travel & Destination Weddings
• Limousines & Party Bus
• Re-purposed Wedding Garments
Brides can sign up for a number of door prizes. Drawings
will be held at the end of the fashion show.
The Winter Bridal Show is scheduled from 11am - 4pm
on Saturday, January 27, 2018.  Public is invited. Tickets are
available at the door or online at http://www.kohlerexpo.
com/ For additional information and $2 off discount coupon, please visit www.KohlerExpo.com. Heated parking is
conveniently located underneath DeVos Place off the Michigan Street entrance. Visit Facebook event at https://www.
facebook.com/events/360265627765178/ or type in Winter
Bridal Show of West Michigan in the Facebook search bar.

Winter Bridal Show
January 27, 2018
11am-4pm at the DeVos Place
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Wedding planning
101
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(Family Features) First comes the proposal then comes
the wedding planning. There are dozens of decisions that
need to be made before it’s time to walk down the aisle,
which can be overwhelming for brides and grooms.
To help make it less stressful, these tips from Macy’s can
help couples through the entire wedding-planning process,
from on-trend apparel and accessories for the entire wedding party to all the essentials to create a perfect registry.
Dressing the Ladies
When it comes to bridesmaid dresses, the mix-and-match
approach is trending in popularity. Start by deciding on
a color palette, such as lilac, champagne and petal pink.
Then have each bridesmaid choose her favorite style within
that range of hues. Bring it all together by choosing a uniform look for makeup, shoes and accessories.
There is no better time to thank the ladies than the morning of the big day. A few thoughtful gifts can go a long way,
such as matching robes, tumblers to stay hydrated throughout the day and cosmetic cases to stow makeup essentials.
Dressing the Gents
Similar to bridesmaid dresses, groomsmen attire can be
Planning - continues on page 12

The

Ridge View Barn
The Ridge View Barn is a true Rustic barn
built in 1871 yet beautiful with modern touches.

3 DAY RENTAL

Bridal Show of West Michigan exhibits:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Runway Fashion Show - Saturday 1pm
- Caela Scott Bridal and Formalwear
Wedding Gowns - Bridal Party and Mother
Dresses
Men’s Tuxedos & Suits
Floral & Décor
Wedding Rings & Jewelry
Interactive Entertainment for Reception
Party by Ice Sculptures LTD
Tent & Party Rentals
“Stunning” Wedding Reception Tent
with floral and decor by The Rental
Company and Creative Events Floral
Reception Facilities & Ceremony Venues

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cakes, Pies, Cupcakes & Gourmet Desserts
Photography & Videography
Bridal Gift Registry
DJ’s & Music
Hotel & Lodging
Catering Services
Cookware & Culinary
Health, Wellness & Beauty
Horse Drawn Carriage – on display
Honeymoon Travel & Destination Weddings
Limousines & Party Bus
Re-purposed Wedding Garments
Register to WIn CASH / Prizes

Public Invited - $10 Admission at the door

Convenient heated parking underneath the DeVos Place

For more information, follow our facebook event:
https://www.facebook.com/events/360265627765178/

FOR ONE FLAT RATE
(no add ons) - 2 barns
so you can have your
ceremony in a barn
and your reception in
a separate barn....no
need to worry about
setting up tents, rearranging tables and
chairs or bad weather!

Located at 15046 Tyrone Ave., Kent City

Yard games, bathrooms, dressing rooms with AC, large firepit area
with wrap around seating for up to 30 people, 60 beautiful acres
for pictures, not vendor picky! Many more amenities!
Find us on Facebook- www.facebook.com/TheRidgeViewBarn

Email Sue Kruithoff at M.kruithoff25@gmail.com
or phone 231-629-7018
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Put more you into your wedding day
(Family Features) A wedding day is filled with symbolic tradition, from varied
religious customs to the never-ending circle reflected in the
rings and the types of flowers
accentuating the celebration.
Even with all the traditional
rituals to consider, nearly every bride and groom can find
ways to give their special day
some unique touches that reflect their personality and love.
Music sets the mood for every wedding, and it’s an easy
place to put your own spin on
the celebration. Whether you
forgo the traditional bridal

march entirely or simply look
for an arrangement that gives
an updated twist to the classic
version, let guests know this
isn’t your average wedding by
setting the festivities against a
soundtrack that lets your true
character shine.
The wedding party is intended to be a collection of those
nearest and dearest to the bride
and groom, who help ensure
the day goes off without a hitch
and who lead fellow revelers in
celebrating the start of the new
couple’s life together. That
being said, there’s no reason
this group must be limited to

women on her side and guys
on his, or even that it’s limited
to humans – a beloved pooch
can make for an adorable
ring-bearer, after all.
Photography is an essential element of your big day,
but think beyond the images
you’ll capture throughout the
wedding and reception. Photos
lend a personal touch, no matter what your color scheme or
theme. Integrate photos of the
two of you at various stages
of life, together as a couple
and with loved ones (perhaps
even some you’re honoring in
memoriam). You can display

these at a table with the guest
book, as part of the table centerpieces, or even on the gift
table. Or take things digital
and load all your images into a
slide show set to music.
Make favors meaningful.
Forgo more common items
like bubbles and chocolate, and
instead send a little of yourself
home with your guests. Maybe
it’s a memento from a place
with special meaning to you
both, or a bottle opener shaped

like a bicycle to represent the
way you met. Just think about
the moments and things that
define you as a couple and do
some searching online. You’ll
probably be surprised by how
quickly the options pile up.
Serve up a menu that shows
guests more about your life
together. Your loved ones can
order basic beef or chicken
anywhere. Instead, give them
a glimpse into you. Make your
main course the same food

you enjoyed on your first date
or during another monumental
moment in your courtship. Or
plan the entire menu around a
region that you hold close to
your heart.
Weddings are filled with
traditions, but that doesn’t
mean you can’t put your own
touches on the day for a special
event filled with memories that
are uniquely your own. Find
more advice for life’s special
moments at elivingtoday.com.

15% Off ALL NEW Furniture

Amelia Table/4 chairs

New Furniture
Arriving wee
kly!
53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI

KJ Catering ad Final.pdf
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616-557-5000
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Daniel J. ReynolDs,
JeweleR

Over 20 years of dependable quality & service
Handcrafted jewelry
Original designing
Redesign family
treasures & revive
family heirlooms
All work done on
premisis – by owner
Across from Kent Theater
21 W. Cherry Street, Downtown Cedar Springs

616.696.0982

www.djrjeweler.net
Find us on Facebook

Store Hours:

T 10-5 • W 10-6
Th 10-3 • F 10-7
Sat 10-3 • closed
sundays & Mondays
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How to pick the perfect
engagement ring
(StatePoint) An engagement ring is at once a symbol
of love and commitment and
also a reflection of a woman’s
personal style. For the engaged-to-be who hasn’t quite
determined the perfect sparkler for herself, articulating
an engagement ring style can
seem challenging.

For what may be the most important piece of jewelry you will ever
wear, take the time to understand your options, and find a piece that
suits your style completely.

That’s where a trusted jeweler like Jared The Galleria Of Jewelry can help, where sales associates are committed to helping
every happily ever after begin with the perfect ring – and that
means taking the time to understand every future bride’s personal taste. Here are a few tips to help determine what your engagement ring style may be.
Timeless Beauty
For the woman who prefers a more traditional style (think
clean designs and sophisticated patterns), a classic engagement
ring may be the perfect fit. A great example of this is the solitaire
setting, which focuses on highlighting the gorgeous center stone,
offering an elegant statement. A modern take on this classic
would be the halo setting where an outline of diamonds encircles
and enhances the center stone for a slight twist on tradition.
A Touch of Romance
The woman who thoughtfully selects every accessory to offer
the perfect complement to any look knows it’s all about the details. An engagement ring with ornate design and intricate craftsmanship offers a distinct, vintage feel inspired by and echoing
the most romantic eras of the past. From milgrain finishing to
delicate antiquing, these subtle touches offer something extra
special – which is fitting for such an important piece of jewelry.
Forever Fashion Forward
The fashionista prides herself on being one-of-a-kind, so her
engagement ring obviously has to follow suit. From embracing
fancy shape center stones (like pear, emerald, marquise, and
oval) to standing out with a gorgeous rose gold or mixed metal
setting, there are many options to ensure the engagement ring is
as head-turning as the woman wearing it.
If you are still unsure of the style that’s right for you – fear
not, retailers like Jared The Galleria Of Jewelry can be a good
place to go for inspiration. They have a huge selection of the
most popular collections and styles and even offer the option for
you to design the perfect engagement ring yourself. Every Jared store offers a Custom Design Studio where customers can
bring their jewelry dreams to life. Certified diamontologists and
master craftsmen work directly with each customer to create a
completely original piece of jewelry. Once aligned on the general design, the customer is able to customize from selecting the
type and color of metal to deciding on the shape and cut of the
diamond. More information can be found at Jared.com.

Planning
...continued from page 10

*APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Rate can vary based on creditworthiness, loan term and age of vehicle. Rate is subject to change
without notice. Payment example: borrow $20,000 at 2.24% APR for 36 months = $574.95/month. Membership eligibility requirements.

dependent on the venue and overall event aesthetic. While
a suit can fit the bill for a country club wedding, a city affair
may call for the sleek finishes of a tux. Tuxedo accessories,
such as cuff links or bow ties, make great groomsmen gifts
and are classic pieces they can use time and time again.
Creating the Perfect Registry
When building a registry, it’s never too early to start.
People want to give gifts as soon as they know a couple
is engaged. Start by taking inventory of what you already
have, what you need and what you want to upgrade. It’s
also recommended to update the registry regularly so there
are enough gifts to choose from, especially if there is an engagement party and bridal shower coming up. To get started, some popular registry items include stand mixers, craft
beer glasses, Dutch ovens, bath towels and vacuums. For
extra guidance, couples can speak to advisors who can help
with the full registry building process at Macy’s stores.
For more wedding ideas and inspiration, and to find the
right attire and gifts for your wedding planning, visit macys.com.

